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( rnterv iew w' i th  Ar t  A ' lba on November 16.  1976 by Juan l ' lanuel  GonzSl  ez.  )

When were you born and wfiere?

November  1 ' | ,  1943 '  E1 Paso,  Texas .

t , {hat  is your parents '  background and/or /Tneir /  occupat ions?

My fa ther  i s  deceased.  He d ied  in  
. |960.  

Dur ing  the  t jme he  was a l i ve '  he

was a  carpenter  in  M6x ico ,  and in  the  U"S.  he  worked as  a  ian i to r  and as  an

elevator operator.  My mother never worked, except for  short  per iods of  t ime.

Where did you grow up?

I grew up in south-side El  Paso, in the U.af f :S.  as we cal l  i t .  I  d id not leave

what  i s  known as  the  oppos i te  s ide  o f  the  t racks ,  the  south  s ide  o f  Pa jsano

St ree t ,  un t i l  I  was  22 ;  I  was  a  iun io r  in  co l lege-

Were  there  any  s ign i f i can t  o r  in te res t ing  events  dur ing  your  ch i ldhood?

l^ le  l i ved  a  normal  l i fe  in  south-s ide  E l  Paso.  A t  the  t ime I  d idn ' t  know we

were poor.  I  came from a very large fami ly,  e ight  in the fami ' ly .  My Dad did

not make enough money to real ly supply enough for us,  but  as far  as the type

of  l i fe  tha t  I  had,  i t  was ,  a t  the  t ime,  adequate  fo r  me.  We grew up (a l l

the fam' i ly)  w' i thout many of  necessj t jes of  I  i fe,  but  we learned to accept Fi l .

I  was growing up in an era when gang warfare was at  i ts  peak. There were many

t imes when I  saw f r iends  o f  mine  or  c lassmates  tha t  were  ac tua l l y  s tabbed,

k i l led ,  o r  ma imed th rough gang f igh ts  tha t  occur red  very  c lose  to  where  I  was

' l i v ing ,  o r  a t  the  schoo l  I  was  a t tend ing .  Th is  o f  course  was very  s ign i f i can t ,

because ' it made me aware of what was going on /1i7 tne b-aruio and what could

become o f  me,  my f r iends ,  and my fami ly  i f  we were  no t  in te res ted  in  ge t t ing

out of  that  type of  environment.  So essent ia l ' ly  what mot ivated me to t ry to

get  ou t  o f  tha t  / *u i ronmeni l  was  see ' ing  a l l  these th ings :  see ing  f r iends

that were r ight  across the street f rom where I  used to l ive that  had what

When she did /wor! / ,  She worked as a seamstress in a factory.
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was known then as a ".Lig!.qjg," place where you would go to shoot up on
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hero in .  I  saw o ther  youngs te rs ,  f rV  own age ,  us ing  mar i juana ,  c raw l ing ' in

the  s t ree ts  and ro l l ing  in  the  gu t te rs  because they  had reached the  po in t

where they could no longer control  the use of  narcot ' ics and had gone on to

become heroin addicts.  0r  even worse than that,  some of  them had died from

overdose.  So a l l  these th ings  were  veny  s ign i f i can t ,  because I  was  growing

up,  and I  was  see ing  a l l  these th ' ings  r igh t  a round me.

Where and when did you at tend school  ?

Regard ing  my educat ' ion ,  I  a t tended schoo l  in  souths jde  E l  Paso.  My f i rs t

schoo l  was  Aoy E ' lementary  Schoo l .  F romr there  I  g raduated  to  Bowie  Jun io r

H igh  Schoof  in  
. |955.  

I  remained /a t  Bowie /  un t i l  
. |96 . | .  

When I  g raduated ,  I

went on to what was then the Texas Western Co11ege. I  spent the next four

years  there ,  and rece" ived  my bache lor  o f  sc ience degree in  Educat ion  in  
. l965 .

