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i11s" grandfather came to tookKing for his mother after the

Ciwil  ldar, He Found Her In Wharion, Texas., He was a veteran of the

Wars and 1 believe He was an Indian scout  in this  ares, He
settied here and became |a brickmaker. Frances Hille” mother was named

Bianche Ethel Henderson. Her father s  Sherman  Grundy who iz still

Tiving., He is a farmer negr Las Cruces, MNew Mexico. Her mother divorced

her father and remarried 4 man by the name of Harold Keliey in the “40s.
Her mother was a teacher and taught at Dougiass School and in Fabens  and

atsc Codd Springs. Shgrman  Grundy waz a farmer., 1'm not sure if he
stiil j2 o not, but he acHually owned his Ffarm at  fhe fime. Her

grandfather owned the familly home st 1101 Park Street, Ther moved there

in 1702, Her mother gradus

Hitie was aieo & graduat Her mother came here in
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his iz the interview with [Frances Hil . We’re in her home with  her
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You went Yo sar "HIYY  The machine’'s going. Want fo sax
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THI'T Patrice, and jet’s Y2 name’

s
i@
s
R
-3

ee, what iz wour

H: Michetis.
Iy Michelle. Wes. &1 pight) Mre, Hille, when did vour family first come

to Bl Fasa®
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az-—1 would |limagine that my grandfather first came here in
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2 iz, e have definifle records of my mother being born hers in the

1avde and my grandmother mguing here in the 18%0s,




Fo Hills
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Where was wour mother bornd
H:  She wassz born in EY Faso.

sne hoarn af home

; |or was there a hospital here at the time where

H: She, I believe she was born at home, but there was & hospital where my

grandmother went when eshe had & problem, and I think i1 was Providence

ES

here in the 1380s,

1

It Mell, wour mother’s Ffather |cam

o]

H: Or possibly before because [he was in the &rmy from
and he wzs an Indian scout |in the Indian Wars so he probably  came here

thereatter or | at least he was in the southwest. Az far as

coming to B Paso speciticglly 1 just don't Know,

It And he met vour grandmother| when he was searching for his mother.

right, when he went |to Wharton, Texas szearching for his mother  he

met my grandmother and he Qrought her back out hers to the E1 Paso area,

it Where did ther first live?
Hi ¥ iiwed on Zanta Fe Sirdet initialiy., I don’t have any records of the
gpecitic o, bt 1| remember them talking about his living there.
vind of uprilsing during the time because 1 remember him
about Taving on too of *the house wiith guns to try fo protect his
It Zee, I bet that wasz Fancho Milla,

Hy Well, possibly, ro. That was later because in the old hovse on 1101 Fark

Fandghao Yitiaz’ shots $orm over in Mexico had
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H: I would imagine that they moved there in the eariy, early 1¥00s,
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And wour mams, was she born
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treet when she wag born?
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1y dand these were called row Houses or, ..

Hi . hauses,

i P describe for me what the row houses were Tike?
Hi  The row . &t 1 remember, there were tive of them, and there wers
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Hiijls
frid they come and go oOF Was
peopie back there?

. Tthew, tyst ke we
mean some of them stared a
itinsgrant,
and about how much did wou
“About two doilars 2 month.
Two  dollars a month,  What
Faso that »ou remember as 3
i remember piaring down on

v Hispanic, and
Churah. are zome of
Digd the Second Baptist Chur
fes, énd when I went to Sy

Plormally, when 1 went fo,..

with her TN

PR e
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to oplay with ot

ighborhood do owou t

I think that blascks wer
gasiern EY Faso, the centrg

arexs where blacks were not
of  the Rlacks would be in
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Tang

think
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permanent home for
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ces now for just oa,..we might move. ..l

time., There werg others that wer

113

the rent was?
cur sariiest memories of life hers in E}

and with my +riends, which were

to
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church, i Second Baptis

& 3 Sundav School?

chooi, of course, I was with the others,

id vou have
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=it some of her friends where I might have the
her plavmates or at church.

neighbortood, at least for »ou. ldas there &
hink here in El Pazo at zi17

¢ concentrated in Second Ward and the east or
P, 1 guess vou would say exst central E1 Pasoy

The anly reason, for instance, Same
Filace iz that if thew Tived in sepuants




Frobably both +rom a3 financial
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quarters ocut there in  tha
standpoint and economics,l not being able to purchase in that area and
aleg from the standpoint off their being not welcomed.
I: 5Sure. But it wasn't gquite |as restrictive as in some of the southern
H: Oh no. Howewver, there were verr definite Vimitations and they

reiy woarse

[T

a2 & 1 grew ocider, it seemeld. For instance, when I was very voung, there

Wwag & theater where vou gould go. You had to sit up on the third flcor
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ee movies, 3 movie house, You could oo to the Tewas Grand

Thester when my mother was |younger fco; of course, wou were restricted to

& Certan area but vou coulld go thers, @e 1 grew oider, mast of my movie
hoyse experiences were suchl that I went to the Alcazar or Colan with  my

Hisganic friends and any olher movie experiences were nonexisient

ity What was  the name of the| movie theater, other than the Texas, that vou
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i Ginern were
Hi wWas born in 1FES. ot my records say ‘24, 1 dont Enow why.
I: ¥oid owere 3 1ittle girfl then and in the late 17202 and early xSy
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It das that located whers Douglass is now?
H: It was located where Douglialss Schoct is  now, but it a different
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P Oh, 1 went to school with oy mother, She taught at Douglass Schood,  and

we had an oid 172% Ford, and we drove to school and 1 enjored school

much, I recall being very unhappy when I couldn’t go to school ar iF
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1+ What were the courses (ike fthat

T
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vo grew older?  What kind of

varietly did vou have? What|did they offer?

e Righ schooel 1 took & tot of math coursesz, 1
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curcicutum.  The only thing ie that it was paced more or lesz fo what |

have

i

call  the traditional courges or the basic type courses. You didn’

m

the twping, vou didn”t have any of the wvocational type courses soept
training, which the bovs had, or woodwork and like that. éand we

strictly mathematice,
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took homemaking, but other

