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M:

R:

MIKE ROMO

This is an interview with Mr.  Mike Romo of Bl01 Freedom Street,  El  Paso,

Texas, the 7th day of  October,  
. l975. 

Conduct ing the interview are
f

0scar Mart inez and Sarah John.

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  Mr .  Romo,  can you te l1  us  when and where  you were  born?

I  was  born  in  another  town in  Eas t  Texas .  I t ' s  ca l led  Bracket tv i l le .

I t 's  just  across the r iver f rom Fort  Clark.  I  was born there February
. |5 ,  . l892 .  

That ' s  jus t  400 years  a f te r  Co lumbus d iscovered Amer ica .

What c i ty is c lose by to where you were born?
/

Del  R io  i s  one ;  [ i t s ]  on ly  30  mi les  [ f rom there ] ,  and  San  An ton io ' i s  abou t  
. |50

mi les  f rom there .

M:

R:

M:

D .

So you were born very c1 ose to

0h yes. In fact ,  we used to go

over  to  C iudad Por f i r io  D iaz .

wou ld  d r ive  over  there .

M:  Can  you  te11  me a  l i t t l e  b j t

the border?

to Eagle Pass every Sunday just  to go

Every Sunday my grandmother and my father

about  your  paren ts - -a  l i t t le  b i t  about  the i r

background?

R:  My grandfa ther  on  my fa ther 's  s ide  is  a  na t ive  o f  a  l i t t le  town ca l led

Rancho Nuevo. That 's about 30 mi les f rom Cuatro Cidnegas in the state of

Coahui la.  l ' ly  father lef t  ( I  don' t  know what age he was, but he was a

young man) wi th the idea of  cross' ing into the United States.  He crossed

at  Laredo.  Now,  ins tead o f  go ing  towards  San Anton io ,  I  don ' t  know how

it  came about,  but  he came up to Brackettv i l le;  and there he met my

mother,  of  course, and he marr ied her.  I  don' t  know much about my

grandfather on my mother 's s ide,  but I  do know about qy grandmother.  Her

o ldes t  son  (my mother 's  b ro ther )  had a  ranch up  in  the  nor th  s ide  o f
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M:

R:

Bracket tv i l le ,  a  p lace  they  ca l l  Nueces .  He had a  t imber  ranch there

and a lso  ca t t le .  But  where  he  made h is  money was se l l ing  cedar  po les

to the government. tW father was a carpenter, and a very good carpenter.

He contracted and made several  buj ld ings in Brackettv i l le.  But dur ing

the  Agu inado Revo lu t ion  my o ldes t  b ro ther  was work ing  w i th  a  Capta in

in  For t  B l i ss - -Capta in  Hornbrook .  And then Capta in  Hornbrook  was ca l led

to  the  Ph i l ipp ines ,  so  my bro ther  went  w i th  h im.  He was h is  chauf feur ;

he chauffeured his electr ic cars.  So he used to take care of  that  e lectr ic

car  and then run  emands [ fo r ]  the  Capta in .  The Capta in  h imse l f  was  a

mi l l iona i re .  They  owned in  Santa  Barbara ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  a  ho te l  ca l led

the Hornbrook Hotel .  So my brother Alv ino went over there.  ( I  have

two bro thers ,  A lv ino  and Abe l . )  When A lv ino  came back  here ,  he  go t

a  job  a t  the  Un ion  Sta t ion  here  in  E l  Paso,  So he  had a  good job .

Then he decided the folks ought to be in El  Paso. He sent money to my

daddy and so forth and we al l  came to l ive in El  Paso. That was in

1906 and I ' ve  been here  s ince .

Let me ask you some quest ions about your chi ldhood there in your home-

town. What do you remember about l i fe dur ing those days?

It  was very funny. As I  said,  my uncle had a ranch up in Nueces, and

my aunt had a very nice home. She had a lot  of  f ru i t  t rees around

there .  I  th ink , ' i t  was  abont  th ree  acres  o f  land ;  
- -She 

had a  lo t  o f

ch ickens ,  bu t  those ch ickens  wou ld  1ay  ou t  ' i n  the  bushes .  They  wou ldn ' t

go  in to  the  ch icken coop.  So i t  was  my iob  to  go  and co l lec t  those eggs .

Wel l ,  my mother passed away when I  was 6 months old,  so my father re-

marr ied several  years af ter  and I  had a very good stepmother.  She was

a f ine woman. Once in a whi le she would send me to my aunt for  eggs.

My aunt sold those eggs at  100 a dozen. InJhen she charged me 
. l00 

a dozent
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I got mad. I got very angry

your  eggs  aga in !  You shou ld

one incident I  can remember.

3

and I  sa id ,  " I  w i l l  never  come back  and co l lec t

se l l  them to  me fo r  a  n ick le  a  dozen ! "  Tha t ' s

M:

R:

I  had an uncle that  wasrwhat  you

would  ca ' l l ra  t rave l ing  agent .  He had a  wagon and he  f i l l ed  i t  up  w i th

everything that could be sold,  and he took i t  out  into the towns l ike

San Angelo and around there where they sheared sheep. I  would go with

himn and we'd come as far as Pecos over here.  I  knew old Judge Bean; I  knew

him we l l .  In  fac t ,  my unc ' le  used to  l i ke  to  take  h is  d r ink ;  and so  when

he went and stopped there [ to feed] the horses, he went in the bar.  I t

was too hot under the wagon, so I rd get under the steps of  Judge Bean's

saloon there.  I  would get under the steps and fal l  asleep there.  So ule

went around peddl ing.  That was exact ly the word--peddl ing.  He peddled

shir ts and underwear and pins and capes--whatever was saleable around

where they sheared sheep.

Was i t  a  good bus iness?

Yes.  And then as  I  g rew a  l i t t le  b i t  o lder  I  began to  se l l  the  Saturday

Eveninq Post and the Chicago Ledger.  I  was somewhere around f ive years

o ld ,  and Mr .  Ho lmes tha t  owned a  drug  s to re  in  Bracket tv i l le  h i red  me

to  he lp  a round the  s to re  there .  So I  d id  tha t  work .  But  i ' ve  a lways

be l ieved tha t  you 've  go t  to  keep ac t ive ;  i f  you  want  to  do  any th i rg lyourve

got to keep going. Then when I  came to El  Paso, my cousin,  Victor

Rami ' rez,  had a drug store at  the corner of  Fi f th and El  Paso. So I

went  to  work  w i th  h im and I  learned a  l i t t le  about  the  drug  bus iness .

And when I  was  about  15  or  16  years  o ldo  Mr .  Whi te  had a  drug  s to re  on

Oregon Street,  so I  went to work wj th him unt i l  he became U.S. Marshal l

here.  Then he gave me a job as a Deputy Marshal l  to take pr isoners

to Fort Leavenworth and wherever they sent them.
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M:

R;

M:

You started working at a very early age

0h yes. I  was maybe about 4 years old.

Let me ask you about your exper iences in

school ,  what do you remember about that?

then.

school.  When you f i rst started

Very  l i t t le ,  because I  on iy  went  to  the  second grade.  Now,  I  p icked

up my educat ion f rom travel  ing and then going to night school .  I  went

to Co ' l lege  here ,  fo r  ins tance.  I  k ind  o f  l i ked  Cour t  Re-

porter;  I  was taking that up. So I  at tended that col lege for about 3

years .  That ' s  the  on ly  co l lege [ I  a t tended] .  Outs ide  o f  tha t ,  I  p icked

up whatever  I rve  learned in  read ing  and so  fo r th .

M: What is the reason for your only going to the second grade?

R:  The reason waso f i rs t ,  as  I  sa id ,  I  was  an  orphan.  ! ' l e  th ree- -A1v ino ,

Abe' l  and mysel f - -were orphans. l l lh i le Abel  went to the lOth grade and

Alvino went to the l2th grade, I  fwent]  only to the 2nd grade because

of  chang ing  cond i t ions .  We wou ld  have to  change here  and there .  In

other words,  I  f igured that I  had to work and forget about school .  Thatrs

the way i t  was.

M: What other jobs did you have before coming to E1 Paso in that  town?

R:  Se l l ing  newspapers ,  sh in ing  shoes ,  work ing  in  tha t  d rug  s to re  and so  fo r th .

M: Do you remember any interest ing exper iences, in tnese jobs,  that

you can tel  I  us about?

R:  Mr .  Ho lmes was very  pecu l ia r ,  you  migh t  ca l l  h im.  In  o ther  wordsn there

were some kids that  would come in and want to see i f  you wanted a shine.

One t ' ime a  cus tomer  sa id ,  "Yes ,  I ' l l  take  a  sh ineo"  and then Mr .  Ho lmes

to ld  me,  "Put  tha t  k id  ou t .  l r . |e  don ' t  want  no  sh in ing  in  the  drug  s to re . "

So I  t r ied to put him out and he pushed me. And I  just  leaned over

and k icked h im.  He f ina l l y  went  ou t ,  and he  th rew tha t  shoe pan a t  me



ROMO

but  i t  m issed me!  That ' s  about  the  on ly  inc ident  tha t  I  can  remember .

0 f  course ,  my Aunt  Lupe a lso  had no t  on ly  ch ickens  [and]  tu rkeys ,  bu t

she had a lot  of  hogs too. l , l /e used to go up to Fort  Bl iss and they would

put  a l l  the  s lop  in  cans .  I  had a  f r iend  tha t  had a  l i t t le  car t  and

he and I  wou ld  go  and ge t  i t  and  br ing  i t  over  to  my aunt .  I  don ' t  qu i te

remember much, except that  I  d id sel l  the newspaper-- the Brackettv i l le

News, the Chicagg Ledger, the Saturday Evening Pogt I had my customers

on that--most ly newspaper.

