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M:

CHARLES V. PORRAS

This  in te rv iew is  be ing  conducted  a t  the  home o f  Mr .  Char les  V .  Por ras ,

9048 Geran ium St ree t ,  E l  Paso,  Texas .  November  lB ,  1975.  In te rv iewing

is Oscar Mart i 'nez f rom U. T.  EI  Paso.

First ,  Mr.  Pomas, can you tel l  me when and where you were born?

E l  Paso ,  Texas ,  Ju ly  
. |3 ,  . |90 ] .

Cou ld  you te l l  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  your  paren ts '  background?

My father was Jacinto Pomas. He came here when he was three years o1d

from San Antonion Texas. His father used to dr ive a pack train f rom

San Anton io  to  Santa  Fe,  New Mex ico .  0n  the  las t  t r ip  tha t  he  made,  he

was k i l led  a t  Anton  Ch icoo New Mex ico .  H is  mother  and h is  s is te r  were

s tay ing  a t  San  EJ iza r io  w i th  Mrs .  E l l i s  a t  the  o ld  E l l i s  S to re  and  Mi l l

there.  t t ty father came to El  Paso on the f i rst  t ra in that  came through

San E l  i za r io .

That  was in  lBB l?

I  don ' t  reca l l  the  da te ,  bu t  he  was jus t  a  young boy .  He came to  E l  Paso

and he sett led here around what is Durango Street today. That was the

name of the distr ict--Durango; r ight  by the old Santa Fe depot which js

about 2 blocks f rom the Union depot today. I  was born at  the corner of

West 0ver land and Leon Street.  My father had a grocery store there.

Did your father ever ta lk about his exper iences when he f i rst  came to

E l  Paso?

P:  0h  yes ,  Ves .  He was qu i te  f ree  w i th  h is  ta lk  about  h is  exper iences  here .

He was in  the  drayage bus iness  and a lso  in  the  grocery  bus iness ,  so  he

came in contact  wi th everybody that was in bus' iness and a lot  of  the

P:

M:

P :

M :

P :

M :
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o ld - t ime po l i t i c ians  and the  pub ' l i c -sp i r i ted  men around town.

What are some of the th ings that you remember your father ta lk ing about

of  those ear ly days?

[He used to ta lk about]  the old shoot ing scrapes that they used to have

on the streets.  In fact ,  he recal ' led very v iv id ly a shoot ing scrape that

they had on the corner of  0regon and Texas Street,  i t  is  now. There

used to be an old bar there.  I  th ink i t  was the Zieger Bar.  The owner

of the bar was a member of  the old Doc Hol l iday and Wyatt  Earp igroup].

Doc Hol l iday and somebody else shot ' i t  out  or  had a scrape with the bar-

tender at  that  part icular bar.  They shot i t  out  in the street.  My

father at  that  t ime was coming from the Sheldon Hotel ;  he was picking up

some baggage on one of  h is t ransfer wagons, and he witnessed that.  He

wi tnessed severa l ,  bu t  tha t  i s  the  one tha t  s tood ou t  more  v iv id ly  in

h is  m ind .

Did your father ta l  k about

dur ing  those days?

Very  de f in i te ly .

What  d id  he  say?

the relat ions between Mexicans and Anglos

My father v ' ras one man that bel ieved that regardless of  nat ional i ty,  you

were a man. I f  you were an honest and good man, i t  made no di f ference

to  h im [what  your  na t iona l i t y  was ] .  He d idn ' t  cowtow to  the  so-ca l led

"white super ior i ty"  here.  But in those days, there were very few of

our people,  unfortunate' ly,  that  had the gumption to stand up for what

they thought was r ight .  In other words,  they gave way to the old

tejano sty ' le of  t reat ing the paisanos here.  The paisano was looked up-

on as just  a couple of  degrees above the Negro. My father had lots

of  arguments about that ;  my father was very outspoken. He also be-

came a  jo iner  in  the  ex is t ing  f ra te rna l  o rders  and c lubs  tha t  ex is ted

M:
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at that  t ime, t ry ing to get our people to be represented as they should

be. He was a great f r iend of  the Escajeda fami ly and Montoyas, and the

o ld  po l i t i ca l  leaders  o f  our  peop le .  He de f in i te ly  v ' las  very  much ashamed

of  the  way our  peop le  cowered beh ind . . .you  migh t  say ,  they  ac ted  dumb.

I t  i snr t  tha t  they  d idn ' t  know tha t  they  were  en t i t led  these th ings ,  bu t

they feared for physical  hurt  f rom the major i ty of  the so-ca11ed Anglos.

Because in those days, shoot ing down a Mexican was not looked upon as

any ser ious cr ime. My father was very,  very much opposed, natural ly,

to that ;  but  he also went out and tr ied to do something about i t .

D id  your  fa ther  ever  te l l  you  o f  any  spec i f i c  inc idents  tha t  gave an

ind ica t ion  o f  the  re la t ions  be tween Mex icans  and Ang los  tha t  he  was

invo lved  in?

Yes.  One o f  the  bes t  ca fe i  in  E l  Paso a t  tha t  t ime [was]  Z ieger 's  on

the corner of  Oregon and 0ver land Street.  He and a couple of  h is cronies

f rom one o f  these mutua l  a id  soc ie t ies - -La  Pro tec tora ,  I  th ink ,  was  the

name--had a meet ing on South Stanton and Fi f th Street.  0n the way back

to  town they  s topped ' in  a t  Z ' ieger 's  to  ge t  a  b i te  to  ea t .  They  were  to ld - -

not po1 i te1y,  but very forceably-- to get out.  They were proper ly dressed

and they had plenty of money. But the fact was that they were told

p la in ly  tha t  Mex icans  weren ' t  be ing  served there  a t  tha t  t ime.  That

was Z ieger 's .  And,  inc identa l ' l y ,  Z ieger  was o f  German ex t rac t ion .  The

Eng l ish  tha t  he  spoke- -huh!  He cou ldn ' t  even speakr  you migh t  say ,  the

Engl ish language. But he considered himsel f  a better American than our

peop l  e .

What did your father do?

t l le l l ,  he  was a l l  fo r  tak ' ing  a  poke a t . . . in  fac t ,  he  d id  take  a  poke a t

the waiter who, unfortunate' ly,  was also one of  our people;  but  fhe was]
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doing his job.  By that t ime the other two hauled h ' im away. That was

a very common incident.

What do you remember about your chi ldhood here in El  Paso?

I can remember from the time that I was about 6 years old. My uncle

used to bring me downtown from Durango Street to El Paso Street to get

my ha i r  cu t .  I ' l l  never  fo rge t  [ th is ] .  My cous in  was a  young fe l ' l ow,

maybe about 5 years older than I  at  the t ime. In order to save t ime

walk ing ,  he  used to  cu t  across  the  ra i l road t rack ,  the  ra i l road yards ,

where the Santa Fe freight depot is.  That 's about 7th and Santa Fe.

We used to cut  of f  f rom there over to what is now Charles Street.  He

used to br ing me under the cars there.  A lot  of  t imes they were shunt ing

cars.  But that  was ny f i rst  recol lect ion--coming down to El  Paso Street

to  ge t  my ha i r  cu t .  And I  a lso  remember  se l l ing  papers  a t  the  corner

of  El  Paso and San Francisco Street.  There used to be a Snyder 's Market

on  the  corner .  There 's  where  I  met  a l l  o f  the  impor tan t  peop le ' in

those days ,  l i ke  Mr .  S .  J .  Fe l lman who was our  lead ing  photographer ,

and Mr.  Pi tman who was an Alderman. "Uncle Henry" Ke' l1y was Mayor.

Al1 of the other people used to come by and used to buy a paper off of

me,  s imp ly  because they  l i ked  the  way tha t  I  used to  speak  Eng l ish .  That

was  i t .

M:  Cou ld  you  speak  Eng l i sh  we l l?

P :  0h ,  I  spoke  Eng l i sh  I  guess  s ince  I  s ta r ted  ta lk ing .

M:  D id  you  speak  Span ish  in  the  home a t  a l l?

P: Both.  tW father used to speak both.

M:  Was  tha t  unusua l ,  l i v ing  where  you  l i ved?