Engiish, Tliterature, things that rou could get from a book, the wery

4

Bazic Kinds of things and rp applications. 1t was wvery limited as far as
ror teaching chenistry and physics and this Kind of thing.

e laboratory facilitiecs were extremely limited,

drd the teachers come) from?

bt

Hr dWetly, I was irring to |think of some of the schoois that some of my
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teachars from Howard University, We

had teachers that attendeg Prairie Yiew University, and of course there

In 4act, 1T remember Mp. Oliver. He was from Cuba and he attended
uskeges and he came here o teach in the high school and he was the ane
that encouraged the team dufing my davs in high school, the baskethall

team, to go  back to Tuskpoee and play in the competition. Most of the

I

Black schools piawed in [ii] because, of courze, we did not compete
against the white high schopis in his community.

fard

o
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it iWhat did vou do in vou

]
]

sporis programs to compete? Who did wou play
with?
Hr o Mostly black echools from ofher communities to the extent that we could
get  the money to go and cofpete, and of course we had to raise the money

too iry to find competitors,

it Dig wou nave s schoolbus?

“~




#: Mo, No maoney for the schoolibus.

I+ 5o when the team travelied,| they had fto travel in private carg’
H: Yes, And  usually  they | had to raise the monev from the... ' course the

d to raizse the money in

w
[x1]

total community coniributed usuaily, but ther h

aorder to be able to go.

1+ [Dig ther have uniforms?

H: Opne  time 1 reczll that they were able to raisze come monzy and get some
uniforms, 1 don’t recald owhatl happened aftter that. Ther might be able
to get some castoff uniforme from ET Paso High or Austin High, zometimes,

iy Did wou 311 have & band?

H: Yes, we had a band, Thatjwas the first time that we had a band, in the
1740e, and we performed in khe Sun Carnival. I remember plaring tihe
zaxophone, Ptowas a small but good group. Me, Jerome Collins was our
band director and subsequent to ihat there were others that were able to
participate as 3 band direcfor and o forth,

Iy Uhat bappened to mosi of the graduzies

H: Mosit of the graduates left fhiz community., There are a few--for inctance

was one of the targer onesi| there were =i
It ilaughs?
Hi And there were three that gladvated with me and among those one  of  them

teft but came back. I think Mrs. Barrow, Birdie Barrow, haz been here

and I don’f think she left put for a szhort pericd. e far

o
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for cojlege and then, of course, I went o Talladegs

w

Then af cource I left with my husband when I marrisd

Ord for a +few monthe, came back here and then 11 was

ubsequently we went to Forf Meade for a few months, But as far as heing
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v for & proleonged pericd

When did wou graduate from

174l

and  then when did vwou co
any more?
=4,

Do wou recall where zho

Fau

would vou do when wou

of time, 1 wasn’t, 17ve been here most of
high school?

nped and zfe and did for for entertainment?

wanted to go oot and do something cutside the

Porecall that we ate mostly) in Juarezr when we called curselwes going out
to eat. WMe also had a few piack restaursnts around, one or two on Second
Street, but we didn’t go thgre. The onty way that we would eat ocut would
be to go down there and one| of the male members of the household would go
down there and nurchasze the| food and bring it back, As far as recreation
i concerned, +for the mosf part it was limited to home activitiesz, And
it was act wery often Rkhat we found ocurseivesz participating i
recreational activities away from home.

I imagine the church was cufside the home...

fez, the church,

The other area where vou haf socials,

Ves, ves, ¥es, the church wgs definitely 3 very vital part of our Tives.

did vau go tooea

I remember going to the {1

I remember one time that we

iwhere very few.,.l mean 1 §

h 43

Gid rou find the atmospher

juzarez? Do recall the restaurants?

-

¥y
i Florida and a place called

went to the Hex Cafe but that
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thqt I went,

It AT right, we're going to coantinue with this and 1 wanted to find out, did

vou 211 have & radio?
Hi Yes, in fact, it's a Majestlic radic and my son has it still,
Iy How wonder+uyl. Uo rou remember when you oot (&7
H:y das +ar as 1 can remember, it zeems V1ikKe we had one.

I+ I remember when we got the feievision,

H: 1 remember that, i remLmber that., And what happened was that I came
back +rom Fort Meade and my| mother had a telewision., 1 had had one, of
courze, at Fort Meade bPt when she got it, when the stations started
nere, she was ready to recefive as soon as the station got going.

It 1 imagine, the wasn’t goipg to Tet anvbody get ahead of her, was zhe?
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do vou think most vour  friends had radics in the  Bilack
COMmUn i tv7

H: Well, I don't Know., 1 Know some of them did,

iy Do wvou  think the Mexi
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an peopie that were your friends, did they have a

ragdio?

Hr o Some of them didnt. The ohe next door did, but 1 don’t think...
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i+ Do orou remember more that ther did not, and it was maore of the bils
peoapie that 4id?
H:  Yeah, well, vou must rememper that my connections in the bilack communityr

were wWith people that we wept to  zes, Sg they were friends of m»

I: Angd they wouid have tended to be more educated?

H:i &t the church, through the|church. 0Of course a 1ot of the peopie in the
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church that probably didn't get a chance to go to their homes, some of

i

the, some of the pecple in Jthe church, the ones that my mother knew quite

well and everyihing, moglt of them did have it or I didn't realize th

g
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didn’t.
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Do oyou know what the friends of vour mother, what they dig?

