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o p I N I o N ADRIAN BROADDUS, 747-7446

Christmas in October
IS just wrong

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS

The Prospector

As I walked
into the store last
Thursday evening,
just a little less
than a week before

Halloween, I en-
ergetically was on
[ a mission to find

decorations, candy
and all sorts of
things for the 31st.

Immediately upon entering the
store, however, green, red and
white colors flooded the aisles
with Christmas decorations ga-
lore. Snow globes, stockings,
reindeers, Santa Claus, Christ-
mas trees, ornaments—you
name it, it flooded each section
at the front of the store.

What about the Halloween
section? It was piled up in a
corner with product stacked on
top of product, done in a seem-
ingly lackluster way. It felt like
the company wanted to suck the
life out of Halloween and bring
Christmas to the forefront to fill
their pockets.

-

It begs the question, where
have the fall holidays gone? It
wasn’t even November yet and
stores already want to jump on
the Christmas season without a
care in the world.

Corporate America saw that
Halloween is a short-lived pay-
out and Thanksgiving doesn’t
rack in any bucks, so they need
to hit Christmas—the goldmine
of them all—extremely early.

The sight of the early Christ-
mas decorations and embellish-
ments took me back to my days
working at the outlet mall. For
three years, working there as a
sales associate and a stock room
boy, I dreaded the holiday sea-
son for many reasons, and this
reaffirmed my weary spirit for
the holiday season because of
corporations feeding off the
public’s pockets.

It reminded me of the empty
feeling when our bosses told us
that under no circumstances
could we excuse ourselves from
working on Black Friday, which
mostly came after Thanksgiving
dinner. We also had to make our

schedules more available during
the weeks leading up to Christ-
mas, and usually had to work
Christmas Eve.

It reminded me of the distant
feeling I would have toward
the holiday season whenever it
would roll around. Even though
I felt I was working long, hard
hours, the payoff never felt
enough to the sacrifice missing
family time around the Christ-
mas season, like decorating the
Christmas tree, different Christ-
mas events around town or nor-

mal gatherings.

And most of all, it remind-
ed me how greedy people can
get during the season. One in-
stance comes to mind when I
first think about the greed, and
it was of a woman who walked
into my store at the about two
days before Christmas. She was
frantically in search of a pres-
ent for her son, who was com-
ing home for the holidays from
college. She needed a particular
size in a certain jacket that was
both stylish and affordable.

When our product didn’t meet
her requirements and after a
good while of trying to assist
her, I remember her yelling at
me, “You guys are pathetic! I
can’t believe how horrible I've
been treated here.”

She stormed out of our store
in a frenzy, and it really stuck
with me how that moment re-
flected the way holidays impact

people on a emotional level.

Rushing toward Christmas has
taken away the integrity of how
special some of the fall holidays
truly are. This holiday season,
my personal resolution is to
spend less time stressing about
who to please with gifts and al-
locate more time toward spend-

ing it with those I love.

' Follow Adrian Broaddus on Twitter @ adrian_broaddus

ACCURACY WATCH

The Prospector is committed to the accuracy. If you
think we have made an error of fact, e-mail the editor at

adrianbroaddus@gmail.com
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The Prospector

Rooted in its deep history on the Mexi-
can-American border, EI Paso’s past has
been a storied tale with tons of unique
accounts. Throughout its history, ghost
tales of the paranormal have been
passed down throughout the years and
shared like old folk tales.

From cemeteries, to public buildings
and schools, the town is filled with dis-
tinct haunted tales with history to back
each one up. Below are said to be some
of the most haunted places in El Paso:

W Follow Adrian Broaddus on Twitter @ adrian_broaddus

Concordia
Cemetery

Resting in central El Paso, Concordia
Cemetery was known to be a trading
spot in the early 1840s for owners Hugh
and Juana Stephenson. Juana, whose
maiden name was Ascarate, was buried
in what is known as Concordia Cemetery
in 1856. From then on, the place became
a stopping point, where El Pasoans trav-
eled to bury their dead.

By 1890, sections of the land were
bought by groups in El Paso and the
cemetery became sectioned into areas
by Catholics, Jewish, black, Chinese,
military, Masonic, Jesuit, city and county
residents. Among the buried are John
Wesly Hardin, Buffalo Soldiers, Texas
Rangers, Civil War veterans, early Mor-
mon pioneers, Florida (Lady Flo) Wolf and
formerly the first burial site for Mexican
Revolution President Victoriano Huerta.

In total, the graveyard has over 60,000
people buried there. The people who visit
nowadays are mostly ghost hunters and
history guides. EI Paso Paranormal Soci-
ety hosts frequent ghost tours at Concor-
dia, where they have said to have seen
shadows before, witnessed movement
in the graveyard, seen ghostly figures
in photos and felt different temperature
changes throughout the cemetery.

Gravity
Hill

This urban legend is on the west side
of EI Paso, where a woman and her four
children died in a car accident. Tales of
her and the kids haunting the street of
Twin Hills Drive and Thunderbird after
they passed were constantly told.

It is told that when drivers make
their way up the hill, they can put
their car in neutral, and the spirits will
move their vehicles up the hill. How-
ever, skeptics of this urban legend say
that the reason cars are able to go up-
hill are due to gravity, optical illusions
and engine power.

Plaza
Theatre

Known as one of the city's most notable
landmarks and located in the heart of
downtown stands the Plaza Theatre. The
building opened its doors in 1930 and
faced the highs of popular attendance
through the ‘30s and ‘40s, and then the de-
clines of ticket sales in the ‘50s and ‘60s.
The theater was close to being sold or de-
molished several times and faced different
closures and remodeling projects.

Throughout its existence, paranormal
investigators, patrons, performers, pro-
ducers and employees of the theater have
recalled signs of ghostly activities at the
Plaza. Most have pinpointed a strange red-
orange light that pops up randomly. It is
also claimed that lights are often turned
on and off sporadically, with no one oper-
ating them.

De Soto
Hotel

Also found in downtown El Paso is the
historic hotel that is the De Soto Hotel. Its
origins date back to 1905, which makes
it one of the longest-running hotels in the
city. This is also one of the places where
the strongest and most vivid paranormal
recordings in the city have popped up.

Investigators for EI Paso Ghost Tours
said that there are three spirits in the ho-
tel, including a little girl and a troubled
spirit in the basement. A tale suggests
that the basement of the hotel was once
used for satanic rituals, and people on
ghost tours to the De Soto Hotel have
documented paranormal recordings and
some have even left with scratches on
their bodies.

El Paso
Playhouse

Located by Five Points West, the El Paso
Playhouse is the longest-running theater
company. Their mission is to provide en-
tertainment to a diverse population in El
Paso through theatrical plays.

El Paso Playhouse is nearly 50 years old
with a storied past. It was first a church
and then was turned into a festival the-
ater. It has been home to hundreds of
adaptations of plays and different actors,
producers, technicians and workers.

The building is also home to a lot of
reported paranormal activity. It has
claims of whispering near the conces-
sion area and footsteps on the wooden
staircase. People have also said that
women’s bathroom toilets have flushed
there when no one was in the facilities
and props have been moved multiple
times. There have been recordings that
are still found today online of paranor-
mal investigators capturing electronic
voice phenomena at the Playhouse.

Fire
Station 11

Another paranormal location in the
downtown area of El Paso is Fire Sta-
tion No. 11. It has been up and running
for decades on end and has served as
a home to many firefighters and station
workers for all that time. Workers use
the facility to rest and tend to their gear
there when they are not on call.

People claim that the building is so
haunted that workers have refused to
sleep in the firehouse. There are stories
about one bed in particular that shakes
in the middle of the night. There are also
tales of whispering and voices being
heard in the station.

