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Molfo Flores Diaz

Decsrber L, L975



This history of the DLAZ famiJ.y gocs baek f ivc ful l  gener-

ations and includes two more part iaS- gcncratiot ls. Nine

Great-Great Grandparents werc from Mixico, one from SpaS-n,

and poss ib l -y  another  onc a lso.

LUIS RENIAS DIAZ was born in Catalufia, Spain in the year

1885 from unknown parents.  In 1898, at  the age of  11,  he

left Spain as a stowaway on a ship. Aceording to family

members,  hc lef t  Spain beeause of  d issat isfact ion wi th the

"hard l i fe"  in his country.  Reportedly,  he camc to set t le

in Demingl  New Mcxico,  v ia the Car ibbean, Mississippi ,  and

Denverl Colorado. LUIS married PAULA ARMENDAREZ, who was

born on an unknown date in Asencidn, Chihuahua, M6xico.

PAULA's fathcr was JESUS ARMEIIDAREZ, born in 1B6J Ln Val1e

De Allende, Chihuahua, Ivi5xico. Her mother was ANGEIIfA

CASTILLO' born on August 2,  tB75 in R{o Flor idor Chihuahua,

Mixico.  They wcre marr icd in Aug;ust  1890 in yanosr Mdxico.

JESUS and ANGELI?A had eight ehildren, of whom PAULA was

the oldest. the other seven children wcrc MAGDALENA, JULIA,

CONCHA, JESUS Jr.1 JOSE, MANUEL, and P0LO.' PAULA, JULIA,

and POLO arc dcscaseds CONCHA l ives in El  Pasor fexasl  JOSE

is in Deming, Ncw Mexicor and MANUEL alternates between cal-

ifornia and Demine.



LUrs and PAULA had nine chlldren consisting of six boys and,

thrce girl-s. thc oldcst son, ENRreuE ARMENDARE1 Drhz (known

as HENRY)'  was born on August L?, LgL3. He was fol lowed

by LUIS in 19L5, ELVIRA in 1g18, IVIANUEL (known as NENE) in

192a'  PEDRO MOLASOO (known as M0NcrA) in Lg7o, cRrspul ,0

in 1921, PAULA (known as PAUTITA) in I9?5, ANCELA (known as

NANA) in 1927, and GUILLERM0 (known as WILTIS) in LgZg,

0n thc same year that Lurs RENTAS DLAZ bcgan his life in

SPAiN' JOSE SIGALA FIORES. ANd LUCIA ORTIZ CARREON bEgAN

theirs in i ' ,{6xico.

J0sE was born on september 15r 1BB5 in chihuahua, M6xieo

from the rnaruiage of SEVERIAN0 FL0RES and DAwIACIA SIGALA.

sEvERrANO and D.A,lviAcrA both were born in Bachamochi, Mixico

on an unknown date. They had three boys and two girlsr of

which J0sE was the oldcst .  The other chi ldren werer ANrsET0,

MARIA' FRANCISCO' and IIiAXIMIANAI all- born in Cuidad Chihuahua,

ANISET0 was last heard of from Pittsburfb Pennsylvania around

L926. r t  is  not  known i f  he evcr marr ied,  but he was cor l -

sidered to be the best looking of the farnily and was a 1ad-

ies rnan. supposedly,  he worked. in some stecl  or  i ron works.

I{ARrA rnarried rNEz PEIYA from E1 paso and died on an unknown

date. FRANcrscO ncvcr rnaryied and died in 1945 from what was



c la imed by a doctor  to  be tuberculos is  af tcr

years in the New, Ivlexico State Penitentiary'

fami ly  membersr  FRANCISCO was accused of '  and

he spent  ten

Aecording to

senteneed for t

The argumentkil l ing ane;jh6oriryl ranchcr over an argumcnt'