P:  Yes ,  yes ;  very  unusua l .  That  i s  one o f  the  reasons  why our  o ld - t imers

here  d id  no t  speak  Eng l i sh  we l l .  The i r  fo l ks  pers is ted  in  us ing  Span ish

and  no t  us ing  any  Eng l i sh  a t  a l l  un less  they  had  to .  You ' re  no t  o ld
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enough to remember,  but  the Eng' l ish that  they used to speak down there

was te r r ib le - -ha l f  Eng l ish  and ha l f  Span ish- -because they  were  ashamed

to ta lk i t .  One of  the common expressions, when you spoke to one of

those o ld  d ie -hards  [was ] ,  "Yo no  hab lo  per ro ,  yo  hab lo  espaf r 'o l . "  That ' s

how bad i t  was  in  cer ta in  sec t ions .

"Per ro"  s tood fo r  Eng l ish?

Yes, Yes. In fact ,  when we were in grammar school ,  we used to have to

f igh t .  In  1912,  when the  Revo lu t ion  s ta r ted  over  there  and a l l  o f  those

refugees came over here,  we who were born here and were f luent in the
' language 

we had to  f igh t  those k ids  f rom over  there- - I  mean phys ica l l y ;

because they  used to  ca l l  us  "agr ingados. "  And we had to  fo rce  the

language on  them.

The re fugee k ids  ca l led  you "agr ingados"?

0h  yes .

How did that  make you feej  ?

I t  made me feel  good because i t  was just  an excuse to punch someone in

the  nose;  and na tura l l y  I  go t  punched,  too .  But  I  go t  a  spec ia l  k ick

out of  [ i t  for ]  th is reason: there were a few teachers that  we had in

those days  who d id  no t  even know any th ing  about  Span ish .  So,  I  was  a t

Bea l l  Schoo l ,  and Miss  Pra ter  p icked myse l f  and another  f r iend  o f  mine ,

A lexander  Bu l l ,  as  teachers  fo r  these k ids .  Some o f  them were  17  and

18 years  o1d.  They  were  wonder fu l l y  educated ,  bu t  they  d idn ' t  know any

Eng l ish  a t  a l l .  So  we used to  be  the  Eng ' l i sh  teachers .  And we took

great  de l igh t  in  runn ing  the  roughshod over  a  lo t  o f  them.  So I

go t  a  bang ou t  o f  i t .

You sound l i ke  you had some k jnd  o f  a  f iqh t ing  sp i r i t  in  you.

Yes ;  oh  yes .  I  guess  i t ' s  the  Ind ian  b lood  in  me.  i  was  quar re lsome.

I  admi t  tha t - - I  was  quar re lsome.

M:

D .

M .

P:
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M: Where do you think that  came from?

P: tvly father.

M:  How d id  your  fa ther  in f luence you?

P:  My fa ther  was a  very ,  very  s t r i c t  man;  bu t  h is  p r inc ipa l  idea  was tha t

as  long as  I  went  to  schoo l ,  I  had every th ing  tha t  I  wanted .  In  o ther

words ,  I  had f ine  c lo thes ,  a  good b icyc le .  When I  was  l0  years  o ld  he

set  me up in  the  grocery  bus iness .  I  mean comple te ly .  He bu j l t  me a

bu i ld ing ,  s tocked i t ,  and  tu rned i t  over  to  me.  I  fwou ld ]  come back

from school  and tend to the store;  I  was the buyer,  the bookkeeper,  and

every th ing  e1se .  Tha t ' s  the  k ind  o f  man he  was ,  because  he  d idn ' t  ge t

a chance to go even to the 3rd grade; but he wanted each one of  us to

have a  fu l l  educat ion .  So as  long as  I  went  to  schoo l  I  had every th ing .

When I  was in high school  I  had a charge account wi th the Popular Dry

Goods Company. It ly old friend Leonard Goodman was the Beau Brummel here

then.  He wore  beaut i fu l  c lo th ing .  When I  used to  see Leonard  w i th  a

new su i tn  I 'd  go  and ge t  me one to  match .  That  was the  k ind  o f  fa ther

I  had.  Wor ld  War  I  came up when I  was  in  h igh  schoo l .  i  th rew my books

in  the  locker  and  wa lked  ou t  o f  the re - - I  d idn ' t  f i n i sh  schoo l .  Tha t

was ' i t .  When I  came back ,  he  sa id ,  "A l1  r igh t ,  when  a re  you  go ing  back

to  schoo l? "  I  sa id ,  "0h ,  I ' l I  s ta r t  p re t t y  soon . "  I  never  d id !  Tha t

cu t ' i f  o f f .  My fa ther  wou ldn ' t  he lp  me in  any th i lg - -he  was tha t  s t r i c t .

Bu t  he  was fa j r  because he  to ld  me p la in ly  tha t  he  wantedme to go to

schoo l .  I  d idn ' t  go ,  so  he  cu t  o f f  a l l  t he  he lp .

How many brothers and sisters did you have?

I had three brothers and two sisters.  I  was the oldest one. I  oniy

have two brothers and one sister l iv ing today. The rest  of  them are gone.

What  do  you remember  about  l i fe in  the  ne ighborhood in  wh ich  you grew up?

Wel l ,  on  Durango St ree t ,  West  Over land St ree t ,  I  don ' t  reca l l  tha t  much.
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My reco l lec t ions  s ta r t  on  Basset t .  That  was  a  new add i t ion .  For t

B l i ss  used to  be  on  the  corner  o f  i t .  I t  used to  s ta r t  on  Wi l low

Street,  f rom Bassett  over to Magoff in;  and i t  used to go as far  as

l , l la lnut .  Now, that  was an ent i re ly new neighborhood. My father and

two or  th ree  more  came in  and bu i l t  up  the  homes.  Inc identa l l y ,  in

those days ,  ins tead o f  hav ing  s ing le  homes to  ren t ,  they  bu i l t  tenements .

So my father had a bunch of  tenements adjoining our house. Our house

was independent,  and the other was income property.  My father,  Mr.

P lacenc ia ,  Mr .  Va lenzue la ,  and Mr .  A lvarado- -a l l  o f  these [ fo l lowed]  the

same pattern.  So we al l  grew up together there,  went to the same

schoo l ,  en joyed the  same k ind  o f  l i v ing .  Our  fa thers  were  a l l  m idd le -

c lass  bus inessmen,  workers ;  so  we had about  the  same l i fe - - the  soc ia l

af fa i rs and everything. I f  you had a party at  th is house, everybody

in the neighborhood went.  I f  there was a death in the fami ly anywhere,

we l l ,  the  same th ing .  I t  was  a  very  c lose-kn i t  communi ty .  I t  wasn ' t

a  la rge  group,  bu t  we had very  n ice  re la t ions  there .

What elementary school  d id you go to?

Bea l l  Schoo l .  The f i rs t  schoo l  tha t  I  went  to - - i t  was  one te rm-- i t

was  Basset t  Schoo l ,  r igh t  on  the  corner  o f  Basset t  and Wi l low.  They

f in ished Bea l l  Schoo l  jus t  about  tha t  t ime,  so  we were  the  f i rs t  ones

to go there.

What  inc idents  s t i ck  ou t  in  your  mind  o f  your  e lementary  schoo l  years?

Wel l ,  the  one tha t  s tands  uppermost  in  my m' ind  [ i s  when]  I  was  the

" teacher "  there ,  and I  used to  pun ish  the  heck  ou t  o f  the  o lder  ones .

That  was meanness  on  my par t ,  I  guess .  [A lso ] ,  we had an  ou ts tand ing

soccer team. They used to have no Bth grade; high 7th was the [1ast

grade].  When we graduated, they had to run us away from there,  because
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we didn' t  want to go. We had to go to San Jacinto School  for  the 8th

grade. So we went there for  one term (my partner Alexander Bul l  and I) ;

and instead of  going back there we went to summer school  so we wouldn' t

have to go back there to San Jacinto.  We went to summer school  and

made up the  h igh  8 th  f rom there  to  the  o ld  E l  Paso H igh .  L ike  you sa id

a  wh i le  ago,  there  were  jus t  about  tha t  many o f  our  peop le  there .

