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E:

R :

( I n to r v i ow  w i t h  Be l6n  B -  Rob les ,  Ap r i l  26 ,  ) 916 ,  by  Jos6  Es t I ede . )

Be ldn ,  wou ld  you  l l ke  to  te l l  me  abou t  you r  backg round?

Yes ,  I ' l l  be  ve ry  g lad  to .  As  you  know,  I  am a  na t i ve  E ' l  Pasoan .  I  was  bo rn t

ra i sed ,  and  educa ted  i n  E . l  Paso ,  and  I ' ve  l i ved  he re  a l l  my  1 i f e .  I  come f rom

a rather  large fami ly .  There were 10 ch i ldren in  my fami ly ,  and I  was the

f i f th  ch i ld .  There were seven boys and three g i r1s,  a l though only  n jne of

us l i ved  to  adu l thood.  I1y  o ldes t  s js te r  d ' ied  wh i le  she was a  baby ,  so  tha t

the fami ly as I  knew i t  was seven brothers and two s" isters.  Both of  my par-

en ts  immigra ted  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  f rom M6x ico .  My fa ther  has  been l i v ing

in  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  s ince  
. |907 ;  

he  i s  a  na t i ve  o f  Cd .  Judrez ,  Ch ihuahua ,

M6x jco .  My  mother  immigra ted  to  the  Un i ted  S ta tes ' in  l917  dur ing  the  Revo lu -

t ion .  She came f rom the  c i ty  o f  Zacatecas ,  in  the  s ta te  o f  Zacatecas ,  M6x ico .

She had to  leave because o f  the  Revo lu t ion .  Her  fa ther  was a  min ing  eng ' ineer

in  tha t  town.

I  a t tended St .  I r la ry rs  Paroch ia l  Schoo l  i  n  E l  Paso,  and a t tended St .  Jo-

seph 's  H igh  Schoo l  one year .  I  comple ted  my h igh  schoo ' l  educat jon  a t  Bowje

High  Schho l .  I  mar r ied  Rami ro  Rob les  in  
. |953,  

and we w j l l  have been mar r ied

fo r  23  years  Augus t ' l s t .  InJe  have  th ree  ch i ld ren :  Mary  He len ,  who ' i s  a  iun io r

s tudent  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ok lahoma in  Norman;  Car los  Franc jsco ,  who gradu-

a ted  f rom Aust jn  H igh  Schoo l  las t  September  and is  p resent ly  a  member  o f  the

Armed Forces  w j th  the  A i r  Force  in  San Anton jo ;  and my youngest  boy ,  Rami ron

Jr . ,  i s  a  jun io r  s tuden t  a t  Aus t in  H igh  Schoo l .

You have been working for the U.S. Government for  several  years.

Yes .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  i  fee l  l i ke  I  am ready  fo r  re t i rement .  (Chuck les)

I  have been employed with the U.S. Government,  f i rst  by the Department of

Jus t ice ,  Immigra t ion  and Natura l ' i za t ion  Serv ice ,  fo r  l5  yeans .  Now I  have been

wi th  the  U.S.  Customs $erv ice ]  as  a  cus toms inspec tor  fo r  f i ve  years .

Do you have any interest jng exper iences that happened to you whi le you were

wi th  the  Immigra t ion  $erv ic$

F .

R:

E:
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R : t l l e l l .  I ' l l  t e l l  you ,  when  I  s ta r ted  work ing  w i th  immig ra t i on  I  was  ve ry  young i

I  was just  20 years of  age.  And actual  ly  my exper iences were real  ly  very re-

voa l i ns -  Shor t l y  a f te r  I  wen t  t oWork  the re ,  a ' f t hough  I  was  h i red  as  a  c le rk ,

I  was ca l led ' in  as an in terpreter  for  exc lus ion and depor ta t ion hear ings.  Ap-

parent ly  I  had l i ved  a  very  she l te red  1 i fe ,  because I  had no t  been exposed to

' l i f e  
as ' i t  ex is ted .  I  know tha t  on  many ,  many  occas ions ,  I  was  le f t  speech less

wi th  the  s i tua t ions  tha t  were  brought  fo r th  a t  these hear ings .  I  was  de ta ' i led

for  two months  to  work  w i th  the  inves t iga t ' ing  sec t ion  tha t  dea l t  w f th  the

persons  tha t  were  exc ludab le  on  the  bas is  o f  mora l ,  c r im ina l ,  o r  subvers ive

background. That was a very interest ing per iod.

You ment joned that you hadn' t  been exposed to the way things were in the real

wor ld .  f io  you be l ieve  tha f l  tha t rs  the  s j tua t ion  w ' i th  most  Mex ' i can  Amer icans?

That  j s  t rue ,  genera l l y ,  fo r  us  g i r ' l s ;  a t  leas t ,  my parents  were  very  s t r i c t '

to  the  ex ten t  tha t  my f r iends  were  l im j ted  to  my immedia te  ne ighborhood,  the

g ' i11s  and boys  tha t  I  j ved  in  my immed ' ia te  ne ighborhood.  i  cou tdn ' t  go  Tur ther

than one b lock  away f rom home.  In  h igh  schoo l ,  I  was  a lso  res t r i c ted  s t r i c t l y

to  ac t iv i t ies  dea l ing  6- i th l  and superv ised by  the  schoo l  o f f i c ia ls ,  so  tha t

the  range o f  peop le  f IJ  met  and dea l t  w j th  was very  l im i ted .

E:  You are  invo lved in  a  number  o f  ac t ' i v i t ies .  What  a re  some o f  the  ac t iv ' i t ies

tha t  you  are  ' invo lved ' in?

R:  We11,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  g ive  you a  background perhaps  as  to  what  made me become

so ' invo lved .  I  mar r ied  immed ia te ly  a f te r  I .g radua ted  f rom h igh  schoo l ,  and

my exper ience in  the  job  marke t  was  very  l im i ted .  I  d id  work  in  the  summers

and af ter  school  for  two years pr ior  to my graduat ion f rom high school .  Then

when I  go t  mar r ied ,  typ ica l l y  o f  the  H ispan ic  t r "ad i t ion ,  my husband was aga ' ins t

my  work ing  ou ts ide  o f  the  home.  He  fe l t  tha t  i t  was  an  jnsu l t  to  h is  mascu l i -

n i ty for  me to seek employment outside the home. So for two years af ter  I  got

mar r ied ,  I  d idn ' t  work .  However ,  w i th  the  l im i ted  income tha t  he  had,  and w i th

E:

R:
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t r .

R :

f am i l y  on  the  way ,  I  f e l t  t ha t  I  needed  to  supp lemen t  t he  i ncome.  And  a l t hough

when I  s tar ted I  thought  I  was going to  work for  two or  three years,  i t  ends

up  t ha t  I  am  s t i l l  un r k i ng .

But ,  you know,  a l l  rny l i fe  I  fe l t  that  I  was an Amer jcan c j t ' i zen,  and that

"J t lex ican"  was f l  t t  a c i t j ienihip.  However,  when I  decided to go to work,  I

f ound  tha t  I  was  be ing  c lass i f i ed  as  a  Mex ican  when  I  was  seek ing  emp loymen t .

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  re la te  a  ve ry  t raumat ' i c  expe r ience  tha t  I  had  w i th  a  company

here in  El  Paso,  a  major  company.  I  had an appointment  to  see the personnel

o f f i ce r  o f  t ha t  company .  I  wa lked  i n  (and  i t  so  happened  tha t  t h ' i s  j s  a  l a rge

company ) ,  and  they  had  a  recep t i on i s t  i n  t he  l ower  1obby .  When  I  wa lked  j n '

she  ca l l ed  me  ove r  t o  he r  desk  and  asked  me  wha t  I  wan ted  and  i f  she  cou ld  as -

s is t  me.  When I  jn formed her"  that  I  had an appointment  wi th  the personnel  mana-

g€ r ,  she  i n fo rmed  me  tha t  t hey  d id  no t  h j re  Mex icans ,  excep t  as  e leva to r  g i r l s

o r  cooks .  I  was  ve ry  d i s tu rbed ;  and  a l t hough  I  was  g ran ted  the  i n te rv iew  w i th

the  pe rsonne l  manager ,  i t  was  obv ious  tha t  I  was  no t  go ing  to  be  h i red .  I t  was

at  th is  t ime that  I  became aware that  even though I  was born and ra jsed here

and  fe l t  a l l  my  a l l eg iance  to  the  Un i ted  S ta tes ,  because  o f  my  ances t r y  I  was

cons ide red  a  Mex ican .

Wha t  yea r  was  th i s ,  Be l6n?

Th is  was  i n  
.1955 .  

I  f i na l l y  f ound  a  j ob  i n  a  rea l  es ta te  o f f j ce  as  a  recep t i on -

i s t  and  sec re ta ry .  However ,  I  became aware  o f  t he  s i t ua t i on  tha t  ex i s ted  i n

E l  Paso ,  6^ i l  I  ce r ta ' i n1y  d ' i dn ' t  wan t  t he  same s j t ua t ' i on  to  a f fec t  my  ch i l d ren .

So  sho r t l y  t he rea f te r  I  j o i ned  the  LULAC o rgan iza t i on .  I  have  been  ve ry ' i n -

vo l ved  w i t h  t he  o rgan i za t i on  a t  t he  l oca l ,  s t a te ,  and  na t i ona l  l eve l .  I  have

t r i ed  to  i nvo l ve  myse l f  w i th  o rgan iza t ' i ons  tha t  w i l l  bene f i t  t he  commun i t y  and ,

o f  cou rse ,  my  fam i l y .

A re  you  p resen t l y  ho ld ing  any  na t i ona l  o f f i ce  w i th  the  LULAC?

Yes .  A t  t he  l as t  na t i ona l  conven t i on  he ld  i n  M i lwaukee ,  W iscons jn ,  I  was

F .

R:
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t r .

R:

e ' l ec ted  to  the  pos i t i on  o f  Na t i ona l  V i ce  P res iden t  f o r  t he  sou thwes t  reg ion ,

wh i ch  i s  t he  second  h iqhes t  pos i t i on  i n  ou r  na t i ona l  o rgan i za t i on .  I n  o the r

words ,  I  am the  f j r s t  v i ce  p res iden t .

I t  seems  to  me  tha t  i n  you r  case ,  be ing  a  fema le  and  o f  Mex ican  Amer i can  an -

ces t r yo  i t  makes  i t  even  ha rde r  fTo  reach  such  a  pos i t i o rv ,  o r  does  i t ?

Joe ,  I  am go ing  to  be  ve ry  f rank  w i th  you .  The  women  o f  H ispan ' i c  ances t r y  o r

Span ish  descen t  have  pe rhaps  a  ha rde r  t ime ' i n  ob ta jn ing  equa l  oppor tun j t i es

because  o f  t he  mach ismo tha t  p reva i ' l s  among  the  H ispan ic .  Now,  I  am no t  f o r

do ing  away  w f th  the  i dea l  and  concep t  o f  t he  man  be ing  the  head  o f  t he  house -

ho ld .  I  be l ' i eve  tha t  once  you  a re  ou ts ide  o f  you r  home,  e i t he r  emp loyed  o r

i nvo l ved ' i n  c i v j c  o rgan i za t i ons ,  t hen  I  be l i eve  a  pe rson - -whe the r  i t  be  a

woman  o r  man- -shou ld  be  a f fo rded  the  oppor tun i t y  t o  be  emp ' l oyed  i n  a  pos i t ' i on

tha t  he  o r  she  f i t s  t he  qua l i f i ca t i ons  f o r ,  e i t he r  i n  emp loymen t  o r  / ' : nJ

o f f j ce  ho ld i ng  o rgan i za t i ons ,  acco rd ing  t o  he r  o r  h i s  capab i l i t i e s .  Now '

the  LULAC ' i s  composed  o f  peop le  o f  F lex i can  and  La t i n  ances t r y ,  and  you  know

tha t  I  r an  f o r  p res iden t  j n  1970 .  I  f e l t  I  was  t he  bes t  qua l i f i ed ,  and  I

wou ld  say  the  ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  peop le  fe l t  t ha t  I  was  the  bes t  qua l i f i ed .