was ovcr some sheep, balonging to FRANCISC0Ts widowed em-

ployer,  crossing into the rancherrs propcrty.  FRANCISCO

was pardoned after serving ten years. ]Ie always claj-mcd

that he suffured from an injury sustained by a fa1} fron a

labor truck at thc pcnitentiary and not from tuberculosis

as was claimcd. MAXIMIANA marricd ARCADIO SOTELO. ARCADIO

is deseased, but MAXIMIANA presently l ives in Ciudad Chihua-

hua. JQSE wcnt to Ciudad Judrez in 1910 and crossed into El

Pasor Texas. According to farni ly membersr JQSE was eonsid-

ered to be pro-Vi1la and pro-revolut ion,  but i t  is  not  known

why 1:e left l/ idxico during the revolution. While in El Paso,

he met and married LUCIA ORTIZ CARRE0N in 19L4,

LUCIA, the s ixth chi ld,  was born on December 13r 1BB5 in

Asenej-dnr Chihuahua, Mixico out of the marriage of JUAN

CARREON and ANDREA ORIIZ. JUAN was born in Santa Rita artd '

went to Mixico when Santa Ana camc to power. His fathcr was

REFUGI0 CARREON and his mother was MICARELA (last rl&trlc uri-

known). Both werc born in Ga11ana, Mixieo. JUAN died in

tgo6. ANDREA was born in Corralitosr Mixi-co in 1853f grcw '

up in Gallana, Mixico, and died in 1928. ANDREAIs father was



an Indian namcd ANSELM0 ORTfZ,

LEDESM.A. and was born in l{ixieo.

Florida Mountains near Dcming,

LUISATs motherfs f i rst  namc was

is unknown.

Her mother was named LUISA

ANSELMO was kil led in the

Ncw Mcxico by Santa Ana troops.

IORENSA, but her naiden nanc

JUAN and ANDREA first had five ehirdren who died at ages

eight, nine, and ten' They werer sEVERTAI\iA, MARTA, JUAN,

DOMrNGO, and VIOENTE. 0f  the rest  of  the other chi ldren that

fol lowed'  TTBURCTA was the oldest and died in 1gSS, MAXTMTANA

fol lowed her and died Ln L95?. JUAN, who dicd tn tgbZ in

Palomas, Mixico, was the third. He was followed by T0MASAI

and then REFUGIO who died as an infant. LUCrA was the sixth

child. she was followed by ALEJANDRO who died in February'

t96L in california, JOsE was thc eighth ehild. Thc next

offspring was vrcENfE, who was kil led by pancho vil lafs troops

whi le he slept.  The last  chi ld.  was JosEFrrA, who unl ike the

others who were born in AsenciJn, was born in palomas viejo

on lvlay Jp 1896. she presently l ivcs in Dcming, Ncw Mexico

with her daughter,  Els ie Vcga.

JUAN OARREON moved his farniry by wagon from AsenciJn to

Palomasr MCxieo and. subsequently erossed the border into

Columbusl New lylexico in t9L2. The offspring of the farnily

is presently located in the Dcming-Colunbus-Palomas-Asencidn

arca. lucrA travelled to El- pasol Texas for a visit when she

met J0SE SIGALA FL0RES.



After JOSE and LucrA were married, they moved to the Las

cruccs-Mesil la area where their f irst ehil-d, JUANA OARRE0N

Fr,0RES, was born in 1916. Although JOSE and LUCrA owned a

snalr farm in rras cruces, they decidcd to move to columbusl

New Mexico because of  LUCrAts longing for her mother.  whi le
j.n columbusl thc sccond. daughter, AzucENA, was born in L9zo,

Tn L922, their f irst born son, ALFREDO REYNALDO camc. Due

to JOsErs lack of success in finding enployment after working

at the "Lecheria Nava" as a milker, the family moved to

Deming where JOsE was ernployed at the Holy cross sanitariun

as a 'cow mi lker" ,  p lastercr;  and carpenter,  In tgZZ,

GUADALUPE ELrzA was born. A baby was al_so born to JOSE and

LucrA in 19t5,  a lso named LupE, but died seven months af ter

bir th as a ' fb lue baby".  LucrA died on september 1J,  rg5g as

a resul t  of  a k idney infect ion,  JOsE sr.  soon fol lowed her

on Scptember 201 L96O of a natural  death.

