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MUfr0Z, Rev. JESSE

Fj rs t  o f  a l l ,  le t  me ask  you,  where  were  you born?

I  was  born  in  JuSrez ,  r igh t  across  the  border ,  in  
. |940 

dur ing  the

depress ion  years .

I, ' lhy or what was it that made you come to El Paso?

Need.  L ike  everybody e1se,  surv iva l ;  and so  I  guess  most  o f  us  c ross

the r iver many t imes to t ry and come sett le here.

How long have you l i ved  in  E l  Paso,  o r  res ided here?

Since the age of  e levenr except for  a per iod [of ]  seven years when I

was gone for some educat ion away from El Paso.

l,rlhy did you come back?

Because j t  was a mission to me to come back and try to help around

in the community,  help our peop' le move forward, and repay them for

everything they had done for me; coming back to show extreme grat i tude

to  the  peop le  f rom whom I  learned the  most  bas ic  th ings  in  l i fe ,  my

human d ign i ty ,  and my respec t  fo r  fe l low man.  And I  thought  I  wou ld

come back and help them move ahead.

Hav ing  Judrez  as  a  s is te r  c i t y ,  what  advantages  and d isadvantages  do

you f ind  l i v ing  in  a  border  c i ty?

More  than any th ing  e lse  is  the  economic  exp lo i ta t jon  o f  the  s is te r

c i ty  and o f  a l l  those about  to  come across  to  make a  be t te r  l i v ing .

I t ' s  i us t  sheer  cap i ta l i s t i c  exp lo i ta t jon  o f  the  lower  g roup  and  o f

course  laws o f  such fundamenta l  va lues  as  re l ig ' ion ,  mora ls ,  and s tu f f

l i ke  tha t  because o f  the  very  p resent  needs  o f  surv iva l .

What  i s  your  op in ion  o f  E l  Paso-Judrez  re la t ions?

Wel l ,  I  ment ioned tha t  our  th ree  bas ic  needs  as  human be ings  ane

need fo r  food,  need fo r  she l te r ,  and need fo r  sexua l  fu l f i l lment .
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As we l ive on the border,  of  course our need for food increases when

we run  ou t  o f  resources  because o f  the  over  popu la t ion .  And then you

do have to  k ind  o f  p ros t i tu teyourse l f  when i t  comes to  tha t ,  se1 ' l  ou t ,

work  fo r  very  un jus t ,  indecent  wages as  I  see  i t .  As  long as  we have

th js  ne ighbor ing  c i ty ,  and tha t  numbers  over  655,000 peop le  and on ' l y

25 ,000  jobs  a re  ava i lab le ,  andno tenough  schoo ls  ( the re 's  more  bars  than

schools)  for  the ch' i ldren, then we cannot get ahead. And we have an

i l ' l ega1 popn la t ion  o f  c lose  to  75 ,000 peop le  in  the  county  o f  E l  Paso

a lone.  Then because o f  tha t ,  food js  no t  p len t i fu l  enough and peop le

are  go ing  to  be  s t rugg l ing ,  they  w i l l  fo rge t  the  bas ic  laws:  "Thou

Sha l l  No t  S tea l . "  And  th is  i s  where  mora l l y  we  have  a  lo t  to  lose .

You have of  course what you cal l  a "cul t  compensat ion" when a worker

fee ls  tha t  we l l ,  he  shou ld  be  ge t t ing  $3 .00  an  hour  and  he 's  on ly  ge t t ing