H Well, & 1ot of them were majids and butlers, that Kind of thing., Some of

them were teachers, some of| them were, of courze, maiimen that worked for
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ke photographers here?
Hr I don’t recail anybody fike that, 1 don’t recall a photographer. I

and I don't recall any of those Kinds of
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construction, that Kind of Rhing, 1 recall chauffeurs,
It “Course we had feachers. WWekre there any irained nurses, do vou remember?

irzes that vou all used marbe tike as midwives or would come in  rour
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a3t sick peopie. I recall fhat when my grandfather was sick in the 1%30:

ay up ail nmight with him, and
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there were cerisin ones |of  them that had léarned a guite & bit abou!
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of the sick member. And I remember Mr. Travior. He could do almost

anrihing that the phrsiciahs could do, but of course under the direction

it name wWas Travior?
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i+ Did he do anvihing, you Know, [1ike al curanderc, I think is what jt7s
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ted, sort of like 2, not)a witch doctor really, but...
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11 Bui the Mexicans usze these kb

A Mo, he wasn’t anvibing like that., He was retired from the shops, the

raiiroad shope, and he just|enjored going around and heiping peapie  that

i Mere any of your mother's fpiends railroad people?
H: Yes, many of them were rRiircsd people. Many of them were people that

worved in the shops and there, up on what used to Fiedras and 1 gues

i

Hi .

Iy Do vou remember  any minihg or civil engineers or surveyors? Mow there
was Fiipper, he was here,

Hy o vee, except for Flipper, 1 remember my grandfather talking about  them
changing the route of the river, of the Eic Grande River, and he had a
triend and I guess it must have been Flipper, 2 biack 4riend, that they
dged fo go down in Mexico fo do work in that connection, and he wouid go
with him., 1 assume that he|was some sori of to 2 worder of
some Kind,

I: 1 want io get back in order here now. You'we taiked about vour friends
having left here and that there were three of vou, or three more than you
I guezz, that had staved frpm wour graduating class. Why do you think
oy 2taved here and so many| cthers have left?

H: Welil, 1 went to collegeland I came back here and I taught at Douglaszs
School a couple of wears anid when 1 Teft when I went to teach s a critic
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I decided to go to the Unjuersity of
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Mew Mexico and do some graduate work and to actually get some informaticn
in the field of business, Having majored in mathematics. And I came home

th

s

t zummer and worked wWith W30, I met Jethro Hille and 1 got married

and we went out to California for a few months. And thep he was going to

FAlaska, and of course the Army sare, "Moo wives, no pets, no so forth,” so

I came back here, and sincel my son was on his way by  that time--he was

ﬁT

porn here--and of course I staved with Mama because [ wanted a support
s¥stem that only Mama could offer and with my husband in &laska.

o 1 think that ifhen, phile 1 was here, ihe Federal Service opened

to bilacks and I went out itp Fort Bliss and made the arrangements to take
a civil service sxamination, “Course 1 couldn’t take oane. I had =&

=3
oy

degree in mathemaiics buft couldn’t take one in that, so I ended up

taling one for typing and applied for a clerd typist, There was 3z Tady
at Fort Bliss in  the Cfivilian Personnel O4fice by the name of Mrs.

Fieming and she looked at mp spplication bilank and she looked at the fact

rancés, would  wou Tike fo work in mathematics?" aAnd 1 said, "Vessz!

and she zsnt me for an infefview with a Colonel Sa

Plisgtic Computer, =az| they called them then, which was using a
roand doing certaif irigonometric type probiems and that kind of
thing, 1% was at what was talled the éArmy Field Forces Board Mumber 4.
50 1 went cuer there, and he at first didn't chogse me. 1 got home and 1

got  a  telephone  call  from him saring that he had chosen me to come g

work the day atter Labor Day of 1951. S50 1 did. The gproblem was
that,. . the woman in civilign personnel), Mrs, Fleming, was very zurprised

that he didn't choose me immediately., 1 found out later that what he did
wags consul with some of| the employees about a black gir) being on the
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she can do the work, it7s okay with me." =
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Having Joined the work force in that manner, I was able to come back
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and then 1 just wept up, up up. S0 as
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I have found my carper very rewarding and that’s the reason why I

didn’t deave. Actualiy to boil it all down, it was beceuse I had 3 good
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another thipg., 1 didn’t particulariy want 1to. 1 was

very comfortzble because |1t was  in 1937 when my First child went fo
gchooi and of course that was the wear that we were planning to move 1o

ARiDGUeTgueE . We didn't |move to &lbuguerque after our son could oo to
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Howston Zchool along with af 1 the other students,  That was

boy and he was in the first|cia ciass,y “course af
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schoois really is what came|first, made it possible for vou all fo star?
i That’s right, Because my hychand wasz determined that... In fact he was

Tiuing  in Albuguergue; he had a job up in Albuquerque az an accountant
tor the student union building af the University of Mew Mexico and he was
coking around up there, Topking for 3 home and everything because we

were definitely pianning |toc move, The only reason we didn't move was

oecausze of the fact that the chiidren were able to go to schoois  that
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up at we could par

. . s , i
nave a probiem with him try

the ¥ wouldn't a

How did »ou ald

We just didn’t, My hushand

my husband had moved, Th

mouve too AT

determined 1 was going t
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into Tivil Seruice.’ Aand
ended up going Ig school an
data processing.  He went t
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ted, and things in the community hegan to open

ot of things. OF course e

ing to get a way for our son to learn to swim,
bBecause he was black,
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17ve pever used this

aimming pool probiem?

zajd, "dell...® meantime, of course,
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she needed me,
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want to move right then, i
big change,” and so my husband was wery

to,..1 have nine

‘moJust going

will just come back and go

ne did., He got a job up at White Sands and he
H he bDecame what we call ADF intern, automatic
o school and of course he was on the ground

floor and so he went up prettr fast. And then when he changed back to
hie favorite, accounting, ih federal service and he was able, =0 we  just
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the children., I Knew how to cope with some of

e community but 1 wasn’t sure that [ wouid

in the Washington, D.C. area. Then, too, 1

b course that was no probiem either hecauce
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riated  then are Way or

e
(1}




anoifer with vour jobs.
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ithe emplovment cpportunities here in El Pasao, the #Army

must have been one place where blacke were able to...?
H: But not wuntil,,.l think Il was probably one of the first biacks to start

workKing ir,..other than the) faundry in Fort Blies.

i Uh huh. When vou were a Tifttle girl or a young tady, the aArmy emploved
Biacks in the Taundey?