Are  there  any  s ign ' i f i can t  o r  in te res t ing  events  o r  inc idents  tha t  s tand ou t

in  your  e lementary ,  h igh  schoo l ,  o r  co1 ' lege years?

hth i le  I  was  in  h igh  schoo l ,  aga in ,  the  inc idents  tha t  s tand ou t  in  my mind

are  those wh ich  per ta in  to  the  type  o f  cur r i cu lum tha t  we had,  the  th ings

tha t  our  teachers ,  counse lor ,  and admin js t ra to rs  thought  about  us ;  and how we

were treated di f ferent ly than what I  now know happens in other schools--

o ther  than those tha t  a re  jn  the  souths ide  o f  E l  Paso,  By  th is  I  mean tha t

the  cur r j cu lum was eas ie r  fo r  us ,  because we were  r lo t  as  b r igh t  as  the  k ids

on the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  t racks .  There fone,  th ings  were  no t  what  they  shou ld

have been.  A  person coming ou t  o f  one o f  the  schoo ls  in  the  souths ide  was

not  as  we l l  p repared as  a  person tha t  came out  f rom Coronado,  I rv in ,  Aus t in ,

E l  Paso  H igh ,  and  some o ther  schoo ls .  And  o f  course ,  th i s  hur t  a l l  t he  ind i -

v iduals coming out of  Bowie,  for  example,  because of  the fact  /Thaf l  we were

not  compet i t i ve  when we got  ou t  and s ta r ted  go ing  to  co l lege or  were  ou t  com-

pet ing  fo r  jobs  in  the  job  marke t .  Th is  I  found ou t  to  be  t rue ,  because when

n .
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I  graduated f rom Bowje High School ,  a l though my grades had been good grades and

I  was  e l i g ib le  fo r  cons ide ra t i on  Fn t i l  co11ege ,  I  was  neve r  counse led  fo r

th i s -  I n  f ac t ,  I  was  counse led  to  go  i n to  voca t i ona l - t ype  occupa t ions ,  and

fo r  t ha t  reason  I  was  p laced  i n  the  D is t r j bu t i ve  Educa t j on  p rog ram.  Aga in ,

when  I  dec ided  to  go  to  co l l ege  (because  I  rece j ved  seve ra l  scho la rsh ips )  and

I  p resen ted  myse l f  a t  Texas  Wes te rn  Co l ' l ege ,  t he  f i r s t  t h ing  tha t  I  had  was  a

nega t i ve  expe r i ence .  I  was  p l aced  i n  a  l ong , ' l ong ' l i ne  o f  peop le ,  t he  ma io r i t y

of  wh' ich were Mex' ican Amer icans,  to  be tested to  see j f  we understood the lan-

guage  and  i f  we  cou ld  read  we l l  enough  to  do  co l l ege  work .  Th i s  was  an  embar -

rass ing  s i t ua t j on  andce r ta i n l ysome th ing  t ha t  hu r t  me ,  because  he re  I ' ve  been

supposed ly  a  good  s tuden t  i n  h igh  schoo l .  And  I  ge t  t o  t he  co l l ege  l eve l  and

they  have  to  tes t  me  to  see  i f  I  unde rs tand  the  Eng l i sh  l anguage- -supposed ly

the  language wh ich  I  had rece jved t ra in ing  lT f I  fo r  the  las t  l2  years . Then

at  thei  rea l j zed  tha t  I  was  no t  as  compet i t i ve  as  my Ang lo  c lassmates  there

co l lege leve l ,  because o f  the  fa i lu re  o f  the  schoo l  tha t  I  a t tended.

What  were  your  soc ia '1 ,  cu l tu ra l  and recrea t jona l  ac t i v i t ies  jn  schoo l?