At  E l  Paso H igh?

The o ld  h igh  schoo l ,  no t  the  present  E l  Paso H igh .  The o ld  h igh  schoo l

used to  be  on  Ar izona St ree t  r igh t  in  back  o f  Hote l  D ieu .  In  fac t ,  i t ' s

a  nurs ing  schoo l  now,  I  th ink ,  fo r  Hote l  D ieu .  That  was where  we went .

What  do  you reca l l  about  your  h igh  schoo l  years?

The pr inc ipa l  th ing  tha t  I  reca l l  i s  tha t  we had a  very  n ice  re la t ion

there  w i th  some o f  our  o ld  schoo lmates  l i ke  Chr is  P .  Fox ,  [ the  present ]

Genera l  Sam Marsha11,  Har ry  Welsh ;  a l l  o f  the  o ld - t imers .  We got  a long

f ine .  In  schoo l ,  I  can ' t  say  tha t  we were  ever  shunted  as ide .  "We"- -

I 'm ta lk ing  about  A lexander  Bu l l  and myse l f .  Bu t  the  res t  o f  our  peop le

were  a f ra id  to  go .  There  were  lo ts  o f  them tha t  d idn ' t  go  to  h igh

schoo l  jus t  on  tha t  account ;  they  went  to  bus iness  co l lege in  o rder  to

get  a  h igher  educat ion .  But  tha t  o1d sp i r i t  p reva i led ,  tha t  the  gr ingos

d idn ' t  want  them around.  I t  was  t rue .  I  don ' t  know whether  we were

jus t  fo rce fu l ,  bu t  we go t  by  f ine .  L ike  I  say ,  Chr is  Fox  and I  a re  the

best of  f r iends today. General  Marshal l ,  the same way. And al l  of

those old-t imers.  We went to school  wi th al l  of  the Schwartz boys

of the Popular Dry Goods Store;  Bernard Krupp; and al l  of  the best

peop le  in  town.  I  have no th inq  to  say  about  the  h igh  schoo l  k ids .  In

our day they accepted both Alex and mysel f .  One thing I  wi l l  say is

tha t  as  fa r  as  jnv i ta t ions  to  the  soc ia l  l i fe  in  the i r  homes,  there  were
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very few of  them. I  don' t  th ink that  we were ever invi ted to any

soc ia l  a f fa i rs  by  more  than a  coup le  o f  fami l ies .

So there  was exc lus ion  on  the  bas is  tha t  you  were  a  Mex ican?

Yes,  s i r .  That ' s  i t !  Jus t  because we were  Mex ican.  But  there  were  a

coup le  o f  fami f ies  fwho ' inv i ted  us ] .  One o f  them was Jewish  and the

other  one was the  fami ly  o f  a  very  p rominent  min ing  man,  Mr .  A .J .

McQuar te rs .  H is  ch i ld ren  were  a l l  in  schoo l .  Bu t  ou ts ide  o f  tha t  we

d idn ' t  ge t  any  inv i tes .

How d' id you feel  about that?

To tel l  you the truth about i t ,

consc iousness  o f  exc lus ion  came

and jo ined the Navy and traveled

th ings .  When I  came back ,  they

weren ' t  go ing  to  te l l  me,  "LJe l l ,

I  thought nothing of  i t  then. My

after World War I - -af ter  I  went away

around the wor ld and saw di f ferent

weren ' t  go ing  to  push me around.  They

you  can ' t  s i t  he re ;  you  can ' t  come

But  p r io r  to  tha t  I  d idn ' t  have thehere."  Then is when I  woke up.

t ime to  th ink  about  i t .

How do you exp la in  the  change in  a t t i tude  or  in  awareness?

I  became aware  o f  th is  exc lus iveness  because ou t  o f  here ,  wherever  we

went away from Texas, away from the South,  we not iced that there was no

di f ference. l , ' lhen I  f i rst  went to Cal  i fornia--Los Angel  es,  San Diego--

we used to go everywhere and nobody said a th" ing.  Down South,  in the

southern states,  that  was di f ferent.  They beat up a Negro messcook that

we used to  have on  sh ip  bad ly  in  Key  West ,  F lo r ida .  I  to ld  h im,  "Any-

time that you get ready to go down there and you want to punch some of

those  guys ,  I ' i l  go  w i th  you . "  0 f  coursen  we d idn ' t  go ,  bu t  I  wou ld

have.  The way they  t rea ted  h im. . .and he  was a  f ine  fe l low,  f ine  fe l low,

L ike  I  say ,  the  South- -dynami te .
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P: Did you travel  through the South dur ing the Service?

P:  Yes .

M: What are your exper iences from that t ime?

P:  l . Je l l ,  the  one tha t  s tands  ou t  most ly  i s  r igh t  a f te r  Wor ld  War  I .

re-enl  is ted so that I  could go to the United States Naval  Aviat ion School

in  Pensaco la ,  F lo r ida .  The c lasses  were  n ine  months  1ong.  So by  the  t ime

tha t  I  go t  to  Gu l f  Por t ,  M iss iss ipp i - - tha t  was  the  t ra in ing  camp-- I  had

to  wa i t  s ix  months .  The c lass  had jus t  s ta r ted ,  so  I  had to  wa i t  s ix

months .  I  was  ass igned to  tha t  camp a t  Gu l f  Por t .  Because I  had done

recrui t ing duty here in El  Paso pr ior  to go' ing there,  they put me r 'n

there on recrui t ' ing duty.  Our team worked al l  of  that  backwoods country

f rom Gul f  Por t  a l l  the  way up  the  r i ver  and th rough Lou is iana,  and a l l

through there.  There's where you see the di f ference. I f  your skin was

jus t  a  l i t t l e  dark ,  b ro ther ,  tha t ' s  i t .  I  d idn ' t  a t tempt  to  go  to  any

picture shows there because I  knew that I  would have trouble.  In restaurants

the  man in  charge- -usua l ly  a  L ieu tenant  o r  a  L ieu tenant  Commander  a t  the

most--had to step down on a meal to keep them from putt ing me out.  But

when we got ready to go up north to Chicago to take our mechanical  t ra in-

ing on the Great Lakes, there were " |500 seamen that were going for t ra in ing

at  the  Lakes  s ta t ion  a lso .  So they  pu t  us  in  charge.  When I  say  "us"  i

mean the rated men. I  had a Lieutenant Commander in charge of  the group,

and there were two chiefs,  and there were about ten of  us f i rst-c lass

petty of f icers.  We were in charge. Actual ly,  in the Navy, Vou know,

you travel  f i rst-c lass.  We had dining room service and everything r ight

on  the  L&M ra i l road.  So the  f i rs t  n igh t  ou t  o f  New 0r leans ,  we went  in to

the  d in ing  car  and we sa t  down.  There  were  a  coup le  o f  vacanc ies  there .

One of  the c iv i l ians came and sat down and he turned around and looked

at  me.  I  no t iced  he  go t  up ' in  a  hur ry .  He wa lks  up  to  the  s teward  and

t0
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he came back ,  and  he  sa id ,  "You  th ink  I 'm  go ing  to  s i t  a long  s ide  o f

tha t  B lack  so -and-so?"  jus t  l i ke  tha t .  When I  heard  tha t ,  tha t rs  a l l

I  wanted. I  got  up and I  swung at  h im. By that t ime the Commander in

charge of  our group came over and he wanted to know what was wrong. So

the steward told him, "This man refuses to s i t  here."  The Commander

sa id ,  "Why are  you t ry ing  to  fo rce  h im to  s i t  here?  Get  the  he l l  ou t

o f  here , "  and he  gave h im a  push.  And he  sa id ,  "He 's  no t  good enough

to  s i t  a long w i th  my men here .  Don ' t  you  s i t  anybody e lse  here .  I  don ' t

care  whether  there 's  f i ve  vacant  seats .  Th is  i s  our  g roup here ,  and tha t ' s

the  way i t ' s  go ing  to  be . "  But ,  oh  boy- - tha t  le f t  an  ever las t ing  memory

in  my mind tha t  i s  b i t te r ,  very  b i t te r .  To  th ink  tha t  I  was  in  un i fo rm

and I  was  very  we l l  p resented ;  I  was  a  f i rs t -c lass  pe t ty  o f f i cer ;  c lean.