$2.00 ,  so  consequent ly  he 's  go ing  to  take  f rom the  boss .  And the  boss

knows tha t  they  are  tak ing  f romhimso he  w i l l  condone i t  and to le ra te

i t  and say, " l , le l l  I 'm not paying them a iust  wage, but I  know they

are  tak ing  penc i l s  and pens  or  they  are  tak ing  baskets  o f  f ru ' i t  o r  what -

ever . "  And  so  th is  I  th ' i nk  i s  a n  and i t  i s  very  much

aga ins t  what  we wou ld  want  to  see happen ing ,  no  rea l  hones ty ;  and in

the border c i ty as farm need for food is concerned this is a problem

we wi l l  a lways  have.  Peop le  a re  go ing  to  cheat  ou t  o f  necess ' i t y

and they  are  go ing  to  tu rn  aga ins t  each o ther  because o f  th is  par t i cu la r

neason. The other second need we have is the need for shel ter .  Now we

have an  immigrant  popu la t ion  or  a  popu la t ion  o f  res idents  w i thout  docu-

mentat ' ion that  need shel ter  and they are at  the mercy of  whoever of fers

shel ter .  Then they become enslaved, they become slaves. You have to
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th ink  o f  a l l  the  thousands o f  peop ' le  tha t  a re  in  h id ing  tha t  can ' t  go

shopp ing ,  can ' t  go  to  a  thea ten ,  can ' t  even  go  to  a  re l ig ious  se rv ice

because they are th inking that they w' i '11 get caught by the immigrat ion

depar tment .  And th is  need fo r  she l te r  o f  course ' i s  no t  ava i lab le .  Rea l

es ta te  as  i t  i s ,  w i th  the  c red i t  sys tem tha t  we have,  a  lo t  o f  peop le

around here have nice homes apparent ly,  but  they don' t  own them. And

probab ' l y  they  w i l l  d ie  w i thout  own ing  them,  and so  they  l i ve  in  a  n ice

l i t t le  house bu t  i t  be longs  to  some cred i to r  and they  don ' t  have tha t

u l t ima te  sa t i s fac t ion  o f  ca l l i ng  someth ing  the i r  own,  "Th is  i s  my  land . "

I  th ink  i s  the  bas ic  in  every  man,  to  be  ab le  to  ca l l  someth ing  h is  own,

and  th is  comes  in  ch i ldhood .  A  l i t t l e  k id  a lways  p lays  a  lo t  w i th  a

lo l l i pop  o r  a  toy  and  says ,  " I t ' s  m iner "  because  he  l i kes  i t ;  " I t ' s

mine . "  A l1  th roughout  our  I ' i fe  we want  to  ca l l  someth ing  our  own,  whether

a  p ' iece  o f  land  tha t  i s  bas ic  o r  some a f fec t ion ,  "Th is  i s  mine . "  We

have th is  u rge  to  ca l l  someth ing  "mine . "  So in  E l  Paso,  in  the  area

here,  there are not too many peop' le that  can say "These are my clothes,"

"Th is ' i s  my fu rn i tu rer ' r  "Th is  i s  my car . "  I t  a lways  be longs  to  somebody

else and that appl ies to that  basic need for shel ter  or  e lse to feel

secur i ty for  what you should have, not to anybody e1se, only to your-

se l f .  And then the  th i rd  tha t  i s  very  c r i t i ca l  in  the  border ,  i s  the

need for sexual  fu l f i l lment.  That of  course can always be exaggerated

but  because o f  the  f j s t  con t ro l  o f  the  s j tua t ion  in  the  border ,  th ' i s

is  I  th ink  charac ter is t i c  o f  any  border  c i ty ,  in  any  depnessed area

where  there  are  f inanc ia l l y  depr ived  peop le  tha t  such th ings  as  mora l

va lues  go  down the  dra in .  WL have a l l  th is  go ing  on  in  the  border

ci t ies where the youngsters,  because the can produce the money'  you



MUNOZ Page 4

know you go  down there  and they  don ' t  care ' i f  you ' re  f i f teen  or  twenty -

f i ve  o r  f i f t y - f j ve ,  i f  you  have the  money they  have the  serv ices .  So

this draws a lot  of  our k ids down there to where they forget that

probab ly  th is  i s  no t  abso lu te ' l y  necessary .  There  is  need fo r  sexua l

fu l f i l lment  bu t  more  need fo r  sexua l  con t ro l ;  and th is  i s  very  much a

prob lem tha t  we have,  no t  on ' l y  w i th  youngsters ,  bu t  most ly  w i th  mar r ied

men tha t  go  down there  because they  can ge t  th is  sexua l  fu l f j l lment

and they  know i t  j s  a  necess i ty  and they  th ink  they  are  cheat ing .

