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This is an 0ral  History interv ' iew with Jose/Estrada, an Inspector wi th the

U.  S .  Cus toms Serv ice  in  E l  Paso,  Texas .  The da te  i s  Apr i l  27 '  1976.  In te r -

v iewing  is  Sarah John fo r  the  Ins t i tu te  o f  0 ra l  H is to ry  a t  U.  T .  E l  Paso.

Mr.  Estrada, could you tel l  us when and where you were born?

I  was  born  in  Ys le ta ,  Texas  in  
. |941.

Cou' ld you give us a l i t t le background informat ion about you parents?

Both of  my parents were born in San El izar ior  and they went to school

[ t f rere] .  They met when they were real  young; [ they were] 'chi ldhood

sweethearts,  and they marr ied.  In fact ,  my dad was only 16 and my mother

was 17 when they marr ied.  They l ived in San El izar io where my two older

sisters were born,  and then they moved to Ysleta.  My dad used to be a

fa rmer  in  San E l izar io ,  and then he  bought  a  fa rm in  Ys le ta .  But  he  cou ldn ' t

really raise us on the farm, so he went to work for the Waterurorks. At

th is t ime Ysleta was not [ncorporated with the c i ty [of  El  Paso];  i t  was

independent.  So i t  was kind of  smal l  and i t  had i ts own water system. I

was born in Ys' leta,  and then we moved back to San El izar io.  Actual ly I

s ta r ted  schoo l  in  Ys le ta  in  k inderganten ,  and when I  was  in  the  f i rs t

grade we moved back to San El izar io.  I  went to the second and third grade

in San El izar io.  Then we came back to Ysleta again,  so I  cornpleted my

grade school  educat ion at  Ysleta Grade. As far as my parents '  educat ion,

my mother has a s ixth grade educat ion and my dad has a seventh grade [educa-

t i  on l  .

Can you te l l  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  what  l i fe  was l i ke  wh i le  you were  growing

up in  the  va ' l ley?

I  was  born  and ra ised on  a  fa rm,  so  I  wasn ' t  b rought  up  w i th  [a  lo t  o f ]  peop le .

hle were l iv ing out by ourselves on the farm. I t  was real ly interest ing.  I t

was  a  d j f fe ren t  exper ience l i v ing  on  a  fa rm [ f rom l i v ing  in ]  a  c i ty .  I

loved horseback  r id ing ,  d rd  jus t  l i v ing  on  the  w ' ide  open spaces .  In  fac t ,



ESTRADA

J :

E :

J :

E :

the only t ' ime we came to the city was on Saturdays. [. le used to l ive in

Ys le ta ,  bu t  in  the  fa rm areas .  I t  was  a  b ig  th ing  fo r  us .  A l1 ,  the  k ids

would come out to the big c i ty--Ysleta--on Saturday af ternoons to what used

to be the Texas Theater. I used to be in expectation of Saturday to go to

the movies,  because that was the only t ime we could [see them].  This big

thing then was going to the movies.

D id  o ther  k ids  tha t  you  went  to  schoo l  w i th  a lso  l i ve  on  fa rms?

There were qui te a few that l ived out on the farms. Some were Anglos,  some

were Mexican Americans; so I  have fr iends [ that  are]  both Anglo and Mexican.

l , , le used to get along beaut i fu l ly .

Was that the rule? Did everyone seem to get along at  that  t i rne?

I th ' ink so.  0f  course, I 'm talk ing about [when we were Voun9r in]  the 
' late

'40 's .  In  gnade schoo l  I  go t  a long rea l  ewe l l  w j th  a l l  the  k ids .  But  I

re rnember  on : inc ident  wh i le  I  was  growing  up  tha t  I '11  never  fo rge t .  A l l  the

l i t t le gr ingrrr lQ! and the Mexicans used to run around and play [ together] .

One af ternoon, we were over at  th is guy McNutt 's  house. We were al l  p ' laying

cowboys and Indians, you know--Bang!Bang! His dad came up af ter  work ( th is

was in the af ternoon) and he said,  "0kay. Get over here.  I  want to ta lk to

a l l  o f  you . "  I  be l ieve  a t  th is  t ime I  was  in  the  seventh  grade.  Boy ,  he

chewed us  a l l  ou t  fo r  tak ing  Up h is  l i t t le  bgy 's  t ime.  R igh t  in  f ron t  o f  us ,

he  s ta r ted  te l l ing  [h is  son] ,  " I  don ' t  want  you to  be  p ' lay ing  around w i th

Mex icans .  I f  they  don ' t  have any th ing  to  do ,  i f  they  don ' t  have to  s tudy ,

you are not going to grow up l ike these Mexicans."  In other wor i ls ,  he was

degrad ing  us .  A t  tha t  t ime,  I  d idn ' t  rea l l y  know about  d isc r im ina t ion .  I

I  jus t  d idn ' t  know what  to  th ink .  He jus t  chased us  o f f .  Bu t  a t  the  t ime

I  d idn ' t  rea l l y  th ink  about  i t .  La ter  on  I  s ta r ted  th ink ing ,  and boy ,  i t

made me mad.