However ,  they a l l  fe l t  that  they weren ' t  qu i te  ready to  have a woman as a

na t j ona l  p res iden t .  I  do  be l ' i eve  tha t  we  have  made  g rea t  s t r i des ,  because

as  I  s ta ted ,  t h i s  yea r  I  was  ab le  to  ge t  myse l f  e lec ted  to  f i r s t  na t i ona l

v i ce  p res iden t .

Do  you  fee l  t ha t  women  a re  ge t t i ng  ahead  a t  t h i s  po in t?  Wha t  i s  you r  f ee f i ng

on  women ' s  l i be ra t i on?

[ , ' le l l ,  to  be t ru thfu l ,  I  be l ieve we have made some progress,  but  I  fee l  that

the progress has been veryr  VeFJl  s low.  In  the f ie ld  of  emp' loyment ,  I  would

l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  t ha t  mos t  o f  ou r  p rog ress  has  been  s t r i ck l y  t oken ism.  I

wan t  t o  te1 ]  you  tha t  s jnce  I  have  been ' i nvo l ved  fo r  a l l  t hese  many  yea rs ,

I  f i nd  t ha t  t he  counse l i ng  a t  t he  schoo l  l eve l  i s  s t i l l  no t  a l 1 -encompass ing

t r .

R:
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E:

R:

fo r  t he  fema le .  I n  o the r  words ,  women  jn  h jgh  schoo l  a re  s t i l l  be ing  channe led

in to  the  f i e lds  o f  educa t i on  and  nu rs ing .  And  the  way  I  see  i t ,  why  nu rs ing

and not  in to the medica l  f ie ld  of  doctors and dent js ts? you- f inaTTfra- f7-u. rv

fewwomen are  be ing  encouraged to  go  in to  the  f ie lds  o f  sc ience,  eng ineer ing ,

even  in to  the  f je ld  o f  mathemact i cs .  You  f ind  tha t  in  schoo ls ,  pa r t i cu la r l y

in  our  low income areas ,  g i r l s  a re  no t  be ing  encouraged to  en ter  h igher  edu-

ca t ion .  They  a re  s t i l l  be ing  t ra ined  in to  the  bus iness  a rea ,  wh ich  w i l l  l ead

them to  be  c le rks  and secre tar ies .  So I  th ink  we have a ' long  way to  go  ye t .

I t  s t i l l  comes down to  the  bas ic  concept  o f  our  soc ie ty ,  tha t  women w i l l

be  mar r ied  and w i l l  have a  husband to  suppor t  them.  tTh i i l  i s  a  very  fa l l ib le

theory,  because you f ind so many women that decide not to marry.  Further,  .You

f ind so many women that marry,  and the' i r  marr iage doesn' t  work,  so they end up

be ' ing  head o f  the j r  househo ld .  Then you a lso  f ind  tha t  so  many women out l i ve

men,  and so  consequent ly  they  are  faced w i th  hav ing  to  be  the  head o f  the i r

househo lds .  So I  th jnk  soc ie ty  as  a  who le  has  to  rev ise /T tVmethod o f  th ink-

ing  and recogn ize  the  fac t  tha t  women have to  be  t ra ined to  be  se l f -suppor t ing .

I ' ve  been hear ing  la te ly  about  the  Mex ican Amer icans  t ry ing  to  keep the" i r  cu l -

tu re  w i th in  the  Amer ican  soc ie ty .  Do  you  th ' i nk  th i s ' i s  a  good  idea ,  o r  shou ld

they  b lend ' in  w i th  the  Ang lo  por t ion  o f  soc ie ty?

You know,  Joe,  I  am very  much fo r  keep ing  many o f  our  cu l tu ra l  t rad ' i t ions .  We

have been very  h igh ly  c r i t i c i zed  fo r  ho ld ing  our  fami ly  in  such a  sacred  pos i -

t ion .  That  i s  one th ing  I  wou ld  no t  l i ke  to  have us  do  away w ' i th .  I  do  no t

be l ieve  in  the  concept  o f  the  mel t ing  po t .  I  heard  a  very  appropr ia te  s ta te -

ment  the  o ther  day  wh ich  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  repea t  a t  th i s  t ime :  I t  i sn ' t  poss ib le

to  take  a l l  the  peop le  tha t  come in to  th js  g rea t  na t ion  o f  ours  and pu t  them

in to  a  mel t ing  po t ,  because when the  po t  s tops  bo i l ing ,  the  scum wi l l  sur face .

I t  i s  so  much be t te r  i f  they  permi t  these peop le  f rom a l l  the  count r ies  tha t

come in to  our  count ry  to  cont r ibu te  o f  themse lves  as  jnd iv idua ls ,  and thereby



ROBLES

you w i ' l l  have a  cont r ibu t ion  in to  our  soc ie ty  f rom a l1  peop les '  regard less  o f

race--whether  they are b lack or  brown or  whi te  or  ye ' l ' low--and i t  w i l l  weave

in to  a  beau t i f u l  t apes t r y .  I t  w i l l  be  more  enhanc ing  to  ou r  soc ie t y  i f  t he

domjnant  major i ty  is  wi l l ing to  accept  us for  what  we arewor thand what  we

can cont r ibu te  as  ind jv idua ls .  I  am very  much for  keep ing our  t rad j t ions.

I  fee l  very  s t rong ly  tha t  a  person tha t  speaks  two languages ' i s  fa r  ahead o f  a

person  tha t  i s  ab le  to  speak  on ' l y  one  language .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  b r ing  ou t  a t

th is  po in t  tha t  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  is  the  on ly  count ry  in  the  wor ld  tha t  w i l l

recogn ize  a  person Nho/  speaks  on ly  one language to  be  educated .  In  every

other country,  i f  you are an educated person, Vou are expected to speak at

leas t  fou r  to  seven  languages .  Th js  j s  a  mark  o f  educa t ion ,  excep t ' i n  the

Uni ted  Sta tes .

i  was going t i lbr-ng out somethfng e- lsE,-Joe, fur-youi  coni iOeiai ion.  ihat

' is  the fact  that  back in 1962 and 
.1963 

I  rnras very much involved with the drop-

ou t  s j tua t ion  in  the  E l  Paso  a rea .  I  found  ou t  tha t  young  g i r l s ,  pa r t i cu la r l y

o f  H ispan i .c  background,  were  dnopp ing  ou t  a t  a  h igher  pace than were  young

boys .  Th is  w i l l  b r ing  back  the  fac t  tha t  our  g ' i r l s  a re ' less  prepared.  And to

a  cer ta in  ex ten t ,  th ' i s  goes  back  to  fami ly  t rad ' i t ion ,  tha t  i f  a  g i r f  i s  needed

at  home to  baby-s i t  o r  to  he lp  a round the  house,  she is  taken ou t  o f  schoo l

fo r  th is  purpose- -w i th  the  thought  in  mind  tha t  the  g i r l  does  no t  need to  be

educated .  So consequent ly ,  s ince  our  popu la t ' ion  in  the  E l  Paso area  cons is ts

o f  rough ly  60  percent  o f  persons  o f  Span ish  surname,  you can rea l i ze  the  impact

tha t  th is  a t t i tude  w i l l  have on  our  soc ie ty  in  the  area .  That  i s  why  cer ta in

th ings  o f  our  cu l tu re  have to  be  rear ranged,  rea ' l l y ,  because we are  go ing  to

have to recognize that young gir ls need the educat ' ion as much as young boys.

I  th ' i nk  ano ther  a rea  i s . . .  0 f  course ,  th i s  had  changed  cons iderab ly ,  bu t

genera l l y  when young boys  and g i r l s  app l ied  fo r  scho la rsh ips ,  boys  were  g iven

pre ference over  the  g i r l s ,  w i th  the  thought  in  mind  tha t ,  o f  course ,  the
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educa t i on  needed  by  the  young  man  was  more  necessa ry  than the :need  o f  t he  g i r l .

L j ke  I  say ,  i n  recen t  yea rs  we  have  changed  tha t .

You ment ioned that  E l  Paso is  composed of  60 percent  i lex ican Amer icans.  What

caused the Mexican American to be a minori ty when they're actual ly a maiori ty

i s  th i s  c i t yn  as  fa r  as  runn ing  the  c i t y?

To  be  t ru th fu l  w i th  you ,  i t ' s  tha t ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  the  Mex jcan  Amer ican  has

s t i l l  to  f ind  h ' i s  p ' lace  jn  the  area  o f  bus ' iness .  You s t i l l  f ind  very  few

Mex ican Amer jcans  tha t  have pos i t ions  o f  respons ib i l i t y  in  the  area  o f  f inance.

You f ind that as a whole,  the Mex' ican American has yet to make an impact in the

area of  money power.  I t  is  unfortunate,  but  money has a lot  to do with the

pos i t ion  o f  a  par t i cu la r  segment  o f  our  soc ie ty .  I t  has  no t  been un t i l  recent

years that  the Mexjcan American has been able to make a few str ides in that

d j rec t ' ion .  I  don ' t  know i f  you  reca l l ,  bu t  our  o rgan ' i za t ion  was very  ins t rument -

a l  back  in  1967 and 
. |968.

Tha t ' s  the  LULAC organ iza t ion?

Yes.  1T{ i  focussed in to  the  prob lem o f  the  Mex ican Amer ican minor i ty  lack ing

the techn' ical  assi  stance to go j  nto these f  j  e l  ds.  fhelr i i  ver i i fv  ot  texas

at  E l  Paso fo r  many years  d iscouraged persons  o f  l lex jcan  descent  f rom pursu ino

degrees  in  the  area  o f  bus ' iness  admjn is t ra t ion .  There  was no  marke t ,  there

was no  p ' lace  fo r  them in  the  labor  marke t .  The banks  wou ld  no t  h i re  them'  the

sav ings  and loans  wou ld  no t  h i re  them.  I t  was  no t  un t i l  
. l967  

when we proposed

to  the  f inanc ia l  i ns t i tu t ions  tha t  i f  they  d idn ' t  need  to  h i re  us ,  we  d idn ' t

want to force them to hire us.  Al l  we wanted was the opportuni ty to compete

w ' i th  them.  And to  avo id  th is  conrpet i t ion ,  they  s ta r ted  open ing  the i r  doors  to

us .  But  p r io r  to  tha t ,  you  hard ly  ever  found any  Ntex ' i can  Amer ican in  any  pos i -

t ion  o f  respons ib i l i t y  w i th  a  bank .  I  th ink  there  was one bank  in  E l  Paso tha t

had a  v ' i ce  p res ident  /Tnat  was  Mex ican Amer ica f l ,  bu t  tha t  was  j t .  I  haven ' t

made any  surveys  recent ly ,  bu t  the  sav ings  and loans  are  s t i l l  d ragg ing  the ' i r

E :
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fee t  in  tha t  a rea .

So you can see,  the  Mex ican Amer icans  were  no t  o f fe red  th js  oppor tun i ty '

and they  lack  the  techn ica l  know-how o f  how to  go  about  es tab ' l i sh ing  the i r  own

banks ,  do jng  the  feas jb i ' l i t y  surveys  fo r  any  bus jness  en terpr ise  tha t  they

wanted to go into.  Then, consequent ly,  very few of  the Mexican Americans were

ab le  to  become rea l l y  a f f luen t  in  the  communi ty .  Up un t " i1  very  recent lVr  wB

didn' t  have very many doctors.  We have been doing pret ty good w' i th the law-

yers .  But  we have very  few eng ineers  and CPA's .  I t  has  on ly  been jn  recent

years that  the Mexican American has rea11y had the opportuni ty to go into the

bus iness  and pro fess ' iona l  f ie lds .  So,  consequent ly ,  tha t  i s  what  has  kept  our

peop le  back ;  and a lso  the  fac t  tha t  in  the  E l  Paso area ,  we have a  cons tan t

immigra t ion  f rom M6x ico .

Do you fee l  tha t  th ' i s ' immigra t ion  has  an  impact  on  the  soc ' ie ty  a l ready  in  E l

Paso?

