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I . INTiiODUCTI JN

This paper ls a short  h istory of  a Mexican-Aner ican farn-

i lX r  the  A l f rad ,c  Esca lan te ,  S r .  fan i l y .  Soc ioeccnorn ic ,  po l i -

t i ca l ,  e thn ic ,  and  env i ronmenta l  cond i t i ons  w i l l  be  expounded

rpon .  The  l i ves  and  even ts  o f  the  ances to rs ,  as  we l l  as  the

menbers of  the famtty wi l l  be c le lved j .nto.  The happenir igs aLrd

c i rcumstances  wh lch  brcught  these human be ings  ln to  t i i i s  par t

o f  the  wor ld  w i l l  be  d iscussed .

II. ANCIIST:rY 0F THE I!:ICALANTII FAI"{ILY

My fa ther ,  A l f redo Paez f i sca lan te ,  \das  born  in  Ranger ,

Texas .  He was the  son o f  C lenente  i l sca lan te  and Es ther  Paez

l l sca l ,n te .  They  n i -g ra te r i  to  the  Un i ted  $ ta tes  f rom l {e ix ico

through the  lJ l  Paso Pcr t  o f  l l l n t ry .

My great-grun,f fother on ny fatherts s ic le was naini :d i , {ar iano

i l sca l  an te .  He was born  and r  : :& f  od  in  the  s ta te  o f  Zacatecas  ,

M6x ico .  L i tu le  i s  kncwn abcut  h is  in fa r tcy  and y . ru th .  lde  do

know tha t  he  was the  owner  c f  a  smal l  fa r  n  lo ;a ted  ln  the  ou t -

sk i r ts  o f  San Jose,  Zacatecas ,  r ' l dx ico ,  dur ing  h&s young adut t -

hood .

Mar iano  I l sca lan te rs  w i fe  name was

had  two  ch l l d ren ,  C lemen te  i l s ca l  a .n te ,

daugh te r ,  Ma r i ana  Ssca l -an te .  T i bu rc i a

was  twen ty - th ree  ye i r r s  o ld .

T iburc i  a  f isca l -a"nte .  She

ny grarrdf : ,  b :e f  ,  "rr ld a

I l s : a l .  a n t e  d l e d  w h e n  s h e

My great -g randf ; i ther ,  Mar iano was an  e>,ce l len t  hcrs ,eman.

He jo ined so ' r le  insurgents  t  cava l ry  dur ing  the  ear ly  par t  o f  the
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Mex ican  Revo lu t ion  wh ich  s ta r ted  in  1910 ,  and  was  k i l l ed  ln

in act ion.  i {e l ived. f rom fB62 ancl  d let l  Ln I9L2,

My gra .nc l fa ther ,  C lenente  Es :a1_ante ,  was  br ;ught  up  in  a

fa rn  ln  the  s t i i te  o f  Zacatecas .  He acqu i red  a  g ra :n  ia r  schoo l

eduea t ion  by  a t ;end ing  the  v i l l age  schoo l  o f  San  Josd ,  Zaca te -

cas .  C lemente  Esca lan te  l i ved  un t i l  1967 and was 84  years  o ld .

when he  d ied .

C lenente  Esca lan te  was f ia f r ied  in  19 f3  in  the  to ' "vn  o f  So:n-

beere te ,  Zacat 'ecas ,  Mdx ico .  I {e  worked fo r  the  Stoae and l iebs ter

Power  and L igh t  Oompaay in  l t r l  Paso and i t s  sur round ing  te r r i -

to ry  f r . :n  L92+ un t i l  f93 f  .  He rose  to  f  o renan.  H ls  d"u t ies  con-

s is ted  o f  d i rec t ing  the  wor l t  o f  c rews who la id  undeground con-

c re te  p ipes  in te rs ta te .

My grea t -g randfa" ther ,  who in  tu rn  i s  the  grandfa ther  c f  ny

fa ther  on  h is  ino ther rs  s ide  i r&s  a  na" t i ve  o f  Por tuga l .  H is  oarne

was V is to r  Paez  and had in ig ra ted  to  l , {Jx ico  d , . l r ing  the  1950rs .