Is that  the f i rst  exper ience that you had with any type of  d ' iscr iminat ion?
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I  bas ica l l y  th ink  o f  tha t  as  be ing  my f i rs t  exper ience [w i th ]  d isc r im ina-

t ion .

When you at tended elementary schoo' | ,  were there any exper iences that stand

out in your mind from that t ime? Your c lass was mixed at  that  t ime, r ight?

Righ t .  A t  th is  t ime,  Ys le ta  Grade Schoo l  was  predominant ly  Ang lo .  I  don ' t

remember any dramatic experiences. I was on the basketball team and the

foo tba l l  team;  I ' ve  a lways  been a th le t i ca l l y  inc l ined .

Where  d id  you go  to  h igh  schoo l?

I  went  to  Ys le ta  H igh .

What exper iences did you have at  Ysleta that  stand out in your mind? l , ' lere

you s t i l l  i nyo lved jn  spor ts  a t  tha t  t ime?

I  s ta r ted  when I  was  a  Freshman.  I  p layed a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  foo tba l l ,  and  I

loved basketba l l .  Bu t  i t  was  predominant ly  Ang lon  and by  th is  t ime when you

get to high school  you Eet the better athletes f rom al l  the grade schools.

0f  course, the coaches would give the preference to the Anglo k id.  I  just

fe l t  lef t  out l  I  was si t t ing on the bench most of  the t ime [dur ing]  our

f i rs t  th ree  basketba l ' l  games.  I  sa id ,  "0h ,  heck .  I  don ' t  want  to  be  a  bench

warmer . "  So I  ius t  qu i t  the  team a l1  together .  But  I  th ink  tha t  i f  I  had

rea' l1y t r ied,  I  could have made the team, i f  I  had been given the chance.

So there was a bias on the part  of  the coaches themselves in that  they would

choose frorn the Ang' lo students and ignore the Mexican students?

Yes.

Are there any authority f igures that you remember, teachers

who might have had an ef fect  on you, ei ther good or bad?

I th ink my Engl ish teacher in the Sophomore year,  Mrs.

s tand ing  f igure  in  tha t  she  was a ' lways  w i l l i ng  to  he lp  me.

remember th is one semester,  the f i rst  exam we had I  Eot a C.

o r  p r inc ipa l  s ,

r wdS an out-

In  fac t ,  I

She took me

J :
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over f to one side] and said,  "You can do better than that.  Do you need

any help?" I  remember the very next exam I  came out wi th an A. She was so

proud of  me. I  th ink that  seeing her be proud of  me made me want to do

bet te r  fo r  her .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  the  on ly  c lass  tha t  I  came out  w ' i th  an  A in

h igh  schoo l .

There  weren ' t  o ther  teachers  tha t  d id  tha t  k ind  o f  th ing?

Not real  ly .

Did you have any Mexican American teachers whi ie you were in high school  or

grade school ?

E:  When I  was  jn  San E l izar io ,  second and th i rd  g rade,  I  had Mex ican Amenjcan

teachers .  As  fa r  as  Ys ' le ta  Grade or  h igh  schoo l ,  I  don ' t  reca l l  any

Mexican American teachers.

Do you remember i f  there was any mixed dat ing whi le you were in high school?

That  I  reca l l ,  there  was no t  any .

What was the relat ionship between Anglos and Mexjcans at  that  t ime?

When I  was  in  h igh  schoo l ,  I  s t i ' l l  d idn ' t  fu l l y  rea l i ze  o r  unders tand d is -

c r im ina t ion .  But  mosL o f  the  Mex ican Amer ican k ' !ds  wou ld  run  around w i th

Mex ican Amer icans ,  and Ang ' los  w i th  Ang los .  When I  was  younger '  we used to

r ide our horses together.  In fact ,  I  p layed gui tar '  and we used to get together

and p ' lay  gu i ta r .  I  hope I  d idn ' t  g ive  you the  fee ' l ing  tha t  when Mr .  McNut t

came up and chased us away that we didn' t  associate wi th his son anymore. l ,Je

d id ;  a t  leas t  I  d jd .  t ^ le  s t ' i l l  had  a  p re t ty  n ice  re la t jonsh ip  a f te r  tha t .  0 f

course ,  we ca l led  the  Ang los  "s tompers"  and the  Mex ' i cans  "pachucos . "  But  I

never associated with the pachucos or the stompers.  I  was kind of  in the

mi  dd l  e .

l^ lere most of  the k ids l ike that ,  or  d id they separate?

There  were  qu i te  a  few o f  us  tha t  d jdn ' t  go  e i ther  way.  I  guess  i t ' s  the

same way today.

J :

E :
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After you lef t  h igh school  '  what

I  graduated from Ysleta in 
. |959.

went to work for  [h im] night out

How long did you stay wi th hirn?

you do?

dad had a company of dumP trucks, so I

high schoo' l  .