As  fa r  as  soc ia l ,  cu ' l tu ra l ,  and  rec rea t iona l  ac t i v i t i es  when  I  was  g row ihg  upr

these things were part  of  the community,  part  of  the bj l r l io.  I t  was not any-

th ing  tha t  was  organ ized un t i l  Our  Lady 's  Youth  Center  was se t  up  in  the  ear ly

,50s .  But  p r io r  to  th ' i s  a l l  ac t i v ' i t ies  were  centered  around the  home and around

the neighborhood. Each one of  the neighborhoods or "Farr jos had the' i r  own d' i f -

fe ren t  g roups  o f  k ids  work ing ,  p lay ing  and do ' ing  a l l  k jnds  o f  th ings  together .

They  had the i r  own c lubs ,  the ' i r  own ac t jv ' i t ies ,  the i r  own games.  I t  was  very

much a compet i t ive type deal  where one bagio would play another barr io.  And

many  t imes  i t  d idn ' t  ge t  i n to  gang  war fa re  o r  any th ing  f i ke  tha t ;  i t  was  s t r i c t -

1y  compet i t i ve  spor ts ,  wh ich  were  good th ings .  And when Our  Lady 's  Youth  Center

f ina l l y  came in to  be ing ,  we were  ab le  to  ge t  together  and compete  w i th  one another
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in  var ious  types  o f  spor ts ,  tha t  be fore  we hadn ' t  ac tua l l y  been ab le  to  par t i -

c ipa te  in ,  such as  wres t l ing ,  box ing ,  o rgan ized baseba l l  spor ts ,  and many o ther

ac t i v i t i es -

What were the dat ing patterns among your peers?

Growing up  in  the  lg r l le ,  we had essent ja l l y  the  same dat ing  pa t te rns  as  my

peers  across  the  t racks  had,  I  th ink ,  a round tha t  t ime.  I 'm sure  tha t  we d id

not have the means of  t ransportat ion,  we did not have as much money as other

h igh  schoo l  s tudents  f rom o ther  schoo ls  migh t  have had,  bu t  we s t i l l  en ioyed

the same things. We went to dances, we went to footbal l  games, we got together

in  g roups ,  we fo rmed c lubs ,  we t r ied  to  o rgan ' i ze  in t ramura ls ,  we d id  many,  many

th ings  l i ke  these .  0 f  course ,  we  a lso  had  our  own i vpe  o i  ac t i v i t j es ,  such  as

go ing  on  h ikes  to  the  mounta ins ,  and th jngs  tha t  were  very  much o f  in te res t  to

us.  And of  course, as we were exposed to T.V. and the many programs there,

these became new th ings  fo r  us .  We t r ied  to  do  th ings  tha t  were  o f  an  exc i t ing

nature ,  such as  go ing  f l f i  tne  r j ver  and coming down in  makesh j f t  ra f ts ,  and

th ings  l j ke  these.  But ,  aga in ,  we were  no  d j f fe ren t  than a  normal  teenager  in

any other part  of  town.

How did you spend your typical  Saturdays and Sundays?

We spent  our  Saturdays  and Sundays  do ing  essent ia l l y  the  same th ing .  Around

those years ,  though,  a t  the  age o f  14 ,  I  was  work ing  bo th  Saturdays  and Sundays

because I  wanted to have more money to help the fami ly and also to save enough

money to buy a car.  So Saturdays and Sundays I  was working as a c lerk in a

newsstand where  I  so ld  c igare t tes ,  sodas ,  candy ,  newspapers  and magaz ines .  Th is

was a very good exper ience for me; I  learned the value of  money, and of  course

I was able to save some and help the fami ly.  I  became the person that was more

respec ted  among my peers  in  the  sense tha t  I  a lways  had a  l i t t le  money w i th  me

and I  was  work ing  and do ing  someth ing  fo r  myse l f .  The o lder  peop le  in  the  com-
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munity,  in my ne' ighborhood, thought of  me as a person that had some goa' ls '

some des i res  to  improve h imse l f ,  and they  t r ied  to  he lp  me and encouraged

me as  much as  poss ib le .  What  was surpr is ' ing  though is  tha t  a t  the  bar r io t

many t imes my own peers were the ones that held me back. They seemingly re-

fused to  accept  the  fac t  tha t  th rough educat ion  one wou ld  improve h imse l f .