rhe DTAL family of r,urs and the FL0RES fanily of JOsE,

united by the marriagc of ENRIQUE ARMENDAREZ DTAI and JUANA

CARRE0N FLORES. ENRIQUE was also known as HENRY and JUANA as

JENNTE. Both families resided in the town of Deming, New

Mexico. EI{RIQUE and JUAI']A were married tn L935 in Deming.

rn L9361 they had thcir f irst son, ltENRy ALoNzo, A ycar rater,

tn L937, ADOLFO DrAZ was born. HEirtRy is also known as LONNTE

and ADOIFO as AD0TPH' BABY DEE, cHrcA, and CHIC0. rn 1940,



ENRTQUE moved his family to El paso, Tcxas where he was crn-

ployed with Darbyshire and Havey cornpany as a welder, Hc

movcd his famil"y from Derning in ordar to aern $8.00 a day

in Er Paso as opposed to $4.00 a day in Deming with the

New Mexico Highway gepartment. whirc in El pasor thc last

child and on[r' girl, OARMEN rvONE, was born in 1941. soon

after thc attaek of pcarl Harbor, ENRIQUE informed JUANA

that he felt hc should enlist in the Navy. JUANA did not

want him to enlist since he did not have to frcrve because

of his dependents. ENRTQUE was inforrned that he couLd

enlist if he obtained JUANA's written pcrrnission. ENRreuE

was finally ablc to convj.nce JUANA to let hirn join, but only

after hc gavc JUANA permission for her to work at the Arrny

Airbase in Dcming, somcthing which he didnrt  want to do.

ENRTQUE moved his family back to their adobe home at l l09

south Ruby street, which had been rented to a friendwhile

they were in E1 Paso. ENRreuE reported for his physical

examinat ion but was rejected because of  var icose veins.  He

subsequently had a doctor treat his veins and again reportcd

for a re-cxalni.nati.on, He was acceptcd and saw scrvice with

the It lavy scabees in thc paeific. Aftcr ENRTQUE's rcturn

from the I'lavy in L9t+5, he was able to buy a truck and weld-

ing generator through JUANAfs savings from her emploSznent at

the AirbBScr ENRIQUE was self employed as HENRyfs MgBILE

WELDTNG sERvrcE unti l his death as a result of a car accident



tn L952 on the road betwcen columbus and Deming, Ncw Mexieo'

In 1963, at the urging of her family, JUAI{A sold the house

on Ruby Street and moved to Iras Crucesl New ivlexico' ty thet

timc, LOI{NIE was married and living in Las cruees, AD0Lp0

was in the unitcd statas Arrnyr &fld CARUIEN was marricd and

living in Deming, In L96t+' JUANA maffied 0HARIJES JACK BADLEY

and stayed in Las cruccs where shc now lives. JACKr ls he

is known, was born on July 181 IgLt in chi ldrcssr Texas.

Three other fanril ies mingled with the DTA?. family to producc

the present generation. Thc marriages batween HENRYT ADoIF0'

and CARIT{EN with membcrs of the T,OPEZ, LASS0, and BACA fam-

i l ies produced eleven grandchi ldren for JUANA'

FELIPE CARLoS LoPEZ was born in 1893 in Mesil lar New l/ lexico.

His parcnts. iRANQUILINQ LOPEZ and CELERINA (maiden yla;nc ur1-

known), wcrc born in an unknown town in MJxico. They had

three  o ther  ch i ld rcnr  LoRENCIO ( tgg?- tg?4) '  sAvrNo ( r8gg-  ) '

and EUGENIA (fgoo- ). TRANQUIIII iI0 was shot and kil led in

LgLt while serving as a Deputy Shcriff in fvlesil la. FEIIIPE

married PAULINE BERTi{A HICKERS0N. Soon after their marriage,

CELERINA died tn t9t2 and FL0RENCI0' SAVIN0, and BUGENIA

r^rere rcared by PAULINE. PAUITINE was the oldest of the sevcn

children of HAR0LD HICKERS0N and MARY REINHARf. HAROLD's

or ig in and.,Jate of  b i r th are unknownr but he died in 1956.