He se t t lec t  in  soLnbrere te  ,  zacatec i , . s ,  i {dx ico  an , l  nar - r ied  a  loca i

ycung lady ,  Do l r r , rs  Garc{a .  Ihey  es tab l - i shed the l r  home in  the

afor . rnent ioned tcwn.  Mrs .  Do lores  Garc  { -a  Paez oore  8  sons  ar rd .

6  da .ughters .

L i t t l e  1s ;known abou t  V ic to r  Eaez ,  on ly  to  re la te  tha t  he

was the sol-e owner of  a le i , , ther tannery and that he was an in-

f  - luen t  ia l -  bus inessman in  h is  hometorvn .  V ic to r  Paez  was a  mernber

o f  the  loca l  m i l i t i a  &Lrd  w :u ld  a rn  h i rnse l f  to  he lp  p ro tec t  So ,n -

brere te  aga ins t  naraud ing  Ind ians .  The tc , "vn  w, :u ld  tu rn  in . tc  a

fo r t ress  when th l  Ind ians  a t "acked.  Some o f  the  homes in  the



Lown Used tc  h i rve  underground passages ccnnect ing  each home wi th

the  o ther .  The L / r rnen and ch i ld ren  were  h idd 'en  in  these passages

in  o rder  to  ke :p  then f rom be ing  k ic igapped by  the  ver .y  Sevq 'ge

Ind ians .  Mr .  Paez  exp i red  in  the  ear ly  I !OO|  s .  He l i ved  f ro I

rB4B to L9o6.

Mrs.  Do lores  Paez was le f t  a  w id .ow ln  Sonbrere te ,  Mdx ico '

Heyfarn i l y  sca t te red  to  the  four  w indso except  four  o f  her  yo . rng

c laughters .  she  never  mar r ied . .  Mrs .  Paez ,  tcge tner  w i th  her  4

d .aughters  n ig ra ted  t , r  the  un i ted  s ta tes  by  way o f  E l  Paso in

L9L7 ,  and  se t t led  here .

lv ly  materna l  g ra .ndmother  was born  i i i  Sonbrere te . ,  Mdx ico  in

L}SS anc t  d ieo  in  f i l  Paso Ln  L965.  , ' t y  4a tdrna i  g rar tc lmot i re r rs  n ; .n3

is  [s ther  Paez  nsca l -an te .  sh*  s ta ; red  nex t  to  her  no ther  a l l  her

l i fe .  . r t rVen a t  the  t ime o f  ny  g rea t -g randrnothe- r rs  daath ,  my

gr i : r ic lmot l r .er  was Liv ing next door to her nother.  She never

r^ rorked ;u ts ide  her  home.  However ,  ss ther  l l sca lan te  kept  the  fami l ; '  o f

c le inente  l i scaLante  cons is t ing  o f  3  sons  a 'nd  I  daughters  together

as  long as  she l l ved .  I i l l i th  her  w isdJr r  aod gu idance the  fa rn i l y

grew up ahd has crntr ibuted in an h;nest manner to th.r  con:"nuni ty

in  wh ich  they  happen to  l i ve .  She is  bur led  in  I ' l t .  Carmel

^ a T o i a n r t
v v - . /  .

My mother ,  Mar {a  Ldpez Esca l -an te  was born  tn  l l l  Pasc ,  Texas .

$he ls the darughter of  Manuel LSpez and Jul ia Mcnte

no ther rs  mother  n ig ra ted  to  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  f rom

gz.  .4y

o f  t he  E I  Paso  Po r t  o f  En t r y .  She ,  t oo ,  se t t l ed  l n  E l

l i ve .

My great -g randmother  on  ny  mother ts  s ide  was n i ,ned Ana
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Montes .  Mrs .  Montes  m ig ra ted  to  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  by  way  o f

B1 Paso Ls  I9L2.  She brought  w i th  her  3  daughters  and 1  s ,cn .

The i r  ncxmes are  Guada lupe,  iose fa ,  Ju I la  and Corne l io .  Guada-

lupe died Ln L92).  The others &r. ]  e. l ive and wel l  today. Mrs.