And th is  yoke l  here- - the  way he  ca l led  me " tha t  B lack  son-o f -a -b i tch" - -

I  i  ke  tha t .

M:  D id  you ac tua l ' l y  punch h im?

P:  Yes .  I  had a  chance to  punch h im once,  anyway.

M:  D id  he  f igh t  back?

P:  0h  nor  no .  He knew bet te r ,  because I  was  jus t  young enough to  no t  have

any be t te r  sense.  I  d idn ' t  have any  compunct ion  about  beat ing  the  he l l

ou t  o f  h ' im!  So tha : t  s tands  ou t ;  oh  yeah,  tha t  s tands  ou t .  L ike  I  sa id ,

I ' ve  had to  f igh t  my way,  l i te ra l l y .  In  the  t ra in ing  camp I  was  in

charge o f  the  recru i ts  wh i le  we were  wa i t ing  fo r  our  schoo l .  Most  o f

the  recru i ts  were  f rom East  Texas .  In  the  morn ing ,  a t  reve i l le ,  i ' d

have the  recru i ts  fa l l  in  and ou t ,  repor t ,  and a l l  o f  tha t .  And the

Master  a t  Arms,  wh ich  was mer .goes  th rough the  bar racks .  l l l e  had

hammocks there for  the recrui ts.  The hammocks were high. I  had a

b i l l y  c lub .  And you 'd  jus t  go  down the  l ine  and fee l  f the  hammocks ] .

1t
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I f  there was anybody there,  you'd dump them over [and] they'd hi t  the

ground. There was one of  them there.  When he hi t  the ground, he got

up  and  he  was  f igh t ing .  He  go t  i t .  I  fough t  h im;  and  I  to ld  h im,

"R igh t  a f te r  you  ge t  d ressed up  and every th ing ,  I ' l l  be  over  a t  the

parade ground. I 'm going to show you that when I  g ive you an order you

take  i t . "  He  sa id ,  "No  goddamn Mex ican 's  go ing  to  te l l  me what  to  do . "

I  d id,  I  d id;  I  went out and I  showed him. About two days iater I  was

tak ing  a  shower ,  and ac tua l l y  the  on ly  th ing  I  had was a  bar  o f  soap

in  my hands.  Here  comes th is  par t i cu la r  fe l low w i th  four  more  to  the

shower .  He sa jd ,  "Ch ie f ,  I  want  to  ta lk  to  you. "  And I  f igured  they

were  go ing  to  gang up  on  me.  He sa id ,  "Wai t  a  minu ter "  and he  pu ' l led

this arm here.  I  have th ' is  tatoo of  an Indian there and he showed i t  to

the  o ther  fe l lows.  He sa id ,  "See,  I  to ld  you.  I  to ld  you he  was an

Ind ian ;  he 's  no t  a  F lex ican . "  He  d idn ' t  m ind  be ing  punched  by  an  Ind ian ,

but he wasn' t  going to be punched by a Mex' ican. fThere were] many

th ings  I  i ke  tha t .

D id  you know o ther  Mex icans  in  the  Serv ice?

Yes. The f i rst  one that I  ran into was a fe l low by the name of GonzJlez.

He was an older man; he was from San Francisco. Then there was a fe l low

by the name of Mart i 'nez who was a music ian--a wonderful  p iano player.  He

was from San Francisco. Then I  d ' idn' t  meet anybody unt i l  my second en-

l i s tment .  I  met  severa l  up  a t  Great  Lakes ,  I l l i no is .  One o f  them was

a young fel low here f rom El Paso--Tony Vi l legas. He was a very,  very

smar t  s tudent  here  a t  one o f  the  Catho l i c  schoo ls .  H is  b ro ther ,  Benny,

is  a  b ig  op t ic ian  in  Mdx ico  today .  Whatever  became o f  Tony ,  I  don ' t

know; I  lost  t rack of  h im. But there were not many.

What  k inds  o f  pos ' i t ions  d id  they  have in  the  Serv ice?
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D . The highest rank that I  can remember was that of  Chief  Petty Off icer.

I  met one of f icer,  but  he was a doctor and he was a Commander.  He was

jus t  a  reserve  o f f j cer  on  ac t ive  du ty .  But  I  never  knew a  s ' ing1e one

that was a regu' lar  Navy man above the rank of  Chief .  Never met a one.

They d idn ' t  have them in  those days .

What years were you in the Service?

l9 l7  to  1921 .

What did you do af ter  you came out?

When I  came out,  I  came back here to El  Paso. I  had, l ike everybody

says ,  the  fu l l  and  beaut i fu l  in ten t ion  o f  f in ish ' ing  schoo l .  I  was

supposed to  s tudy  1aw,  accord ing  to  my fa ther ,  And I  l i ked  i t ;  I  d id .

I  ac tua l l y  l i ked  the  s tudy  o f  law.  But  the  g lamour  o f  the  un i fo rm

(because there weren' t  very many that wore a Navy uni form here in those

days) - -be tween the  par t ies  and th is  and tha t  and the  o ther - - I  k ind  o f

los t  my in ten t ions  o f  go ing  back  to  schoo l .  And the  loca l  po l i t i c ians

grabbed aho ld  o f  me,  and I  went  in to  po l i t i cs .

M:

P :

M:

M: R igh t  a f te r  the  Serv ice?

P:  R igh t  a f te r  the  Serv ice .

M:  What  k inds  o f  po l i t i cs  d id  you  go  in to?

P:  The f i rs t  job  tha t  I  had was wa lk ing  up  and down the  s t ree ts  as  an  Inspec tor .

That  was my t i t le - - I  was  the  San i ta ry  Inspec tor .  But  what  I  was  ac tua ' l1y

do ing  was co l lec t ing  vo tes .  In  o ther  words ,  I  was  shak ing  hands;  a  "g lad-

hander . "  That  was  my job- -a  handshaker .  I I ' d ]  g ree t  everybody- -espec ia l l y

' i f  the  guy 's  go t  f i ve  vo tes ,  Vou shook  hands w i th  h im tw ice !  I f  he  was

opposed to  your  cand ida teo  you k ind  o f  tu rned around and d idn ' t  shake

hands w i th  h im.  That  was the  f i rs t  job  tha t  I  had.

M: Did you get that  job through he' lp ing somebody get elected into of f ice?



PORRAS 14

D . No,  no t  tha t  job .  I  go t  tha t  th rough the  ins t iga t ion  o f  some o f  the  o ld

pol i t ' ic ians who were already in there.  They knew that there was an

elect ion coming and they wanted me to go around and f ix up for future

vo t ing  s t rength .  That  was the  f i rs t  job  tha t  I  had in  po f i t i cs .  And

then when the  e lec t ion  came by ,  I  was  a  speaker  a t  a l l  the  ra l l ies .  I

organized the di f ferent precincts;  and we had meet ings and I  was the

speaker.  The f i rst  one was for R. M. Dudley.  He was running for Mayor.

We won mighty  hand i ]y .  A f te r  tha t ,  na tura l l yo  I  go t  d i f fe ren t  jobs .

Bu t  tha t  was  my o r ig ina l  j ob  in  po l i t i cs .

When you spoke a t  these ra l l ies ,  were  you ta lk ing  to  Mex ican peop le?

Yes.  The South  and East  s ide .  0 f  course ,  I  g raduated  up  to  C leve land

Square and some of the large places where the audience was pret ty wel l

m ixed.  But  we d idn ' t  have any  fo lks  f rom nor th  o f  the  t racks .  We d idn ' t

have any votes in those days. Everything vvas south of  the t racksn and

the  Va l ley ,  o f  course .

What are some of the other posi t ions that you eventual ly got into?