Magoffin
Home

The Magoffin Homestead is one of the
oldest homes built in El Paso. Its con-
struction dates back to 1875, owned by
former mayor Joseph Magoffin. The city of
El Paso decided to purchase the land after
the descendants of the family moved out
of the property.

History records show that Joseph Magof-
fin's best friend and brother-in-law, Charles
Richardson, died on the property in the liv-
ing room’s rocking chair. Some say that his
spirit remains on the land. The historical
preservation team at the Magoffin home
said that lights turn on and off and doors
open and close at random.

People have seen what they think looks
like Richardson in the rocking chair, or hear
the chair rocking at random. People have
felt tapping on their shoulders, while others
have felt temperature changes throughout
the house.

El Paso
High

The oldest school operating in El Paso is El
Paso High School, which was built in 1916. lts
101-year history featured countless students,
teachers, faculty and staff. There are so many
sightings of ghosts, paranormal activity and
creepy things happening.

One of the most-told stories is about a girl,
who went to the school and was in love with a
fellow classmate. When her lover did not recip-
rocate her feelings, she decided to kill herself.
One story says she slit her wrist before jumping
to her death off the school’s balcony. People say
that they have seen a ghostly figure jump from
the top of the school to her death.

Another one of the freakier evidence of the
school’s haunted history is a class photograph
from 1985, where people can see the blurry
figure of a young woman with the rest of her
class, who wasn't actually there when the
photo was taken.

There was also a story about a forgotten
classroom in the tunnels of the school, and
when it was found, it looked as if the classroom
was evacuated with books and notebooks still
on desks.

BY CHRISTIAN VASQUEZ

The Prospector

KTEP’s director of development,
John Carrillo, is throwing his hat
into the U.S. Congressional race
for the 16th seat.

“The political landscape changed
when Trump became president.
We've seen a rise in racism and
white supremacist. We've seen an
assault on the environmental con-
trol that was put in place by former
President Obama, and we've seen
a blatant disregard for ethical be-
havior. Those are certainly some of
the things that drove me to run,”
Carrillo said.

Carrillo grew up in El Paso and
was a first-generation college grad-
uate when he got his master’s in

PHOTO COURTESY JOHN CARRILLO

communication studies at UTEP in
2014, where he is also a lecturer.

Carrillo is best known for being
one of two El Pasoans who has won
the George Foster Peabody award,
which he won in 1995 for his work
with National Public Radio as a
project engineer and technical pro-
ducer in the jazz series “Making the
Music with Wynton Marsalis.”

While he is running as a Demo-
crat, Carrillo said that he wants
people to keep in mind that he is not
a political partisan, but more impor-
tantly to him, he is a leader.

“I think that for too long peo-

ple have settled for candidates
see CARRILLO on page 4

CLASSIFIEDS
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Haunted Campus Tours delivers historical significance

BY ELENIE GONZALEZ

The Prospector

The Student Alumni Associa-
tion celebrated their 11th-annual
Haunted Campus Tours on cam-
pus last weekend, which is an
event that traditionally takes place
the weekend before Halloween.

The SAA has a motto, “Keepers
of Tradition,” and it is one they
take seriously. They take it upon
themselves to maintain UTEP’s
traditions along with creating
their own.

The Haunted Tours is a tradi-
tion dating back to 2007, when the
UTEP Student Alumni Association
at the time decided to create a fun-
draiser for the organization. It be-
gan as a small tour of the campus,
with a group of about 20 people,
and made stops at several of the
university’s buildings with a history
of reported ghost sightings.

Today, the tradition stays alive as
the SAA sees an attendance of up
to 300 guests.

As the tours continue to evolve
every year, so has the event. With
the school’s 103-year history, they
believe there are many stories to
be told. Buildings visited on the
tour change every year, but those
with the longest history remain
the same.

Diana Khalik, the event coordi-
nator for the SAA, was in charge
of planning this year’s Haunted
Campus Tours. She says that the
organization plans the event a bit
differently each year in regard to
which buildings will be on the tour
and what activities will take place
while guests wait.

She said the SAA has created
haunted houses in the past, along
with the tours, but time con-
straints don’t always make it pos-
sible. Other activities this year in-
cluded pumpkin painting, bobbing
for apples and Halloween movies.
Guests were able to have treats and
hot chocolate while they waited
for their turn to take a tour.

“We try and change up the build-
ings that we visit. Last year we
visited eight and this year we are
visiting six,” Khalik said. “But the
stories I believe are a lot stronger
and scarier”

This year’s tour visited the Cen-
tennial Museum, Fox Fine Arts,
Quinn Hall, Old Main, Psychology

CLAUDIA HERNANDEZ/ THE PROSPECTO

This year the Haunted Campus Tours visited Centennial Museum, Fox Fine Arts, Quinn Hall, Old Main, Psychology Building and Magoffin Auditorium.

and Magoffin Auditorium.

Each stop includes a storyteller,
dressed in costume and waiting in
the dark for the next group to ar-
rive hoping to scare them.

Old Main was one of the last
buildings to be visited on the tour,
but is known as one of the creepiest
stops. Built in 1917, it is the oldest
building on campus. There have
been several reports over the years
of strange occurrences including
rattling doors and the sounds of
lectures by professors late at night
when the building is empty.

The tour guides told a tale that in
2002 a group of students attempt-
ed to stay overnight to investigate
the reported hauntings, but left in
a hurry due to ghostly activity.

Fox Fine Arts, named after Jose-
phine Clardy Fox who was a donor
with love for the arts, was built in
1974. The SAA said it houses the

e

]

“Lavender Lady; a ghostly figure
whose apparition appears in the
form of a lavender scent. The tale de-
rives from a young woman who fell
to her death outside the building.
Magoffin Auditorium, the last
stop on the tour, is also said to be
one of the most active sights for
paranormal activity. The build-
ing is said to house a ghost by the
name of “Jose,” a stagehand who
fell to his death from the catwalks.
Reports of unexplained noises
and lights have been made over
the years. Though the catwalks do
not exist anymore, it is said he still
roams the building scaring people.
Though the event was created as
a fundraiser for the organization,
it has also become a staple tradi-
tion for the group. The tours are
meant to be entertaining, but they
believe it is also important to pre-
serve the campus’ history through

/" Deadline: November 17, 2017
Show your pride and be part of a

group of students who serve as
hosts for UTEP’s official events.

For more information visit:
alumni.utep.edu/minerambassadors
or confact Jackie Reed atf:

jreed2@utep.edu or at 915-747-5592

storytelling.

Allan Martinez, a member of
the SAA, says that the organiza-
tion receives its information for
the tours from different resources
on campus. Since they work with
the Alumni Association, they are
able to get in contact with former
students, who were around at the
time of the reported incidents.

“The Alumni Relations Office
get us in touch with those who
were around when these events
happened, especially in the ‘60s,
70s and ‘80s,” Martinez said. “The
Paso del Norte Paranormal Society
helps us out a lot too with the sto-
ries, especially in scene writing.”

Elisa Sosa-Salgado, a junior
computer science major, said she
enjoyed the tour and learned more
than just the chilling stories that
were told.

Her favorite stop was the Psy-
chology Building, which was built

in 1951. It was once the Science
Building with a laboratory that was
said to have conducted disturbing
experiments on people and pri-
mates, an ordinary practice at the
time. Though the labs closed years
ago, they still remain in the build-
ing, but are sealed off to anyone
who wants to go inside.

“T hadn’t really explored the
campus that much, so I thought
it was pretty cool to do that,” Sosa
said. “I hadn’t been inside of most
of these buildings before and that
was cool too, especially to learn
the history behind them.”

