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The Spring 2017 Prospector staff wishes you good luck on finals!
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The four-year plan

BY LESLIE SARINANA

The Prospector

One hundred
and  twenty—
that’s how many
credit hours
you need in or-
der to gradu-
ate. Universities
don’t set a time
frame in which
they have to be
completed. You just need the correct
120 hours completed in order to get a
bachelor’s degree.

I'm a very organized person, and I
like to stick to outlines and rubrics. I've
made an outline of my college career
and that involves me graduating in four
years. I have to be realistic and open to
the possibility of things not going ac-
cording to plan. But why wouldn't they?
I've mapped out alternative school plans
in case the original one doesnt work,
and they all have me graduating in four
years, eight semesters, not one more.

From the beginning of my collegiate
career, I've always taken more than what
is considered full time every semester
so that I can complete all of my degree
credit requirements in under four years.
As much as I love school, I dont want to
prolong my time here.

I refuse to let college be the place I
peak. Staying longer than four years will
make it feel like that.

I'm only half way there and I'm al-
ready itching to be out in the field re-
porting full time for a living. Getting a
degree just isnt enough, you need to
have a whole background of experience
in order to even be considered for a job.
Being able to get through school quicker
leaves room for trying to accumulate
that experience in case I couldn't do so
while in school.

I don't want to spend five years at
school and possibly still have to wait
another year until 'm hired. It seems
as though Tll never get there. Run,
don't walk—thats my mentality when
it comes to graduating. I want to be able
to get my degree as soon as possible so I
can start pursuing my career at a more
serious level.

Being in school for only four years is
also cheaper. Sure, I'm paying for the
same amount of courses, but if I'm in
school longer, I will spend more money
on supplies, food, gas, etc.

Graduating in under four years is not
unrealistic, just a bit more difficult. T have
my plan and I don't plan to derail from it.
Anyone who doesn't believe me can ask
me about my graduate status in two years.

o2 Leslie Sarinana may be reached at
theprospectordaily.ent@gmail.com.
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THE PROSPECTOR
(From left to right) Top row: Michaela Romén, Leslie Sarifiana, Claudia Hernandez, Gaby Velasquez, Kathy Flores, Eddie Velazquez, Andres Martinez, Mike Flores, Jeremy Carranco, Isabel Castillo. Front row: Ana Ramos, Claudia Flores, Nina Titovets,
Augie Touris, Adrian Broaddus, Rene Delgadillo, Christian Vasquez, Jason Green, Malia Greene. Not shown: Grecia Sanchez, Ashley Mufioz, Jacqueline Razo, Jacobo De La Rosa, Laura Chaidez, Vanessa Guevara, Marcela Luna and Veronica Gonzalez.

Okay with not knowing what comes next

BY ARMANDO ZAMORA

The Prospector

As graduation
approaches, the
questions  that
many  people
keep asking me
are, “What are
) you doing after
| you graduate?”

and “Oh my
God, are you excited?” I can answer the
second question with, “yes!” After six

years of classes, I'm excited to gradu-
ate. My answer to the first question is,
I have no idea. I've heard the same re-
sponse from many other students who
are about to graduate as well; we all just
work our asses off every day and hope
for the best.

This past winter break, while talking
about internships with Michaela, she

suggested applying for an internship
as a videographer for The Prospector. I
decided it was a great idea and gave it
a shot. Before interning for The Pros-
pector, I never thought about becom-
ing a journalist. I saw myself more as a
cinematographer or producer of films.
Working here made me change my
mind about that, and now I am gaining
interest in visually telling other peoples’
stories through video. This past semes-
ter, I met some pretty interesting people
who had some unique stories to tell—
artists who want to share their music
and students sharing their opinions.
Over these past few months, I've made
some new friends here at The Prospec-
tor who are also like me, they are figur-
ing out what their next chapter in life
will be. We all have similar interests and
have a passion for news. The newsroom
definitely taught me many things, and
gave me more experience as a journalist

......................... THE - .

and even helped me meet and network
with people with similar interests.

As my last days of being a digital me-
dia production student come to an end,
Ilook back and remember all those long
nights studying or finishing editing a
video at 3 a.m. only to have to wait one
more hour while it renders. All these
long nights made me hate school at
times and wish for it to all be over. This
wish has finally come true, only to start
yet again from the beginning and now
focus on what new challenge I take on—
whatever that may be.

Now that I am finally done with school,
I look toward my future with excitement,
bringing with me many anecdotes, a few
added pounds, but most importantly—
more knowledge in what I love to do. As
long as T have my DSLR, I should be good.
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SPEAK YOUR MIND

Submit a letter to the editor!

Letters will be edited for clarity and brevity. Letters over 250 words are subject to editing to fit available space. Please include full
name, street address and telephone number and e-mail address, plus major, classification and/or title if applicable.
Address and phone number will be used for verification only.

Write to 105 E. Union, e-mail theprospectordaily.news@gmail.com, call 747-7477 or fax to 747-8031.

The Prospector is published by the Student Media and Publications Board, 105 Union East, 500 W. University Ave. El Paso, Texas, 79968.
The Prospector appears in print once per week on Tuesdays during the fall, spring, and summer semesters. The newspaper is not
printed during holidays and when classes are not in session. The Prospector does provide news online at www.theprospectordaily.com.

The Prospector is provided to students through student fees. First copy is free. Any additional copies, if available, must be purchased for $1 through
the Department of Student Media and Publications. The Prospector is not responsible for claims made by advertisers. Additional policy information
may be obtained by calling The Prospector at 915-747-5161. Opinions expressed in The Prospector are not necessarily those of the university.
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2017 Spring Commencement schedule
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‘Morning Ceremony - 9 a.m.
g College o‘f;_l.ib ‘l Artfs

vAfternoon Ceremony 2 pm
Collegeof Bisiness
Administration

College of Educatlon
‘—Sehool of Nursmg,.»,f I

Evemng Ceremony 7 p.m.
College of Engmeermg ‘
College of Health Smences
College of Smence d

If you're walking you should arrive at Memorial Gym at least an hour prior to the ceremony.
Upon arriving have your green screen Commencement portrait taken in Memorial Gym.
Leave all personal items (backpacks, mobile devices, purses, coats, etc) at home or in
your automobile.

Tips for graduates:

eMake appropiate plans for the care of your children, since there will not be child care
provided by the university.

eWear comfortable shoes.

eRemain for the duration of the ceremony out of courtesy for your fellow graduates.
Tips for grad students provided by University Relations.
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK

s there anything you regret not doing hefore graduation?

CLAUDIA HERNADDEZ, DREW RIOS, NINA TITOVETS, GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR

TRAVIS BEVIS RAFAEL SANCHEZ RACHEL CASTILLO MORGAN CHAMBERS MICHAEL ELLIS

Senior English education major Senior biology major Senior biological sciences major Senior history major Senior computer science major

“If I could go back and go to college all “I'had a really good time in college, but | “I've enjoyed my entire experience here “| regret not being more involved with cam-  “I wish | had gone out and done more

over again, | would get more involved in the  think | would've liked to study abroad.” at UTEP, I've been involved in student pus events, like going to the Minerpalooza things related to my major such as hack-

extracurricular stuff.” organizations and activities across campus. and stuff like that.” athons, which are events where you solve
I've loved it.” and create coding.”

0

ELIJAH PERALES DALIA HERNANDEZ CLAUDIA DIAZ CAMILO SOLIS AMANDA SAENZ

Senior kinesiology major Senior education major Senior interdisciplinary studies major  Senior business major Senior linguistics major
“No, | took part in everything | could and “To have a higher GPA, and not pile on “| regret not being more involved in school “The thing | regret not doing would prob- “| regret not attending more school events
wanted to.” responsibilities for myself.” in regards to being part of more organiza- ably be not knowing what | wanted to do and not being more active in class.”

tions and doing more volunteer work.” when | started here.”

ALAN VENTURA ALEJANDRO MARQUEZ ALFONSO BARRAZA PRISCILLA DE LOS SANTOS CARLOS LOPEZ

Senior history major Senior mechanical engineering major ~ Senior music major Senior electrical engineering major Senior electrical engineering major
“The only thing | regret is not being as “I' would say | don't really regret anything, | “Not really, | feel like | did all the things “Not getting into organizations since my “Not getting into organizations and partici-
vocal in class. As a history major we have a had the opportunity to study abroad, make | wanted to do, so | don't really regret freshman year and not looking as much into  pating in school activities because | know
lot of opportunities to get into a discus- lots of friends and attend various school anything.” internships. I'm doing better now, but | wish  that they offer a lot and | didn’t get a full
sion and | tend to be the shy student who events.” | would had those two extra years to doit.”  college experience.”

doesn't voice their opinion.”

d 5 ﬁ.‘k‘%‘

ALEXA BAIN CARLOS VASQUEZ MARIANA GALLEGOS OMAR ALI SONIA CARDENAS

Senior business marketing major Senior anthropology major Senior pre-pharmacy major Senior mechanical engineering major ~ Senior biology major

“When | was an underclassman, | didn't take “| gave the same regrets as in high school, “Getting more involved in research, there’s “Not getting involved in a lot of extra “What | regret as a student was that | didn't
advantage of going to my teacher’s office hours ~ wish | actually wasn't so lazy and actually a lot of opportunities on campus and | curricular activities that have to do with my get involved in student government.”

and asking them questions if | had any, or just study a little bit more.” haven't really participated in that.” major, that's one of my biggest regrets.”

letting them know that | was invested in my
work, making sure | was showing my face.”
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| got 99 problems, but a degree ain’t one

BY CHRISTIAN VASQUEZ

The Prospector

There’s a lot of
pressure to have
specific accom-
plishments by
a certain age,
A whether they’re
from society or
from yourself—
to know who
you are by 18
and what life-long career is lined-
up by 21.

I graduated from high school at
17 years old and I thought I was set.
I thought I knew what I wanted to
do for the rest of my life. The idea
of not having to worry about where
I will be in life was like a weight off
of my mind. But, just one semester
in, the idea of knowing the out-
line of my life drew all the fun out
of it. 'm not normally an anxious
person, but that got me anxious.
What if I made the wrong decision?
What if 'm 30, doing my job and

am absolutely miserable? Half-way
through the semester I wasn’t en-
joying my classes so I went to my
adviser to change my major from
art to undecided.

I was scared that I would hate my
life because of the decisions I made
then. That was because I was mak-
ing decisions based off the formula
handed to me at birth; school, ca-
reer, marriage, children, retirement,
social security, death.

Later that year, much to the cha-
grin of my family, I stopped going
to school. 'm stubborn, and I don’t
like doing things I don’t like do-
ing. People would continuously ask
me, “when are you going to school
again?” “When I feel like it,” I would
respond. I wasn't being snarky, I
meant it. When I felt like going to
school, I would go.

So every other semester I would
go to community college and sign up
for a couple of classes that interested
me. The classes that stayed interest-
ing I attended and got an A, but the

ones that I didn’t like I just stopped
going to. I wasn’t going to EPCC to
get my associate’s degree and trans-
fer to UTEP, I was going just to learn
and have fun. But I had too much
fun and was told I was reaching the
maximum amount of credits some-
one can take for that degree. Okay,
no worries. I stopped going. Did
something else, had fun again.

I wanted to write, and I wanted
to get paid to write. So I decided
to become a journalist. Rather than
going through the blog-to-fame
route, I came to UTEP and applied
at The Prospector. It’s fun. I write,
meet new people and take classes I
think are interesting. Some of the
required classes are less interesting,
but that’s okay.

If journalism doesn’t work out, I
would like to work at a library for a
while and catch up on all the read-
ing T've missed out because I've
been reading textbooks. But if I
find a job in journalism somewhere
fun, I'll probably quit school, accept

\
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MINER NIGHT

stay and job opportunities.

UPCOMING EVENTS

UP ALL NIGHT AT THE UNION

The traditional midnight breakfast is back to help students get through an all-nighter

AN ARABIAN NIGHT AT EL PASO

The Arab Student Association and Layali Al Sham will be hosting a night of Middle
Eastern food, music, henna drawings, raffles and games on Saturday, May 20, from 7 to
11 p.m. at La Casita De Yommy, located at 645 Wallenberg Dr. Tickets are $22 for adults,
$16 for kids up to age 12 and free for kids under 3.

studying for finals with a free meal. The Office of Student Life is hosting a night of activi-
ties starting at 9 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9, at the Union East building.

The Student Government Association is hosting an open mic, poetry slam, karaoke,
game and free food night on Wednesday, May 3, at Boquillas Hall in Miner Canyon. The
event is a break before finals week so students can enjoy themselves and interact with
other students and those who live on campus. Admission is free.

RESCUE MISSION OF EL PASO VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION

If you would like to do community service or want to know about what it’s like to be a
volunteer you can attend the Rescue Mission orientation Sunday, May 7, from 2:30 to
4:30 p.m.. The non-profit helps those in need by providing them with meals, a place to

ANNUAL JURIED UTEP STUDENT ART EXHIBITION

The opening reception for this year’s annual Juried UTEP Student Art Exhibit will take
place Friday, May 5, at the Rubin Center. Overall Best of Show will be awarded $750 and
best life drawing or painting will also be awarded $750.

the job and finish my degree some-
where down the road. Or maybe
not. Who knows? Who cares? I'll let
future me decide. He seems like the
person to make that decision, not
present me.

Some would call me irresponsible,
and some have. But I've found that
I'm a lot happier when I just follow
my own sense of curiosity and won-
der. Planning a life out is easy, for-
mulaic and, for me, boring. I dont
even like to plan trips. I won't go
somewhere blindfolded, I'll learn
enough to feel like I have a general
idea about the place. But when I get
there I won't follow an itinerary. I
don’t want my life to be a listicle.
I don’t want to go somewhere and
think, “Yes, this is exactly what the
article told me it was like”

So I don’t mind that it’s taken me
so long to get my degree. It bothers
other people, and I've seen more
than one shocked face when I tell
them my age. But I don’t regret it
and would do it all over again if giv-

SHOW US YOUR

en the chance. I like that ’'m always
surprised where I end up. I like that
every year I would not have guessed
that I am where I am and I'm doing
whatever it is ’'m doing.

There’s a phrase that gets used
throughout everyone’s formal edu-
cation. They’ll say things like “you
know out there in the real world they
won’t do this or that” As if school is
apart from the “real world” Please
tell my bills that I cannot pay them,
as I am currently not in the real
world. It makes school seem like a
separate part of life that you have to
endure in order to get out there and
experience “real life” School is just
another part of life, and if you need
it to get somewhere else, then don’t
treat it like a bad stretch of road that
you want to speed through.

Life is just one long road anyways.
You might as well learn to enjoy it.

w Follow Christian Vasquez on Twitter @chrismvasg
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Johnson Jewelers
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UTEP Professor cautions against new DHS hirings
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military.utep.edu

BY CHRISTIAN VASQUEZ

The Prospector

While the Department of Home-
land Security prepares to hire
15,000 new officers for Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement
and Customs and Border Protec-
tion, Josiah Heyman, director of
the Center for Inter-American
and Border Studies and profes-
sor of anthropology, cautions
that dramatic systematic reform
is necessary to avoid corruption
and abuse that has marred the last
surge of hiring.

The American Immigration
Council released a report on April
24 by Heyman titled “Why Cau-
tion is Needed Before Hiring Ad-
ditional Border Patrol Agents and
ICE Officers.”

Earlier this year, through two
executive orders, President Trump
called for an increase of Customs
and Border Patrol officers by 5,000
and Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents by 10,000

In the report, Heyman gives an
easy to digest account of the in-
crease in agents that corresponds
with an increase of abuse and cor-
ruption. From 1999 to 2016, Bor-
der Patrol expanded from 4,297
agents to 19,828, and between 2006
and 2009, the department nearly
doubled. Consequently, arrests of
Border Patrol employees for civil
rights violations, misconduct and
off-duty crimes had a 44 percent
increase from 2007 and 2012, ac-
cording to the Associated Press.

The pattern of abuses by both
CBP and ICE has been well docu-
mented. In a 2013 survey of 1,095
deported Mexicans by the Im-
migration Policy Center, which
Heyman was one of three authors,
found that 11 percent reported
physical abuse and 23 percent re-
ported verbal abuses by U.S. au-
thorities. While ICE only made up
for 11 percent of both physical and

verbal abuse, CBP made up 67 per-
cent and 75 percent, respectively.

The ACLU of New Mexico Re-
gional Center for Border Rights,
and ACLU of Texas, alongside the
Southern Border Communities
Coalition, filed an administrative
complaint to CBP on behalf of 13
individuals, who upon crossing
from Mexico into the United States
at ports of entry, were subjected to
verbal and physical abuse, includ-
ing an 11-year-old boy who got a
hairline fracture of his arm.