There are over 
. |8,000 

registered prost i tutes in Judrez,  those are

the registred ones. So bes' ides the two reasons I th is]  
' is  the second

largest source of  income that they have and i t  poses a prob' lem for our

popu la t ion  here .  So I  wou ld  say  tha t  we have a  t remendous:need to

educate  our  peop le  tha t  sex  is  very  impor tan t  because i t  i s  a  bas ic  need,

bu t  i t  i s  no t  abso lu te ly  necessary  and i t  shou ld  no t  be  exp lo j ted  here

in  town.  Now we have th is  compet i t i ve  race  be tween Judrez  n igh tc lubs

and El  Paso nightclubs where before you would go to Judrez to see por-

nograph ic  shows or  someth ing ;  now you f ind  i t  r igh t  here  in  our  ne igh-

borhood and resident ia l  area because the law doesn' t  have any strength.

There  is  no t  enough law enforcement  in  E l  Paso and ' i t  has  been admi t ted

to  us  by  the  D is t r i c t  A t to rney ,  the  Sher i f f ' s  Depar tment ,  and the  Po l ice

Department-- that  there is nothing they can do about al l  the x-rated shows

tha t  a re  go ing  on  in  town,  where  a  lo t  o f  m jnors  go  in ,  ' cause  s imp ly

the  Po l ice  Depar tment  i sn ' t  s t rong enough.  And they  shou ld  educate  them-

se lves  to  look  a t  the  morabof  peop le ;  what  about  a l l  the  robber ies  and

a l l  tha t ' s  go ing  on  in  the  c i t y  tha t  they  jus t  can ' t  con t ro l?  They  don ' t

see  any th ing  tha t  they  can do  in  the  fu tu re  to  so lve  th is ,  so  i t  i s
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comple te ly  uncont ro l led .  i  don ' t  say  tha t  everybody is  go ing  to  be

af fec ted  by  i t ,  bu t  de f in i te ly  i t  means a  lo t  o f  money fo r  a  lo t  o f

avid businessmen that have no concern for  the wel fare and the wel l

being of  the c i ty of  E' l  Paso. They're here because they know they

can make their  money, they can makeafast  buck. So these are the three

things that are horr id ly eat ing away the foundat ' ion of  society,  which

is  the  fami ly .  And there  is  no  way we can th ink  o f  soc ie ty  w i thout

good fami l ies ,  w i thout  good fami ly  1 i fe .  And s ince  our  peop le  a re  no t

educated enough, wel l ,  they have to work too hard to probably concern

themse lves  o f  what  i s  happen ing .  0n ly  we as  leaders ,  and we in  the

church  in  par t i cu la r ,  can  do  someth ing  about ' i t  as  fa r  as  in fo rming

peop ' le ,  because we have to  te l l  them what  i s  go ing  on ,  you  see.  And

I th ' ink that  anybody that has spent any amount of  years jn El  Paso

and has looked around knows that these are the three basic problems,

par t i cu la r l y  in  the  c i t y .

Your  second example ,  tha t  was  need o f  surv iva l ,  do  you a t t r ibu te  tha t

to the main immigrat ion problem here?

Yeah,  bas ' i ca l1y .  And the  land d is t r ibu t ion ,  the  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  land ,

so that a man can sow his own crop with seed, and grow his own crops

and a l l  tha t ,  and tha t  he  can become se t t led .  I t  i s  on ly  when you

become s tab le  in  any  k ind  o f  l i fe  s i tua t ion ,  tha t  you  rea l l y  care

what is happening around. 0therwise you always are a yeoman, and move

from place to place and never rea' l1y care what happens af ter  you leave.