And any other person that wanted to do this was chast ised by them because he

wanted to become better than they were. They fe ' l t  that ' i f  he got too much edu-

ca t ion ,  he  wou ld  be  a  T{o  Taco, ' leave the  communi ty ,  become upp i ty ,  and wou ld

never  come back .and be  w i th  them.  Because o f  th is ,  they  wou ld  pu1 ' l  you  back

down, r id icule you, and try to make you see that you be' longed to the bqrf t -o

and tha t  you  shou ld  s tay  there  fo rever .  Th is  was one o f  the  hardes t  th ings

that I  had to overcome in my younger years,  t ry ing to make them real ize that

I  was  no  d i f fe ren t  than they  were ,  except  tha t  I  had goa ls  wh ich  I  in tended to

car ry  th rough.  By  ge t t ing  an  educat ion  I  was  hop ing  tha t lwou ld  be  ab le  to

improve my lo t  and tha t  o f  my fami ly ;  and then eventua l l y tha to f  peop le  in  the

communi ty ,  too .  Th is  was very ,  very  d i f f i cu l t  to  ge t  across  to  my f r iends  and

peers .

S tar t ing  w ' i th  the  f  i r s t  one,  what  iobs  d jd  you ho ld?

As a  youngster ,  my fa ther  go t  me my f i rs t  iob .  A l though I  had de l i vered  papers ,

and /Faddone a  var ie ty  o f  th ings  (se11 ing  a ' l l  k jnds  o f  th jngs  to  the  LL lcgro_s

who were  ar r i v ing  there  c lose  to  where  I  used to  l ' i ve ,  nex t  to  the  r i ver ) ,  I

d1dn ' t  ge t  my f i rs t  iob  un t i l  I  was  14  years  o ld  and I  became a  c le rk  in  a  news-

s tand.  A f te r  tha t ,  in  
. |959,  

I  became a  D.E.  s tudent  and worked as  a  c le rk '

s tockboy ,  a t  one o f  the  men 's  re ta i l  s to res  in  the  center  o f  town.  Through th is

par t i cu la r  job ,  I  was  ab le  to  lea rn  abou t  merchand is ing .  I  s tayed  w i th  th i s

f i rm for n ' ine years.  l , lh ' i le I  was going to col lege I  was able to pay for my own

tu i t ' i on  and do  every th ing  e lse  tha t  I  needed to  do ,  p lus  buy  c lo th ing ,  wh ich  I
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needed despera te ly .  I  was  ab le  to  remain  there  and learn  the  merchand ' i s ing

f je ld  to  where  I  cou ld  go  in to  i t  la te r  on .  In  
. |955 

when i  g raduated  f rom

co11ege,  I  was  o f fe red  a  pos i t ion  there  as  ass is tan t  manager ,  bu t  I  d id  no t

take i t .  I  went to work for  Sears,  Roebuck and Company in their  management

t ra in ing  program.  Aga in  I  exper ienced someth ing  tha t  I ' ve  exper ienced th rough

a l l  my  l i f e .

D id  you exper ience any  e thn ic  d isc r im ina t jon  in  your  job  exper iences?

A degree o f  d jsc r im jna t ion .  In  a  sense,  when I  went  to  work  fo r  Sears ,  i t

was  a  reversa l  o f  the  d isc r im ina t ion .  I t  was  around the  t ' ime tha t  d isc r im i -

na t ion  was the  top ic  o f  g rea t  concern .  A  lo t  o f  the  la rger  f i rms were  seek ing

peop le  o f  minor i ty  g roups ,  and fo r  tha t  reason I  th ink  they  h i red  me as  one o f

the  f i rs t  management  t ra ' in ing  program t ra inees .  I  worked fo r  them fo r  approx i -

mately two years.  I  got  excel lent  advantages. I  was able to move on up the

ladder  qu i te  fas t .  I  was  in  l ine  fo r  a  p romot ion ,  poss ib ly  to  Cent ra l  o r  South

