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ALIC IA  CHACON
by Carmen Montes

lbvember 26,  1984

M:  Can  I  ca l l  you  A l i c i a

Ch :  P l  ease  do .

M:  A l ' i c i a ,  when  and  wher

Ch:  I  was born on Novembe

M: Texas ?

Ch :  Texas .

M :  And  wha t  i s  t he  e thn i

Ch :  Bo th  o f  my  pa ren ts  a

H is  mo the r  was  a  Mex i

ge nt1 ema n .

hJere you born ?

t h e  1 1 t h .  i n  1 9 3 8  a t  h o m e  i n  C a n u t i l l o .

backg round  o f  you r  pa ren ts?

Mex i can -Amer i can .  My  f a the r  i s  ha l f  Jew ish .

n -Aner i can .  H is  fa the r  was  a  German-Jew ish

mother  was born.

,  my  mo the r  i n  Cu idad  Gue r re ro ,  Ch ihuahua .

o f  you r  gnandpa ren t s?

s  mo the r  was  f rom Las  Cruces  and  h i s  f a the r  was

e r ' s  pa ren ts  were  bo th  f rom the  s ta te  o f  Ch ihuahua .

,  f r om Guer re ro  and  my  g rand fa the r  f rom a  sma l l

Bu t  bo th  i n  t he  s ta te  o f  Ch ihuahua .

ha t  r i  gh t?

andparen ts  ?

ndparen ts .  And  i t  i s  ve ry  unusua l  because  my

h i  I  d ren

cupa t ion  o f  you r  g randparen ts  wqs?

M:

Ch :

M :

Ch :

M .

Ch:

M:

a h .

f ,Jhere were they born?

His  mother . . .my fa ther '

Your  paren ts .

My parents?

fu es. J
My father  in  Las Cnuce

What  was the backqroun

My  fa the r ' s  pa ren ts ,

f rom New York.  My mot

My grandmother ,  I  th i

t ou rn  ca l l ed  Sd tebo (? )

Bo rn  i n  Ch ihuahua ,  i sM :

Ch :

M .

Ch:

lves.  J

Do you remember

No ,  I  neve r  me t

parents are both

Do you know what

your  g

any  g r

on1  Y

M . t he
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Ch:  Yes ,  I  do -  0n  my  mo t

maker ,  and  a l  ways  s ta

was  a  genera l  i n  t he

the  Revo lu t i on  ve ry  e

and  i n  1914  was  k i l l ed

And at  that  t ime my mo

was  no t i f i ed  o f  my  g ra

A t  t ha t  t ime  she  fea

the  Revo lu t i on  i n  M6x i

safety .  And so she ca

and  t hen ,  wan t i ng  t o

And she had a smal  I

I  i ved .

M:  And how about  your  fa t

Ch :  My  f a the r ' s  mo the r  uas

fam i l y  i n  t he  sma l l  t o

a l l  o f  he r  l i f e .  We

other  than we knew he

young man f rom New Yor

you  know,  ve ry  much  in

M:  Wha t  abou t  you r  pa ren t

Ch :  My  mo the r  was  a lways  a

She was very devoted

mothen.  f i  gure,  you kno

a  s t r ong  i n f l uence  i n

you  know,  and  I  t h ink

that same type of i  nf1

dec j s i ons  rea11y .  She

' s  s i de ,  my  mo the r ' s  mo the r  was  a lways  a  home-

d  w i th  he r  daugh te r .  He r  husband ,  Car los  A lme ida

ncho  V i ' l ' l a  a rmy  du r i  ng  the  Revo l  u t i on .  He  j o ined

1y ,  a t  t he  ve ry  beg inn ing  o f  t he  Revo lu t i on  i n  1910 ,

i n  an  ambush  i n  Tomaqu i (? ) ,  Nahua ra (? ) ,  Ch ihuahua .

he r  was  a  yea r  o ld  and  r i gh t  a f te r  my  g randmothe r

fa the r ' s  dea th  she  dec ided  t o  l eave  Ch ihuahua .

some  re t r i bu t i on ,  you  know ,  t ha t  occu r red  du r i ng

o ,  and  she  fea red  fo r  he r  sa fe ty  and  fo r  my  mo the r ' s

f i r s t  t o  Jud rez  and  then  c rossed  to  E l  Paso

more  i so l a ted  i ns i de ,  t hen  she  moved  t o  Canu t i l l o .

se  bu i l t  i n  Canu t i l ' l o ,  whe re  she  and  my  mo the r

r '  s  paren ts  ?

f r om a  1ong ,  p robab l y  a  t h i r d  o r  f ou r t h ,  gene ra t i on

o f  Do f ra  Ana ,  New Mex ico ,  and  she  had  l i ved  the re

n ' t  have  too  much  backg round  on  my  g rand fa the r

d come to hasta Las Cruces area when he was a

and  mar r j ed  my  g randmothe r .  Bu t  we  d id  no t  have ,

rma t i on  on  h im .

,  wha t  was  the i r  occupa t ' i on?

homema ker .  She never  rarorked outs ' ide t  he home .

he r  ch i l d ren .  I n  f ac t  she  was  a  ve ry  s t rong

I  t h ink  peop l  e  ta l  k  abou t  Jew j  sh  mo the rs  hav ' i ng

he  home,  and  I  t h ink  tha t  my  mo the r  ve ry  mucho

ha t  Mex ican -Amer i can  mo the rs .  Mex ican  mo the rs  have

nce .  Como  qu ien  d i gq ,  she  made  a l l  o f  t he

2.

d  say :
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- - [ ,^ Ie l ' l  ,  ask your

Bu t  she  had  a l ready

capac i t i es ,  ' cause  he

He taorked for  the cou

to  the  Lower  Va11ey .

shop foreman,  he was a

ve ry  young  man .  And

Canu t i l l o ,  t ha t  i s  wh

M .

Ch:

M:

Ch :

M .

n h .

M:

Ch :

e  the  dec i s ion .  My  dad  u ro rked  i n  a  number  o f

i s  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  a n d  a  v e r y  i n d e p e n d e n t  p e r s o n .

y  mos t l y ,  i n  f ac t ,  t ha t  i s  how we  happened  to  go

hen he raorked wi  th  the El  Paso County as the

mechan ic ,  he  had  been  a  mechan ic  s ince  he  uns

hen ldor l  d  War I  I  came he had been the foreman

?

a

in

and  whene  he  had  g rom up  and  tha t ' s  where  we  
' l  

i ved ,

r s

a

he  wen t  ove rseas  Aur in lS  Wor ld  War  I I ,  when  he  came back  th ree  yea

la te r  t he re  was  no  j ob l  f o r  h im  in  Canu t i l l o  and  they  o f fe red  h im

pos i t i on  i n  cha rge  o f  f t he  wa rehouse  i n  Ys le ta .  And  so  t ha t ' s  whe

moved  t o  Ys le ta .

0kay ,  how many  s ib l i ng$  do  you  have?

t , . l e  were  seven  ch i l d ren "  R igh t  now tun  have  passed  away ;  we  have

now f i ve  o f  us  t ha t . . . l

And  how do  you  f i t  i n  l i t ?

I  was  t h i r d .

Th i r d .  Whe re  d i d  you  
[ nenO 

you r  ea r l i e r  yea rs?

Ea r ' l i e r ,  l i ke  f r om whap  age?  F rom s i x  on  I  l i ved  i n  Ys le ta .

And  be fo re  tha t .  . .  I

Be fo re  t ha t  I  I  i ved  i n l  Canu t i l l o ,  &es_7 .  I n  f ac t  i n  Canu t i l l o

to  the  Ca tho l i c  chu rch l  t he re  and  I  was  bap t i zed  the re  (my  pa ren ts

mar r i ed  i n  Canu t i l l o )  l I  was  bap t i zed  i n  Canu t ' i 11o ,  I  made  my

F i r s t  Commun ion  i n  Can lu t i l l o ,  and  I  s t a r t ed  schoo l  i n  Canu t i l l o .

t he  f i r s t  yea r  t o  scho f l  i n  Canu t i l l o .  When  my  f a the r  came ,  t ha t

back  f rom the  war ,  and l  we  l i ved  a lone  fo r  t h ree  yea rs  wh i l e  my  da

the  Serv i ce .  And  Canup i l l o  was  a  ve ry  sma l l  t own  and ,  you  know,

re lax ing ,  ve ry  sa fe .  l f  t f . r i nk  you  a lways  fe l t  ve ry  comfo r tab le "

nwe

r i gh t

we went

were

I went

i  s  when

d  was  i n

ve ry
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M:  0kay .  Were  the re  re l

Ch :  No ,  a1 l  o f  us  a re  Ca t

M:  41  ways  Ca tho l  i c .