M:

P :

t^ lhen Dudley got into of f ice,  the f i rst  job that he gave me was that

Timekeeper for  the c i ty.  Af ter  that  administrat ion,  the next Mayor

I  worked fo r  was  Marv in  A .  Har lan .  I  was  h is  ha tchet  man,  VoU might

say .  They  don ' t  ca l l  them F ie ld  Deput ies  here .  In  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  you

member ,  they  had F ie ld  Deput ies .  But  in  those days  they  d idn ' t  have

them f ihere] .  They had to st ' ick you' in some part icular department in

o f

tha t

order to get you on the payrol 1 . So that was my job. I went around and

I  o rgan ized fo r  h im.  A t  tha t  t ime I  o rgan ized the  Young Menrs  Demo-

cra t ic  C lub  and the  Marcos  B.  Armi jo  Pos t ,  and the  Span ish  Amer ican

Veterans of  the World War;  a l l  of  those. Armi jo Park that  you see today,

that was mine. I t  was given to me by Mayor R. 14. Dudley.  I t  used
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M:

P:

to be Hidalgo Park;  and I  went to him and he changed the name over to

Marcos B. Arm' i jo Park.  That was way back in 1922.

Why did you request a name change?

Because that was the only paisano that was outstanding in World hjar I .

He go t  k i l led  in  about  the  f i rs t  a t tack  tha t  the  36 th  D iv is ion  launched.

He got wounded and he was very heroic about t ry ing to get the men to

go ahead and lead them on, for  which he got decorated. So, I  f igured

tha t  he  shou ld  have tha t  p lace  named a f te r  h im.  I t  was  no th ing  in  those

days .  I t  was  no th ing  bu t  a  dus t  heap,  and i t  s tayed l i ke  tha t  un t i l

Marv in  Har lan  came in to  o f f i ce .  Then I  go t  h im to  g ive  us ,  w i th  federa l

money, a wal l  around there,  put a rock fence around i t ,  and f ix i t  up.

When you were  invo lved w i th  these loca l  po l i t i c ians ,  how was the  Mex ican

communi ty  o rgan ized po l i t i ca l l y?  Was there  very  
' l i t t le  

ac t i v ism here?

I t  was  prac t ica l l y  the  same way i t  i s  today- -30  ch ie fs  and 3  Ind ians .

That 's the way i t  was. Everybody was out on his own. So in order to

wie ld  a  work ing  mass ,  we used to  have a  heck  o f  a  t ime,  one heck  o f  a

t ime.  So we organ ized the  Young Men 's  Democra t ic  C lub  ou t  here  in  Eas t

E l  Paso.  And we had the  La t in  Amer ican C iv ic  League.  I t  sounded a

l i t t le  be t te r ,  you  know.  We had tha t  downtown.  And,  o f  course ,  we had

the  ve terans .  But  tha t ' s  the  way i t  had to  be  done,  because you cou ldn ' t

appeal to them any other way. The reason why we, the veterans, had the

best success is because we cotr ld command more jobs than the other [organi-

za t ions l .

Were  there  many Mex icans  ho ld ing  the  k ind  o f  pos i t ion  tha t  you  he ld?

No,  s i r .  Dur ing  the  Dud ley  admin is t ra t ion  [ there  was]  myse l f  and the

Clerk  o f  the  Corpora t ion  Cour t ,  Ben Esca jeda.  That ' s  jus t  about  a l l

in  the  c i ty ;  tha t rs  jus t  about  i t .  We d idn ' t  have anybody e lse .  We

M:

p .

M:

p .
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M:

P:

M:

P :

M:

P :

had,  o f  course ,  t ruck  dr ivers  and we had laborers  and a l l  tha t .  Bu t

I  mean the  wh i te  co l la r  jobs ,  ro .

l ' lhat was the reason for that?

They  jus t  d idn ' t  make  them ava i lab le  to  us .  [ I t  was ]  no t  tha t  we  d idn ' t

have the mater ia l .  Pol icemen were few and far between, too.  And they

were  a l l  jus t  buck  pr iva tes- -pa t ro lmen.

Would  you say  there  was d isc r im ina t ion  aga ins t  the  Mex ican in  employment?

Def in i te ly .  That  was  the  th ing  tha t  was  g la r ing .  I  used to  ge t  ou t

there and lead a f ight  for  that ,  and our own people were the worst  enemies

tha t  we had.  I  donr t  know how fami l ia r  you  are  w i th  LULAC,  and I  don ' t

ask you whether you are favor ing LULAC or not;  but  some of the very men

in LULAC used to oppose every move that we made. J.  C. Machuca had a heck

of a t ime. He is the organizer of  LULAC here in th is town; and there,

mis te r ,  I  can  g ive  you the  low-down on a l l  o f  tha t .  J .  C .  Machuca is

the man who is responsible for  LULAC here.  But LULAC did not enjoy the

reputa t ion  tha t  i t  has  today .  I ' l l  no t  ta lk  about  reputa t ion .  Le t  us

say the extent of  i ts  membersh' ip--we were just  a I j t t le handful  because

we were stepp' ing on the toes of  the Anglo group, And the ones who were

responsible for  a l l  of  that  animosi ty were some of our own people.

How was that?

Because the  Ang lo  was the  employer .  I 'm no t  go ing  to  name names,  bu t  I 'm

go ing  to  name ' inc idents .  Bu i ld ing  and loan ou t f i t s - - they  go t  a  mor tgage

on your  house;  you ' re  pay ing  fo r  i t .  And somet imes i t ' s  a  l i t t le  b i t

shaky  and you don ' t  make a  payment  on  t ime.  We11,  tha t  guy 's  go t  you

by  the  co l la r .  So ,  what 's  happen ing? "0h ,  tha t  bunch o f  Mex icans  over

there,  Char l ie Porras,  and so forth and so on. Let 's see, who have we

got  tha t  be ' longs  to  th i s  th ing?"  "0h ,  so  and  so . "  "0K.  We ' l I  ca l I

so  and so . "  "Now look ,  you ' re  a  member  o f  LULAC.  What 's  the  idea o f
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M:

P :

you fe l lows ra is ing  a l l  tha t  he l l  about  th is  and tha t  and the  o ther?

And besides that,"  he says, "why should that  guy Porras come in here

and run this show when you ought to be doing i t?" So the poor guy is

between the devi l  and the deep blue sea. He has no fear f rom me,

but  he  has  go t  fear  o f  the  guy  tha t ' s  go t  the  no tes  on  h is  house.  So,

what  have you go t?  Th is  man is  do ing  the  b idd ing .  Th is  i s  ac tua l  fac t ;

not  one case, but several  cases. There was one bank here that was out-

s tand ing ,  and there  was on ly  one fMex ican]  employee;  and na tura l l y  he

was a f ra id  fo r  h is  job ,  too .  So they  sent  h im in  to  jo in  to  see i f

he  cou ld  d iv ide  and conquer .  That  was  used qu i te  a  
' lo t .

What were some of the act iv i t ies that  LULAC was involved in that  they

objected to?

l , r le11 ,  you 've  go t  someth ing  tha t ' s  p rac t ica l l y  the  same,  on ' l y  on  a  la rger

sca le  today- - the  in f lux  o f  a l iens  f rom Meix ico  coming in  to  work  here .

We were against  them taking away the jobs f rom the local  people.  And

I rm s t l ' l l  aga ins t  i t .  So  I  f inag led  th rough some o f  my f r iends ,  who

happened to be in the Congress of  the Uni ted States,  and a few others.

We had tha t  b r idge c losed up  t i11  9 :00  in  the  morn ing .

When was th is?

I t  was  the  ear l y '30s .  I  wou ld  say r31  o r '32 .  Th ings  were  tough .  Tha t ' s

when your rel ' ief  out f i ts started here.  We needed the work hereo and here

were al l  these people coming from the other s ide.  So, I  got  the smart

idea and I  o rgan ized the  Domest ic  Workers '  Assoc ia t ion- -a l l  women,  loca l ,

f rom here .  M ' ind  you,  $3  a  week!  I  wou ldn ' t  le t  them take  a  n ick le  less ;

and they had to get car fare and this and that and the other.  You'd be

surpr ised to see the number of  women, I  mean the upper c lass women here,

that went to the Imm'igrat ion outf i t  and tr ied to get me deported and
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tried to get me arrested because I was getting these women to stay

away from them.

These were maids that you organized?