I  th ink  so ,  ve ry  de f in ' i t e l y .  Because  you  w i l l  f i nd  tha t  w j th in  the  las t  40

years ,  the  on ly  immigrants  tha t  we ge t  f rom M6ixco  are  the  persons  w i th  a  l i -

m i ted  educat ion ,  and l - i i t i l  the  need to  go ' in to  another  count ry  to  f ind  employ-

ment .  In  o ther  words ,  the  on ly  peop le  tha t  we are  ge t t ing  f rom M6x ico  are  the

peop ' le  tha t  a re  unsk i l led ,  N i th  t  very  f  im i ted  educat ion ,  and thereby  a  very

low earn ing  capac i ty .  Th is  pu ts  a  d ra in  jn to  our  labor  marke t .  These peop le

come in and they're not t ra ined to do very much, so they have to go into the

unsk i l l ed  jobs .  Consequen t l y ,  th rough  the i r  l ack  o f  educa t ion ,  the i r  v iews  on

the  fami ly  and communi ty  a re  qu ' i te  d i f fe ren t  f rom those o f  us  tha t  have l i ved

here  fo r  a  longer  per iod  /o f  t ime/ .

You ment joned UTEP not  o f fe r ing  /oppor tun ' i t ies ' in  cer ta jnT t ie lds  fo r  Mex ican

Amer icans .  I t ' s  s t i l l  t ha t  way  to  th i s  day ,  as  fa r  as  the  po l i t i ca l  i nvo lve -

ment  o f  Mex ican  Amer jcans  w i th  the  Un ive rs i t y ' i t se1 f .  I t  i s  s t i l l  under  the

d ic ta to rsh ip  o f  Dr .  Ternp le ton .  I t ' s  go t  a  Ch icano Movement  go ing  on  a t  the

E:
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Un ive rs i t y ,  t r y i ng  to  remedy  th i s  s i t ua t i on .  Do  you  fee l  t ha t  t h " i s  movemen t

is  he lp ing any? h jhat  are your  v iews on the Chicano l4ovement?

Let  me put  i t  to  you th ' is  way:  I  fee l  that  the young people have a lo t  to

contr ibute.  I  don ' t  a lways agree wi th  the way they do th ings,  but  I  do fee l

that  i t  js  someth ing necessary,  for  them to focus to  us the problems as they

see them.  Some o f  us  tha t  have been invo lved in  the  area  o f  c iv i l  r igh ts  and

equal  employment opportuni ty for  the Mexican Amerjcan have l ived with the prob*

lems fo r  so  long tha t  we can ' t  see  the  t rees  fo r  the  fo res t ;  and a  young person

jus t  beg inn ing  to  l i ve  can zero  ' in  on  the  prob ' lems more  read i l y  than we can.

0 f  course ,  you  know tha t  w i th  o ld  age,  we k ind  o f  me l low.  And o f  course ,  my

way o f  do ing  th ings ,and the  genera ' l  p r inc ip les  o f  the  LULAC organ iza t ion  tha t

I  belong to,  has always been a peaceful  way and through the conference table.

However,  the young people are more aggressjve and they want change now. I  want

to  s ta te  aga in  tha t  wh i le  I  don ' t  a lways  agree w j th  the  way they  go  about  ac-

compl i sh ing  changes ,  I  do  agree  w i th  the i r  b r ing ing  ou t ' i n to  the  pub l i c  the

prob lems tha t  ex is t .  I  know tha t  the  Un ivers j ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso has  a  lo t

o f  p rob lems,  ma in ly  because they  have re fused to  recogn ize  tha t  the  E l  Paso

area js  a  b j f ingua l ,  b icu ' l tu ra l  a rea ,  and /Thd have re fused to  s ta f f  the  Un i -

vers ' i t y  w i th  b i l ingua l ,  b icu l tu ra l  ins t ruc to rs  and pro fessors .  The few good

professors that  we have had of  Mexican ancestry have lef t .  They have stayed

for  a  shor t  wh i le  because the  es tab l i shment  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  had fa i led  to

recogn ize  the i r  po ten t ia l  and the i r  con t r ibu t ion .

I  don ' t  want  to  insu l t  the  LULAC,  bu t  I  heard  a  s ta tement  the  o ther  day  a t  the

Univers i ty .  One o f  the  Ch icanos  /who is7  very  ac t ive  w i th  the  Ch icano organ i -

za t ions  up  there  was say ing  tha t  the  LULAC is  more  or  less  
- -  

a  soc ia l  ga ther ing

for women to go dr ink Coffee and get together,  jn contrast  to what the Chicano

Movement  i s  t ry ing  to  accomp' l i sh .  What  a re  your  fee l ings  about  th is?

Wel l ,  I  have no  one to  b lame but  the  LULAC organ iza t ion  fo r  th is ,  because I  have
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a ' lways  fe l t  t ha t  ou r  pub l i c  re la t i ons  w i th  the  genera l  pub l i c  have  been  ve ry

poor -  l l l e  have  fa i l ed  to  d i ssemina te  the  p rope r  i n fo rma t ion  to  the  peop le .  How-

ever ,  th is  / i ta tement  that  was madeT couldn ' t  be fur ther  f rom the t ru th.  The

s' i tuat ion is that  in order for  us to carry 6r i l  many of  our programs--both c iv ic

and char i tab le  p rograms- -we need to  f inance them.  Consequent ly ,  we re ly  on  the

pub l ic  to  acqu i re  these funds .  Most  o f  our  funds  are  ra ised  by  sponsor ing  the

F ies ta  de  las  F lo res ,  wh ich  draws a t  leas t  f i f teen  to  twenty - f j ve  thousand do l -

la rs  f rom the  communi ty  fo r  our  var ious  prograns ,  fo rJ  th rough dances  and

ra f f les ,  and what  have you.  Th is  j s  what  the  newspaper  w i )1  pub l i c ize .  However ,

as  long as  I  have been in  the  organ iza t ion ,  the  LULAC has  been very  fo rce fu l  in

many areas. I f  we went through our records,  Jou would /Ee able to see that7"

You w i l l  f ind  tha t  we have been very  ac t ive  in  the  area  o f  hous ing  fo r  the  Mex i -

can Amer ican,  tha t  we have been very  ac t ive  in  the  area  o f  c iv i l  r igh ts .

Now, Joe, f : t  /  bothers me / ihag some of the Chicanos fTeel  we are a so-

c ia l  c lub ,  becauseT LULAC was here  and f igh t ing  s ince  
. |929,  

when i t  was  no t  popu-

la r  to  go  fo r  c iv i l  r igh ts .  You w i l l  f ind  tha t  the  LULAC organ iza t ion  has  taken

many of  i ts  cases as far  up as the Supreme Court .  I t  was through the LULAC or-

ganizat ion and the ef for t  of  our at torneys that we were able to have a mandate

' issued to the state of  Texas whereby Mex' ican Amen' icans were al lowed to s i t  in

ju r ies .  Now,  you ' re  re la t i ve ly  young and you f - robab l f i  don ' t  reca l l ,  bu t  there

was a  t jme when a  Mex ican Amer ican was no t  a l lowed to  s i t  in  ju r ies .  A lso ,  vve

have gone to  cour t  on  many cases  o f  d jsc r im ' ina t ' ion  in  educat ion .  In  the  s ta te

0 f  .Texas , : there  are  many areas  where ,  up  to  10  yearg  ago. ,  the j  s t i l l  had  seqre+ r

ga ted  schoo ls  fo r  the  Mex jcan Amer ican.  In  the  s ta te  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  we fought

cases  where  the  Mex ican Amer ican ch j ld ren  were  be jng  labe led  as  re ta rded because

they  were  no t  ab le  to  speak  Eng l ish ;  we had to  take  tha t  to  cour t .  In  the  area

of equal  opportuni ty employment,  LULAC has been very involved for many years"
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So aga in  I  say ,  to  a  g rea t  degree  i t  j s  ou r  inab j l i t y  to  in fo rm the  pub l i c

exact ly as to what LULAC has been doing. Unfortunately,  j t  has always been the

pof icy  tha t  the  pub l ic  w j l l  know by  resu l ts  ra ther  than /5 'y  u i  go ing  ou t  and

too t ing  our  own horns .

Th' is ' indiv jdual  d id make one posi  t ive /domment] .  The Chicanos are very pl  eased

wi th  LULAC fo r  the  scho larsh ips  tha t  ' i t  o f fe r { .

Yes ,  /6u t  i t ' s7  no t  jus t  a  few scho larsh ips .  l , , le  have seven adu l t  counc j l s  in  the

cj ty brope[of  r t  Paso, and one counc j l  a lone gav--33 SchoTa-r 'shiBs. t  at-so 
-want

to point  out , ,  and I  am very proud of  th is because i  happen to be Nat jonal  Vice

Cha i rperson fo r  the  Nat iona l  LULAC Educat iona l  Serv ice  Center  ( th is  i s  a  na t ion-

a l  board ,  na t jona l  corpora t ion ,  tha t  acqu i red  mon ies  fo r  scho la rsh ips  fo r  Ch i -

canos) ,  th is  money is  d issern ina ted  to  deserv ing  s tudents th roughout  the  count ry .

Pr io r  to  my be ing  appo in ted  to  the  board  las t  October  l s t ,  these scho larsh ips

were  issued th rough the  var ious  serv ice  centers  tha t  we have th roughout  the

country.  Unfortunately for  the res' idents of  El  Paso, the two centers for  Texas

Fr i l  in  Houston  and Corpus  Chr is t j .  As  fa r  as  we are  concerned,  they  cou ld

be in  the  moon.  We11,  when I  went  jn to  the  board ,  my suggest jon  was tha t  th is

money  be  d jssemina ted  th rough  the  loca l  counc ' i l s ,  and  th is ' i s  the  way  i t  i s  go -

ing  to  be .  In  o ther  words ,  j f  the  counc i l  i ssues  ten  thousand  do l la rs  in

scho larsh ips ,  then the  Nat iona l  Educat jon  Serv jce  Center  w i l l  match  i t "  So  the

community wi '11 benef j t  by gett ' ing twenty thousand dol lars rather than ten thou-

sand do l la rs  in  scho la rsh ' ips .  But  I  wou ld  say  tha t  th rough the  many years  tha t

LULAC had been in  ex is tence (s ince  1929,  mind  you,  and in  the  c i ty  o f  E1 Paso

s ' ince  
. |930) ,  

we have g iven thousands and thousands o f  scho la rsh ips  to  deserv ing

s tudents .

That ' s  wonder fu l .  You ta lked  about  b i ' l i ngua l  educat jon .  What  a re  your  fee l ings

on b i  I  i  ngua l  educat ion?

I  be l ' ieve  tha t  the  concept  i s  exce l len t .  Unfor tunate ly ,  our  schoo l  sys tem has

t r .
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f a i l ed  t o ' imp lemen t ' i t  p rope r l y .  He re  i s  t he  s i t ua t i on ;  I  s t a ted  i t  t o  you

LTe fo rQ  and  I ' l l  s ta te  aga in  why  b i f  i ngua ' l  educa t i on  i s  so  ' impor tan t  i n  E l  Paso .

We have  th i s  cons tan t ' immig ra t i on ,  and  ch j l d ren  come in to  the  coun t r y  no t  know-

ing  any Engl ish  a t  a l l .  Then you have the s i tuat ion o f  the Mex ican Amer ican

people coming into areas where they have th ' ings in common, /where the Mexican

cu l tu re  i s  kep ! ;  in  o ther  words ,  where  most  o f  the  Mex ' i can  Amer icans  l i ve .