It is believed that Mary was of Gernen stoclc, born in 1870,
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entcrcd thc united statcs through MCxico, and diad in t953.

fhe HrcKERSoNrs other six children were MAURGARTIE, pHrL,

DOROTHY, CHARLES, CORINET &rrd LEO. PAULINE prenerrtl l , l ives

in Las Cruccs, PHIL died in 1968, DoROfHy Ln Lg?t+, CHARIES

tn L973, C0RINE Ln 19551 and LEO in L954. HAROLD's and

MARY's childrcn were all l ight compleeted with l ight brown

hair, whereas TRANQUILfNOTs and CELERINATs chiLdren were

darker wi th blaek hair .

FEIIPE and PAULINE (born in El paso in 1593) had nine ehild_

renr LAITBERTO, born in 1913 in salem, New lvtexico; BENJAMTN,

born Ln 79Lb in sal-ern also and died nine months later from

pneumonial MARrA ERLINDA, born in 1915 in saleml cARL0s, born

in 1917, also in salem; FEr,rpE TRANeurLrNo, born in cither

L92I or 1922 in Saleml CORINA CELERINA, born in L9Z6 in Sa1cm3

LE0P0LD0, born Ln L928 in salenr and MARGARET FRANCTs and

PAUI,rNE, who wcre twins born in t935 in Las cruces, New Mexico.

One of thc twins, PAULINE, married ENRIQUE and JUANAfs oldcst

son, HENRF.

LONNTE DrAz and PAULTNE l0pEZ were mamied on May 1, Lg6o in

Demi.ngl New Mexico. HENRy had just rcturned from servi.ng four
years with thc Air Force. They had two chj-ldren and adopted

two. Their f irst born was RussEtL ALONZO in 1)62 after they

moved to las cruces, New Mexico. ARly0LD JAVTER was the,n born



in 1970- on oetober 21, 1968, they adopted twin g5irLs,

I,0RRATNNE II{TOHELLE and I(ATRINE pAUtrNE, who had bcen born in

El Paso, Texas. fha twinsf father was reportedly an Anglo-

American who was in thc Navy at tha time, and their mother

was a Chicana from New l{exieo,

CARMEN rvoNE DrAZ becamc part of the BACA farnily when she

married I{ANUEL AGurr,ERA BACA in t96r, MANUgr, was the sixth

child of the ten born to J0SE it'i0Nf0yA BACA and ${ACARIA

AGUTLERA. J0sE was born on septenber 21, tgg? in Dwyer,

Iticw Mcxico. His parents werc NAH0R BACA and JULTANA MoNToyA.

I'lAHORrs father and rnothcr werc JUAN Ar,BrNo BACA and lvlARrA

rNEz GARcrA. &lARrA's mo.ther was named MARrA GARCTA also.

IVIACARTA was born on 24 August tgoz in pueblo Nuevo, Mcxico.

Her parents, cAsrMrRo AGUTLERA and &lARrA ARr0LA, werc born

in ft lJxico. J0sE AND MA0ARTA had nine chiLdren. EuALrA, who

was born in 1925t FRANcrs, born in r9z?; cAR0r,rNAr born in

L929r JUAN, born in 193tt DORA, born tn L9J3l MANUELI born

Ln L935t CARIWEN, born in 1938i ESTERT born in 19ll01 ERNESTINA,

born in t9421 and ERNESTO, born in 1gt+U. All were born in

Mimbres, Ncw Mexico with the exception of ERNESTO who was

born in Derning, New Mexico. All are l ight complacted with

black hair. JOSE and MACARIA.sti l l  l ive in Demins.

CARMEN rvoNE DrAz and MANUEL AGUTLERA BACA stayed in Deming

Y



and had four childrenr CRISfQBAI HENRY, born in 1962t MARIA

TERESA, born in 1964t DOIORES ELENA, born in 1958r and JQSE

lllANUEL, born Ln t970. CRIStOBAL and TERESA are both vcry

Iight compl-eetcd with light brown hair and DOL0RES and MANUEL

are dark complccted with black hair.