Maids;  and then I  organized a separate outf i t  for  laundry work.  The

laundr ies here were the worst  of fenders of  any of  them when i t  came to

cheap wages. The greatest  of fender of  them al l  was the Internat ional

Br icklayers '  Union. They owned the Internat ional  Br ick Plant,  and they

owned a laundry at  that  t ime that was headed by a very big pol i t ic ian

1oca1 ly .  I  c l i pped  h is  w ings .  In  fac t ,  I  m igh t  sound  ego t i s t i c  when  I

say  tha t  I 'm respons ib le  fo r  k ick ing  h im out  o f  h is  Commiss ioner 's  job

in  the  county" "  And i t  came about  th rough th is  laundry  tha t  he  ran .

But ,  b ro ther ,  the  women used to  go  there  and k ick  l i ke  the  dev i l  because

the i r  ma ' ids  cou ldn ' t  come over  be fore  9 :00 .  We s topped a  lo t  o f  them

f rom coming  a t  a l l .

How long were  you ab le  to  ma in ta in  tha t?

Not  very  long,  because in  those days  my boy  was l i t t le ,  I  was  bu i ld ing

a house,  and th ings  were  tough.  So I  cou ldn ' t  weather  the  s to rm f inan-

c ia ' | l y .  So  ins tead o f  knuck l ing  undero  I  p icked up  and went  to  Ca l i fo rn ia .

Dur ing  the  Depress ion?

Right af ter  the Depression. I  went to work here for  the Federal  Emergency

Rel ief  Administrat ion.  I  was the f i rst  Invest igator that  they had.

The ro l l s  were  fu l l  o f  a l iens .  L .  J .  T ro t ty  was the  head o f  the  ou t f i t

here ,  and he  knew tha t  I  cou ld  weed the  a l iens  ou t ;  and I  d id .

How many a l ' iens  were  on  those ro l l s?

Mis te r ,  i t ' s  been  so  long  tha t  I  don ' t  have  a  c lea r  idea  o f  i t . .  Bu t

the  f i rs t  t r ip  tha t  I  made,  they  were  bu i ld ing  a  rock  wa l l  on  R im Road,

the Scenic Dr ive.  There were 750 men on that project .  I  made my f i rst

t r ip there,  bumping them out.  We started at  Cincinnat i  Street down

M:
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i picked out 25. From

2 ass is tan ts  and I

below, and before we got to Scenic Point  there,

there  on  I  don ' t  reca l l  o f f -hand,  because I  had

turned over the th ing to them.

These were people who had federal  jobs?M:

P : Wel l ,  Federa l  Emergency  Re l ie f  Admin is t ra t ion  was supposed to  be  on ly  fo r

Amer ican  c i t i zens ;  and  i t  wasn ' t  so .  So  I  d idn ' t  es tab l i sh  a  g rea t

reputa t ion  o f  f r iendsh ip  over  there  across  the  l ine .  In  fac t ,  I  cou ldn ' t

go  across  there  fo r  a  long t ime,  I  mean o f f i c ia l l y ,  on  account  o f  those

ac t i  v i  t i es  .

What k inds of  cr i t ic isms did you receive f rom Ju{rez?M:

P : I  no t  on ly  go t  c r i t i c i sms,  I  go t  th rea ts .  The head o f  the  tax i

over  there  ca l led  me up persona l ly  and to ld  me tha t  he 'd  be  very

to see me on the other s ide.  They threatened the Night Chief  of

and myse l f .  He wasn ' t  go ing  to  p ' lay  r ing-around- the- rosey  w i th

anything l ike that .  And I  come back here today af ter  30 years,

dr i  vers

happy

Po l  i ce

us  o r

and I

f  ind  the  s i tua t ' ion  is  worse  toda.y  than i t  was  then.

M:  Jus t  a  repet i t ion  o f  h is to ry .

P :  On ly  in  g rea te r  s i ze .

M:  How long were  you ab le  to  keep tha t  b r idge c losed un t i l  9 :00?

P:  Not  very  1ong.  Maybe two months .  The i rony  o f  i t  i s ,  one o f  our  b ' ig

c i ty  o f f i c ia ls  today ,  h is  fa ther  had the  to -do  w i th  coming across  the

br idge there .  I t  wasn ' t  the  Immigra t ion  Serv ice  in  M6x ico .  He cou ld

c lose  tha t  b r idge a t  l l :00  or  he  cou ld  c lose  i t  [whenever  he  wanted ] .

I  mean,  he  had the  power  to  do  so  unquest ionab ly .  The inc ident  tha t

led  to  th is  th rea t  by  the  head o f  the  Tax i  Dr ivers '  Un ion  was tha t

a t  tha t  t ime I  had the  t i t le  o f  Ch ie f  Deputy  L icense Inspec tor  fo r  the

c i ty  here ,  and my buddy was N ' igh t  Ch ie f  o f  Po l i ce ,  Leonard  Buchofsky .
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[ , ' Je l l ,  I  caugh t  th i s  fe l l ow on  th is  s ide ,  a  tax i ,  w i thou t  a  loca l  l i cense .

In other words,  he just  had the Jua/rez permit .  I  caught him, and fhe gave

me]  the  o1d gu f f  about  "G ive  me the  t i cke t  and I ' l l  come back  and pay . "

I  sa id ,  "Look  chum,  I  know what  you ' l1  do . "  I  d idn ' t  know who he  was .

So I  took  h im down to  the  s ta t ion  and I  even go t  the  Ch ie f  h imse l f .  I

sa id ,  "You ho ld  th is  guy  and th ' i s  car .  I f  he 's  go ing  to  go  over  and

get  money to  pay  fo r  the  t i cke t ,  Vou ho ld  h is  car ;  don ' t  tu rn  th is  car

loose . "  So  he  d id  jus t  tha t .  He  le t  the  fe l low go ,  supposed ly  to  ge t

money.  But  in  the  meant ime,  we ' re  check ing  up  on  th is  car ,  and we f ind

tha t  i t ' s  s to len  in  Jua ' rez .  They  had a  make on  i t ;  i t  was  s to len .  So

th is  fe l low ca l led  my f r iend  Buchofsky  on  the  phone,  and he  made the

threa t  to  h im.  And he  sa id , "You te l1  your  l i t t le  so-and-so  f r iend  tha t

I '11  be  wa i t ing  to  see h im,  too . "  So Buchofsky  ca l led  me a t  my o f f i ce ,

and I  went  down there  and I  ca l led  h im.  And I  f ind  ou t  tha t  he  is  the

Jefe del  Sindicato de Choferes over there.  So, when he said that ,  I

sa id ,  "Tu t ,  tu t ,  buddy .  You ' re  no t  go ing  to  see me over  there ;  bu t  i f

you  want  to  come over  here ,  then  I ' l l  see  you . "  Inc iden ta l l y ,  I  d idn ' t

go  fo r  a  long t ime because he  wasn ' t  the  on ly  one tha t  was  gunn ing  fo r

me. We put a stop to the taxis coming over.  I  used to stand at  that

br idge and,  b ro ther ,  the  f i rs t  one tha t 'd  come over ,  WHAM,  I 'd  take  them

r igh t  over  to  [ the  po l i ce  s ta t ion ] .  Bu t  we  cou ldn ' t  s top  the  ma ids .

The Chamber of  Commerce here,  they were bi t ter  aga' inst  me. They were

f igh t ing  l i ke  he l l ,  by  go11y ,  to  bounce  me.  Mr .  So-and-so 's  w i fe  i s

k ick ing  about  her  ma id  no t  ge t t ing  over  here ,  and the  o ld  man be longs

to the Chamber of  Commerce, big people.  So, we lost  out  on that.

Were  they  a ' l so  compla in ' ing  about  los ing  bus iness?

No.  They  d idn ' t  care  so  much about  the  bus iness  as  the  he l l  tha t  they

were  ca tch ing  a t  home because the  w i fe  d idn ' t  have her  ma id  over  there .

Tha t ' s  the  p r inc ipa l  th ing .  I t  wasn ' t  so  much  the  bus iness ,  no .  They
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M:

D .

weren ' t  los ing  any  bus iness  because they  were  fo rqed to  come over  here .