H:  In the laundrv.

oy
aw

H: fves.]
I+ What other places would | you  have been able to get & job here in the

cammuni ty? What was open tp blacks? Weil, 1 bknow that as o
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of ithing), but...
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I went to college, pou Know how...D Know my children all tried to

et ltittle jobs to Kind of get some  exira money before they went to

college, The only thing could get was taking care of a 1ittle baor or

being this maid, o to speaf, in a private home.
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1+ Did any of the hlack busineksmen emnlovy  any  of

H: There weren’t that many, Gbout the best fhey could do was to emplioy
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Hi  Boae 1 don't know, Itz funpy that vou would ask that because I we alwayw
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have made & big

Do ovou think that most bla

[u}

Mo,
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byen today
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Hit ez, 1 do.

I+ And where did »ou, did youjhaue any problems with the seating?

[PAUSE]

It I was wondering, do you rewémber Jour first ride?

H: 1 dor’t remember my first rﬁde because that was a mode of iransportation
that we used quite a bit, particuiarlf going to town., Urowe’d walk down
Fark Street to Seventh Stre%t and catch the streetcar and go to  fown  to
make purchases or ito the markeiplace that ther uzed to have over there on
Quertand and just reallv... It was a wav that my grandmother used. My
mother, of course, we had the car with her when she weuld go awar, fo
schost or what have vou.

It Were there signs in the streeicar that told vou to =it 2t the baci?

Hi gs, i1 was, here was a Eign that Te+t mavbe two or three seats ai the
most in the exireme rear angd it had Biack, I mean colored, on one =ide
and white on  the other,| and of course the white was Ffacing rou 2z ¥ou
gntered the sireeicar. Youlbetter go to the portion back  there in  the

. Iam told that the scldiers at Fort Bliss and their resistance
to this Hind of thing--becapse you would have & black guy standing up  in
the back and plenty of sekts in the front--and their resistance fto this
Kind of thing was the thing) that Kind of got the situstion such that theyr
somewhat ignored the fact that possibly blacks were sitting in  areas
where they aren’t supposed fto sit,

1t There were earty bovcottg in octher communities 1ike Zan Antonio and
Houston,

Hi  Chy we had straightened it gut by then, here in E1 Faso. In EY Pasoc e
wiere just going inte the streetcar by then and sitting wherever we wanted
o,

ig
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I+ But there were early bovegits Tike in 1710, {714, 1920, 1'm not sure of
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al early boveotis which were a3 resl  surprisze

Because of the extent off the racism, It was a surprise that there was

that much organization in the black community. Do vou think there was

-

syer anrthing 1ikKe that herfg

H: 1 recall my grandfather saving that it wasn’t until later, much later

that they put up those sigrs. As I told vou earlier, the impression that
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just more or  leszs  open,

We were all friends and wel lived and workKed together until Yater. Then,
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I guess in the 1%720s, 1 donf't Know,., My gues: then, when

were more blacks in the compunity, there was this separation pushing. OF

course  there has  zlware peen a seéparation. I den’t mean to imply that

¢

blished the

1]
e
o

there wasn’t because, of course, the white people have e
plack church, thisz kind | of thing., Mo, but as far az cigns, it wasn't

anything we couid do. Therp was too few of uz and we didn't, did not

participate. We weren’t thfre that much o ther just left the zigns.
It travel by railh 9o by raiiroad car?
Ht Ghy ves, This is where thel would change to the Jim Crow car coming from

i

the west and then going wesh wou could get off  the train here and a
anywhere vou wanted io. Hpwever, it was very seldom that they did that,

Aotually, that car would jugt more or less go all the war.

i Aand the people wouid...going here west, they wouldn’'t remove themselves

Hi Mot gsually,
It What was the Jim Crow car H{ke?

H: Weil, it was probably the least comfortable car on the train, 11 wa

in

right next to the engine I think, as ! remember them talking about it an:

[ory




of course I had ridden on ift. I remember when 1 went to cod
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this was in 1%4i--that I} was on a Jim Crow car all the wavy down to New

Orleans, and then of cour

[1}]

g 1 got on the L & M and it was the same thing,
and when 1 got to Birmingham there were several of us studentz who were
going  fo Taiiadega uaz}ege and we changed there, and they put us on &
baggage car because there were too many of us for  the portion of the
tittie train  that took cafe of the blacks. and of course our president

raised all Kinds of scene apd thew had a big blowout about it. Ther
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he yearse foilowing that|, they usually had some Kind of bus to take
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gver from Birmingham or if pe did ride the train, ther wouid more or

22y, "Mow, ryou have this ppriicular trs
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?a??ategd ﬂ77;EJE.
I: How do owou zpell that college?
H: T-a-l-l-a-d-e-g-a.
T: How do rou zay it7
H: Tal-ta-de-ga.
Is Taliadegs College. Were there any services on the Jim Crow car?  Did a

porter come through fo vour| car and offer you anrthiscg to dreink? Did vou

H: You had restrooms  availaple. Out of ignorance--1 was told T shouldn’t

fave done it--but ocut of ighorance, I°d gone to the dining car when I wasz

[

going to school and sat dowh and ate. Nobody said anrthing to me  so

don’t ¥now  whether  therejuwere faciltities or not., 1 don’t Know whether

n

they were afraid o sz sompihing to me in thinking that I was not black
or  whether it was comething else. But I Know I did it. 1 would go dine

gvery time., 1°d go down there; I°d go in the dining car  and have my
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Dign’t  wou tell me when wel talked an the phone azbout going sometimes and

sitting in the theater hecaps

B

you were s light-skinned that you could

n

g0 actually and sit in a mopie theater with wour friends?
Hr Mo, no. T just zaid I went| to the &lcazar and the Colon.

It Ok, bwi oy never did go tol an all-white... Mavhe it waz Mrs. Bundy,

i+ Do you Know  the men that|workKed on the Fuliman =)

T

eper cars? Did they

fiave a union here, the Pullman car union for Puliman FPorters?

= H feg,
T: ez it active? Do wou recalll’?

=, I think it was very active., J. Fhillip FRandoiph was the naticnal

man  and, of course, Mr.| Lopez was one of the leade in Pulltman car

-
(11

Hi Mg waz a black man., He namp was R. W, Lopez. He just died a couple of

Ir But he was very influential|, Does he have anvy family here now?