I  worked [ for  h im] about 6 months.  My dad cal led me one night,  [and we] had a

l i t t le  d iscuss ion .  l4 |e  s ta r ted  ta lk jng  about  the  fu tu re '  as  fa r  as  what  my

plans were. He started to encourage me to go to col lege'  but  I  d idn' t  want

to go. None of  my fr iends were going to co11ege. So he advised me to look

in to  the  mi l i ta ry  o r  do ing  someth ing  e lse  bes ides  "d r iv ing  tha t  t ruck  fo r  the

res t  o f  your  1 i fe . "  I 'm gra te fu i  tha t  he  d id .  I  en l i s ted  in  the  Army.  I

was  sent  to  bas ic  t ra in ing  a t  F t .  0 rd ,  [and]  a f te r tha t  I  go t  in to  the  m' i l i ta ry

po' l ice on-the- job t ra jn ing [ there] .  From there I  was sent to Korea. [Al l

together,  I  was in the Arrny]  for  a year,  and [ I  got  d ischarged for medical

reasons]

After you got out,  d id you come to El  Paso again?

I came back to El  Paso, and I  [began working] for  the Hanley Paint  Company.

I  fee l  tha t  I  go t  rea l l y  good t ra in ing  there .  Whi le  I  was  work ing  fo r

Han ley ,  I  s ta r ted  go ing  to  Durham's  Bus iness  Co l lege.  I  fee l  tha t  a t  Han ley 's

and Durham's is where I  started forming the basis for  where I  am now' not

tha t  I 'm so  h igh  up  there .  [A t  Han ley 's ]  I  s ta r ted  in  the  p lan t ,  m ix ing

paint ,  and from there I  was promoted up to the shipping room. From the

sh ipp ing  rocm I  went  to  the  o f f i ce .  b lh i le  I  was  work ing  in  the  o f f i ce '  I

got a cal' l  from Glidden Paint Company. Somebody had recommended me to the

manager [ there] .  l {e invi ted me out to lunch and so forth,  and he made me a

bet te r  dea l  as  fa r  as  sa la ry  and t ra in ing .  I  was  w i thGl idden fo r  about

3  months .  Before  th ' i s ,  I  had made app l ica t io l i s  w i th  C iv i l  Serv ice ,  [ fo r ]  bo th

Whi te  Sands and F t .  B l i ss .  They  sent  me a  le t te r  f rom Ft "  B ' l ' i ss ' inqu i r ing

to  see i f  I  was  s t i l l  i n te res ted  in  work ing  fo r  them.  I  went  up  there  and

d i d

My

of
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and I  was hired the same day. I  came back and told Mr.  Fox, who was the

manager at  Gl idden, and he v\ ,as k ind of  [upset,  a l though] he was nice about

the whole th ing. He thought that  i f  i t  was going to be for mj benef i t ,  [ I

shou ld l  go  ahead.  I  s ta r ted  work ing  a t  F t .  B l i ss  in  1966.  I  s ta r ted  ou t

as a GS-3 clerk,  [but  af ter ]  about a year I  got  promoted to Records Managing

0f f i cer  I  d id  severa l  th ings ,  such as  inspec t ing  necords  and personne l  f i l es .

Did th is happen to most of  the other k ids that  you went to school  wi th,

or were you the except ion to the rule?

I  th ink  so .  I  th ink  I ' ve  been 1ucky .  Somebody up  there  must  l i ke  me.  I

forgot to ment ion [ t t rat ]  whi le I  was going to Durham's,  I  met my wife.  She

was a student there.  I  feel  very lucky to have met my wife,  because she's

a very nice [1ady].  I  th ink I 'm very,  very lucky to [be working for the

government l .  I  took the FSEE exam whi le I  was working for Hanley,  [and] I

fe l t  for tunate that  I  passed the exam, because I  knew a lot  of  guys who had

comple ted  co l lege tha t  f lunked the  exam.  Anyway,  F t .  B l i ss  ca l ' led  me in

1966,  and I  went  to  work  there  [un t i l ]  1970,  in  d i f fe ren t  capac i t ies .  I  go t

several  promot ions whi le I  was out there.  I  got  good reconmendat ions and

severa l  awards  o f  ach ievement  and so  fo r th  [ there ] .  Whi le  I  was  a t  F t .  B l i ss ,

I  started at tending UTEP through the gujdance of  the educat ion of f icer over

there,  l '1r .  t ,J i l l iam Key. I  real ' ly  appreciate what he did for  me. As a matter

of  fact ,  he got me registered here.  He almost took me here by the hand.

I 'm very  g ra te fu l  to  h im.

So he 's  the  one who go t  you  in te res tdd  in  go ing  back  to  schoo l?

Righ t .  That  was  in  
. |967.  

Ever  s ince  then,  on  and o f f ,  I ' ve  been a t tend ing

UTEP.  I 'm maior ing  in  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion  w i th  the  Management  Opt ion .