Ch :  A ' lways  Ca tho l i c .  l , r l e

passed  a ! !ay  I  t h ink

o r  someth ing  
' l  

i ke  tha

had  been ,  you  know,  t

f4: l lhat do you remember

Ch :  I  t h i nk  t he  f ac t  t ha t

to  the f reedom and sa

tow l ,  you  know,  du r in

i n  t he  morn ing ,  you  k

meet  somewhere and ju

open  f i e l ds ,  t he re  we

ru ra l ,  ' cause  j n  Ys le

in  the c i ty  and i t  r , rn

easy -go ing  f o r  us  and ,

do. l ,Je urere a very c1

because  vue  d idn ' t  ha

we  usua l l y  had  was  t

Desc r ibe  you r  schoo l

g i  ous d  j f f e rences  i n  you r  f am i ' l y?

l i c .

new tha t  my  g rand fa the r

y mother  says 1 i  ke when

,  so  I  neve r  knew h im.

had been Jewi  sh,  but  he

I  was  I  i ke  t h ree  mon ths

But  we a lunys knew that  he

4 .

t  he  was  Jew ish .

s  t  a  bout  your  c  h i  I  dhood ?

I  a lways  g rew  up  i n  ve ry  sma l l  t owns .  I  t h i nk

ty  tha t  you  fe l t  and  tha t  you  cou ld  wa l  k  t he

the day and be gone.  I  remember the summers

bac k

whol e

tha t

M :

Ch :

,  g roups  o f  us  wou ld  jus t ,  you  know,  k ind  o f

wa lk  a round  and  k j nd  o f  go  ou t  i n t o ,  a t  t ha t  t ime ,

open  co t ton  f i e lds .  I t  was ,  bo th  a reas  were  ve ry

j t  was  a  ru ra l  a rea  too .  I t  was ,  you  know,  no t

ve ry  r e l axed ,  and  I  t h i nk  t ha t  t h j ngs  we re  ve ry

I  guess ,  we  d i d  a l l  t he  t h i ngs  t ha t  o the r  ch i l d ren

se  f am i l y  and  s t i l l  a re ,  and  I  t h i nk  maybe  i t  was

a  l o t  o f  cous ins  o r  a  l o t  o f  o the r  f am i l y .  A l l

immed ia te  fam i  1y .

pe r i ences .

was  a t  Ys le ta ,  a t  Ys le ta  E lemen ta ry  and  a t  Ys le ta

E lemen ta ry  i t  was  mos t l y  p leasan t ,  t hough  the re

k that  I  remember par t icu l  ar ' ly ,  I  remember some

maybe the bad teachers.  But  I  remember very

s .  The  f i r s t  t eacher  tha t  I  had  was  M iss  Ka thy ,

and  ve ry ,  ve ry  n i ce  1ady .  I n  t he  second  g rade

no t  l i ke  Mex i can -Amer i cans .  He r  name  was

h le l l ,  mos t  o f  my  sc

H igh  Schoo ' l  .  A t  Ys le

we re . . . ,  i n  f ac t  I  t h i

o f  t he  good  teachers  a

v i v i d l y  a l l  o f  my  t eac

and  she  was  a  ve ry  s

I  had  a  teacher  tha t

t

d
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Mrs .  Rober t s .  She  wa

number  o f  occas ions  s

Mex ican -Amer i can  ch i l

M :  t r l as  i t  an  ou tward .  .  .

Ch :  I t  was  ve ry  obv ious  t

and  I  t h i nk  t ha t  t ha t

and ,  I  guess ,  k i nd  o f

any th ing ,  bu t  she  wou

some  o f  t he  k i ds .  I t

was very grouchy.  And on

pa r t i cu l a r l y  w i t h  t he

she

and

an  o l  de r

was very

' l ady ;

ha rsh

ren .

t  she  d i dn ' t  I  i  ke  us .  And  she  wou l  d  make  remarks

s  the  f  f  r s t  t ime  tha t  I  r ea l ' l y  f e l  t  uncomfo r ta  b l  e

sad  you  know .  I  t h i nk  t ha t  I  f e l t  mo re  sad  t han

d  make  me  fee l  sad  because  she  vou l  d  j e rk  a round

v las  ve ry  ha rsh  and  k ind  o f  ug1y .  And  she  was  no t

to l  erant  i f  you made nhi  s takes.  l \nd she rnade a lo t  o f  remarks because you

were  b rown .  I  t h ink  pJ r t i cu la r l y  she  had  a  rea l  hang  up  abou t  you  be ing

b rown .  I  r emember  on$  t ' ime ,  she  had  a  rea l  t h ing  fd r  c l  ean l  i ness  and  fo r

hea l t h  and , she  sa id  t ha t  she  wan ted  t o  have  a  c l ass  doc to r  and  a  c l ass

nu rse ,  and  she  was  go ' i ng  to  have  an  e lec t i on .  And  the  j ob  tn las  go ing  to  be

tha t  you  checkec l  eve r i , t ' body ' s  hands  i n  the  morn ing  and  you  cheCkec l  t he i  r

hands  and  knees  i n  thN  a f te rnoon .  'Cause  i t  was  ve ry  impor tan t  t ha t  you r

hands  be  c lean .  And  up  to  k ind  o f  t ha t  t ime  I  had  a lways  thouqh t  t ha t  I  wan te rd

to  be  a  nu rse .  And  o the rs  o f  my  f r i ends  knew tha t  I  wan ted  to  be  a  nu rse .

And  so  when ,  you  know, l  t hey  ta l ked  abou t  nomjna t i ng ,  we l l  t hey  nomina ted  me .

I  remember  the  boy  tha f  was  e lec teq l  t he  doc to r  was  a  young  boy  ca11ed

John  F i t ch .  And  I  rem[mber  when  she  v 'en t  t o  check ,  you  know, ' i f  you  cou ld

run  I  guess  o r  i f  you  pou ld  be  pa r t i c i pa t t t ng ,  she  checked  you r  hands ,  and

she  sa id :

- - 0h ,  you r  hands  a rB  so  b rown  I  can ' t  even  t e l ' l  i f  t he l y ' r e  c l ean .

She  r , rou ld  make  re ry  ug l y  remarks  to  you , . you  know,  and  make  you  fee ' l  bad .

Bu t  anyway  they  d id  e lpc t  me  and  I  even  have  a  p i c tu re ,  you  know,  tha t  I 'm

dressed  l i ke  a  nu " r .  u ! ' d  I 'm  s tand ing  nex t  t o  t he  doc to r ,  you  know,  John
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14:

Ch:

F j i t ch .  A1so ,  a t  t ha t  t ime  Ys ' l e ta  was  ve ry  much  a  m ixed  commun i t y  and

probab ly  in  our  c lasses  ha ' l f  Ang ' lo  and ha l  f  Mex ican-Amer icans .  And a t

the  grade schoo l  1eve1 l  we in te rac ted  and in te rp layed,  you know,  very  we11.

I  remember  hav ing  somei  good f r iends  tha t  were  Ang lo  in  g rade schoo l .

And al' l  through grade school it was very good and t,re were very good

f r iends .  L r le  wou ld  v is i t  each o ther 's  homes and they  v lou ld  have l i ke ,  you

knowo b i r thday  par t ies l  and a l l  and  i t  wasn ' t  unusua l  tha t ,  you  know,  tha t

they would invi te,  andl  so that there was good comingl ing of  l ' lexican-

Amer icans  and Ang los .  I  U ln .n  we went  to  h igh  schoo l  i t  was  en t i re ly

d i f fe ren t  because the  h igh  schoo l  was  predominant ly  Ang lo  a t  tha t  t ime.

