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Th ' is  i s  an  Ora l  H is to ry  in te rv iew w i th  Mrs .  Mo l l ie  Gosset t  o f  9812

Eugen ia ,  E l  Paso,  Texas .  The da te  i s  December  2 ,  1975.  In te rv iewing

is  Sarah John.

J :  Mrs .  Gosset t ,  can  you te l l  us  when and where  you were  born ,  p lease?

G: I  was born jn Monterrey,  Nuevo Leofr ,  Mdxico,  in 
. l90. l .

J :  Can you te l l  me a  l i t t le  b ' i t  about  your  paren ts?

G: lvly daddy was an American, and my mother was part French and part Spanish.

My mother and daddy were marr ied in Eagle Pass, Texas. My mother went

to  the  convent  [ there ]  w i th  the  S is te rs ,  and my daddy 's  s is te r  was  go ing

at the same t ime. That 's how ny daddy met my mother.  She was fourteen

years o1d when they got marr ied.  He was working then at  the rai l road,

bu i ld ing  ra i l roads  f rom Eag le  Pass  to  Monter rey .  Then la te r  he  went

to American Smelt ing in TorreJn. After a whi le he was made Assistant

Super intendent there.  Ide I  ived there qui te a whl le.  But when I  was

twelve-- that  was in 19, |3--we had to leave. In fact ,  they had to evacuate

us as refugees. The American Consul  came and told my dad [ t f rat ]  we had

two hours to get out of  Torredn. hle had our home and our furni ture;  we

had to leave everything. Mother only had t ime to get sheets to put our

c lo thes  in .  There  were  e leven ch i ld ren ;  the  baby- -0scar - -was f i ve  months

old.  They took us by wagon from the American Smelt ing Company. The

American Consul  there was Mr.  Carodus. So they took us to Torredn to

the spec' ia l  t ra ' in [sent]  f rom the United States to br ing three hundred

fam' i l ies f rom Torredn to El  Paso. I  don' t  know why, but af ter  we got to
I

Torreon, we had to wait two days. lnly mother had one side of the Pullman

w i th  a l l  t he  ch i l d ren .  Then  we  s ta r ted  ou t  t o  San  Pedro .



J : Tel l  me about what happened before you lef t .  How did you l ive? What

was ] i fe  l ' i ke  a t  tha t  t ime?

It was great. LJe had a wonderful l i fe; my dad had a wonderful job. l l le

had everything we needed. hle had pr ivate tutors in Engl ish and Spanish,

because the  schoo ls  were  c losed on  account  o f  the  Revo lu t ion .  And be ing

a Smel te r  town,  i t  was  smal l .  We had an  Eng ' l i sh  teacher  in  the  morn ing

and a Spanish teacher in the af ternoon. We had a fourteen room house with

beaut i fu l  fu rn i tu re ;  we had two l i v ing  rooms.  My dad was a  fanat ic  about

furni ture,  and qy mother had the most beaut i fu l  bedroomjmported from

Germany, wi th a red velvet  canopy. Then we had a f i rst  l iv ing room with

long drapes  and beaut ' i fu l  love  seat  su i tes .  By  the  way,  I  go t ' in  one

day.  h le  were  no t  supposed to  ge t  in  the  
' l i v ing  

room.  Dr .  V i l lamea l ' s

[unc]e]  was my sister 's godfather,  and they came to v is i t .  My mother made

s igns  w i th  her  eyes  to  me to  ge t  ou t .  I  was  about  l0  o r  1 . | .  I  go t  so

scared I  fe l l  o f f  the  cha i r  because I  knew I  was  go ing  to  ge t  a  wh ipp ing !