One day whi ' le I  was jn the SUB, they had this Career Day. They had people

from the Border Patrol  and Customs, and several  other places. I  remember I

went to th is desk where the career of f icers were,  and I  got  to ta lk ing to one

of the recrui ters f rom Customs. I  asked him what the requirements for  Customs
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[emplg] f i I€rr t  were] .  He told me [ that ]  one of  the basic requirements [was]

that you had to take the FSEE test .  I  to ld h ' im that I  had alr :eady passed the

tes t , [ so ]he to ldmetosee l4 r .F ' i sher ,whoa t the t imewas theCh ' ie f

Inspector for  Customs. I  took his advjce and went and saw |v l r .  Fisher.  I  was

try ing to get away from Ft.  Bl iss at  th is t ime, because there was a reduct ion

in  fo rce  go ing  on ,  and there 's  no t  much secur i ty  [because]  you ' re  reduced

in  fo rce  or  reduced in  g rade.  A l l  tha t  was  tak ing  p lace  a t  F t .  B l i ss .  So

I went to La Tuna, the Border Patrol ,  and Customs r ight  about the same t ime.

When I  went  to  see Mr .  F isher ,  he  wasn ' t  there .  I  ca l led  severa l  t imes '

and Mr.  Fjsher was never in.  I  was determined to th ink that  they were t ry ing

to  g ive  me the  message tha t ,  "We don ' t  need you. "  But  I  kep t  ca l l ing  back .

F ina l l y  about  two weeks  la te r  I  go t  a  ho ld  o f  h im '  I  to ld  h im '  " I  wou ld  l i ke

to make an appl icat ion for  employment wi th you."  He said,  "Can you come down

th is  morn ing? I  can  in te rv ' iew you. "  I  was  up  a t  F t .  B l i ss ,  and i t  took  me

no t ime to go up to my supervjsor,  who was real ' ly  a nice person--Joe Smith--and

I  to ld  h im,  " I 'm go ing  down to  Customs fo r  an  in te rv iew. "  He was rea11y g1ad.

He sa id ,  "0h ,  go  ahead! "  So I  came out  to  Customs.  I  s ta r ted  ta lk ing  to  Mr .

F isher ;  he  gave me an app l ica t jon  to  f i l l  ou t .  [ l ^Jhen I  was  f in ished] ,  he  s ta r ted

look ing  over  the  app l ica t jon .  He sa id ,  "Can you come to  work  fo r  us  nex t

Monday?"  I  th ' i nk  th i s  was  in  the  m idd le  o f  the  week .  I  sa id ,  " I ' d  ] i ke  to

give a two week not ice where I  work novt,  because they've been nice to me. ' '

He  sa id ,  " t ^ le l l ,  I ' l l  l e t  you  g ive  them a  week 's  no t ' i ce ,  because we need you

r igh t  now. "  So I  s ta r ted  work ing  fo r  Cus toms in  
. |970.  The funny  th ing  about

i t ,  to  show you  ho t r  po f i t i ca l  [ j t  i s ]  to  ge t ' i n to  government  se rv ice ,  I  go t  a

la te ra l  t rans fer  to  Customs f rom Ft .  B l i ss .  But  be fore  th ' i s ,  I  had a l ready

submi t ted  an  app l ica t ion  to  Houston  th rough the  mai l .  Bu t  th is  was rea l l y  funny '

I  th ink :  I  had been work ing  fo r  Cus toms fo r  about  4  o r  5  months ,  and I  ge t  th is

app i  i ca t ion  back  f rom Houston .  I t  sa ' id ,  "We are  gra te fu l  tha t  you  are  seek ing
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employment wi th us,  but  at  the moment there are no vacancies."  And I  was al-

ready  work ing  here  in  E l  Paso!

Hhen you began working with Customs, did you feel  that  you were bejng treated

equa l  l y  on  tha t  job?

At  the  t ime,  I  rea ] ly  fe ' l t  tha t  I  was  be ing  t rea ted  equa l ly .  When I  came

to Customs, I  started as a guard.  Wben I  made my appl icat jon for  Inspectorn

even though i  was already in the Customs Service,  people were being brought

in  f rom the  ou ts ide  w i thout  any  C iv i ' l  Serv ice  s ta tus  to  f i l l  Inspec tor  pos i -

t , ions.  So I  made a formal gr ievance through our union, through Conor"r t run

tr{hi te.  I 'm rea' l ' ly  grateful  to Congressman l^Jhi te.  He took act ion,  and I  was

promoted to Inspector wi th in a very short  t ime af ter  I  made my gr ievance.

There are di  scr i rn i  natory pract i  ces w' i  th i  ng the Servi  ce.

Have you been the vict im of  these pract ices yoursel f ,  or  have you seen other

people who have been vict ims of  these pract ices?

I  don ' t  fee l  tha t  I  have been d ' i sc r im ina ted  [aga ins t ]  persona ' l ] y  [a f te r  th is

event that  I  just  descr ibedJ, but I  have seen other guys that I  fe l t  were

qual i f ied to be promoted to certa ' in posi t ions,  and they have been o,rer looked.

