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DECKERT, Myrna J.

B :  How d id  you

I  am here

en joy  i t .

B: Where do you

by

I

D :

come to the border?

cho ice .  I  chose to  come to  th is  a rea  because I  rea11y

do rea l l y  have f^nJ  in te res t  in  the  border .

come from?

D:

B:

t he

the

D:  I t

has

t0

I  am f rom the Midwest .

What  at t racted you to  the border?

j s  the  grea t  appea l  tha t

fo r  me;  o r  sha l l  I  say ,

the  Amer ican cu l tu re .

cu l tu ra l  combina t ion  o f  the  border

cont r ibu t ion  o f  the  La t ' in  charac ter

D:

B:  What  i s  the  way tha t  the  La t in  cu l tu re  in f luences  the  Amer ican?

The so-ca l led  "Amer ican cu l tu re"  i s  enr iched by  the  in f luence o f

M6x ico .  I t  adds  sens i t i v ' i t y  to  the  peop le .  I t  j s ,  to  me,  l i ke ' i t

i s  fo r  most  Amer icans  who l i ve  on  the  border ,  a  g rea t  a t t rac t ion .

No mat te r  i f  we can make more  money in  o ther  p laces ,  we w i l l  s tay

here .  I  do  l i ke  i t  here  fo r  a  w ide  var ie ty  o f  reasons .

Which  are  those reasons?

One o f  them is  the  hope  to  become b i l i ngua l .  I  l i ke  the  in f luence

i t  has  on  my ch i ld ren .  I  l j ke  the  s lower  way  o f  l i v ing .  I t  i s  no t

l j ke  in  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  where  peop le  rush  a l l  the  t ime .  Here ,  peop le

take  the ' i r  t ime.
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So th is  a rea  i s  un ique  in  you  op in ion?

Yes,  o f  course .  Th is  a rea  is  un ique to  a l l  the  Un i ted  St t te f .  Peop le

in  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  in  a l l  the  l4 idwest ,  and espec la i l v  c i t ies  l i ke  New

York ,  a re  in  a  rush  a l l  the  t ime .  And ' i t  j s  no t  on ly  tha t .  The

conf ron ta t ion  w i th  another  cuJ ture  and o ther  op in ions ,  no t  on ly

across the br idge but here in the same ci ty,  makes people extend

the i r  knowledge,  the i r  unders tand ing .  I t  makes  them be more  open.

l l le are exposed to another wor ld,  an opportuni ty not everyohE else

has in the rest  of  the Uni ted States.  But there is something that

bothers me the most.  I t  ' is  racism"

B:

D:

B : In  your  op in ion ,

compare them wjth

Probably they are the  same as  anywhere  e lse  in  the  U.  S .

Has the  h igh  in te r re la t ion  tha t  wehaveon the  border  changed rac is t

at t i  tudes?

No, i t  i s  p robab, ly  the  same.  But  I  have to  recogn ize  tha t  a t t i tudes

toward  the  Span ish-speak ing  peop le  have changed w i th  t ime.  i

th ink  th i s  i s  because  the  federa l  l aw i s  chanq inq  behav io r .

Law cannot change values but changes behavior,  and hopeful ly th is

w j l l  change a t t i tudes .  When one becomes a  par t ' i c ipant  in  the  ac t ions

tha t  I  aw requ ' i res ,  i  t  genera l ' l y  changes your  a t t i tudes  and your

behav io r .  And  f ina l l y  a f te r  a  wh i le ,  i t  w i l l  change  va lues .

how are  rac is t  a t t i tudes  on  the  border ,  i f  we

the rest  of  the country?

D:

B :

D:
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The peop le  on  the  border  have been deve lop ing  an  apprec ia t ion

for Mexican people for  years,  for  hundreds of  years.  But th is had

been a patroniz ing at t i tude rather than /Tfrat  of l  an equa1. I  feel

l ' i ke  someth ing  o f  th is  has  been changed.  In  o ther  words ,  as  the  Span ish-

speak ing  peop le  a re  ge t t ing  in  the  mains t ream o f  our  communi ty  1 i fe ,

peop le  a re  beg inn ing  to  see them as  equa ls ,  no t  in  the  re la t ionsh ' ip

of  boss/workers.

B :  What  i s  you  a t t i tude  toward  the  b i l ingua l  p rogram?

D:  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  see  peop le  in  the  U .S . ,  and  in  E l  Paso  par t j cu la r l y ,

de l igh ted  to  see the i r  ch i ld ren  speak ing  a t  leas t  two languages.

In Europe, j t  is  a real  status /SVrnoV to speak several  languages.