The SAA has closed its doors
for the Haunted Campus Tours for
now and will be back next year.
For more information, visit their
website at www.alumni.utep.edu.

o Follow Elenie Gonzalez on Twitter @eleniegonz

CARRILLO from page 3

that are part of the good old
boy/good old girl network. I
have not come to challenge my
opponents, I've come to engage
a community and try to make
them see that there are options
between politics as usual,” Car-
rillo said.

Carrillo says that he intends
to focus on immigration reform,
education and taking better care
of veterans if he wins.

“When you look at those sta-
tistics—20 veterans committing
suicide on a daily basis—that
tells me that more work needs
to be done,” Carrillo said.

On immigration, Carrillo said
that DREAMers—immigrants who
were illegally brought to the U.S.
as children and are now under the
protection of the Differed Action
for Childhood Arrivals program—
should not be punished for actions
that their parents made and wishes
for a compromise that allows them
to stay.

“Those young people have never,
in many cases, known any other
country but this country. To them,

this country is as much home to
them as it is to me and I was born
here,” Carrillo said.

So far Carrillo has raised $3,200
in individual contributions,
compared to Veronica Escobar’s
$332,836 and Dori Fenenbock’s
$599,262. Both are considered
the two Democratic frontrunners
in the upcoming 2018 election.

“More than anything else,
it really is about engaging the
community. Ultimately, it’s the
voters who are going to de-
cide who wins the election and
not the money,” Carrillo said
when asked about his campaign
plans to overcome the monetary
difference.“Is money important?
Sure, it’s important, you can’t
deny that. But ultimately, it’s the
voters. So that’s my goal, it’s to
engage. To engage the commu-
nity and engage the voters.”

The other candidates besides
Escobar and Fenenbock running
for office under the Democratic
Party are Enrique Garcia, Nicole
LeClaire and Jerome Tilghman.

& Christian Vasquez may he reached af
theprospectordaily.news@gmail.com
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Chemistry professor embarks on lung cancer research

BY RENE DELGADILO

The Prospector

More than 5,000 miles away
from where he was born, Rachid
Skouta, a chemistry research as-
sistant professor at UTEP, is fol-
lowing his dreams to help fight
against lung cancer.

Skouta recently received more
than $109,300 from the Consejo
Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnologia
through the University of Texas
System for a two-year study on
lung cancer.

With the grant he received,
Skouta was able to bring in a post-
doctoral researcher from Mexico,
who will conduct specific re-
search about lung cancer in Skou-
ta’s laboratory for two years.

“With this money, we will con-
tinue our research projects toward
the development of new drugs
with specific mechanisms for tar-
geted cell death to overcome drug
resistance,” Skouta said.

Skouta, who was born in Mo-
rocco, a country in northern Af-
rica, earned his Ph.D. in Chem-
istry from McGill University and
arrived at UTEP in 2014 after
finishing his postdoctoral studies
at Columbia University. He said
UTEP and El Paso have become
his new home.

“UTEP is a very unique univer-
sity. I like the people and their
culture,” Skouta said. “I am fear-
less of exploring places and op-
portunities and I'm very delight-
ing to do that through education-
al purposes.”

Helping students achieve a col-
lege degree is something that mo-
tivates him as he continues to do
his research.

“Engaging Mexican-American
students in the biomedical field
and pushing them to get maybe
their first degree in their own
family was something that re-
ally attracted me to come to this
school,” Skouta said. “My mission
is to train students, and I hope I
can transfer this energy of mine to
next generations. Another mission
is to inspire students the same way
I was inspired by my professors.”

Another important factor in
coming to El Paso was UTEP’s
Border Biomedical Research Cen-
ter. He said this center allows him
to continue his passion in the re-
search of lung cancer.

Mais Ismael, a sophomore cellular
and molecular biochemistry major,
said Skouta is a professor who does
not give up on his students.

“He is very helpful and enthu-
siastic about the work he does.
He teaches you step by step un-
til you're confident about doing
it on your own,” Ismael said. “I
think it’s pretty cool that he got
that grant for his lab, I think that
shows you how passionate he is.”

Other students said Skouta’s
way of teaching has motivated
and inspired them to not give up
on such a difficult field.

“He is really involved with the
students compared to other pro-
fessors that I know and having
professors like that really just
pushes you to be better,” said Abi-
mael Vasquez, senior chemistry
major. “I like the way he teaches
me and because of him I got to
RISE (Research Initiative for Sci-
entific Enhancement) program,
which pays you to do research.”

There has been a huge improve-
ment in the research on lung can-
cer and the lifestyle of cancer pa-
tients in the last 15 years, but he
also said there is more work to be
done, as thousands of people die
each year in the U.S. because of it.

According to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, more than

222,500 Americans will be diag-
nosed with lung cancer this year
and more than 155,000 lung can-
cer patients will die.

“Lung cancer is the second kill-
er in the U.S. and we still have a
lot to do to understand how come
we can’t overcome drug resistance
or develop other drugs to cure
this disease,” Skouta said.

His motivation in lung cancer
research comes from the high
mortality of this disease and the
effects it had on his life.

“I had a family member who un-
fortunately died of lung cancer be-
cause the disease just moved all the
way into the brain,” Skouta said.

He doesn’t like to mention the
name of the family member he
lost and prefers to focus on the
future and how he can help in the
search for a cure.

“Cancer is like a huge ocean,
we have so many types of cancers
that I wanted to put all my energy
and efforts on one type of cancer
to look for a cure,” he said.

In 2016, the Lung Cancer Re-
search Foundation received 180 ap-
plications from 120 institutions for a
$150,000 grant to conduct research
of this disease. Skouta was one on 15
researchers across the country who
was awarded this grant.

“We were able to demonstrate
that UTEP can compete with top

and popular schools,” Skouta said.
“UTEP has research opportunities
that allow scientists and young
researchers like me to do high-
quality research that will make a

"y,
%/

difference in the future”

Skouta said he hopes to spend
more years at UTEP and continue
making a difference in his field.

“T want to continue this kind

of research for more years and
maybe have a breakthrough and
discover something important at
this institution,” Skouta said.

¥ Follow Rene Delgadillo on Twitter @rdelgadillonews

CLAUDIA HERNANDEZ / THE PROSPECTOR

Chemistry professor Rachid Skouta received more than $109,300 for a two-year study on lung cancer.
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GRADS HAVE THROWN CAPS IN THE AIR
SINCE 1965.

CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE

with a complimentary* Ruth’s Classics 3-course meal
(when you purchase 4 additional entrées)
For a more intimate celebration,
private dining is available.

THIS IS HOW IT'S DONE.
El Paso ® 915.594.2805 ¢ 8889 Gateway Blvd West

*Restrictions apply. See RuthsChris.com for details.
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TAKE

CARE

OF YOUR
WATER
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i Do not dump waste,

i chemicals, paint,

i custodial waste, and

i general rubbish

i items (tires, old car parts,
shopping carfs, efc.) into
storm drains, channels,
or ditches.

No tirar basura, aparatos

: Keep material out of the

i stormwater conveyance

i system (curbs, gutters,

i sidewalks, streets, drains,

i culverts, and arroyos).
Dispose of grass, leaves,
yard waste, and construction

la erosion.

electrodomésticos, muebles, canales, alcantarillas y arroyos

llantas, y chatarra a
canales y acequias del
systema de drenaje pluvial.

ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH & SAFETY
OFFICE

HERTZOG BUILDING
ROOM 170
(915) 7477124
EH&S@UTEP.EDU

e
: Report illegal dﬁaping in
i storm drains, culverts, or
: arroyos to UTEP EH&S.
i Reporte el veritdo illegal de
‘ residuosen los drenajes o
arroyos al departamento

EH&S en UTEP

debris properly . Recicle aceite,
No tapar el flujo ploviala = anti-congelate y lubricantes

i o disponga propiamente
con basura. Disponga de ellos para prevenir
correctamgnte de basura ) contaminacién de sistema
vegetal (césped, ramas, y hojas) de drenaje pluvial, mantos
asi como basura de construcién. acuiferos y el Rio Bravo.