Heyman points out that a 2011
study of the CBP workforce by the
Homeland Security Studies and Anal-
ysis Institute found that there existed
a “code of silence-an unwritten rule
not to report another colleague’s er-
rors, misconducts or crimes.”

James Tomsheck, chief of in-
ternal affairs at CBP until he was
ousted in June of 2014, told the
Center for Investigative Reporting
that Border Patrol suffers from “in-
stitutional narcissism,” with a “self-
identity of a paramilitary border
security force and not that of a law
enforcement organization.”

Heyman argues that while
CBP is discussed more than ICE,
the latter has the same system-
atic problems of abuse since ICE
regularly recruits from CBP. The
New York Times reported that
ICE agents and contract guards,
who are responsible for detain-
ing and deporting undocumented
immigrants, have been “arrested
and charged with beating people,
smuggling drugs into detention
centers, having sex with detainees
and accepting bribes”

Much of the issues of corruption
and abuse of power can be partly
attributed toward inadequate hir-
ing methods, Heyman argues.

Heyman gives the example of
Border Patrol agent Justin Tackett
in San Diego, who shot and killed
U.S. citizen Valerie Tachiquin, but
did not report the incident until
almost a week later. Tackett pre

see DHS on page Al6

o Shootout Podcast
Q @ShootoutPodcast

@ shootoutELP@gmail.com

www.shootoutpodcast.com

“/‘l

Borlchirn H

Employees Insurance Company, W. D.C.20076;a

are |n season atdyour local GEICO office. -
6600 Montana Ave Ste J El Paso| 915-779-2489 | geico.com/elpa‘sﬂ

Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1993-2016. © 2016 GEICO.

| a(l }EW-\'N .xA i}

¥ i 3
Some discounts, coverages, paymem plans and features are ot avallahle in all states or all GEICO companies. GEIEU is a registered service mark of Government
b

HOME OWNERS - RENTERS INSURANCE AVAILABLE | FREE QUOTES - 6600 Montana Ave., Suite J. El Paso 915-779-2489




THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

(Class of 2017

Spring 2017
Undergraduate

College of Engineering
Bachelor of Science in
Civil Engineering

Jose Abraham Acosta-Rios
Jose Luis Arias

Alberto Bosquez

Michael James Castafieda
Mario Alberto Cazares Dominguez
Martin Chavarin Jr

Pablo Cobos

Alejandra Escajeda
Melissa I. Escalante
Armando Esquivel

Hector Javier Gomez
Diana S. Guerrero

Saul J. Guerrero

Pablo Jaurrieta Baca
Lindsey Nicole Larson
Sofia A. Martin

Robert Joseph Mendez
Mariana Mercado Prieto
Catherine Naddour

Ivan Mauricio Ramirez
Jesus Mario Rivera Jr
Tyler Michael Solem
Zahid Sotelo

Marc C. Tarango

Joshua Tavarez

David G. Valenzuela
Michelle Angelica Veloz
Paola Villescas

Paloma Zamarripa

Bachelor of Science in
Electrical Engineering
Carmen Adel

Sergio Antonio Benitez Jr
Gilbert Thomas Carranza
Alejandro Castro Hinojos
Ruben Correa

Jose Rudy Fierro

Jose J. Galindo Jr.

Brian Gardea Mesta

Luis Alejandro Gutierrez
Eric Herrera

Joey Hidalgo

Victor Hugo Jimenez Jr
Donato Kava

Diego A. Kerstiens
Andrik Eli Lafuente

Jacob A. Ledesma
Samuel Harrison Lindsey
Juan Antonio Lopez
Lambros Louloupides
Christian Adam Macias
Julio C. Marquez
Rosaura Margarita Marquez
Andres Martinez

Manuel Fernando Martinez Jr
Shawn E. Mccoy

Amy Paulina Medina
Christopher Alexander Mendoza
Kenneth Natera

Roberto Ortega-Carlos
Miguel Parra

Aaron Ramirez

Luis Raul Rodriguez
Sonny Salcedo

Uriel Samaniego
Eberardo Sanchez

Felipe L. Silva Jr

Donna Maria Terrazas-Delgado
Fernando Hanz Torres
Tyler Lee Towner

Kevin Jesus Valdez

David Velasquez

Marc A. Villarreal

Luisa Daniela Villasefior
Christian Frank Wolters

Bachelor of Science
Grecia Alejandra Aguilera
Hamad Mohammed B Albogami
Celena M. Arreola
Antonio Jose Casas

Dante Chaparro Vega
Erwin Ignacio Delgado
Yazmin Montoya

Daniela Natera

Aaron E. Pacheco

Jose A. Sanchez
Christopher E. Vizcarra
Isaiah Nathaniel Webb

Bachelor of Science in
Computer Science
Mahdokht Michelle Afravi
David Jorge Armas

Pedro A. Barragan Olague
Jesus Eduardo Borunda
Luis Ernesto Casillas
Jeremy Castro

Daniel Isai Chagoya
Pedro Estrada Jr

Gerardo Fang Jr.

Cesar lvan Garcia Jr.
David Gonzalez

Omar Khalik

Kevin William Lanahan I
Edgar Adrian Lopez

Ivonne Elizabeth Lopez
Arturo Ortiz

Raul Pandeli Jimenez
Aldo Rafael Perez
John Michael Ramirez
Victor Adrian Reyes
Lucia V. Rodriguez
Rebecca Urbina

Edgar Felix Valles
Omar Villegas

Bachelor of Science

in Industrial Engineering
Luis Miguel Bonilla

Lucia Cardona

Oscar Cedillo

Jose Eduardo Contreras
Lorenzo A. Diaz

Gabriel Garcia Jr.

Jessica Angela Herrera
Victoria Hi de Villanueva
Pablo Alejandro Loya
Carlos F. Manzanares
Jorge Osvaldo Montes
Jose Rogelio Olivares
Carlos Olivas

Edgar A. Pariente

Kevin Oswaldo Reyes
Pablo Rene Rodriguez
Evelyn Villalobos Rendon
Maria Del Carmen Villaverde Mayorga

Ana Villegas

Bachelor of Science

in Mechanical Engineering
Cesar Acosta

Turki Albassam

Salem Al-hadiah

Mohammad Nshrh Almutiri
Gabriel Altamirano

Luis C. Amavisca

Emerson Roland Armendariz
Raudel Oswaldo Avila

Luis H. Bernal

Victor Hugo Blanco

Carlos Alejandro Bonilla Cardozo
Logan N. Brown

Eduardo A. Camacho

Carlos Carrillo

Hiram David Castillo Marquez
Daniel A. Cepeda

Omar Alejandro Chavez Torres
Roberto Delgado Banuelos
Jorge A. Diaz

Jorge E. Enriquez

Victor Espinoza Jr.

Mario Alberto Ferrero Padilla
Roderick L. Gager

Jacobo Gamez

Carlos Eduardo Garcia
Demian Garcia

Marissa Beatrice Garcia
Gisela Garcia Escobedo
Steven Gomez

Carlos Eduardo Gonzalez
Alma Patricia Granados
Cesar Alberto Guillen
Enrique Bruno Gutierrez Ill
Corey G. Hansen

Esteban Herrera

Manuel Jesus Herrera Jr
Diana S. Ibarra

Diana ltzel Jayme

John La Bianca

Regina Ann Lamonica

Alba J. Leyva

Gabriel Llausas

Daniel Lopez

Guillermo A. Lopez

Mauricio Lopez

Guillermo Lopez Moreno
Paloma Gabriela Lujan Guevara
Edgar Jorge Maguregui
Manvel Alejandro Mar Del Hierro
Rogelio Martinez

Carlos Martinez Gomez
Jorge D. Mata

Eduardo Maynez

Jose Roberto Mendez Contreras
Daniela Luisa Mendoza
Priscilla A. Mendoza

Omar Roberto Meraz

Rafael Montano Jr

Briana Laura Moreno

Xavier Ernesto Moriel
Michael Muniz

Ibrahim Naiji

Hannah Louise Nicholson
Travis John North

Roberto Olivo

Chinedu William Oputa
Cristian Orozco

Manuel Arturo Ill Ovalle

Luis Angel Perez Buergo
Rachel Nikkita Pilgrim
George Quinones-Arguinzoni
Adrian Ramirez

Edwin Enrique Reveles

Erick Daniel Rico Barraza
Jose Luis Rodarte Jr

Fernando Adrian Rodriguez Lorenzana
Daniel Ruiz

Erick Salazar

Brenda Andrea Solis

Vincent G. Solis

Sara Marissa Soto

Cesar E. Tapia

Elio Jaime Tapia
Steven Torres

Ralph Vargas

Vivian Vasquez

Devon T. Velasquez
Mario Alberto Vicente
Zachary Adrian Welsh

Bachelor of Science
in Metallurgical & Materials
Engineering

Daniel Pedro Cruz
Haneul Du

Ana Patricia Hernandez
Jeremy Karisch

Omar Jesus Medina
Jacqueline Andrea Reyes
Jessica Denise Serrano
Arlene Chacon Smith
Victor Vargas

College of Liberal Arts

Bachelor of Arts
Rachel Alexis Abbruzzi
Armando Alexis Acosta
Judith A. Acosta

Hiram Fernando Acosta Aguilera
Diana Acosta Alarcon
Jose Guadalupe Adame
Lucy Lee Agosto
Jonathan Aguilera
Salvador Alaniz Jr.
Delilah Alva

Valeria Alvarez

Alina Anchondo
Alexsandra Rose Annello
Kimberly Antuna
Christina Aparicio

Cristal Angelica Araiza
Bruno A. Arciniega Aguilar
Victoria Arellano

Araceli Arroyo

David Emilio Arroyos
Ashley M. Aulbach
Amber Renee Avila
Diana Avila

Carlos A. Ayala

Jazmin Ayala

Megan Ayers

Elena Mercedes Baca
Aldo Balcazar

Yvonne Balderrama
Virginia Y. Banda

Bonnie Marie Barragan
Canmille C. Barraza
Violeta Barraza
Matthew J. Barrientos
Rene Fabian Barrios

Eric Justin Baver

Sarah Amanda Beltran Juarez
Charles Robert Berry
Michelle Nicole Blackburn
Reeda Roxanne Blanco
Andrea Jean Bloomer
Cosmas Kibet Boit
Alejandra Z. Bond
Claudia Lizzette Borunda
Amy A. Briones

Paul Rollins Brisco
Daysha Antonisha Brown
Katherine Suzanne Brunt
Makeda Aisha Buggs
Miguel Alexis Caballero
Claudia Liliana Calderon
Cassandra Desire Calla
Andrea Carolina Calleros
Dora Caro

Karen Paloma Carrasco
Antonio Josue Carrillo
Francisco Ricardo Castaneda
Rebecca Belen Castillo
Stephanie Ann Castillo
Cristoria Rae Castrejon
Oscar Ceballos

Abel Ceniceros Jr
Monica Denisse Cepeda
Karla Miche Cerna
Morgan Francis Chambers
Carlos A. Chavez

Raul Julio Chavez

Nancy Fabiola Chavez Giner
Melissa Colunga

Carlos D. Contreras
Javier Corral

Jeremy Anthony Cruz
Andrea R. Cruz De Los Santos
John I. Davila

Maira Davila

Emily Christine Davis
Logan Wesley Davis
Cruz T. De La Cruz
Maria A. De La Cruz
Carmen De La Torre
Peter Simon Delach
Manuel Delgadillo
Melissa Ashley Delgado
Edgar A. Diaz

Karely Diaz

Betsabe Dixon

Celina Duran

Stephanie Marie Duran
Viviana Angelica Duran
Leyla Militza Edwards
Derek Elmendorff

Diane Enriquez

Diego M. Escalante

Hugo Osvaldo Escamilla
Jocelyn Espinoza

Victoria Espinoza

Alfredo Estrada Jr

Jose Adrian Estrada

Lily Estrada

Matthew E. Estrada
Viridiana Falliner

Kris Farran

Ashley Danielle Favela
Analuz Fernandez

Julisa J. Fernandez

Mario Figueroa

Miriam E. Fonseca
Maryveronica Dela Cruz Frye
Analaura Fuentes
Gabriela Gallegos

Karina Gallegos

Paola Ruby Gamboa
Manuel Gandara
Alejandro Garcia

Alyssa Renee Garcia
Corina Garcia

Freddy Garcia

Irma Verenisse Garcia
Joel Fernando Garcia
Roberto Antonio Garcia
Steven Garcia

Jonathan Garcia-Mondragon
Jasmine Garcia-Munoz
Ruben D. Garcia-Valenzuela
Christopher Gardea
Alfonso Gomez Jr

Oscar Javier Gomez

Sara B. Gomez

Andrea Estefania Gonzalez
Elenie Gonzalez

Jessica A. Gonzalez

John Christopher Gonzalez
Raul Humberto Gonzalez
Rosa ltzel Gonzalez
Cristina Carmen Gracia
Jessica Noelle Grijalva
Michael Jalen Grijalva
Harley J. Guadalcasar
Adrian Gutierrez

Ayleen A. Gutierrez
Bryan A. Gutierrez

Irving M. Gutierrez
Joseph M. Gutierrez

Luis Alberto Gutierrez
Cassandra Cozette Guzman
Christian Desean Harper
Kameron Leigh Harris
David Hernandez

Erick Hernandez
Jacqueline Hernandez
Larry Hernandez

Monico Hernandez Jr.
Natasha Leigh Hernandez
Valeria Hernandez Moreno
Arlene Hernandez-Aguina
Jose E. Hinojos

Charlene Holguin

Jack Daniel Holland
Eunice Huerta

Karen Jasmin Hurtado
Krystinna Inciriaga

Tomas C. Jaquez

Daniel Jimenez

Kelsey Lynn Johnson
Pamela Dianne Johnson Angeles
Alexandra Elise Jones
David A. Keyson

Sarah King

Oyuki B. Komiyama

Brian Lee Korner

Marlene Larquier

Stephen Michael Lawson
Adrian Jaziel Lechuga Rincon
Donn Ray Leon

Ashley Brooke Leos
Bridgette D. Leyva
Micah-James Scott Lindsey
Andres Sergio Loera
Alejandro Miguel Lopez
Husai Danie Lopez

Josue E. Lopez

Luisa Fernanda Lopez
Maria G. Lopez-Sanchez
Eva Marie Lozano
Juvisela Lozano

Karen Lucero

Luis L. Lucero

Alexandra N. Lucey
Roxana Daniela Luna
Yussef Francisco Luna
Edmundo Machado

Hugo Macias-Lopez

Linda Karen Madrid
Taylor Marie Magnuson
Alejandra Magos

Paloma Marinelarena
Alexis Nicole Mariscal
Jessica Marquez
Samantha Danyelle Marroquin
Genoveva Marrufo
Alonzo Martinez

Denise Alicia Martinez
Emily Mozzelle Martinez
Jaime Enrique Martinez Jr
Jason Fidencio Martinez
Manuel DeJesus Martinez
Ricardo Martinez

Victoria Michelle Mattias
Anita R. Maynes

Michael Ryan McClure
Estefania Medina

Alexis Cassandra Mejia
Michael Angel Mejia
Victor Manuel Mendez
Janette Mendoza

Denise Meneses

Lucia Molinar

Sarah Danielle Montelongo
Aaron Joseph Montes
Salvador Richard Montes
Nicholas Jacob Montoya
Edgar Mora

Alyssa Morales

Jessica M. Munoz
Rebekah A. Munoz

Victor Hugo Murillo
Charles Sterling Napier
Vivian Vianney Natividad
Julio Cesar Navar Jr.
Judith Abril Navarro
Angelica Guadalupe Nevarez
Stephanie Nevarez

Luis Josue Nevarez Cano
Georgina Obeso

Sergio A. Ochoa Il
Ricardo Olivares

Carmen Marie Ordaz
Kristine Mendoza Orozco
Samantha Ortega

Jorge Luis Ortiz Jr
Daniella Pablos

Emily Vianey Pacheco
Daniel Christian Paulus
Danielle Luise Pearson
Adriana Larissa Pena
David Adrian Perea
Alexis Danielle Perez
Jafet Perez Castillo

Carlos Angel Piedra
Gabriel Ivan Ponce

Sasha Vanessa Ponce
Tomas Eduardo Porras-Acosta
Maria Jessenia Porter
Aldo Portillo