!,fhy was that? tlas thei.e a higher rate of drop-outs for I ' lexicans?

l {e l l ,  I  guess  tha t ,  bu f t  a lso  the  communi ty  tha t  was  feed ing  in to  Ys le ta

High School  at  that  t i f ie h/as,  you know, just  the populat ion was greater

at  the t ime I  was in hl igh school .  So that most of  the people,  the maior i ty

were Anglos.  Al  so,  at  the high school  
' level  

there u,as not the interplay

and the  soc ia l  o r  any  l t ype  o f  re la t ionsh ips  rea l1y .  I t  was  a lmost  as  i f

a t  Ys le ta  H igh  Schoo l . . [  was  there  fo r t54  to r57 : - i t  was  a l r , ros t  as  i f

there were two campuseg. The campus for the Anglo commun'ity and they kind

of  d id  a l l  o f  the scho[ l  th ings;  they were the cheer leadersn they were

in the contests,  they ivere in the p ' lays,  they were in al l  of  the organized

ac t iv i t ies .  And the  mbx icanos  we k ind  o f  had our  ouJn cu l tu re ,and our  own

th ings  tha t  we d id ,and lour  o lm ac t iv i t ies ,  and very  l i t t le  in te rp lay  in to

the  mains t ream o f  h igh  schoo ' l  l i fe ,  very  l f t t le  par t i c ipa t ion .  In  fac t

I  remember that  there lvas tv lo dr ive- ins that  were r ight  across the street

from each other.  One t^ras the Lucky Boy and i t  was across f rom Ysleta High

Schoo l ,  ac ross  the  h ig y.  0n the other one there was another p ' lace
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i t  was  on  the  o ther  s ide  and a l l  the

a t  the  l . l i gwam and a l l  the  Anq lo  k ids  huno

i t  v , ras  very ,  you  know,  I  th ink  tha t  h igh  schoo l . . .

a  lo t  o f  fun ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  pa r t i c ipa te  in  any  o f

tha t  h igh  schoo l  k ids  do  because we jus t  d idn ' t  do

ial  act iv i t ies and our social  developrnent came fronr

he  church .  In  fac t  I  guess  a lmost  a l l  o f  the

eta  area  were  sur rounded w i th  soc ia l  ac t i v i t ies  a t

s a teenager we had a cl ub that b,as a very, very

rmen /ehurc f  .  I t  was  ca l led  the  0 ld  l { i ss ion

led  i t  the  Old  l ' l yo (?) .  And a l  I  o f  us  were  go ing

uckles) And i t  was every week. I ' le would meet

ou knotnr,  whether i t  was school  or  not.  So our

ed around that,  you know, going to the 01d l lyo.

had a  dr ive  to  co l lec t  funds  fo r  the  Hungar ians ,

ol t ,  when Hungary r . ras f i rst  taken over by Russia.

d qui te a large sum of money. And we would have
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Co' lores is that  you assign everybody a color and then someone comes

and knocks on the door and you say i Quieh es? And you 7 ansrver 7

La vieja Ines. jQud 0uiereZ Un color, [no__.,f  un ]  istr in. jDe que'

color? And then they start  saying the colorsn and i f  they guess your

color then you have td run to a certain area. And that person wi l l  run

after you and i f  t l rey caught you, then you were " i t " .

Thats  co lo res ,  what  ig  the  o ther?

The other one uJas encdntado and that one, one person would be

would have two teams and you would have bases. The idea was

from base to base and not get caught.  I f  they caught you and

te quedabas encantado. And so you were frozen and you had to

unt i l  somebody from ydur team could come and touch you.

B .

r \ l l .

Ch: "  i  t " .  You

to run

touched you,

stay there

t n .
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I t ' s  l i ke  f reeze  tag .

I  guess so, yeah. la le cal  I  i t  encantado.

How were  you d isc ip l i r ted  in  schoo l?

I  don ' t  renrember  tha t  I  was  d isc ip ' l ined  a  lo t ;  I  guess  tha t  I  wasn ' t  too

bad .  (chuck les )

I ' le11 ,  fo r  example  jus t  a  ch i ld  misbehaved in  schoo l ,  v rou ld  they  s i t  them

in a corner?

l , l iss Roberts was the dnly one that I  remember was real  bad and she would

jerk them, and she woui ld shake them a lot .  She never did me, but I  was

terr i f ied of  her.  And she was in the second gradeo she would shake them.

There was another 1ady1, I  guess when I  was in the seventh grade, l , l iss

Harr ison urould get veqy angry too and she would shake the kids a lot .

Real  1y ugly.  i  was in her home room.

l , , lhat  type of  d ' isc ip l  inp did you see at  home?

l ' lost ly you had to go tp your room, you know, or just  stay,  you know,

in a certain room. l r le l ived in a very smal l  house" l , {e only had three

rooms and we had, you know, the k i tchen, the bedroom where al l  the chi ldren

lit .
t ' t  .
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slept and then k ' ind of ,  my mother had another room where f t  was div ided

and they had their bed and then they had a drape, and then they had

l ike  a  l i t t le  s i t t ing ia rea .  And most ly  you wou ld  jus t ,  you  know,  you

were kind of  l ike grounded, you know. She vould say:

- -Don ' t  go  ou ts ide i

How fa r  d id  you go  in  schoo l?

Through h igh  schoo l ;  I  g raduated  f rom h igh  schoo ' | .

l, 'Jhat do you remember post about your teenage years?

I had very happy teen{ge years.  And I  th ink i t  wasr }ou know, because I

was very  invo lved in  the  church  c ' lub .  I t  gave you a  good fee l ing  to

be long to  the  church  d lub .

Okay. At what age did you date?

l . l y  mother  d idn ' t  a l lo l { r  us  to  da te  and in  fac t ,  you  know,  what  we we used

to  do  is  we wou ld  go  in  g roups  a l1  th rough h igh  schoo l .  l l one  o f  my f r iends

dated  e i ther .  So i t  d idn ' t  fee l ,  you  know,  l i ke  a  b ig  dea] .  The Ang lo

g in ls  wou ld  da te ,  bu t i  you  know,  and they  wou ld  go  to  th ings ,  bu t  in  our

groups  no  one,  none o f  my f r iends  da ted  a l l  th rough h igh  schoo l .  We wou ld

go to  soc ia l  th ings  e i ther  sponsored by  the  church  c lub  or  occas iona ' l l y

l i ke  to  the  foo tba l l  lames and a l l  as  a  g roup o f  g i r t l s "  And somet imes we

would stop, you know, to have a coke or something, there would be a group

of guys and we would {a1k. And most lyr  Vou know, nobody had cars and

so we wou ld  a l l  wa lk  fome together ,  la rge  groups  o f  us  wou ld  wa lk  home

together.  So there waisn' t  a lot  of  pressure to team-up or pair-up and

there was a lot  of  grdup things. And I  th jnk that  we fel t  comfortable

with that  f rom the rel lat ionship wi th Father Mart fn at  the church.

lnlhat fads were popularl when you were a teenager?

Cherry cokes and cherr ly l imes, everybody wanted a cherry l ime when we went

somewhere. (chuckles) l  That was the thing to ask forn was your cherry

i l :

Ch :
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I  used

of

know,

l ime.  hJe  used to  wear  c r ino l ina ,  rea l l y  fu l l  ones .  I  remember

to sewo I a'l,rvays sevred a lot, and I used to buy the regular net

pett icoats and I  would add more layers of  net  at  the bottom, Vou

I  was prac t ica ' l l y  my mother  used to  say ,  l i ke  a  ga l l ina .

l /ould you wear th is everyday?

0h,  yes !  Everybody wore  c r ino l inas  w i th  very  fu l1  sk i r ts .  And fe l t

sk i r ts  so  you wore  the l  b ig  pe t t i coa ts  under  the  c i rcu la r  fe l t  sk i r ts ,

and then the sweaters.  And we used to wear the saddle oxfords and with

rea l  th ick  socks  on  top .  In  fac t ,  they  used to  se l l ,  i t  was  l i ke  I  guess  now

i t  wou ld  be  the  tube spcks ,  except  tha t  we used to  have l i ke  a  l i t t le

sponge,  l i ke  a  donut  tha t  we wou ld  buy  and we wou ld  pu t  i t  over  oun ank le

and then ro l l  the  sock  in to  i t .  So  i t  wou ld  make l i ke  about  tha t  th ick  on

yourank le .  ( chuck les )  You ' re  laugh ing .

(Chuck les )

That  was jus t  i t ,  you  know,  and you wou ld  ge t  tha t  and pu t  i t  jn  to  make

i t  tha t  much  th icker .  So  you 'd  have  l i ke  a  ro l l ,  and  i t  wou ld  be  l i ke  th i s

much on your ank1e. And everybody had that,  the sponges on the, wrapped

up in  the  socks .

How d id  you ge t  a long Wi th  your  fami ly?

I  guess  very  we11.  My o ldes t  b ro ther  was my bes t  f r iend  I  guess ,  You know.

i  cared for him a lot .  And then I  a lways fel t  very mother ly toward:the

younger  ones  and took  a  lo t  o f  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  them.  l ^ lhen I  was  I  guess

fourteen my oldest s is l ter  Bertha was very i l l  and she contracted tuberculosis.

And she had to go to--at  that  t ime they used to have to go a rest  home--and

she wols assigned to a pest home for s ix months,  and so my father would

take my mother every dpy to the rest  home to be with Bertha. And I  would

stay at  home jn charge of  a l l  the k ids dur ing al l  the summer.  I  remember

i t  was a whole summer l for  sure that  I  stayed. And l ike I  was in charge

t4:
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of  the three younger ones.

Is there a big gap between you and the three younger ones?

Yes.  I 'm seven years  o lder .  A l l  o f  us  a re  very  fa r  apar t ,  by  the  way.

l , ly  rnother had chi ldren forever.  l ' ly  o ldest brother is s ix years older

than Bertha, and then Bertha is two years older than I  am. She and I  are

the  c loses t  o f  a l l  o f  us .  And then I 'm seven years  o lder  than the  nex t

one, and then he was Fbout four yeans older than the next one, and then

she was about four yeArs older than the next one. Those t lvo have passed

away; the two af ter  mg have passed away, at  adul ts,  but  they passed away.