In  the  U .S .  we  wanted  to  see  Mex ican  ch i ld ren  speak ing  Eng l i sh ,  bu t

not the other way TFroundl .  I  would l ike to see a program for our

Eng l i sh -speak ing  ch i ld ren  / in  wh ich  they  w i lV  lea rn  Span ish .  I  am

def jn i te ly  p ro  b i l ingua l  p rograms in  bo th  d i rec t ions .  I t  i s  very

good fo r  ch i ld ren ,  i t  opens  them to  new ways .  I t  g ives  no t  on ly

more economic opportuni ty,  but  j t  extends the' i r  cr i ter ium and know-

ledge by  expos ing  them more  d i rec t l y  to  another  cu l tu re .

What  i s  your  ac t i v i t y?

I  am the  Execut ive  D j rec tor  o f  the  YWCA.  My job  is  to  imp lement  the

po l ic ies  and programs o f  the  board  o f  d j rec to rs .  Before ,  I  was  the

Teenager  D i rec tor ;  I  worked w i th  teenagers .  I  used to  wa lk  up  and

down the  s t ree ts  o f  South  E l  Paso,  recru i t ing  k ids  and adu l ts  to
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work  w i th  those k ids .  And then I  began to  apprec ia te  the  Mex ican

peop ' le ,  espec ia l l y  the  bar r io  Mex jcans"  I  rea l i y  en joyed go ing  to

the i r  communi t ies ,  ea t ing  tacos .  I  rea l l y  apprec ia ted  the  peop le ,  the

car ing ,  the  way they  looked a t  the i r  fami l ies ;  the  mamas '  concern  fo r

the i r  ch i ld ren ,  and  even  the  papas ' .  The  cu l tu re  in  genera l  l eads

them to  share .  They  cou ld  be  poor r  poorn  poor ,  the  bar r io  peop le ;

bu t  whatever  they  have,  they  share  i t .  And i t  i s  rea l l y  n ice ,  be-

cause there  are  a  lo t  o f  peop le  tha t  a re  a  lo t  more  r i ch  and a  lo t

less  generous .  Then I  unders tood the  bar r io  peop le .  They  are  no t

se l f -enc losed,  no t  lazy  peop le .  I f  they  are ,  tha t  i s  because o f  the

circumstances, for  the most part ,  and i t  is  not  because they want to

be there.  Some people say that i f  they wanted, they could get out

o f  there .  That  i s  no t  r igh t ;  i t  i s  the  who le  s t ruc tu re  o f  soc ie ty

that keeps them there.

I  w i l ' l  g ive  you an  example .  The federa l  government  subs id izes

day-care services,  but you have to make under a certain amount of

money in  o rden to  have your  ch i ld  in  the  program.  In  o ther  words ,

i f  your  faml ly  i s  poor ,  and the  fami ly  i s  composed o f  mami ,  pap i ,

and two or  more  ch i ld ren ,  daddy  has  to  make the  min imum wage;  and

mami can work also at  a minimum wage" /Tnis makesJ an amount of

$550.00  a  month  as  a  to ta l  income.  As  long as  you don ' t  make above

the  $550.00  a  month ,  you  gan keep your  ch i ld ren  in  a  day-care  pro-

gram,  pay ing  a  nom' ina l  fee  fo r  ch i ld  care .  Say  a  p reschoo ler  had

to  have care .  0nce you make $550. . |0 ,  you  are  no t  e l ig ib le  anymore

for that  program. That is keeping people where they are rather than

let t ing them pay more monely for  the care of  their  chi ldren and keep
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them in  the  program.  So the  who le  p rogram is ,  in  my op in ion ,  a  rac is t

po l i cy -  I t  i s  a  rac is t  federa l  po ' l i cy ,  because i t  does  no t  a l low the

people to make their  way up, and work themselves out of  the ghetto

area. People need to work to t ry to change this.  Because no matter

how the people work-- the mama could work hard,  maybe get a raise in her

sa la ry ,  maybe ge t  a  be t te r  job ,  o r  t ra in ing ;  bu t  then she has  to  take

her  ch j ld ren  our  o f  the  day-care  program tha t  j s  subs id jzed.  The d ' i f -

fe rence- -and tha t  i s  what  we have to  unders tand,  Cec i l ia - - i s  tha t  [u tJ

a  center  tha t  cares  fo r  ch i ld ren  whose fami l ies  a re  a t  pover ty  leve l ,

the  cos t ' i s  $7 .50 ;  tha t  i s  the  mos t .  The  cen te rs  tha t  se rve  mjdd le  in -

come fami l jes  o r  no t  pover ty  1eve1 ( I  mean those who are  no t  e l i ,g ib le

fo r  those serv ices)  pay  $25.00  a  week.  You see the  d i f fe rence;  i t  i s

no t  even comparab le .  And what  I  fee l  shou ld  happen is  tha t  subs idy

day-care  shou ld  be  accord ing  to  jncomes,  so  the  more  you make,  the

more you pay.