Th ls  {s  ny  own op in ion .

Do you th ink  tha t  there  are  e thn ic  and rac ia l  fac to rs  invo lved here?

Race and sex  bo thhave to  do  w ' i th  the  d isc r im ina torv  ZpraCi icesT.

How many Mexican Amer icans are working there now?

There  are  qu i te  a  few,  bu t  I  don ' t  know the  exac t  number .  In  re la t ion  to

how i t  used to  be  even l0  years  ago,  [ the  number  has  r j sen  s ign i f i can t ' l y ] .

For example,  we used to go to Jua'rez or Zaragosa frequent ly [when I  was a

kid] ,  and I  remember there were no l4exican Americans working on the border at

a l l .

Are  there  any  Mex ican Amer icans  who are ' in  any  superv isory  pos i t ' i ons  r igh t

now?

J :
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E: There  are  a  fe$J .  In  fac t ,  jus t  w i th in  the  las t  3  years ,  we 've  go t ten  2

supervisors who are Mexican Americans and we've gotten one Senior Supervisor

who is  a  Mex ican Amer ican.  We a ]so  have what  we ca l l  Sen ior  Inspec tors ,  and

I bel ieve there are 3 who are Mexican American.

Have you had any interest ing exper iences whi le you have been working at  the

border?

There  are  qu i te  a  few.  I  don ' t  know i f  you  rea l i ze  th is ;  a  lo t  o f  peop le  don ' t ,

In  fac t ,  I  d idn ' t  rea ' l i ze  th is  t i l  I  went  to  work  a t  the  br idge [myse l f ] .  There

are  separa te  agenc ies  I there ] .  There 's  In rn ig ra t ion ,  Cus toms,  d ld  Agr icu l tu re .

Most  peop le  th ink  i t ' s  one b ig  agency .  We have to  t ra in  [ fo r  the  o ther  agenc ies

al  so] .  I  work for  Customs, but I 'm trained for I rnnigrat ion and Agr; icul  ture.

I t ' s  des ignated  on  paper  i f  no th ing  e lse ,  tha t  I 'm an  Immigra t ion  Inspec tor

and a PQ Inspector.  And vice versa; the Immigrat ion and Agr icul ture inspectors

are cross-trained for Customs. A lot  of  incidents have happened with Immigra-

t ion  prob lems;  there  are  severa l .  The th ing  tha t  I  can  th ink  o f  now is  tha t

peop'le who are coming back from Juirez fwho are] from out of town are not used

to  com' ing  th rough the  Inspec t ion  Po in t .  They  jus t  can ' t  f igure  ou t  what 's  go ing

on .  I ' l l  ask  these  peop le  to  dec lane  the i r  c i t i zensh ip ,  d f ld  they ' ] l  sd ] r  "0h ,

my God.  I  l e f t  i t  a t  home. "  0 r  " I 'm  Mr .  Smi th  and  th is  i s  Mrs .  Smi th . "  Bu t

as  fa r  as  rea l l y  un ique exper iences ,  I  don ' t  rea l ' l y  remember  any .  I  have been

involved in several  f ights;  of  course, not too many of  those, [because] we try

to keep those doun to a minimum.

l^ lhat  are the f ights about?

Normal ly  [ they ' re  w i th ]  peop le  who ob jec t  to  be ing  inspec ted .  The major i t y

of  the people who come through the br idge are very,  very cooperat ive,  very nice.

I  l i ke  to  t rea t  peop le  l i ke  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  be  t rea ted .  I  t ry  to  be  as  fa i r

as I  can. But there are some people,  that  no matter what you do, no matter

how njce you try to be, or what you do, you're not going to sat isfy them. And

J :
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they ' re  no t  go ing  to  do  any th ing  to  he lp  you do  your  iob .  Ac tua : l l y '  [ tha t ' s ]

a l l  we, re  do ing- -en forc ing  the  law.  | ^ le  ge t  in  t roub le  w i th  peop le  who re fuse

to open their  t runk.  A lot  of  t imes, these people refuse to open their  t runk

for  a  reason.  E i ther  there 's  cont raband there ,  [o r  someth ing  e lse ] .  Las t  n jgh t ,

I  had one fel low that threatened me, said that  I  was going to lose my job'

that  he was going to report  me to the [service] .  He was a Mexican cj t izen'

Anyway, i t 's  a pol icy that  no matter what,  i f  you ask an indiv idual  to open

his t runk,  i t  has to be opened or his car remains there (and he remains there)

unt i l  such t ime as i t  is  opened. After th is fe l low threatened me so much, he

probab ly  thought  tha t  [ I  wasn ' t ]  go ing  to  g ive  up '  He had a  who le  fami ly  o f

i ] l ega l  a l i ens  [ i n  h is  ca r ] .  Bu t  j i ke  I  say ,  mos t  peop le  tha t  re fuse  to

open their  compartments or t runks do i t  for  a reason

J: Have You ever been of fered a br ibe?

E:  Yes .