"Ora  verJs , "  she  sa id .  f lLaughter ]  So,  I  had to  ge t  ou t  by  wa lk ing  back-

wards !  I t  wasn ' t  too  long a f te r  tha t  [ tha t  we had to  leave] .  My bro ther

Wi l l ie  was  two years  o lder  [ t f ran  I  was ] ;  everywhere  he  went ,  I rd  go .  I

was a regular tomboy. We got on top of  the house, and we saw al l  th is

dust.  t , le had one of  those old-fashioned phones. My dad cal led and said

to  ge t  a l l  the  k ids  ins ide ;  "Here  come the  rebe ls ! "  V i I Ia 's  men [were ]

coming to k i l l  the fSdgral-es that  were stat ioned in Torredn. Wel l ,  we

were up there [on the roof] ;  we thought i t  was fun! Bul lets were just

"pss t -pss t "  shoot ing  over  our  heads !  But ,  f ina l l y ,  mother  sent  one o f  the  men

that worked for us,  a reZi ,and [he] got us down. By that t ime, there

were three or four men at  our door on horses. Wel l ,  they walked r ight

inn  horses  and  a l l ,  i n to  our  pa t io !  We had  a  garden  in  the  m idd le - -
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Mex ican s ty le - -bu t  we had a  l i t t le  founta in -  So they  le t  the i r  horses

dr ink  water  r igh t  ins ide  o f  our  garden.  They  sa id"  " r 'Ande le ! iQueremos
I

comer ! "  They  had a  cabec i l la ;  h is  name was D ' iaz .  He was a  very  famous

cabegi l la.  He was in charge of  that  t roop. He was in there wi th them;

there were about four or f ive men with him. So my mother came out of  her

room and  to ld  them,  "Y  us tedes , .q r5 . r . "n  que  es  uqu i l  caba l le r i za  o

cua-rtel.? is.. r. ,ur* ;; .lt*'* *rn*, *n,*' 
'g 

U1* .on

* 
"*rr*, 

She said, "I wil l not feed anybody unless you take

your horses out to the back yard.  You can eat here,  but get your horses

to the back where they be1ong."  So the cabeci l la said,  "Ah. i&qg]g_,

fu -e- ra ! "  because mother  was so  brave.  Imag ine ,  they  cou ld  have k i l led

her  and k i l led  us  a l l !  Bu t  he  respec ted  mother  because he  saw tha t  she

was so brave. We had a few refugees in our home fbecause] there had been

a cloudburst  and the peones had had their  homes washdd away; so they came

to stay up there.  And io{az]  thought that  my father was gett ing men to-

gether for  a revolut jon or something because there were about ten or

twenty extra men fat the house]. So, he took my father out, and they

were going to fusi lar--execute him across the street.  They marched him

out there.  I t ty s ister Maggie was fourteen then. She went r ight  up with

my daddy and them. Lo pararon, and this cabeci l ' l1r  said,  "Vamos a fusi lar teo

gr ingq, porclue andas l ' iuntahAo hor lbres."  Maggie stood in f ront  of  h im and

sa id ,  "A l l  r i gh t .  I f  you ' re  go ing  to  k i11  my daddy ,  you  have  to  k i l l  me ,

too ! "  So  th is  cabec i l l a  sa id ,  "We l l ,  th i s  fami l y  i s  someth ing  e lse !  We

can' t  do anything. / "ge, pues! i lg lg sg me salen en dos- !g lg: !"  Boy,

we were crawl ing!  So mother was packing and the company sent a car for

us. Then we started, about two days after being on the train. l l ' |e

started to San Pedro,  and we couldn' t  go any further.  We had to stay
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there.  They had burned the br idge. The train had about eighteen or

twenty cars and three hundred fami l ies.  The men of  the t ra in--a ' l l  of

the fathers and husbands--would bui ld the br idge. t l le had f lat  cars wi th

lumber ;  and they  wou ld  bu i ld  the  br idge and then we 'd  go  by .  Ha l f  way

from Torredn to Monterrey we had three asal tos.  Some of these bandi ts--

revolut ionar ies--wou1d get on the t ra in and steal  some of  our food. t , l le

had a whole load of  canned goods; the government had furnished everything.

So they stole [what we had].  We'd been on the train two weeks when some-

body saw a  cow or  a  bu l l  ou t  on  the  pra i r ie .  So they  a l l  go t  ou t  and k i l led

i t .  They had big tubs and they made soup and cooked that meat to feed

us. 0f  course, mother would nurse the baby, but she needed food. Anyway, Vou

can imag ine  mother  w i th  e leven k jds  w i thout  a  ba th !  So,  she saw a  d i tch

out  in  the  pra i r ie .  I  th ink  i t  was  where  the  ca t t le  wou ld  d r ink  water .