M:  The k ids  tha t  d id  the  same th ing  tha t  you  were  do ing- -sh in ing  shoes ,

se l l ing  newspapers- -were  these most ly  Mex ican k ids  o r  a lso  Ang ' lo  k ids?

R:  Most  o f  those were  Mex ican k ids .

M: How were the Mexicans treated in that  town?

R:  Wel l ,  as  fa r  as  Bracket tv i l le ,  we were  t rea ted  r igh t .  There  was no t

d isc r im ina t ion .  Now,  o f  course ,  i t  was  a  l i t t le  town,  and so  was De l

Rio,  you know. Where you wou' ld f jnd djscr inr jnat ion ' is  af ter  you lef t

Sanderson this way. Then i t  was kind of  hard here wi th the ranchers.

I t  was most ' ly  the ranchers that  were sort  of  d iscr iminat ing.

Do you remember any incidents there?

Wel l ,  the on' ly one I  can remember [ is ]  when I  f i rst  started working with

the Hoover Company. There used to be, where the State Nat ional  Bank

is  now,  a  ho te l  ca l led  the  Lockey  Hote l ;  I  fo rge t  the  owner 's  name.

Working with the Hoover Company as Distr ict  Manager,  I  had about eight

men out sei l ing and I  had two as servicemen. At that  t ime we used to

give the service f ree. I f  you had bought a Hoover and someth' ing had

gone wrong and had cal led in,  out  would go a serviceman and he'd f ix

i t  for  you for f ree.  There was no charge in those days. One t ime

ny serviceman came over to the Lockey Hotel .  I  don' t  know for what

M:

D .
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reason, but I  got  af ter  the boy af terwards and I  said,  , ,What did you do?

[,' lhy was that lady angry?" "hlell, she wanted me to put new brushes in

there,  and she wouldn' t  pay for  them." So, she wrote the Hoover Company

and the Hoover Company sent me the let ter  back, but I  d idn' t  keep i t .

I t  made me a  l i t t le  angry  and I  jus t  to re  i t  up .  But  she wro te  [and]

said,  "Why have a Mexican as Distr ict  Manager here when we have a lot

of  Americans, a lot  of  whj te people here? l l lhy have a Mexican as Distr ict

Manager?" That 's the way her let ter  was [wr i t ten] .  The company then sent

me the  le t te r  back  and I  shou ld  have he ld  on  to  i t ,  bu t  I  never  d id .  I

jus t  th rew i t  ou t .

M:  Yeaho you shou ld  have kept  i t .  what  a re  your  impress ions  o f  De l  n io

dur ing  those days?

R: We used to go of ten because we had an aunt l iv ing there.  This same

uncle that  was a peddler l ived in Del  n{0.  They had a store there in

Del nio. The on'ly th' ing I can remember that affected me is the fact

that  there was a very beaut i fu l  g i r l  there and a nice loOking young

man.  V i l lamea l  was  h is  name.  They  l i ved  across  the  s t ree t .  For

some reason or other,  one night af ter  a dance ( they had had a dance

somewhere) he was br inging them home and they had an argument there.  I

learned about  i t  a f te r  the  po l i ce  had go t ten  there  and a l l  o f  tha t .  Bu t ,

they got into an argument and he stabbed this gir l  and she died. We

went  ou t  there ,  bu t  a l l  we cou ld  learn  was tha t  V i l la r rea l  had s tabbed

th is  woman.  That ' s  about  the  on ly  inc ident ;  tha t ' s  the  wors t .

Did you cross over to the other s ide of ten?

0h yes. But there was no br idge then or anything. You had to go in

a l i t t le boat.  The same here.  They used to have a boat here before

th is  b r idge  was  bu i l t .

M:

R:
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M: What do you remember about the other s ide,  Ciudad Acuf i 'a? What k ind of

town was i t?

I 'Jel l ,  as I  can remember,  i t  was not more than 25 houses in the whole

town. I  can' t  remember i t  very wel1,  but  we used to go when they had

l6 th  o f  September  ce lebra t ions  and th ings  o f  tha t  k ind .

blas i t  a custom for Mexican people to go over there dur ing hol idays?

Yes, yes.  Sometimes we'd go to Ciudad Acr, f ra and sometimes we'd go to

Ciudad Por f i r io  D iaz .  That  was a lso  30  mi Ies  f rom Bracket tv ' i l Ie ;  Eag le

Pass  is  r igh t  c lose  by .

D id  you go  shopp ing  in  those towns a lso?

Wel l ,  a t  C iudad Por f i r io  Dtaz  I  had an  unc le  tha t  was  an  eng ineer , .be tween

Ciudad Por f i r io  D i 'az  and a  l i t t le  town they  ca ] led  Reata ,  the  o ther

side of  yenclovd. As a k id,  when I  wanted to go and see my parents

a t  Rancho Nuevo,  I 'd  ge t  on  the  eng ine  and I rd  s i t  down there .  The

other t ra inmen knew me pret ty wei l  and they'd pick me up and take me.

Wel l ,  a t  Monc lova  I  was  s i t t ing  down in  the  wa i t ing  room'  and my

brother Alv ino here in El  Paso had sent me a watch as a bir thday present--

one of  those Ingerson dol lar  watches. I  was very proud of  i t .  So

whi le  I  was  wa i t ing  fo r  the  t ra in  I  fe l l  as leep.  When I  woke up ,  there

was no  watch .  I  had no  watch !  So I  to ld  the  t i cke tman.  He sa id  he

d idn ' t  see  anybody ,  bu t  i f  he 'd  f i nd  ou t  he 'd  le t  me know.  We1 l ,  i t

wasn' t  long before the t ra inmen came looking for me and I  got  on the

engine and went to Rancho Nuevo. But ny uncle was an engineer of  a

passenger t ra in.  He used to run passengers between Ciudad Porf i r io

O{az  and  Reata .  Tha t ' s ,  oh  I  guess  i t  mus t  be  500  mi les 'd i s tance .

But i  would get of f  before he'd get up to Reata.  I 'd get of f  at

Monclova because from l ' lonclova then the train goes to Cuatro

Cidnegas.

M:

R:

M:

R :
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M: Do you remember anything about the Free Zone-- la Zona Libre?

R: You mean where people came and brought th ings over?

M:  Yeah.  Wi thout  hav ing  to  pay  du ty .

R:  Wel l ,  th is  same unc le  tha t  had th is  ranch used to  take  horses  and mules

over to Mdxico and he'd br ing catt ' le,  and nobody ever bothered him.

Now,  when I  was  around '16  years  o ld ,  I  used to  go  to  JuJrez  to  dances .

There's where I  met my wife.  That is,  I  met her th is way: She was a

l i t t l e  k id  abou t  12  years  o1d ,  I  guess ,  and  she  was  usua l l y  hang ing  on

the fence there of  the house. They I  ived in Ju/rez.  But I  can remember

coming from Judrez across the br idge on Stanton Street there and they

never  asked you fo r  any  ident i f i ca t ion .  They  d idn ' t  ask  you fo r  any th ing .

In fact ,  there wasntt  but  one old man and he was hal f  asleep in the soapbox back

there .  You  cou ld  go  and  comebackand  nobody  ever  bo thered  you  and  you  cou ld  b r jng ' in

v,r f ratever you wanted and they nEVer Said anything a-t  a l l .  I  Can remember wel l ,  I  was

going to that  Cal le del  eementer jo, lo ing toward the cemetel t  I  remember Coming at  2or

3 ih the morning f iom fhese dandes--no bofher,  nobody evei  botheFed me. OnceJn

a  wh i le  I ' d  meet  two  o r  th ree  guys  d r ink ing  a  l i t t l e  tequ i la  and ,  we11 ,

I  wanted to be fr iendly wi th them and I 'd get over there and make out

l i ke  I 'd  take  a  d r ink  and then go  on  about  my way.  We wa lked a l l  the

way to the bridge. Nobody ever bothered you in those days.

In those days, was there anything between the r iver and 16 de Sept iembre?

Any houses, any shops on Lerdo and Avenida JuJrez?

Yes. There were shops. 0f  course, some of them were not,  you m' ight

say, as elaborate as they are today, but there were shops al l  a long there;

oh yes. There were shops and restaurants and barso and people used to

go over there.
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M: In  
. l906  

when you f i rs t  go t  here ,  were  those s t ree ts  a l ready  popu la ted?

R t 
-on

yes .

You came to El  Paso in 1906. What iob did you have then?

As I  sa id ,  when I  f i r s t  came I  went  to  work  w i th  my cous in .  I  he lped

h im around the  drug  s to re .  That ' s  where  I  s ta r ted  in  the  drug  bus iness .

0 f  course ,  he  fed  me and a l l  o f  tha t ,  bu t  he  was ius t  pay ing  me $2 a

week; and I  had a chance to f ind me a job wj th Scoft  Uttr i te for  $5 a

week, so I  went to work for  Scott  White.  Then later on when I  qui t  Scott

White,  I  went to work for  a man by the name of Goldman. He had a haber-

dashery store at  the corner of  San Antonio and El  Pasoi  I  was Assis-

tan t  Manager .  Inc identa l l y ,  I  can ' t  remember  knowing any  o ther  Jewish

person that l iked to dr ink.  He used to go to those races in Ju#ez and

come back dead drunk. So his wi fe and I  were in cahoots.  She would

take care of  her household and then come in about 2:00 to the store.