: Properly dispose of

+ B

: Leave natural vegetation
i in place where possible
: to prevent erosion.

i Si es possible, deje
crecer a vegetfacion en
forma natural para evitar

‘ hazardous wastes,

: pesticides, and fertilizers.

¢ Call UTEP EH&S to

i schedule waste pickups.
Deseche correctamente los :
residuos peligrosos,
pesticdas, y fertilizantes.
Llama al departamento
EH&S en UTEP y agendar
fecha para recoger
los desperdicios.

i Recycle oil, antifreeze,

i and other vehicle fluids,

i or dispose of them

i properly fo prevent the

i pollution of stormwater,
groundwater and the
Rio Grande.

i Storm drains are easily
" identified with “NO DUMPING*
i decals at stormwater inlets.
i Alcantarifado fe aguas
i pluviales es identeficado
con anuncions de
“NO REVERTIR DESECHOS AQUI”
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK

helieve in the paranormal?

CLAUDIA HERNANDEZ, SERGIO MUNOZ / THE PROSPECTOR

BAILEE RODRIGUEZ

Sophomore music major

“| believe in ghosts because | have had a few
experiences and my family has too. Once | went
to El Paso High and | saw a ghost there.”

EDUARDO CASTANEDA
Junior business major

“Yes, actually | do. | have had different experi-
ences in high school and also | have seen differ-

ent footage.”

CHRISTIAN RUIZ

Senior criminal justice major

“Yes, | do. | have had a few experiences in my high
school. | haven't experienced anything by myseff,

but | have seen it and it is enough for me.”

JONATHAN CHACON JENSEN SPRINGER

Sophomore pre-pharmacy major Sophomore dance major
“I do believe, because I've had supernatu- ~ “Yes. | have never experienced it, but | know
ral experiences.” that exists because of the different shows

that investigate paranormal situations.”

LUCERO LIMAS

Senior biology and psychology major

“Yes and no. | work in the office of a non-profit
organization, and we have the idea that there is a
ghost inside since weird things have happened.”

NATALIA RAJA
Freshman education major

“I'honestly never thought about it, so |

don’t know.”

Al

TANYA MONTOYA
Senior criminal justice major

“Yes, | do believe, because some spirits are

stuck here in the normal world.”

OSWALDO PONCE
Sophomore psychology major Freshman mechanical engineering major
“I do, I've had that side of me very sensitive ~ “Yes, because my family told me about their
since | was little.” paranormal experiences.”

COMPLETE THE ULTIMATE COLLEGE EXPERIENCE!

“I am living the ultimate college experience by living on campus. You can too! Apply today!”

915-747-5352 -

housing@utep.edu

* sa.utep.edu/housing
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RANKING

BY LESLIE SARINANA

The Prospector

I. MURDER
HOUSE

The first and the best of the
series. Murder House is nearly
perfect. Ryan Murphy and Brad

3. FREAK
SHOW

FREAK SHOW/

FEARLESS

This is another one of those
seasons in the series that start-
ed out incredibly strong, but
then just fizzled out. However,
it’s the incredible characters in
Freak Show that put this one

5. COVEN

The best part of this season

was the lack of male characters
because the women carried

Falchuk set the bar ex-
tremely high with the star-
studded cast and unique
plot lines. When it first pre-
miered, AHS was a series
like no other.

We get to see a family
lose their minds inside their
new LA home, where they
relocate in order to erase
the husband Bens affair
and start over. The Rubber
Man is now a staple of the
series and an image we will
never be able to get rid of.
And who could forget the
Piggy Man, or the birth of
the anti-Christ!

Murder House also intro-
duced Evan Peters to many
as the deeply disturbed Tate
Langdon. Its entertaining
to see the houses history

higher on the list. Jessica
Lange’s story line as Elsa
Mars is one of the most
surprisingly dark and in-
triguing ones. Elsa has ev-
erything that would make
a character unlikable, but
Lange makes us love her
instead. Her unrelenting
attempts at living out her
dream of stardom after
having gone through so
much makes us secretly
root for her.

Dandy Mott, played
by Finn Wittrock, is one
of the best villains in the
AHS series. He’s a manic
rich kid with a fascination
for freaks. The disturbed
Dandy could have used a
bit more character develop-
ment, but he still remains
among the best villains.

Twisty the Clown is a
close second as a villain,
but his sad past human-

this one. It also featured
some of the best perfor-
mances by Angela Bassett
and Gabourey Sidibe.
The premise to Coven
sounded so interest-
ing, following a coven
of Salem decedents at
a witch academy, but it
quickly disappointed.
Coven had one of the
most rushed season fi-
nales. For a show that
was all about witches,
the witches grew tired
and boring as the sea-
son progressed. Charac-
ters would not stay dead
as they would be killed
off and brought back a
few episodes later.
Best Episode: Episode
1, Bitchcraft

and how every character ended
up trapped in there. It was an
interesting choice by Murphy
and Falchuk to have all of their
characters killed off, but it was
one that worked.

The only flaw in this sea-
son is the somewhat lacklus-
ter ending.

Best Episode: Episode 10,
Smoldering Children

This is the best episode of the
season because it’s full of twists
and it gives great character de-
velopment to Tate. We realize
that Violet has actually been
dead for a while as she finds her
own body. We also get a better
understanding of Tate’s evilness
as it’s revealed that he’s respon-
sible for Larry’s burns. Ben also
discovers that Tate is the Rubber
Man who got Vivien pregnant.

izes him. Twisty deserved a
better ending and more screen
time, but what little we did
get was amazing. John Carroll
Lynch was unrecognizable as
the demented killer clown.
Best Episode: Episode 1,
Monsters Among Us

The best opening episode of
the entire AHS series. With-
out being given too much,
we’re introduced to Elsa Mars,
who runs one of the world’s
last remaining freak shows in
Jupiter, Fla., in 1952. We also
get to see Twisty murdering a
cookie cutter ‘50s picnicking
couple (one of the best scenes
in the season), conjoined
twins Bette and Dot, a beard-
ed lady and Jimmy Darling,
a freak hoping to live a nor-
mal life. These characters and
their deformities are enough
to keep people watching.

Bitchcraft opens up the
season with Zoe losing her
virginity and accidently
killing her boyfriend after
discovering she has hidden
powers. She’s then sent to
an all-girls private school
that teaches young witches
how to survive in the mod-
ern world. Here we meet
the other girls and see what
their powers are. It’s an ex-
citing set up as it came off
as more entertaining than
dreary and dark. Kathy
Bates was also welcomed to
the AHS world with a ter-

rifying introduction.

2. ASYLUM

AMERICAN FORROR STORY ASYLUM

~

ocT 17

FX

The only thing keeping Asy-
lum from being the best season
yet is the random and unnec-

4. ROANOKE

AMERICAN HORR SRS

A lot of people didn't like
Roanoke, but it has been one
of the best seasons so far. It
was a little confusing to follow

who the actors and the real

6. HOTEL

ocr7 AHS HOTEL FXC

Okay, I know some of you may
be judging me for putting this
dead last, but the season started

essary alien plot line. But Asy-
lum definitely lived up to the
expectations following Murder
House. It gave us the iconic
Lana Winters, Bloody Face,
Nazi doctors, demonic pos-
sessions and the Name Game
song all set in a mental institu-
tion in the 1960s.