While stationed in the Panama Canal Sone with the United

States Arrnyl ADOLFQ DIAZ met and married AIXA ELENA LASSO

on October 1J1 L966. AfXA was born in Panama on October 5,

191+1. Her father, JOSE ISAAC LASS0; wa.s born in La Chorrcrat

Panama on September 21r tgL?. $er motherr CARMEN PINA, was

born in Davids Chiriqui, Panama, on March 24, L921. Besides

AIXA , ISAAC and CARMEN had anothor child' RIMSKY. In 1954,

CARMEN and ISAAC were divoreed. ISfu|C stayed in Panana and

CARHEN moved to the United States with RIMSKY where he chan-

ged his narnc to RICHARD COLVER, AIXA stayed in Panama with

her grandmother, HELENA FERNANDEZ. ISAAC|g father was J0SE

RUBEN LASS0 RIQS, born in La Cborrera, Panama in 1880 and

died in 1955, ISAACfs motherr HELENA FERNANDEZ, was borrr on

August 1?, L892. Shc dled on January 16, t957 in Panana Citye

Parr&ma. RUBEN and HEITENA never narriedr but thcy had four

childrenr of whom ISMC was the third. ODERAY HETENA LASSO

was born on March 28, t9O9 in I,a Chorrerar Panama, Ehe stc-

ond childr RUBEN JOSE IASSO' vtas born on March 29r 1913 in

10



La. Chomcrs.r Thc last ehild wes OLCA who was

cmbcr 22, L920. HEIENA FERNANDEZTs mother was

JOSE RUBEN I,ASS0 RI0S wes dark complected and

was vcy l ight eomplected with black hair.

born on Nov-

MARIA FERNANDEZ.

HEI,ENA FERNANDEZ

CARMEN PrNA's father wes JosE prNA and hcr mothcr is TSAURA

CONTRERAS. ISAURA was born in 1900 in Davidr Chiriqui,

Panama. After JOSE left ISAURA, she canc to the unite Statcs

and married J0SEPH fORsEtL0 in Naw Mcrsey, Nowark. JOsEpH

died in t959 and TsAURA remained in New Jersyp where she

prcsently l ives. JosE prNA and TSAURA had one other child

besides CARMEN and named her rDpA MARTA. IDDA was born on

August 3t t922 in Davidl chiriqui, panama. J0sE prNA was

very J-ight compl-ected with blue eyes and TsAURA was darker

with dark brown hair. TSAURA's grandraother was an rndian

from David. rDDA is dark eonplected and CARMEN is very

light cornplected with hazal oycs, JOSE PINA was nevcr heard

of aftcr he left CARMEN. JOsE was born in crrba during a stop-

over on that isLand by his spanish parents on tha way to an

unknown destination from spainl thcir placc of birth.

ADOLFO and ArxA had three chi-ldrcn. ADELTzA ELENA was born

on September 30, t96T in Coroaal, Canal Zane. The second

gir l r  ADYNA LUcrAp was born on october ?,  L) lo in Bal t imore,

iflaryland. ?hc last girLr ARTANA ArxA, was born on 26 Ausust

1 1



t974 rrl El Paso, Te<as. ADEI,IZA ard ADYNA a:e both broirn in ccnrplo<ion

vfieneas ARIANA is light. ADELIZA and ADYNA both had a spot at the base

of tlreir spjxe vfien tLrey rlis€ born, hlt later dli.satrryeared. ADCILF0 and his

farni.ly presently live at 2304 Ken Venturi, El Paso, Te)<as.

This family history was ccnpliled frcm personal intervievrs of JENNIE FIOFES

BADLEY, JOSEF'ITA FLORES BLUE, PAi]LINE DTAZ, CARMENT BACA, MCARIA BACAT ANd

AD(A DIAZ. Family recorrls and photographs l,tere also utilj.zed.
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