Right away, they stopped the train and said,  "Everybody get out and take

a bath i f  you want to."  I t  was muddy water.  So they started washing our

hair ;  [we were] fu]1 of  soap. t^Je hadn' t  been there very long when fsome-

one began] shoot ing at  us.  l l le had to get on the t ra in,  fu11 of  soap!

[Laughter]  So thatrs the way we stayed t i l l  we got to Montemey! There

we picked up my grandma--Mam{ Panchi ta-- to go to El  Paso. By that t ime,

V i l laand h is  men came a long;  and he  go t  on  the  t ra in .  They  were  k i l l i ng

the federales. Some of them were cutting the bottom of their feet, and

they 'd  th row them on our  t ra in .  Then the  V i l l i s tas  thought  vve  were  he lp ing

[the federales] .  Mother hid one. He was kind of  gr ier i to and she took

him and said that  he was one of  her sons. My sister Maggie was beaut i fu l .

lgg;  g lq precio,sa.  So mother had to t ie [my sisters ' ]  heads with some rags

so tha t  they  wou ldn ' t  see  them.  They  were  s tea l ing  the  g i r l s - - tak ing

them out.  So niy daddy had a gun and he said to get on one end of  the



J :

u .

coach.  He to ld  the  g i r l s ,  " I f  some o f  these band i ts  ge t  on  th is

t ra in ,  I 'm go ing  to  have to  shoot  you bo th . "  He 'd  ra ther  shoot  them than

let  [ the bandi ts]  take them. You can imagine what i t  was [ ' t ike]  for

mother .  Those two g i r l s  were  beaut i fu l ;  o f  course ,  Magg ie  was the  pre t t ies t

one.  She was four teen.  So he  sa id ,  " I ' l l  have to  shoot  you. "  We f ina l l y

made i t .  In Montemey they said [ that  there was] no pass at  a l l  to El  Paso.

We had to go back to Tampico and take a boat there to Galveston-- f ive

days. t, le had a tem'ible storm, and I nearly died. And they told mama

they'd have to bury me at  sea, because I  was vomit ing al l  over the place!

[Laughter]  But I  got  by.  They kept us in quarant ine for  ten da.vs before

they let  us out of  the boat.  In Galveston, my daddy took us to a hotel

[so  tha t ]  we a l l  cou ld  ge t  c leaned up .  Then we go t  a  t ra in .

What did you use for money? Were you able to br ing money with you?

Mother  had a  l i t t le  money s tuck  way in  the  babyrs  c lo thes .  She was ab le

to save some of the money--not too much. Then we came to tl Paso. Ir'le

cou ld  e i ther  go  to  San Anton io ,  where  my daddy 's  mother  was,  o r  we cou ld

come to El  Paso where the Smelter was. So my daddy said,  "Let 's go to

E l  Paso. "  We had to  s tay  a t  th is  depot  here ,  Lord ,  near ly  the  who le  day .

We got in about 7 in the morning. 0f  course, mother gave us some money,

and we bought candy. The f i rst  th ing I  bought was a Hershey bar.  l laughter l  I

d idn' t  know what they were, but they sure were good! They were 5 cents.

I4y daddy went out and we stayed there al l  day unt i l  he could f ind a place

to take us.  He found a hotel  somewhere around San Francisco Street,  so

we stayed there. He went out to look for a home for us. He got us

sett led at  
. |000 

Mundy. Then he went to work r ight  away, on the second

day. We got here on the lst  of  November,  l9 l3;  he went in to report

[on that day, also] .  They gave him a job r ight  away. Mr.  Ernest Arms
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was the super intendent.  He came r ight  away and gave us a lot  of  f i rst

aid and got the doctor to see us.  But on the thi rd day, my daddy came

home with his lunch, and he went to bed. He never got up again- He died

0n the 7th, a week after we [got] here. So there tnle were. Mother was

sick wi th the inf luenza; they al l  were,  except me. I  took care of  my

baby brother.  I  used to feed him r ice water.  Pues no haUi l  leche. But

I could go to the store; mother would send me. Then flmy brother] Hugh

went to work in Judrez.  Mother had a l i t t le money, so he bought an

Overland car.  He was chauffeuning Pancho Vi11a. And l , , l i t l ie was there,

too .  V i l la  had go t ten  in to  JuJrez ,  shoot ing  and k i l l i ng  everybody.  So

Lu is  Cantd  was impor t ing  cueros- - lea ther .  They  go t  h im and took  h im to  ja i t

ldas he related to you?