J:  h lhat djd You do in that  instance?

The only t ime that I  remember being of fered money was when I  was interrogat ing

th . i s  ipd iv idua l  who had come across  w i th  a  loca l  card .  He was dr iv ing  a  n ice

new stat . ion wagon; he was we' l l  dressed. l , le are author jzed to look through any-

thing in the car or on the person at  the br idge, because we don' t  come under

Cons t i tu t iona lLaw 'wecomeunderMar i t imeLaw 'wh icha l lowsus tosearchwi th -

out a Warrant.  I  was looking through his papers and I  found evidence where

th is  fe l low had been work ing ' in  ch icago.  I  was  go ' ing  to  take  th js  fe l low

to the of f ice and turn him over to Immjgrat ion.  He says, " l ' la i t  a minute'

wa i t  a  m inu te !  I ' 11  g ive  you  $50 .00  i f  you  1e t  me go ' "  I  sa id '  "Qkay '  l e t ' s

go over to the of f ice."  He was happy, because [he thought that  I  was going to

accept the br ibe] .  I  went in there and told the Immigrat ' ion of f icer,  "This

fei low here has been work. ing in chicago, and he of fered me a $50.00 br ibe."

He lost  h is local  card and he was prosecuted for of fer ing a br ibe to a
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federa l  o f f i cer ,  wh ich  is  a  federa l  o f fense.

tJhat happens to these people i f  they are caught? ,

i f  they  are  prosecuted ,  they  can rece ' i ve  a  ja i l  sen tence,  F lus  a  f ine .  I f

they are a local  carder,  they can lose their  cards.

Is  there  any  s t ipu la t ion  tha t  they  can ' t  c ross  fo r  a  cer ta in  amount  o f  t ime?

0nce they lose their  local  card,  they cannot corne through. I  bel ieve they

have to wai t  a year before they can even apply for  another card.

Have you ever been proposi t ioned by a woman in order to t ry to smugg' le goods

or persons across the border?

Funny enough, the latest  smuggl ing that vre have encountered has been [by]

females.  Most of  them are young, at t ract ive,  and shorving a good port . ion

of their  body when they come through. I  was tel l ing my wife today about an

inc ident  tha t  happened las t  n igh t .  I  was  work ing  on  one o f  the  veh ic le

t ra f f i c  lanes ,  d rd  a  g i r l  came th rough in  [a  Ford ] .  I  l i ke  to  check  Fords

because they 've  go t  a  b ig  t runk .  You cou ld  pu t  a  bunch o f  s tu f f  in  there .

Th is  g i r l  go t  ou t ,  and boy ,  she  had no_th ing  on ,  a lmost !  She messed around and

opened her t runk,  real  n jce.  So I  checked under the seats and the trunk, be-

cause  I 'm  susp ic ' i ous  any  t ime I  see  a  g i r l  now.  So  I ' rn  check ing  th is  g i r l

ou t '  dhd  she says ,  "Boy ,  you ' re  rea1 ly  g ' i v ing  me the  t rea tment  ton igh t . "  I

sa id '  "0h ,  i t ' s  j us t  rou t ine  inspec t jon . "  She  sa id ,  "And  I 'm  so  t i red  ton igh t .

I  jus t  go t  o f f  o f  work . ' ,  I  asked her ,  "What  k ind  o f  work  do  you do?, ,  She

says, " I  work over at  the Topless Restaurant.  | , lhy don,t  you come

down and see me somet ime? I ' l l  g ive  you good serv ice .  I , l l  even g ive  you a

sneak  p rev iew o f  wha t  you '1 , |  see . "  She  pu t l s  down what  l i t t l e  f c lo th ing ]  she

had on  up  there .  I  sa jd  [ to  myse l f ] ,  , 'She,s  no t  t ry ing  to  pu l l  any th ing  on  me, , ,

[because]  I  had searched the  who le  car  by  th is  t ime.  I  sa id ,  "Okay . , '  I  to ld

my wife about that  today, and she just  fwondered what k ind of  th ing goes on at

the  br idge l  !
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From what you have seen, what is the most populaf  th ing being smuggled

across  the  br idge?

There are seasons for everything. Whenever they harvest the crop of  mari juana

in  Mex ico ,  they '11  sh ip  a  who le  supp ly  o f  i t  to  Ju t ' rez ,  d rd  they  ge t  peop le  to

br ing  i t  over .  There 's  a  cer ta in  t ime o f  the  year  when there 's  more  o f  a

supply.  I  bel ieve the lat ter  part  of  the year is when we get most of  the mari-

iuana cases .  But  there 's  a lso  a  few smugg l ing  cases  o f  l iquor ,  most ly  fo r

personal  use. There used to be a lot  of  i t  for  cornmercial  use. l 'here's also

hard drugs coming through. As far as i l legal  a ' l iens,  we don' t  get  too many

through the br idge. Most of  the smuggl ing of  a l iens is done up and down the

r iver .  0 f  course ,  the  same wi th  d rugs .  Th is  i s  my persona ' l  op ' in ion  aga in .