Hi Moy, I don't know of any famfly that he has here,
It MWith his tast name being Lopez, was his mother black and his father a
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from somewhere) I think it might have... He might have been

w

Cuban or something Yike that, West Indian descendant, because he cCame
= H H

here from that part of the country, Fiorida ar...
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dhat organizations did the members of your family and your friends belong

d to Club which was & civic social
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ig Wheatly Club which was social at ftha

ciyb,  She aiso belonged to| Phyl
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time., It's primariiy cipic now., 9 course zhe belonged to the church

(1}

and the related auxiliaries| of the Second Baptist Church. She was alzo a

member of the Masonic family. 5She waszs in Eastern Star, a member of the
Golden Circle and all of thepse other things in the Masonic community., My
grandmother, Tikewise, wafg a Heroine of Jerico and an Eastern Star and

evervihing.

1: What iz a Hercine of Jericaf

Hi That’z an organization that|is a part of the Masonic family as well, and

thev do charitable work in fFhe community.

I+ Was this an organization thet ezxisted like in the “20s or in the “30s?

H: It ewxisted back in the 1900s. My grandfather was of course guite active

in the Mascnic groups, a11 pf them, and he was a pretty good Freemaszon.
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the Zhrinere, because there had been a suil against

v
o

st
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re being ahie to fupction in the state and  the members

continued to pay their dues|to fight that and of course it was eventuzaily

1: Where did they meet? lhers| did ther hold their meetings?

ey had meetings in a strficture th

w
&

toetill existe dawn on Yirginiz, 447

S, Wirginia,

Ty Dogs 11 23177 4unciion today as a lodge?

H: Yes, still functions as a lpdge., In fact, my grandfather made...he ‘took
areat pride in saving he made the brick that they built that with,

[Laughsl It7s a3 three-story thing., During the war the black US0 was

housed on the second ficor| for a while, Of course it had three jocztions

e
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F. Hilis
in El =y one on Ta Sireet, ane up there, and one on Mesa, That was
the Tast one,

I+ 1= thiz where you worked in| the URO07

Hi Yes, I was working with UBQ for 2 while.

[PALEBE]

iy This Masonic Lodge, is it the house also for  the Shriners, the black

I+ Ze they functioned as a ¢livic organization helping the members of their
community cut and 1 gueszs weprking for the community of E1 Paso as well?

H: {%ez.}]

it &nd then provide = social optlet, too, where wou al] could get together”

He i

I+ Did they have dancec?

Hr ez, The Shriners didi not the Mazanic groups, of coursze. Theyr had other
trpes of funciicns but not Hances per ze. The Masonic group did,

Tr Did wvou all go to ihe parkzsl  Zee bazeball games? Was there a bBlack
basehall team here?

i Aot that 1 Know of, po. 1 should say not that 1 Know of becauze 1
Was not o into sporte as muchy  as & wery  yOUNG  WOMman. There wzs =&

community center out neab where Dudley Field iz. They had fought verw
hard to get a black communifty cernter where peopie could go for that kind

o+ recreation and so 1 Peme%ber qoing there to different activities,

i

it Iz this where the swimming pocl was eventually buil

HEE L The swimming pool wag eventually built on Missouri Street and ifhat

was of course much Tater. [ was thinking hack in the dars when I

WED Y YOURY that thev did have thic community center cut thers.
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dangerous, 1 Knjow, but never went swimming?

Hr 1 never went swimming. I didn’t learn how to zwim until I went to

cotlege and the only r
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home and swim. (Lau
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H:  § didn't dncw wh
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t o bowling,| tenniz and all that was either, Becausze e

i

gidn’t have any Ffacilitips that were open to blacks for those Kinds of

it What sporting events were apailable? Boxing. Did you have black boxer

1113

#ou  perpaps not you but some people in the communitr,

wowid go s2e? MWere yvou allpwed to do that i+ vou wanted to?

Hi es, if vou =at in the specfal portion of wherever they had i%, in the

]

i there was a bazeball gafpe here, although it was white teams there was

a mlack section for vou to Bit if »you would go watch the games?
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remember, [f course I can’t go back too far.
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was going to ask wou| some things about the “4&0s. Oh, do you

by

ecall any Megro newspapers|when vou were & girl?

Fitfsburgh Courier, and how|did vou get it7

.
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Hr 1 don’t Know, but I Know that my mother had it and we would read it

the time. It must have beet sent here by mail te mavbe Dr, Donnell,

mayoe ng got it at his drygstore and soid it to us., Another thing that
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we started taking, or subs¢ribing that is, to some of these bhi
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pericdicals., Az far back
in the home,
But thers was nothing that

Yes, The Interpreter. tath

Interpreter, I remember tha
That was in the 40s though,
that fater, Th

Yes, Was

you about all the things ha
that primarity publishe
was it a regular news,,.

It wasn’t published on Sund
handed out on Bunday though
This was the ZSecond Baptist
[¥es.]

1 had found reference to z

the first part of 1700, but

it I wasn’t really sure,
churches,
Second Baptist did have a |

that eariy.

Well, who delivered vour ha
M babies?
Um hm.

Ohy, ther were all born in
Army hospitals and the thir
Tubbs,

He's a general

Is he white?

as I can remember there were black periadicais

vas local that »ou can remember?

en Marvin Reeves had a paper called The

t.

wasn’t 1t7?

g church had a newspaper where they would tell

ppening in the black communityr,

H on Sundaxy? 1t was like a church bulletin or

o
w
i

By but primarily it was more or

. That's when you would get it.
Church?
late 1800s and mavhe

Megro journal in the real

I can’i +ind anyone that Knowe anvihing about

and 1 had a feeling it was connected with the

curnal way back then., 1 don't Know if it was
niecs?

Army hospitals, Mo, two of them were born in
i one was delivered by Dr. Tubbs, William

ctitioner,
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He was our family doctor.
When you were a little girl
Mo,

lell, when I went to ¢

-

Who were the doctors that »

black doctore or that vou r

Dr. Mixon and Dr. Collins.