He was my mother's cousin. Somehow he sent word; somebody came and told

mother [ that ]  they were going to take him out to shoot him behind the

jai l  in Judrez.  So mother got dressed, y ahi  v.amos. She took me alono

to  the  cuar te l .  I t  was  on  Aven ida  Lerdo;  and tha t  was  V i l la ' s  headquar te rs .

So mother  went  in ;  they  f ina l l y  le t  us  in .  [V i i la ]  d i io :  "9ueng,  J
/

ustedes ,  iqu6  qu ie ren?"  "Pues v ine  a  ver  mi  sobr ino ,  porque lo  t iene

r" .- ."  ;  ^.  . r  ^uou. r ,rux*J. ; -  f rr i l * ,  ,u-*;r* .rucidn;

i a  toda su  fami l ia { "  Mother  sa id ,  "  Y  a  ver?por  qu{?"  He sa id ,  "Pues

dste tr_ae contrabando_s." "No, pero ,po. qu.!? Es su negocio de #os,

comprar  cueros  y  vender los .  No es  cont rabando.  Raga d1  cont r ibuc iones . "

" iNo ,  nor  no !  De  todos  modos ,  1o  fus i lan  mf iana . "  Bu t  I  don ' t  know. . .

He saw mother  so  brave,  he  f ina l l y  sa id ,  "Se lo  l leva ,  pero  no  lo  qu i_ero

volver a ver aqui ' . "  So we brought him back on the streetcar f rom Jua'rez.

What  d id  V i l l a  look  l i ke?

Pr ie to r  con  b igo tdn ;  feo .  He was coarse ' look ing .  But  they  say  he  was
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do ing  a  lo t  o f  char i ty  work ;  bu t  he  was k i l l i ng  peop le ,  anybody tha t  go t

in his way. hJe brought our cousin over,  but  the boys kept working over

there .  T i l l i e  and Magg ie  went  to  work  a t  the  Popu lar  fo r  $3 .00  a  week,

The Popu lar  was  on ly  one f loor ,  r igh t  where  i t  i s  [now] .  And the  town- -

pugs dg ?!- i r ,o reI t r - .  They st i11 had those l i t t le buggies wi th one horse.

They  ca l led  them ja rd ineras ,  because they 'd  go  around the  ja rd ines .  They 'd

take you from, say,  the Popular up to Upson where we l ived for 50d. I

donrt  remember how the White House was, but i t  was there;  pero muy chiqui to--

jus t  one f loor .

J :  What  k ind  o f  soc ia l  l i fe  was there  here  in  E l  Paso and Ju t rez  dur ing  tha t

t ime?

Wel l ,  there  were  a  lo t  o f  very  d is t ingu ished fami l ies  f rom Ch ihuahua:  the

Terrazas, the Luj ins,  the Maderos--Ernesto Madero. And we had a beaut i fu l

Mexican Casino behind the Del Norte Hotel .  Then there was a casino at

the  Customhouse in  Judrez- -La  Aduana.  0bregdn came in  l915 or  l916 ;

anyway I  danced with him. By that t ime I  was 15; I  was going to the

dances .  Then a t  the  agr icu l tu re  schoo l  they 'd  have p icn ics .

I 'd  l i ke  to  back t rack  a  l i t t le  and ge t  some more  de ta i l s  about  your  t r ip

to the United States.

As I  said,  we on' ly had two hours to get out of  town, out of  the house.

We had to leave everything. I t  took 40 days--a month and l0 days-- f rom

Tome6n to Monterrey.  0f  course, you can imagine what we went through;

but we were lucky because the United States had provided a lot  of  grocer ies:

canned goods,  meats ,  canned vegetab les ,  lo ts  o f  canned mi lkn  fo r  a l l  the

peop ' le .  But  a f te r  be ing  ou t  two weeks ,  bahd idos  came in  and robbed the

train of  a lot  of  the food; not al l  together,  but  they took everything

they wanted. Anyway, we kept on going. I  don' t  know how we did i t ;
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but,  here we are.  But we were lucky;  in other words,  we had trans-

portat ion.  There Were some of the f inest  fami l ies f rom Torredn--

G6mez Pa lac io ,  Le rdo- -wa lk ing  w i th  the i r  ch i ld ren  ou t  in  the  p ra i r ie .