We'd hide the money and leave $4 or $5; and when Mr.  Goldman went

broke over there playing the races he'd come over [and say],  "How much

[do  we have ]?"  "We l l ,  we  d idn ' t  have  bu t  $4 .50 . "  "Why ,  haven ' t  you

so ld  any th ing?"  "Wel l ,  there  aren ' t  any  cus tomers , "  a l though we had

sold maybe $40 or $50 worth.  So he'd stay home, then. He wouldn' t  go

back, there wasn' t  enough [money].  That was Mr.  Goldman. He has some

re la t j ves  s t i l l  
' l i v ing  

here .  I  fo rge t  the i r  names.

What did you do for fun here in El  Paso when you were l7o 18 years o ' ld?

How would you spend a typical  weekend?

We11,  we  d id  a  lo t  o f  th ings .  We used  to  go  f i sh ing  once ' in  a  wh i le  down

there by Zaragosa. Then we'd at tend dances. Then we'd have picnics and

th ' ings  o f  the  k ind .  You know where  C lardy  Fox  P laza ' i sn  down here  on

M:

R:

M:

R :
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M:

R:

Alameda Street? I t  used to be nothing but bushes there.  There were

only about three houses there.  We used to go there and have p' icnics

a t  tha t  p lace- -no th ing  bu t  a  lo t  o f  t rees  there  then.  I  don ' t  know

whatever happened with them; there's a few lef t .

Was there much dat ing between young people on the other s ide and young

peop l  e  on  th is  s ' ide?

Yes,  yes .  [Du i ing ]  r .y  f iFs t  tove  J f fa t i ,  I  went  over  and asked the

mother  i f  I  cou ld  b r ing  my g ' i r l f r iend  over  to  a  dance.  0n  Over land

St ree t  there  was a  c lub  ca l led  La  Fra terna l  and we 'd  ho ld  a l l  our  dances

there. I wenf ovei, anO Vei she coutA comg ploviGd iEi. oli ler sfstGr

and the other one next to her (my wife was the middle one) came along and

[also]  at tended the dance. But the Mexican people here were revuel tas

a l l  the  t ime.  i t  was  d i f fe ren t  then.  That  i s ,  there 's  a  cer ta in  an imos i ty

today between the Mexicans on the Mex' ican side and the Mexicans on this

s ide ,  as  I  see  i t .  In  those days  there  was no th ing .  Yout  go  and come

back .  A  f r iend  wou ld  b r ing  you over  to  d inner  o r  you 'd  go  over  there .

I t  was  n ice - -a  beau t i fu l  way  o f  l i v ing .

D id  you pre fer  g i r l s  f rom the  o ther  s ide  to  g i r l s  f rom th is  s ide?

No, I  wasn ' t  par t i cu la r ,  bu t  I  jus t  happened to  know th is  one. [ laug f r te r ]  I  can

tel l  you this:  There are more beaut i fu]  g i r ls  today than there were

f then l .  You  d idn ' t  have  much  p ick ing ' in  those  days .  Bu t  today  I  see

pret ty gir ls everywhere I  go,  and in those days i t  wasn' t  so.  They were

a l l  ha rd -work ing  g i r l s rand  they  wou ldn ' t  d ress  up  o r  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .

There were very few.

Do you remember  S tormsv i l le ,  the  I  i t t le  Mex ican v i ' l 1age ' in  Nor th

Paso where Rim Road is? Do you remember that?

Yes. They had a goat ranch up there in the beginning. l , , lhen Mr.

came here and he began to open that,  there were just  goat ranches

Kern

there.

EI
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He put  up  a  b ig  ga te- -you migh t  ca l ' l  i t  a  ga teway on ly  i t  d idn ' t  have

a ga te- -an  archn and pu t  Kern  P lace  up  in  there .  The f i rs t  one to  bu i ld

a house there worked for the Popular.  I 've forgotten his name now. As

you go  up  Stan ton  [ i t ' s ]  the  f i rs t  house on  the  le f t .  That  was  the  f i rs t

house tha t  was  bu i l t  there .  But  the  res t  o f  R im Road there ,  tha t  was

noth ing  bu t  goat  ranches- -sheep and goats .

M:  D id  on ly  Mex icans  l i ve  the re?

R:  Wel l ,  no .  Mex ican peop ' le  and some Amer ican peop le  f two, ' th rEe) - l i ved  there .

M: Poor people for  the mosi ;  part?

R:  Yes .

M: How did they l ive? Do you remember?

R: Wel I , one or two of them worked downtown somewhere and the others attended

to  the i r  goats  and sheep.

M:  Do you remember  Ch ihuahu i ta?

R:  l , . le l l ,  now le t  me te l l  you  about  Ch ihuahu i ta .  I ' ve  heard  tha t  name "Ch icano"

t ime and aga in .  "E l  es  ch icano. "  h le l l ,  I  t r ied  to  impress  [on ]  some

of the people years ago that us boys from the Second Ward are the ones

that or ig inated the word "chicano. "  I  went one t ime to see Cleofas

Ca l le ros ;  he 's  a  h is to r ian .  He  sa id ,  "No ,  you ' re  wrong .  Tha t  word

comesf rom Spa in .  I t  was  f i rs t  used in  Spa ' in . "  The way I  pu t  i t  to

h im,  I  sa id ,  "Look ,  b ro ther  C leo fas .  I  used to  l i ve  on  V i rg in ia  S t ree t

down there,  and we kids would not dare pass Santa Fe Street because

Chihuahu i ta  was on  the  o ther  s ide .  0nce in  a  wh i le  we 'd  ge t  in to  a  f igh t

there wi th some of the Chihuahui ta boys. They would not come east of

Santa Fe [and] we would not go west of  Santa Fe. 
-They 

cal led us

'pochos . '  "

M:  Why d id  they  ca l l  you  "pochos"?

l l
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R:  I  don ' t  know.  Some o f  our  boys  were  a  l i t t le  ex t ravagant .  They 'd  ge t  on

a long coat  and ac t  funny .  They 'd  ca l l  them "pochos. "  Wel l ,  s ince  they

ca l led  them "pochoq ' '  they  ca l led  a l l  o f  us  down in  Second Ward  "pochos . "

So, what could we do? Then we began to put two words together--" they're

mexicanos from Ch' ihuahua"--ChLhuahua mexicano. And that 's what we began

to cal l  them--chicanos. Then they took [ that  word]  f rom here to Cal i for-

n ia ,  and over  there  they  began to  ca l l  them ch icanos ,  too .  I  knowo

before I  met my wife,  I  was going with a gir l  here in El  Paso who l ived

on 9 th  S t ree t  by  the  cana l .  We got  down to  the ' l ine  jus t  th is  s ide  o f

Santa Fe, and here comes a bunch of  them. They wanted to whip me because

I was with that  g i r l  .  I , ' le took of f  .  But we cal led them "chicanos"--

0h' ihuahua Mexicano.

M:  And they  ca l led  you "pochos . "  That  had negat ive  connota t ions ,  d idn ' t

i t ?

Yes .

D id  you in tend fo r  the  word  "ch icano"  to  have negat ive  connota t ions ,  too ,

when you ca l led  them Ch icanos?

R:

M:

Yes ,  yes .  Tha t ' s  [ i t ]  more  o r  less .  Because  they  ca l led

thought  we 'd  ca l l  them some name.  When we cou ldn ' t  th ink

we put  the  two together - -Ch ihuahua Mex icanos- -ch icano.

us

of

"poc hosr" we

somethi  ng

What  mean ing  d id  i t  have bes ides  br ing ing  together  Ch ihuahua and Mex icano?

Wel l ,  we thought  i t  wou ld  sound te r r ib le  to  them,  to  ca l l  them ch icanos ,

you know. And some of them were not from Chihuahua, they were from further

south  in  Mdx ico ,  and they  resented  us  ca l l ing  them par t  o f  Ch ihuahua.

They sa id ,  "We ' re  no t  f rom Ch ihuahua.  We ' re  f rom Guana jua to , "  o r

somewhere down there.  They resented that.  They'd cal l  us "pochos"
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because,  l i ke  I  sa id ,  some o f  the  boys  they 'd  d ress  w i th  a  long coat

I  i ke  th is  and they 'd  beg ' in  to  ac t  funny .

M: Was the word "chicanorr  in use when you came here already, or did i t

start  once you were here?

R:  No,  no .  I t  s ta r ted  among us  here .  I  had never  heard  o f  any  word  "ch icano. "

But before Professor Cal leros passed away I  went to his house one day and

I  had read so  much about  Ch icanos  coming in  f rom Ca l i fo rn ia  and I  to ld

h im,  "That  word  was ' invented  here  in  E l  Paso,  down in  Ch ihuahu i ta . "  And

he sa ' id ,  "No,  you ' re  wrong.  That  word  comes f rom Spa in .  I t  was  or ig ina l l y

used  in  Spa in . "  So  I  j us t  l e t  i t  go  a t  tha t .

M:  How d id  you fee l  about  the  word  "ch icano"  in  those days? D id  you la te r

on use i t  to refer to yoursel f?

R:  We l l ,  i t  d idn ' t  beg in  ac tua l l y  to  be  used  here  t i l l  abou t  some ten  years

ago--maybe f i f teen years ago. We al l  understood that when they cal led

you "ch, icano" you were from M6xico. I t  d idn' t  refer to us here.  But

now they ' re  us ing  i t  i n  a  na t iona l i s t  t ype  o f  th ing .

How do you feel about the word now?

! ' le l l ,  as  fa r  as  I 'm concerned I 'm a  Mex jcan Amer ican.  That ' s  the  way

feel  - -a Mexican American.

You prefer that term?

Yes .

Le t  me ask  you  abou t  the  l i v ing  cond i t i ons  in  Ch ihuahu i ta .  How was  i t

there at  that  t ime?