So the  ch i ld ren  and adu l ts  a l l  a round there  speak  on ly  Span ish .  So you have a

young s tudent  whose l i fe  has  been opened th rough the  Span ' i sh  language.  ' vJhen

a  ch j ld ' i s  f i ve  o r  s i x  years  o ld  and  he  goes  to  schoo l ,  the re  a re  so  many  th ings

to  lea rn .  He  has  to  lea rn  to  pay  a t ten t ion ,  he  has  to  lea rn  to  s i t  s t i l l '  he

has  to  leann to  ab ide  by  the  ru les  and regu la t ions  o f  the  c lassroom.  A l l  th is

i s  good  and  we l l ,  bu t  i f  the  ch i ld  i s  a lso  hav ' ing  to  lea rn  a  language  tha t  i s

d i f fe ren t  f rom tha t  wh ich  he  is  used to  a t  home,  j t  can  be  very  t raumat ic .  I f

the  schoo l  was  to ' imp ' lement  a  rea l  b i l ingua l  p rogram,  where  a  young ch ' i ld  s ta r t -

ing  schoo l  cou ld  be  g radua l l y  taken  jn to  the  Eng l i sh  language ,  then  i t  wou ld  be

very  benef ic ja ' l  .  Bu t  un for tunat ' ley  the  schoo l  sys tem is  no t  do ing  th is .  I  was

very  d is tu rbed when leg is la t jon  was passed requ i r ing  schoo l  sys tems f toJ

h i re  b i ' l i ngua l  teachers ;  and ' ins tead  o f  h j r i ng  b i l i ngua l  teachers ,  the  schoo l

sys tem o f fe red  the  non-Span ish  speak ing  teachers  a  c rash  course  o f  s ix  weeks

to  teach them Span ' i sh ,  and tha t  wou ld  qua l i f y  them as  b j l ingua l  teachers .  I t

j s  rea l l y  a  fa rce .  i  fee l  tha t  very  few communi t ies  have rea l l y  been ab le  to

deve lop  a  t ru ly  b i l ingua l  p rogram.  I  th ink  tha t  i f  i t  was  to  be  deve loped pro-

per ly ,  i t  cou ld  be  a  g rea t  advantage to  our  communi ty .

That ' s  t rue ,  bu t  even to  th js  da te  Mex jcan Amer icans  tend to  be  taken in to  f ie lds

o f  techn jca l  vocat ion  ra ther  than wh i te  co l la r  /F ie lds ,  such as  doc tors  o r

' lawyersl. 
l , ' lhat i  s your f eel ' ing on school s do j ng thi s?

R :  l n l e l l ,  I  am  the  f i r s t  one  t o  ag ree  t ha t  no t  a l l  o f  us  a re  co l l ege  ma te r i a l .  I

f ee l  t ha t  t he re  i s  a  g rea t  need  fo r  p rope r  techn ica l  and  t ra in ' i ng "  However ,  I

12
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t h ink  tha t  t he  b igges t  f a l ' l acy  has  been  to  ca tego r i ze  a l l  Mex ican  Amer i cans  as

be ing  capab le  on l y  o f  t r a i n i ng  i n  t hese  f j e l ds .  Th i s ,  I  t h j nk ,  i s  whe re  we

have  the  p rob ' l em.  In  o the r  words !  ou r  schoo ls  have  been  unab le  to  i den t j f y  and

proper ly  counse l  schoo l  ch j ld ren  in  the  proper  d i rec t ' ion .  7E 'owevef ,  I  th ink

there  has  been t remendous s t r ides ' in  tha t  d i rec t ion ,  because when I  was  in  h igh

schooJ,  I  never  saw a  counse lor .  You never  saw a  counse lor  un less  you were  in

t roub le .  I  don ' t  fo rge t  the  fac t  tha t  a f te r  I  had go t ten  ou t  o f  schoo l  and be-

came invo lved w i th  the  LULAC organ iza t ion ,  I  was  named cha ' i rman o f  the  Scho lar -

sh ip  Commi t tee ,  and I  went  to  v is i t  my a lma mater ,  Bowie  H igh  Schoo l .  The coun-

se lo r ,  who happens to  be  a  p r inc ipa l  d  one o f  the  schoo ls ,  to ld  me in  no  cer ta in

terms that I  was wast ing my t in ie and money, because the students at  Bowie were

no t  co l lege  mate r ia l .  I t  j s  th i s  t ype  o f  j ron ic  th ink ing  on  the  par t  o f  the

schoo l  o f f i c ia ls  tha t  i s  so  de t r imenta l  to  the  l4ex ican Amer ican.

Do you  be l ieve  in  the  se l f - fu l f i l l j ng  p rophecy  tha t  i f  a  person ' i s  s te reo typed

' in to  be l iev ing  he  i s  no t  capab le ,  he  /w i l l ,  i n  e f fec t ,  no t  be  capab leT?

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  in te r jec t  tha t  th is  i s  p rec ise ly  what  i s  happen ing  to  the  women.

|^ le  have cer ta in  s te reo typed pos i t ions ,  and the  women are  no t  be ing  counse led  in -

to  o ther  a reas  where  they  cou ld  do  very  we l l .  Then aga in  i t  j s  par t  o f  our  so-

c ie ty  tha t  hass tereo typed d i f fe ren t  peop les  fo r  d j f fe ren t  pos i t ions  and no th ing

e l  se .

E: That 's very t rue.  Do you have any

we have tal  ked about?

/TurtheF/ comments to rnake on anything that

R:  We l l ,  you  know,  Joe ,  tha t  I  ta l k  and  ta lk  and  ta lk .  A l l  tha t  I  can  say  i s  tha t

my grea t  concern  is  the  lack  o f  in te res t  in  the  E l  Paso communi ty  in  impor tan t

areas ,such as  educat ion .  I  have been invoJved in  educat ion  in  var ious  ways :

th rough the  LULAC organ iza t ion  w i th  the  scho larsh ip  p rogram,  w i th  p rov id ing

shoes fo r  needy  schoo l  ch i ld ren ,  to  p rov id ing  ho t  lunches  be fore  the  ho t  lunch

program was funded by  the  federa l  fund, rby  the  pre-schoo l  educat jon  fo r " . .we used

l3

F .

R:
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t o  ca l l  i t  The  L i t t l e  Schoo l  o f  400 ,  wh ich  was  i ns t i t u ted  by  LULAC be fo re  j t

became Pro ject  Head Star t ;  and by many other  areas-  One of  the th jngs that

conce rns  me ' i s  t ha t  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  peop1e ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  Mex jcan  Amer i cans ,

do not  take in teres t ' in  the se lec t jon and e lec t ion o f  our  schoo l  board o f f ic ia ls ,

who a re  the  ones  tha t  make  the  po l j c j es - - somet i rnes  the  r i gh t  po f i cy  and  many

t ' imes the wrong pol icy- - for  our  school  system. I  fee l  that  unt i l  the communi ty

rea11y  becomes  jnvo l ved  as  a  who le ,  we  a re  go ing  to  con t i nue  to  have  th i s  p rob le rn .

E:  We just  had the e lect ion for  the Communi ty  Col lege Board Saturday.  Do have any

comment on that fTect ion]?

Yes. /This goet back to why the Mexican Amerjcan is unable to have an impact

on elect ions.  There were many, many people f rom the Mex' ican commun' i ty that

were  ve ry " invo lved  jn  th i s  par t i cu la r  e lec t ion .  I  was  happy  to  see  a  c ross -

sect ion of  people.  You found lp 'eopl5y'  f rom your professional  to your common

laborer very concerned, and thjs was very good. But to show you what conse-

quences  can be  had when we don ' t  con t ro l  the  money,  when we don ' t  con t ro l  po-

s i t ions  o f  impor tance in  bus iness ,  I  found ou t  tha t  two o f  the  c lo th ing  manu-

facturers made i t  a point  to keep qui te a few Mexican Americans from vot ing

by giv ing them a day of f  Tuesday, and then on Fr iday theyadv' ised them /-Tha\/

they  had to  work  on  Saturday .  Now,  i f  these c lo th jng  manufac tur ing  compan ' ies

had been cont ro l led  by  the  Mex jcan Amer jcan,  and [ : f J  the  maior i t y  o f  the

employees had been Anglos and they had pul led that,  You can understand the

d' i  f  f  erence the el  ect i  on woul  d have had.

That 's  very  in te res t ing .  Do you have any  o ther  comments  on  the  e lec t ion?

Need less  to  say ,  I  was  very  d isappo ' in ted .  I  was  very  d isappo in ted  because

our  o rgan iza t ion  conducted  a  very  ex tens ive  inves t iga t ion  in to  the  personne l

prob lem a t  the  Communi ty  Co l lege,  and i t  addressed j t se l f  to  the  de f ic ienc ' ies

o f  the  board .  I t  po in ted  ou t  to  the  pub l jc  some o f  these de f ic ienc ies .  The

news med ia- -we l l ,  i  shou ldn ' t  say  the  news med ia ,  because we go t  exce l len t

14
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F .

R:

coverage on  te lev is ion- -bu t  the  newspapers  as  a  who le  were  very  b iased.  A l l  I

can  say  js  tha t  I  do  no t  fo resee tha t  the  e lec t ion  so tveAthe prob lem.  I  do

not  fo resee tha t  the  LULAC organ iza t ion  w i l l  cease to  ins is t  tha t  the  board

is responsible to the community.  I t  has not been answering to the community

so  fa r .

Bel6n, I  know you are a busy person and I  don' t  want to take too much of  your

time. Do you have any general comments before we concl ude /Tor todafl?

Yes .  In  c los ing ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  tosay  tha t  I  met  w j th  the  d j rec to r  o f  the  c i v i l

r i gh ts  d iv i s ion  o f  HEW jus t  l as t  t r l a rch  l3 th .  We had  a  ve ry ' i n -dep th  d iscuss jon

on the  present  p rob lem be ing  faced by  the  H ispan ic  communi t ies ,  par t i cu la r ly

in  the  f i ve  southwestern  s ta tes ,  w j th  regard  to  the  poor  educat jon  tha t  i s

a f fo rded our  schoo l  ch i ld ren ,  and the  fac t  tha t  the  es tab l j shed sys tem is  work-

ing  aga ins t  ou r  ch j ld ren .  Even  those  tha t  a re  b r i l l i an t  have  to  overcome

such  sys temat i c  d isc r im ina t ion ' in  the  sys tem tha t  has  been  bu i l t  i n .  I  was

very  happy to  see tha t  he  p laced a  grea t  respons ib i l i t y  on  the  schoo ls  o f  h igher

lea rn ing .  In  o ther  words ,  the  co ' l l eges  and  un ive rs i t ' i es  a re  as  much  a t  fau l t

fo r  a l l ow ing  th is  d isc r im ina t ' i on  sys tem to  ex is t .  Un t i l  such  t ime as  the  ad-

min is t ra t ions  a t these un ivers i t ies  exer t  every  e f fo r t  to  cor rec t  these d ' i sc r im-

ina tory  p rac t ices  w i th in  the  schoo l  sys tem!  our  ch i ld ren  are  go ing  to  su f fe r

f rom poor  educat jon .  Even though they  come out  w i th  degrees ,  they  are  i l l -

prepared to compete for  emp' loyment wi th other members of  the domjnant major i ty.

t  f "" I  very strongly that  groups in the community that  are interested in af-

fo rd ing  equa l  oppor tun i ty  in  the  f ie ld  o f  educat ion  to  a l l  persons  shou ld  make

an e f fo r t  to  cor rec t  these de f jc ienc ies"  And I  th ink  a  tnemendous respons ib i -

l i t y  i s  p laced  on  the  admin is t ra t i ve  bod ies  o f  these  un ive rs i t i es ,  one  o f  wh ich

is of  the Universi ty of  Texas at  El  Paso, f in:cfr  has done noth' ing to correct

th is  s ' i tua t ion .  I  want  to  thank  you fo r  a l low ing  me to  express  myse l f .

I t  has been a wonderful  exper ience. Thank you very much.F .



( S e c o n d  i n t e r v i e w wi th  Be l6n  B .  Rob les "Apr i I  27 ,  1976. )

E:  Be l6n ,  i n  ou r  l as t  i n te rv iew  you  men t ' i oned  tha t  you  were  j nvo l ved  w i th  the

LULAC. t r lhat  e f fect  do you fee l  that  the act iv i t jes under taken by LULAC have

had on the border  area?