Our t ra in couldn' t  p jck anybody up because vve were coming out of  the

windows ourse lves !  We had guards- -we cou ldn ' t  p ick  up  anybody.  Any-

way, we came on. When we f ina' l ' ly  got  to Tamp' ico,  we took that boat--

i t  was cal led "Texas."  t , 'Je came to San Antonio af ter  being quarant ined;

then we came to El  Pason and my daddy went to the Smelter.  He died a

week later,  so there we were. My brothers al l  went to work.  One of  my

bro thers - -Hugh ie- -bouqht  tha t  Over land and used j t  as  a  tax i .  He used

to  dr ive  V i l la  a round in  Judrez ,  imag ine !  Then my bro ther  l l ' l i l l i e - -he

was on ly  about  l5 - -wou ld  sneak  over .  My mother  d idn ' t  know,  bu t  he 'd  go

over there and dr ive.  One day, he was stand' ing on the corner of

lSth of  September and Avenida Jua/rez,  r ight  by Vi l la.  You know, my

big shot brother!  Some guy came up to Vi l la--and of  course he was

nervous ,  the  poor  o ld  guy .  He pu t  h is  hand in  h is  pocket  to  ge t  h is

handkerch ie f ,  and V i l la  shot  h im- -PQW-- r igh t  in  the  s tomach.  He shot

him two t imes. Vi l la said,  "QU-d- tonto.  
'J5y.  

-M anda met iendo la mano

1 l_q  ! .o lsa?"  He thought  [ the  man]  was go ' ing  to  shoot  h im!  0 f  course ,

mother  d idn ' t  know any  o f  th js ,  bu t  Wi l l ie  came home and to ld  us .  Mother

sa id ,  "You  can ' t  go  back .  ' r  t r0h ,  no !  He 's  my  f r iend .  "  [V i l  l a ]  k ind  o f

l i ked  h im.  He  used  to  g ive  h im buenas  p rop inas . . . fPause ] .  Tha t  means

ti ps . (iAhB Ja le d huot u" ct esp#ol t ) [Laughter] 0n the trai n o

my dad was so  wor r ied  about  us  a l l .  Bu t  my bro ther  Wi l l ie  and I  wou ld

sneak some way and go to another car.  He'd look out one window on

one s ide  o f  the  t ra in ,  and I 'd  look  ou t  the  o ther ,  to  see how many men

we could see hanging on the posts.  We counted them. Some of them were
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bloated; some of them had their  tongue out.  I t  scared the heck out of

me- - I  cou ldn ' t  s leep  a t  n igh t !

So you made a game out of  i t?

Yes, we made a game. I wanted to see how many I could count. At one

of those l i t t le towns-- I  th ink i t  was Pomona--they got two federal

of f icers.  Les cor. tgron ]3 letgua y las plan_tas de los pi_es. And

they threw them on our t ra in!  Can you imagine? Everybody was crying and

pray inq .  But  they  d ied  r igh t  away.  We d idn ' t  see  them because they  were

out in f ront .  Af ter  we got to El  Paso, they stuck me up in Las Cruces

at  Lore t to .  By  tha t  t ime,  I  was  a lmost  
' l3 .  

The S is te rs  wou ld  make me

wash d ishes  and sweep the  s tove ,  jus t  l i ke  C indere l ' la ,  rea1 ly .  And

you know what  I 'd  do? They  had a  grea t  b ig  bowl  o f  m i lk  and they 'd  bo i l

i t .  You know that th ick cream that [comes to the top]? I  used to take

i t  w i th  a  b ig  spoon and fea t  i t ]  w i th  French bread.  I  was  te r r ib le .

They made me work pret ty hardo for a poor l i t t le innocent gir l .  My

brother Frank found out somehow--I  sent word.  He had a motorcycle,  and

he came and took me out.  I  got  in the motorcyc' le [and rode] al l  the

way from Las Cruces to El  Paso. We had an adventure,  real ly.  [Pause]

They had beaut i fu l  par t ies  in  JuJrez .

What  years  wou ld  you say  th is  was,  more  or  less?