Wel l ,  they  had p len ty  to  ea t ,  there 's  no  ques t ion  about  tha t ;  because

food was cheap.  I 'm ta lk ing  about  beans .  Even here  ten  years  ago beans

were cheap. But in those days, ' i f  you'd go over to Ju{rez you'd get

a  b ig  sack  fu l l  o f  beans  fo r  l0d .  You 'd  ge t  eggs  fo r  maybe 20( .  a  dozen.

t3

I
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You 'd  go  over  there  and ge t  a  who le  s taak  o f  to r t i l l as  fo r  a  d ime.  So,

al l  they had to do was earn enough money to buy food wjth.  There was no

shortage of  work here in those days. They a' l l  had some place to go to

work ;  tha t  i s ,  the  peop le  tha t  l i ved  in  Ch ihuahu i ta .  Now,  over  here ' in

the Second Ward i t  was di f ferent,  because there were more people over

here and i t  was harder to get located. As far as I 'm concerned, I  never

su f fe red  fo r  any th ing  to  ea t ,  because my cous in  l i ved  on  St .  Vra in

[and] I 'd go over there and eat al l  the t ime i f  I  wanted to.  But when

I was uptown I  used to go ahead and buy my own lunch. 0n what is known

as Pa isano now,  pass ing  Stan ton  on  the  le f thand s ide  ( i t  was  known as

Second Street then),  there vvas a restaurant there cal led the Green Tree,

I  bel ieve, or Green Lantern,  one of  the two. i t  was run by Chinese

people.  When you wanted to be a sport ,  when you wanted to take your

g i r l  ou t ,  you 'd  go  there  and order  a  Coca Co la ,  tea ,  co f fee ,  mi lk ,  what -

ever you wanted, and a nice ju icy T-bone steak with potatoes and beans

and peas and salad and everything else.  I t  was 25(, ,  but  you had to be

a sport  to go and spend 25A in those days. So, there weren' t  any what

you wou ld  ca l l  rea l  poor  peop le  l i ke  there  is  today  over  thereo  in  those

days .

Now, what about

I^ le ] ' l  ,  i t ' s  on ly

Juirez? What were the condi t ions over there?

the last  l0 years that  people have begun to come up

But Ju{rez was a v i l lage, and everybody knew each othernorth to Judrez.

and they were al l  f r iendly.  The people f rom here used to go over

there and mix around with them. We were al l  one fami ly you might say.

But  I  b lame a l l  o f  those peop le  tha t ' s  been coming nor th  to  immigra te  to

the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and f ina l l y  se t t l ing  in  Judrez .  That ' s  the  reason

they have the condi t ions they have today.
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Were there a lot  of  bars and centers of  v ice in Ju#ez in those days?

There  wasn ' t  very  much what  you wou ld  ca l l  "v ice , "  bu t  there  were  a

lot  of  bars.  They had vice control led a whole lot  bet ter  then than they

have i t  today .  You take  one p1ace,  one l i t t le  s t ree t  tha t  was  about

two b locks  long;  they  had about  ten  po l i cemen there .  Inc identa l l y ,  there

were four of  us that  went over there one t ime and got al l  soused up, and

the  po l i ceman took  us  to  the  po ] ' i ce  s ta t ion .  Th is  boy  had on  a  b ig  ha t .

The pol iceman asked us to s i t  down there before the Clerk and we did,  and

then the pol iceman came and h' i t  h im on the head and he said,  "Abajo

peta tas . "  To  take  your  ha t  o f f - - "aba jo  pe ta tas" ;  jus t  I i ke  tha t .  l l l e l I ,

they  inqu i red  what  we were  do ing ,  th is ,  tha t  and the  o ther ;  and we to ld

them we were  jus t  hav ing  a  l i t t le  fun .  We a l l  go t  f ined  $2  and then they

let  us go. I t  just  so happened that the other boys d ' idn' t  have anything,

bu t  th is  o ther  boy  had a  $20 b i l l ,  so  he  pa id  the  f ine  fo r  us  and we

were  le t  ou t .

Do you remember the Cal le del  Diablo?

Yeah,oh  yeah.  That  s ta r ted  ou t  as  a  smal ]  s t ree t ,  bu t ' i t  la te r  on  was

ex tended.  That  Ca l le  de l  D iab lo  rn ras  very  we l l  po l i ced  then.  You never

heard of  any wrong doing around there.  Everything was carr ied just  r ight .

Le t  me ask  you about  your  reco l lec t ion  o f  the  Pres ident ia l  meet ing  here- -

President Taft  and Pres' ident D/az.

When President Di 'az came in,  we were down there at  San Jacinto Plaza

guarding the chi ldren. I  happened to run over to El  Paso Street to see

i f  the  parade was coming over .  I  d idn ' t  have my camera  then,  bu t  I

happened to see President O{az. Those soldiers,  boy,  they were very/

what you would cal l  very str ict  in the way they were marching, wel l

dressed; and they executed their  commands perfect ly.  So af ter  I  got  a

]vl:

R :

M:

R:

M:

R :
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g l impse o f  the  Pres idents ,  I  ran  over  to  the  P laza  aga in .  The parade

came down on Santa Fe Street, came on El Paso Street and then over to

the Hotel  Zeiger there.

M:  I  read in  an  ar t i c le  tha t  some o f  the  o f f i c ia ls  here  in  E l  Paso had pu t

a fence around some huts in the Mexican community to avoid embarrassment

on the part  of  the v is ' i tors that  came into El  Paso. Do you remember any-

th ing  about  tha t?

No,  I  don ' t .  Tha t ' s  poss ib le ,  though .

Mr.  Romo, there was an incident here in 
. |9. |6.  

Some American eng' ineers

were  k ' i l l ed  in  San ta  I sabe l ,  Ch ihuahua ,  by  V i l l a ' s  t roops .  Some o f  the

bodies were shipped to E1 Paso; and since they worked for the rai l roadr

the people in El  Paso were fami l iar  wi th some of the men. There was a

great deal  of  anger on the part  of  Anglo Americans toward the Mexicans

as  a  resu l t  o f  tha t  inc ident ,  as  we l l  as  the  inc ident  tha t  occur red  in

Co lumbus,  New Mex ico ,  when Pancho V ' i l l a  ra ided the  p lace .  Do you re -

ca l l  what  happened here  in  E l  Paso a t  tha t  t ime?

R: l , , le l l ,  not  very wel l .  But when they brought the bodies over,  there was

qu i te  a  lo t  o f  commot ion .  I  don ' t  remember  very  much about  the  de ta i l s

on  tha t .  I  knew abou t  i t ,  bu t  I  don ' t  reca l l .

I ' ve  read some newspaper  a r t i c les  about  tha t ,  and a  b ig  c rowd o f  Ang lo

Amerjcans actual ly marched on the Mexican community.  They had the in-

ten t ion  o f  go ing  [ in to  South  E l  Paso]  and tak ing  revenge aga ins t  Mex icans

for that  jncident.  Do you recal l  hear ing anything about that?

We11,  a long about  tha t  t ime I  le f t  fo r  Tucson;  and f rom Tucson I  went  to

Hermos i l lo ,  Sonora .  I  can  reca l l  tha t  I  read about  i t  in  the  paper ,

but I  wasn' t  here.  I  read about i t  because the P:fr [  (not  the Herald

Post,  but  the Po.st)  was being sent to me at  Tucson. At that  t ime I

there [for] threewas there,  and then I  went to Hermosi l lo and stayed

years.  Then I  came back home again.

M:

R:
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M:

R:

M:

M:

R:

D .

You came to  E l  Paso in  l9 l3?

No, . |905 .
. |905. 

Dur ing the t ime of  the Revolut ion,  there were a lot  of  refugees

from Chihuahua who came to El  Paso seeking refuge from attacks on the

par t  o f  the  V i l l i s tas .  Do you reca l l  these re fugees and what  they

did when they came here?

Wel1 ,  l i ke  I  sa id  be fore ,  the i r  hous ing  was downr in  what  G now ca l l

Chihuahui ta--most of  them. Only some of them were down around Second

Ward.  But  I  don ' t  reca l l  very  much o f  an  inc ident .  I  do  reca l l  the

t ime when the Vi l l is tas at tacked Ju{rez and the cannons were up there

on top  o f  the  h i l l  shoot ing  over .  That ' s  a l l  I  remember .

The Frankl  in Mountains?

Yes. I  don' t  remember whether i t  was the 7th or the l2th Cavalry that

was s ta t ioned ou t  a t  For t  B l i ss .  My w i fe  and I  and the  k ids  l i ved  on

0ver land Street.  I t  was ear ly in the morning when we started to hear

cannons.  You cou ld  hear  the  zoom o f  the  cannons go ing  r igh t  over  you.

I t  passed r igh t  over  our  house.  So we a l l  c rawled  under  the  bed.  I

to ld the k ids to just  crawl r ight  under those beds. And the cannon

went over there and destroyed the old racetrack.  Soon af ter  that ,  the

Cavalrymen went r ight  over into Ju/rez.  That 's what I  can recal l  about

tha t .  Bu t  i t  was  te r r i f i c  the  way i t  cou ld  "zoom"  those cannon ba l l s

r igh t  over  your  head.  You seeo we l i ved  over  there  on  the  
.1400 

b lock

on 0ver land,  and the  cava l ry ,  w i th  the i r  cannon on  top  o f  what  you ca l l

Scen ic  Dr ive ,  s ta r ted  shoot ing  and in  d i rec t  l ine  w i th  our  house.  I t

was right over to the Jutrez racetrack.