Ana Montes  passed away fn  1936,  here  tn  E l  Pas : ,  Texas .

Jul la Montes v iuda de fJpez is the name of my grand-

mother  on  my mother rs  s ide .  She was born  in  Par ra l ,  Ch lhuahua,

t4dx tco .  Th is  i s  where  the  materna l  s id .e  o f  my fami ly  i s  o r i -

g ina t l y  f r rm.  Mrs .  Ju l ia  l Jpe  z  r , ) s ides  w i th  her  c laugh te r ,  Mrs .

Mary  L .  Esca lan te ,  fc l low ing  the  European Ex tended fan i l y .

sys ten l

Mn MarrueL Ldpez is the oane of  rny maternal  gra.ddfather.  He

Paso Texas  in  f919.  They  had e

nan?s are ;4ary and Manuel r , , , ,s j rect  ively.

hear t  a t tack  in  t k re  ear l y  1 t20rs .

Mrs .  Ju l ia  L5pez ,  w i th  the  dea. th  o f  her  husband went  to  l i ve

maru ied  Ju l ia  Montes  in  t r l

daugh te r  and  a  son ,  whose

Mr. lv lanuel  L ipez died of  a

in  the  St .  Iga t , t ius  0a tho l i c  Churc f r  a rea \o f  the  Seconr l  Ward . ,  aLsc

Known as  Sou th  E l  Paso .  F rom che  1 !20 ts  anLL  th rough  the  ea r l y

I9 \Ors r the  Ju l i a  LJpez  fan i l y  l i ved .  i n  t i : r a t  a rea .

l ,Jith tfrelAeatfr of her husband, i, lrs , l,Jpez went to work as a

dones t l c ,  ano  d i d  t i r i s  t he  res t  o f  he r  l i f e ,  i n  o rde r  t o  suppo : t

her  son and danghter .  However . ,  she mtrnaged to sand her  ch i ldren

th rough  pa roch ia l -  sehoo l  (S t .  I gna t i us  E lenen ta ry  Schoc I ) .  $he

saw tnen  g radua te  f rom he re .

i 4y  no ther ,  Mrs .  Mary  Esea lan te  was born  in  E l  Paso.  Texas

i .n  the  ear ly  lp23rs .  She grew up in  South  i lL  Paso anc i  g radu;L ted



f rom the nou defunct,  St .  . ,osephls Acad"e' : i iy(a branch oi '  I roretbo

Academy) in 19U. She wcrked her way t i i r , :ugh high school  and

her f  ietd" of  study was the Jon:nereial-  f  ie ld.  She at ta lned high

grades  in  S tenography ,  i lookkeep lng  and Typ lng .

Mrs .  Esca le in te  went  to  wor r  as  a  pay- ro l l  c le rk  imned ia te ly

a f te r :  g radna i t ion  and la , te r  becane ar i  execUt lve  secre tary .  She

has  con t inued  to  work  in  th i s  pos i t i on  up  to  the  p resen t  t lme ,

exeept  fo r  the  t ime tha t  she  spent  in  h iash ing ton ,  D.  J .  rvh l le

her  husband served in  the  Un l ted  Sta [es  A i r  ! ' o rce .  Th is  was

Oejtwee n L95L and L953.

II. CONDITIONS AND ,'IVilNTS SXPARIENCAD BY THfl SSCALAiIIT, F'A]'{trtY

Mr .  C le rnen te  Esca lanbe  and  h ls  fami l y  le f t  11  Paso  in  the

yeer  o f  L92L fo r  the  town o f  Ranger ,  Texas  in  search  d f  a  iob .

i {e  found work  aS a  laborer  in  a  s tone quar ry .  I t  was  here  thau

my fa ther  A l f redo l t rsca lan te ,  Sr .  wa.s  born  in  $epte : lber  L9 t  L922 '

L" { r .  f i sca lan te  re tu rned to  E i -  Pasc  in  1923

Soc_ iceconomlc  Cond i t l ,  ons .  The ear l les t  reco l lec t ions  tha t

ny  fa . t i re r  has  regarc l ing  h is  ear ly  ch i ldhood,  a re  the  cond i t ions

ahd the  p le ,ce  tha t  h is  fami ly  l i ved  under  dur ing  the  ear ly  l920rs .