And then I  was eighteen when the youngest one was born.

l lhen did you ' leave 
hot|te?

l lhen I  mamied; when I  was twenty.

f.Jhen did you meet your spouse?

Right  a f te r  h igh  schoo l  I  go t  a  job  and tha t  tvas  one th ing ,  you  know,  I

th ink  some peop le  ask  you:

- - l , lhy  d idn ' t  you  go  to  co l lege?

And no one in  our  g roup even ta lked  about  go ' ing  to  co l lege.  I t  wasn ' t

something that anyone even thought about,  you know. l , le al l ,  you know,

I  remember  us  ta lk ing  about ,we l l ,what  a re  we go ing  to  do  and we were  a l l

ta lk ing about,  you know, what type of  jobs and where we r . l ight  look for

a job.  I  a lways enjoyed working. I  worked part* t i rne al l  the t ime I  was

in  h igh  schoo l  a t  t l .  T .  Grants ,  a f te r  schoo l  and on  Saturday  and Sunday,

0n  ho l idays  and week$nds they  wou ld  a lways  h i re  me"  And a lmost  a l l  o f

my fr iends also worked dur ingr /ou know, the sunmers and so forth,  most ly

a t  d ime s to res  and those type o f  th ings"  So a l l  o f  us  were  jus t  look ing

forward  to  work .  And I  th ink  a l l  o f  us  k ind  o f  fe l t ,  we l l ,  tha t  we needed

to help home. So that going to col lege was not something that we even

thought  about .

. |1 .
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You met your husband at  Grants?

l , lo.  I  worked one yean at  the El  Paso Humane Society and he was working

there as an of f icer.  And I  wonked dur ing the of f ice for  a year then I

went to work at  the Credi t  Bureau, 'cause Bertha, my sister,  was working

at the Credi t  Bureau and i t  was a better job,  so I  went to work at  the

Cred i t  Bureau.

So af ter  you met him, how long was i t  before you got marr ied?

About two years.

Did you have a big wedding?

b le ' l l  ,  I  guess  fa i r l y  b [9 ,  you  know,  i t  was  a  church  wedd ing .  I  d jdn ' t

l ike a lot  of  at tendants.  l4y mother wanted a big wedding. Joe had been

marr ied before even though he had not been rnarr ied by the church. lJe

d id  no t  par t i cu la r ly  fee l  tha t  we cou ld  a f fo rd  a  b ' ig  wedd ing ,  bu t  my mother

wanted a big wedding. And we wanted to p ' lease her.  So we had a vrhole

day  th ing ,  ' cause my mother  inv i ted  a  lo t  o f  her  f r iends  f rom Canut i l lo

and my mass was rea l  ear ly  in  the  morn ing- - I  was  mamied in  mass  a t  B

o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing- -and my mother . . .everybody came f rom Canut i l lo  the

night before and spent the night there at  the house, and so there was a

mob of  people already at  the house and then they had breakfast ,  and then

they  had lunch,  and then they  had. . " then we had l i ke  a  recept ion .  The on ly

th ing  I  d idn ' t  have  was  a  dance .

l {ere dances not real  b ig then?

Some peop le  had them,  bu t  i t  wasnr t  rea11y  a  b ig  dea1.  I  thought  tha t  my

wedding was a very nicp wedding. l4y s ister was one of  nry br idesmaid and

my brother and then twp of my friends were danlas.

l ^Jhat  i s  your  spouse 's  fami ly  background?

His  parents  had been m[gran t  workers  and had t rave led ,  you  know,  a l l  the

t ime with,  they had thfee sons, and so they had a very unstable-- for  my

12 .
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homel i fe had been very stable always and very secure in a smal l  town--

they  a lways  t rave led  w i th  the  c rops  to  a l l  k inds  o f  p laces .  They  wou ld

go to  Ca l i fo rn ia  and s tay  a  wh i le ,  they  wou ld  go  back  Eas t ,  and then

go wherever the betabel  is ,  lnrhich I  th ink is in l ' . l innesota.  So they

spent  most  o f  the i r  t r ime,  you know,  he  had a  very  uns tab le  ch i ldhood.

l , lhat  brought him to El  Paso?

They f ina l l y  se t t led  j in  Fabens a t ,  you  know,  lo ts  o f  the  migran t  peop le

f ina l l y  a f te r  they  go t  o lder  they  se t t led  in  Fabens.  And tha t ' s  where

they sett led.  They sfayed jn Fabens.

l^ lhat  was your l ivel i ihOodt How were you suppont ing each other through those

ear ly years?

lnjhen we f i rst  mamied?

[v"t .J
l le l l ,  I  worked at  the Credi t  Bureau for two years,  three years af ter  we

were marr ied and he jOined the Pol ice Department r ight  af ter  we were

marr ied.  In fact ,  the other day we were looking at ,  and there was a

wr i te -up  in  the  paper  and i t  sa id ,  you  know,  twenty* f i ve  years ,  I  th ink

twenty-f ive years ago they were of fer ing the exam and i t  said how many

peop le  they  were  go ing  to  take .  And the  s ta r t ing  sa la ry  was $350,  and

tha t  was  the  c lass  he  went  to ,  tha t  he  jo ined.

0kay. l^lhat was your favorite job?

'tt )
t J .
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l '1y favorite job?

/  Yes .

I ,  you  know,  I ' ve  l i ked  a l1  o f  my  jobs  and  I ' ve  lea rned  f ro rn  a l l  o f  my

jobs .  I  rea l l y  have en joyed work ing .  And I  th ink  maybe s ince  I  d idn ! t

go  to  co l lege tha t  a t  the  jobs  I  have learned so  much and I ' ve  had very r
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you know,  i t  was  check ing  c red i t  records  and a l l  tha t  a l l  day ' long  you

would do very rout ine,  But af ter  that  my daddy had a very good fr iend--

l , loodrow Bean that was the county judge--and my dad was always interested

in  po ' l i t i cs  and l i ked  po l i t i cs - -so  my dad knew Woodrow.  And t , loodrow and

Jer ry  Ca l l i son  to ld  h im tha t  there  was a  job  as  the  person in  charge o f

book ing  a t  the  Co l iseum,  and wou ld  one o f  the  g i r l s  be  in te res ted .

Ber tha  sa id  she d idn ' t  want  to  go ,  because my o lder  s is te r  she  sa id  she

l i ked  i t  a t  the  Bureau .  And  I  sa id :

- - I  want  to  go .

And so  I  went  and app ' l ied  and was h i red .  And I  worked a t  the  Co l iseum

for  f i ve  years .  And the  las t  year  I  was  runn ing  the  Co l iseum.  I t  was  a

po l i t i ca l  job ,  bu t  they  abo l ished the  job  o f  d i rec to r  to  f i re  the  man

that  was  runn ing  i t ,  because the  commiss ioner 's  cour t  changed,  and then

I  th ink  the  press  go t  k ind  o f  ho t  and so  they  d idn ' t  want  to  appo in t

anybody, so they just  appo' inted me inter jm director and let  me run i t ,

you know, for  about a year.

h, lhat  was your least  favor i te job?

I  never  had a  leas t  favor i te  job .  There  a t  the  Co l iseum i t  was  po l i t j ca1 ,

but I  enjoyed what I  Was doing. I  loved i t  immensely" After that  when

there was the po' l i t ics at  the court  got  very hot and there was a county

judge tha t  d id  no t  l i ke  me.  There  was a  new change and there  was a  county

iudge and he  d idn ' t  par t i cu la r ly  care  fo r  me.  But  the  county  aud i to r

l i ked  me qu ' i te  a  b i t  and the  judge was pu t t ing  a  lo t  o f  p ressure  on  me,  and

so I  to ld  the  aud i to r  tha t  I  thought  I  was  gd ing  to  have to  qu i t .  And he

14 .
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sa id :

- - l r l hy  don ' t  you  go  i ahead  and  res ign  tha t  pos i t i on  and  I ' l l  f  i nd  you

another  job in  the county.

And  I  sa i d :

- -0kay .
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And so he found me another job.  I t  was in the I  ibrary in FabenS, ds

the  l ib ra ry  ass is tan t "  And so  I  worked a t  the ' l ib ra ry  fo r  two years ,

and  I  rea11y  l i ked  i t  as  a  l i b ra ry  ass is tan t ,  and  I  l ea rned  a1 ' l  the

l ib ra ry  sys tem rea1 ly  we l l .  I  
' l earned 

how to  access  the  books  and,

you know,  how to .  . .

You 've  had a  w ' ide  range o f  jobs .