'14 , ' . l 5 ;  even  ' . | 3 .  V i l l a  was  there  in ' . | 3 .  He  s tayed  there  qu i te  a

wh i le ,  then went  to  the  mounta ins .  That ' s  when 0bregdn came.  Then they

made a beaut i fu l  casino for al l  of  the refugees. They were al1 very

c lose ,  we were  a l l  very  f r iend ly .  They  were  a l1  good fami l ies .  They

gave  th is  b ig  dance  in  1916- - I  was  15  and  I  cou ld  go  to  the  dance .  Tha t ' s

when I  danced with el  General  Escobar and Obregdn. ( t tot  at  the same t ime.)

[Laughter]  So many things happened that I  can' t  remember.  One of  the

[ th ings I  can remember most]  is  that  the bandi ts were steal ing young
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g ' i11s - -se  las  robaban  a  las  muchachas .  Then  in  San ta  Rosa l ia ,  V i l l a  was

rea l l y  k i l l i ng  peop le .  (Don ' t  pu t  tha t  on  paper - - iV lene y  !T .Le  co- r ta  e l

pescueso l  No,  pobre ,  fs  lo  mataron . )  /LaughterT  eu t  they  sa id  he  was

pre t ty  good,  tha t  he  had a  good hear t  and he lped peop le ,  tha t  he  rea11y

was k ind  o f  l i ke  Rob ' in  Hood.  He 'd  rob  the  r i ch  and he lp  the  poor .

There  was a  b ig  shoot ing  in  Judrez ,  and some o f  the  bu l le ts  came across

and k i l led  a  bunch o f  nosey  peop le  tha t  were  look ing  around.  Mi r_o-n-es ,

you know.  You see,  V i l la  was here  in  Judrez ,  then he  went  to  Pa lomas,

then he  came back  to  Judrez .  That ' s  when Persh ing  went  over  w i th  the

t roops  to  V j l l a  Ahumada,  c lose  to  Ch ihuahua .

Do you remember anyth ' ing ' in part icular about that?

I  saw Persh jng  ge t t ing  a1 l  the  t roops  on  the  t ra ' in - -Wi l l ie  and I  went

to  see.  But  they  came back ;  they  d idn ' t  ca tch  h im.  They  cou ldn ' t  f ind

him. afui  le jban a pescar? iSe esc_onj l_ ia en la s jerral  Pershing went

in  p re t ty  deep in to  Mex ico .  F t .  B l j ss  no  ten ia  nada.  No ten iq  bu i ld -

' ings- - f ius !7  f  i t t le  shacks  nomds.  (La ter ,  my bro thers  Frank  and Hugh

worked  bu j ld ing  those  b ig  o f f i ce rs '  homes . )

J :  In  
. l 9 . l6 ,  

V i l l a ' s  men k i l l ed  severa l  Amer ican  eng ' ineers  in  San ta  I sabe ' l  ,

Ch ihuahua.  We 've  read tha t  ' i n  re ta l ia t ion ,  many E1 Pasoans go t  together

and wanted to run the Mexican community into Mexico.  Do you remember

any th jng  about  tha t  inc ident?

G: I  don' t  remember that ,  but  I  do remember that  the t roops here pu

ya

mgt jendo .  I n  Sou th  E l  Paso ,  e ra  una  pe lo te ra - - f i gh ts  on  tha t  accoun t ;

amer i canos  cs l l  mex icanos .  Te ru jb le .  iQu6  cu lpa  ten ian?  I t  was  te r r i b le .

Fo r  qu i t e  a  wh j l e  i t  was  bad .  We  cou ldn ' t  go  ou t  a t  n i gh t  a t  a l l .

Can you te l l  us about  the exper ience you brother  Hugh had when he was

tak ing  you r  cous in  to  To r re6n?

cafron on Mt.  Frankl ' in and they would shoot at  Ju6rez,  porque

ta

estaban

J :
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Hugh went to take my cousin to Torredn. That was way after we got

here .  He was tak ing  her  back .  E lo isa  is  her  name.  Ha l fway  th is  s ide

of  Ch ihuahua,  they  s topped the  t ra in .  Here  comes a  bunch,  robb ing  the

t ra in ,  tak ing  jewe l ry  and c lo thes .  So my bro ther  had a  r ing  tha t  be-

longed to my daddy. One of  the guys says, "Ddme el  ani l lo."  My brother

sa id ,  "Pos ,  ds te  no  me sa le . "  "Ah,  q ldbgg!g- . "  And he  go t  ou t  a

machete,  una {Ags. "Bueno, ponqa el  dedo par{cort{ fselo."  Hugh just

shook  h is  hand and the  r ing  fe l l  o f f !  f laughter ]  iDe l  sus to  ggg l lev6 !