We slowly get to see most of
the characters become patients
of the asylum, making this a
more psychological horror
rather than a strictly super-
natural one. This is however,
the scariest season of the series.
There’s a deep sense of hope-
lessness for some these charac-
ters and also the most disturb-
ing characters that make this
season so compelling.

Asylum also had an underly-
ing message as it tells the story

characters were, but the plot
was meticulously thought out.

When the season premiered,
no one knew what it would be.
Murphy had only been giving
teasers, but never talked about
what the theme would be.
The mystery behind the show
made it even more interesting
to watch.

This was different from the
last four seasons as it had a
meta theme of a show within
a show. It had actors playing
multiple roles in Roanoke,
which they all did extremely
well.

We see characters face the
violent ghosts of the Roanoke
Colony and a cannibalistic
family who lives nearby. Roa-
noke was one of the goriest on
the AHS series.

It was the epilogue end-
ing that put Roanoke further
down the list. We get every-

out incredibly strong only to fall
into a deep end, never to be re-
membered. The whole season
was a mess with no concrete
story arcs and flat storylines.
We followed a serial killer, while
Lady Gaga, a blood-sucking
countess, kept turning nearly ev-
eryone she met.

This was the first AHS without
Jessica Lange and her absence hit
hard. Although she won a Gold-
en Globe for her performance,
Lady Gaga couldn't quite live up
as the main character (yes, she
was a main character). This was
also one of Evan Peters’ weakest
characters in all of the series. He
played James March, a multi-
millionaire serial killer from the
1920s stuck living in his own ho-
tel, one he built as a trap to satisfy
his need to kill. He was more of a
caricature than a villain.

THE “AMERICAN HORROR STORY” SEASONS

of how people get cast out of
society for being gay or lesbian
or in an interracial relationship.
Best Episode: Episode 10,
The Name Game

This episode has one of the
most-remembered scenes in
the series with Jude’s hallucina-
tion of a happy dance to “The
Name Game” We get to see
Jude as a patient for the first
time and go through electro-
convulsive therapy. This epi-
sode also featured the deaths
of Sister Mary Eunice and Dr.
Arden. The Nazi doctor’s death
was an intentional metaphor
set up by Murphy, as he dies
going into an oven after a pos-
sessed Sister Mary Eunice.
Grace also gives birth to a baby
she reveals to be Kits.

thing explained and tied to-
gether with a neat little bow.
Having the series end that way
was lackluster and took away
from the disturbing theme the
rest of the season followed.
Best Episode: Episode 6,
Chapter 6

This episode was a major
shift in the season. We get to
see completely different char-
acters from the reenactors as
they play the real version of
themselves. Seeing the actors
and their real-life counterparts
together at the Roanoke house
during the blood moon is one
of the most fascinating twists
of the season. It’s also revealed
toward the end that over the
course of the new series all but
one of the participants died in
the house and the series never
made it to air.

The most interesting thing
about Hotel was that it was the
season that helped connect most
of the previous seasons together.
But it didn't even feel scary like
previous seasons have.

Best Episode: Episode 9, Be
Our Guest

Liz was the reason for this
episode’s success. The trans-
gender character was also one
of the best characters of the
season. In this final episode,
we see her life come to an end
after she asks the ghosts of
Hotel Cortez to kill her when
she finds that she has prostate
cancer. The Countess (Gaga)
returns to kill her and Tristan
comes back as well. The high-
light was the return of Billie
Dean Howard from Mur-

der House.
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Your input is needed!

The Tuition and Fee Advisory Committee will be hosting a
forum on proposed increases to tuition and fees for the next
two years. No one ever wants to see an increase in what they
currently pay, but understanding how tuition is an
investment in their own future can make a huge difference.

Learn more and voice your opinion at the following forum:

Open Forum

November7,2017 | 2:00 P.M.
University Suite 312, Union East Building

If you are unable to attend the forum, you can also
submit feedback online by visiting www.utep.edu/tuition.

WWW. Utep-Ed u/tu iti on For more information, please call (915) 747-5076
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Videogames to scare yourself with during Halloween week

BY EDDIE VELAZQUEZ

The Prospector

Editor’s Note: The “time it takes to beat”
portion of this article was retrieved from
howlongtobeat.com.

1- “Until Dawn”

Platform: Playsta-
tion 4

Developer: Supermas-
sive Games

Genre: Survival horror
Time it takes to beat:
Nine hours

Number of players:
single player

In “Until Dawn,”
players are set in the shoes of a rotat-
ing cast of eight teenagers who decide
to go to a Canadian ski resort in the
fictional Blackwood Mountains. The
group had previous history at that
cabin, having witnessed the disappear-
ance of a pair of twins who were part of
the group just the year before.

They are quickly attacked by a mur-
derous psychopath and tasked with
surviving until daylight. Because of
its character dynamics, the game begs
to be played multiple times to truly
piece together the story. Additionally,
certain moments in its nine-hour cam-
paign will ask for the player to make
a decision that drastically changes the
course of their playthrough, making its
player-choice feature an element that
makes every run-through feel unique.

The gameplay in “Until Dawn” is
unconventional. While it does make
use of the third-person perspective,
it is not a shooter or an action game
per se. The game is very much based

on confined exploration, quick-time-
events and decision making in terms
of managing relationships between
characters—sometimes evoking the
feel of an interactive horror film.

2- “Dead Space”
Platform: Playstation
3, Xbox 360, Xbox

One, PC

Developer: Visceral
Games

Genres: Third person
shooter, survival horror
Time to beat: 13 hours
Number of players:

single player

Set in the year 2508, the atmospheric
and haunting “Dead Space” casts play-
ers in the role of space ship systems en-
gineer Isaac Clarke, who is in charge of
investigating a ravaging attack aboard
the USG Ishimura.

The Ishimura is a mining ship
that was sent on a mission to mine
ore from a planet, but had its crew
viciously slaughtered by creatures
known as “necromorphs”—reanimat-
ed human corpses.

With the help of two of his crew-
mates, Clarke navigates the Ishimura
finding clues about the origins of the
necromorphs and the Ishimura’s ac-
tual mission.

The enemy design is also remarkable,
as the necromorphs look like eerie and
demented human abominations.

Due to players being used to always
aiming at the enemies’ heads for a quick
kill, this title forces players to sever the
necromorphs’ limbs as the only way of
vanquishing them.

Another immersive factor in this
game is Isaac Clarke himself and how his

role as an engineer affects the gameplay.
Instead of displaying ammunition and
Clarkess life bar as a graphic, his suit dis-
plays a hologram that shows his health.
The weapons in this game are futuristic
engineering tools such as a plasma cut-
ter—which resembles a welding tool—
and a fire extinguisher that also func-
tions as a flamethrower.

3- “Left 4 Dead 2”
Platform: Xbox 360,
Xbox One, PC
Developer: Valve
Genre: First person
shooter

Time to beat: eight
hours

Number of players:
two on the same
console, up to eight
online

As the title suggests, “Left 4 Dead 2”
is best played in multiplayer. The online
cooperative component has been criti-
cally acclaimed and continues to be one
of the landmarks of online gaming.

Players can assume the role of Ro-
chelle, Coach, Nick or Ellis, a set of
survivors immune to the “green flu”

This disease took over the country
and turned those affected into zom-
bies. As the survivors, the players
have to make their way through the
southern United States throughout
the course of five different missions.

The game is light in story, but the
addictive and frantic gameplay more
than make up for its simple plot.
A small variety of guns and melee
weapons make up the arsenal in the
game, however the reduced selection
makes every weapon feel different
and unique, allowing for better strat-

egizing when fighting the hordes of
the undead.

Aside from the cooperative cam-
paign gameplay, “Left 4 Dead 2” also
features a competitive mode, where a
set of four survivors faces a set of four
special zombies.