I  worked w j th  a  very ,  very  good l ib ra r ian .  The bosses  tha t  I ' ve  had

have been exce l len t  teachers .  'Cause a t  the  Co l iseum I  learned a l l  about

shpw bus iness ,  and se{ t ing  up  shows,  and tak ing  down shows,  and book ing ,

and manag ing ,  and a t  the  l ib ra ry  I  learnedr  1 lou  know,  I  cou ld  go  and run  a

1 ibrary r ight  now. And I  learned, you know, to do the budgets at  the

Col iseum for the county,  so I  learned, you know, the government budget.

A f te r  tha t  l l i ke  Su l l i van  was the  ch ie f  deputy  and s ince  I  had been in  the

county  I  had known h im,  and he  was e lec ted  sher i f f  fo r '65  and he  asked

me i f  I  wanted  to  come and be  h is  ass is tan t .  You know,  ' cause I  l i ved  in

town,  so  I  wou ldn ' t  have  to  d r i ve  so  fa r  to  Fabens , ' cause  I  l i ved  in

Ys le ta .  And I  to ld  h im yeah,  and he  o f fe red  me a  rea l  good sa la ry ,  and i t

was  k ind  o f  an  admin is t ra t i ve  ass is tan t  job ,  no t  jus t  c le r i ca l ,  bu t  a l so

k ' ind  o f  he lp ing  h im wi th  o ther  types  o f  th ings .  So I  went  and learned

the  sher i f f ' s  depar tment .  I  en joyed ' i t .  I  was  in  charge o f  the  c iv i l

d iv is ion .  I  en joyed tha t  one qu i te  a  b i t ;  I  en joyed the ,  maybe th is  i s

the  leas t  favor i te  th ing  tha t  ever  happened to  rne  ' cause I  le f t  there ,

There vras a lot of cruelty on the part of the deputy and sorne of the

jai lers to the pr isoners.  And a number of  t imes I  cor, lp la ined to the sher i f f

that ,  you know, that  they were so cruel  and that they were rea11y, you

knowrbad, and that I  fe l t  that  he needed to do something. And he wasn' t

a  bad person,  bu t  I  th ink  he  jus t  fe l t  tha t  i t  was  a  par t  o f  the  sys tem,

and he  d idn ' t  t ry  to  S top  i t "  And there  was one inc ident  tha t  a  man

15.
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was brought  in  tha t  had been handcuf fed  and beaten  by  a  deputy  w i th  a

blackjack and the man had perdid el  o jo de tanto que le habfa pegado

el  deputy.  And I  was very upset,  and I  to ld the sher i f f  that  I  was very

upset  w i th  tha t ,  and tha t  I  fe l t  tha t  he  rea l l y  needed to  d isc ip ' l ine

the  deputy .  In  fac t ,  I  fe l t  tha t  he  needed to  f i re  h im.  And he  d idn ' t

want to because the man was an old,  o ld t ime Anglo f rom the Lower Val ley

tha t  was  t ied  in  to  a  lo t  o f  the  o ld  ranch fami l ies - -Car l

I ' l l  never .  fonget  h is  name.  And he  wou ldn ' t  do  any th ' ing ,  you  know,

he sa id  he  cou ldn ' t  take  any  ac t ion ,  and tha t  anyway tha t  th is  guy ,  you

know, he was going to arrange for the insurance to pay him some money.

I  sa id :

- - l , . le l l '  i t ' s  no t  enough.

You know, for  that .  So I  to ld him I  was going to have to leave, that  I

cou ldn ' t  s tay ,  tha t  I  fe l t  rea l  uncomfor tab le ,  tha t  I  l i ked  everybody

e lse ,  and tha t  I  l i ked ,  you  knovr ,  the  depar tment ,  bu t  tha t  I  cou ldn ' t

s tay  because I  fe l t  l i ke  s tay ihg  was condon ing  the  c rue l t ies  and the

bruta ' l i ty  that  was going on. And so he was upset that  I  t^ tas leaving,

and I  guess maybe he thought I  was going to say something to somebody"

But  i t  rea l l y  wasn ' t  my in ten t ion .  So I  le f t  and then I  d idn ' t  wot "k  fo r

about  s ix  months .  And then another  po l i t i ca l  f r iend  o f fe red  me a  job  a t

the  hosp i ta l - -R.E"  Thomason- -a t  the  R.  E .  Thomason they  were  jus t  k ind

of  beg inn ing"  They  had,  you know,  they  had the  new hosp i ta l ,  they  had

the reserve fund. They had a lot  of  money because in the 60s was

when the hospi ta l  was f i rst  set  up and the bui ld ing was brand new" And

so they were setting up the department. Anyway they asked me if I

wanted to come and do community relat ions for  the hospi ta l .  And so I

went into that ,  and I  set  up l ' ike a newslet ter  for  the emplole€s-- that

they had not had--and I  worked real  c losely wi th a lady that was in charge
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of in-service.  And we coordinated, you know, seminars and workshops.

Mine more geared toward br in ing in other community and hers,  you know,

toward the emp'loyees. And so I did that for about two years, from

'68 I  th ink to '70.  And then a good fr iend of  ours was George l4cAlmon

ran for democrat ic chairman. And George wanted to rea' l1y make the party

more viable and part icular]y he was intenested in promot ing more mexicalos

to run for of f ices.  And he wanted to maintain a fu l l - t ime of f ice where

they  had never  ma in ta ined an  o f f i ce .  And so  he  asked me i f  I  wou ld

come and do that for  h im. And i t  was kind of  convenient for  rne because

he sa id  tha t  I  cou ld  have l i ke  5  hours  a  day  and tha t  way  I  cou ld  be

home, you know, rcause my kids were start ing to grow. I  had the chi ldren

real  rapidly r ight  af ter  I  mamied and so they had been l i t t le,  but ,  you know,

they were growing and they were I  guess six,  seven, they were already in

school  and were, you know, more act ive.  And so that was a real  good

thing for meo see, 'cause I  would come after they were in school  and I

would be home before they were home. And I  had to do a lot  of  te ' lephoning

and stuf f ,  but  I  would do i t  f rom the house. I t  faci l i tated my having

some free time for them and at the same time having a salary to supp'lement

Joe 's  sa la ry .  'Cause the  Po l ice  Depar tment  has  never  been enough to

suppor t  peop ' le1  (Chuck les)  And so  tha t !s  how I  th ink  I  go t  nore

pol i t ical  because then, you know, l , l r .  McAlmon was very interested in

he lp ing .  And l ' l r .  McAlmon he ' lped me cons idenab ly  in  unders tand ing

po ' l i t i ca l  ph i losoph ies  because I ' ve  a lways  loved to  read and he  wou ld  g ive

me a lot  of  mater ia l  to r .ead. And that helped me, you know, t remendously

I  th jnk in understanding I  guess: lou know, He r , rnuld give me whole ser ies

of books to read, you know.

So from that point  on you've been more cencentrated in a pol i t ical  iob?

17 .
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Descr ibe your  typ ' ica1 day.

Right  now?

/_1es.l

I 'm an  ear ' l y  r i ser ,  so  I  ge t  up  very  ear ly ,  usua l l J ,  about  5 :30 ,  6 :00

o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing .  I  l i ke  to  watch  the  news ear ly ,  then I  ge t  ready .

And then I  go  to  the  Tapat ia ,  and I  s tay  a t  the  Tapat ia  ' t i l  about  10 :00 ,

except  on  Tuesdays ,  wh ich  is  the  counse l ing .  But  a l l  the  o ther  days  I

s tay  a t  the  Tapat ia  ' t i l  about  10 :00 .  Then I  come over  here ;  I  usua l l y

have meet ings  every  dayo e i ther  w i th  ind iv idua l  cons t i tuents  o r  w i th

groups and I  meet wi th the department heads that I  needn you know, on

fo11ow-ups  tha t  they 've  ca l led  a t  home or  tha t  I  ta lked  to  on  weekends.

Then I  usua l l y  w i l l  have lunch here  jn  town w i th ,  most  o f  the  t ime i t ' s

a business lunch of  some type, you know, i f  someone wants to ta lk to

me abou t  a  par t i cu la r  i ssue  o r  someth ing  tha t  i s  go ing  on .  And  then  I ' l l

work  a l  I  a f te rnoon,  usua ' l1y  ' t i l  about  5 :00 ,  somet i rnes  ' t i  I  6 :00  on

answer ing  phone ca l l s ,  ' cause I 'm a ' lways  beh ind  on  phone ca l l s  because the

meet ings  take  so  much  t ime,  so  I 'm  usua l l y  beh ind  on  phone  ca l l s .  I r l l

t ry to get into answering some of the mai l  in the af ternoon. After Cindy

leaves  then i t  ge ts  more  qu ie t ;  i t ' s  eas ie r  to  concent ra te  on  mai l .