R:  | ^Je l l ,  Joe ,  I  be l ieve  tha t  a t  th is  t ime,  be fore  I  answeryourques t ion ,  we shou ld

put  th ings  in  the  r igh t  perspec t ive ;  and perhaps  I  shou ld  g ive  you a  conc jse

idea o f  what  LULAC is .  LULAC s tands  fo r  the  League o f  Un i ted  La t in  Amer ican

C ' i t i zens .  I t  j s  a  non-sec ta r jan ,  non-po l i t i ca l ,  c i v i c  o rgan ' i za t ion .  I t  was

organ ized  jn  Corpus  Chr js t i ,  Texas ,  in  
, |929 .  

I t  deve loped  as  a  resu l t  o f  a

merger  o f  o rgan i  za t  j  ons  i  n  San Anton i  o ,  Corpus  Chr  j  s t i  ,  and  Brownsv i  I ' l e .  A t

tha t  t ime,  the  organ iza t ion  was fo rmed to  f igh t  a  very  p reva ' len t  d isc r im jna t ion

s i tua t jon  tha t  ex is ted  in  the  en t j re  s ta te  o f  Texas .  As  a  resu l t ,  the  f j r s t

LULAC counc ' i l  in  E l  Paso was fo rmed jn  . l930 ;  
tha t  was  a  men 's  counc ' i l .  Then

in  
. |934 

the  f i rs t  women 's  counc i l  was  fo rmed,  and tha t  i s  Counc j l  #9 ,  o f  wh ich

T am a membeF. I 
-want 

to boi nl ouf thet I heve nof been a member si-nCe l 93zl

( i  was  no t  born  Yet ) ,  bu t  I  have been a  member  a t  th is  counc j l  s jnce  1957.

From the  very  incept ion ,  the  LULAC organ iza t ion  fe l t  tha t  the  key  bas is

o r  the  key  p r inc ip le  o f  the  o rgan iza t ion - ' to  b r ing :be t te r  l i v ing  cond ' i t j ons  to

the  communi ty ,  as  fa r  as  Mex jcan Amer icans  were  concerned- -was th rough educat jon .

Th ' i s  o rgan ' i za t ion  is  composed o f  au tonomous counc j l s  th roughout  the  count ry ,

autonomous in the fact  that  every counci l  can develop the programs and projects

that they feel  are benef jc ia l  to the area. In the c i ty of  El  Paso and surround-

ing  areas ,  LULAC has  been ex t rene ly  ac t ive  s ince  
' |930 .  

Now,  i f  you  w i l l  reca l '1 ,

. |930 
was about  the  midd le  o f  the  Depress jon ,  so  consequent ly  the  ac t iv i t ies

dur ing  the '30s  were  geared main ly  /Toward !7  the  mat te r  o f  surv ' i va l .  The LULAC

organ iza t jon  was very  invo lved w i th  t ry ing  to  keep the  ch j ld ren  in  schoo l  in

sBite of  the many hardships that  were being faced, and /They also at tempted-/

to  he lp  our  fe l low E l  Pasoans o f  Mex ' i can  ances t ry  to  f ind  employment .

I t  was  no t  un t i l  a f te r  Wor ld  War  I I  tha t  the  organ iza t ion  as  a  na t iona l

t6
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un i t  s ta r ted  deve lop ing  spec i f i c  p rograms.  A t  tha t  t ime,  in  
' |945  

and 
. |945 '

a  very  appa ' l f ing  s i tua t ion  was d iscovered:  The educat iona l  leve l  o f  the  Mex i -

can American in the state of  Texas did not even reach the fourth grade. You

cou ld  eas i l y  count  the  number  o f  Mex ican Amer ican persons  tha t  had graduated

from high school ,  not  to /m'ent io l t  the fact  that  graduates f rom col lege were

prac t ica i l y  non-ex js ten t "  So the  organ iza t ion  commenced to  make a  concer ted

ef fo r t  in  the  f ie ld  o f  educat ion .  I t  commenced w j th  the  v iewing  o f  the  ex is t -

ing  educat iona l  fac i l ' i t i es  tha t  were  ava i lab le  fo r  the  Mex jcan Amer ican.  We

found tha t  jn  many areas , ' inc lud ing  some o f  the  communi t ies  sur round ing  the

El  Paso area  and in  E l  Paso,  the  fac i l i t i es  tha t  were  ava i lab le  fo r  the  domin-

an t ' l y  Mex ican Amer ican areas  were  subs tandard .  In  the  l j t t le  town o f  Fabens,

/ f . *uJ ,  they  had the  "Mex ican schoo ' l  , "  as  i t  was  re fe r red  to ;  and a l l  the

ch i ld ren  o f  Mex ican ances t ry ,  whether  they  were  ab le  to  speak  Eng l ish  or  no t ,

were  channe led  th rough th is  schoo l .  The obs tac le  tha t  we met  in  t ry ing  to

' improve the  fac i l i t y  and in  t ry ing  to  do  away w ' i th  th is  doub le  s tandard  o f  edu-

ca t ion  was the  fac t  tha t  the  admin is t ra t ions  o f  the  schoo ls  contended tha t  our

ch i ld ren  were  no t  ab le  to  speak  lEng l jsV when they  f i rs t  en tered  schoo l .  As

a resu l t ,  LULAC,  th rough vo lun teers ,  commenced a  pre-schoo l  t ra in ing  fo r  f i ve-

year-o1d chi ldren that were to be enrol led that September.  We at tempted to

teach them the  bas jc  400 words  in  the  Eng l ish  language.  Th is  was done /Fo [

about  n ine  or  10  years  on  a  vo lun teer  bas is ,  and then we go t  the  s ta te  o f

Texas  to  a l loca te  the  funds  fo r  th is  p rogram.  A t  tha t  t ime i t  was  known as

The L i t t le  Schoo l  o f  400.  S jnce  then,  the  federa l  government  has  recogn ized

the  need fo r  th is ,  and they  have es tab l i shed a  federa l  p rogram.  I  be l ieve  i t ' s

ca l led  the  Pre-schoo l  Headstar t  Program.

However ,  as  you d ig  in to  the  educat ' iona l  p rob lems,  you f ind  tha t  there  are

o ther  a reas  tha t  need to  be  looked in to .  We found tha t  the  hea l th  p rob lem o f

our  ch i ld ren  was rea l l y  someth ing  ser ious .  ln le  found tha t  in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas
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and in  the county of  E l  Paso,  the Mexican Amer ican /Ea{ /  by far  a  h igher  rate

o f  t ube rcu los i s  cases  tha t  were  deve loped .  I t  was  a l so  found  tha t  i nadequa te

hous ing  w i t h  i nadequa te  f ac i l i t i e s  was , ' i n  pa r t ,  T i bspons ib l e  f o t  t h i s  hea l t h

hazard. So in theearly 
. l950s 

t^te went into a very intensif ied program to pro-

v ' ide  adequate  hous ' ing  fo r  the  Mex ican Amer ican.  Then o f  course  we a lso  found

out  tha t  some o f  the  ch i ld ren  cou ld  no t  s tudy  because o f  insu f f i c jen t  nour ish-

ment .  I t  was  no t  unusua l  to  f ind  youngsters ' in  E l  Paso grade schoo ls  who went

to  schoo l  w i thout  hav ing  break fas t .  So ,  ear ly  in  the  
. l950s  

a1so,  the  LULAC

Counc i l  #132 and Counc i l  #9  deve loped the  lunch program fo r  these ch i ld ren .  t ^ le

would provide frGe T-0hdh foi  the chjTdren so t lat  they Could have the nour ishment

necessary  fo r  them to  s tudy .  l , r le  a lso  f i t ted  them wj th  eye  g lassed,  shoes ,  and

c lo th ing ,  because  i t  i s  unders tandab le  tha t  a  ch i ld  i s  no t  w i l l i ng  to  go  to

schoo l  i f  he  has  to  go  bare foo ted ;  and you a lso  know tha t  a  ch i ld  cannot  ade-

quate ly  take  fu l l  advantage o f  the  educat ' iona l  p rogram i f  he  is  no t  ab le  to

see the  b lackboard .  A l l  these programs tha t  we deve loped have s ince  then,  to

a large part ,  been developed into federal  programs.

0 f  course ,  s jnce  the  very  beg inn ing  we have been much jnvo lved in  g ran t ing

scho la rsh jps ,  g ran ts ,  and  a id  to  wor thy  and  deserv ing  s tuden ts  go inq ' in to  h igh-

er  educat jon"  Then a long 1959 we found ou t  tha t  we were  educat ing  our  ch i ld -

ren ,  they  were  ge t t ing  the i r  degrees ,  and then they  were  hav ing  d i f f i cu l ty  in

f inding employment.  So consequent ly,  we had to" /6ntey; /  into the equal  opportu-

ni ty for  our chi ldren that were comjng out of  school  .  /As you can sef l ,  the

educa t iona l  aspec t  o f  ou r  ac t i v i t i es  l i nk  one  in to  the  o ther ,  and  I  do  be l ieve

the  LULAC organ iza t ion  has  been ab le  to  make some very  tang ib le  cont r jbu t ions

in  the  E l  Paso  a rea  a ' long  these  l i nes .

I  a lso  wanted  to  po in t  ou t  to  you tha t  wh j le  we were  very  much invo lved

wi th  and  spec i f i ca l l y  spearhead ing  jn  the  educa t iona l  a rea  o f  ou r  ch i ld ren ,

in  the  very  ear ly  1950s  we recogn ized the  need fo r  us  to  becomeinvo lved in  the
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se lec t i on  o f  ou r  pub l i c  o f f i c i a l s .  i t  was  a t  t h j s  t jme  t ha t  t he  l oca l  LULAC

counc i l s ,  as  we l l  as  a l l  t he  counc i l s  i n  t he  na t i onn  dec ided  t o  l aunch  a

vo te r  reg i s t ra t i on  /Z - r ' i v { ,  and  we  were  ve ry  happ j l y  su rp i sed  a t  t he  response

f rom the  communi ty "  As  a  resu l t - - I  be l ieve  tha t  as  a  mat te r  o f  record- - i t  was

through these ef for ts that  short ' ly  thereafter we were able to elect  the f i rst

mayor  o f  the  c i ty  o f  E1 Paso o f  Mex ican descent ,  the  Honorab le  Raymond Te l les .

A l though  the  vo te r  reg is t ra t ion  i s  no  longer  jn  ex is tence ' in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas ,

we a re  s t i l l  ve ry  much ' invo lved  w j th  vo te r  reg is t ra t ion .  In  th i s  f i e1d ,  I  fee l

tha t  we are  s t i l l  a  l ' i t t l e  d isorgan ized.  The Mex ican Amer jcan communi ty  has

been  unab le  to  rea l ' l y  make i t s  impac t ' i n  the  po l i t i ca l  a rena  because  7 | i t_ /  f ras

fa j led  to  o rgan ize  and  un i te "  I  i n i t i a l ' l y  s ta ted  tha t  we  a re  non-po l i t i ca l ,

and  th is  i s  so  to  the  ex ten t  tha t  we  donr t  ge t  i nvo lved  in  par t i san  po l i t i cs .