So th is  nomadic  exper ience o f  l i fe  i s  very  s t rong in  E l  Paso and i t  i s

because o f  the  non-ava i lab i l i t y  o f  land  tha t  you  can deve lop  fo r  your -

se ' l f ,  fo r  your  ch i ld ren ,  fo r  your  g randch i ld ren .  Th is  i s  why  I  th ink

D:

M:
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i t  is  one of  the basic problems that we have. And consequent ly

social  change wi '11 not come about because those probably that  are

ho l le r ing  fo r  soc ia l  change w i l l  s tay  here  fo r  s ix  months  and then

they  w i l l  move on  and ho l le r  somewhere  e ' l se ,  and they  are  no t  rea l1y

consc ious  o f  what ' i t  takes  to  b r ing  about  soc ja l  be t te rment ,  soc ia l

change. The ones that get stuck are those that won the land, those that

are  t ry ' ing  to  deve lop  the i r  land ,  deve lop  the i r  t rad i t ionsb and grow

roots into a commun' i ty.  Unfortunately these are the people that ,  as

fa r  as  our  Mex ' i can  Amer jcan popu la t jon  is  concerned,  w ' i l1  no t  speak

up. Those that have been here longer and that own most of  the land

wi l l  speak  up  because they  have deve loped the  land accord ing  to  the i r

own s tandards  and a l l  tha t ,  and so  they  are  concerned tha t  th ings  w i l l

not  change because they have a large interest ,  or  a great interest  in

the community.  And this is what we need to do, people to become more

s tab le  and to  commi t  themse lves  to  the  communi ty  and tha t  w i l l  he lp

better the community.  But s ince we have very few of  them, most of

our  peop le  a re  mor tgaged fo r  the  res t  o f  the i r  l i ves ,  fo r  the  nex t  30 ,

35 ,40  years .  So you can see tha t  be fore  they  f in ish  pay ing  fo r  one

car they wi l l  buy another one and they wi l l  never own that second car;

and the same thing with property.  They have not real ized the value of

be ing  in  one p lace  and be ing  ab le  to  ca l l  someth ing  the i r  own.  These

are people that have moved here from the south of M6xico that have no

such exper ience and stabi l i ty .  They have always been immigrants and

farm workers.

What is your opinion of  green card workers here along the border?D:
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l^ le l i ,  i t  is  very unfair  to the stable populat ' ion of  E]  paso because

they get their  wages here and they don' t  pay any taxes--probably some

income tax--  they go back to M6xico and l ive more comfortably than our

peop le  here .  And de f in i te ly  there  shou ld  be  some leg is la t ion  to  en force

a l l  these peop le  tha t  have green cards  to  l i ve  here  and he lp  car ry

the  load.  We cannot  o f  course  c lose  the  border ,  i t ' s  ' imposs ib le ,

no th ing  w i l ' l  so lve  i t ,  we w i l l  a lways  have "mojados"  coming across .

But  now there 's  a  lo t  o f  peop le  tha t  have good jobs  and they  can manage

per fec t ly  a ] ' l  r igh t  across  the  border  and do  no t  rea l i ze  tha t  th is  i s

detr imental  to the rest  of  the brethern here that have to pay taxes

and have to help in commun' i ty projects.  The immigrat ion department

knows this,  there is thousands of  cars every day l ined up, they know

they  shou ldn ' t  be  res id ing  here  bu t  they  won ' t  say  any th ing  because,

o f  course ,  i t  i s  the  es tab l ' i shment  tha t  ' i s  benef i t t ing  f rom i t .

Are  they  a l lowed in  un ions?

Yes ;  yeah ,  they  a re  a l lowed ' in  un ions ,bu t  o rd inar j l y  they  a re  no t  con-

cerned because they feel , wel I r why pay the dues you know, when there

is  a  r igh t  to  work  law and a l l  tha t  and they  have no th ing  to  lose .