He  s ta tes  tha t  they  l - l ved  in  a  bwo s to ry  wh i te  b r i ck  b  i i l d ing .

Th is  tenement  house is  loea ted  a t  2CB East  Seventh  Avenue.  H ls

fami ly  l i ved  in  a  two rc ' , rn  apar tment  ups ta i rs .  There  were  3

g l - ' l s  and 2  b . :ys ,  inc lud ing  my f  a ther  l i v ing  there ,  I t  was  a

southr ,ves t  corner  apar tment ,  w l th  one w indcur  over lo lk ing  the

RepubL ic  o f  
' ' l t6x ico .



6

Mrs.  Dolores Paez and her  c laughters l ived next  do ' - i r  to

my  pa te rna l  g rand fa the r .  However ,  a f te r  a  sho r t  and  seve re  i l t -

ness,  she passed"  away in  the y . iar  o f  L927.  My fa" ther  r , ;ca l ls

bha t  Mrs .  Paez  l a i d  i n  sba te  on  t op  o f  a  t ab le ,  w i t l i  4  b i g  and

br ight  candles burn ing cont inr {ous ly  a l l  n lght  long.  :o ly  fa ther

and  h i s  f am i l y  s t ood  an  a l l  n i gh t  v i g i l  ano  p rayed  l c r . ' { r s  Paez rs

sou l .

Mr .  Esca lan te  remembers  how i i l l  o f  t he  fam l l y  wou ld  s tay

ou tc l co rs  a t  n igh t .  They  wcu ld  exchange  s to r i es  o f  i , l Jx l co  and

the i r  s t r - r g , ; 1e  t o  ge t  i n t o  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes .  My  f  a th , l r r s  g rea t

th r i l l  wE"s  fo r  t he  week -end  to  a r r i ve .  W l th  a  we :k l y  a i " . I owance

o f  t e r i  een t s ,  f i ve  cen t s  f o r  adm iss i ; n  t o  t he  l oca l -  mov ie  house

and  f i ve  cen ts  fo r  an  i ce  c ream cone ,  h i - s  i nward  des i res  \ {e r i }

sa t  i s f i ed ,

Jobs for the Mexican-Americans. The on ly  joos  ava i lab le lo r

the prepondefance of  the l ' lexican-Americans in El-  Paso dur ing

the  1920ts  and f93Ors  were  the  unsk i l led  ones .  The -u lex lcan-

A iner icans  were  the  laborers ,  cooks ,  s t ree t  c leaners  anc l  s i in i ta t ion

workers .  In  E l  Paso i  one  requ i renen t  fo r  be lng  a  s t ree t  c leaner

wa.s  a  U.  S .  c l t i zensh lp .  However ,  there  were  a  nunber  o f  . . {ex i -

can-Aner i cans  work lng  as  s to re  c le rks ,  and  th is  was  a  p r l s t ig ious

job .

Soc l=a l l z ing  in  E l  Paso.  Ang los  wou ld  no t  soe ia l i ze  w i th

Lat i -n -Amer icans  bccause i t  was  tabo" :  f  o r  then.  They  wou ld ,  on ly

ta lk  to  La tLns  in  p laces  o f  bus inqss .  A  La t in  wou ld  never  be

seen  w i th  an  Ang lo  o r  v i sa  ve rsa .  Ang los  wou l i i  never  be  seen

in  South  i i l  Paso.  The\gr fy  La t ins  tc  be  seer l  nor th  o f  the  i la i l road
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t racks \ , { /ere the housemalds or gardeners.