And  by  then  i t ' s  k ind  o f  l a te  to  answer  phone  ca l l s ,  so  I  w i l l ,  you  know,

prepare responses for my mai l .  And then I  go home, .you know, and usual ly

Joe 's  home by  then a lso ,  ' cause he  works  a t  the  Tapat ia  in  the  a f te rnoon.

And probably about 3 t : imes a week at  n ight I  wi l ' l  go back out to some

type of  meet ing.

D id  you ever  be long to  a  un ion?

Yes, I  was the president of  the County Employee Union.

Did you have good exper iences there?

Yes. I  belonged to the AFSCME--American Federat ion of  Stateo County,  and

t4unic ipal  Employees--al l  the years I  was employed by the oounty,  even

t4:
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when I  was a c lerk.  And in 1968 I  was the president of  the County

Employee Union. I  fee' l  that  unions are very helpful  and he' lp many

ind iv idua ls  w i th  the i r  p rob lems,  Tha t ' s  k ind  o f  wha t  I  d id ,  tha t

par t i cu la r  un ion  be ing  tha t  i t  invo lves  county  and is  the  same as  the

ci ty,  they are not perrni t ted to negot iate wi th a governing body. But

we were able to,  not  d i rect ly but indirect ly I  th ink,  have a good ef fect

on  the  commiss ioner 's  cour t  and in f l l ruence them.

How many chi ldren did you have, and what are their  names?

I  had th ree  ch i ld ren i  my son Car los  Dav id  i s  24 ,  my daughter  Cor inne

is 23, and my son Samuel Rend is 22. And then I  had a chi ld that  was

s t i l l bo rn .

t l lhat  types of  fami ly t rad' i t ions did you pass on to your chi ldren?

I  th ink  tha t ,  you  know,  tha t  one o f  the  th ings  tha t  my fami ly  passed on  to

me was the social  conscience df id social  awareness and of  being aware

of  how l i fe  i s  a f fec t ing  everyone,  no t  on ly  yourse lves .  l4y  fa ther  was

par t i cu ' la r1y  a  very  generous  person,  a  very  g iv ing  person,  and a lways

devotes  h imse l f  s t i l l  a t  h is  o ld  age to  he lp ing  peop le .  And so  I  th ink ,

you know, that  that 's something that I  have most admired about my parents,

and that I  tny to teach my kids,  to care not only about each other,  but

about the community they l ive in and what was happening. I  th ink other

than tha t r  |ou  know,  a l l  the  t rad i t iona l  th ings  tha t  you  l i ke  hope tha t

they  p ick  up  and tha t  i s ,  you  know,  the  coming together .  L ike  I  sa id  our

fami ly  was par t i cu la r ' l y  c lose ,  our  b ro thers  and s is te rs  and we s t i l l  ge t

together  a lways  fo r  Eas ter ,  fo r  the  Four th  o f  Ju ly ,  fo r  Thanksg iv ing ,

for Chr istmas Eve, for  Chr istmas Day, for  New Year 's Day, you know,

a l l  o f  us  ge t  together .  And,  you know,  I  th ink  I  emphas ize  too  to  my

kids,  you knowo the importance of  fami ' ly ,

19 .
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I  th ink  I ' ve  t r ied  to  te l l  the  k ids ,  you  know,  tha t  fami ly  i s  very

importanto and that i t  is  probably the strongest support  system

you cou ld  have.

l^Ihat are your goals for  your chi ldren?

I  th ink  tha t  jus t ,  VOU know,  I  haven ' t  had,  you  knowo l i ke  monetary  goa ls

for them. I  have hoped that they would wanto you know, to have more

educat ion than they have, but they decided they did not want to.  Chuck

sa id  he  d id  no t  want  to  go  to  co l ' lege  and he  went  to  the  A i r  Force .  He d id

not  want  to  go  to  co l lege.  He par t i cu la r ly  d id  no t  l i ke  and was no t

sui ted for the academic wor ld and the structure of  school ,  eventhough he

is  a  very  in te l l igen t  person and has  a  lo t  o f  common sense,  no  _ le  gus ta

gs tud ia r ,  no  le  gus tan  lgs  I  ib ros ,  aunque s {  le  gus ta  leer .  Cor inne

loved schoo l  and she was a  s t ra igh t  A  s tudent  and was in  a l l  the  honon

societ ies al l  the t ime, and then she went four years to St.  l ' lary 's and

a couple of  sumrners to St.  Mary 's,  but  was so unsure of  what she wanted to

do.  In  fac t ,  she  went  to  S t .  Mary 's 'cause she thought  she wanted  to  be

a lawyen and then the  las t  year  dec ided no t  to  f in ish .  I  th ink  i t  was  in

January that  she came home for Chr istmas and she told me she djdn' t  want

to go back to schooln that  she had talked to some people about working

and she stayed in San Antonio.  And she didn' t  want to 90 to school  and I  to ie lher:

-- l ' ly  God, you've gone so many years and you're supposed to be

get t ing  a  degree,  you  ought  to  ge t  one,  i f  no th ing  e lse  jus t

so you can put i t  on your resume. Because you may feel  that

you know as  much as  you ' re  go ing  to  learn ,  tha t  there 's  no t  tha t

much that they can teach you anymore, but i f  you don' t  have the degree

there 's  a lways  k ind  o f  a  s t ' igma because the  soc ie ty  i s  geared

toward educat ion and toward people having a degree.

But  she sa id  tha t  she  d idn ' t  fee l  tha t  she  needed i t .  I  s t i l l  hope tha t

M:
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l " fy youngest son went to St.

schoo l ,  bu t  he  d i d  no t  l i ke  be ing

I ' lhen he came back he d id not  l ike

some t ime  she '11  go  back  and  ge t  i t .

Mary 's  for  two years and he loved the

in San Antonio and away f rom E' l  Paso.

UTEP.  He  came back  and  sa id i

- -We11,  le t  me go to  UTEP and see i f  I  l i ke  i t i ,  o r  see  how I  do  here .

And he  d id  no t  do  we l l  academica l l y  and he  d id  no t  l j ke  i t .  So  he  dropped

out and he works at  the Tapat ia.  He went to col lege two years;  he

completed two years.  So I  don' t  th ink they have those types of  goa1s.

I  th ink  tha t  I  want  them to  be  fu l f i l l ed  as  peop le ,  you  know,  ra ther  than

f inanc ia l l y ,  and tha t  I ' ve  taught  them and t r ied  to  in f luence them in

seek ing  ways  in  wh ich  they  fee ' l  sa t i s f ied  and fu l f i l l ed  and happy w i th

themse lves ,  ra ther  than jus t  a  look ing  a t  f inanc ia l  sa t is fac t ion ,  wh ich

I  th ink  soc ie ty  i s  very  much in  gear  to .  And I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  tha t ' s

a lways ,  necessar i l y  leads  to  happ iness .

Would these goals be the same for your grandchj ldren?

Yes .  Ihaveagrandson .

D id  you share  your  househo ld  repons ib i l i t i es  w i th  your  husband?

l , .Je always did.  Eventhough, you know, some people th ink wel l ,  you know,

tha t  rnaybe tha t  I 'm o lder  and tha t  I  d idn ' t ,  bu t  bo th  o f  us  I  th ink

real ized, you know, that  we both needed to work.  So from the very

beg inn ing ,  when we f i rs t  had the  f i rs t  ch i ld  we wou ld  a l te rna te  who wou ld

get up with him at  n ight.  He was a very demanding one; every four hours

he wou ld  wake up .  And s ince  I  had to  wot^k  I  d idn ' t  b reas t - feed,  so  you

have to get up to warm the bott le and do al l  that .  And so we would take

turns duning the night.  'Cause we both had to get up the next day to go

to  work .  And a lso  w i th  l i ke  laundry  and c lean ing  on  weekends we wou ld

share  tha t  too .  The on ly  th ing  Joe doesnr t  know how to  do  is  i ron ,

i '4 :  (Chuck l  es)

Ch:  And now you don ' t  have to  do  tha t ,  so  i t ' s  good.  But  he  wou ld  he lp  me
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wi th  the  wash ing  and he  wou ld  he lp  me w i th  a l l  the ,  you  know.

How about your chi ' ldren, did they help you out?

0h, yes.  Everyone had dut ies always. And we wou' ld share the house

c lean ing  on  weekends.

Have you ever  h i red  househo ld  he lp?

I  d id  a t  d i f fe ren t  t imes,  yes .

I t  d id  no t  work  ou t?

Somet imes i t  d id  and somet imes i t  d idnr t .  I  en joyed i t  when I  had i t ,  bu t

I  th ink,  you know, that  we've always enjoyed, you know, the pr ivacy and

hav ing  a  s t ranger  a t  the  house i t  d idn ' t ,  you  knovr ,  make us  as  comfor tab le .