Probab ly  i f  they  be long to  the  un ions ,  somewhere  a long the  l ine  they

cou ld  be  ob l iged  to  the  un ion  and  be  induc ted  w i th in  the  un ion  ac t i v j -

t ies ,  and probab ly  th is ' i s  why  we have a  very  iow percentage o f  un ion

members that  reside in Judrez.

Were there any green carders that  were employedat the Farah plant?

0h yeah,  d  la rge  number .

l , r lere they in unions too?

M:

D:

M:

D:

M:

D:
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Not very many of  them. I t 's  very hard to get them to jo in anything.

They are most ly concerned about themse' lves,  and of  course they have

every r ight  to.  They are not community or iented people.

So they  weren ' t  tha t  ac t i ve  in  the  Farah s t r i ke .

No .

Exac t ly ,  what  was the  main  issue concern ing  the  Farah s t r i ke?

Most ly human d' igni ty,  respect for  the worker.  The wage issue was

b lown out  o f  p ropor t ion ,  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  tha t ;  i t  was  human d ign i ty ,

tha t  you  cannot  mis t rea t  a  worker  to  in jus t i tude fo r  any  reason,  and

you cannot depr ive him of  a job because this amounts to econom' ic

hom'icide. hlhen you take a job away from a man that has to provide for

f i ve  ch i ld ren ,  le t ' s  say  average fo r  the  l r , lex ican  fami l ies ,  then you k i l l

them f inanc ia l l y .  How ' i s  he  go ing  to  p rov ide  fo r  those ch i ld ren?

Why d id  i t  take  so  long fo r  a  se t t lement?

Most ' ly  because there was a lot  of  misunderstanding. Not everybody

wanted to sacni f ice.  I f  we had been able to ta lk everybody into

wa lk ing  ou t ,  o r  s t r i ke ,  then we wou ld  have made most  o f  the  peop le  to

unders tand tha t  i t ' s  wor th  go ing  hungry  and ge t t ing  persecuted  fo r .

Jus t  the  same,  a l l  they  th ink  i s ,  we l l ,  I  have to  pay  the  ren t ,  I

have to  pay  these b i l l s .  And i f  I  wa lk  ou t ,  who is  go ing  to  pay

those  b i l l s  fo r  me.  And  tha t ' s  a l l  they  th ink ,  they  don ' t  th ink  abou t

the  fu tu re .  And so  th is  sys tem o f  course  bases  i t se l f  on  tha t ,  bu t

they  w i l l  never  make a  move.  But  j t  has  changed qu i te  a  b i t .

In what way?

In  th is  sense tha t  la rge  numbers  have come to  nea l i ze  tha t  on ly

M:

D:

M:

D:

M:

M:

D:

M:
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through a  un i ted  e f fo r t  to  o rgan ize  w ' i1 l  we br ing  about  a  soc ia l  change,

espec ia l l y  in  the  Iabor  cond i t ions  in  the  southwest ,  and par t i cu la r ly

El  Paso. They have come to real ize that  there is a strength in uni ty

and i t  i s  wor thwh i le  go ing  th rough th is  k ind  o f  pa in ,  because on ly

thus are we going to ever shake up an establ ishment to where they

might come to understand and come to terms, probably make less prof i t

bu t  ga in  more  in  respec t  fo r  the  work ing  peop le .  A l l  th js  i s  sheer

pro f i t -mak ing  r igh t  now,  what  we ca l l  rugged cap i ta l i sm,  where  there

is no control  of  prof i t  making in the country and anybody can do anyth ' ing

under the banner of  f ree enterpr ize.  And since we have a 1aw system

that  does  no t  favor  the  peop ' le  a t  a l l ,  laws are  passed on  in  Wash ing ton

by those that have the money and the power. They are the ones who tal k

to  our  congressman,  our  representa t ives ,  and they  subscr ibe  most  o f  the

laws that we haver are cater ing to the powerful  f inancial  problem.