However ,  a l l  o f  our  members  are  very  much encouraged to  par t ' i c ' ipa te  as  jnd jv idua ls

jn  the  e lec t ion ,  whether  i t  be  fo r  the  schoo l  board ,  fo r  the  county  o r  c i t y  po-

s i t i ons ,  o r  s ta te  and  na t iona l  l eve l .  We ge t  ve ry  much ' invo lved  in  the  suppor t

fo r  o r  aga ins t  many  i ssues  tha t ,  a l though  we 'd  l i ve  to  say  they  a re  non-po l i t i ca l ,

they  are  very  much po l i t i ca l  in  na ture .  I  wou ld  l j ke  a lso  to  po in t  ou t  tha t  the

reason tha t  we s tay  away f rom par t i san  po f i t i cs  i s  because we fee l  tha t  we wou ld

lose  our  e f fec t j veness ' i f  we were  to  suppor t  and endorse  cand ida tes .  We have

seen some o f  our  loca l  counc i l s  tha t  have a t tempted to  become invo lved jn  such

j t7 has proven to

be fa ta l  to  the  counc i l .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  tha t  recent ly  happened to  our

counc i l  ' i n  Fabens,  Texas ; ' i t  had  jus t  been reorgan ized"  There  was a  very  heat -

ed  po l i t i ca l  race  there ,  and / the  counc i17  a t tempted to  become jnvo lved in  tha t

po l i t i ca l  race .  As  a  resu l t ,  thecounc i l  d i s in tegra ted"  We fee l  tha t  j t  i s  much

more  e f fec t i ve  i f  the" ind iv idua l  members ,  as  such,  become invo lved beh ind  the

person that they feel  is  better qual i f jed but that  TThe/ do not involve the

organ iza t ' ion ' in  the  suppor t  o f  tha t  person.  There  has  been much d iscuss ion  pro

a  manner ,  a l though ' i t  i s  con t ra ry  to  our  cons t i tu t ion ,  / -and



ROBLES 20

and con jn  th is  par t icu lar  aspect  because we have peop le  o f  many ph i losoph ies

and many ideas jn the LULAC organizat ' ion. lnle have from the very conservative to

the ver- ' t l  l ibera l  ,  and everyth jnq in  between,  and there .have been manv that  would

l ike to see the LULAC come out and support  cand' idates" By far,  the major i  ty / -of

the menrbers]  feel  that  we have been able to survive because we have not endors-

ed  cand ida tes ,  and tha t  th ' i s  j s  one o f  the  reasons  LULAC is  the  o ldes t  Mex ' i can

Amepican organ ' i za t jon .  0 f  course ,  tha t  i s  a  po in t  sub iec t  to  cha l lenge and

d i  scuss ion .

A lso ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  tha t  a f te r  we  s ta r ted  go ing  in to  the  f ie ld  o f

equal  employment opportun' i ty,  we observed tremendous resistance from major indus-

t ry  and, f inJ  par t i cu la r ,  the  area  o f  f inance.  When the  C iv i l  R igh ts  Ac t  came

into being (where al l  government contractors were being forced to apply the

equa l  employment  p rac t ice  in  the i r  h i r ing  o f  employees) ,  we found tha t ' indus t ry

was us ing  the  excuse o f  no t  knowing where  to  f ind  quaf i f ied  Mex ' i can  Amer icans .

The Department of  the Navy and the Department of  Defense found this to be a t re-

mendous bar r je r ,  par t i cu la r ly  ' i n  the  f i ve  southwestern  s ta tes .  They  found tha t

the  major  o i1  compan ies  were  cont jnua l l y  say ing  tha t  i t  was  imposs ib le  to  f jnd

qua l i f ied  l4ex ican Amer icans .  So aga in  LULAC took  the  leadersh jp  in  tha t  a rea ,

and incon junc t ion  w i th  the  Amer ican  G. I "  Forum,  we  o rgan ized  a  federa l l y  funded

program wh jch  is  known as  0pera t ' ion  SER.  The ob iec t  o f  th is  p rogram was to  de-

ve lop  a  sk i l l s  bank ,  where  qua l i f ied  Mex ican Amer icans  f rom th roughout  the  coun-

t ry  cou ld  reg is te r  f i tT  tney  were  e i ther  unemployed or  underemployed.  And

major industry could come in,  and i f  they needed /Tor examplf l  chemical  eng' ineers

or  a  b i l ingua l  secre tary ,  they :cou ld  come in  and we wou ld  be  ab le  to  ass js t  them.

For  example ,  in  the  c i ty  o f  Laredo,  Texas ,  wh ' i ch  has  a  popu la t ion  o f  75  percent

Mex' ican American, the highest rate of  unemp' loyment,  and no industry,  the obiect

o f  Qpera t ion  SER was to  match  the  need o f  indus t ry  w i th  the  ava i lab le  manpower

jn  the  Mex ican Amer ican communi ty .  A l though Opera t ion  SER has  no t  been ab le  to
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meet a l l  j ts  ob ject ' ives,  f i tJ  nas been a t remendous force jn  the employment  of

the  Mex ican  Amer i can .

Also in  1967,  we saw the need Foi l  the Mexican Amer ican commun" i ty  to  devel -

op in  the  area  o f  bus iness  and f inance.  In  o rder  to  deve lop  in to  bus iness  and

to t ry to establ ish a f i rm foundat ion fon an economic base, throughout the Un' i ted

States we started to provide techn' ical  assistance to members of  the Mexican Amer-

' ican commun' i t ies.  I  am very proud to say that through the ef for ts of  th is move-

ment  we es tab l i shed numerous  banks  and sav ings  and loans  tha t  a re  cont ro l led  and

owned by  Mex ican Amer icans .  The f i rs t  one js  jn  Laredo,  Texas ;  there  is  one in

Houston ;  one /_  i sJ  in  Denver ;  one / i s  7  tn  r l  Paso ;  and  one  f i s l  i n  Los  An-

ge les .  I  th ink  tha t  th is  w i l l  g ive  the  Mex jcan Amer jcan the  oppor tun i ty  to  deve l -

op  in  these  a reas .

I t ' i s  un for tunate  tha t  the  program tha t  was  dev jsed by  the  LULAC organ iza-

t ion ,  th rough the  e f fo r ts  o f  b ro ther  Ed Lucero  o f  Denver i  was  no t  funded fo r  po l i -

t j ca l  reasons .  A l though we deve loped the  p lan  and we la id  the  foundat ion  fo r  The

LULAC Economic  Deve lopment  Assoc ia t ion ,  the  Smal l  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion  saw f i t

no t  to  fund i t  because the  members  o f  the  board  were  no t  o f  the  r igh t  po l i t i ca l

par ty ;  and the  LULAC organ iza t ion  was no t  about  to  a l low SBA or  the  Pres jdent  o f

the  Un i ted  Sta tes  to  d ic ta te  to ' i t  who was to  serve  on  the  board .  The response

of  our  na t ' iona l  p res ident  a t  tha t  t jme was,  " I f  the  members  o f  your  par t i cu la r

par ty  were  qua l r ' f jed  to  s i t  on  th js  board ,  they  wou ld  be  there  now."  So '  as  a

resul t ,  we were not funded. But the federal  government took our program and de-

v ised i t  in to  what  j s  now ca l led  NEDA,  the  Nat jona l  Educat iona l  Deve lopment  Asso-

c ja t ion .  So you see,  even though LULAC i tse l f  may no t  a t  th is  t ime be  admjn is te r -

' ing  a  lo t  o f  th ' i s  p rogram,  we d id  lay  the  groundwork .  We were  ab le  to  ident i f y

the problems concerning the Mexican American so that the federal  government,

th rough i t s  bureaucra t ic  sys tem,  cou ld  then take  appropr ia te  ac t ion '  a l though

( I  w i l l  be  very  f rank  w i th  you)  our  bureaucra t ic  sys tem is  very ,  very  s low in
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ana lyz ing  the  prob lem

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  tha t  one o f  the  s i tua t ions  tha t  we have a lways

addressed 0urse lves  to  i s  the  d isc r im ina tory  sys tem o f  educat ion  o f  our  ch i ld ren .

I  was  very  happy to  hear  tha t  f ina ' l l y  the  o f f i ce  o f  c iv j l  r igh ts  o f  HEb l  has  re -

cogn ized tha t  such a  d isc r jm jna tory  sys tem does ex is t  and is  sys temat ' i c ,  so  tha t

i t  i s  very  d i f f i cu l t  to  f igh t .  0 f  course ,  now tha t  they  recogn ize  i t '  hopefu l l y

they  w i l l  do  someth ing  about  i t "  To  g ive  you an  example ,  they  have found tha t

in  most  o f  the  schoo ls ,  /Thq teach ing  sys tem is  d isc r im jna tory  aga ins t  the  mjno-

r i t j es .  The i r  sys tem js  such  tha t  a  ch i ld ,  as  he  comes in to  the  f j r s t  g rade ,  i s

g iven an  ap t i tude tes t ;  then depend ing  on  the  scone tha t  he  f rn* t . i ,  he  goes  ' in to

one o f  th ree  ca tegor ies"  He e i ther  goes  as  abovJ  average,  average,  o r  s low

learner.  Then the same company thatpnepared the apt ' i tude test  a lso prepares the

mater ja l  tha t  j s  to  be  taught  to  the  ch i ld .  For  example ,  a  ch i ld  tha t  has  been

noted  above average because o f  h is  score  on  the  ap t i tude tes t  w i l l  be  exposed to

600 new words  in  h js  vocabu lary  dur ing  the  coming year .  A  person who has  been

grades  as  average w i l ' l  be  exposed to  500 new words  dur ing  the  ensu ing  yearn  wh i le

the  s low learner  w i l l  on ly  be  exposed to  300 words .  Now th ' i s  i s  where ' i t  becomes

very  c ruc ia l ,  because  j f  the  ch i ld  in  no t  Eng l i sh -speak ing ,  then  mos t  l i ke ly  he

wj l l  fa l l  in to  the  s low learner  ca tegory .  fmJ tha t  po in t ,  h is  en t j re  career

jn  the  schoo l  i s  de termined,  because a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  second year  he  js

g iven another  ap t i tude tes t .  A t  th is  t ime,  he  js  tes ted  on  the  en t j re  600 words .

The s low learner  v ' tas  on ly  exposed to  ha l f  o f  tha t .  So ,  assuming tha t  the  s low

learner  j s  ab le  to  absorb  
. l00  percent  o f  tha t  wh ich  is  taught  to  h im,  he  w i l l

s t i l l  on ly  score  50  percent .  So even though he  t r jes  very  hard ,  i t  i s  very  d i f -

f i cu l t  fo r  h im to  ever  ca tch  up  w i th  the  person who has  been in j t ia l l y  p laced jn

the  above average group.  F ina11y ,  a f te r  20  years  o f  surveys  and s tud ies ,  the

Depar tment  o f  HEW has de termined tha t  th is  i s  a  d ' i sc r im jna tory  sys tem,  and is

mak ing  every  e f fo r t  to  cor rec t  i t .  Now,  here  we come to  whether  j t  w j l l  o r  w i l l
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not  be  cor rec ted  in  the  c i ty  o f  E l  Paso,  and th is  l ies  on  the  shou lders  o f  our

e lec ted  schoo l  board  members .  And i t  i s  very  un for tunate  tha t  in  th is  c i ty  we

st i l l  have very l i t t le interest  f rom the average community member towards school

e lec t ions .  They  don ' t  recogn ' i ze  tha t  they  are  the  ones  tha t  se t  the  po ' l i cy  fo r

our  ch i ld ren"

Be l6n ,  you  ment joned tha t  LULAC sought  qua l i f ied  app l j can ts  th rough Opera t ion  SER

some years ago. I  have heard through recrui tens at  the Universi ty that  they are

having trouble recrui t ' ing Mexican Americans away frorn the border" Do you think

that t rend is changing? l , r lhat  causes the t ies which do not al low the Mexi .can Am-

er ican  to  leave the  border  a rea?

You know,  Joen i  have been hear jng  /abouf  th is  par t i cu la r  s i tua t ' ion  fo r  many,

many years .  Whi le  I  do  be l ieve  tha t  jn  our  genera t ion  the  fac t  tha t  the  c lose

fam' i1y t ies and the tradi t ' ion of  the Mexican Americans to stay c lose to the par-

en ts  was ,  in  e f fec t ,  a  p rob lem,  I  don ' t  be l ieve  th is  j s  necessar j l y  t rue  o f  th j s

generat ion.  I t  used to be a prob' lem that we have overcome. I  have traveled

throughout  the  U.S. ,  and I  f ind  tha t  everywhere  you go ,  you  f ind  Mex ican Amer icans

that came fron Texas. Just  about everybody had t ies f rom Texas at  one point  or

another .  I  wou ld ' l j ke  to  r "e la te  to  you tha t  th ree  o f  my bro thers  a re  eng ineers ,

and when the  o ldes t  one f i rs t  g raduated  f rom the  Un ' i vers j ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso

( tha t  was  back ' in  
' |959) ,  

he  was in te rv iewed by  IBM o f  Poughkeeps ' ie ,  New York ;

and he  was o f fe red  a  job  a t  what  was cons idered to  be  an  ou ts tand ing  sa la ry .