Amer ica ' in  the  Cred i t  Depar tment  when I  dec jded to  leave the  Sears  Company.  I

bel ieve that part ly my ef for ts were the reason for my rapid advancement;  but

moresothe fac t tha t  I  was  one o f  the  f i rs t  Mex ican Amer icans  in  the  management

t ra in ing  program tha t  opened a  lo t  o f  doors  fo r  me.  A f te r  leav ing  Sears  Com-

psny ,  I  went  to  work  fo r  the  E l  Paso Pub l ic  Schoo l  as  a  D is t r jbu t jve  Educat ion

Coord ina tor  a t  Aus t in  H igh  Schoo l .  I  remained there  fo r  seven and a  ha l f  years '

and enjoyed the program thoroughly.  The program that I  had was where I  p laced

s tudents  /Tn  a  jobT and they  worked ha l f  a  day  in  the  re ta i l  ou t le ts  th roughout

the  c i ty .  Th js  was an_en joyab le  t ime o f  my l j fe .  F rom there  I  was  promoted to

ass is tan t  p r inc ipa l  o f  Je f fe rson H igh  Schoo l ,  and I  remained there  two years .

What  led  to  your  invo lvement  in  the  f ie ld  o f  Probat ' ion?

Subsequent  to  th is ,  I  app l ied  fo r  the  pos i t jon  w ' i th  the  Federa l  Probat ion  Of f i ce

here in El  Paso and I  was accepted. I  came to work,  and have been working for
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them for  the  las t  two years .  Aga inn  I  be l ieve  s t rong ' l y  tha t  th is  i s  no t  the

las t  job  tha t  I ' l l  ever  have.  I  hope to  be  promoted;  and i f  I 'm no t  p romoted '

then I  w i l l  seek  o ther  avenues o f  advancement .  My area  o f  exper t i se  i s  bas ic -

a1 ' l y ' in  work ing  w i th  peop le  re la ted  to  employment ,  emp ' loyment  p lacement ,  and

deve lopment  o f  human resources ,  deve lop ' ing  jobs  w i th in  the  communj ty ,  and a l l

k jnds  o f  o ther  a reas  o f  endeavor  tha t  have to  do  w j th  bus iness ,  work ,  p lacement ,

and  such  th ings  as  tha t .  I  t ra ined  as  a  D .E .  s tuden t  in  h igh  schoo l .  I  worked

in  re ta i l i ng  fo r  a lmos t  n ine  years ,  p r io r  to  en te r ing  the  re ta j l i ng  f i e ld  w i th

Sears  on  a  fu l l  t ime bas is .  I  had tha t  t ra in ing  and was manager  o f  the  Men 's

Department at  Sears,  and from there I  went to the school  system. I  t ra ' ined

s tuden ts  jn  job  app l i ca t jons ,  i ob  re ten t ion .  I  commun jca ted  w i th  the  bus iness

communi ty  in  deve lop ihg  jobs  fo r  the  s tudents  tha t  hoped to  en ter  the  f ie ld  o f

market jng and distr jbtr t ion as a career;  and Fi7 ao:ng so, I  have known many'

many peop le ' in  the  bus iness  communi ty ,  acqua in tances  and f r iendsh ips  tha t  have

developed from this work that  I  have done. ! -Th" i l  have been very helpfu ' l  in

the  p resen t  work  tha t  I 'm  do ing ,  wh ich  i s  as  a  p roba t ion  and  paro le  o f f i ce r ,

where I  st i l l  have a need to develop the community resources to p ' lace ex-of fend-

ers.  And f tJ a ' lso /h-eed tq cont inue with my ef for ts to help those people

tha t  I ' ve  been  in  con tac t  w i th  wh" i le  I  was  a  schoo l  teacher ,  as is tan t  p r inc ipa ls ,

o r  in  any  o ther  capac i ty .  Th is  cont inues  now because tha t ' s  my area  o f  in te res t .