Alejandra Portillo
Mariana Prieto

Jessica G. Provencio
Paula Sofia Quijas

Isaac Quintana

Pedro A. Quirino

Jacob Henry Ramirez
Mario Ramirez Jr

Moses Eduardo Ramos
Valeria Ramos

Adrian Rede

Oscar S. Regalado
Lindsay Raquel Reinpold
Alonso Reta Jr

Bianca Merlin Reyes
Sarah Reyes

Karla Ivonn Rivas

Beverly Aleksandrea Rivera
Jacobett Eugenia Rivera
Jesus D. Robinson

Erica V. Rodarte

Nicole Marie Rodarte
Cody Javier Rodela

Leslie Pavia Rodriguez
Saul A. Rodriguez

Brisa Romo

Eric Ivan Romo

Diana Laura Rosales
Dante Roberto Rothenbucher
Carlos J. Ruiz

Laura Daniela Ruiz
Audrey Jean Russell

Abel Salas

Janette Arely Salas
Maribel Salas

Bianca Vianey Sanchez
Jaqueline Sanchez

Mark Sanchez

Tania Sanchez Escobedo
Savannah Rae Sarabia
Karen Segovia

Cynthia Marie Serafin
Ashley Michelle Shearman
Yelvani Odaley Sifuentes
Noah B. Smartt
Christopher Smith Jr
Chyanne N. Smith

Jesus Soria

Suzette Soto

James Abraham Steinhauser
Nathalie Stella Stevens
Carla Ivonne Stevenson
Anissa Sustaita

Leslie J. Talamantes
Jessica Tapia

Hunter Alexa Taylor
Joseph George Terebessy |lI
Juliette Manglona Teregeyo
Maria Aracely Terrazas
Jacquelyn E. Thomas
Trevor Thompson

Naomi Torres

Valerie Monique Torres
Andres Ivan Torres-Hernandez
Denise Alejandra Tovar
Laura Benita Tovar

Sarahi Uruchurtu

Arezahi Vadillo

Jose J. Valadez

Jose Guadalupe Varela Hernandez
Cristhian Enrique Vasquez
Cesar Fernando Vazquez




Marina Vega

Ariadne Venegas
Shane Wallace

Austin David White
Armando Zamora
Grecia Zamora

Ervin Armando Zubiate

Bachelor of Fine Arts
Maria Refugio Acosta Egure
Andrew Barraza

Nancy V. Batres

Jennifer Michelle Burton
Crystal Corral

Nohema Duran Aldana
Marcela Erives

Gisel Osiris Estrada Flores
Josue Emmanuel Fierro
Jordan Hilmy Francis
Katarina Grace Hernandez
Maria E. Houchin

Vanessa C. Keyser

Ruth Bernadette Lopez
Jaime Salvador Lupercio
Patrick L. Marshall

Adrian N. Ogas

Andrea Liliana Padilla Mendoza
Angel Pena

John Antho Robledo IlI
Mayra G. Rodarte

Ana Laura Ruiz

Sandra Mariel Salaices Gomez
Victor A. Salmon

Danielle M. Saloma
Gabriela Torres

Nicole Villalobos

Bachelor of
Multidisciplinary Studies
Cynthia Acosta

Lilian Acosta

Brittney Adams

Brenda Aguilar
Guadalupe Alcala

Desiree H. Alegria
Jennifer Lynn Antenna
Dominic Artis

Erika Jeanette Atkinson
Tiffany Lynn Baker-Strothkamp
Melissa Reza Barela
Donica Nicole Bennett Batres
Oscar Alber Bolivar

Aria Elise Borunda

Charlie R. Burdan

Sonia Asuncion Burke
Kea’Undra Danielle Canady
Hilda Chacon

Ashley L. Chimento

Fallon Cisneros

Linda V. Cordova

Daniel Curiel IlI

Hannah Janell Duarte
Omar |. Enriquez-Parra
Stephanie N. Escobar
Jose Salvador Espat
Roxana Lourdes Fernandez
Brenda I. Flores

Richard A. Flores

Lorence Anthony Ford
Adriana Gabriela Garcia
Jorge Osvaldo Garcia
Christopher Gonzalez
Eduardo Gonzalez
Lazarus Wilcot Gutierrez
April Angela Hall

Michael J. Harrison
Jessica Daniela Hernandez
Omar Alejandro Hernandez Espino
Amber Nicole Herrera
Margarita Ibarra

Tracy Elizabeth Jennings
Sandra Elena Kirschner
Jacob Paul Lavigne

Mack H. Leftwich

Chad Michael Lemaire
Donavan Skylar Logan
Alyssa Sarah Lopez
Emmanuel Lopez

Maria De Lourdes Lopez
Valerie M. Lozano
Victoria Karissa Lozano
Christopher J. Luna

Janis M. Martin

Special Congratulations from:

OFFICE OF

ltzel Jimena Martinez

Jorge Lucio Medina

Alicia Mendoza

Katherine Ann Miranda Muniz
Jeanette Monique Molina
Dana Morales

Margaret Morales

Rebecca Lee Morales
Alfredo Moreno

Veronica L. Morgan

Daniela Morris Reynoso
Kayla Musa

Tanya Nance

Natalie Nayarez

Thomas Sean Odea

Annel Soleniyi Ojeda

Elliott Michael Oldham
Celeste Orozco

Paulina Ortalejo-Stevens
Alexandra R. Ortiz

Frances Angelica Ortiz Colon
Yvette Ortiz Pedroza
Alejandra Padilla

Patricia Dayanna Paredes
Michelle Ann Perez

Fainot Pierre

Kristhian I. Portillo

Rossalyn Nicole Portillo
Olabisi Jessica Pratt

Chelsey N. Ramirez

Lynda Yvette Ramirez-Alvarez
Bernice M. Reaza

George Anthony Rincon
Jazmin Rubi Rivera

Brandon Deon Robinson
Rodrigo E. Rodriguez

Sury D. Rodriguez

Cynthia A. Roscoe

Brendan Francis Royal
Rebeca Rubio

Andrea M. Ruzic

Raul Gabriel Saenz

Kenneth Benjamin Seeburg
Kristina Raye Server

Leigh Mantha Shealy-Mcginest
Brittany M. Sierra

Loren Renee Sotelo

Brittany Lynn Stephens
Nicholas Preston Suydam
Diana Araceli Torres

Brenda Vianey Tovar Villa Ms
Nicholas F. Usher

Jesse Valdemar Jr.

San Juanita Valdez

Christina Vanderaa-Rodriguez
Adrian Michael Ward
Bathsheba Williams

Angelica Rebecca Yturralde
Krystal M. Zarate

Carlos Edwin Zuniga

Bachelor of Music

Noe Cardenas

Adam E. Castaneda
Isaac Paul Drewes

Jesus Andres Fuentes
Eduardo Garcia
Alejandro Loaeza Salcido
Miguel A. Maldonado
Emily A. Mathews
Francisco Javier Mercado
Elise B. Ontiveros

David Pefia

Justin Reed Petty

Oscar Prieto Jr.

Raul Arturo Valdez-Perea
Ashley Crystelle Venegas
Brittney Monique Williams

Bachelor of Science
Luisa Fernanda Alatorre
Luis A. Alvarez

Alan J Shaun Arrieta
Marcela M. Arteaga
Andrea Bridget Baltazar
Marcos Cardona

Zianya Luz De La Mora Mendoza
Stephanie Gabrielle Estrada
Marria Isabel Gallardo

Edith Hernandez

Omar Hernandez Jr.
Yazmine P. Huizar

Jasmine Juarez

College

of Science

Jose M. Landeros
Jacqueline Lechuga
Patricia Alejandra Lopez
Irma G. Loya

Erik R. Martinez

Latina Mercherson
Amber Marie Nevarez
Aramis Parada

Carlos Portillo Jr

Seyed Amir Mohammad Rastegari
Sarah Nicole Rodarte
Erika Maria Romero
Maribel Gabriela Ruiz
Vanessa Sagredo
Thomas Sanchez

Gladys Frine Tellez

College of Science
Bachelor of Science
Stephanie Acuna

Ernest Aduku

Angel Adrian Aguero
Nohemy Julieta Aleman
Jeannette Almeraz
Sociana Evett Amaro
Adriana Alexandra Anchondo
Corayma Andrade
Saswatha Anireddy
Melissa E. Aragon
Michelle Alejandra Aranda
Kristian Alexa Armendariz
Pablo E. Avalos

Diana U. Avila

Eduardo G. Aviles

Raul Banuelos Jr

Jose Angel Barragan
Stephanie Lane Baver
German Betancourt-Solis
Vivian Alexa Bracamontes Antunez
Jennifer Syrell Bridges
Michael J. Briggs

Brittney Marie Brown - Opara
Mark Anthony Buyo
Valerie Carrillo

Ariel N. Carrion

Atzimba Casas

Barbara Samantha Castellanos
Rachel L. Castillo

Samuel Alexander Castillo
Jesus A. Castor

Roberto Castro Gutierrez
Jordan L. Cedillo

Denise Cervantes

Jaisel Amilcar Cervantes
Ivan Alonso Cervantes Martinez
Daniel Chavarria

Israel Chavarria

Crystal Nahomy Chavez
Maria D. Chavez

Miguel Angel Chi

Brandon Hae Yong Chung
Jin A. Collins

Stephanie Contreras
Celeste L. Corral

Ricardo J. Cortez
Guillermo Cuellar

Judith Curiel

Myrna Curiel

Genesis De La Cruz
Joshua A. De Luca
Priscilla A. De Lucio
Albert De Santos Jr.
Cristina Judith Delgado
Jerry Delgado

Tania Lizeth Dieguez
Marisol Dominguez
Angelina D. Dorado
Jessica Victoria Duran
Paola Estefania Echeverria
Jaime F. Enriquez
Edmundo Esparza

Aldo Guadalupe Esquivel
Albien Paul Badana Estavas
Anakaren Estrada

Lindsey Rae Eveler
Nicolas Richard Falk
Gilbert Favela Jr
Viridiana Fernandez
Rocio Fernanda Ferron
Roger R. Fleming
Alejandra Flores

Amanda M. Fonseca
Tabatha L. Fuson

THE UNIVERSITY OF

Dora G. Galindo
Alejandra Edith Gallegos
Nidia Janette Garay
Angel L. Garcia

Anthony Garcia

Celina Raeann Garcia
Luis A. Garcia

Rachel Garcia

Roberto Luis Garcia
Valeria Garcia

Jesse B. Gomez

Jose Alberto Gomez
Gabriela Gonzalez

Julio Cesar Gonzalez
Priscilla Gonzalez

Juan Antonio Guerrero lll
Daniel Guevara

Lizette Carmen Gutierrez
Maria Fernanda Gutierrez
Xavier Reyes Gutierrez
Caitlin E. Harmon

Edith Hernandez

llse Angelica Hernandez
Julia Fernanda Hernandez
Marisol Hernandez
Viviana Patricia Hernandez
Andrea Hernandez Garcia
Matthew Jacob Hilding
Carnell Dewone Horn Jr.
Mengling Hu

Michelle Hudson
Yazmine P. Huizar
Anwar Jacintomoreno
Hilda Rebeca Jara
Casandra Ariadna Jimenez
Jacqueline P. Kim

Tionay Craion Knispel
Ashley Nicole Lechuga
Andres Lerma

Benjamin Kalev Levin
Nathalie Leyva Zayas
Andre Armando Llanos
Andrea Lopez

Andrea Loya

Alejandro Lozano

Ruben Emilio Lucero
Karina Lujan

Julian Anthony Marquez
Javier A. Martinez
Katherine Anne Martinez
Nandi Nahomy Martinez
Santos Martinez

Clara Ivette Martinez Martinez
Michael Aaron Maxwell
Mariana Melendez
Esmeralda Mendoza
Alondra Miranda

Mario Alberto Muniz
Soraya Munoz

Daniel C. Najera
Salvador Jesus Navar
Vanessa Inez Navarro
Victoria Tuong Vy Ngo
Estefania Olivas
Monique J. Ontiveros
Viridiana Orona

Nancy Angelica Orozco
Alejandra K. Ortega
Cristina Angelica Ortega
Samantha Raven Owen
Jacob Daniel Palacio
Andrea Lucinda Paris
Elizabeth Penner

Hector Manuel Perez
Marisol Prieto

Cesar Alejandro Primo
Jazmin Quezada

Erik Raoul Ramirez

Luis Mario Ramirez
Seyed Amir Mohammad Rastegari

Nathan Zachary Reade
Priscilla Danielle Reyes
Elizabeth L. Riley

Stacy Rivera

Berenice Rocha

Nikki Marie Rodelas
Ahinoam Rodriguez
Brianna A. Rodriguez
Elizabeth Rodriguez

Elsa Renee Rodriguez
Jose E. Rodriguez
Roxanna Rodriguez
Thomas Kevin Rodriguez
Georgina Rodriguez Gonzalez
Vianey Elizabeth Romo
John Martin Gabriel Bermeo Sabandal
Ryan Anthony Saenz
Melisa Samaniego
Adrian Matthew Sammy
Michelle A. Sanchez
Rafael Ernesto Sanchez
Alejandro Sarabia Gonzalez Jr
Daisy R. Saucedo
Monthserrat Serna
Valerie Serna

Nessa Serrano

Regina M. Servin
Andrew M. Silva
Edmundo Antonio Silva
Brandon M. Smith

Joshua R. Smith

James Edward Snell
Aashir M. Sohail

Alondra Soltero

Angel Soteld Jr

Vanessa R. Soto
Samantha Vanderwarn Stewart
Veronica Suarez

Leila M. Subia

Risa Mia Swain
Jacqueline Quinn Swopes
Alysa Maria Thornton
Manuel Torres Il

Carlos A. Valenzuela
Cindy Van

Jonathan Vaquera
Mariana Vasquez

Robert Vazquez

Paulina Jasmine Villanueva
Marina Lavonne Violette
Jeffery Tyrone Williams Jr
Luis Marcel Zuniga

College of Education
Bachelor of
Interdisciplinary Studies
Adrian Arturo Aguilar
Agueda J. Alvarado

Pamela B. Antwine

Angelina Wilhelmina Armenti
Monica Banuelos

Michaela Ashton Bedwell
Shairy H. Berdeja

Judith Leticia Candelaria
Sonia Annette Cardoso-Miranda
Tina L. Cardwell

Ruby Carreon

Alma Angelica Caudillo
Olidia Chairez

Nancy Chavarria

Ana Victoria Chavez

Francis Chavira

Daniela Chretin

Timm M. Cornelius

Veronica lleen Correa
Diana Davis

Alejandra De La Hoya
Melody A. Delgado

Martha Dominguez
Sabrina Lee Elguea
Crystal Enriquez
Armando Estrada
Jessica Estrada

Maegan R. Federico
Kevin Fierro

Rubi Gallardo

Joanna Garcia

Marco Gines

Jessica Gomez
Alejandro Gonzalez
Iveth Gonzalez Villalpando
Karen Gutierrez

Rosa Maria Gutierrez
Rebecca Jaramillo
Brittany N. Lechuga
Leanna Patricia Luna
Yvette Madrid

April Sanchez Marquez
Lauren Nicolle Marquez
Cristal A. Martinez

Irais Martinez

Misuky E. Martinez
Lauren Nicole Mcdaniel
Melissa Michelle Means
llse Anahi Mijares Velazquez
Mayra Elizabeth Molina
Mayra Hilda Morend
Blanca Diané' Ordaz
Marissa Pantoja

Sophia Michelle Pastor
Monica Ramirez

Alma E. Ramos

Belinda Ramos

Rocio T. Ramos

Saira Rebeca Rascon
Adriana Rayas Tanaka
Emma A. Ritter

Brenda Guadalupe Rivera Holguin

Vivian ltzel'Rochel
Silvan@iSefia Rodarte
Miranda Rodriguez
Norma Angelica Rodriguez
Sara Yvonne Rodriguez
Yarim Ruiz

Celeste Lucia Schultz
Ibeth Serna

Emma Alejandra Serrano
Michelle Martha Shiroma
Crystal Soto

Kimberly Strong

Deanna Marie Tellez
Andres J. Valenzuela
Lucia Valverde

Yair Varela

Maria Isabel Vazquez Solis
John Danny Velazquez
Mariel Villanueva
Alejandra Villegas
Vianey Wilson

Justin Yepez

College of Business

Administration
Bachelor of

Business Administration
Christopher Abilez
Cristina Elissa Acosta
Ramon Enrique Acosta
Stephen Anthony Acosta
Larissa Ana Adame

Karen Aguilar

Marco Andres Aguilar
Marzeyda Aguilar

Adam Aguirre

Selene Maria Aguirre Martinez
Angelite Aleman

Jimmy Alvarado Jr
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TEXAS AT EL PASO

gelica Alvarez

est Lorenzo Alvidrez
muel Alvidrez

gel A. Aragon

ber N. Armendariz
zabeth Armengol

ley N. Avalos

vian G. Avila

xa Christiane Bain
rria G. Balandran

a Marie Banuelos
anna Nicole Barreiro
jandro Barron

vador Beltran IlI

> Yadira Benavides
zia Blackmon

hard Angel Blancas
in Carlos Bosquez Rodriguez
da Braswell

an James Brookins
nald James Bruce
ronica Leticia Buchanan
sten Elizabeth Burns
le Yaret Bustamante
ristian A. Cabral

vid Camarena-Madrid
stian Cano Robles
iyra Mickelle Castanon
ina Rocio Cavazos
dres Ceballos

ristine M. Cervantes
ily C. Chacon

nielle Chavez

gar Chavez Jr.

ge Esteban Chavez
me Chong

wricio Cisneros

ul Cobos Jr

’k Xavier Collins

nena Ines Cortazar Laguera
eisha Marcel Crooks
jandra Cruz

vin L. Cuevas
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nifer Yvette Diaz

irtin Diaz De Leon
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hua Duran

wathan Andrew Elias
sli Enriquez

cko Anthony Enriquez
enzo Escobedo

s Eduardo Esparza Alarcon
e Espinoza

ricruz Estrada

elyne Fabela

llely Idaly Felix
xanna Fernandez

nia Estefania Fierro
ob John Flaggert
gelica Elisa Flores

er Fraire

nthia Frias

niel Gandara

ck Gandara

senia Gandara

xis Garcia

dres |. Garcia

lie Yahaira Garcia
sario Elizabeth Garcia
rlos B. Garza-Barroso
e Marie Gemoets

in Gomez

ier J. Gomez

na Gomez Zavala
iesto Gonzalez

chelle Gonzalez

nes V. Goralske

e A. Graham

Luis David Grajeda
Paulina Andrea Guerrero
Pablo Roberto Guevara
Alexis R. Guzman

David Andrew Henderson
Daniel Hernandez

Jaime Eduardo Hernandez
Laura Vianey Hernandez
Gabriela Herrera
Samantha-Jo Ivette Herrera
Monica Holguin
Lageorgia Holmes
Kassandra Caroline Huhn
Randi Lynn Hutcheson
Ubaldo De Jesus Ibarra
Ericka Jacquez

Maria M. Juarez

Hector Alexandro Jurado
Eden Kriz Klein

Earl Anthony Landry I1I
Jonathan Lechuga

Sandy Lee

David Lerma Jr.