Foor  La t ins  l i ke  my fa ther ts  r 'a in i l y  were  d isc r i .n ina ted  f ron

two ends .  Wi th  the  advent  o f  the  , , lex ican  l tevc lu t ion  in  lp lo ,

mar ly  r i ch  . {ex i :an  fa in l l ies  n r ig ra ted  to  E l  Faso.  They  se t t led

in Sunset i i t l lghts addi t ion.  They lookei l  dorvn on the pcor Lat in-

Amer ican l i v ing  in  Bouth  i l l  Paso.  These wea l th . , ,  i " lex icans  we- re
' \t he  s to r { cLe rks  i n  do l vn t :wn  i l l  Paso .  so  wha t  a  f rus t , , a t i ng

extr rer ience th is  poor  Mexican-Amer icans i , lept  thrcngh :  upper-
1

c lass  i4ex ican soc ia ld isc r im lna t ion  and Ang lo  soc icec  - lnomic

d . i sc r  im ina t  ion !

Socio-economlc Condi t lq jJ.s Dur ing the loSO ts.  l , {y paternal

g randfa thed sb :bn"  los t  h is  job  dur ing  the  w ln te r  o f  lg3 l .  H is

fa" : r i l y  had moved tc  7OI  South  St .  Vra in  S t ree t  .  ,4y  f  a ther  was

at tend ing  A lano Schco l  f ro rn  wh ich  he  graduated  in  L936.  I t  was

a b i t ie r  w in te r  and ny  pa terna l  g ranc l fa ther  app l ied  fo r  U.  S .

governmen 'b  re l " ie f  aLnd rece ived i t .  i , l th i ,L tever  a id  t i .ey  d id  re -

ce ive  was  no t  enough  to  suppor t  a  rned iu ;n  s i ze  fami l y .

Mr .  C lemente  Es :a lan te  wen t  in to  bus inesJ  f r r  h i rnse l f  and

becane a  s { i l f - , - :mp loyedrambuLant  Mex ican bread sa l , : sman.  Ih ; l s  .

ven ture  car r ied  the  c lemente  Esca lan te  fami ] -y  th rough the  de-

p ress ion- r idden  lp lo rs .  The  Esca lan te  ch l ld ren  wcre  tenn is  S l ides

dur ing  these years  and s t i l l  l i ved  * ;n  a  tu ro  s to ry  tenenen i  house.

My fa ther  p layed foo tba ,L l  fo r  recrea t lon  in  the  rn id ' j re  o f  un-

paved East  ! ' i f th  Avenue.  There  was very  l i t r , ld  danger  o f  one

be ing  run  over  by  an  au tcmob i le .  ! . lho  cou ld  a f fo r&.  to  o l {o  &

motor  veh ic le  a t  these  t imes?
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I ' l r .  A .  EscaLan te ,  S r .  g r i rdu i , . t ed  f rom Bow ie  H tgh  Schoo l  i n

May  19+1 .  I n r red ia te l y  a f te r  t ha , t ,  he  wen t  t o  work  fo r  t he  U .  S .

Civ  j - l  Serv j -ce at  l r ' f  iLL ia,n Beaunaont  0enerb l  Hospi ta l  (now cAl led

Wi l l l am Beauncn t  ru led i ca l  Cen te r ) ,  He  w : rked  as  a  i t / a rd  A t j ; en -

dant  u.Lr t i l  , ' lovenber ,  L942.

My  fa the r  was  d ra f ted  i n t c  t he  U .  S .  A rmy  ln  December ,Lg )2 .

He  rose  t c  t he  rank  o f  a  non -con r i i ss loned  o f f i ce r  and .was  Honor -

ably  Disch:r rged in  i ' , lay ,  L946.  Mr.  A.  i lsca lante served as a

Med loa . l  Techn ic ian  a f te r  hav ing  g radua ted  f r tm  Lawscn  Genera l

l { osp l t a l  Med i : a l  Depa r tnen t  Med i ca l  Tech in i c  i an r  s  Schoo l .  i l e

se rved  ove rseas  i n  t he  Eu ropean  Thea te r  o f  Ope ra t i cns  as  a  Med i cA l