They  took  the i r  c lo thes ;  they  took  o f f  h is  pants !  They  le f t  h is  sh i r t

and his underwear.  And they took her skir t  of f  para las_ soldadas. You

know they had their women with them. They'd go everywhere with them.

They fouoht wi th them, too.

0h ,  yes .  They 'd  have  a  baby  down in  the  p ra i r ie ,  p i ck  i t  up ,  y  a l l i t

Van-. I saw that myself, when we were coming. There were the men,

la t rop-a-n and the soldadas de atr /s,  a pie,  f i l iate.  In le were stopped.

A f lwoman] went of f  to a l i t t le place and had her baby. . .NamJ le ayudd;

le  avento l  mant i l las  U pan.  She d idn ' t  ge t  o f f  the  t ra in .  There  were

l i t t l e  k ids ,  s i x  o r  seven  years  o ld ,  p id iendo .  Mother  wou ld  g ive  her

whatever  she cou ld .

J :  Do you remember  any th ing  about  the  '20 's?  What  was E l  Paso l i ke  dur ing

that t ime?

G:  I t  was  k ind  o f  a  dead town,  rea l l y .  There  was no t  much go ing  on .  There

was very  l i t t le  t ra f f i c .

Dur ing Prohibi t ion,  d id a lot  of  people go over to JuJrez? I , ,Jere there

any  boot leggers  in  E l  Paso?

Oho Lord ,  V€s !  There  was  one  ca l led  the  Ho le  in  the  Wa l l .  I  th ink  i t

was between El  Paso and Fabens. They could go and get dr inks [ there] .

J :

G :

J :

G :
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I ' ve  heard  tha t  there  was a  lo t  o f  gambl ing  and qu i te  a  few n igh t  c lubs

in  Judrez  a t  tha t  t ime.

They had the  b igges t  gambl ing  house ca l led  the  Cas ino  T ivo l i ' .  They  had

roulet te.  Af ter  I  got  marr ied in 1922, Bob took me over there one

n igh t .  ( I  cou ' ldn ' t  go  over  be fore  I  was  mar r ied . )  Another  p lace  was

the  B ig  K id 's  Pa lace ,  and the  owner  was a  b ' ig  guy .  I  th ink  he  was Ger -

man.  Era  pura  pe ladera- -gambl ing  and rooms ups ta i rs  y  qu idn  sabe cu{n to .

0f  course, we just  heqr l l  about that .  I t  was pret ty bad. Then they

had these "houses" over there in Ju{rez;  they f inal ly moved them back.

Como ahora-- the same thing. They've got a ' |1 of  that  over there now--

gambl ing and casinos escpldido_!. I guess it was because we were so

young,  [bu t ]  E l  Paso was very  qu ie t  to  me,  no t  exac t ' l y  l i ke  [ i t  i s  now] - -

bu i ld ' ings ,  banks .  There  was one bank- - the  Sta te  Nat iona l .  That ' s

where mama used to put fher money].  Af ter  my daddy died, we got the

insurance f ive years later.  So she put i t  there.  Then the boys started

squander ing i t  on motorcycles and cars.

How do you remember the Depression?

Wel l ,  i t  was  pre t ty  bad.  I  was  a ' l ready  mar r ied .  I  d idn ' t  su f fe r  be-

cause Bob had h is  own bus iness .

What  k ind  o f  bus iness  d id  he  have?

Wholesale butter and eggs. t .11-gggr buen negocio.  fDur ing the Depression]

we d idn ' t  have any  hard  t imes.  |eara  qud t .  voy  a  dec i r?  We d idn ' t
E -

suf fe r ,  bu t  a  lo t  o f  peop le  d id .  There  were  bread l ines ;  there  were

a lo t  o f  peop ' le  ou t  o f  work .  Perq  los  muchgchos (Frank ,  Hugh,  George) ,

Ig.  They were working at  Car lsbad, putt ing the l ' ights in the caves.