Rusty Lewis

Peter J. Leyva

Ricardo Licerio

Kristina Marie Licon
Tania Cristina Licon
Cassandra Limas

David Limas

Nicole Rhianne Lindsay
Luis Gerardo Llamas
Hugo A. Loera

Alejandra Lopez
Federico Lopez

Gabriela Lopez

Jose Francisco Lopez
Crista Llopez - Gandara
Karla Lozano

Priscilla Lucero

Shannon Luevano
Yesenia Lugo Saldivar
Cristina Luna

Julio C. Luna

Raquel Margquez

Cesar Alfredo Martinez
Edmond David Martinez Jr
Fernando Martinez
Joshua Richard Martinez
Victoria N. Martinez

Eva Pamela Martinez Morales
Megan Elyse McFadden
Taylor Anne Mclendon
George Gordon Mead
Edgar Medina Vivar

Luis Alonso Melendez Rodriguez
Francisco Leon Mendez
Ricardo Omar Mendez
Ricardo Mendoza

Larissa A. Mestas

Stevie Sol Mimbela
Manal Mohammed Moazam Ali
Yesenia Molina

Marlene Alejandra Monserrat
Oscar Arturo Morales
Dejesus Mouton

Ernesto Moya

Sandra Najera

Hope K. Nelson

David Daniel Nunez
Alejandra Ochoa

Diana Marisol Ochoa
William B. O’Donnell
Gregory Ogaz

Christian Alonso Olivas
Liliana Olivas

Joel Christian Olvera
Ramon Ontiveros
Anthony Ornelas

Edward Oropeza
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Olimpia Ortega

Jorge Leonardo Ovies Escobar
Gerardo Ozaeta

Angel Javier Pacheco
Jose Juan Padilla

Jorge Palma

David Ray Parham
Robert Pena

Alejandro Peralta

Krystal Janett Pimentel
Brenda Michelle Pina

Eric Nemecio Pina

Dalia Viviana Pinon

Luis Carlos Polanco
Aurora T. Ponce

Lilia Prestor

Paulina Quintanilla

Ivan L. Ramirez

Ricardo Ramos

Yasmin Liset Ramos
Kimberly Carol Rayos
Andres Renteria
Alejandro Rey

Abril Reyes

Alejandro Reyes

Richard Reyes

Jorge Alejandro Reyes Madrid
Mindy Rincon

Fernando A. Rios

Misty Rios

Pamela Rios

Erika Rivera

Vanessa Rivera

Dalia Rodarte

Edward L. Rodriguez
Felicia Danielle Rodriguez
Jacob Rodriguez
Jonathan Trist Rodriguez
Karina Rodriguez
Melissa Rodriguez

Renee Rodriguez

Ryan M. Rodriguez
Camila Alexis Ruelas
David A. Ruiz

Mariana Ruiz

Crystal Esmeralda Salas
Jan Michael Matthew Salcedo
Raul A. Salcido Il

Javier Salinas Contel
Andrea Salvatori Villanueva
John Carlos Sanchez
Rodolfo Sanchez Jr

Roy Ulisses Sanchez
Samantha M. Sandoval
Sara Elizabeth Santelices
Jose T. Santillanes Rivera
Daniel Steven Seegers
Alvaro Sifuentes

Brenda Berenice Simental Unzueta
Michael 1. Sims

Kent Douglas Smith
Mario Ignacio Sosa Jr
Mauricio Sosa

Adriana Soto

Kelli Lorraine Stauffer
Brian Abraham Steinke
Franklin Lawrence Stubbs
Richard Allen Suhr

John Summerford

Laura Rebeca Talamantes
Rosa Mariela Tenorio
Brian Alonso Terrazas
Jose Torres

Karina Janeth Torres Nava
Gisela Muriel Tourk
Herbert D. Tovar
Amanda Ashley Toyosima
Vanessa B. Trevino
Andrea Michelle Urbina
Ashley Valadez
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Patricia Valdez

Victor Valdez

Walter Valles

Dan Varela

Michael A. Vargas
Lillian Vasquez

Luis Manuel Vasquez
Diana Karen Vazquez
Janette Vega
Giovanna Viera

Paola Maxine Villanueva
Angelica Villarreal
Nicholas Ryan West
Don R. White
Fabrizio Yepo
Andrew T. Yurachek

College of

Health Sciences
Bachelor of Science
Alicia Ann Ables
Alejandra Acosta
Annabel Acosta

Luis Gabriel Aguilera
Jorge Aguirre

Patricio Alarcon

Michael D. Alvarado
Rafael A. Andazola

Eric Arellano

Jacob Aaron Armendariz
Genesis Arreola-Castaneda
Nancy Astorga

Jaleen G. Avila

Amber N. Batista
Rebecca llene Bossie
Ashley Christine Box
Karen Camacho

Paul J. Campos

Alexys Annah Candelaria
Josue Cardenas

Roger Iram Castro
Yazmin Castruita

Giselle J. Cayme

Luis Antonio Cruz Estrada
James A. Cubillos

Aleah Brieane Davis
Rene De Pablo

Nayeli Delgado

Clarissa Katelyn Diaz
Carlos Dominguez
Maribel Guadalupe Dominguez
Valerie C. Favela
Cynthia R. Flores
Jasmine Flores

Pamela A. Flores

Alyssa Idaly Garcia
Benjamin Garcia
Christina Garcia
Gabriela Garcia
Lorraine Garcia

Yuritze Alejandra Garcia
Briana Garza Saucedo
Raymond Jesse Goytia
Taylor Nicole Grohmann
Lorena Gutierrez
Lorraine Marie Hernandez
Marissa Pugliese Hernandez
Brenda Lorraine Jimenez
Jessica Kinder

Jose Javier Landeros
Daphine Liang
Esmeralda Lopez
Mariana Alexandra Luna
April Marie Martinez
Lizette Mendoza
Roxanna Mingura

Aldo Montalvo Jr.
Andrea Montenegro
Cynthia Kristel Montenegro
Brittney Mosher
Gabriela Helena Munoz
Stephanie Olvera

Kristos Papadakis
Francisco Javier Pena Jr
Ana Vanessa Perdiz
Andrea Perez

Pablo Portillo

Yazmin Edith Quiroga
Erika Paola Ramirez
Jennifer Ramos

Marissa Ann Ramos
Janno Vincent Ranola

Department of
History

Daniela A. Ravelo
Laura Edith Resendiz
Cristina |. Reyes
Rodolfo Reyes

Priscilla Marie Ribail
Kevin Rincon

Alva L. Rodarte

Ariana Jasmin Rodarte
Amber Penel Rodriguez
Javier Carlos Rodriguez
Ruth Elena Rojas

Jorge Javier Romero
Jesse Russell

Joseph Adam Salgado
Samantha Sanchez
Jorge Alberto Sanchez Tarango
Andres Saucedo

Celine Amanda Silva
Crystal Sherawn Simon
Kimberly B. Spear
Janet Vargas

Raul Vazquez Rascon
Kimberly Diana Vela
Naomi R. Whitehair
Amanda E. Zambuto
Michelle Zamora

Gabriel Omar Zubia

Bachelor of Social Work
Elizabeth Arciva

Marlene Arellanes
Yovanni Atienzo

Carolina Avila

Jessica Ayala

Celeste Carrera

Ruth Colorado

Victoria Adriana Compean
Janelle Contreras

Maria Fernanda Cosgrove
Delia Dominguez

Norma Guadalupe Duque
Martha Gallegos

Leyan Gonzalez

Othone Hermosillo
Melissa Hinojo

Erick J. Juarez

Rebecca R. Juarez
Jaquelyn Martis

Valerie A. Mireles

Jessica Morales
Clemencia Munoz

Mireya Ogaz

Lorraine Orquiz

Debbie Ortega

Leslie Ivonne Ortega
Stephanie Lynn Puente
Jamie Rivera

Cristina Robledo

Lizzette Rose Robles
Magdalena Rodriguez
Valerie Y. Valenzuela
Valerie Marie Vasquez

School of Nursing
Bachelor of

Science in Nursing
Avery Allyn Aboud
Candice Marie Adame
Nadia E. Aguilar

Maria C. Aguilera

Olivia Albarran

Norma A. Aleman Lizardo
Johanna Tyson Allen
Juliana Anjos

Brianna ltzel Arciva

Ruby Arellano

Jonathan Arias

Josue |. Arriola

Michael Ansencion Ayala
Eric Barraza

Juan C. Barrientos
Melissa Marie Bartee
John Inman Blue IV
Jenna A. Born

Frances Jeanette Bowman
Jacquelyn Danielle Brewer
Shane Canada

Alina Reanne Carbajal
Cristina Y. Castillo

Javier Castillo Jr

Roberto Castro

Monica Denisse Cepeda
Vivian Cerrillo

English

Jacqueline Chacon-Miranda
Arlene L. Chavez

Henry Dormonh Chea
Kathryn A. Clowes

Josie Contreras

Jessica Corral

Irean Young Cotton
Elizabeth Ann Dechavez
Gloria Joy Ann Delgado
Lewis Dessormeau Jr
Kassandra Dominguez
Maria Eugenia Dorame
Veronica Douglas
Stephanie Duran

Jose Santiago Esquivel Jr.
Sandra Fierro

Gabriela Darlene Garcia
Lorenzo Garcia

Roger Daniel Garcia
Roxanna Gaytan

Amber Rose Giron
Adriana Yvette Gonzalez
Janeth Guadalupe Gonzalez
Jennifer Gonzalez

Eddie J. Gutierrez
Monica Rocha Gutierrez
Gabriella E. Guzman
Omar Guzman

Scott Robert Hantsch
Teagan Michelle Herman
Annette Hernandez

Luis David Hernandez Jr
Kimberly Brittni Herrera
April Nicole Hidalgo
Mary Katherine Holstein
Christi Annette Hunter
Michael Sun Hwang
Andrea Rocio Ibarra
Tonya Johnson

Melissa Diane Jones
Andrea Laird

Sara K. Lang

Leonardo Ledesma Jr
Lorena Leon

Marianna Teresa Leyva
Andi Marie Lopez

Diego Esteban Lopez
Paola Luna

Natalie Rose Marin
Danielle Ramona Marmolejo
Amanda Martinez
Christina Martinez
Deborah Martinez
Jessica Judith Martinez
Ruby Martinez

Daniel David McGunegle
Yolanda Dayanna Medina
Lilia Crystal Mena

Laura Elena Mendez
Vanessa Ann Molinar
Vivian Monrreal

David Moore

Ellison Christine Myers
Stephanie Olivas

Teresa K. Olson

Corina Victoria Onate
Jessica Oropeza
Antonio Ortiz

Diane Allegra Parks
Priscilla Pineira
Amadeus Adriel Ramirez
Samantha M. Ramirez
Jessica Danielle Ramos
Briana Lauretta Rocha
Alexia Rodriguez
Cristina Adela Rodriguez
Fernando Bernabe Rodriguez Jr
Nicole Renee Ross

Diana Laura Rubio

Olga Leficia Rubio
Jordan Rule

Sonia Andrea Saenz
Monica Rose Saldivar
Samanta A. Saldivar
Elvira Fabiola Sanchez
Cynthia My-Thanh Shen
Melissa Erin Shores
Edgar Sifuentes

Joanna Yarim Silva
Michele Isabella Torres
Marisol Trujillo Molina
Mariana Urzua-Alvarado
Jesus R. Valle

Citlaly Vargas

Department
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Dolores Gloria Vega
Krystal Elaine Vickers
Limny Villalobos
Lauren Ward

Nicole Danielle Wills
Kyle James Wilson
Kayla S. Wood

Doctoral

College of Business

Administration
Doctor of Philosophy
Niharika Dayyala

He Li

Saeed Tajdini

College of Education
Doctor of Education
Elda Armendariz

Doctor of Philosophy
Angelica Monarrez Rodriguez
Mayra Lizeth Ortiz-Galarza
Julian Viera Jr

College of Engineering
Doctor of Philosophy
Rodolfo Aguirre Il

Edel Gabriel Arrieta Hernandez
Zhonghua Hu

George Pinal

Joel Quintana

Pablo Rangel

Wengqing Sun

Prajwol Tamrakar

Yang Zhang

College of

Health Sciences
Doctor of Philosophy

Maricarmen Vizcaino

Doctor of Physical Therapy
JC Thurman Il

College of Liberal Arts
Doctor of Philosophy

Dennis Jason Aguirre

Eloy John Garcia Jr

Tamara Kang

Elsa Martin

Levi Ray Martin

Adon Lee Neria

Melanie Lorie Rodriguez
Randolph Taylor

College of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
Adrian Sergio Enriquez
Francisco Jose Portillo

Elisa Robles

Paul Rafael Bermeo Sabandal

Engineering/Science -
Interdisciplinary

Doctor of Philosophy
Brenda Roseanne Arellano
Juan Gustavo Arias Ugarte
Venkata Sai Ananth Challa
Eva M. Deemer
Pramanshu Trivedi

Sergio Armando Vargas Jr

School of Nursing
Doctor of Nursing Practice
Yvonne Anyanwu Basil
Danielle Sumer Christensen
Laura Patricia Herrera

Selin Jacob

Carlos Ortiz

Elizabeth Ann Portugal

Kristen Leigh Ransone

Jane Swanson

Master’s
College of Engineering

Master of Engineering in Civil
& Environmental Engineering

Martin Noriega
Jahziel Villegas Jaquez

Master of Science

Isaac Jaime Aguilar
Roberto Carlos Bencomo
Kazi Md Masum Billah
Salvador Borrego Jr

Ramya Susmitha Burugu
Andrea Mayela Casavantes
Carlos Alberto Chavez-Villalobos
John D. Ciubuc

Sergio Cordova Jr

Jesus Adrian De La Torre Rayas
Aliasghar Dormohammadi
Edgardo Antonio Flores
Vincent Michael Fonseca
Jazmin Hortensia Gallardo
Javier Garcia

Lukas Gold

Priscila Gomez

David Gonzales

Edgar Goytia

Alejandro Hernandez

Ivan David Hernandez Sr
Kimberly Marie Hogge
Francisco Hubbard

Jorge Julio Iscapa

Israel Lopez

Brian Matthew Lovich
Alfredo Luevano Jr.