At these day-care centers,  that  are your special ty,  Lwha!/  are the

ef fec ts  o f  in te r re la t ion?

The in te r re la t ion  takes  p lace  among a1 l  the  minor i t ies - -no t  on ly  be tween

the  Mex ' i can  mlnor i t y  w i th  Ang los ,  bu t  a lso  w i th  o ther  m inor j t j es .  In

the  bamio  in  Sou th  E l  Paso ,  B lack  ch j ld ren  norma l l y  speak  Span ish  in -

s tead o f  Eng l ish .  That  i s  where  they  grew up,  so  Span ish  is  the ' i r  f i r s t

language. We had a case /Tn which] one day a Black woman came to us.

She was upset  because her  ch i ld ren  were  speak ing  Span ish  and she cou ldn ' t

understand them.

In te r re la t ion  reaches  any  group.  There  are  a  lo t  o f  m i l i ta ry
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peop le  in  E l  Paso,  l i ke  Korean women tha t  mar r jed  so ld ie rs  when they

were sent there.  When the' i r  chi ldren are sent to the day-care servjce

where  the  predominant  language is  Span ish ,  ac tua l l y  these Korean back-

ground ch i ld ren  learn  to  /spea!  Span ish  as  a  f i rs t  language.

What  a re  the  p lans  fo r  the  near  fu tu re?

l l le are now try ing to establ ish the funding we receive for  the day-care

program. Seventy percent comes from the federal  government,  and the

remain ing  30  percent  we have to  f ind  jn  the  c i ty .  Th is  i s  very  ser ious ,

because j f  we comple te  the  amount ,  we can keep go ing ;  bu t  i f  no t ,  we

have to  c lose  every th ing .  Th ' i s  i s  our  cons tan t  p rob ' lem.

Another  o f  our  p lans  is  to  move a  lo t  o f  our  p rograms out  to  o ther

geograph ic  a reas  in  the  c i ty .  As  the  c i ty ' i s  becoming la rger ,  we wou ld

l i ke  to  cons t ruc t  o ther  bu i ld ings .  Now we are  work ing  on  p lans  fo r

that,  t ry ing to f igure out what is exact ly the method and the best way

to approach these areas.

A lso  we a re  see ing  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  buy jng  a  b ig  au tomob j le  and

set t ing ' i t  up  fo r  p reschoo l  ch i ld ren  to  go  around to  a l l  the  nursery

schoo ls  to  teach educat ion ,  and to tne f i  d i f fe ren t  k inds  o f  p rograms,

l i ke  teach ing  parents  how to  t rea t  p reschoo l  ch i ld ren .  I t  cos ts  about

$60,000.00 ,  and we have an  agency  in  Houston  tha t  i s  go ing  to  g ive  us

the  money.  So i t  i s  jus t  a  mat te r  o f  p )ann ing .

As  Execut ive  D i rec tor  o f  the  YWCA,  I  have the  respons ib i l i t y  to

h i re  a l l  the  s ta f f .  So  I  have to  be  sure  tha t  we pay  the  r igh t  sa la r ies

and tha t  we g ' i ve  the  r jgh t  benef i t s  and serv ices .

B :

n .



D:

DECKERT Page  7

B: Any other interest ing comment?

Yes. There js something that I  have not iced among the barr io peop' le

wh ich  I  work  w i th .  They  donr t  l i ke  the  word  Ch icano.  They  re fe r  to

themse lves  as  Amer icans ,  no t  even Mex icans .

B:  What  i s  your  a t t i tude  toward  the  word  "Ch icano. "

I t  i s  an  ac t iv ' i s t  word .  The way I  see  /Ch icanos /  i s  tha t  they  are

Mex ican Amer icans  who are  t ry ing  to  make changes,  those who are  soc ia l l y

ac t ' i ve .

B: How do you see the problems they are f ight ing for?

D:  I  do  no t  th jnk  they  have a  prob lem.  I  fee l  l j ke  most  o f  them are

try ing to work wi th in the system to make some changes that need to

be made.  To  me,  the i rs  i s  a  s i tua t ion ,  no t  a  p rob lem,  as  the  B lack

D:

Mo vement.
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