I  fee l  tha t  a  person  tha t  i s  work ing ,  tha t  i s  supp ly ing  h is  own needs , ' i s  a  per -

son tha t  can  ge t  ahead and tha t  can  s tay  ou t  o f  t roub le .  Sothoseare  the  th ings

I  want  to  do  w i th  my l j fe .  In  my t ime as  a  schoo l  teacher  I ' ve  seen qu i te  a  few

of my former students succeed in the business community.  Many of  them are now

bus iness  owners  o r  managers ,  superv isors ,  o r  what  have you.  And th is  i s  cer -

ta in ly  a  reward ing  exper ience fo r  me,  see ing  tha t  whatever  t ra in ing  they  were

ab le  to  ob ta ' in  in  h jgh  schoo l  and par t l y  th rough my e f fo r ts ,  and th rough the j r
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own ded ica t ' ion ,  they 've  been ab le  to  make a  success  o f  themse lves .  These

things are very,  very important to me, because I  know that there is a f ru i t

o f  one 's  e f fo r ts .  Th is  aga in  i s  what  I 'm t ry ing  to  do  w i th  the  Federa l  Pro-

ba t ion .  We are  t ry ing  to  deve lop  a  job  p lacement  p rogram fo r  the  ex-o f fender ;

and  j t ' s  a  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  th ing  to  do ,  bu t  we ' re  on  the  way .

Are  you  po l i t i ca l l y  invo lved  jn  the  commun i ty?

I  have a lways  been very  much concerned w i th  the  communi ty  and the  po l i t i ca l  s i tu -

a t ion  tha t  we have here .  A l though we have a  major i t y  o f  the  popu la t ion  be ing

of  the  mjnor i ty  g roup ing ,  Mex ican Amer ican,  we s t i l l  have so  many peop le  tha t

do  no texerc ise the i r  r i gh ts .  Th is  i s  someth ' ing  tha t  concerns  me.  Ever  s ince

I  was  ab le  to  vo te ,  I ' ve  been  vo t ing .  And  o f  course ,  the  f i r s t  t ime ,  / fwas

a f ra iO/ - - Iguess  I 'm  s t i l l  a f ra id  when  I  go  in to  one  o f  those  boo ths .  Bu t  I  do

j t  because I  know I  have to ,  and because I  know tha t ' s  the  on ly  way tha t  we can

do someth ing  fo r  our  own peop le  and fo r  ourse lves .  I  do  adv jse  everyone tha t  I

come in  contac t  w i th  tha t  the  on ly  way they  can express  the i r  fee l ings ,  make a

dent  in  those th ings  tha t  bo ther  them,  i s  to  vo te  and express  the i r  op in ions .  I

am ac t jve  to  a  degree,  a l though my iob  a t  the  present  t ime prevents  me f rom be-

coming  too  po l i t i ca l l y  invo lved .  i  do  much  o f  th j s  w i th  peop le  tha t  I  ta l k  to .

And I  d id  th js  too  when I  was  teach ing  Adu l t  Bas ic  Educat ion  fo r  peop le  tha t

were  in te res ted  in  ge t t ing  the i r  c i t i zensh ip .

Are  you jnvo lved in  communi ty  o rgan iza t ions?

As regards to  Mex ican Amer ican organ jza t ions  in  the  communi ty ,  I  have never  sub-

sc r ibed  to  the i r  po l i c ies  o r  to  the j r  ph i losoph ies .  And  I ' ve  re fused  to  a l ign

myse l f  w i th  any  one in  par t i cu la r .  A l though I  have invo lved myse l f  w j th  LULAC

at  t imes,  I ' ve  a lso  go t ten  away f rom i t  when I  thought  tha t  the i r  idea ls  and

the i r  ph i losoph ies  were  no t  the  same as  mine .  Some o f  these younger  o rgan iza-

t ions- -and I  say  younger  by  the  peop le  tha t  a re  invo lved in  them-- I  fee l  a re

"ex t remi  s ts ;1 !
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