And so  we d idn ' t  par t i cu la r ly  en joy  i t .  The k ids  never  l i ked  hav ing  some-

one at  the house.

Le t ' s  see  how I  shou ld  pu t  th is .  Have you ever  be longed to  any  po l i t i ca l

or community organizat ion?

I 've belonged to probab' ly everything and, you know, I  a lways belonged to the

democrat ic party organizat ion s ince my dad was very act ive" Later I  became

very involved with PTA, and I  d jd a lot  of  PTA work al l  the years that  the

kids were in school .  And I  was president of  the grade school  PTA when

they were there for  about three years.  The conmun' i ty had changed al l  and

j t  was  s t i l l  i n  Eng l i sh  and  I  changed  i t  to  a  b i l i ngua l  p rogram,  and

brought back a lot  of  parents that ,  you knowo or brou$ht in a lot  of

paren ts  tha t  d idn ' t  fee l  tha t  i t  was  re levant  to  them because a l l  the

meet ings  were  s t i l l  be ing  conducted  in  Eng l ish ,  So I  d id  a  lo t  o f  PTA work"

lnlhen Joe was in the Department I was a charter member of the group that

char te red  a  g roup ca l led  Po l ice  l , l ' i ves  Assoc ia t ion ,  wh ich  was a  suppor t

g roup fo r  po l i ce  w ives .  Because I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  many peop le  rea l i ze ,

you know, what ser ious impact pol ice l i fe has on a home, and i f  you share

i t  wi th someone that i t 's  very good, or share or can cornpare notes wi th

others.  I t 's  a real  good support  system, and that was one of  the reasons
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that  we organized the Pol ice l^ l ives Associat ion.  And I  was very act ive

with them for a number of  years,  and was a charter member and one of

the i r  cha i rs ;  was  ac t ive  w i th  the  un ion ,  have a lways  suppor ted  the  un ions ;

n 'ave  a lways  been ac t ive  in  my church ,  in  the  church  ac t iv i t ies ,  in  the  par ish

counc i lo  eventhough I 'm no t  very  ac t ive  in  the  par ish  counc j l  nour .

I ' ve  never  be longed to  soc ia l  g roups .

ldhy?

I  f ind  them k ind  o f  i r re levant  and mean ing less"  I  do  no t  par t i cu la r ly

en joy  jus t  soc ia l  th ings ,  and I  guess  tha t  maybe I 'm too  harsh  w i th  them.

I  f i nd  them t r i v ia l .

You need someth ing  w i th  a  purpose.

Yes .

Did you ever serve in the l4 i l i tary?

No.

23.
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H: Okay. l 'Jhat memories do you have of  l i fe under wart ime condi t ions?

Yours would be t^ lor ld l , lar  I I .

Yes ,  l r lo r ld  t la r  I I .  I  had  my own ra t ' ion  book ;  I  s t i l l  have i t .  Dur ing

l , . lor ld f ' lar  I I  you were assigned rat ion books for almost every i tem:

for shoes, for  sugar.  And they assigned them even to the chi ldren of  a

fami ly.  You would go to the t lar  Off ice and they would assign you your

book, and then when you went to buy a pair  of  shoes you had to have a

coupon.  I f  you  d idn ' t  have a  coupon you d idn ' t  buy  shoes .  A  lo t  o f  the

food j tems were rat ioned also.  I  remember very much the rat ioning,

eventhough my mother hadr lou know, four chi ' ldren and so we'd have the

coupons for al l  of  us.  Sometimes you would run short  of  your coupons.

And some of them were very str ict .  L ike I  remember you couldn' t  hardly

ever buy meat.  lu leat  was, Jou know, just  out .  But i t  was a pleasant

thing for us to,  I  guess eventhough we worr ied that my father was gone
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and he would wr i te to us and we worry about him being gone and the

let ters that  he vould wr i te about,  you know, th ings that were happening

in Europe. But we were very c lose to my mother,  and I  guess the only

thing that was more of  an impact was that we were alone iust  wi th her.  But

she used to  read to  us  a t  every  n igh t .  Nos  le ia  las  novenas,  pero .nos

leyd  tambidn  todas  las  h is to r ias  c la 's icas  mex icanas .E l la  leeJnuy

boni to en espaffol .  Part icular ly,  hay una novena que sg l lama Genoveba

de Avante .  I t ' s  k ind  o f  a  c lass ic ,  I  guess  l i ke  comparab le  to  the

classics here,  / - l i fe l  Treasure Is land or any of  those that are

ch i ld ren 's  c lass ics .  And I  a lways  remember  la  h js to r ia  de  Genove!_a  dq

Avan te .

i { :
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tdas 'i t 1 i ke a fol kl ore i n Mexi co?

I t ' s  a  nove l .  A t  tha t  t ime  i t  was  a  ve ry  popu la r ,  and  I  th ink  i t  i s  one

o f  the  c lass ic  nove ls  in  Span ish .

How long have you I  ived in th is community?

l4y  who ' le  l i fe .

Do you have any hobbies?

I  pa in t .

l^ lhat  has been your most memorable vacat ion?

I haven' t  had very many Vacat ions,  but we went to Puerto Rico,  but i t  was

on business for the Nat ional  Democnat ic Commit tee. hle went for  a week

and Joe went  w i th  me.  And I  th ink  tha t  tha t ' s  p robab ly  the  one tha t  l l ve

enjoyed the most.  t le had some business sessi ,ons to do, but then we,, .You

know, in the evenings we could do what we wanted to.

Have you had to travel very much?

I  t rave led  a  g rea t  dea l  when I  was  w i th  the  Car te r  admin is t ra t iono w i th

the SBA(? )

D'id you enjoy that?
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I do not  en joy t ravel ing.  I  en joyed

travel  i  ng.

What  is  your  favor i te  TV show?

I  don ' t  watch too much TV,  and so

in the evening when I  watch-- t ry

And so I  seek out  o ld  movies f rom

the  j ob ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  en joy

what  I  t r y  to  do  i s - -usua11y  i t ' s  l a te

to  f i nd  o ld  mov ies .  I  l ove  o ld  mov ies .

the  '40s ,  e i the r  in  Span ish  o r  in

Infante cuando estaba el  Pedro Infante

25.
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todav{a  n i f io .  (Chuck les)

Have you ever exper ienced a natural  d isaster?

No. I  gueiss the c losest that  I  came was when I  was sixteen. An oi l  r ig

overturned in Ysleta,  in the downtown street.  And the whole,  two ci ty

b locks  o f  Ys le ta  caugh t  on  f i re  a t  l l : 00  o ' c lock  a t  n igh t .  And  we on ly

l ived about three blocks,  about two blocks f rom Alameda, and i t  was on

Alameda. And I  remember the volunteer f i re department would run out in

the ci ty,  the volunteer f i redepartment coming to the doors.  I t  was about
' l l :00  

o 'c lock  a t  n igh t ,  te l l ing  you tha t  you  had to  evacuate  because they

were  a f ra id  tha t  the  f i i re  was t rave l ing  on  the  e lec t r i ca l  w i res ,  and i t

was windy, and they knew that they did not have the faci l i t ies to contain

the f i re.  And when you would go out and you would see i t ,  the f lames were

h ' igher  than,  you know,  we l l  l i ke  about  th ree-s to r ies  h igh .  And so  i t  was

super  scary ,  and,  you know,  i t  looked l i ke  the  who le  Ys le ta  was burn ing .

What changes in ethnic relat ions have you witnessed in your community?

0kay .  When I  was  growing  up ,  l i ke  I  sa id ,  Ys le ta  was,  and I  guess  even

through 1970,  Ys le ta  was s t i l l  a  midd le -c lass  communi ty .  And i t  was

probab' ly a very mixed cornmunity--probably about hal f  and hal f ' - there was

not  B lack ,  you  knouever  maybe more  than a  coup le  o f  B lack  fami l ies  in

Ysleta,  but  there was a lot  of  Ang' lo fami l ' ies.  And over the past twenty

years there was a mass exodus of  the Anglo community as more poor peop"le,
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poor l {exican-Americans came in,  part icular ' ly  wi th the publ  ic  housing.

The Anglos lef t  Ysleta so that now there's,  you know, probably just  a

handful .  And that 's the immediate,  you know, mV, what I  consider my

community.  So i t  changed dramat ica' l ly  f rom a middle-class community to

a high-poverty area, and from a ethnical ly-balanced cornrnuni ty to a

predominant ly Mexican-American. And more part icu ' lar1y f rom what had

been the semi-rural  or  rural  to a str ict ly urban area, and then addi t ional ' ly

f rom what had been long-t ime residents,  l4exican-Americans, but that  were

seven and so generat ions in the area to now there are most ly,  many people

tha t  a re  no t  even c i t i zens .