M:  That  must  have been qu i te  scary .
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R:  0h  yes ,  i t  was ,  i t  was .  The k ids  d idn ' t  pay  much a t ten t ion-  The two

g j r l s  went  to  s leep;  and my w i fe  and I  ius t  go t  up  and made a  l i t t le

coffee and waited to see what happened. Pret ty soon we began to hear al l

sorts of  noise--people yel l ing f rom down there.  t^ le could hear them.

So I  thought maybe I 'd get up and go downtown. Wel l ,  I  learned that

bul lets had hi t .  The revolut ionary people had been shoot ing and the

bul lets came over and hi t  several  of  the bui ld ings downtown. Nobody

seemed to have gotten hurt  at  that  t ime.

M: Was there a great amount of  fear here in El  Paso that the two countr ies

were going to go to war?

R:  Yes ,  yes ,  espec ia l l y  a long San Anton io  S t ree t  and a long there .  Boy ,

the people were scared' ,  they were scared. Like I  say,  we got under

the  beds .

Did you have any contact  wi th the more wealthy fami l ies f rom Mdxico

who se t t led  in  the  Sunset  He igh ts  a rea?

Wel l ,  yes ,  bu t  I  fo rge t  the i r  names.  One fe l low bought  tha t  ho te l  nex t

to the Wh' i te House; I  knew h' im pret ty we11. I  forget their  names now,

but I did know two or three peop'le from Ch'ihuahua. They came here and

they sett led over there in what 's known as Sunset Heights on W. Yandel l

and Mundy Avenue, around there.

Did these fami l ies go back to Mdxico or did they decide to stay here

in  E l  Paso?

One of  them was here about l0 years ago and that 's the last  I  heard of

h im.  But  the  o thers ,  I  th ink  they  went  back  to  Mdx ico .

I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you some ques t ions  about  your  ear ly  employment  here  in

E l  Paso.  What  k ind  o f  jobs  d id  you have a t  f i r s t?

When I  f i rst  came here to El  Paso, I  started working around drug stores.

R :

M:

R:

M:

R:
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M:

R:

M:

R :

But my brother had gone to the Phi l ' ippines and he came back with Colonel

Hornbrook. T started to go out there and for about three months

I  d id odd jobs around Fort  Bl  iss.  Then my cousin set  up a drug store at

Fi f th and El  Paso and I  worked for him for qui te a whj le.  Then I  came

to work for Scott White. Then I went to work for a man by the name of

Goldman at  the corner of  San Antonio and El  Paso [at  h is]  haberdashery.  I  was the sol

c le rk  and what  you migh t  ca l l  the  l lanager ;  I  was  earn ing  good money '  Ac tua l l y

his wi fe and I  ran the store because he was always out there playing

the horses. But as Assistant Manager (whatever you want to cal l  i t )  I

was being paid $5 a week, and that was good money in those days.

[ , ' las i t  unusual  for  a Mexican to have a job l ike Assistant Manager?

Yes ,  yeso  i t  was  a  l i t t l e  unusua l  a t  tha t  t ime .  You 'd  have  to  have  pu l1 ,

fo r  one th ing ;  un le i f  the  o ther  peop le  there  knewlou,  they  wou ldn ' f  h i i t :

you .

What  k inds  o f  jobs  d id  most  Mex icans  have?

They were in stores here and there.  Now, you take the laborer that

came from Chihuahua. There used to be a Holmes Supp' ly Company, contractors;

they would contract  laborers and then ship them on the Santa Fe. Inci-

dental ly,  I  forgot to te l l  you about that .  I  was maybe about 18 years

o ld  when I  had a  f r iend  work ing  fo r  D.H.  Ho lmes,  and they  needed what  you

wou ld  ca l l  conductors ;  tha t  i s ,  men tha t  wou ld  take  these peop le  ou t .

So I  worked with them about a couple of  years as conductor.  That is,

af ter  they recrui ted these laborers here,  I  would have maybe 25 or 30,

and they would put them in one car;  and then we'd just  drop them off  a long

the l ine.  Three men were wanted at  th is sect ion house, f ive men at  the

other  and so  on .  So as  long as  they  las ted ,  a l l  the  way to  Ca l i fo rn ia
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I  would r jde on that t ra in as conductor.  Then when they were al1 assigned

I 'd come back and pick up some more and so on.

I  have read and heard that some of these laborers were exploi ted by the

contractors;  that  the contractors somet imes were not very honest in their

dea l ings  w i th  them.

Wel l ,  o f  course ,  we had about  4  cont rac tors  here .  But  the  on ly  one I

can remember is that  D.H. Holmes Supply Company. They provided transpor-

tat ion for  them, food; and a; lso they had stores.  The Holmes Company

had stores at  most of  these l i t t le towns and they could go over there

and charge fo r  the i r  food and so  fo r th .  We11,  i t  i s  very  poss ib le  tha t

some of them did take advantage of  them. For instance, I  don' t  know

whether Ho. lmes ever did i t ,  but  these people that  came over here,  they

were  comple te ly  poor .  They  d idn ' t  have a  cent .  The D.H.  Ho lmes pro-

vided meals for  them and I  judge that the rest  of  the contractors [d id,

too] .  However,  s ince they had no money, these contractors would probably

advance them money or buy food for them. Now, I heard one instance where

one o f  these cont rac tors  ( t  don ' t  know who i t  was)  was g iv ing  th is  boy

s ' l ips  to  go  to  a  s to re  and buy .  Wel l ,  I  th ink  he  had bought  about  $5

worth of  food [and] when the contractor paid him, he paid him $. |5 less;

and he  sa id ,  "That ' s  how much food you go t  over  a t  the  s to re . "  Wel l ,  now,

whetheF that was t f re t ruth,  I  don' t  know. That 's about the only incident

I rve  heard  o f ,  then. -

l r las there di  scr iminat ' ion agai  nst

for employment?

c' i t ' izens of  Mei ican background

Very much, very much. However,  [ i t  was] not as bad as

El  Paso,  l i ke  fo r  ins tance in  Pecos  and For t  S tock ton .

we had qu i te  a  n i t  o f  d isc r im ina t ion .

i t  was  eas t  o f

But ' in El  Paso
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Could  you te l l  me about  tha t?  How d id  i t  man i fes t  i t se l f?

Wel l ,  i f  the  s to res  l i ke  the  Popu lar ,  Heyman Krupp,  and the  E l i te

Confect ionary employed any Mexican peop' le,  i t  was only for  iani tor

serv ice  or  d ishwashers .  They  d idn ' t  employ  them to  wa i t  on  peop le .

Nowo the Popular was the f i rst  one to begin to employ Mexican people--

the Popular Dry Goods Store.

Why was that?

Wel l ,  Mr.  Schwartz was part ia l  to the Mexican

So he began to te l  I  the other bosses that "We

peop le ;  he  l i ked  them.

sX_q_U_l_d_ empl oy the se

people."  I t  paid of f ,  because they began to get a lot  of  t rade from
I

Juarez af terwards. But the Popu' lar  was the f i rst  one.

I^las there ever any organized effort on the part of Mexicans to try to

get fa i r  t reatment in employment?

Wel l ,  we had a  c lub  here  tha t  we ca l led  i t  La  Mutua l i s ta ;  bu t  i t  seemed

that they were afraid to go and do anything. They never made any

effort  to make themselves known.

Did  you jo in  tha t  c lub  a t  an  ear ly  age?

No,  no  I  d idn ' t  jo in  i t .  I  jo ' ined  another  one ca l led  La  Fra terna l  la te r

on ,  bu t  La  Fra terna l  was  more  or  less  jus t  a  soc ia l  c lub .

When d id  you f i rs t  s ta r t  ge t t ing  invo lved in  cornmuni ty  ac t i v i t ies?

That was around 1938, when I  saw that some of the people down on the

South  s ide  were  beg inn ing  to  be  d isc r im ' ina ted  aga ins t .  For  ins tance,

they wouldn' t  rent  [ them] even those old houses. The excuse was that

they had too many kids.  But that  wasn' t  i t .  They were Mexican people '

and they didn' t  want to rent to them. So in 193B, LULAC had just  been

organized here.  I  jo ined them and then we began to give them he1p.

But you were not act ive in any of  these things before l93B?
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Not very much, no. Nobody was because, l ike I  say,  they were afraid [ that ]

i f  you  d , fd  any th ing  they 'd  pu t  you  in  ja i1 .  There  was a  po f  i ceman here ;

he  was mean,  boy ,  he  was a  mean po l i ceman.  He 'd  go  a long the  s t ree ts ,

and the  peop le  migh t  have been s i t t ing  there  on  the  ou ts ide  wou ld  go

ins ide .  In  o ther  words ,  a  Mex ican was no th ing ,  tha t ' s  a l l  there  is  to  i t .

The pol ice harassed them?

Yes .

I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you some ques t ions  about  Proh ib i t ion  here  dur ing  the
. |920s .  Do you reca ' l l  cond i t ions  in  E l  Paso then?

0f course, I  never v is i ted bars much; but the bars that  were here were

al l  c losed at  that  t ime and al l  the l iquor you could buy was from boot-
' leggers.  

At  Cdrdova, th is r iver came down that way. 0ver here,  in what

you wou ld  ca l l  the  is land,  there  were  th ree  or  four  bars  and a  coup le

of restaurants.  We used to go over there to eat.  l , fe l l ;  in

that sect ion they would arrest  people almost every day as they crossed

over  here ,  because they  were  smugg ' l ing  l iquor  a l l  the  t ime.  Some o f  them

were  in  the  who lesa le  bus iness .  They 'd  load up  a  car  and t ry  to  evade

the of f icers,  but  they'd be caught anyway. Just  l ike they catch mari juana

today, they were catching' l iquor in those days; every day, every day.