4- “Alien: Isolation”

Platform: Xbox One,
Playstation 4, PC,
Playstation 3 and
Xbox 360
Developer: Creative
Assembly

Genre: Survival hor-
ror, stealth

Time to beat: 18 hours
Number of players:

A L I EN
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single player

Based on the popular movie franchise
of the same name, “Alien: Isolations”
tenebrous sound design and exceptional
Xenomorph artificial intelligence make it
the definitive videogame experience as far
as the “Alien” universe goes.

Playing as Amanda Ripley—daughter
of “Alien” protagonist Ellen Ripley— play-
ers will have to evade and repel continu-
ous attacks from the Xenomorphs aboard
of the Sevastopol space station, as Aman-
da attempts to investigate her mother’s
mysterious disappearance.

The alien is the recurring enemy
throughout the course of the 18-hour
campaign. However, there is nothing pre-
dictable about his behavior and the ways
in which it attacks the player.

While there are ways to avoid the Xen-
omorph, no trick works twice. For exam-
ple, after using storage lockers as a hiding
spot, the alien will learn from this behav-
ior and will start inspecting lockers more

SUMMER BODIES ARE
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WIN FREE GYM PASSES IN NOVEMBER,
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feedback on how we can improve The Prospector print
or online editions or our social media.
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frequently from that point on. Attacking
it produces the same result. Weapons
such as the flamethrower only work a
couple of times before the alien adapts to
the heat and starts resisting the fire.

5- “The Evil Within”
Platform: Xbox One,
Playstation 4, PC,
Playstation 3, Xbox 360
Developer: Tango
Gameworks

Genre: Third person
shooter, survival
horror

Time to beat: 16 hours
Number of players:
single player

E "

“The Evil Within” is a return to form for
survival horror games.

The story focuses on detective Se-
bastian Castellanos, who is tasked with
investigating a mass murder at Beacon
Mental Hospital. After he is separated
from his colleagues, Castellanos is at-
tacked by a man with a chainsaw, setting
the tone for the events to come. After try-
ing to regroup with the other detectives,
Dr. Marcelo Jimenez explains to him that
amysterious hooded figure known as Ru-
vik is stalking them and has the power to
alter reality.

One of the most interesting elements of
this game is its vagueness in combat. The
game is purposely scarce in ammo and
does not mind leading the player down a
stray path.

The enemy design in “The Evil Within”
is particularly creepy. The enemies tend
to have procedurally generated designs—
that way the player rarely gets to see the
same enemy twice.

o Follow Eddie Velazquez on Twitter @ezvelazquez
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Cafe de Tolteca alms to become a venue known for their art and coffee
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Cafe de Tolteca features organic ingredients on their menu such as raw honey and lavender

BY CLAUDIA FLORES

The Prospector

Café de Tolteca is a new coffee place
that brings together the familiar flavors
of the Southwest and those unique to
the El Paso region.

Located at 602 Magoffin Ave., Ste. 1B,
Café de Tolteca opened its doors back
in March.

“The opening of this coffee shop hap-
pened by both the preservation of the
historic Toltec building and my passion
for ecology, sustainable agriculture and
food systems,” said Isabella Uribe, own-
er of Café de Tolteca.

Uribe said the café is named after
the Toltec building itself and that her
family helped decide in the Spanish
translation as a reference to the unique
border community.

Café de Tolteca offers a variety of
drinks such as the honey latte, made

with raw organic honey, lavender latte,
containing lavender extract and the
cacao mocha prepared with raw cacao.
Their signature drink is their arroz con
café (rice and coffee) latte.

“While I was traveling from state to
state for years studying biology and
different agricultural philosophies, I
sometimes would feel nostalgic for the
flavors of the southwest and family rec-
ipes, Uribe said. “When I returned to
my roots in El Paso, this remembered
nostalgia is what inspired recipes such
as the arroz con café, which I believe is
considered our house drink”

Among the ingredients in their sig-
nature drink are steamed rice milk with
cinnamon poured over espresso and
homemade vanilla syrup.

Uribe said this drink evokes a taste
reminiscent to her grandmother’s arroz
con leche.
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Café de Tolteca also serves different
alternatives to milk that include rice
milk, coconut milk and soy milk.

Bowie Bakery is currently part-
nered with Café de Tolteca, offering
pastries and other baked goods. The
café also expects to work with other
local bakeries.

Uribe also said that they are trying to
expand their menu into food items that
go beyond just pastries.

“We are in the process of getting our
license so we can introduce more food
into the menu,” she said. “We are trying
to work more with Adam Marshall, an
awesome person, who runs Good Days
Trading Company”’

Besides serving coffee and pastries,
Café de Tolteca provides evening events
that features local artists and bands.

Uribe also said that they are trying to
expand their menu into food items that

go beyond just pastries. “We are in the
process of getting our license so we can
introduce more food into the menu,’
she said.

“Lately we have had the honor to
provide venue services for many tal-
ents including many local and touring
bands/musicians, as well as for recur-
ring events such as our open mic series,
a social senior group, and a new yoga
group;” Uribe said. “We are pretty open
to most things, we've hosted a grind-
core band from Italy, a Midwestern
pop-punk band, artists from the south-
west, and other fun events like a Wes
Anderson cosplay art show”

(14

The opening of this
coffee shop happened by
the preservation of the
historic Toltec building
and my passion for
ecology, sustainable
agriculture and food
systems.

- Isabella Uribe,
owner of Cafe de Tolteca

Freshman double major in physics
and anthropology Lilli Ayoub attended
the Wes Anderson cosplay show and
said she is interested in supporting a lo-
cal business that enables artists to thrive
in the local art scene.

“Ilike to support local businesses and
they are also located in a historic build-

ing which is really interesting. I attend-
ed their Moonrise Kingdom costume
party in June and a lot of my friends
had an art show there,” Ayoub said. “I
just think it is cool that they show a
lot of the young aspiring artists’ work
at the café. It is also great because you
are contributing to El Pasos economy
through the cover fee, paying the artists
and musicians.

Ayoub noted the costume parties at
Café de Tolteca as her favorite events.

“These are people who are inter-
ested in making El Paso a hotspot for
art, film, culture and music. Id like to
see them do more costume-related
events because I like to dress up and
see what creative costumes other peo-
ple are wearing,” she said

Open Mic series’ are a biweekly
event on Thursdays at Café de Tolteca
and the upcoming dates are Nov. 2
and 16.

“That is something we conceptual-
ized from the onset that we wanted
to do and gotten together to do and
it picked up a lot of interest so that is
how we morphed into hosting other
acts that were coming through,’
Uribe said. “We get people who want
to read their poetry and we get people

,’ coming in with their guitars ready to

play their music. We are interested in
growing as a venue, we want to do art
crawls where we mix the performing
artists with different artists who bring
their art to showcase. We are looking
to do another original themed event
for thanksgiving”

Café de Tolteca is open Monday
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to
3 p.m.

& (laudia Flores may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.
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Jones returns to El Paso after strong NFL start
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Packers running back Aaron Jones returned to the Sun City and UTEP this past weekend.

BY MIKE FLORES

The Prospector

With only one week off from a busy
17-week NFL season, Aaron Jones de-
cided to spend it in El Paso, the city
that saw him grow as a player.

The former Burges Mustang and
all-time leading rusher in UTEP
football history, was picked in the
2017 NFL draft by the Green Bay
Packers in the fifth round as the
182nd overall pick.

Jones’ first stop back in the Sun City
was at Andress High School to sup-
port Burges in a battle of two unde-
feated district 1-5A teams. The last
time his Mustangs beat the Eagles was
when Jones was still in high school.

Along with leading the Burges team
out onto the field and giving them a
pep talk before the game, Jones was
bombarded by fans from his first step
onto the field to his last.