Dur ing that t ime, many Mexican people went back to Mdxico.  Do you re-

ca l l  peop le  leav ing  vo lun tar i l y  o r  fo rceab ly?

I  can  remember  a  lo t  o f  them leav ing  fo rceab ly ,  espec ia l l y ' in  Los  Ange les .

I  happened to be there at  the t ime when that big dr ive for  repatr iat ion

fwas go ing  on ] .  I  was  in  the  da i ry  bus iness  then in  Los  Ange les .  And

i t  seems that about hal f  of  my route was made up of  those people,  and

about hal f  of  those peop' le owed me plenty of  money; so I  can remember

tha t  very  v iv id ly .  They  were  sent  back .  And,  inc identa l l y ,  I  can  reca l l

one fami ly  espec ia l l y .  They  d idn ' t  go  back  vo lun tar j l y ;  they  pu t  them

across .  You won ' t  be l ieve  i t ,  bu t  they  took  them down there  e i ther
/

to  Manzan i  o r  Mazat ldn ,  one o f  the  two.  Wel l ,  do  you know tha t  tha t

fami ly  o f  fa ther  and mother  and about  4  k ids  wa lked across  the  mounta jns

and landed over here in Jua/rez? You can iust  imagine what hardships

they went through. They came over here to;uJrez in order to walk across

th is  r i ver .  I  know tha t ,  because I  met  them la te r  here .  You can ' imag ine

how desperate they were to get away. But they wall le-d all the way from the

coast down to heren across the mountains;  they came to JuJrez.  Then the

f i rs t  chance they  h i t ,  they  were  here .

How much money d id  you lose  in  the  da i ry  bus iness? Any idea?

That  he lped me go broke.  I  had worked fo r  a  coup le  o f  years  bu i ld ing

tha t  bus iness  up ,  so  I  l os t  every th ing  tha t  I  had .  I  had  a  coup le  o f

t rucks ,  my persona l  fu rn i tu re ,  my au tomobi le  and a l l  tha t .  In  o ther

words, they broke me. That 's when I  came back here;  I  got  that  job on

the  Federa l  Emergency  Re l ie f  Admin is t ra t ion .

M:  When d id  you ge t  to  LA and when d id  you leave?

P:  I  le f t  here  in  1928.

M: Then when did you come back?

P: About I  93. |  .
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M: And that 's when you got involved with the federal  program here?

P:  Yes .  Rooseve l t  had jus t  taken o f f i ce .  He is  the  one tha t  se t  up  th is

program. Everybody in El  Paso here that was in the automobi le business

went broke. lv ly old f r iend L.  J.  Trot ty lvas a bjg man for Dodge Motor

Company; he had the distr ibutorship here.  He went broke, and they gave

h im th is  job  o f  head ing  the  Federa l  Emergency  Re l ie f  Admin is t ra t ion .  Andn

inc identa l l y ,  he  gave me a  job .  But  tha t ' s  the  way tha t  I  go t  tha t  job .

14: Did you get back on your feet  once you got back here?

P:  Yes .

M: How was l i fe for  the Mexican community here duning the Depression?

P:  Wel l ,  we can ' t  say  tha t  i t  was  any  tougher ,  because a t  leas t  they  had

a part ia l  work program, they had lots of  food. Maybe i t  wasn' t  the food

that they were used to,  but  they had food of  some sort .  And they had

medica l  a t ten t ion .  So i t  wasn ' t  too  bad fo r  cer ta in  peop le .  0 f  course ,

the  ones  tha t  were  used to  work ' ing  and a l l  o f  tha t ,  they  d idn ' t  fa re

so wel l ;  i t  was tough. But they had canned food that they used to

pack  and send over  here ,  and they  had lo ts  o f  surp lus  meat .  I t  wasn ' t

too  bad,  f i ke  I  say ,  fo r  the  peop le  who were  no t  used to  ge t t ing  ou t  and

work ing  fo r  themse lves .

What di f ferences were there between the Mexican community here in El  Paso

and the Mexican community in Los Angeles when you were there?

None,  except  tha t  they  had fa r  more  we l fa re  re l ie f  in  Ca l i fo rn ia  than here .

Here, the federal  government didn' t  put  out as much as they did over

t he re .  They  s t i l l  do .  0ne ,  t h i ng  t ha t  I  ho ld  aga ins t  Ca l i f o rn i a  i s  t ha t

the al ien has taken too many jobs away from our people over there.  I

say  "our  peop1e, "  because our  peop le  a re  the  ones  tha t  a re  su f fe r ing  more .

D id  you know tha t  the  c i ty  o f  Los  Ange les ,  the  s ta te  o f  Ca l  i fo rn ia ,  and

22
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the county of  Los Angeles have got a great,  great number of  a l  iens

employed on  the i r  C iv i l  Serv ice  jobs? That  I  know;  i t ' s  no t  hearsay .

Before,  i t  used to be you were an American ci t izen before you could

even take the examinat ion for  those jobs.  You see, I  was connected with

the ci ty over there,  too.

M:  Are  you  ta lk ing  abou t  res iden t  a l iens  o r  i l l ega l  a l i ens?

P:  I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t  an l  k ind  o f  a l i en - - lega1  a l iens  o r  i l 1ega1 .  The

Civ i l  Serv ice  ru l ings  were  tha t  you  had to  be  a  c i t i zen  in  o rder  to  ge t

those jobs.  The reason I  know is that  I  owned some apartment houses in

Los  Ange les .  I  had wonder fu l  peop le  there ,  mind  you;  I  had no th ing  to

say about them. But they came in here f rom Guatemala,  and those people

there  are  no t  c i t i zens  ye t ;  th is  i s  years  back .  Very  wonder fu l  peop le ,

wel l  educated; they went to work for  the County of  Los Angeles.  They're

s t i l l  work ing  and  they ' re  s t i l l  no t  c i t i zens .

When d jd  you f i rs t  become invo lved in  LULAC?

In 
. |932, 

when I  came back from Los Angeies.

What were some of the issues that LULAC was involved in in those years?

Job pro tec t ion .

Hav ing  to  do  w i th  the  peop le  f rom the  o ther  s ide  coming over?

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

What  about  cases  o f  d isc r im ina t ion?

There were a few; but those cases there were very hard,  because you didn' t

have enough backing from our own people to make a showing. The case that

I  ment ioned to  you about  th is  Bu i ld ing  and Loan ou t f j t  g rew out  o f  tha t - -

f rom LULAC-- the  or ig ina l  Counc ' i l  #8 ,  the  o ld  To l tec  C lub .  That ' s  where

23

i t  s ta r ted .

M:  I ' d  l i ke  to  back t rack  a  l i t t l e  b i t

Proh'ibit ion. l,r lhat do you remember

in Ciudad Juirez?

to the 
. l920s 

dur ing the years of

abou t  Proh ib i t i on  and  the  ac t i v i t i es
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p - Well ,  there was a blast  in Jua/rez because everybody was in business

over there;  and some of our people here,  too.  Some of our pret ty good

s ized po l i t i c ians  were  in te res ted  in  the  l iquor  bus iness  over  there .

And,  na tura l l y ,  they  so ld  to  the  boot leggers .  The o1d Peyton  Pack ing

Plant--do you remember where that was? What is today your Chamizal .

Boy ,  tha t  was  a  beaut i fu l  spo t  there .  The ac t iv i t y  there  a t  n igh t  was

ius t  l j ke  F i f th  and Main  in  Los  Ange les- - tha t ' s  the  way i t  was  a t  n igh t .

People [were]  coming across the I  ine there wi th sacks of  booze and

cans of  a lcohol  and al l  of  that .  Yeah. I  remember very c lear ly,  be-

cause I  had a lot  of  i t  brought over for  m.y personal  use.

You were a young man then. Did you make frequent t r ips to JuJrez?

Unfor tunate ly ,  yes ;  I  d id .  We used to  have a  group tha t  p layed dominoes

over  there  f rom 6 :00  in  the  even ing  t i l l  c los ing  t ime a t  the  br idge a t

l l : 00 .  We p layed  in  va r ious  bars  over  the re  l i ke  the  o ld  Cen t ra l .  We 'd

start  there and work our way around. ln le 'd park our car on this s ide of

the  r i ver .  But  we used to  be  there  every  n igh t  p lay ing  dominoes .