Jose Jesus Martinez Gutierrez
Betty Elizabeth McKenzie
Daniel Michael Mejia
Matthew Jude Melendez
Ariadna Estefania Mendoza
Marco Francisco Meza Escudero
Jesus Pascual Meza Hernandez
Jorge Meza Venegas
Alejandro Mora IlI

Sergio Murillo

Luis Alberto Oliva

Jose Carlos Olivares
Lorenzo Manuel Olivas
Alonso Orea Amador
Shyamal Patel

Vamsi Krishna Pinnamaneni
Luis Alonso Ponce

Raul Ponce

Jimena Cecilia Porras
Jonathan K. Quijas

Fnu Raja Santha Kumar
Smriti Rajkarnikar Tamrakar
Adriana Ramirez
Christopher Ramirez

Alex Michael Rayon

Jesus Gerardo Reyes Schuldes
Jorge Arturo Rosero

Sayyid Mohssen Sajjadi
Berenice Salaices Gomez
Armando Sandoval Jr.
Carlos Eduardo Sandoval
Jessica Jazmine Segovia
Heidy Seo

Nitish Sharma

Jorge Luis Silva

Pinky Sinha

Alberto Soto

Jose Antonio Tarin

Samuel Terrazas Quezada
Sergio Trejo Jr

Rodrigo Valles Reyna

Tania A. Ventura Luna
Pooja Verma

Jennifer Lee Weand
Andrew Wilkerson

Corinne Nicole Wittmann
Francisco Javier Woo

Juan Pablo Yepez

Jose Antonio Zuniga Jimenez

Master of Science in Informa-
tion Technology

Chellaiah Lakshmi

Richard Samples

College of Liberal Arts
Master of Arts

in Interdisciplinary Studies
Francisco Antonio Galindo
Thomas Andrew Gandrup

Master of Arts in Teaching
Courtney Alexandria Magnuson
Mattison Christine Miertschin

Master in Public Administration
Elijah Thomas Arriola
Wayne Michael Butterbrodt
Andrea Nichole Carrillo
Alfredo Enrique Cespedes
James Walter Edwards Jr
Amie Ashley Flores

Anna Marie Goodwin
Jerome Lamarr Harris
Joseph Jeffrey Hissong

Eric Jackson

Mildred Elizabeth Lara Gonzales
Letha Fay Lawson

Luis Matias

Wendy Miller

Myriam Morales Fernandez
Michael Odle

Wilson Orozco Castiblanco
George Palmer

Arleen Parada

Mayra Cristina Pashayan
Jason Peifer

Charles Ali Pittman

David Lance Porter
Seagram Wayne Porter
Thomas Jarrad Putnam
Michael Reed

Paul Leroy Riedel

Alan Lorenzo Sanchez
William Shoaf

Jose Raul Soto

Gregory Paul Tidwell
Algrish Cenarchie Williams Sr

Master of Arts

Jason Edward Albright
Israel Arias

Rose Marie Artis

Jorge Arzabala Jr

Adam Bartholomew Ayala
Timothy Lamont Banks
David Banuelos

Alejandra Paola Baron
Conor Raymond Bellegarde
Harold James Berg
Brandon Bou

Tevin Jamal Caldwell
Mario Enrique Carrasco

Eric Chavez

Jimmy Tin-Yu Chen

Lisa Cowboy

Deanna Lee Czarnecki
Ronny Omar Da Costa
Heather Ann Daniels
Jason G. David

Jeffrey L. Davis

Rickey Alan Davis

Jesus Degracia

John DelaRosa

Felix Garcia Dimayuga
Richard D. Dobkins Jr
Yumira Anahi Dorame
Kurt Douglas

Shalela Victoria Dowdy
Marissa Renea Florez
Sean Phillip Garcia
Tisha Guliford

Leon Hayes

Danielle Elizabeth Healy
Christopher Francisco Herrera
Wil Hodnett

Peter James Hughes Mr
John Stacy Jerkins
Michael Lavigne

Mario Lindsey

Jodie Nikole Lout

Luis Oscar Luevano Jr
Jermaine Dale Lyons
Renee Louise Malooly
Walter Martinez Rivera
John Christopher Mills
Candelaria Veronica Monsivais
John Murray

Senaida Navar

Marlena Jo Neal
Eduardo Nevarez
James Michael Nielsen
Allegra Ortiz

Anthony Issac Puente
Randy D. Randolph Mr
Rickey Lee Robertson
Julietta Rojas

Jarietta Ross

Alyssah Vielka Roth
April Marie Rumgay
Michael Rust

Mario L. Salomone llI
Mathew Joseph Selvaggio
Matthew Shaw

Donna Garcia Sianez
Bret William Sieverts
Heather Joyce Smith
Gabriel Antonio Solis
Gary Lee Stout

Caroline Eve Surprenant
Vienary De Carlo Tanksley
Dialetta Taylor

Freddie Thompson IV
Joseph Robert Van Valkenburg
Jamie Rae Vega

Tahla M. Wade

Lori Anne Whitaker
JaQuan Rashod White
Latevia Monthreece Williams Green
David Woods

Lorenzo Rendell Woodson
Kelly Kai Kiat Yeo
Chelsey Lynn Yingling
Samuel Peter Yudin
Karolina Zofia Zajakala

Master of Defense
& Strategic Studies
George Allen

Priscilla Fonseca

Patrice Joseph Dasniel Girard Mr

Hector Manuel Gonzales
Zane Blair Hansen
Demetrius Shawn Johnson
Clay Andrew Mattson
Christopher Valverde

Master of Fine Arts

Carla Erizbett Arellano
Guadalupe Garcia Mccall
Rebekah Diane Jerabek
Elidio La Torre Lagares
Carlos Mijail Lamas Alfaro
Fatima Sausan Masoud
Gary Dee Penton

Angela Joanna Marie Ridley
Edgar Joren Saavedra Vasquez
Ma. Elena Villar

Oscar Ivén Zapata Garcja

Master of Music

Kathryn Elyse Andrade
Nathan Thomas Black
Jamille Lea Brewster

John David Guevara

Joshua Taylor Lott

Sandra Elissa Rivera Ventura

Master of Science
Alejandro Salazar Booth
Jaime Arturo Desantiago
Christopher Adam Flores
Mary Virginia Hantsch
Roberto Noriega

Juan M. Ordonez

Ara Stewart Pashayan
Crystal Sanchez

Ledy Snyder

College of Science
Master of Arts in Teaching
Sergio Rene Andrade Sr

Carlota Alvarez Basurto
Marisol Beltran del Rio
James Lawrence Bilbe
Kylee Greenwood
Jasmine M. Medina
James Miguel Quintana
Lizeth Aidee Reyes
Veronica Villalpando

Master of Science
Javier Arturo Aguilera
Matthew Alonzo

Sara Ebrahim Bagla

Andres Jose Encerrado Manriquez

Sandra Garcia

Nakul Nitin Karle
Tamanna Tasneem Khan
Kyle Alexander Long
Maite Martin

Michael Ngari Mathuri
Marisela Montelongo
Elizabeth Preza

David Quintanar Jr
Stephanie Austin Robinson
Humberto Rojo

Oscar E. Sanchez

William George Seelig
Emma Marta Adelaide Sundin
Kristin Valdez

Jose Miguel Veleta

Bofei Wang

College of Education
Master of Arts
Gabriel Micah Hayes

Master of Education
Nowara Faraj Abudabbous
Jessica Marie Acosta
Yolanda Esther Acuna
Alexander Gabriel Anchondo Sr
Diana Lizbeth Arenas
Hector Eugene Balcazar
Sonia Blanton

Ricardo Bueno

Joel Robert Calderon Jr
Angela Alicia Campana
Juana B. Casas

Cynthia Lee Castillo

Maria Magdalena Castillo
Mario Ignacio Chacon Diaz
Elizabeth Marie Chasco
Maria Del Consuelo Chavira
Cynthia De La Miyar
Jessica A. Del Pino

Martha Isela Diaz

Daisy Duarte

Leticia Ekery

Yvette Elenes

Yvonne Espinoza

Adriana A. Garcia

Lizette A. Garcia

Veronica Garcia

Jazmin Medina Gonzalez
Gisella Betsabe Gonzalez Gutierrez
Angel Fernando Granados
Monica Granados

Andrea Ibarra de Aguilar
Brenda Jazmin Juarez
Susana Lara

Jason Louis Lauturner
Belinda Elizabeth Lial
Sandra Elena Montero
Erika Vanessa Morales Tarango
Aubrey Christine Nitschelm
Christine Orozco

Barbara Raquel Page
Jennifer Erin Park

Erica Peralta

Bertha Ann Perea

Diedre Renee Peterson
Leslie Yvonne Pina

Christina I. Ramon

Andrea Marie Rangel

Roni Scott Ruiz

Sarai Sanchez

Rosa Maria Sandoval
Gabriela Salazar Sarinana
Margarita Valdez

Lydia Stella Valenzuela
Alejandra Angelica Vargas
Guadalupe Vela

Stacey Villa

Loreal Alicia Wood

Karen Yanez

Arely Zaragoza-Hernandez

College of Business

Administration

Master of Accountancy
Daniela Fernanda Barraza Escudero
Patrick Anthony Baughman
Elizabeth Gallegos

Michael Lamas

Esteban Quintanilla

Alejandra Rojero

Cynthia P. Torres

Omar Enrique Varela Jimenez Sr

Master of

Business Administration
Dylan Flynn Alexander
Luis Alonso Baylon Robles
Jesus Cisneros Jr.

Miguel A. Cortez

Juan Diego Delgado
Mathew David Elam

Rebecca Jean Enchinton

Ivan Gonzalez

Emil Kamar

Chelsea Nicole Lamego

Paola Medina

Mauricio G. Mercado

Alan Abner Morquecho Loera
Robert A. Ochoa

Phillip A. Tovar

Edgar Israel Villasana-Morales

Master of Science

Dipanwita Barai

Jesus Elias Mendoza Hernandez
Jose Angel Moreno

Luis Eduardo Rivera Jr

Macie Zaynah Subia

College of

Health Sciences
Master of Occupational
Therapy

Jacqueline Nicole Gonzalez

Master of Public Health
Salvador Dominguez
Diana Jacqueline Gomez
Pracheta Matharasi
Cassandra Nicole Urrutia
Ivette Valles

Master of Rehabilitation

Counseling
Joel Haudiel Figueroa

Master of Science

Lauren Christine Auer

Emily Michelle Avers
Adriana Marie Diaz De Leon
Dina Gabrielle Fornelli
Alexandra Selena Gonzalez
Amy Alexandra Gutierrez
Julie Ann Howard

Stephany Lopez

Madison Shea Lyall
Christine Erin Madura
Alezandra Martinez

Amelie Muzza

Mary Kathryn Olandese
Monica Yolanda Ponce-Lawler
Lisa Monique Quintanilla
Destyni Monique Reyna
Taryn Elizabeth Rosow
Roxana Stubbemann
Lindsey Erin Sutton

Brianne Nicole Wells

Master of Social Work
Sonia Azcarate

Rocio Elaine Cantu

Bianca Castrejon

Elizabeth Marie Cervantes
Victoria CynEvelyn Claytor
Ashly Nicole Contreras
Jailene Crespo

Talitha Rosalyn Dross
Robert Jonathon Fernandez Jr
Eva Gonzalez

Cynthia Gutierrez

Imelda Hernandez-Sokol
Jacob Gilbert Hinojosa
Jose Arturo Jaime

Paloma Iveth Jimenez
Crissy Ann Johnson
Lindsay Marie Lorson
Mervine Douglass Manuel
Crystal Martinez

Valeria Morado

Mary Katherine Noah Cordero
Monica L. Ortiz

Marisela Padilla

Jessica Perales

Martha Porras

Julie Ann Preisler

Desiree Michelle Quintana
Brenda Ann Risch
Christina Rodriquez
Jessica Spohn

Ashley Marie Vasquez
Kimberly Sunshine Velasquez

School of Nursing
Master of Science in Nursing
Benjamin Andrews
Anette Araiza-Mitro
Paloma Athena Becker
Audrina Cathleen Bovan
Corina Estela Garcia
Raul Ricardo Garcia
Cacy lynn Griffin
Jennifer Elizabeth Hood
Stephanie Lynn Judson
Xochitl Lara

Yvette Marquez
Graciela Navarrete
Jana Nicole O’Hara
Vanessa Ann Pacheco
Maggie J. Petrey

Teresa Anne Rada

ltzel Rivera

Paulina Saavedra

Sara Nicole Seagrove
Minjeong Seo

Neketcia Simmons
Chontez Annette Stell
Amy Tieu

Joseph Stanley Wapiennik
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College of Business Administration
Hooding and Certificate Ceremony
Master and PhD Graduates

Friday, May 12, 2017

Doors open: 5 p.m. Event Begins: 6 p.m.
Location: Abraham Chavez Theatre,
Downtown El Paso

For more information: Lorenie Orozco 747-7726

College of Education Ceremony
Friday, May 12, 2017 at 6 p.m.
Location: Magoffin Auditorium, UTEP Campus

For more information: Susana Aguirre 747-5783

saguirre2@utep.edu

College of Engineering
Hooding Ceremony
Thursday, May 11, 2017
Check-in Begins: 5 p.m.
Event Begins: 6 p.m.

Location: Undergraduate Learning Center (UGLC),

UTEP Campus
For more information: engineer@utep.edu

Order of the Engineer Ceremony

Saturday, May 13, 2017

Check-in and Group Photos Begin: 10 a.m.
Event Begins: 11 a.m.

Location: Magoffin Auditorium, UTEP Campus
For more information: engineer@utep.edu

College of Health Sciences

Celebration and Hooding Ceremony
Saturday, May 13, 2017

Check-in Begins: 2:30 p.m.

Event Begins: 3:30 p.m.

Location: Magoffin Auditorium, UTEP Campus
For more information: chsgraduation@utep.edu

WHEN YOU SWITCH

Bring your UTEP ID to 2625 N Mesa Ste E,

corner of Mesa and Cincinnati, (next to
A Subway) and receive a free protective case
[clolleVVIol, Fll and a free screen protector with your
activation.

| AT |

College of Liberal Arts

Awards & Hooding Ceremony

Thursday, May 11, 2017 at 7 p.m.

Location: Magoffin Auditorium, UTEP Campus
For more information: Yvonne Carranza Rolph
ycarranz@utep.edu

School of Nursing

Graduate Recognition Ceremony

Friday, May 12, 2017 at 1 p.m.

Location: El Paso Natural Gas Conference Center, UTEP Campus
For more information: 747-8172

School of Nursing

Undergraduate Pinning Ceremony
Wednesday, May 10, 2017 at 6 p.m.

Location: Magoffin Auditorium

For more information: Rosie Saucedo 747-8337

College of Science Ceremony

Tuesday, May 9, 2017

Check-in'Begins:5 p.m.

Event Begins: 6 p.m.

Location: Magoffin Auditorium

For more information: Kristine Garza 747-8027

CASS would like to congratulate

all the graduates of Spring 2017.

May you all be successful in all of
your future endeavors.
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“Concentrate on the things your disability doesn’t
prevent you doing well, and don’t regret the things it
interferes with. Don’t be disabled in spirit,
as well as physically.”

- Stephen Hawking




| A12]

PROSPECTOR

MAY 2, 2017

P A 14
Sl

GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR

(From left to right) Raudel Avila, Caitlin Harmon, Eden Klein, Lizette Gutierrez, Ryan Saenz, llana Gomez, Kimberly Gonzalez, Samuel Alvidrez, Mayra Rodarte and Andrea Norte.

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS AND RENE DELGADILLO

The Prospector

- Mayra Rodarte- theater

Rodarte was an officer in the liberal arts honors program and is among one of the first
liberal arts ambassadors that UTEP has had. She interned with Las Americas Immigrant
Advocacy Center, where she was able to help low-income immigrant receive legal aid.

“I'm leaving theater and I will be going into public administration to help the commu-
nity and El Paso, which is something I learned while being an undergrad,” Rodarte said.
“Through my internship and my professors, I realized it’s our job to make the world a
better place and I want to contribute the best I can.”

<@ Lizette Gutierrez - hiological sciences

Gutierrez was part of the Medical Professions Organization and the A-Prime Time organi-
zation at UTEP. She was also part of a church program where she helped high school students.

“I did a project with La Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey and essentially I was a mentor and
tutor to at-risk children, and our goal was to get those students to graduate from high
school,” Gutierrez said.

Gutierrez is still waiting for a response from a medical school, but despite the wait,
Gutierrez said she knows what she would like to do in the future.