What do you think about El  Paso and Jut ' rez now?J :
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E l  Paso is  g rea t ;  i t rs  beaut i fu l .  0 f  course ,  th is  i s  home.  There 's

no other c l imate l ike in El  Paso, even though we get dust storms. Pero

n0 !gJ .como E l  Paso.  And i t l s  p rogressed so  much.  I  don ' t  know too

much about Ju{rez.  Since I  got  marr ied,  I  got  away from al l  that .  I

don ' t  go  much,  so  I  rea l l y  cou ldn ' t  te l l  you  much about  tha t .  The

society over there est i  nrgy bien. UgJ- UUX boni to-s c lubs--Juveni l  ,

Batcin Rojo.  Judrez has progressed, too.

Do you remember how Mexican peop'le were treated in El Paso? Were they

t rea ted  we l l ,  o r  was  there  pre jud ice  aga ins t  them a t  tha t  t ime?

Not one bi t  that  I  can think of .  You never would hear about discr imina-

t ion in the schools;  we al l  went together.  Nobody bothered anybody. De veras.

l!q. hglia que "Ch.id.q.!19-" pq' qqg. Ug hgOi.a lggg Cq esq. It was very peaceful , no

tSg jgg . .  You d idn ' f  see  a lL  these k j l l i n !s - tha l  we ' ie  haVing  now cada ra to .

f lat in a alquien and they f jnd them out in the desert .  AE€, no- Besjdes f tnaf

pr ices now are temible!  You could get a b ' ig loaf  of  French bread fsn

5d ,  and  a  quar t  o f  m i l k  fo r  l 0d .

IPause]

Can you tel1 us one of  the more interest ing comical  exper iences of  your

l i f e?

I  guess  ' i t ' s  tha t  I  don 'b  l ' i ke  choco la te  candy  [now] .  One day  my s is te r

took  me w i th  her  w i th  her  boy f r iendo because she cou ldn ' t  go  ou t  w i th  a

boyfr iend unless I  was with her.  So we went to s i t  in the park on one

of  the  benches so  they  cou ld  ta lk .  They  d fdn ' t  even k iss  o r  any th ing ,

but I  had to be a chaperone. Anyway, coming back, he had to take a ,

streetcar f rom Tomedn to the Smelter where we l ived l th is is wh' i le we

were  s t i l l  i n  Mdx ico l .  The fe l ' l ow bought  T i l l i e  a  bag o f  beaut i fu l

American chocolate candy from the American drug store--Warners Drug

J :
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Store.  I  was 7 or B, so they wanted to keep me quiet-  They sent me

to the back of the streetcar and they gave me the package of candy- My

sister says,  "Just  eat one or two and save them. We're going to have

to  h ide  them.  Don ' t  you  te l l  Mother  tha t  Josd gave me th is  candy . "  So

I  sa id r  "0h ,  no . "  So I  was  s i t t ing  over  there ,  and I  s ta r ted  ea t ing .

Some of them were wrapped in di f ferent colored t ins--pret ty colors--

go' ld,  greeno etc.  At  about the 10th or l l th candy I  began to get s ick;

so  I 'd  ea t  one and th row one ou t  the  w indow!  F ina l l y ,  I  was  rea lU s ick .

I t  took  us  40  minu tes  to  r ide ,  so  when we got  there ,  T i l l i e  sa id ,

" lAnda le ! "  She p icked me up.  " ldhat ' s  the  mat te r?  Where 's  the  candy?"

" I t ' s  gone.  "  "P-e l .o ,  g imro t  You cou ldn ' t  have ea ten  i t  a l  I  ! "  So

when we got home, Mother was at  the door wai t ing for  us.  When she saw

f i r€ ,  she  sa id ,  "What ' s  the  mat te r  w i th  her?"  T i I I i e  sa id ,  " I  don ' t

know;  she a te  some candy. "  "What  k ind?"  "0h ,  jus t  a  I i t t le  p iece  o f

candy .  I t  made her  s ick . "  I  was  burn ing  up  w i th  fever !  They  had to

send me to  the  hosp i ta l .  I  was  such a  p ig !  / taughteg

Thank you very much for your interest ing and humorous interviewo

Mrs .  Gosset t .
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