“You see all these little kids and they
look up to me. All I can say is ‘wow;”
Jones said in awe of the support he
receives from El Paso. “I was once in
their shoes. It’s a crazy feeling”

And for the first time ever, Jones
has been away from his family and
his twin brother Alvin, who is still at
UTEP playing linebacker. What Jones
missed most came as no surprise.

“I miss my family, number one, my
brother, and I just miss the people
here in El Paso. I also miss the food.

The first thing I ate when I got back
was tacos,” Jones said. “It was a little
tough at first being away from him
(Alvin) and adjusting at first, but we're
on the phone all the time together. He
was over there (Wisconsin) last week-
end and I'm here now. We just have to
make the most of it together”

This season has been the Miners’
first season without Jones and the
team is 0-8 overall with no answers
on offense. Although Jones is aware
his former teammates won't be head-
ing to a bowl game this season, he
knows that there is still a lot to play
for and hopes they never give up de-
spite how the season looks.

In anticipation of Jones’ return to the
Sun Bowl to cheer on Alvin and the rest
of the Miners, 1,000 fans were given a
free Aaron Jones bobblehead.

Jones thrived on the playing grid-
iron in college, and he’s on the right
track in his short NFL career to do the
same on that level.

It's week eight of the NFL season
and no one outside of El Paso ex-
pected Jones to accomplish what he’s
already have. Two NFL Rookie of the
Week honors, one Ground Player
of the Week beating out the likes of
Pittsburgh’s Le'Veon Bell and Dallas’
Ezekiel Elliott with 346 total rushing
yards and three touchdowns.

“Its amazing. It all starts with the
fans; without their votes, I wouldn’t
be here,” Jones said. “I give all the
thanks to them?”

When the Packers first suited up
against the Seahawks to begin the
2017-18 NFL season, Jones was over-

looked and didn’t suit up as one of the
53-man roster.

Instead, Jones had to watch and pa-
tiently wait for his turn to show what
he has in store.

Come week four on a Thursday
night battle between the Packers and
the Bears—one of the NFLs greatest
rivalries—Jones began the night as
the third-string running back behind
Ty Montgomery and Jaamal Williams.
But later in the game, both Montgom-
ery and Williams were forced to come
out due to game-ending injuries—the
only running back left on the roster
was Jones.

(44

| miss my family
number one, my
brother and | just
miss the people
here in El Paso.
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Aaron Jones

-Former UTEP running back
And that’s all Jones needed—a chance.
“My teammates already knew I
could play. They saw me in practice
before,” Jones said. “All my teammates
are just proud of me and always tell

me how happy they are for me”

The following week, Jones received
his first career start for the Packers
against none other than his favorite
team growing up—the Dallas Cow-
boys. Since his 125 yards and one
touchdown performance against the
Cowboys, there was no denying that
Jones belonged in the NFL.

Jones got his chance and was not
going to give it back.

“I knew when I got the chance to
make the most out of it and don’t
give the job back, really,” Jones said.
“I want to be on the field and I know
you have to produce to be on the
field. I want to do some of the things
I did at UTEP—Dbe a big play produc-
tion player”

According to Jones, his biggest
learning curve from the college lev-
el to the professional level was the
playbooks. In college, there was one
playbook to learn, but in the NFL
there’s a different playbook every
week, with different plays and strate-
gies based on which team they have
coming up next.

After the bye week, Jones and the
Packers will be back at it in a crowded
NEC North race. Green Bay’s next
game will be at Lambeau Field against
their division rivals the Lions. But be-
fore Jones goes back to work, he had
one message for the people in El Paso.

“Thank you for the support, El
Paso. I love you guys,” Jones said.

o Follow Mike Flores on Twitter @MikeyTheReal.

Miners hope for efflclency |mprovement agalnst Blue Ralders

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS

The Prospector

The UTEP Miners (0-8, 0-4 C-USA)
are entering their ninth game of the
season with hopes to complete four
quarters of football, as they travel to
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on Saturday,
Nov. 2, to take on the Middle Tennes-
see Blue Raiders.

Coming off a 31-14 loss to UTSA,
interim head coach Mike Price is call-
ing for his team to try and execute a
complete game on all sides of the ball.

“We're trying to put together a game
of four quarters,” Price said. “I thought
our defense played good enough to
win (against UTSA). On offense, we're
playing a little better each game. This
team is getting better each week”

Throwing optimism aside, Price em-
phasized the words “A little’when talk-
ing about his offense’s improvement.

The Miners coaching staff chose
Zack Greenlee to start the game last
Saturday, but he struggled through the
air, only completing eight-of-29 passes
for 133 yards. However, Price said that
this week’s quarterback decision is still
up in the air.

Ryan Metz, the teams starter at
the start of the season, was benched
against UTSA because Price believed
he didn’t have a good week of practice.

“Zack had a rough night at the be-
ginning (against UTSA), he said.
“They’re going to have to put more
work on their part to prepare. I like to
have one guy at quarterback and stick
with him. One guy (should) get 75
percent of the reps at practice. That’s
my thinking. We haven't been doing
that. It’s a yo-yo combo right now”

Prices description was spot on since
the offense started the season with

Metz, but he got hurt midway into
the season, leaving Greenlee to go in.
When Greenlee was hurt in the South-
ern Miss game, Metz came back in.
The coaching staff in return decided
to go with Greenlee for UTSA after he
got healthy again.

Similarly, the running back situ-
ation is still going to be evaluated
throughout practice as the usual start-
ing running back Quadraiz Wadley is
still battling a leg injury. Price said he
wouldn’t bet on Wadley returning for
Saturday’s game against MTSU.

However, Price did not seem entirely
fixated on worrying about a player’s
status. He is more focused on the pro-
duction they bring to the game.

“Been through a lot of adversity,
overcame a lot and everyone here is
giving their best,” Price said. “Effort is
not the problem. Were not executing
things that need executing”

In terms of preparation, Price talked
about the changes the program has
made during practices, but he wants
to implement more four-quarter drills
that place both sides of the ball in real-
game scenarios.

One of the hardest adjustments,
where he sympathizes with the play-
ers, is the offensive changes the team
has had to adapt to. They have dealt
with offensive coaching from former
head coach Sean Kugler, former of-
fensive coordinator Brent Pease, cur-
rent offensive coordinator Brian Nat-
kin and himself.

Among the team’s efforts in pro-
gressing offensively, true freshman
running back Joshua Fields had a nice
outing against UTSA, with 41 yards
and a touchdown off 11 carries.

“I like Josh Fields,” Price said. “Big-
gest problem freshman have is blocking

The UTEP football team is winless at 0-8 and sits last in the FBS in total offense.

for passes. He did well and hé’s not real
huge. He comes into the game and I'm
really pleased with his progression”

Even though Middle Tennessee is
3-5 (1-3 C-USA), they are still look-
ing to close the season with bowl
hopes in mind. Along with the Min-
ers, the Blue Raiders will face Old
Dominion and Charlotte in the com-
ing weeks, which are two of the three
worst teams in the conference.

They are coming off a bye week and
are also coming off a big 38-10 loss
to Marshall. Although theyve been
struggling at the quarterback position,
the team is looking to possibly get back

standout quarterback Brent Stockstill
for this weeK’s matchup.

Stockstill is actually head coach Rick
Stockstill's son and is one of the pro-
gram’s all-time leading passers. His
12,461 career passing yards are also on
pace to put him in the top 25 all-time
passing yards in NCAA history.

The Miners will prepare for backup
quarterback John Urzua until MTSU
announces whether or not Stockstill
will play, according to Price.