There ' i s  no  way tha t  anybody can say  tha t  our  jud ic ia l  sys tem in  the

country favors everyone equal ly.  The laws are not proc' la imed for the

genera l  pub l i c .  I t  i s  to  se rve  a  par t i cu la r  g roup ,  and  tha t ' s  the

way i t  ' i s .

Not necessar i ly  the Farah plants,  everywhere around.

Yeah, everywhere.

What  par t  d id  you p lay  in  the  Farah s t r i ke?

Most ly  we were  jn t rumenta l  in  b r ing ing  about  the  s t r i ke .  I t  was

because we were  invo lved as  a  church  and a  lo t  o f  peop le  thought

we l ' | ,  ' i f  the  pa_dres  th ' ink  i t  i s  a l l  r igh t ,  i t  must  be  a l r igh t .  I f

they  th ink  we have a  r igh t  to  wa lk  ou t ,  then i t  must  be  a l l  r igh t ,
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we '11  wa lk  ou t .  And  th is  i s  where i t  a l l  s ta r ted .  0 f  course ,  we  he lped

them and we gave them everything we could get for  them, f rom food to

she l te r  to  lega1 adv ice  and a l l  tha t ;  and th is  i s  how they  were  ab le

to wi thstand the heat and probab' ly win the ent i re batt le because they

knew they  had peop le  tha t  were  s incere  and tha t  wou ld  g ive  up  any th ing

to  he lp  them out .  Th js ' i s  the  ro le  we had.  l ^ le  were  par t  o f  a  ma jor

mora l  and sp i r i tua l  fo rce  beh ind  the  en t i re  s t rugg le  tha t  kep t  them

going  to  the  very  end.

D id  i t  ever  tu rn  to  v io lence,  the  s t r i ke?

Yes.  I t  was  the  hardes t  th ' ing  to  do  to  keep i t  peacefu l ,  to  keep i t

a non-violent movement.  There were some of us who of  course ran a r isk

' in  o rder  to  ho ld  peop le  back  and in  o rder  to  k ind  o f  ve ' i l  a l l  the

efforts made by the company to br ing about v ' io lence so that we would

be discredi ted and we would lose the nat ' ional  support .  t , l le have

45,000,000 Amer icans  suppor t ing  us  a l l  over  the  count ry ,  and we were

ab le  to  ge t  dona t ions  up  to  5  l /2  m i l l i on  do l la rs ,  a  ha l f  o f  tha t

through personal  ef for ts of  some of  us t ravel ' ing a1l  over the country,

seek jng  f inanc ia l  a id  fo r  the  peop le  tha t  we have here  tha t  were

deep ly  jn  debt  and who had to  ea t ,  and the i r  ch i ld ren  who were  s ick

not  be ing  ab le  I  to  ]  ge t  in to  hosp i ta ls  and a l l  tha t .  Because o f  tha t

personal  ef for t  we were able to make i t .  I t  was not necessar i ly  of

the  un ion  peop le ,  they  gave us  most  o f  the  mora l  suppor t ,  g rea t  con t r i -

bu t ions  by  severa l  un ions  th roughout  the  cont inent ,  bu t  we the  peop le

are the ones who had to go about and show that we were uni ted and that

we were suffer ing and that we were just  going to hang in there--you
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know,  l i ve  o r  d ie .  And I  th ink  th is  was the  most  conv inc ing  argument ,

tha t  we went  ou t  there  and ta lked  to  a l l  these peop le .  We d idn ' t  have

George Meany, even though he was backing us up; we didn' t  have anybody

e lse  bu t  very  s ' imp1e peop le  tha t  fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime were  f igh t ing

the  b ' ig  ba t t le  o f  the i r  l j ves- - the  r igh t  to  speak  up  and the  r igh t  to

se l f -de fense.  They  d idn ' t  have tha t  be fore .