When he go t  up  there ,  though,  he  found ou t  tha t  the  cos t  o f  l i v ing  was so  h igh

compared to  h js  home town tha t  i t  wou ld  have been a  f inanc ia l  d isadvantage fo r

h im to  have ob ta ined tha t  job .  Now,  my o ther  two bro thers  a re  a lso  jn  the  f je ld

o f  eng ineer ing"  One is  p resent ly  in  Spa in ,  work ' ing  fo r  the  government ;  he  is  a

mechan ica l  eng ' ineer .  My younger  bnother  i s  an  e lec t r i ca l  eng ineer ,  and he  is  in

Denver .  So I  don ' t  be l jeve  th js  /Ts  ho ld ingT t rue  jn  th is  p resent  genera t ion .

The th ing  tha t  must  be  recogn jzed by  the  recru i t ing  o f f j cers  tha t  come f rom major

R:
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i ndus t r i es  i s  t ha t ,  i f  a  pe rson  i s  t o  up roo t  and  l eave  h i s  home,  he  mus t  be  i n

a  pos ' i t j on  to  make  a  comparab le  ea rn ing ,  once  you  deduc t  t he  expense  o f  ma jn ta in -

i ng  a  second  home .  so  I  r ea l l y  don ' t  be l i eve  t h i s  t o  be  t r ue ,  a l t hough  i n  t he

c i ty  o f  E l  Paso we s t i l l  do have some people that  are t rad i t ional ly  very  qexf - -

canos, where parents want to have the unmarried chi ldren close to home. LEri l

I  don ' t  be l j eve  t h j s  i s  t oo  much  o f  a  p rob lem.

E :  I  do  be l ' i eve  the  t rend  i s  chang ing ;  t he  Mex jcan  Amer j can  tha t  wan ts  to  advance

does  l eave  the  bo rde r  a rea "

I  th ink  so , too .  As  I  s ta ted ,  every  t ime  I  go  to  Wash ing ton ,  D .C. ,  I  meet  w i th

the many, many fr jends that I  have out there.  And I  stpuld say that 100 percent

o fa l l  Mex ican Amenicans  tha t  you  f ind  in  Wash jng ton ,  D.C.  a re  f rom one o f  the

f ive  southwestern  s ta tes .  You see,  th is  j s  the  th ing :  Many t imes the  o f fe rs

tha t  a re  g iven to  the  Mex jcan Amer jcan do  no t  rea l l y  o f fe r  them great  po ten t ia l

fo r  advancement .  Whi le  a t  one t ime we wou ld  have taken any th ing  ius t  to  ge t  a

job ,  our  s tudents  a re  be t te r  p repared and educated ,  and they  can look  around un-

t i l  they  f ind  what  they  be l ieve  to  be  su i tab le  fo r  the i r  needs  and the i r  f ie lds .

In  o ther  words ,  they  can be  more  se lec t jve  as towhat  they  want  to  go  in to .  You

said /EhatT,one or two of  your brothers work for  the government.  I  work for  the

government and you work for  the government.  Do you feel  that  Mex' ican Americans

are  advanc i  ng  ' in  p r i  va te  en terpr i  se?

When my two older brothers graduated from UTEP, they appl ied for  interviews with

many of  the industr ies f rom Texas; they were never of fered a iob.  As a matter

o f  fac t ,  my on ly  b ro ther  tha t  j s ' in  p r iva te  jndus t ry  (Fe l ' ipe ,  who has  a  master ' s

degree ' in  Eng ineer ing ) ,  was  h i red  by  Texas  Ins t ruments .  Bu t  he  was ' in  such  a

dead end pos i t ion  tha t  he  had to  leave.  I  s t ' i l l  be l jeve  tha t  many o f  our  la rger

indus t r ies  in  the  c j ty  o f  E ]  Paso,  such as  the  E l  Paso Natura l  Gas Company,

the  Standard  0 i1  Company,  Phe lps  Dodge,  and so  on ,  s t i l l  do  no t  come fo r th  w i th

an a f f i rmat ive  ac t ion  to  h j re  l4ex ican Amer jcans  to  manager ia l  pos i t ions  and top
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pos i t i ons -  I  t h ink  tha t  anybody  tha t  goes  i n to  any  o f  t hese  compan ies  tha t

I  have  men t ' i oned  and  v jews  the i r  pe rsonne l  reco rds  w j l l  f j nd  tha t  t he  Mex ican

Amer icans that  have been h ' i red have been st r ick ly  on a tokenism bas ' is ,  /  s -?

to be able to protect their government contracts.

That 's  r igh t .  We have had severa l  lec tu rers  a t  UTEP f rom pr iva te  indus t r ies

' in El  Paso, and that has been the impressfon that I  have gotten-- that  they

h i re  on ' l y  as  many minor i ty  peop le  as  they  need to  cover  the i r  con t rac ts .

R igh t .  In  o ther  words ,  l i ke  they  say  in  Span ish ,  p .a rg  tapa ln le  e l  o io  a l .

machq. That 's about the extent of  thejr  commitment to the program of the

Egua' l  Employment Opportunj ty Commiss' ion.  We have found out through the many

years  o f  exper ience in  the  f ie lds  o f  equa l  employment  oppor tun ' i t y  tha t  the

major i t y  o f  indus t ry  w i l l  con form to  the  1aw on ly  to  the  ex ten t  tha t  they  ab-

so lu te ly  have  to ,  o r  j f  i t  i s  p ro f i tab le ;  and  i t  i s  ve ry  sad .  l , r l e  wou ld  l j ke

to have industry apply the Equal  Employment 0pportuni ty Program because i t  is

the  r igh t  th ing  to  do ,  bu t  un for tunate ly  the  many years  o f  p re jud ice  tha t

have ex is ted  in  Texas  lEave no t  a l lowed i t7 .  Many o f  the  c ' i t i zens  are  s t j l l

f i gh t ing  the  ba t t le  o f  the  A lamo;  many  o f  the  lead ing  c i t i zens  t j l l  f ee l  tha t

the  Mex jcan Amer ican ' i s  no t  qu i te  up  to  par  / i l i th  h igT Ang lo  counterpar t .  They

s t i l l  have us  s t reo typed as  be ing  s low and lazy  and jus t  fun- lov ing .  A l though

there have been some tremendous str ides to eradicate th is emoneous concept ' ion

o f  the  peop le  o f  Mex ican ances t ryn  I  th ink  we have a  long way to  go .

Jus t  to  g ive  you an  examp' le ,  Dr .  A l f redo de  los  Santos  is  a  no ted  man in

the  f ie ld  o f  Educat ion .  He has  a  t remendous record  as  an  admin is t ra to r  fo r

E l  Paso Communi ty  Co11ege.  When they  f i rs t  sought  to  f i l l  tha t  pos i t jon ,

they required that the person 1w'ht  f i l led i t  have a doctorate degree. Now

tha t  he  has  been  d jsmissed , i t  i s  obv ious  tha t  they  jn tend  to  f i l l  t h i s  pos i -

t ion wi th /6omeone7 other than a Mexican American" And we have found out

th rough the  adver t i sement ' in  the  nqwspapen tha t  they  have downgraded the
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requ" i rement  to  a masterrs  degree.  This  f  s  more or  less an exampl  e of  /hoy. , /

i he  Mex ican  Amer i can  1 - i sJ  requ i red  to  haye  be t te r  qua l i f i ca t i ons  i n  o rde r

to  qua l i f y  f o r  a  pos i t i on .  I n  o the r  wonds ,  t he  s tandard  fo r  t he  Mex ican

Amer ican is  no t  qu i te  the  same s tandard  as  js  app l ied  to  the  Ang lo  maior i t y .

They  were  w ' i l l i ng  to  take  an  Ang lo  w i th  a  master ' s  degree fo r  the  pres idency

of the Communjty Co' l1ege when a doctorate was required of  a Mexjcan American.

Th is  i s  the  type  o f  dua ' l  s tandard  tha t  i s  very  harmfu l "

A t  th is  po in t  I  wou ld  a lso  l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  tha t  the  women are  fac ing

th ' i s  d isc r im ina t ion  in  the  f ie ld  o f  employment "  Women are  o f ten  requ i red  to

be tw ice  as  qua l i f ied  as  men in  o rder  to  qua l i f y  fo r  a  cer ta jn  pos i t ion .  So

you see, there is a lot  to be done in the f je ld of  equal  employment /6 'pportu-

ni tt .

Bel6n ,  do  you fo resee any  chance o f  a ' l l  the  Ch icano groups ,  LULAC,  and,  in

e f fec t ,  a l l  the  Mex ican Amer icans  jo ' in ' ing  together  as  one group?

l^Je l l ,  the  LULAC organ iza t jon  has  worked w i th  many,  many organ iza t ions ,  bo th  a t

the  loca l  leve l  and a t  the  na t iona l  leve l ,  on  var ious  issues  o f  common in te res t .

I  don ' t  know i f  you  reca l l ,  in  1967 when Frank l in  D.  Rooseve l t ,  J r .  was  the

head o f  the  EE0C jn  Wash ing ton ,  he  inv j ted  many o f  us '  represent jng  var ious

organ ' i za t ' ions ,  to  a  conference ' in  A lbuquerque to  d iscuss  EEO prob lems.  We were

so d ' i senchanted  w i th  the  conference tha t  we wa lked ou t  on  the  Commiss ion .  As

a nesu l t  o f  th is ,  we fo rmed an ad  hoc  commj t tee  tha t  was  representa t ive  o f  a l l

the  major  na t jona l  o rgan iza t ions .  I t  inc luded MAPA,  G. l .  Forum,  and severa l

o ther  o rgan iza t ions  based ' in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  Th is  ad  hoc  commi t tee  was very  e f fec-

t ive for  one year.  As a matter of  fact ,  i t  was through the ef for ts of  th is ad

hoc conrni t tee that we were able to get the f i rst  Mexican American appointed as

a conmissioner to the Equa' l  Emp' loyment Opportuni ty Commission. Unfortunately,

a t  the  end o f  the  admin is t ra t jon  o f  Judge A l f red  Herndndez o f  Houston ,  who was

the  na t jona l  p res ' iden t  o f  LULAC a t  tha t  t ime,  the  ad  hoc  comm' i t tee  d is in tegra ted .
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I  rea l1y  don ' t  fo resee any  prob lems w i th  LULAC work ing  w i th  o ther  o rgan i -

zat ions,  because we have done so before.  Genera' l ' ly ,  i f  you stop to consider

L : tJ ,  the  ob jec t ives  o f  most  Mex ican Amer ican organ iza t ions  are  bas i ,ca l l y

the same. l , t le al l  want the same things. The only problem is that  somet imes

we don ' t  agree  on  how to  go  about  ach iev ing  our  goa1s .  But  I  th ink  tha t  i f

we can ident " i f y  a  fo rce fu l  leader  tha t  can  br ing  together  a l l  these organ iza-

t ions ,  j t  can  be  done .

That 's  one th ing  I ' ve  a lways  thought  about .  The co lo red  peop le  !_Eu i l  the i r  Mar t in

Luther  K ing ,  and the  Mex ican Amer ican has  no t  had a  leader .  Do you be l ieve

th is  wou ld  b r ing  ou t  the  qua l i t i es  wh ich  have  been  lack ing  in  the  o rgan ' i za t jons?

Wel l ,  the  th ing  abou t  the  Mex ' i can  Amer ican  person  i s  tha t  we ' re  a l l  so  jnd iv i -

dua l  i s t i c ,  and i t ' s  a  l i t t le  b i t  harder  /Tor  u l  to  un ' i te .  Very  few o f  us  a re

wi l l ing  to  comprom' ise  our  p r inc ip les .  We have many,  many ieaders  tha t  a re  capa-

b le ;  bu t  so  fa r ,  none o f  these leaders  have ever  rea11y  under taken the  task  o f

o rgan iz ing  or  b r ing ' ing  together  the  many organ ' i za t ions .  Now,  I  know one o f  the

reaso i ' i s  tha t 'LULAC has-bebn hes i tan t  i s  because.so  many o f  our  o rgan iza t ions  are

po l i t i ca l l y  inc l ined .  Un less  we  amend our  cons t ' i t u t ion ,  i t ' s  ve ry  d ' i f f i cu l t  fo r

us  to  jo in  in  w i th  g roups  tha t  endorse  cand ida tes ,  because th js  wou ld  be  cont ra ry

to  our  cons t ' i tu t ' ion .