Was there a Dr. Gravely?

Gravel¥! Yes, I remember D

Was he a general practitions

I don"t know what he w

location where he was, some

the 400

[1 4

block, I mean 100 8

where he tived if I remembe

What about going to a black

i went to Dr. Mizon z

on

Tubbe givingl my coliege ph

]

ollege he gave me my college phrsical.
ou remember people talking about that were the

emember Knowing when vou were a young qQirl?

Iy

. Gravely., His wife was a music teacher,

pr- 7

RS, 1 Jjust remember the name and the general

here down there on Piedras, in something 1ike

ruth Fi

edras, or somewhere down that way s
- carrectly,
doctor. lWho were their patients?
pyeral occasions, 1 take that back abeout [Dr,

vsical, 1t was my working phrvsical that Or,

Tubbs did and of course Ly marriage phyeical he did., Dr. Mixon did my¥

coliege phrysical and we use

How about store owners, do

The Sherrod Market is the o

How do rou spell that?

S-h-g-r-r-o-d.

Sherrod Market, It s just

Yes, uh huh.

bas this down in Second War

ifi

Do wou remember any candy chap

i to go there, my mother and me until he died,
vou remember we talked about?
1y one 1 remember.
x grocery story and meat market?
] ?
£ ar cigar stares, jewelry stores, apparel
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Hille

ar furniture ctoree that we

Dornel17?

Donnell Drugstore,

And the karber shops.

“Yes., there were zeveral b

a

but there were several,
Where did vou go when vou w

My hair was taken care

beauticians that had chops gnd I was itrving to remember back to the

when 1 was a Tittle girl.
She had a shop connected to
remember where that
on Tormillo Street.
remember any filling
repair shops or automohiles
1 believe there were some
1 can’t remember the name o
there were many b
on an availability basis,

neople, people of other rac
some of the automobile

Eut

people brought the cars to

T
(1]

Were

ice

there any wood or

re owned by blacks?

Fber shops. 1 don’t recall the names of them,

srnted to have wour hair taken care of?

usually in the home. There were some
davs
1 remember Mre, McCor that used to de my hair.
her home,

as?

station ownere? Were there any men who cwned
ar...?

Pling stations. @& filling station owner, but
f the person that had the filling station, and
acks that did repairs for cars. Some of them
sthers in shops that were run by other colored

s,

-epairmen had their own businessec? The
bhem.
roviders, blacke?
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Hills

Mot that 1 ¥now of,

That's one of the cccupatio

They would haul ice and

restaurants cwned by blacks

Blacks?

I think <o, um hm. But I'm
How about hotels?

PMow, hatels, wes, Dan Da

there was a man named Murra

which of course a portiaon

the USO for use during the

family named Washington

their son--and thev had

that area. There was

owned by biacks but that's

That‘s quite a few, four.

more than say 1504,

town, they might have bee

guess you would call it a h

tocal  schooi, She was my

a two-story home that s

first husband was Cleve

Mr-. Clewveland was the one

to & place where ryou could

ing th

s that's mentioned frequently in cther towns.

wood and sell it. There were a couple of
. Were there anry bars that were owned by
not too familiar with that az a rvoungster.

riels cwned a hotel down on Oregon Strest, and
» that had Murrary Hotel over on Mesa Sireet,
bf his building I think is what they rented to

ast few vears with the US0. There was

bt had--incidentally, Leona Washington married

e Kind of hotel down on Oregon or somewhere in

- hotel over on Durango Stsreet  that was

211 I know af.

At least in a community that didn’t amount to

at, vou Know, after the soldiers came to

n oestablicshed after that. There was a nice, 1

e, Mre. Fhillipse was  the teacher at  the

fourth grade teacher. #And she had I think it

ne and her hucband had lived in, and of course

and. #And then she married Mr. Phillips, but

that awned this big home and she converted it

~ent rooms. that was on 5t. Vrain Street

MNaw ,

P
o
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and as I remember it, it mu

biock on 5t. Vrain. It

elce at this time.

Did theze hotels have eatin

The Blanche Phillips Hotel

think his might have ha

eating establishment., The

an eating place

the Washington Hotel did,

Let’'s see. lWere wvou involu

that had to do with the ant

I was not. 1 did not go

give you the names ogf sever
I remember the denti
Margaret was invoived

zome additional informa

Dr. Williams” wife still

Mo, Margaret Witliams ie de

They were both in the same

Did wvou hear anrthing ou

either trving to get this p

Weil, »es. WNery frankly, »e

there that were distenin

cut there that were working

£l Fasc to pass the ordinan
to go in the community an
as far as rebellion against

et have been about the =ix or seven hundred

might stiil be there, being used for something

g establishments in them?
didn“t. I don’t ¥now about Mr. Daniels. I
d, or at least very close to i1t there was an

qurrays didn't have eating but they were wery

. The Durango place didn“t, and I don’t think

pd at all in the “40s=, any of the meetings

i~discrimination ordinances passed here?

to any of the meetings that I recall but I can

Bl people that were wvery much invoived in

=t., Dre. Williams, and his wife

and Mrs, Johnny Calvert might be able to give
tion.
ajjve?

Fd but she was a good friend of Mise Calvert,
church, the Myrtle Avenue Church,

t at Fort Blies that let you kKnow the Army was
asced or supporting the passage of it7

=, I heard that there were come pecple out

g or that had the ears of the highest officers
with them in an effort to get the people in
re, The black soldiere would have more places
i there wouid be less problem in the community

certain Kinds of racial and

discrimination,
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af course the Hfact that

more, shall I sar Yiberal,

to have certain activities

a community and they couldnl

economic pressures from the
thing because it was comi
to have to put off-limits a

because of their rarce.

How did it aftfect vou and v
0f course I was very an

wanted to do and certainiy

be a goocd thing that it

than finding mreelf tied by

ogver, and so I +felt we
ordinance.

Was the black community
communit¥?