Te :hn i c i an  and  was  deco ra ted  f o r  pa r t i c i p r ' t i ng  i n  seve ra l  m i l i t a r y

campa igns .  "1 r .  A .  Esca lan te  f cund  many  s ince re  Ang lo -Aner i cans

and.  learned t i i i ,c  i t  was in  the Arrned Serv iees thot  an ind. iv id .ual  Oo( ,d

be  p romo ted  t o  a  h l ghe r  m i l i t { r r f ,  pos  i t  i on ,  w i t : r ou t  one r  s  e thn i c -

t i c i t y  be ing  he ld  aga ins t  h i n .  i l e  a l so  l ea rned  t ; , a t  a  pe rs rn

cou ld ,  enhance  h i s  ec . :nomic  and  t i i e reby  h l s  soe ia l  s ta tus  oy  a t -

t end ing  i ns t  i t u t  j - ons  o f  h ighe r  l ea r rn .  ng .

In June ,  L947 t  ny father enrol led at  New Mexico State Uni-

vers i ty .  He majored  in  Pre-Law and mlnored in  Aerosp l i ce  Sc lence

and in  Chern is t r .y  and l t s  a l l led  coL l rses .  Mr .  l l sca ln in te  was con-

miss ioned e .s  a  Second L ieu tenant  ln  the  A i r  Force  Reserve .  I ,n -

med ia te ly  a f te r  tha t  ; t .  i r l sc : i lan te  took  a  90  day  tour  o f  ac t i ve

du ty  w i t ,h  the  U .  S .  Force  a t  B igSs  A i r  Force  Base ,  Texas .  A l l

o f  h i -s  tour  was spent  a t  B ig ; l s  and the  per iod  was June to

September ,  L9)9 .
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In  September ,  L9)9 ,  Mr  A .  t r l sca lan te  enro l led .  i , r  the  Un ivers i ty

of  i r ier , r '  i ' [exico in order to rnajor in Governnnent.  r ie stayed t i rere

un t i l  he  g radua teC in  Augus t  f951  w i th  a  "Sache lo r  o f  A r [s  Degree .

In  Se, , t . ,no€r  ,L95L,  r i ln  1 r .  Esco lan te  nar r ied  the  fo rne l  l v ls ry

Lopez a t  S t .  Igns t ius  ia t i ro l i c  Jhurch .  A f te r  hav ing  wonder fu l

wedd ing  fes t i v l t i eso  the  CIsca lan tes  co in tenced  a  l l f e  o f  r vedded

b l lss .  Dur ing  the  fa l l  o f  L95Lr  Mr .  l l seah,n te  \ ras  enp loyed by

the  U.  S .  Depar t "nent  o f  Labor  a t  the  . i r racero  Recept  ion  Jenter  in

I t r l  Paso ,  Texas .  I {ewcrked  as  an  Ass is tan t  Cen te r  Manager .  H is

dut ies  aa l led  fo r  the  account r -ng  o f  a l l  Braceros  en ter ing  the

Uni ted  Sta tes  f ro "n  Mdx ico  tha t  p i i ssed th rough I !1  Paso.

In  Decenbe : ,  L95Lo  Mr .  Esca lan te  was  reca l led  in to  ex tended

ac t i ve  duby  w i th  the  U .  i i .  H . i r  Force ,  as  a  Second  L ieu tenan t .  He

per fo ; 'med most  o f  h is  ac t i ve  du ty  in  the  i ' i eLsh ing ton ,  D.  C.  a rea .

H is  ,na in  du t ies  cons  i . s  ted  o f  conduc t ing  inves t iga t ions  in  bena l f

o f  the  A i r  Force .  l ie r , . r ,  my fa t t re r  ga ined se l f -con f ideL ice  in  re -

gard$  to  per fc rn iog  ass igned .  tasks  success fu l l y .  1n  December ,

L953,  Mf ;  A . '  0sca lan t6  was i {onorab ly  D ischarged f rom the  A i r  Force

as  a  f i rs t  l i eu tenant  and he  re tu rned to  111 Paso,  Texas .

My fa ther  took  te : : in ina l  leeve f r :m the  A i r  Force  and l t

was dur ing th is t ime thai t  he became act ively e:rLployedais an Enplcy-

ment  In te rv ie , , -e r  w i th  the  Texas  l lnp loyment  r lon in iss ion  in  E l  Pasr .