M:  What  about  the  soc ia l  a t t i tudes?

Ch:  I  guess  tha t  tha t  has  re laxed a  lo t .  I  have a lways  been soc ia l l y  a  very

conservat ive person, but I  th ink that  when the church, the Cathol ic church

re laxed some o f  i t s  regu la t ions  and wasn ' t  qu i te  as  r ig id ,  tha t  soc ie ty

in the general ,  people are more accept ing and more relaxed. Not as

str ict  moral  codes I  guess as when I  was growing up. A lot  more things

are acceptable now then were then.

26.

Do you think there was more of a crossover between

accepted within the l4exican-American community and

have you seen more of  an interact ion now?

No,  I  see  less  fn te rac t ion  in  my immedia te  a rea .

ago I  had more Anglo f r iends than I  do today. In

tha t  the  c i rc le  has  nar rowedr  lou  know,  in  tha t  I

th ings that were

the Anglo community or

I  th ink that  ten years

fact ,  I  k ind of  fee l

have very few Angl o

f r i  ends .

What  do  you th ink  i s  your  most  sh in ing  ach ievement?

(Chuck les)  I  rea l l y  don ' t  know.  I ' ve  had,  you know,  a  good number  o f

f i rst  th ings that I 've done. Ten years ago I  was the f i rst  woman

ever  e lec ted  to  serve  in  pub l i c  o f f i ce  in  E l  Paso.  And I  fe l t  tha t  was
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but ,  and then when pres ident  Car ter  named me to the SBA(?) ,

f i rs t  woman to serve as regional  d i rector  a t  that  agency.

nat jonal  agency.  They had never  had a woman and they had never

a  b reak ,

I was the

I t  was a

Ch:

had a mexicana, you know. So I  had two f i rsts there and I  fe l t  that

tha t  was  s ign i f i can t .  I  wou ld ,  you  know,  f ind  i t  very  hard  because I

guess that just ,  you know, the fact  that  people have accepted me as a

leader ,  Vou know,  I  cons ider  tha t  very  much s ign i f i can t - -an  accompl  i s l 'ment .

In  your  op in ion ,  what  invent ion  in  your  l i fe  has  been the  most

s ign i f i can t?

I  guess  probab ly  the  a i rp ' lane  ' cause i t ' s  made a l l  the  d is tances  and i t ' s

made the wor ld so much smal ler .  And, you know, I  know that before even

ten  years  ago there  wasn ' t  the  ex tens ive  a i r  t rave l  and the  cheap a i r

t rave l  so  tha t  peop le  cou ld  fac i l i ta te ,  you  know,  so  much w i th  such ease

t rave l  d is tance,  Vou know,  and tha t  you  cou ld  go  and be ,  you  know,  l i ke

go to Washington today and be back tomomow, you know, tonight.  That

has  made communica t ion  very  s ign i f i can t .  Add i t iona l l y ,  you  know,  the

fast  and the convenience of  a i r  t ravel  made i t  possible for  me to take the

job  in  Da l las .  I  commuted to  Da l las ;  I  d id  no t  move to  Da l las .  I

commuted on a weekend-basis.  I  would come back to El  Paso every Fr iday

n igh t  and I  wou ld  go  back  to  Da l las  on  Sunday.

What are your hopes for the future?

0h, my hopes for the future are the same ones that I had twenty years

ago and,  you know,  somet imes I  th ink  tha t  i t ! s ,  you 've  been there  and

i t ' s  runn ing  the  same th ing  aga in .  l4y  hopes are ,  you  know,  a re  fo r

ius t i ce  and equa l i t y  fo r  everybody.  And we jus t  don ' t  seem to  ge t  there .

l . ' lho was the most inf luent ia l  person in your l i fe?

Both of  my parents.

I f  you  were  s ix teen aga in ,  how wou ld  you re l i ve  your  l i fe?

M .t ' l  .

Ch:
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M:

Ch:

I  m igh t  cons ider  go ing  to  co11ege.  0 ther  than tha t ,  Vou know,  I  can ' t

th ink  o f  any th ing  tha t  I  wou ld  do  d i f fe ren t ly .

0kay, thank you very much.

t , ' le didn' t  touch on my parents and I  k ind of  wanted to te l l  you, you know,

o f  my parents  generos i ty  and the i r  shar ing .  And I  th ink  tha t  tha t  has

been very important to me that they've always shared so much to the point

that  they've shared their  home with people.  And maybe for them i t  came

from the fact  that  both of  them lost  their  parents when they were

re la t i ve ly  young and tha t  they  d idn ' t  have bro thers  and s is te rs .  But  my fa ther

had a  knack  fo r  f ind ing  peop le  tha t  were  homeless  and br ing ing  them home,

and tha t  they  s tayed w i th  us  even though,  you know,  we d idn ' t  l i ve  a l l

that  extravagant ly but,  you know, but there was always room to feed

addi t ional  people that  he would br ing home. He had one gent leman--named

Bi l l ,  un  q le r iqqno ' - tha t  s tayed w i th  us  about  f i ve  years  in  Canut i l lo

and then he went on. And then there was another man--that was narned

Fe l ipe  Va lverde- - tha t  my dad met  h im and the  man d idn ' t  have a  home,

d idn ' t  have any  fami ly ,  he  had come to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  he  had run

away when he was a young boy and so he had just  been kind of  wonder ing

around, and my dad brought him home to dinner and he stayed forty years.

Forty yearsl

Lived with us for  for ty years.  Le deci /a lnos T/o;  e]  Ti lo Fel iLe.

t ' le had a lot  of  exper iences with T{o Fel ipe,  'cause they just  became

l ike extended fami ly wi th us.  And then there was another man that had

been a f r iend of  my grandmothsp, 'S,on my mother 's s ide,  named Ladis lado

Sa lc ' ido ,  and he  emigra ted  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and he  d idn ' t  have

a fami ly ,  and he  came to  l i ve  w i th  us .  And he  l i ved  w i th  us  I  th ink

about twenty-f ive years.  Al l  of  them, you know, l ived to be older

peop le  and then they  d ied  in  my parents '  care ,  o r  under  my parent ' s

care .  Yo ten{a  una madr ina  muy v ie j i ta ;  no  sd  por  qud me cons igu id
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lg1-lfgJflg. But when her husband died she had a son, but he was in

Ca l i fo rn ia  and she d idn ' t  want  to  go .  So,  se  recog id  con mi  mamd

y v iv id  con nosot ros  has ta  que e l la  se  mur id .  And la te r  my s is te r ' s

mother - in - law had a lways  l i ved  w i th  a  son tha t  was  mar r ied  and then she

had  k ind  o f  a  fa l l i ng  ou t  w i th  her  daugh te r - in - law and  so  she  d jdn ' t

have a  p1ace,  and so  my mother  inv i ted  her  to  l i ve  w i th  her .  And she

l ived with my mother ' t i l  she passed away. So my parents have been, You

know, always very,  very generous and very helpful  and shar ing.  I 've

a ' lways  looked and admi red  them.  Because I  th ink  when you are  w i l l i ng  to

share  your  home you ' re  w i l l i ng  to  share  any th ing .  You ' re  very  g iv ing

and I  look and examine mysel f  ando you knowo I  th ink that  I  have tr ied to

be generous, but I  th ink i t  would be very dj f f icul t  for  me to share my

home. And yet I  look at  them, you know, that  they didn' t  have, Vou know,

a  b ig  home.  They  d idn ' t  have a  lo t ,  bu t  what  they  had they  were  so  w i l l i ng

to  share  i t .

You had two veny good teachers in your 1i fe.

Both of  them. 'Causer 
)ou know, my mother would never be upset that  my

dad brought someone or i f  some other relat ive of  my mother of fered the

house to someone, he would never be upset ei ther.

I t  was just  accepted.

Jus t  l i ke  very  na tura l .  And fo r  us  i t  was  a lso ,  and they  were  he lp fu ' | .

Lad is lado a lmost ,  you  know,  somehow we k ind  o f  had them l i ke  bu i l t  in

baby-si t ters too because there was always adul ts,  you knovl ,  i f  mother and

dad weren' t  there,  there would be adul ts there.  Tfo Fel ipe was there,

Ladis lado was there--al l  those years.  And so I  th ink that  maybe that they

kind of  gave us some of the love maybe that grandpanents give other

chi ldren because they were older.  And maybe to my mother and dad some

of the companionship that  they had not had from brothers and sisters.

Wel l ,  I  thank  you very  much.

29.

M:

Ch:

IVI :

C h :

M:
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Ch:  l , r l e l l ,  I ' ve  en joyed  i t .

l ' l :  Th is  was very in format ive and enjoyable.

Ch:  ln le l l ,  thank you.  I  en joyed i t  too.

(  END OF INTERVIEW )

30.
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