Yery much szo. Yery much za

So that they did kKnow

Spanish heritage working for

Well, I Jjust remember the g

had done guite a bit to hel

done much, but I'm sure

11

tage of Hi

th

o

rCen panics,

13}

B

Did vou notice an immediate

next day the doors were

that or were into

¥ou eased

there on the post they were trying to be much
in their attitudes and since the were not able
for the soldiers because they were so close to

t Jjust take over evervthing, because of

community, ther were in favor of this Kind of

ng to the point that they were just +lat going

v place that discriminated against

peaple

nur family? How did vou feel about it?

ious for ue to have the Tiberty to do what we

if I wanted to go comewhere to eat, it would

would be Tike mr choice as an American rather

the Kind of things thxt 1°d had no control

~vo good about the fact that they had passed an

gare  of  the participation by  the Jewish

that there were white people or even people of

this in the community?

=neral impression that the Jewish community

the black, I didn’t Know that Hispanics had

that with =& community that has such & high
e had to or else it wouldn't have passed.
change? I mean was it passed and then the

spened or was there a conflict that came after

it?
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e

Know, 1 realiy felt and

might be anrwhere, B

for somebody to sar, "Okay,
ahead and do that,” And bo

telt that

g

way about

wr
[l

that have happened in terms

various activities,

So the racial canflict

pther communities didn't ex

I don't think it was as str
here, it wss ynderground ju
Sure, deil, were there

ardinance?

I don’t know of any. 1 kKno

1 Know there were no

i
o
i

fess, "Let's make

i
1

sure,

commnunity.”

Tt

There was something eise I

shopping. lihen  vyou were

buy wour clothing?

inse or anrthing like that,

I felt this way about El Paso but of course

ut I alwars felf that EL Paso was just waiting

this law doesn’t apply anvymore. You can go

—d

om! Everwything Jjust opened up immediately.

bol and 1 felt that way about the other things

of our people, all people, to participate in
e unrest or the fear what we’ve seen mavbe in
2t here?
pnig, anywhere near as sirong here. I it was

=t 33 it ts now in most places,

any sit-ins or anvthing that accompanied this

4 that there were some protests but as

:
%1}

ar
It was just more or

Tet's make ocur community an all-American

wanted to ask you because I was thinking about

a roung lady here and vou wanted to go out io

Mo problem.

floo problem, You could try pn clothes?

Oh, 1 could try on cliothes gnd everything., I was realiy struck when I
went to Atlanta and I went intoc the store to buy some clothes at Rich's
and she told me that if I wanted it that I could take it but I couldn’t
trr it oh. They didnt|have anvy facilities for trving on clothes. 1
gars, "That savs Fitting rogm.” "We don’t have any facilities for vou io

i
—
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W
o

ave
B¥E,

t sarvs fitting rg

try it on. MNow rou canm tal

merchandise that blacks ¢t

had never experienced that

That's one real difference

readings and all that made

ciose, besides the black co
as a group, & place to go a
That'e right. &nd of
and you were respected
What about when you would d
have that

Las Cruces didn"t

I1t7e & state law.”

You were able to go to the

thewy,

fes, no they had a se
Ohy, wou could not atfend wi

T
i

ney

Ca

didn't, Thev were

ordinance, but way down the

ot th

o
g
by

+
1
wi

ee her gquite a bi

schoo
could go to the so-called w
school,

there was a black

Was there the separation,

The Jim Crow car began in E

=1

afl 1

‘e from Las Cruces but I

H

O . “ide don’t have any facilifies for wou to

e it home. O+f course, we don’t take back

akKe home." #And 1 was reaily shocked because |

in this community.

that 1 have noticed or have heard in

it different, Alsp, I think having Juarez so

nmun ity being small. Juarez allowed you

alt,

nd eat out so there waz a release for »ou.

vou could do all Kinds of things over there

the people.

rive to Las Cruces? What was it Tike there?

thing that everrbody 4Fell back on  here:
echool there, s that right?

barate school for blacks,

th the whitec?

Rt integrated “til, of course before the

Tine I had & very cloce friend whose Ffather

e black school and 1 remember 1 used to go up

b, 1t was the Davis family, and vou might ask

remember very distinctiy

. PMow, whether they, if ther wanted to, thew

hite school, 1 don’t Know, but 1 Know that

bhough, in New Mexico like there was in Texas?

Paso, right?

i
]




-

"

i

n

Like vyou say there was no =

That’s right,

But it was there.

1t was there, It was there

Let me ask rou, too, a 1itt

calied the Megro mavor or t

feah, I7ve heard that, tooa,

Why was he called that?

I guess because he had mor
I just don’t Know encugh ab
thing...that kind of thing
i rich.

What did he have that was h
obuious primary source, of
Obwiocusly wes, but I don't
think we

- = 1
TEE, i

me before about

Hispanic woman., Waz

Yes, &5 I mentioned

one family to vou, 1 can think of

tate law where you had to be zeparated,

. And of course Albugquerque was different,

le bit more about Dan Daniels. 1°we heard him

he Dlack mavor.

£ maoney than anvbody, any of the other blacks.

rut it ta kKnow i¥  there was the kKind of

in that area. But I alwaves heard that he was

i€... HWWas the hotel hic primary source, his

ncome?
(1o,

just about covered it. Oh, I Know. You were

mixed marriages where a black man married a

there fuch of that here?

two others, the

Witliams famiivw, the Turner|family, where ther had a lot of children, and
of course ] Know the childpen; some of them were my contemporaries. One
of the ladies, Estella is still here. She was a member
ot  the Turner Ffamily. She was my friend. She was in my class. She
didn’t graduate, but she wag in my class, and of course the Sessian
famiiy, There are several pf them still hers.

Well, I'm not real clear abput the legality of this.

£
I
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Hille

It was illegal in Texas zo

concerned.

Did they Tive in E1 Pasao?
Yes, they lived in El Pas
it., 1 think that that’'s an

anly thing they did about i
black school.