I  though t  i t  was  a  un ion iza t ion  p rob lem.  Wasn ' t  i t ?

No, the union came after.  Amalgameted has been in the area for about

17 years,  but  we have been here for  50 years--our parents,  our grand-

parents--and so we are ones who have the problem. They came much later

and t r ied  to  he lp  un ion ize  because th is  i s  the  on ly  way to  ge t  ahead

here ,  co l lec t j ve  barga in ing .  The fac t  tha t  you  can un i te  e f fo r ts  w i th

somebody e lse  and can s tand together  and demand the i r  bas ic  r igh ts ,

to be represented. And to be represented unionwise is just  a bas' ic as

need ing  lega l  adv ice  when you are  ar res ted  or  someth ' ing .  You a l l  have

a r igh t ,  to  ca l l  an  a t to rney  or  lawyer  i s  essent ia l .  And in  our  Amer ican

system, democrat ic system, that  is not so and we have been deceiv ing

ourse lves  a l l  th is  t ime.  When i t  comes to  your  job  you a l l  have the

basic r ight  to be represented by someone of  your choice and since thls

was den ied  in  the  beg inn ing  by  Farah,  (he  fe l t  tha t  he  d idn ' t  need

such a  th ing)  and peop le  were  re t r ieved to  d ispar i ty  and they  d idn ' t

be l ieve  in  the i r  representa t ion ,  we l l  th is  i s  where  i t  a l l  s ta r ted .

They  were  den ied  one o f  the i r  bas ic  r igh ts ,  tha t  we a l l  have to  be

represen ted .  And  i f  I  don ' t  know Eng l i sh  I ' l l  have  to  f i nd  someone

that  w i l l  in te rpre t  fo r  me because I 'm unab le  to  speak  fo r  myse l f ,  some-
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body is  go ing  to  have to  t rans la te .  When i t  comes to  lega l i t ies ,  most

peop le  don ' t  have a  h ' igh  schoo l  educat ion  here  in  our  a rea .  They  don ' t

know their  basic r ights general ly and then need somebody to speak for

them,and they  have an  abso lu te  r igh t  to  choose who is  go ing  to  speak

for them and' interpret  the laws for them so they can defend themselves.

So tha t  was  th is  Farah s i tua t ion .

How d' id the border inf luence i t?

Wel l ,  i t  had  these peop ' lebussedacross  the  border ,  and peop le  tha t  need

iobs ,  o f  course .  The min imum wage r igh t  now in  M6x ico  js  $3 .25  a  day ,

then ' i t  was  $2 .50  a  day .  So i f  you  can ge t  peop le  to  come across  the

border  and work  fo r  $1 .80  an  hour ,  imag ine ,  how are  you go ing  to  s top

them? Can anybody blame them? Even though they were conscjous of  the

fact  that  they were very detr imental  to the s i tuat ion,  they have a need

for  surv iva l  too .  And j t ' s  the  peop le  over  here  tha t  abuse the  s i tua t ion

that are to be blamed, not the hungry;  these people that  want to make

more  than what  they  w i ' |1  ever  be  ab le  to  consume in  th ree  l i fe t imes.

Wel l , tha tabout  does  i t .  I  want  to  thank  you fo r  your  he lp .  You have

been more  than ins t rumenta l  in  th is  who le  th ing .

Yeah,  we l l - ,  we 've  ta lked  about  th is  so  many t ' imes tha t  there  is  a  lo t

more we can say, but probably that  pertains to some other subject .  l , r le

have done the  r igh t  th ing  and we are  very  s incere  about  i t .  0 f  course ,

we 've  been accused o f  every th ing  jus t  because we go t  invo lved,  bu t  p ro-

bab ly  more  o f  the  dev i l ' s  advocate ;  bu t  i t  doesn ' t  mat te r .
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