Maybe ' in  the  fu tu re  we can br ing  Judge A l f red  Herndndez f rom re t i rement .

Due  to  j l l ness ,  he  has  had  to  take  the  s jde l ines  in  the  Ch icano  Movement .  Bu t

he  was de f in i te ly  a  t remendous leader ,  and he  was w i l f ing  to  jeopard ize  h is  own

pro fess ' ion ,  "Por  lg  c_ausa, "  as  he  used to  s ta te .  But  un t j I  we can ident i f y

fuJ  person or  a  g roup o f  persons  tha t  cou ld  b r ing  the  organ iza t ions  together ,

I  be l ieve  tha t  we ' re  jus t  go ing  to  have to  cont inue jo in ing  on ly  whenever  we

can,  fo r  mat te rs  o f  mutua l  in te res t .

You say  tha t  a l l  these groups  are  bas ica l ' l y  f igh t ing  fo r  the  same th ing .  What

i s  th i s  one  th ing ,  s imp ' l i f i ed?

E:
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R: 14e l l ,  bas ica l l y ,  i t ' s  to  guaran tee  our  r igh ts  as  U .S .  c i t i zens ;  to  p ro tec t  ou r

r ights to equal  educat ion Lini l  to ensure our r jght  ' in equa' l  employment.  S0,

bas ' i ca11y ,  j t ' s  a l l  the  same th ing"  The  d i f fe rence  i s  ius t  the  way  you  go  abou t

doing i t .  For example,  you know LULAC recent ly had to wi thdraw from the Commit tee

of  New Media .  That  was a  group o f  o rgan iza t jons  tha t  sponsored a  program on

te lev js ion  to  convey  to  the  pub l ic  the  prob lems o f  the  Mex ican Amer ican communi -

ty ' in E1 Paso. The reason that we had to wi thdraw was because of  the 7frd in

wh ' i ch  the  in fo rmat ion  was to  be  d issem' ina ted .  These are  minor  d i f fe rences  tha t

cou ld  be  i roned  ou t .  Bas ica l l y  I  th ink  a l l  the  o rgan iza t ions ,  whe ther  in  par t

o r  as  a  who le ,  a re  in te res ted  in  p ro tec t ing  the  r jgh ts  o f  the  ind iv idua l ,  i n  one

form or another.

So  bas ica l l y  i t ' s  i us t  f j gh t ing  fo r  equa l i t y  w i th  the  res t  o f  soc ie ty?

Tha t ' s  r igh t .  0 f  course ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  a t  th ' i s  t ime '  wh ' i l e  LULAC

is  very  ou tspoken in  demand jng  /Thg7 r igh ts  o f  the  jnd iv idua l  ,  j t  ' i s  a lso  / ius l l

as  voca l  in  express ing  the  need o f  the ' ind jv jdua l  to  exerc ise  /T ' i s7  r igh t  and

respons ib i l i t y .  In  o ther  words ,  you  have  to  assume your  respons ib f l i t i es  as  an

ind ' i v idua l .

lThere's/  one thing that came to mind when you /wer3f  ta lk jng about r ights and

respons jb j l i t i es .  I ' ve  had severa l  peop le  come to  me and say  tha t  once a

Mex ' i can  Amer ican ge ts  to  a  pos i t ion  o f  any  respons ib i ' l i t y ,  he  fo rge ts  about

h is  g roup,  h ' i s  Mex ican Amer ican soc ie ty ,  and he  wants  to  io in ,  say '  the  Ang lo

society--get away from the Mexican American or Chicano society.

l l l e l l ,  I  don ' t  fu l l y  ag ree  w i th  tha t .  I  th jnk  tha t  we ,  as  a  peop le '  a re  ve ry

demand ing  o f  our  own.  In  o ther  words ,  we demand more  o f  our  ownrwhen they  ge t

in to  pub l i c  o f f i ce  o r  pos i t i ons  o f  respons ib i l i t y ,  than  we wou ld  demand o f  the

Ang lo  counterpar t .  Assuming tha t  we have a  Mex ican Amer jcan e lec ted  mayor  o f

the  c i ty  o f  E1 Paso,  we cannot  assume tha t  he ' i s  ius t  the  mayor  o f  the  Mex ican

Amenican peop le ;  bu t  ra ther ,  he  is  the  mayor  o f  the  en t i re  c i ty  o f  E ' l  Paso.  i

E :

R :

E :
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feel  that  many of  us are too denranding when i t  comes to our own; and instead of

hav ' ing  an  ob jec t ive  v iew,  we seem to  jus t  look  a t  the  shor tcomings  o f  the  ind i -

v idua l -  Th is  has  a lways  f rus t ra ted  me t remendous ly ,  because I  fee l  tha t  a l l  o f

us  a re  human and a l l  o f  us  make m' is takes .  And wh i le  we to le ra te  mis takes  f rom

the dominant major i ty,  we are not very to lerant of  the human errors that  are

made by our own people.

E :  So  you  don ' t  be l ieve  th is  cou ld  be  t rue ,  tha t  they ' ignore  the i r  &wn e thn ic

groufiz

R:  We l l ,  I  won ' t  say  tha t  j t  cou ldn ' t  be  t rue .  You  know,  we ' re  human and  I 'm  sure

that there could be some /who Oo that7.  As a matter of  fact ,  I  mysel f  have

found some that are not as responsive to the needs of  the Mexican American as I

wou ld  l i ke  to  have them be.  But  I  cannot  say  tha t  they  to ta l l y  fo rge t .  In

o ther  words ,  many  o f  ou r  peop le  don ' t  fu l l y  rea l j ze  wha t  po l i t ' i cs  i s  a l l  abou t .

Po l i t i cs ' i s  a  game o f  "you  g ive  a  l i t t l e  and  you  take  a  l i t t l e , "  and  many  o f

us  wou ld  l i ke  to  have every th ing  come our  way;  and somet ' imes,  tha t  j s  no t  human-

1y  poss ' ib le .  I  have dea l t  w ' i th  many ind  jv idua l  s  who have been c lass ' i f ied  by

some o f  my counterpar ts  as  "T io  Tacos . "  Yet ,  when every th ing  is  sa ' id  and done,

they have made tremendous contr jbut jons to the Mexican American--except that

they have done i t  in a very subt le way. Sometimes we are not able to assess

the  s i tua t ion ,  because you may w in  a  ba t t le  and lose  the  war ;  when what  we ' re

a f te r  i s  w inn ing  the  war .  So somet imes jn  o rder  to  rema ' in  e f fec t i ve ,  a  person

has to  take  a  subt le  approach to th ings .  L ike  I  s ta ted  to  you be fore ,  no t  a l l  o f

us  go  about  do ing  th ' ings  the  same way.  I  th ink  tha t  somet ' imes many o f  our  peop le

just  don' t  real ize the t remendous hurdles that  some of our people have frui l  to

overcome.  Jus t  to  make the  s l igh tes t  p rogress ,  they  have to  make concess ions .

So I  do  be l ieve  tha t  somet ' imes we are  ex t remely  c r i t i ca l  o f  the  peop le  tha t  we

have  in  pos i t i ons  o f  respons ib i l i t y .

E :  That ' s  the  way I  see  j t .  The peop le  ' in  any  pos i t ' i on  o f  respons ib i l  i t y  a re

29
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R:

actua l l y  caught  in  the  midd le  o f  two ex t remes.

That 's  r igh t ;  tha t ' s  very  t rue .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  to  g ive  you a  pr ime example '

we have a commissioner in the Equa' l  Employment 0pportuni ty Commjss' ion at  the

present t ime who is f rom El Paso: Raymond Tel les.  I  know that many people have

cr i t i c ' i zed  h im because he 's  no t  aggress ive  enough.  Yet ,  i f  the  peop le  were  ab le

to  scru t in ize  h ' i s  record ,  what  he  has  been ab le  to  cont r jbu te  fo r  the  Mex ican

Amer ican by  h ' i s  sub t le  way o f  do jng  th ings  is  t remendous.  I t ' s  ius t  tha t  some

of  us  l i ke  to  have th ings  done one way,  and don ' t  recogn ize  tha t  i f  you  were  to

do i t  tha t  way ,  Vou might  no t  accompf  i sh  any th ing .

Somet imes th ings  can be  accompl ished,  f i ke  you say ,  w i thout  be j r lg  mi I ' i tan t .

R igh t .  We l1 ,  you  see  theren  you  opened  ano ther  l j t t l e  door - -abou t  m i l i t ancy .

Whi le  the  LULAC organ iza t ion  and I  myse l f  do  no t  advocate  v jo lence in  any  fo rm

or  fash ion ,  I  imag ine  I  wou ld  on ly  concede to  tha t  as  a  very  las t  resor t ,  when

every th ing  e lse  abso lu te ly  fa i l s .  Ye t  I  f i nd  tha t  the  aggress iveness  o f  these

groups  makes the  es tab l i shnrent  recogn ize  tha t  there  are  prob lems.  Consequent ly ,

tha t  a f fo rds  organ ' i za t jons  such as  LULAC the  ab i f  i t y  to  go  in  and negot ia te  and

d iscuss  these prob lems,  and the  es tab l i shment  i s  fo rced to  l ' i s ten .  So you see,

one is  necessary  fo r  the  o ther .  So ins tead o f  be ' ing  faced w ' i th  hav ing  the i r

' indus t r ies  burned or  f iavgy '  v io lence deve lop ,  they  are  w i l l i ng  to  come fo r th  and

d jscuss  the  prob lems tha t  need to  be  d iscussed;  and so lu t ions  6r " *7  more  read ' i1y

acceptab le  to  them.  So th ' i s  mi l i tancy ,  to  a  cer ta in  degree, ' i s  very  necessary .

To at t ract  at tent ' ion.

Tha t '  s  r i  gh t .

Do you have any th ing  e lse  to  add?

We11,  Joe ,  the  on ly  th ing  I  have  to  say  i s  tha t ' i t  i s  ce r ta fn ly  my  des i re  to  see

more  persons  become invo lved jn  the  movement  o f  the  Ch icanos  in  the  c i ty  o f  E l

Paso.  I t ' i s  t rue  tha t  many o f  us  become a f f luen t  e i ther  because we are  ab le  to

f ind  our  p lace ' in  soc ie ty  th rough a  good pay ing  iob  or  whatever  o ther  means '
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N i l  we recogn ize  tha t  the  bar r ios  s t j l l  ex js t ,  tha t  many persons  in  E l  Paso

are  s t i l l  faced w i th  ex t remely  inadequate  hous ing ,  tha t  we s t j ' 11  have a  hea ' l th

prob lem,  T iE-ndJ  tha t  many o f  our  ch i ld ren  are  s t i l l  d ropp ing  ou t  o f  schoo l  a t

a fast  rate / Io tha!7 the average educat jonal  level  of  the Mexican American is

be low even tha t  o f  the  b lack  in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas .  t , . le  s t ' i l l  f i nd  tha t  the

average earn ing  capac i ty  o f  the  average l4ex ican Amer ican ' i s  s t j l l  be low every -

body  e lse- - inc lud ing  the  b lack  in  Texas .  So,  my God,  even though we have sa t

here  and d iscussed a l l  the  th ings  tha t  we have done,  we f ind  tha t  the  methods

of  keep ing  our  peop le  f rom acqu i r ing  the i r  p lace ' in  soc ie ty  have become more

soph js t i ca ted ;  and consequent ly ,  our  method o f  combat ing  these th ings  has  to

become more  soph is t i ca ted .  So,  by  and 1arge,  we cannot  s i t  back  and res t  on  our

laure ls ,  bu t  ra ther  I  fee l  tha t  we have to  go  ou t  and f jgh t  s t i11  harder  fo r  a l l

these th ings  fo r  our  peop le"

I  want to thank you for your t ime and ef for t .  Thank you very much.
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