H is  ma in  du t ies  l {e re  the  c lass i f i ca t ion  o f  j ob  app l l can ts  ln to

the i r  respec t ive  ce ldpat lona l  endeavors .  He a lso  ana lyzed unenp-

p loyment  lnsurance cLa ins  fo r  accuracy  and c )nc iseness .  He

worked there  un t i l  August  L955.
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S ince  L955,  and up  to  the  present  t ime my fa . ther  has  been
\ -

4p lassroJs l  teacher  w i th  the  loca l  schoo l  sys tems.  He is  a  teacher
I

or euuecrble rnental l f  reta,rde," l  students at  j  unior high school  l -eve1

at  the  present  t ine .

He a t tend.ed  th ,e  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  ab  l t l  Paso f rom Lg{A to

L97L.  Mr .  A .  Esca lan te  h i ,s  a  iu ld te r  o f  Ar ts  degrec  in  i { l s to ry

and has  more  than 5O cred l t  senes ter  hours  abcve h ls  advanced

iegree.  I Ie  a lso  ho lds  a  Cer t i f i ca te  in  0ounse l ing  and Gu idance

f rc rn  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  l l l  Pasc .

I I I .  CUi{CtUSION (UIT.  : i IS]ALAI \ IT; r ]  '  $  JPI i \ ION)

Regar4ine the Chic-gno Move ie&. I  th ink that  the Chicanc f lov 'o-

ment  i s  e  th ing  tha t  was  long overdue.  I  am aga ins t  any  v i , r lence

lnvo lved.  I t  has  been proved t f ie , t  th rough educat ing  our  peop le

we can  advgnce  in  s ta tus  bo th  soc ioecooomica l l y  and  po1 i t i ca l l y .

Former D-Lscrirnina!!.:-n ,9gligreg !X thglblc_a_e. It is a well"

known doeumented fac t  tha t  Mex ican-Amer ieans  were  grea t ly  d is -

c r im ina" tecr  oy  thc  Ang lo- i \mer ican .  Many jobs  they  cou ldnr t  hc ld

and t ,hey were social ly shunned b.y the Anglos.  In r iany rural

a reds  t : ,e  i r  eJuca t ion  wa"s  o f  i r i f  e r io r  qua l i t y .

n ^ * ^ - n i  n -  |*.i:w-di_rltp _,_he Mexlc an-Argerican_g!_Igs t"e:"dgy_-*@ Joday. fn

yes te " ryears ,  the  Ch icancs  had  the l - r  hands  t ied .  They  cou ldnr t

move  ln  any  d i rec t ion .

Today,  the  , " lex ican-Amer ican has  beeome nore  na t i . rna l i s t i c

and ar^rare of  beccming the rnaster of  h is fate.  iVat ional ist ic in-

dependence  means  to  the  Ch icano ,  ccn t ro l  o f  h i s  po l i t i ca lo  soe ia l ,

and economic  ins t  i tu t ions .  i {e  no  longer  accep. ts  the  Ang lo
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Bystern  tha t  has  fo rner ly  ccn t ro l led  h im.

Today ,  pub l i c  op in lon  doesn t t  suppor t  oppress ion  o f  the

Mex ican-Amer ican in  the  I igh t  o f  Supreme Cour t  dec is ions  aga ins t

persona l  Wress ion ,  I t  has  a lsc  become popu lar  tc  e . t {pose a .ny  type

of oppression agalnst  the iv lexican- l l ,mer ican al l -  ovep the United

Sta tes .

lhanges in  the  Future  6{ t r t " the  Future  o f  the  Ch icano.  Soc ia l .

ecor romic ,  ed .uca t  iona l  and po l i t  i . ca t \oppor tun i ty  has  expanded
l  

- -

f c r  Mex i can -Amer i can  w i t h i n  t he  pas t  decade .  Th i s  w i l l  con t i nue

to  be  t he  case  and  i t  w i l l  be  up  t o  t he  Jh i : ano  t o  t r r , i e  advan tage

o f  a l - l -  above  c i t ed  oppo r tun i t  i e s  t c  t he  u tmos t  o f  h i s  ab i l l t y .
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