We work our ta i ls  of f  t ry ing to prevent contraband from coming in to the country,

and yet up and down the r iver i t 's  wide open, not manned. }{e don' t  have per-

sonne l  to  man i t .  In  fac t ,  we don ' t  have enough personne l  a t  the  br idge.  Every -

body complains about the long l ines.  In coppar ison to other ports,  we have no

personnel  here for  the amount of  t raf f ic  that  we get f rom Mexico. For instance,

in  T i juana,  they 've  go t  tw ice  as  many inspec tors  in  T i juana fo r  one br idge.

Here we've got the Cdrdova Br idge, the Paso del  Norte Br idge, and the Ysleta

Bridge, and we have hal f  the work force that San Ysidro has for one br idge.

So tha t  goes  to  show you how po l i t i cs  en ters  in to  th is  bus iness .  Laredo [has ]

one br idge and they've got more people than we have here in El  Paso. For some

reason, they have never been able to get the personnel  that 's required here in

E1  Paso .

Tha t ' s  chang ing ,  i sn ' t  i t ?

Persona l ly ,  I I  th ink ]  w i th  the  e lec t ions  o f  Congressmen go ing  on ,  they  have been

gett ing people lef t  and r ight .  I f  you not ice now when you go to Juarez,  more

of the lanes are open [when you come back].  But what actual ly happened, they

have gone out and hired 40 temporar ies.  These are not permanent personne' | .
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S ince  th is  who le  th ing  s ta r ted ,  I  th ink  they  have h i red  6  permanent  inspec tors

but we have to take into considerat ion that we get ret i rees,  we have people

transfer,  and we have people iust  qui t .  About two weeks ago we had a guy throw

his badge in the t rash can and go home. Then we get 40 temporar ies,  and this

is  my persona l  fee ' l ing :  I  be t  as  soon as  these e lec t ions  are  over ,  they ' re

go ing  to  te l l  these 40  temporar ies ,  "Okay ,  'bye . "  And we ' l l  have the  same amount

o f  peop le  o r  less  [on  the  jcb ] .  Our  work  load here  in  E l  Paso is  very  f la rge

for the amount of  personnel  that  we have].

That 's very interest ing.  I  wanted to ask you i f  you've ever been refused by

someone to be checked out because you were a Mexican American and they were

Angl o?

Yes. In fact ,  a ' lmost every day' i t  gets to the point  where everybody comes

acrossr jou check them out,  and i t 's  a lways the same thing. "You checked me

out ' cause  I 'm  Mex ican , "  o r  "You  checked  me ou t  ' cause  I ' ve  go t  long  ha i r , "  o r

"You  checked  me ou t ' cause  I 'm  b lack , "  o r  "You  checked  me ou t ' cause  I  d ress

funny."  But I  t ry to be as fa i r  as I  can. Nowadays you don' t  rea11y know

who i s  smugEl ing  and  who ' i s  an  hones t  c j t i zen ,  because  they  a1 l  l ook  a l i ke .

In  fac t ,  I ' ve  had peop le  te l l  me,  "Why do  you check  us?  You shou ld  be  check ing

the  c r im ina ls .  "  I  te l  I  them,  " l , Jha t  does  a  c r im ina l  look  I  j ke?"  And they  say ,

"You 've  go t  t ra in ing .  You  shou ld  know what  they  look  l i ke . "  No t  rea l ry ;  you

can ' t  rea l l y  te1 ' l  by  look ' ing  a t  a  person.  You can te l l  more  or  less  by  the

way he  ac ts ,  maybe.  When I 'm on  inspec t ion  du ty ,  I  ask  ques t ions  l i ke ,  "Where

are  you f rom?"  o r  "What  do  you do  fo r  a  l i v ing?"  A l l  th is  i s  in te r rogat ion

to  see the  reac t ion  o f  a  person.  Even a  smugg ler  w i l l  reac t  f lnornra11y ,  somet imes] ,

and v ice  versa ;  a  person tha t ' s  jus t  as  innocent  as  can be  w i l l  ge t  nervous

whi le  they ' re  be ing  ques t ioned by  a  law enforcement  o f f i cer .  So i t ' s  rea l1y

hard  to  d is t ingu ish  [be tween]  who a  lawbreaker  i s  and [who is  no t ] .

I  wanted to know i f  there have been any Ang' los who have come across the br idge
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who d idn ' t  want  you to  inspec t  the i r  car  because you were  Mex ican Amer ican.