I went through the census o
an Hispanic woman and racia
But wou can tell, you know,
a Mexican, and it goes "bi

a1l of the offspring are B,

That's right., 1t used to b
that as black, »ou were bia
Yau

know, one thing, too,

Vargest percent of those th

thev were 1iterate.
Um hm.
And did you feel that mo

read so that ther were {rul
Most of the ones that 1

Baptist--it waz the largest
In fact, 1 think some of %
2 the pecpie could read.

but certainly were able to
that thin

wWas one

Well 5

they were illegitimate as far as the state was

3 but, vou Know, they didn’t do anything about

The

pther thing that was Kind of looked over,

t was insist that those children go to  the

¢ 1700 and I noticed where a black man married
11v ther are tisted as B and I think W, white.

Maria Lopez or something likKe that that she’s

pck®™ for the male, "white" +for the female, and

B, B, B, B, B, B, 211 licsted as black.

e if vyou had just one ancestor way back there

o N

I noticed in the census material was that the

Pt were acked about their literacy sazid that

et of the people wou associated with, »our mom

ke at church, I mean, did thery ¥now how o

y literate peoplie?
found myself [associating withl in the Second

black church at that time, way back there,

he other churches came from that one--and most
They read with varying degrees of expertise
ead, as I remember.

1 noticed that seemed to be gquite high and

[F4]
A
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iooking at some other stat

Dajtas’ rate of Jiteracy

high 80s and Yow %0s at var

I had that general impres

certainly that's the genera

iWhat were the major denomin

exl

aptist, Methodist, and 1 t

were all Methodist but the

what they call CME, AME and
predominant ones,

Did anr blzcks attend a
Episcopal?

. far

(]

& as I Know, nco.

well confined themse

as I remember. Howe

Catholic churches., 1 Know

t¥ good, pretty |

attended,

¥ou  Know, ¥ou had

Mot a
Cemetery
»ou il find probably all of

them buried in the blarck

piot there and several blac

black cemetery as a whole, but a

was designated the

ﬁstics, it seems to bear out that fact.

1 think was like in the &0 percent and we and
&ing points.

Eion, 1 didn't Kpnow the statistice but

1 impression.
ptione for the churches here for the blacks?
hink they called it Methodist-Episcopal. Theyr

¢ were different Kinds of Methodist. Thewv had

ME and then Methodist, but those were the

hy  of  the white churches Vike St. Clements’

to their own black churches?

there were zome blacks that attended the

t, 1 down there in Second Ward had a

1]

nacio’

[T

nice number

-,

imber,  prett;

derztood it as 1 grew oider, there were other

where blacks attended.

that was ceparate from the white cemetery c=c

vour part where you had to be buried when rou

portion of Concordia

black portion and i you go out there todar,

these peopie you've come up with, & IJot of

portion. The Masonic group had bought & large

and then there

ke were buried in that area,




were some where they had [their private plots, but they were all in that

same area.

13 How was it kKept up? Uas it‘kept up by private donations?

H: It’s not kept up, very franiKly. 1t needs attention right now.

It Who would take care of the bady? ldere there funeral homes here that took
the bodies?

H: Mow that's a type of Negro business,

EMD OF TAPE 11

1

i+ ... home and & Fullmore Funelal Home. Whers were they located?

H: Well, the Banks Funeral Homp 1 beiieve was on &lameda where it is now,
currently called BankKs-Martlin now. OF course I think Marlin toock it cver
from them; he workKed wilth Banks for awhile, @nd the Fulimore Funeral

Home 1 believe was also in fthat zrez. It was down  the

i\

treet further,
cioser to Texas Street, butfl think it was in that area. There have been

aothers that have sprung |up and not lived., The Banks Funeral Home was

14
[

perhape the one that had VTiped the longest., Most of the blacks, [1ik
when my grandfather died fn the 1%230s, went to Fete Hagden Funeral Home

which was a white funeral home.

[
L)
L]

R
]
[
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ecall when vou were|a young lady who the most  successful  blacks
were, who people regarded as either money or lookKed to as the leaders in
the community?
H: The doctors, teachers, mailmen and railroad men were perhaps the ones

that were locked up to the most.

ek
e

Was there any one or ‘two men or women in the community that evervone

Tooked to, either revered of loved especially, rou Know, that ther stood

H: Well, 1 think Doctor Mixen, by virtue of the fact that he had gone all
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the war and used his ocun re

battie

would clearly be the most o

Well, I sure do thank you.

Yes, 1 got io vote atier 1

£

it up by the time 1 came al

realty took advantage of it

register to vote and paidm

once before it was outlawed

$1.75., bhere'd you go to p

communi iy &
to try to e

the money

Did vour grandaddy ever tal
able to?
I don’t recall him saring a

vote and +found that he co

manner, but anywar he couid

Marvbe naot in the primary,

allowed to vate,

s School? Was it a

Douglas
It was & public school,

that it had to receive =

a0

1 assume that it received

girt, vou had vour Hispanic

had wour hblack school.

Eaurces to & very large extent to Fight the

of the white primhry, was probably tooked up to [the mostl. He

Ltstanding in my Cpinicn.
You paid poll tax. Did vou get to vote?

paid my poll tax, because Dr. Mixon had opened

fng and was able to vote and everything, and I

as 1 was old enocugh, 1 went to

e potl tax, 1 think I didn’t pay poll tax but

. It was a dollar and 75 cents.

By it¥

t the church and then in various organizations

ncourage people to register to vote,

and then take it anmd turn it in?

{ about voting or tryving to vote and not being

hwthing but one time he had gone and tried tio
j1dn’t vote, I think he had protested in some
vate in some elections,

Fhe general slections, 1 think [ryoul had to be

Uo vou remember where the money came from to  support
ublic school?
tate funds but it received lese?

less. You Know, El Paso, when I was a jittle
2 H

school, vou had vour white schools, and »ou

#And most of the Hispanics went to Bowie High
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But wou think that discount on this teacher’s certificate mav be because

ot
wn

vour mother was & biack tezcher so they paid her less? Do vou think they
diecounted the Hispanic teachers also?
H: 1 don’t think so because there were very few of them.

It Most of the Hispanics were téught by white teachers.
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