“My plan in the future is to become a traveling physician, I want to help people in de-
veloping countries,” Gutierrez said.

Q[Eden Klein — economics

Although her time at UTEP was significantly shorter than most, Klein made the most
out of her UTEP experience. Now at only 19 years old, Klein entered college with over 60
credits from her early college high school. She was a part of various organizations such
as the Law School Preparatory Institute, where she actively pursued her dream of getting
into law school.

In the fall Klein will attend the University of Texas at Austin’s law school and plans to
one day be a public defender.

“I'm very excited to receive this award,” Klein said. “I've only been at UTEP for two
years, and UTEP offered a lot of opportunities for me and I'm very grateful for it. ’'m only
19 and I believe that all the experiences here have helped me a lot.”

- Caitlin Harmon — hiological sciences

Harmon did almost everything a pre-med student could do during her four-year tenure at
UTEP. She was selected to participate in the A Prime Time program, which prepares medical
school hopefuls, and she participated in lab research at UTEP. During the summer of 2016, Har-
mon interned at MD Anderson Cancer Center, where she shadowed doctors and spent the sum-
mer learning new cancer research.

She plans on studying for the MCAT during the next year and then hopes to attend a top medical school.

“I am humbly honored and blessed to be chosen as a Top 10 Senior. We are painted as the im-
age of UTEP’s finest students, where it's unequivocal that we continuously represent in its highest
honor. I couldn’t have done it without my friends and family;” Harmon said.

- Ryan Saenz- hiological sciences

Saenz was a member of UTEP’s Medical Professions Organization, where he participat-
ed in various projects and community service events. He also received two scholarships
from the Hospitals of Providence and a scholarship from the Hispanic Scholarship Fund.
Saenz was a part of the cross country team during his first semester, but he decided to quit
the sport to become a better doctoral applicant.

Saenz said that as he enrolled at UTEP, one of his goals was to make his parents proud.

“I wouldn’t be here without my family, we've gone through a lot in the last few years,
financially. This is a reflection of all the hard work we’ve done as a family,” Saenz said.

<@y Samuel Alvidrez - finance

Alvidrez was on the Dean’s List during most of his time at UTEP, and was named to
Who’s Who, Men and Women of Mines as well as two internships in Texas and New
York. Although he had a successful academic career, Alvidrez plans to pursue his lifelong
dream of becoming a professional soccer player after he graduates. If that doesn’t work
out, however, he plans to become a business analyst for a major company.

“It means a lot to receive this award; it’s one of the greatest honors UTEP offers,” Alvi-
drez said. “My advice for someone would be to find a true passion and work towards it
every day”

Q[Andrea Norte — English & American literature

Throughout her years as a Miner, Norte had a goal of becoming more involved through extra cur-
ricular activities while maintaining a strong GPA. She actively participated in organizations such as
Alpha Sigma Alpha, Chicano Law Study, Liberal Arts Honors Program and was a SGA collegiate
senator for Liberal Arts.

“This feels surreal,” Norte said. “I actually attended (the Top 10 Seniors banquet) as a sophomore
in Miner Ambassadors. I remembered all the speeches and I wanted to work towards being one of
them someday.”

Norte said she first chose to go to college in Dallas before attending UTEP.

“When I first came to UTEP, I didn’t want to come. I left to Dallas for school and then I came back
and gave UTEP a shot. I started doing well in school, joined leadership clubs and organizations—it
went on from there,” Notre said. “I had a humbling experience that I was wrong about UTEP”

- Raudel Avila- mechanical engineering

Avila said that being a Top 10 Senior is not just about grades, he applied because he
dedicated a majority of his time to doing research at UTEP. Avila has published several
conference papers and is currently writing a journal article. Some of his work has been
presented in Japan and India.

“I'm very thankful with UTEP, this school gave me so many things,” Avila said. “I re-
ceived honorable mention by the National Science Foundation, I also got a Walter P.
Murphy Fellowship for Northwestern University for incoming doctoral students and a
national scholarship from the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.”

~®7llana Gomez — philosophy

Carrying with her a storied academic career of prospering in various fields, Gomez is
now at the end of her collegiate career and has high hopes for the future. She was actively
involved with SGA and participated in internships with the UT Archer Fellowship, state
Senator Jose Rodriguez and Congressman Beto O’Rourke.

Gomez plans to study for the LSAT through the next year and hopes to attend law
school in the fall of 2018. When asked about her school of preference, Gomez said she is
striving for Harvard Law.

“Words can’t explain how humbled I am to receive this award,” Gomez said. “I couldn’t
have done it without UTEP—all my professors, friends and family who supported me
through this”

~®; Kimberly Gonzalez — forensic biology

Gonzalez has been on UTEP’s Dean’s List throughout her time at UTEP, and she re-
ceived a national scholarship from the International Association for Identification, the
largest and oldest Forensics organization in the world. Besides being a member of a stu-
dent organization, Gonzalez took the initiative to become the treasurer of the National
Society of Collegiate Students chapter at UTEP, while being a peer leader in UTEP’s en-
tering student program. Just a few days before graduation, Gonzalez said she found her
future educational path.

“T just got word that I got accepted to my master’s program at UNC Health Science Cen-
ter and I will be attending UNC for the next two years,” Gonzalez said.
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GABY VELASQUEZ, CHRSTIAN VASQUEZ ,MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
1. 50 demonstrators locked arms across the Paso del Norte International Bridge in protest of President Trump’s proposed
border wall on Sunday, Feb 12. 2. Governor Gregg Abbott’s visit to EI Paso for the El Paso Republican Party’s Lincoln Day Din-
ner fundraiser drew approximately 150 protestors on Saturday, Feb. 18, outside the Blackstone Event Center. 3. Thousands
marched from Armijo Park to San Jacinto Plaza in downtown El Paso in the Women'’s March on the Border. 4. On March 11, UTEP
students, staff faculty and the EI Paso Community came together at Centennial Plaza in honor of Sirinivas Kuchibhotla, who
was shot and killed as a result of hate crime. UTEP students and faculty quietly walked from the Mike Loya Academic Services
Building holding signs against hate crimes. 5. On April 27, as part of Earth Day week, demonstrators marched the streets of
downtown EI Paso in a science march for climate change awareness.
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BY EDDIE VELAZQUEZ

The Prospector

Traditionally, universities have set
a standard for a four-year gradua-
tion time frame. However, the price
of college, parental pressure and a
cutthroat job market are some of the
factors that may influence a student’s
graduation plan.

According to UTEP’s Center for In-
stitutional Evaluation, Research and
Planning (CIERP) in their Common
Data Set for the 2014-2015 school year,
only 251 (12.18 percent) students out
of a cohort of 2,060 finished their re-
spective degree programs within the
four-year range—that statistic was taken
from a fall 2008 sample set.

Jose Perez, sophomore civil engineer-
ing major, said the average graduation
expectancy for a student in his major is
five years. However, external pressure
from his family is what pushed him to
pursue an earlier graduation date.

“Being the first from my family to
go to a university, it's a very big deal to
them (parents), and being a big broth-
er, I am also supposed to set a perfect
academic example;” Perez said. “They
constantly ask if T am going to graduate
in four years and why not, yet they also
expect me to work full time”

TAKE
CAR

OF YOU
WATER

m;;g-a

Do not dump waste,
chemicals, paint,

i custodial waste, and
i general rubbish
i items (tires, old car parts,

shopping carts, etc.) into
storm drains, channels,

or ditches.

No tirar basura, aparatos
electrodomésticos, muebles,
llantas, y chatarra a
canales y acequias del
systema de drenaje pluvial.

ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH & SAFETY
OFFICE

HERTZOG BUILDING
ROOM 170
(915) 7477124
EH&S@UTEP.EDU

: Keep material out of the

i stormwater conveyance

i system (curbs, gutters,

i sidewalks, streets, drains,
‘ culverts, and arroyos).

Dispose of grass, leaves,
yard waste, and construction
debris properly

No tapar el flujo pluvial a

canales, alcantarillas y arroyos

con basura. Disponga
correctamente de basura

vegetal (césped, ramas, y hojas)
asi como basura de construcién.

X -a
: Report illegal d?’r?\ping in
: storm drains, culverts, or
: arroyos to UTEP EH&S.
: Reporte el veritdo illegal de
i residuosen los drenajes o
arroyos al departamento
EH&S en UTEP

4

i Leave natural vegetation
i in place where possible
: to prevent erosion.

i Si es possible, deje
crecer a vegetacion en
forma natural para evitar

la erosion.

: Properly dispose of

i hazardous wastes,

i pesticides, and fertilizers.

¢ Call UTEP EHA&S to

- schedule waste pickups.
Deseche correctamente los : Storm drains are easily
residuos peligrosos,
pesticdas, y fertilizantes.
Llama al departamento
EH&S en UTEP y agendar
fecha para recoger

los desperdicios.

i Recycle oil, antifreeze,

i and other vehicle fluids,

i or dispose of them

: properly to prevent the

* pollution of stormwater,
groundwater and the
Rio Grande.
Recicle aceite,
anti-congelate y lubricantes
o disponga propiamente
de ellos para prevenir
contaminacién de sistema
de drenaje pluvial, mantos
acuiferos y el Rio Bravo.

i identified with “NO DUMPING”
i decals at stormwater inlets.
i Alcantarifado fe aguas
i pluviales es identeficado
con anuncions de
“NO REVERTIR DESECHOS AQUI”

FILE PHOTO / THE PROSPECTOR

Another pressing factor for Perez has
been advisors and faculty members.

“The university also focuses on get-
ting the students out of here as fast as
possible,” Perez said. “I constantly get
asked by my advisor or professors why
I am not graduating in four years”

For junior biological sciences major,
Evelyn Chavez, the increasing tuition
rates are a concerning factor that influ-
ences the time it takes to graduate.

“I feel as though if I don't graduate
on time, I am going to start slacking
off and start losing more interest and
money, Chavez said.

According to CNN Money, the Col-
lege Board reported that it takes an av-
erage of 12 years to recoup the cost of
getting a bachelor’s degree.

Additionally, student readiness is im-
portant in the job market to match the
cost of university.

“I do not feel like I will be prepared at
the end of my degree;” Chavez said. “I
feel like the teachers pass more students
than the ones that are actually ready”

According to a study by CIERP, stu-
dents from the graduating class of fall
2015 were surveyed-39 percent out
of 3,181 students responded-and 60
percent had their sights set on enter-
ing the workforce within a year of hav-
ing graduated, followed by 25 percent
who would want to pursue a post-
graduate education.

PolicyMic reported on a recent
analysis that looked at 1,248 four-year
colleges and universities—including Ivy
league institutions—across the country.
The study showed 28 percent of those
four-year schools offered a negative
return on investment (ROI), putting
more pressure on students during the
college application process.

The CIERP study also shows that
from an entering cohort of 2,060 fresh-
men students in 2008, only 251 or
12.5 percent had graduated in
four years. Of that cohort, 788 or
38 percent had graduated within
six years.

“I wanted to graduate in four
years, but realistically I knew it
was going to be around five and
a half” Perez said.

o Follow Eddie Velazquez on Twitter @ezvelazquez
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' SGA host El Paso mayor
candidates on campus
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This Saturday, May 6, the City’s regular election will be held. Office for mayor and City Council representative spots for
districts 2, 3, 4 and 7 will be open. On Monday, May 1, five of the mayoral candidates spoke at a town hall hosted by SGA at
the Tomas Rivera Conference Center in Union East. Elisa Morales, Jaime Perez, Jorge Artalejo, Charlie Stapler and Dee Margo
answered questions from students. The candidates answered questions from students in the audience such as how they’ll
protect tax payer money, what they think of solar panels and how they plan on getting youth involved. Dee Margo won the

GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR  student poll where they anonymously picked who they would vote for at the end of the night.

YOU HAVE NEW JOB MATCHES

\ ELEVATE YOUR EXPERIENCE

THE UNIVERSITY of TEXAS SYSTEM Redefine your job and internship search at
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WORST JOBS

Taxi Driver-Salary: $23,510 expected job growth: 13 percent

10.

. Retail salesperson-Salary: $22,040 expected job growth: 7 percent

(L =)

. Firefighter-Salary: $46,870 expected job growth: 5 percent
. Advertising salesperson-Salary: $48,490 expected job growth: -3 percent

. DJ-Salary: $30,080 expected job growth: -11 percent

. Enlisted military personnel-Salary: $27,936 expected job growth: N/A
. Logger-Salary: $36,210 expected job growth: -4 percent

. Broadcaster-Salary: $37,720 expected job growth: -13 percent

- N W A~ 1T O~ O

. Newspaper reporter-Salary: $36,360 expected job growth: -9 percent

The best and worst top 10 jobs of 2017

A recent report by CareerCast, a database for job industries, found the worst and best jobs of 2017. The study looked at 200 jobs and broke down key metrics of growth outlook, in-
come, environmental conditions and stress. The study also says the worst jobs are still great for those who can work under stressful and dangerous environments.

= Speech pathologist-Salary: $73,410 expected job growth: 21 percent

= Occupational therapist-Salary: $80,150 expected job growth: 27 percent
= Software engineer-Salary: $100,690 expected job growth: 17 percent

=« Mathematician-Salary: $111,100 expected job growth: 21 percent

= University professor-Salary: $72,470 expected job growth: 13 percent

9
8
1
b
. Pest control worker-Salary: $32,160 expected job growth: -1 percent 5
4. Information security analyst-Salary: $90,120 expected job growth: 18 percent
3- Operations research analyst-Salary: $78,630 expected job growth: 30 percent
2- Medical services manager-Salary: $94,500 expected job growth: 17 percent
1

= Statistician-Salary: $80,110 expected job growth: 34 percent

BEST JOBS

Data scientist-Salary: $111,267 expected job growth: 16 percent
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viously resigned from the coun-
ty sheriff’s office after facing a ter-
mination notice that labeled him
unfit for the job, citing “notice
cited “unprofessional conduct,
dishonesty, violation of or refusal
to obey reasonable regulations, in-
subordination, violation of rules,
incompetence and failure to fol-
low proper procedures of arrest...”
Heyman writes, “Yet in admitting
him as an agent, the Border Patrol
either failed to obtain this infor-
mation or was aware, but ignored
it anyway.”

Failure to conduct basic back-
ground checks has also allowed
criminal organizations to infiltrate
CBP. In a Texas Observer exposé,
they revealed that this was largely
due to the post-9/11 creation of the
Department of Homeland Security,
which merged 22 agencies, includ-
ing border patrol, and left roughly
200 internal affairs investigators
responsible for over 220,000 em-
ployees. Agents, who were sus-
pected of being paid by cartels,
went uninvestigated, and the DHS
Office of Inspector General, which
was tasked with rooting out cor-
ruption of the largest law enforce-
ment agency in the country, be-
came a “black hole of bureaucracy”

Heyman cites the Homeland Se-
curity Advisory Council, which
reports that, “the true levels of
corruption within CBP are not
known, nor is there an evalua-
tion based on sophisticated risk
analysis. This means that pockets
of corruption could fester within
CBP, potentially for years”

The call for 15,000 agents also
comes at a time when there has
been a drastic decrease in ap-
prehensions of unauthorized im-
migrants, and over half of those
crossing are from Central Amer-
ica, who are fleeing prosecution
and violence and actively seeking
out CBP to plead for asylum.

Heyman instead advocates for re-
vamping the overloaded immigra-
tion court systems, which have an
average wait time of nearly two years.

To read the full report by
Heyman, visit americanimmi-
grationcouncil.org/research/
why-caution-needed-hiring-addi-
tional-border-patrol-agents-and-
ice-officers.

w Follow Christian Vasquez on Twitter @chrismvasq
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A Iook back at thls semesters local acts

GABY VELASQUEZ, EDDIE VELAZQUEZ, ANDREW RIOS, MICHALEA ROMAN, ADRIAN BROADDUS / THE PROSPECTOR
1. Nico & the Silent Films performed for the Sun City Craft Beer Fest Pre-Party. 2. Khalid at Americas High School as part of Spotify Sessions. 3. Ribo Flavin performed at the Lowbrow Palace. 4. Stan Z opening his album release party March 4
at the Lowbrow Palace. 5. The Fifth Estate performed at his first headlining show at the Lowbrow on Friday, April 14.
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A guide to Fre@ Comic Boo

BY LESLIE SARINANA

The Prospector Canutillo 4
Free Comic Book Day (FCBD) is celebrated every first Sat-

urday of May. It was first created in 2002 by the North Ameri-

can comic book industry in an effort to help get more readers Sunland

into independent comic book stores. The date was set after Jim
Valentino, an Image Comics publisher, suggested having the
first FCBD the same weekend as the opening of the Spider-

Man film in order to take advantage of the promotion sur-
rounding the film.
The first FCBD was celebrated May 4, 2002. Since its begin-
ning, almost every FCBD has lined up with the release of a film Downtown

based on a comic book. This year, FCBD aligns with the release
of “Guardian’s of the Galaxy Vol. 2” on May 5. Thousands of
comic book stores across the country participate in the event.