But that  was at  Cdrdova Is land. Cdrdova Is land gave the Immigrat ion or

Border Patrolmen more trouble than anywhere else in El  Paso; that 's where

a l l  the  l iquor  was coming f rom.

Do you recal l  condi t ions in Jua'rez at  that  t ime?

We11o yes .  As  fa r  as  I 'm concerned,  cond i t ions  in  Jua ' rez  were  such tha t

you could go over there and you were welcomdal l  the t ime. Everything

was quiet .  Heck, I  used to go over there to thei t  dances and come back

at  2 :00  or  3 :00  in  the  morn ing  wa lk ing .  We wou ld  wa lk  over ,  and nobody

D .
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ever bothered you then. You could go down to the south end of Ju{rez

and walk at  n ight and nobody ever bothered you. Things were much better

than, I th i nk, they' 1 
' l  

ever be .

Do you recal l  any prob' lems at  the br idge dur ing Prohibi t ion days, when

some people in El  Paso wanted the br idge c ' losed at  certain hours be-

cause too many people were going to gamble over there?

Yes. There were many people who wanted the br idge closed by l l :00.  I

th ink  they  t r ied  i t  fo r  one or  two n igh ts ,  bu t  i t  d idn ' t  work .  Now,  i t

seems to me that i t  was Pancho Vi l la that  started this idea about pass-

por ts ,  because we d idn ' t  have i t  on  the  Amer ican s ide .  You cou ld  come

over  a l l  the  t ime and they  wou ldnr t  ask  you any  ques t ions  or  any th ing .

But  Pancho V i l la  had some c le rks  on  the  Mex ican s ide ,  and they  had a  l i t t le  card .  In

order for  you to qo to Judiei-- that  meant Mexi-cans or Americans or Negroes or anybody

- -anybody tha t  went  to  Judrez  had to  s top  a t  th is  p lace  and buyacard for ident j f i ca tbn .

I t  wou ld  cos t  you  50d.  Now,  I  bought  one o f  those.  l , . Ie l l ,  as  I  unders tand,

the  reason tha t  Pancho V i l la  d id  tha t  was  because a  lo t  o f  the  federa ls

came over to El  Paso, and he was afraid that  they wou' ld inf i l t rate--go

back in there.  0f  course, they did not f ingerpr int  you; they only got

your name and address and so forth,  and they gave you this permit  to go

to Ju/rez.  That was a money-mak' ing plan for Pancho Vi l la because he

made plenty of  money on those cards.

When was this? Do you recal l  the year?

Noo I  donrt  exact ly recal l  the year,  but  i t  must have been somewhere

around 1912, somewhere around there.  About s ix months or a year later,

the American side began to put into ef fect  the passport  business. And

unless you showed that you were an American ci t izen.. .you had to show

some sort  of  ident i f icat ion;  and then the American side started this
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business of  passports.  But we never had them here before.  The fact  iS,  you could

go down there and come back; nobody bothered you over there in Jud'rez,

[nobody]  bo thered you here .  They  d idn ' t  ask  you,  "What 's  your  c i t i zen-

sh ip?"  They  d idn ' t  ask  you,  "What  have you go t  w i th  you?"  No ques t ions

asked. You just  came on over.  In fact ,  I  remember down there at  the

Santa Fe Br idge one evening I  was coming along about 6:00 or 7:00. There

was a man [ there] ;  he was the only one at  the br idge, on a soap box.

Evident ly he was s ' leeping; he had his head down. Anyway, I  guess he

heard  me wa lk ing .  He l i f ted  up  fh is  head]  and looked a t  me,  and then

down i t  fwent ]  aga in .  They  d idn ' t  bo ther  about  any th ing !  [Laughter ]

That  was the  check ,  huh?

Yeah.

During the Depression a lot  of  Mexican people were sent back to Mdxico

as a resul t  of  the unemployment s i tuat ion.  Did you know any people who

were expel led f rom the United States dur ing th is t ime?

No,  I  d idn ' t .  That  was  in  t r929 and '30  and around there ,  and a t  tha t

time I was transfemed. I was working for the Hoover Company by that

t ime and I  was transferred from El Paso to Phoenix,  Ar izona, where I

stayed for three years.  I  know that out of  Phoenix many peop' le lef t

because there was no work there.

They went back to Mdxico from there?

They went back to Mdxico,  yeah. I  know that because at  a l i t t le town

ca l led  Glenda le  ( tha t ' s  wes t  o f  Phoen ix )  some o f  the  peop ' le  tha t  had

been l i v ing  there  in  the  hope o f  f ind ing  work  p ick ing  co t ton- -a  lo t  o f

those homes were vacant;  a lot  of  those houses were vacant there at

G lenda le .  They  were  l i t t le  cheap houses ,  Vou know,  bu t  jus t  the  same

they were'vacant.
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M: When did you come back to El  Paso?

R:  In  ]933  I  be l ieve  i t  was- -1933  o r  ' 34 .

M: Dfd you stay wi th the same company?

R: 0h yes. I  worked with the Hoover Company forty years;  f i rst  here in El

Paso,  then in  Phoen ix ,  and then fo r  a  shor t  wh i le  in  Southern  Ca l i fo rn ia ,

M:

R:
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M:

D .

M:

R:

and then back to El  Paso again.

What posi t ions did you hold wi th the company?

Dis t r i c t  Manager .  D is t r i c t  Manager  fo r  West  Texas ,  D is t r i c t  Manager

fo r  Ar izona and Ass is tan t  D iv is ion  Manager  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .

By 
. |933 

were you already Distr ict  Manager?

0h yes.

How many people did you have under you and how big was your terr i tory?

Wel1,  West Texas compr, ised al l  the way west of  Pecos and in Ar izonao the

who le  s ta te  o f  Ar izona.  In  Ar izona i  had about  15  sa lesmen.

Were there any Mexican Americans among those l5?

Yes. There was only one American; al l  the others were f t4exican Americans.

Were you the only Distr ict  Manager in Ar izona?

Yes .

Was i t  unusual  to have so many Mexicans doing this?

Wel l ,  I  happened to know two of  them (and one of  them was my relat ive),

and they knew some more. I recruited most of the Mexican Americans.

Was there any resentment?

No. They al l  got  a long f ine.  I  used to take them out for  p icn' ics.

I 've got some pictures t f rere of  some of  them. There was on' ly one I

can recal l  whose name was 01son. 0lson was one and.. . there were two,

two American boys.
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M: Would  you say  tha t  in  those t imes i t  was  a  l i t t le  unu.sua l  fo r  a  Mex ican

American to have the kind of  posi t ion that you had?

Yes.  In  fac t ,  I  was  the  on ly  one,  I  be l ieve ,  in  the  who le  o rgan ' i za t ion .

How do you account for  your havin5; reached that k ind of  posi t ion and many

other Mexican Americans having much lower k inds of  iobs? What set  you

apart  f rom the rest?

I  don ' t  know.  I ' l l  te11  you how I  go t  s ta r ted  w i th  the  Hoover  Company.

I  was  work ing  w i th  the  E l  Paso E lec t r i c  Company in  the  Trus t  Bu i ld ing

on the corner of  San Antonio and Stanton. The Electr ic Company only had

two employees in the of f ice-- [another boy] and [mysel f ] .  He was a book-

keeper and I  was a bookkeeper.  In addi t ion to of f ice work I  had to go

to Ju{rez and read meters.  0f  course, we had about f ive outside men --

meter  ins ta l le rs  and a lso  meter  readers ;  bu t  I  used to  do  most  o f  the

meter reading in Julrez.  Thjs other gent leman and I  ran the of f ice.

When I  had to go out,  he'd stay in;  and when he had to go out,  I  had to

stay in.  But he stayed jn most of  the t ime. Eventual ly we expanded--we

got  another  man and then we go t  two g i r1s .  And l i t t le  by  l i t t le ,  when

the thing began to be too smal l ,  then we moved over to the present s ' i te

o f  the  E lec t r i c  Company,  there  in  the  Mar t in  Bu i ld ing .  We moved over  there

and i t  began to  expand.  Jay  (he 's  a  1a ;wyer  now,  then he  was a  l i t t le  k id )

was the f i rst  one that we employed there as an of f ice boy. When they moved

over  to  the  new bu i ld i rg ,  d  man by  the  name o f  L loyd  Do l i t t le  was  D iv is ion

Manager for  the Hoover Company. Now, the Div is ion Manager comprises maybe

two or  th ree  s ta tes .  But  in  Texas ,  be ing  such a  la rge  s ta te ,  Mr .  Do l i t t le

was the Div is ion Manager.  So he came up with his brother one day and he

went to the Electr ic Company to sel l  them some Hoovers,  to see i f  they

wou ld  take  the  agency .  He go t  to  ta lk ing  to  me and lasked me]  i f  I  d idn ' t

want to be a salesman. In those days the salesmen would put a Hoover on

their  shoulder and qo house to house and demonstrate i t .  So I  was the

R:

M:

R:
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f i rs t  one .  Then  aga in ,  Mr .  Do l i t t l e  sa id ,  "We l l ,  see  i f  you  can  ge t  some, - .

body e1se."  So when he came back the second t ime, I  had another boy that

was interested in i t .  Then I  got  another.  Anyway, I  had three boys

tha t  were  se l l ing  Hoovers  ou t  o f  the  E lec t r tc  Company.  Then Mr .  Do l i t t le

sa id ,  "Wel l ,  we have to  have a  Superv isor .  We ' l l  jus t  name you Super -

v isor."  So I  was the Supervisor.  Then about two years later when he

came, he said,  "Wel l ,  now we have to expand here.  l^Je have to get these

l i t t le  towns l i ke  F t .  S tock ton  and Pecos  and those towns.  We 've  go t  to

name a Distr ict  Manager for  that  to take over West Texas and El  Paso.