I  had severa l  occas ions  where  they  looked down on me,  espec ia l l y  dur ing  the

Rodeo in February.  l , le got a] ' l  these cowboys here f rom East Texas, and back

there  there  is  s t i l l  a  lo t  o f  C iscr in ina t ion .  They  don ' t  want  any th ing  to

do w i th  Mex icans .  Anyway,  th is  one n igh t  I 'm s tand ing  a t  the  br idge,  and I

asked these 4  fe l lows in  the  car  to  dec la re  the i r  c i t i zensh ip .  They  were

rea ' l1y  insu l ted .  [Among themse lves ] ,  they  sa id ,  "Look  a t  th is  damn Mex ican

ask ing  us  fo r  ou r  c i t i zensh ip . "  I  wou ldn ' t  m ind  i f  they  had  sa id  i t  to  my

face,  l then  I  can  do  someth ing  about  i t ] .  Bu t  i t ' s  the  same th ing  on  the

other  s ide .  You ge t  Ch icanos  th rough here ,  and they  say ,  "P inche Ch icanos .

0nce you pu t  them in  any  pos i t ion  they  th ink  they ' re ' i t . "  So  when I  s ta r ted

here ,  I  fe l t  I  was  in  the  midd le .  You ask  a  g r ingo fo r  h is  c i t i zensh ip  and

he says, "Who the hel l  are you to ask me for my ci t izenship? ! ' lhat  do I  look

l i ke?"  Tha. t ' s  a  popu ' la r  answer .  I  go t  in  t roub le  one t ime fo r  answer ing ,

" I 'm no t  a l lowed to  te l l  you  what  you look  1 ike ,  ius t  te1 l  me your  c i t i zensh ip . "

I  was reported to my supervisor for  saying i t !  f laughter]  But we get i t  f rom

bcrth the Anglo s ide and the Mexican side, for  being [ei ther]  "Damn Mexicans"

o r  "p inche  Ch icanos . "  Bu t  i t  doesn ' t  bo ther  me,  as  long  as  I  fee l  tha t  I 'm

doing a good job;  and I  wi l l  keep on doing a good iob.  The pay I 'm gett ' ing

there ,  I  don ' t  th ink  I  wou ld  be  ge t t ing  anywhere  [e lse ]  he" re  inE l  Paso.

hlhen did you f i rst  hear the word "Chicano?"

I  remember  when I  was  a  l i t t le  k id  I  wou ld  hear  the  te rm Ch icano,  bu t  then i t

had a  d i f fe ren t  mean ing .  I f  anybody ca l led  me a  Ch icano,  i t  was  f igh t ing

words .  I t  was  a  d i r ty  word  then.  But  now,  I  th ink  i t  re la tes  to  a  cer ta in

segment  o f  soc ie ty .  I  don ' t  th ink  any th ing  bad about  i t  now.  In  fac t ,  I

be l ieve  tha t  i f  i t  hadn ' t  been fo r  the  Ch icano Movement  bo th  mi l i tan t  and

non-mi l i tan t ,  I  wou ' ldn ' t  be  in  the  pos i t ion  where  I  am now.  That  i s  the  on ly

reason tha t  the  minor i t ies  have been g ' i ven  an  oppor tun i ty  to  en ter  these f ie lds- -
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because of  a l l  the noise that has been maCe.

What  a re  your  fee ' l inEregard ing  the  B jcentenn ia l  as  a  Mex ican,Amer ican in

1976? Do you relate to any of  the so-cal led " founding fathers" of  the

country '  such as Washington, Jef ferson, and Adams?

I do. I  am real ly proud to be an American ci t izen. I  re late to mysel f  as

a Mexican American, but I  real ly am a proud American. I  real ly relate to

these heroes.

Do you relate to any histor ical  f igures in Mexican history?

In th is area, the ones that we hear the most of  are Pancho Vi l la and Zapata.

I 've always related to Zapata and Abelardo Gut i { r rer .

Do you carry on any Mexican customs in your home?

As fa r  as  the  home i tse l f ,  i t ' s  qu i te  a  mix tune.  W wi fe  i s  a  Mex ican Amer ican,

and our food is Mexican food, But as far  as the home i tsel f ,  i t 's  got  more of

an Anglo atmosphere.

Do you speak Spani sh at home?

Some.

Do your  ch i ' ld ren  speak  Span ish?

Yes.  My ch i ld ren  a l l  speak  Eng l ish  and Span ish .  When I  went  to  schoo l ,  I

d idn ' t  know any  Eng l ish ,  and I  remember  I  had I  a  lo t  o f ]  t roub le .  So we

have taught  [our ]  k ids  to  speak  Eng l ish  f i rs t .  I  don ' t  know i f  th is  i s  the

r ight  th ing to do, but my wife and I  decided that we were going to teach them

Engl ish  f i rs t  as  the  bas ic  language.  But  we a lso  teach them Span ish .  My th i rd

daughter  [ i s ]  ius t  as  [ f luen t ]  in  Span ish  as  in  Eng l ish ,  [because o f  the

B i l i ngua l  Educa t ion  p rogram in  the  pub l i c  schoo ' l s l .  She  i s  to ta l l y  b i l i ngua l .

My o lder  c laughters  a re  more  dominant  in  En31 ish .  [gu t ]  I  fee l  tha t  i t ' s  a

good th ing  fo r  my k ids  to  learn  bo th  Eng l ish  and Span ish .

I  want to thank you very much for the interview. I t 's  been very interest ing.

Thank you.
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