Here are some of the ones celebrating FCBD in El Paso.
Asylum 0id Major
Comics

Comics
0ld Major Comics will be having

Asylum will be having a guest artist .
Jorge Baeza, and have exclusive items raffles and prizes as well as free com-
g ’ ics on FCBD. They will be open from

22;5;?\/]:2: :toarlthif:]tsd% ;”g:‘ealzcate 4 10am.to7 p.m. that day at 10780
pns. They Pebble Hills Blvd.

on 5360 N Mesa St., Ste. L12, and will
be open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Rebels
Comics

Every year, Rebels Comics has cel-
ebrated FCBD. They have a selection
of free comics and even have raffles
and host games. Last year they raffled
the first Deadpool comic book. Rebels
is located at 12400 Montwood Dr. and
open on FCBD from 12 p.m.to 7 p.m.

Allstar Comics
& Games

Sunrise Games
& Comics

k Day in El Paso

Fort Bliss

East El Paso

b 1

Horizon City

Fabens

Sunrise Games & Comics will be open from
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on FCBD. Located at
8500 Dyer St., Sunrise typically hosts game
days on Saturdays, but FCBD will be the
exception, as they take the day to celebrate

Open FCBD from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Allstar has
been in business for over 30 years. They are
the largest comic book store in El Paso, with
more than 100,000 comics available. They are
located at 4406 Dyer St.

Located at 1491 N. Lee Trevino Dr., Black
Sheep Comics will be having free comic
books from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., or until
supplies last. They will also be having
local artists and food vendors for the

and give away free comics. celebration.
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Get to know loca

BY LESLIE SARINANA &
ADRIAN BROADDUS

The Prospector

Neon Desert Music Festival is
usually filled with local artists.
Get to know a bit about the lo-
cal talent playing the festival this
year. Here are only a few of the
many local acts who will be per-
forming at the festival.

Mijas

Genre: Surf punk

Surf punk rockers, Mijas, take inspira-
tion from The Ramones and The
Ventures. They have toured along the
west coast a few times and have even
performed at SXSW. Their last musical
release was in 2016. You'll have to

wait to see if they bring any new music

to Neon Desert.
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Genre: Indie rock
The four-man band ventures through
softer alternative rock and use strong
vocals to accommodate it.

Frythm

Genre: Future Beats

Genres do not define hip-hop influ-
enced producer Matthew Pena, or as
he’s known by his stage name, Frythm.
Rather, he draws inspiration from all
bits of genres and progresses through
his sounds. He has gained much fame
through his Soundcloud page and has
accumulated a good count of listens.

Is performing at NDMF

If We Were Turtles p

are Individuals

Genre: Hip-hop
Comprised of a group of hip-hop heavy
heads, Rare Individuals has truly grown
in the local music scene and pioneered
a new wave of hip-hop. They utilize live
instruments in their act and deliver a
unique alternative rap style.

Volta

Genre: Rock alternative
This Spanish rock band has only
been together for five years, but

they've already gotten to work
at Sonic Ranch. Their upcoming
album, which they hope to reach
larger Latin audiences with,
was recorded in Mexico City.

Our Friend the Mountain
Genre: Indie-folk
This six-member band have already
garnered attention around town, hav-
ing played at Street Fest, Chalk the
Block, Robinson Block Party, Plaza Film
Festival and Cool Canyon Nights. They
have been working on new music set to
be released in late 2017.

Trost House
Genre: Garage Rock
Popular among the El Paso bar scene,
Trost House has been playing variations
of garage rock since 2013. They have
most recently been part of the 306 Live

Sessions.

’ B s -
The Other Half
Genre: Indie rock

The Other Half combines alternative

rock with an indie flavor, and never
shy away from a thrashing sound. They

are inspired by bands like The Arctic
Monkeys and Kings of Leon, whom they
showcase time and time again.

Genre: Cumbia
Founded by accordionist, Kiko Rodri-
guez, Frontera Bugalu is a group that
sounds like no other. Their sounds mix
folk and cumbias. The group of nine
just released their second album “Alma
de Jaguar” (soul of a jaguar) last year.

o Leslie Sarinana may he reached at
theprospectordaily.ent@gmail.com.
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At the Drive-In to perform in El Paso after album release

At the Drive-In will be at the El Paso County Coliseum on May 6.

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS

The Prospector

Before the days of pop sensation
Khalid stealing the hearts of the
local music audience, there was
At the Drive-In, a ‘90s punk-rock
band comprised of El Paso-bred
Omar Rodriguez-Lopez (guitar),
Cedric Bixler (vocals), Jim Ward
(guitar), Paul Hinojos (bass) and
Tony Hajjar (drums).

Now, almost 20 years since their
formation, At The Drive-In will
return to El Paso at the County
Coliseum on Saturday, May 6, in
anticipation of their upcoming al-
bum “ineter aeliea.” It’s the band’s
first album in 17 years, preceding
their 2000s project, “Relationship
of Command.”

The band’s alternative rock twist
is unique because it mixes upbeat
sounds with heartfelt lyrics. That

same style has stayed with the
band to this date as heard on their
newest singles, “Incurably Inno-
cent” and “Hostage Stamps.”
Their first single leading up to
their new album, “Incurably Inno-
cent,” immediately thrashes hard
with exceptional vocals by Bixler.
He said in a press release that the
song was about “sexual abuse and
being able to finally speak out.”
The same upbeat energy trans-
lated over to their second single,
“Hostage Stamps.” What starts as
a slow track quickly develops into
another true rock anthem for the
band. This song does not entirely
focus on vocals, but it shows the
instrumental talents of the band as
the track is drum and guitar heavy.
Traveling back in time to the
‘90s, the band moved beyond lo-
cal popularity with their debut

record, “Hell Paso.” They signed
with Flipside Records and released
their first full-length project, “Ac-
robatic Tenement,” which received
massive critical response. Then,
they had back-to-back-to-back
hit projects with “El Gran Orgo”
in 1997, “In/Casino/Out” in 1998,
and “Relationship of Command”
in 2000.

The band made the decision to
take a break in 2001, when Bix-
ler and Rodriguez-Lopez decided
to branch off and form The Mars
Volta, and Ward, Hajjar and Hi-
nojos formed Sparta. Both bands
flourished in their parallel careers
as they each toured the world, re-
leased various projects and grew
their audience.

Over a decade after the band’s
split, Mars Volta announced they
would disband in 2013. Then in

2016, At the Drive-In began their
reformation and decided to record
new music. However, the band
would have to do it without Ward
as he decided not to continue with
the band in March of last year.

Although they are one man
short, the band has already hyped
about their upcoming album.
Their album’s name “ineter asliea”
is Latin for “among other things,”
which could hint at the band di-
verging into new sounds and ex-
perimenting a bit.

To further add significance to
the album’s release, the band plans
to drop “ineter aeliea” on May 5,
the day before their show at the
coliseum. This will make their live
show on Saturday that much more
special for the homegrown band.

Tickets are still available online
on ticketmaster.com and all local

By
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Ticketmaster locations. Doors for the
concert are slated to open at 7 p.m.

w Follow Adrian Broaddus on Twitter @adrian_broaddus

WHAT: AT THE DRIVE-IN
INeTER ALI-A TOUR

WHEN: DOORS OPEN AT 7 P.M.

WHERE: EL PASO COUNTY
COLISEUM

TICKETS: $25 GENERAL
ADMISSION

RS
Gorillaz and guests take on American politics in ‘Humanz’

BY EDDIE VELAZQUEZ

The Prospector

The newest album from Damon
Albarn and Jamie Hewlett’s Go-
rillaz, “Humanz,” features a rich
roster of stellar guest appearances
and an interesting doomsday take
on the current political climate
in America. However, a feeling of
self-containment for every track,
and a musical approach that leaves
the listener questioning the band’s

SPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR

identity, make “Humanz” a prom-
ising project that never quite lives
up to its lofty expectations.

Over the years, Gorillaz have es-
tablished themselves as one of the
biggest proponents of the virtual
band genre thanks to their inno-
vative mix of developing the band
members as characters through
the music and a healthy dose of
all-star guest appearances. While
the sound may lend itself to feeling

formulaic, having the guests bring
in their own style to the album has
kept Gorillaz varied in its sound.

A drawback to that approach is
reflected in “Humanz,” where the
featured artists seem to overtake
the production aspects of the record
and impose their own style, drown-
ing out Gorillaz’ own musical style.
For the majority of it, the album
feels like a compilation of other art-
ists work that leaves Albarn and
company with very little to do. This
makes the 26 tracks included feel
tired, incohesive and repetitive.

However, the most intimate
and emotionally powerful song
“Busted and Blue” proves some-
thing that previous albums had
hinted at. Gorillaz seem to reach
new heights when they are forced
to work alone. In the band’s pre-
vious full-length effort, “Plastic
Beach,” tracks like “Broken,” “On
Melancholy Hill” and “Rhinestone
Eyes” are safe, but solid tracks
that should be emblematic of the
band’s catalog.

Production-wise, “Humanz”
seems to follow a simple formula:
add a few trip-hop beats to mix
with dismal-sounding synthesizer
samples and Albarn’s soft vocals.
Songs like “Sex Murder Party” and
“Ticker Tape” are examples of this
formula firing on all cylinders.

“Sex Murder Party” features a
catchy beat that blends well with
the spacey synthesizer and Albarn’s
characteristic vocals.“Ticker Tape”
showcases a more synth-wave ap-
proach to the background melody,
while also discussing the topic of
human innovations in science and
technology going at an unprece-
dented pace and whether or not we
should stop and think about these
discoveries with more caution.

Yet, the funkier “Andromeda”
and “She’s My Collar” might be the
stars of the album.

Originally one of the two singles
revealed to British radio station
BBC 1 this past March, “Androm-
eda” mixes a syncopated soul bass
line, nightclub beat and jaunty
synthesizer work, making it one of
the band’s new hits.

“She’s My Collar” shows a funkier
side to Gorillaz with the help of Co-
lombian singer Kali Uchis incorpo-
rating a more experimental melody
and lyrics regarding the secrecy
found in interpersonal relationships.

Lyrically, “Humanz” focuses pri-
marily on President Trump’s sur-
prise election and the artists’ take
on it.

“I told everyone to imagine
youre in America after the inau-
guration and it’s the worst-case
scenario: how would you feel that
night? Let’s make a party record

about the world going fucking
nuts,” Albarn said in an interview
with Q Magazine.

In the song “The Apprentice,” Al-
barn wrote, “I am a mirror, I am a
broken screen, I am a mad routine
that’s just patterned out” in refer-
ence to Trump’s tendency to tweet
and the singer’s belief that Trump
being a reflection of society.

The album also addresses other
worldly issues directly and ef-
fectively. For example, in “Ascen-
sion,” rapper Vince Staples sings,
“This is the land of the free, where
you can get a glock and a gram
for the cheap, where you can live
your dreams long as you don’t look
like me,” alluding to the color of
his skin and the challenges black
people experience.

For a band that is always trying to
innovate, Gorillaz could have used
a more focused approach to the
music component of the project. Its
long track list poses the question,
would a more quality-over-quan-
tity approach be the new direction
the band should return to?

w Follow Eddie Velazquez on Twitter @ezvelazquez
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UTEP Symphony Orchestra will be performing ‘Sounds of the Cinema’ on May 4, at 7:30 p.m. at the Fox Fine Arts Recital Hall.

BY CLAUDIA FLORES

The Prospector

Since 2012, the UTEP Symphony
Orchestra has dedicated their last
concert of the season to classical
music featured in films and original
scores written for the movies. On
May 4, they will be performing the
“Sounds of Cinema” at UTEP’s Fox
Fine Arts Recital Hall at 7:30 p.m.

With the UTEP Symphony Orches-
tra, under the direction of Dr. Lowell
E. Graham, and a discussion about
music in movies given by event host
Charles Leinberger, the audience will
have the opportunity to enjoy a great
evening full of music.

“This is a great way to end the se-
mester on a high note (and I don't
mean it pitch wise) but with some-
thing really, really fun. This is one of
the greatest collaborations in concerts
that we do at the end of each academ-
ic year, Graham said. “This is about
sharing with the audience music that
they know, music that they’ve heard
and music that they want to know and

the involvement of how was the music
used in the film?”

According to Leinberger, the idea
behind this concert is to educate the
audience to be more engaged with
film and music rather than just be a
passive listener attending to simply
be entertained.

“In a movie there is always music,
and if you don’t notice it, the com-
poser did a good job,” Leinberger said.
“When you go to a movie you have to
pay attention to everything you hear
because in film half of it is visual and
half of it is what you hear”

This year, the UTEP orchestra will
be performing two original scores
from two recently acclaimed films.

“Starting at 7 p.m., I will be giv-
ing a pre-concert talk called ‘Music,
what music?’ to introduce the audi-
ence to some of the terminology used
throughout the evening when we talk
about film music,” Leinberger said.
“We always feature two original scores
written for a movie, and this year two
of them are Hans Zimmer’s music for
‘Pirates of the Caribbean, Dead Man’s
Chest; and John Williams® Academy

Award -nominated music for ‘Star
Wars-Episode 7: The Force Awakens.”

Graham said he uses music pieces
he believes in and is passionate about
in order to give the orchestra and au-
dience a great experience.

“I've been playing in this orches-
tra for 14 semesters, this is our sixth
year doing the movie music concert
and is a great way to end of the se-
mester;” said graduate cello student
Nathan Black. “This concert is a great
introduction for the people who aren’t
super comfortable attending classical
music concerts, but when they come
see the symphony orchestra, they can
have a great time no matter what”

With the “Sounds of Cinema” being
the last concert the UTEP Symphony
Orchestra will be offering, don’t forget
to attend this event and “May the 4th
be with you”

Tickets Prices are $5 for adults,
$3 for students or Military. Free for
UTEP faculty, students and staff.

w (loudia Flores can be reached at gigiberta43@gmail.com

INBRIEF

UTEP’s Theatre and Dance
Department is bringing “Me-
dea” to the Wise Family The-
atre as their last production
of the semester. “Medea” is an
ancient Greek play written by
Euripides.

The play follows a wife (Me-
dea), who has set out for re-
venge on her unfaithful hus-
band. Seen as a barbarian by
the locals and her husband,
Medea looks to exact brutal

vengeance.
The play is directed by Jay
Stratton, assistant profes-

sor of theater, and students
have been rehearsing for the
play since early March. The
show is full of technical stage
effects.

‘Medea’ plays at UTEP

‘ GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR

there’s violence, there’s blood-
shed,
fighting,” Stratton said. “It’s
good, good stuff. It’s one of
the greatest revenge stories of

scorned love ever written.”

4-6 at 7:30 p.m. and May 7 at
2:30 p.m. at the Wise Family
Theatre at the Fox Fine Arts
Center, located on the sec-
ond floor. Tickets are $14 for
adults, $12 for military, UTEP
faculty, staff and alumni and
$9 for UTEP students.

“It is exciting, it is scary,

there’s angry couples

“Medea” will be playing May

May the Fourth be with you=—=

BY LESLIE SARINANA

The Prospector

May the fourth is with us. For
those of you who don’t know what
that means, allow me to explain.
May 4 is the official/unofficial Star
Wars Day. Just a day to celebrate
one of the most successful ongoing
movie franchises in history. How
did this come to be? Well, it all
originated from a pun. The holi-
day started in 1979, after Marga-
ret Thatcher became Britain’s first
woman prime minister.

To celebrate her win, her party
took a half page of advertising space
in the London Evening News where
they wrote, “May the Fourth Be With
You, Maggie. Congratulations.” This
was the first grand public display of
the impact of Star Wars.

Not long after, fans all around
the world started connecting May
4 with the franchise. Star Wars is
easily one of the most recogniz-
able franchises in film history.

The first six live-action Star
Wars movies were all released
in May, so it’s fitting to have the
unofficial holiday in the same
month. It’s also the birth month of
Star Wars creator, George Lucas.

Even though the holiday didn’t
originate from George Lucas or
the creators of the films, the film
company, StarWars.com and all
official Star Wars’ social media
channels recognize the fan-creat-
ed holiday and has even spread the
word on fan events that happen on
that day.