Wou ld  you  l i ke  the  job?"  I  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  know.  I  don ' t  know any th ing . "

"We' l l  teach you."  And sure enough, they sent me to the factory.  They

took me to their  factory and at  the factory they showed me al l  about making

the  mach ines .  A t  tha t  t ime,  they  d idn ' t  have these s team a f fa i rs .  We

made the molds on sand. We had boxes of  sand; we put a mold in there and

then poured the hot aluminum in there.  That 's the way they made the

bases. And then they showed me al l  about the electr jcal  parts.  Af ter

that then they began to give me training about how to employ people,  how

to  approach merchants ,  the  who le  bus iness .  When I  came back ,  we l l ,  I  was

ready to go out;  and I  went out to several  d i f ferent towns and opened

agenc ies .

M: Were most of  your employees also Mexican American?

R:  We l l ,  he re ,  no .  Here  I  had  abou t  ha l f  and  ha l f .

M:  I t ' s  h igh ly  unusua l  fo r  a  Mex ican Amer ican to  have ach ieved tha t  k ind  o f

a  pos i t ion ,  espec ia l l y  g iven  your  background and your  l im i ted  educat ' ion .

And yet:  loU were a Manager and you had a group of  Anglo Americans under

you.  How d id  you ge t  a long w i th  them,  and how d id  they  look  a t  you  as

the i r  boss?

R:  Wel l ,  I  never  d id  no t ice  tha t  they  showed any  an imos i ty  o r  any th ing  l i ke '

27
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that because of  [my] being a l4exican American. They al1 got along very

nicely.  When I 'd get these boys together,  both the Mexican Americans and

the  so-ca l led  wh i te  boys ,  they  a l l  seemed to  ge t  a long f ine .  We 'd  go  ou t

to  d inner  o r  we 'd  go  ou t  to  a  p icn ic ,  and even w i th  the i r  w ives .  Now,

among those, I  had one boy [whose] name was Al fonso Zaragoza. He came

here from Mdxico when he was recent ly marr ied because he marr ied a doctor 's

fdaughter ] .  0 f  course ,  h is  fo lks  were  we l l - to -do ;  h is  fa ther  used to  send

h im someth ing  l i ke  $200,  $300 a  month  so  tha t  they  cou ld  l i ve  here .  But

he was the type of  boy that didn' t  l ike to be id le,  so he went to work

with me as a serviceman to start  wi th;  and he later on turned out to

be one of  the best salesmen I  had. His father passed away-- they had a

big hardware store in Guaymas, Mdxico.  Today he owns two supermarkets

in  Cu l  iaca6.  We s t i l l  communica te .  He wr i tes  to  me once ' in  a  wh i le .  He

was a  very  good sa lesman.  Then I  had th is  boy ,  B lanco.  He 's  in  the  cus toms

bus iness  today .  He was s t i l l  go ing  to  schoo l  bu t  he  wanted  someth ing  to  do

in the af ternoons, so I  h i red him. He turned out to be a pret ty good

salesman. I t  seems that they al l  seemed to l ike the way that I  handled

them. I  had tr ied to teach them to do things--how to act  when they went

into a home. In other words,  I  would say,  "Leave your customers sat is-

f ied . "  B lanco tu rned ou t  to  be  a  good boy .  Th is  boy  Frank  Mena- -he 's  in

the  rea l  es ta te  bus iness  today- -was one o f  my good sa lesmen.  I  don ' t

reca l l  o f f -hand.  I  have the i r  names in  my f i les ,  bu t  I  don ' t  reca l l  the

names r igh t  now.  They  a l l  go t  a long very  n ice ly .

Your daughter descr ibes you as a "go-getter.  "

l , l l e l l ,  i t ' s  a lways  been my way o f  do ing  th ings .  F i rs t ,  I  l i ke  every th ing

in order.  I f  I  see something wrong, r ight  now I  want to go and correct

any th ing  tha t  I  see  ou t  o f  o rder ,  i f  i t ' s  w i th in  my means.  I  never  d id
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l i ke  id leness  when I  was  a  youngster - - I 'd  l i ke  to  be  do ing  someth ing  a l l

of  the t ime. Maurice Schwartz,  one of  the owners of  the Popular,  not iced

i t  and he  l i ked  me very  much.  Other  peop le  have no t iced  i t .  Bu t  I  ius t

l i ke  to  be  do ing  someth ing .

Do you consider yoursel f  d i f ferent f rom other Mexicans?

No,  no t  a  b i t  except  tha t  I  have educated  myse l f  and made myse l f  use fu l ,

whereas some of our peop' le [have not]  for  some reason. Maybe i t 's  Iack

o f  educat ion  or  someth ing ,  bu t  heck ,  I  never  had much educat ion ,  up  un t i l

the  th i rd  g rade.  Maybe i t ' s  the  way the  sys tem is ,  o r  they ' re  no t  as

aggress ive i  they ' re  a f ra id .  But  you  w i l l  f ind  tha t  even in  today 's

ch i ld ren ,  You ' l l  f ind  some ch i ld ren  today  are  we l l  educated  bu t  they ' re

a f ra id  to  go  across  the  s t ree t  and se l l  a  bar  o f  soap.  That ' s  t rue .

And where did you get your aggressiveness? How did you overcome that fear?

To s ta r t  w i th ,  my mother  d ied  when I  was  s ix  months  o ld .  So,  fo r  a  long

t ime I  l i ved  w i th  my grandmother .  I  d idn ' t  have very  much to  do .  So I

needed money, and there's not many ways to get i t .  I 'd go out and help

my aunt and col lect  eggs and sel l  the eggs at  100 a dozen and do errandsl

th is ,  tha t  and the  o ther .  And tha t ' s  the  way I  made a  l i t t le  money.  So,

I  s ta r ted  sh in ing  shoes .  Then I  s ta r ted  se l l ing  newspapers .  Then I

s ta r ted  work ing  fo r  an  o f f i cer .  He had an  e lec t r i c  car  and so  I 'd  he lp

h im po l i sh  i t  up .  That  was in  Bracket tv i l le .  Then when I  came to  E l  Paso,

then I  began to work around the drug stores.  But I  fe l t  that  I  had to

be dojng something a1l  the t ime i f  I  wanted to have any spending money.

There 's  a  popu lar  image among the  Ang lo  Amer ican popu la t ion  tha t  Mex icans

are  no t  as  ambi t ious  as  Ang lo  Amer icans  and Mex icans  are  lazy ,  tha t  they

don' t  want to get ahead as much as Anglo Americans want to get ahead.

What  i s  your  op in ion  about  tha t?



ROMO

R:

30

lr ' le l l ,  to some extent maybe some of them are,  Jou know. But that 's a lack

o f  educat ion .  They 've  been su f fe r ing  so  much,  in  o ther  words ,  tha t  tha t

has  pu ' l led  them back .  That ' s  the  way I  look  a t  i t .  I  had  never  in  my

younger days, even as an orphan, worr ied about where I  was going to get

the  nex t  mea l .  I  never  wor r ied  about  c lo thes  or  any th ing  l i ke  tha t ,  be-

cause I  knew that my grandmother would provide me. However,  she didn' t

p rov ide  me money.  Maybe tha t ' s  the  one reason 
-ShatT I 'm 

a  l i t t le  aggress ive ,

I  don ' t  know.  Yes ,  I  no t ice  some peop le .  I t  may be  tha t  they ' re  a f ra id ,

no t  tha t  they ' re  no t  w i ' l1 ing .  They ' re  more  or  less  a fna id  to  tack le

someth ing .  They ' re  a f ra id  tha t  i f  they  don ' t  do  i t  r igh t  they ' l l  be

ashamed o f  themse lves .  That ' s  the  who le  th ing  more  than any th ing  e lse- -

they're just  afraid to go ahead and do something.

I  want  to  ask  you about  your  ac t i v i t ies  in  LULAC.  Cou ld  you te l l  me how

you became act ive in LULAC and what you've done since you started?

When I  f i rst  began, of  course, I  was just  a member;  but  soon I  was made

Secretary.  Af ter  I  was made Secretary I  began to help al l  the other

of f ic ia ls.  Then the nat ional  of f ice men came here and they requested that

I  be their  reporter or correspondent,  and give them al1 the news of  El

Paso. And then when Mr.  Jacques was voted in as the Distr ict  Director,

I  was  h is  r igh t -hand man.  I 'd  do  a l l  the  work  fo r  h im.  A l though I  have

been nominated several  t imes for di f ferent posi t ions,  I  never wanted to

accept them because I  fe l t  that  I  could do more on the outside than with

an o f f i c ia l  pos i t ion .  So I ' ve  he lped everybody- - the  Pres ident ,  the  Nat iona l

Pres idento  the  D is t r i c t  D i rec to r ,  the  Sta te  D i rec tor - - I  he lped them

r igh t  a1ong .  Bu t  I , , ,myse l f ,  d idn ' t  wan t  to  ge t  the  pos i t i on .

Why did you fee' l  that  you could do more outside the organizat ion?

Wel l ,  take  fo r  ins tance ,  the  V ice -Pres iden t .  A  V i ie  Pres iden t ' i s  suppose  to  be

r iqn t  hand man o f  the  Pres ident ;  [here foreJ  because they ' re  work ing ,  they  can ' t

M I

R:

M:

R : the

attenc

t o  . i obs .  l ^ l e l l ,  by  no t  hav inq  an  o f f  i ce ,  I  can  go  and  ask  them where  they  wan t  some
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p r i n t i ng  done ;0k ,  I ' l l  go  and  have

ma ke

i t  done  fo r  t hem.

money foi 
- -ttre

I f  they

M:

R:

M:

R:

want some pl an to

Counc i l  in  o rder  tha t  they  have money w i th  wh ich  to  g ive  scho larsh ips

or  g ive  to  char i t y ,  we l1 ,  I ' d  g ive  them the  p lan .  I ' d  s i t  down and  take

maybe hal f  a day to ef fect  out  a plan, and I 'd do that for  the of f icers

myse l f .  That ' s  what  I  mean;  I  cou ld  do  more  on  the  ou ts ide  than hav ing

a  pos i t i on .