Middle Tennessee is not just an air-
raid team, however. They've been very
efficient on the ground, averaging 200.9
yards a game. They are led by true
freshman running back Brad Ander-

GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR

son, who leads the team with 418 rush-
ing yards and three total touchdowns.

“He reminds me of Howard Jack-
son,” Price said, comparing Anderson
to his former UTEP standout running
back. “This guy is real good”

Both teams have won one game
against each other, but haven’t met up
in three seasons. The Miners won 24-
21 during the last time they squared
offin 2014.

Kickoff between the two is set for
5:30 p.m. MT and will be televised on
beIN Sports Connect.

o Follow Adrian Broaddus on Twitter @adrian_broaddus.
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BY DANIEL MENDEZ

The Prospector

The UTEP womens soccer team
ended their season with a 2-1 vic-
tory over the UTSA Roadrunners
on Friday, Oct. 27.

The Miners concluded their sea-
son on a high note after dropping
five of their previous six contests.
The team’s final mark in 2017 was a
record 8-11 overall and 4-6 in Con-
ference USA play.

“Obviously, we always contend for
a championship and that’s our goal
is to win a championship,” senior
forward Jeanna Mullens said. “But
you know we have a really young
team and I think it was great to have
a lot of them get a lot of game expe-
rience and play a lot of minutes.”

The young Miners team, lead by
head coach Kevin Cross, suited up
a total of 27 members. Twelve were
freshmen, eight sophomores, three se-
niors and four juniors. The team looks
forward to using that learning experi-
ence next season as they hope to con-
tend for a conference championship.

The freshmen came out to play for
Cross this season. Anna Jimmerson
and Vic Bodhan proved to be top
scoring threats for the Miners. Jim-
merson scored five goals and Bod-
han scored six goals in the season.
Combined with senior Kennadie
Chaudhary’s four goals, the three
accounted for 16 of UTEP’s 27 goals
this season.

FILE PHOTO / THE PROSPECTOR
The UTEP women’s soccer team finises the 2017 season at 8-11 overall.

Bohdan and Jimmerson led the
Miners with six goals each, fol-
lowed by Chaundhary with four and
Lauren Crenshaw with three. Cayla
Payne, Aylin Villabos and Danielle
Carreon each scored two goals.
Jackie Soto and April Pate each
scored one.

The team as a whole accounted
for 69 points. Bodhan led the team
with four assists, followed by Cren-
shaw with three. Payne accounted
for two and Villabos, along with
Soto, helped the squad out with one
assist each.

Bohdan topped the squad in as-
sists—four shots with 47, while 24 of
them have been on goal.

Coach Cross joined elite company
this season, becoming a member of
the 200-win club at UTEP. He got his
200th victory in a 2-1 game against
Stephen F. Austin. His combined re-
cord is 204-119-23 with a 62.5 win
percentage. The only other head
coach to gain over 200 wins in ath-
letics is the legendary late basketball
coach Don Haskins (719-354).

Despite not playing the last couple
games due to an injury, junior goal-
keeper Alyssa Palacios compiled 98
saves (first in C-USA/19th in the na-
tion) in 2017. She matched her ca-
reer high twice in saves this season,
10 against both New Mexico on Aug.
27 and Old Dominion on Oct. 1.

Palacios started the season in
fourth place all-time with a total

of 341 saves, but has now climbed
to second-best all-time this season.
She only trails school record holder
Amanda Smith, who earned a total
of 438 in 1996-99.

Another highlight for Palacios was
three shutout performances this sea-
son. The mark moved her up to 18
shutouts in her career, which ties her
for third all-time in school history
for the most shutout performances.

The Miners’ peak level of great-
ness this season was a five-game
winning streak that followed the
skid,
with the first four coming in over-

season-opening five-game

time, a program first.

The losing streak ended with a
hard-fought 1-0 win against UAB
on Sept. 22. During the five-game
winning streak, the Miners out-
scored the opposition 16-2, which
included three shutout victories.
It was the first time in school his-
tory the Miners started at least five
games below .500 and managed to
get back even.

As this season went on, it showed
that the young Miners were ready to
compete. Five games were decided
in overtime or double overtime.

“You know we learned a lot about
the team and it’s sad us seniors are
moving on, but I think next year is
going to be really great because a
lot of these younger players have
gotten good experience on the
field,” Mullen said.

Another positive was when UTEP
burned Division 2 New Mexico
Highlands 8-0, on Sept. 13. It
marked the largest shutout victo-
ry at the school since an 11-0 win
against Grambling State in 2006.
Additionally, the eight goals tied
as the eighth-most in a single game
in program history. Seven different
Miners scored in the contest.

“We have a great incoming class, so
integrating the incoming freshmen is
going to be a big part of our success
as a team next season,” Mullen said.
“Our unity as a team is something we
could definitely work on. The teams
that do the best come together and
are usually like a family, so that’s
what we've been doing here.”

o Follow Daniel Mendez on Twitter @dmendez24.
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Women’s soccer wraps up 2017 season No recruits,

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS

The Prospector

Last week
Evan Tafoya-
Vallo, a senior
linebacker and
guard at Rio
Rancho High

" School in Rio
Rancho, New
Mexico, de-

committed
from joining UTEP’s football team
after graduation.

No problem, UTEP always loses
one or two commits before signing
season starts. They will be fine with-
out this multi-talented athlete, who
can play offense or defense.

Yes, it might be all right, if only
they actually had another commit.

At 0-8, UTEP football has been
nothing less than disappointing this
season—most coaches, players and
fans would agree, to say the least.

The fact that Athletic Director
Bob Stull announced his retirement
in August and they still do not have
a replacement yet when it is almost
November is frightening.

With former head coach Sean
Kugler’s departure midway through
the season, it still seems like the pro-
gram is far from searching for a new
head coach.

But what adds the icing to the
downfall cake of this program is the
fact that the program is entering No-
vember with no 2018 commits.

To put that into perspective, every
single program in Conference USA
has at least one more recruit under
their belts, according to 24/7 Sports.
Even the two teams at the bottom of
the C-USA standings—along with
UTEP—OId Dominion and Char-
lotte, have 12 and eight commits so
far.

Most coaches will agree that it
takes about three years for a coach
to settle in with a new program and
find their niche with the team. But
how can a coach establish any sort
of program with no recruits? How
does UTEP hope to attract coaches
to their program when coaches can
see how much of a rut the program
seems to be in?

The Miners will lose 10 of 22 cur-
rent starters after this season to grad-
uation. With new coaching changes
and such a tough season, there’s also

hig problem

the possibility of some players de-
ciding to leave the program.

It’s understandable that the coach-
ing staff is short-handed, thus mak-
ing it more difficult to recruit. It
understandable that high school
recruits, who may have talked with
the program, don’t want to come to
UTEDP. It's even understandable if the
coaches may not want to focus their
energy on finding players, but focus
on getting their names out in the
coaching pool in case the new coach
cleans house during the off-season.

But what isn’t understandable
is how passive the athletic depart-
ment is being about this. The front
office is not only tainting UTEP’s
recruiting numbers, but also po-
tentially harming the program for
years on end by not actively helping
the program recruit.

Time is running out and the ath-
letic department has two options at
this point. First, they could actively
pursue an athletic director, who in
turn aggressively searches for a head
coach to fill the program’s vacancy
by mid-November, thus allow-
ing the coach to actively grab high
school recruits.

But the second and more probable
option that the department seems to
be taking at this point is being re-
markably inactive about this matter,
which will cause even less players to
want to join the team.

Last year, the Miners received only
17 signed players on the team, with
just three players having any stars on
their recruiting name.

Don't be surprised if come Febru-
ary, that number is cut in half when
and if the program doesn’t find

Some answers.

o Follow Adrian Broaddus on Twitter @adrian_broaddus
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