UTEP junior international busi-
ness major, Gavin Reyes, cel-
ebrates every year by rewatching

AR
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his favorite films of the franchise
while wearing his favorite Star
Wars gear.

“The day is just a day of hap-
piness. Star Wars is an amazing
memory and part of my life. The
day just normally is nothing but
happy to me,” Reyes said.

Not everyone who likes Star
Wars celebrates or even celebrates
the same way. The franchise has
expanded so largely that there’s
more than just the films to com-
memorate. Sophomore mechani-
cal engineer major, Joel Viescas, is
not a fan of the movies, but does
enjoy playing the Star Wars video
“Battlefront”

“I don’t like the movies a lot, but
the video games are great. I do ac-

game,

knowledge it (May the Fourth) and
I think it’s pretty cool, but I don’t
really celebrate,” Viescas said.

The following day has recently
become a separate Star Wars holi-
day, created by fans. It is referred to
as “Revenge of the Fifth” A pun on
“Revenge of the Sith” This day is
celebrated by joining the dark side.

For those new to the holiday,
welcome, and may the force be
with you. Many businesses in El
Paso will be hosting Star Wars Day

celebrations on May 4.

wr Leslie Sarinana may be reached af theprospector.ent@
gmail.com

EVENTS OUT OF THIS GALAXY
FABLAB: CODING DROIDS

FabLab is hosting a Star Wars themed social. They will be

havi

g an introductory course on coding and computer

science. The objective is to learn to control two droids,
R2D2 and BB8, with coding phrases. The event starts at 6
p.m| at 601 N. Oregon St. Tickets are $10.

FA

ART EXTRAVAGANZA

BarMen Kitchen & Patio Bar is having a celebration in
honor of Star Wars Day. Starting at 6 p.m. they will have
a Star Wars trivia game, Estar Guars Loteria, fan art and
costume contest and they will be playing the films all
night. BarMen is located at 4130 N. Mesa St.

LET THE WOOKIE WIN

The|Alamo Drafthouse will be hosting Let the Wookie
winja Star Wars quiz. The quiz will be related to the Star
Wars episodes IV through VII and Rogue One. Registra-
tion|is required beforehand. Teams may not exceed six
players. Registration fee is $5 per player, and the event

starts at 8 p.m.

STAR WARS NIGHT

Boomtown is having their second annual Star Wars
night. They will be screening three of the movies, start-
ing with Episode V, “The Empire strikes Back” There will
also|be a cosplay contest with cash prizes. The event will
take place at 501 Texas Ave. at 8 p.m.




IB6 |

PROSPECTOR

MAY 2, 2017

The revival of Cincinnati Avenue

BY MIKE FLORES

The Prospector

Over the years, Cincinnati Avenue
seemed to be the place where restaurants
and bars went to die. A street that was
once the place to be for El Pasos nightlife
was quickly brought to a halt as other
places around the city grew in popularity
and business in the Cincy area shrank.

However, a bundle of new bars,
highlighted by College Dropout, Ditzy
Duck and Fools Gold, brought back the
buzz to the once-dying street and have
changed people’s plans for their nights.

These are the places to go celebrate
after graduation, with most bars offer-
ing different graduation drink specials
on top of their existing specials. Both
College Dropout and Ditzy Duck have
graduation specials on champagne for
UTEP students, and for graduation,
Spirit of 66 will be discounting shots at
their own call.

Cincinnati Avenue is back to its for-
mer glory, despite the recent failures of
the many other businesses that have not
survived the street, such as Palomino
Tavern, Liquor Dicks, Corner Tavern
and many other bars that have been a
victim of the “Cincy Curse”

On March 22, El Pasos nightlife re-
ceived a huge jump start from one of the
newest college bars in town—the Col-
lege Dropout, located on Cincinnati Av-
enue. College Dropout seems to be defy-
ing the odds against the so called curse.

Dickey Williams, the owner of College
Dropout and an El Paso native, owns
multiple bars aside from College Drop-
out. Williams runs Tipsy Tiger, Murrays’
and Ditzy Duck, which happens to be
right next to College Dropout.

Since 1999, Williams has been a mem-
ber of the UTEP fraternity Alpha Kappa
Lambda, and since then he realized El
Paso was missing out on the college
scene that many other schools possess—
a college-style atmosphere.

“When I was going to UTEP, my fra-
ternity didnt have a frat house and I

always felt that UTEP was missing that
type of environment, and the nature
Williams said. “T wanted to give College
Dropout that kind of frat house, school
feeling with all the wood and all, for all
the kids”

Having a place for students near their
school was something Williams strove
for. When the property opened up, he
did not hesitate to open up another bar
in the area, despite the history of other
places not surviving the location.

“To be honest, I don't think anyone is
hitting that real college atmosphere here
in El Paso, and that is what the Dropout
has compared to others,” Williams said.
“Catering to the right demographic is re-
ally important. In any kind of business,
you have to know your demographic
that you are going for”

College Dropout offers Trap Thurs-
days, an event that lures in many UTEP,
EPCC and NMSU students to get away
from their stressful week at school and
have a place to interact and have fun
with everyone who attends.

Right at the entrance, they are greeted
by a large bar where drinks can be or-
dered, with a lot of room compared to
the other bars in the area. There is a patio
for anyone feeling the urge to be outside,
with many chairs and seating available,
and another small bar there, as well.
Right near the restrooms, a basketball
arcade game is set up.

Williams™ other bar, Ditzy Duck, also
brings an atmosphere where college stu-
dents would want to spend their weekends.

The theme of the bar is stated in the
name itself—ditzy. In an all-blue col-
ored bar, with music blasting from the
entrance to the back, El Pasoans are
encouraged to let go and bring out their
inner silliness with open space to dance
the night away.

“The one thing I am not fond of about
Ditzy is the struggle of getting around
inside)” said Victor Vasquez, junior bio-
logical sciences major. A four-foot-wide
hallway that connects one side of Ditzy

Some of the bars on Cincinnati Avenue will be having graduation specials for UTEP students.

to the other just is not fun when the
place is flooded with people”

Ditzy is place for many future Insta-
gram photos, because there are many
memorable objects such as a looka-
like Han Solo carbon-freeze frame, a
mugshot height chart backdrop, a lot
of pictures of people who have their
noses replaced with a duck nose, and
a large duck mask to prove you were
at Ditzy Duck.

To the left of Ditzy Duck, there is a
secret doorway that looks like a fridge
that bouncers guard. Behind the closed
refrigerator doors, stands one of El Pasos
most popular bars—Fools Gold.

Since July of 2016, the Southwest des-
ert dive bar, Fool's Gold, has brought the
largest outdoor patio place for visitors
to enjoy their drinks with family and
friends, as people can savor the weather
and views of the El Paso skies.

NEED TO DRESS IN PROFESSIONAL ATTIRE

WHEN ATTENDING A

OR

“There is no patio like ours in El Paso,
nowhere from anywhere else on the
Westside to the Eastside. We are the
largest outdoor patio here,” said Octa-
vio Gomez, one of Fools Gold owners.
“It looks like a casual dive bar. We don't
have DJs, we just play what we want and
people like that. Everyone is kind of hid-
den inside the patio, and they can see the
stars and clouds anytime theyre there
with the people they want to be with. We
were meant to be outside”

Gomez, a UTEP alum, wanted to take
on the challenge of bringing back the
Cincy area instead of shying away from
the idea. He knew it was time for the
resurgence and Gomez opened what he
feels El Paso wants in a bar.

“My partners and I wanted to be a
part of the rise of Cincinnati again. We
wanted to bring the street back to what
it once was, and it was just perfect timing
with everything around us opening up,
as well,” Gomez said.

Mat Viramontes, junior pre-med stu-
dent at UTEP, said that it was great to be
outdoors with a drink in his hand and
good music.

“Its a unique scene and somewhere
I love to spend my weekend nights at,’
Viramontes said. “And have you tried
their tacos? Ifs a bargain at that price,
you could go there for just the tacos if
you wanted.”

Fool's Gold holds specials every day
such as their $1 tacos and their $2 special
on the Mexican beer Sol.

NINATITOVETS / THE PROSPECTOR

And just across the street is the dive
bar and pub, Kern Place Tavern. At Kern
Place, there is a different special every
day of the week with great bartenders.

On Mondays, its $1 Rolling Rock.
On Tuesdays, it's $2 wells all night
long. On Wednesdays, its Whiskey
Wednesdays with $2.50 shots. Thurs-
days are $1 Tecate’s all day, and $2 for
a You Call it Friday.

Spirit of 66 is another bar also mak-
ing a name for themselves. They are a
sports bar decked out in UTEP and El
Paso Chihuahuas decor and profes-
sional sports teams from every sport.
However, Spirits theme honors the
1966 Texas Western national basket-
ball championship.

With a wide selection of TV’s sur-
rounding the inside of the bar, every
game or sporting event may be caught at
Spirit. On top of the TVs, a sports ticker
keeps every fan updated on every score
around each league.

“Being a basketball fan, it was cool
seeing how it was set up with the UTEP
national championship decorations and
it really shows off El Paso, and there’s
not another bar like that here. At other
schools. T know they show off their uni-
versity, and now we have that, too,” said
Naomi Vela, a junior business manage-
ment major.

w Follow Mike Flores on Twitter @MikeyTheReal

THE REASON

GRADS HAVE THROWN CAPS IN THE AIR
SINCE 1965.

CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE

with a complimentary* Ruth’s Classics 3-course meal
(when you purchase 4 additional entrées)
For a more intimate celebration,
private dining is available.

RUTH'S

STEAK HOUSE

THIS IS HOW IT'S DONE.
El Paso ® 915.594.2805 ¢ 8889 Gateway Blvd West

*Restrictions apply. See RuthsChris.com for details.
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Aaron Jones: mama’s boy, father’s man, Green Bay Packer

A
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JASON GREEN/ THE PROSPECTOR

Aaron Jones (center) with agent Chris Cabott, father Alvin Jones Sr. and family and friends watches the draft on Friday evening.

BY JASON GREEN

The Prospector
Day Two Disappointment

The crowd had shown up on Friday
night at the Jones’ house in Northeast
El Paso, hopeful and exuberant.

The second and third round of the
draft would be televised and there
was plenty of expectation in the air
following a first round that saw sur-
prise after surprise, as well as several
running backs drafted.

Flanked by agent Chris Cabott,
Aaron sat on the family’s large sofa
in a spacious living room. The second
round began promptly at 6 p.m. and
the Packers were on the clock.

“We know the 49ers and Packers
have him in the day two range. We
want more running backs to get off
the board,” Cabott said.

Cabott and Jones clapped and high-
fived as several notable running backs
were drafted such as Tennessee’s Al-
vin Kamara to the Saints and Toledo’s
Kareem Hunt to the Chiefs.

But, slowly the clapping and ex-
citement began to die down. The
friends and family, who had joined
in with Aaron and Cabott’s clapping
because it seemed like the thing to
do, began to look around at each
other and wonder why nobody was
clapping anymore.

Aaron’s parents, busied themselves
with preparing food for everyone.
Vurgess made sure that the numer-
ous television reporters had plenty
to drink and eat. Alvin Sr. grilled hot
dogs, burgers and ribs.

“Somebody has to do it,” he would
say. Not yet willing to acknowledge
the fact that he was too nervous to sit
down and wait with his son.

Once there was nothing left to
cook, the entire collection of human-
ity gathered in a large circle to clutch
hands and ask a blessing for the food
—and of course, for Aaron. That bless-
ing was not asked that he get drafted
in a timely manner, but that he end
up with the right team for him.

Cabott constantly checked his com-
puter, marking off who was drafted
and keeping Aaron abreast of where
the agent believed that teams with a
need for running backs were leaning.

Once, the entire room readied itself
when Aaron’s phone rang. It turned

(44

out to be a team checking to make
sure that his number was still the
same. As much as the air was let out
of the room in that instance, it ap-
peared to be even more so for Aaron.

This was perhaps the first time
while watching the draft that he let his
poker face crack. His posture slipped
- slightly. Cabott, sensing his client’s
frustration, put his arm around Aar-
on and rubbed his shoulder.

That chip on
his shoulder
just became a
mountain.

2

- Alvin Jones Sr.,
on his son’s fall to the fifth
round of the NFL Draft

Then the Pittsburgh Steelers made
pick number 105 of the draft.

“With the 105th pick, in the 2017
NFL draft, the Pittsburgh Steelers
select James Conner, running back,
Pittsburgh,” said the ESPN announcer.

There was no more noise in the
room. With three more picks left on
day two of the draft, the last team
to appear to be in need of a running
back, had taken the hometown kid.

At the end of a long day, Jones Sr.
could only shake his head and say
quietly, “That chip on his shoulder,
just became a mountain.”

There is no doubt that Aaron Jones
is a mama’s boy.

Even while on the phone with
Green Bay Packer’s head coach Mike
McCarthy, moments after being
drafted in the fifth round of the 2017
NFL draft, Aaron held his mother
Vurgess under his massive right arm
as she sobbed on his chest.

Yes, there are two Jones twins. Yes,
they do have a mother and a father.

Yes, they were both alongside the for-
mer UTEP star running back as his
name was announced on the ESPN’s
NEFL draft telecast on Saturday after-
noon, April 29, to the roars of a house
full of friends and family.

But, make no mistake about it, at
that moment, Aaron was a mama’s boy.

The nights that a soldier/mother
spent in Mosul, Iraq, seemed a life-
time away at that second, as Vurgess’
little boy held her tight. Everything
that a mother watching her child play
little league football (even for his first
tackle football team, the Packers)
could hope for had happened with
that one phone call from Green Bay,
Wisconsin.

And what about him being in
Green Bay?

“It doesn’t matter where he lives,”
said Vurgess, when things finally set-
tled down Saturday afternoon. “I'm
going to be there”

The Moment?

As day three of the draft - day two
of the Jones” family draft party - be-
gan, there was just the twins, Aaron
and Alvin on the couch in front of
the TV.

Aaron’s agent was not there for day
three due to previous commitments.

For the fourth through seventh
rounds of the draft, all of the mem-
bers of the immediate Jones family
were decked out in black and gold
Nike t-shirts emblazoned with a sil-
houette of Aaron and the phrase
“Wake Up Call!”

The Jones twins wore matching hats
that read, “Dream Big”

More UTEP teammates trickled in,
all stopping by the couch to render
greetings to the man of the hour, who
hardly took his eyes off the TV. While
everyone enjoyed food and drink,
Aaron hardly touched anything.

Then it began to happen again.

Samaje Perine to the Redskins. Aar-
on whispered to his brother.

Tarik Cohen to the Bears. Nicole
Lindsay, Aaron’s girlfriend, walks by
and places a hand on his shoulder.

None of these are the 49ers or Pack-
ers. Everything is alright. Aaron still
knows that the 49ers and Packers like
him a lot.

Pick 121, Joe Williams out of Utah,
to the 49ers; Williams is a running
back very similar to Aaron. Like Fri-

day night, the house fell silent again.
For the first time during either day,
Jones got up to use the restroom.

“I saw teams that didn’t need a
back were up, so I got up to walk
around,” said a much happier Aaron
following his selection by Green
Bay. “But, there weren’t many places
to walk without a TV?

The seat that had been empty op-
posite Aaron’s twin brother Alvin
on the couch was now occupied by a
family friend for a while after Aaron
sat back down.

Shortly after the Packers select-
ed running back Jamaal Williams
near the end of the fourth round,
a friend and fellow Leah Steinberg
Sports client, Aaron was asked for a
photo. He smiled and complied, as
always, but several bystanders no-
ticed — despite having just clapped
for Williams - that Aaron was not
really in the mood anymore.

Following the photo, Aaron got
up and walked out the front door.
The 49ers and Packers had their
running backs. Lindsay followed
him, while Vurgess and Alvin Sr.
continued to pace.

“The longer it went, the more anxi-
ety; said Jones Sr., following the relief
of the draft ending for his son. “Ini-
tially I wasn't nervous, but I just start-
ed to see a lot of these running backs
being taken and I was like, ‘what
are these guys thinking?’ But, thats
kind of the story of his life. Being
overlooked and things like that. But,
(Aaron) always takes that personal,
putting that chip on his shoulder”

As if having three TV cameras
trained on you at all times was not
bad enough, Aaron’s phone rang sev-
eral times during in the fifth round.
When the phone would ring, cam-
eras would begin clicking, floodlights
would come on and all eyes would be
trained on his face for any sign of a
smile or frown.

Shortly after running back Jeremy

ke }

shook his head ever so slightly. No,
this wasn't it.

The call was from a Baltimore Ra-
vens' coach letting Aaron know that
he was hard at work fighting for him
in the team’s war room. The Ravens
had pick number 186, t