When you f i rst  became act ive in LULAC in the late 
' |930s, 

what were the

issues here in the Mexican American community and how did LULAC get in-

vo lved in  those issues?

Wel l ,  the  main  issue a t  the  t ime was the  schoo ls .  What  we were  t ry ing

to  [do ]  was  ge t  these peop le  to  g ive  [s tudents ]  a  b i l ingua l  educat ion .

And tha t ' s  where  we s ta r ted .  There 's  a  gent leman in  Houston  tha t  d id  a

very f ine iob wi th Malcolm MacGregor,  the local  lawyer herej  he was the

State Representat ive at  that  t ime. This man in Houston had a restaurant

and he spent a lot  of  money. Here we were backing him up try ing to get

the  s ta te  to  pu t  in  a  b i l ingua ' l  educat ion  [p rogram] .  They  f ina l l y  go t

someth ing  done.  The f i rs t  th ing  tha t  was  done was what  they  ca l led

"Schoo l  400" - - to  teach these youngsters ,who d idnr t  speak  Eng ' l i sh  a t  a l l ,

400 words. And then later on, the State of  Texas adopted that p1an.

Who were the leaders in El  Paso at  that  t ime in the Mexican American

commun i ty?

Wel l ,  a man by the name of Machuca, Wi l ' ly  Flores,  Modesto gon{2,  [and]

Frank Galvdn were among the leaders here.

C leo fas  Ca l  le ros?

l , ' Je11,  C leo fas  Ca l le ros  was no t  very  much invo lved in  LULAC,  bu t  he  was

wi th  the  Catho l i c  Conference.  0h  there 's  severa l .  I  can ' t  reca l l  a l l

the' i r  names. Judge nodr i /guez Sr.  was one. He was involved in there.

M:

R:
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R:

M:

M: Who were the leaders outside of  LULAC? Were there people involved in

government at  that  t ime?

R: I  can' t  recal l  very wel l ,  but  there were very few, very few. The f j rst

one that went to work for  the government here was l , . l i l ly  Floresl  he went

to work at  Beaumont.  He was the f i rst  one that I  know of.  Then there are

some that are now l iv ing in Cal ' i fornia that  had been working in the

shops here--the SP shops-- then they tFanSfeiFed To bther-btsi-neSs.

M: Let me ask you a f inal  quest ion about the way LULAC has changed over the

years  s ince  you f i rs t  s ta r ted  becomjng ac t ive  w i th  i t .  What  has  been

the  evo lu t ion  o f  LULAC in  E l  Paso over  a l l  these years?

Wel1 ,  in  the  beg inn ing ,  what  they  were  s t ress ing  [was ]  to  be  a  good

c i t i zen .  That ' s  what  [ they  were ]  s t ress ing- -be  a  good c i t i zen .  Do you

happen to know the LULAC code?

I may have read it somewhere.

R: The idea is that  you're a good American in every way and a person thatrs

trustworthy (makes himsel f  t rustworthy).  In fact ,  I  th ink I  have a copy

there i f  you care to know the whole [code].  This LULAC code has not ever

been changed or amended since i t  was f i rst  wr i t ten at  Corpus Christ i  in
. |929  

and  i t  reads  l i ke  th i s :

Respect your c i t izenship and preserve i t ;  Honor your country,
ma in ta in  i t s  t rad i t ion  in  the  Sp i r i t  o f  i t s  c i t i zens  and embody
yourse l f  i n to  i t s  cu l tu re  and  c iv i l i za t ion .

Be proud o f  your  o r ig in  and main ta in  i t  immacu la te ,  respec t
your  g lo r ious  pas t  and he lp  to  de fend the  r igh ts  o f  a l l  the  peop le .

Learn how to discharge your dut ies before you learn how to
assert  your r ights,  educate and make yoursel f  worthy and stand high
in the l ight  of  your deeds; you must aiways be loyal  and courageous;

F i l l ed  w i th  op t im ism,  make  yourse l f  soc iab le ,  up r igh t ,  j ud ic ious ,
and above al l  th ings be sober and col lected in your habi ts,  caut ious
in your act ions,  and spar ing in your speech.

Bel ieve in God, love Humanity and rely upon the framework of
human progress ,  s low and sound,  unequ ivoca l  and f i r rn .
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Always be honorable and highminded, learn how to be sel f -
re l ian t  upon your  own qua l i f i ca t ions  and resources .

In  war  serve  your  count ry ,  in  peace your  conv ic t ions ;  d iscern ,
inves t iga te ,  med i ta te  and th ink ,  s tudy ,  a t  a l l  t imes be  honest  and
generous .

Let your f inest  purpose be that of  hel  p ing to see that each new
genera t ion  sha l l  be  o f  a  youth  more  e f f i c ien t  and capab le  and in  th is
le t  your  own ch i ld ren  be  inc luded.

Now,  tha t ' s  a  very  n ice  code.

That 's very good.

That 's  what  we a l l  t ry  to  fo l low.  But  what  I  l i ke  most  i s  f tha t ]  there

never has been any amendment to th is.  And again,  they've been want ing

LULAC to  become invo lved in  po l i t i cs  and a l l  o f  tha t .  Wel l ,  we don ' t

th ink  i t ' s  r igh t  any  more  than we th ink  tha t  the  churches  shou ld  be

invo lved in  po ' l i t i cs .  We do exerc ise  our  f ranch iser  our  r igh ts .  A t

elect ion t imes we ask our members to be sure and go and [vote] ;  in other

words, discharge your r ights.  In fact ,  I  remember one t ime we put up

a booth down by the Court House some 25 years ago,. Every member had to go

there and register [so that  we would]  know that they had been there.  But

we take no sides. That 's the main th ing--we take no sides. You vote for

Tthd man you want,  and I  vote for  the man I  want.  That 's the way LULAC

has worked i t .  I  th fnk  i t ' s  worked ou t  good.

One las t  ques t ion .  Cou ld  you g ive  me your  impress ion  o f  the  Ch icano

Movement? What do you think of  what has been going on the last  few years ?

isWel1 ,  they  have accompl ished someth ing .  The on ly  th ing  I  don ' t  l i ke

when they demonstrate and get out of  order.  I  th ink that  everything

should be done according to 1aw. 
- t^ lhen 

they become over ly aggressive

(I mean by thatrthey take and beat up sonebody or they burn a place or

someth ing  l i ke  tha t )n  I  don ' t  agree  w i th  tha t .  I  don ' t  go  fo r  tha t ,

But  be ing  aggress ive  [ i s ]  a l l  r igh t  in  a  peacefu l  way .  Demonst ra te  and

show your  r igh ts ,  tha t ' s  0K.  That ' s  the  way I  fee l  about  i t .

M:

R:
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Do you fee' l  that  they have accompl ished necessary th ings?

Those that have demonstrated proper iy,  yes.  They have accompl ished qui te

a  b i t ,  yes .

l r le l l ,  F l r .  Romo, I  want to thank you very much for your t ime. I  certainly

have enjoyed this conversat ion wi th you. You have contr ibuted toward

our  co l lec t ion  o f  h is to r ica l  mater ia ls  a t  the  Un ivers i ty .

Wel l ,  you  know a t  my age- -85  years  o ld - - I  can ' t  immedia te ly  reca l ' l  th ings ,

but go and see those other people I  a l ready gave you the names [of ]  and

you ' l l  ge t  a  lo t  o f  in fo rmat ion  o f  the  o lden days  here  and how our

chicanos were. Again,  I  repeat that  some people have said,  and even

Mr .  C leo fas  Ca l le ros  had to ld  me,  tha t  the  word  "Ch icano"  o r ig ina ted  in

Spa in .  I  s t i l l  say  tha t  i t  o r ig ina ted  here  in  E l  Paso,  because when we

l ived down in the Second Ward, Santa Fe Street was the div id ing l ' ine of

Ch ihuahu i ta  and us  over  here .  They  ca ' l led  us  "poch i tos"  so  we d idn ' t

know what to cal l  them, so we f inal ly invented that word because they

were coming from Chihuahua. They were people f rom Chihuahua and they were

mex icanos ,  so  we ca l led  them "ch icanos . "  I  s t i l l  say  tha t  word  was co ined

here  in  E l  Paso,  no t  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  no t  Spa in .

Do you yoursei f  have any object ion to being cal led "Chicanor"--now?

[ l je11 ,  somewhat  yes .  I 'd  ra ther  be  ca l led  e i ther  an  Amer ican or  a  Mex ican

American than a Chicano.

Do you see the  word  "Ch icano"  now,  in  
. |975,  

hav ing  negat ive  connota t ions?

Yes.  I  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  p roper .  I f  you  are  an  Amer ican c i t i zen  you are

an Amer ican c i t i zen .  I f  you  want  [ to  ta ]k  about  your ]  ances tors ,  we l l ,

Mexican or Mexican American, As a matter of  fact ,  I  would coin a new

word- -someth ing  l j ke  "Un i ted  Sta tesan"  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  That

wou ld  cover  i t  a l l .

We l lo  thank  you ,  s i r .

0K .  h le l l  o  I 'm  g lad  to  he lp  you  ou t .
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