Do you remember some interest ing incidents dur ing those years?

0h yes ,  y€S.  I  remember  the  inc idents  very ,  very  v iv id ly .  There  was

an old f r iend of  mine that was one of  the outstanding boxers of  the

border.  He was one of  our members.  Every once in a whi le he'd have to

l .ay somebody out because they'd t ry to come over and barge into our

game there;  and he had to use his f is ts on them. That was a very common

inc ident .  But  the  th ing  tha t  s tands  ou t ,  one t ime they  had an  upr is ing

over  there .  They  s ta r ted  shoot ing .  I t  was  about  l l :00  a t  n igh t ,  they

started shoot ing.  We were at  the Annex Bar there in JuJrez.  That 's on

l6 th  o f  September ,  r igh t  c lose  to  V i l la  S t ree t .  They  s ta r ted  shoot ing

and somebody sa ' id ,  "There 's  been a  mut iny  in  the  bar racks . "  I  d idn ' t

M:

P :
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M:

P :

M:

P:

s top  to  hear  any  more .  Th is  f r iend  o f  mine ,  th is  boxer  and I ,  led  the

way down the rai l road track on Pancho Vi l la Street al l  the way to the

border ;  and we c rossed no t  a t  the  br idge [bu t ]  the  t ress le  a t  the  ra i l -

road br idge. The General  in command of  the garr ison of  there was playing

wi th  us  tha t  n igh t .  So  when they  came to  repor t  to  h im about  th is  mut iny ,

he  d idn ' t  t roub le  h imse l f .  "Eh, "  he  says ,  "use  fo rce  i f  you  have to .

Ca lm them down. "  He ob jec ted  to  us  leav ing  because we were  in to  h im fo r

qui te a bi t .  h le used to play for  so much a game. He started bawl ing

the  he l l  ou t  o f  us ,  "Ohr"  he  says ,  "you fe l lows are  supposed to  be

veterans of  the World War."  f laughter]  I t  was qui te a town.

Do you remember  any  o ther  in te res t ing  inc idents  l i ke  tha t?

No. I  can remember when the last  t ime that Vi l la went in.  I  can remem-

ber  tha t .

In  l9 l9?

[Yes . ]  I ' l l  te l l  you  the  reason why I  remember .  I  was  s tand ing  by  to  go

to  Gu l f  Por t ,  M iss iss ipp i  to  wa i t  my t ime to  go  to  the  Av ia t ' ion  Schoo l .

I  remember when r / i l la came as far as the Judrez monument there.  And

h is  a ide-de-camp,  Co lone l  De larco  (who was qu i te  a  mi l i ta ry  man,  he  was

a f ine  fe l low) ,  go t  bad ly  wounded in  the  s tomach.  I t  happened [ tha t ]

ny  b ro ther - in - law and I ,  and another  f r iend  o f  my bro ther 's  were  dr ink ing

at  th is  par t i cu la r  bar  when th is  happened.  So they  sent  De larco  over

here to Hotel  Dieu. The garr ison headquarters for  the Mexican Army is

r ight  in back of  Lerdo and l6th of  September.  Right behind there used

to be Central  Cafe' ,  r ight  on the corner--Gonr{ lez 's p1ace. That was the

outstand' ing n ' ight  c lub-bar in those days. And the Comandancia Jefatura

Mi l i ta r  was  r igh t  in  back .  t ^ le l l ,  th is  [man in  charge] - - th is  "Bozo"

here was smart .  He sent a platoon of  men r ight  straight down the street
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to  the  r i ver ,  on  the  bank  there .  You know where  the  E l  Paso Bu i ld ing

Company,  tha t  lumber  ou t f i t ,  i s  on  th is  s ide  o f  the  r i ver ,  on  Stan ton?

I t ' s  about  2  b locks  long and i t ' s  sheet  meta l ;  t in .  He had h is  men

f i re  d i rec t l y  in to  i t .  There  was no th jng  bu t  lumber  in  there .  They

f i red  about  3  vo l leys  d i rec t l y  in to  i t .  That  was  enough.  The man

from the 7th Calvary was a l4ajor. He was over there and he was qu'ite

guzz led .  f the  Mex ican Commander ]  to ld  h im,  "Bu l le ts  a re  fa l l ing  over

there in the American terr i tory. ' '  F ' i f teen minutes later the 7th Cavalry

was on the way;the B2nd f ie ld art i l lery was on the way. The 7th Cavalry

came r ight  straight down from Fort  Bl iss and crossed over here on Ham-

metto what is now the Cdidova br idge. There was no br idge then. They

crossed over.  The 82nd f ie ld art i l lery came and they parked their  guns

r igh t  a long s ide  Stan ton  St ree t ,  th is  s ' ide  o f  the  r i ver  and they  s ta r ted .

The old racetrack over there had a beaut i fu l  cupola over i t .  They

knocked tha t  o f f  w i th  the  f i rs t  sho t .  So ,  V i l la  had to  go .  He d idn ' t

retreat,  but  they cut down and went;  they didn' t  take the town. They

lef t  the town and got out.

You say that the federal  soldiers,  then, shot over here to get the Americans

to enter?

You be t  your  l i fe .  Yes ,  s ' i r .  That  was  done purpose ly .

Did peop' le over here f ind out about that?

Wel l ,  you  know,  they  don ' t  pub l i sh  these  th ings .  Bu t  peop le  " in  the

know"  on  bo th  s ides  [d id  know] .  Th is  Ma jor  was  f rom 7 th  Cava l ry ;  h is

o f f i c ia l  t i t le  was  Provos t  Marsha l l .  Bu t  he  ac ted  as  l iason be tween the

Mexican Army over there and the American Arny here. He was a very good

fr iend of  the Commander over there.  He couldn' t  af ford to have his social

hour ruined. He told the Commander,  "Just  set  them down there.  There's

noth ing  in  the  warehouse there .  I t ' s  s tacked w i th  lumber  to  the  roo f . "
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So they  d id .  That ' s  what  ac tua l ' l y  happened.  7 th  Cava l ry  and the  82nd

f ie ld  a r t i l l e ry - - I '11  never  fo rge t  those.  We went  over  to  in  f ron t  o f

the church, the l i t t le park there l in Ju#ez].  The American Commander

was Br" igadier General  I rv in.  That was his command post r ight  there.  He

was s i t t ing  in  h is  car .  You ge t  those th ings  very  qu ick ly  done;  tha t

is ,  i f  you  happen to  be  in  the  r igh t  p lace .  But  tha t ' s  someth ing  tha t  was

known by everybody that 's had anything to do with the local  b ig-w' igs.

M:  Mr .  Por ras ,  when ' i s  the  f i rs t  t ime tha t  you  heard  the  word  "Ch icano"?

P:  In  Los  Ange les ,  la te ' l y .  That  was  jus t  about  the  t ime when th is  boy

Sa lazar  was  k i l l ed .

M:  Ruben Sa lazar?

P:  Ruben Sa lazar .  Jus t  about  tha t  t ime.

M:  You hadn ' t  heard  i t  be fore  then?

P:  I  heard  the  name;  tha t  i s ,  "Ch icano"  wasa s lu r r ing  te rm fo r  one o f  our

peop ' le .  But  [ i t  was ]  no t  used the  way i t  i s  now.

How was i t  used when you were a youth?

Wel l ,  I i ke  the  word  "n igger . "  He  was  a  "ch icano" ;  he  was  e i the r  a  ch icano

or a zulomato, one of the two.

What is a zuromato?

Zuromato is one of  the people f rom Zacatecasn the very lowes t  c lass .

We used to get them here.  They were poor t rack workers,  laborers.  "Chicano,

l i ke  I  sa ido  was  a  s lu r r ing  te rm fo r  a  Mex ican .

M: I t  referred mainly to a poor Mexican?

P:  Yes ,  de f in i te l y .

M:  Very  low c lass?

P: Very low class.  But the way they're using i t  today is the way they

s tar ted  there  in  Los  Ange les .  In  fac t ,  I 'm aga ins t  i t .  Nobody ca l l s

?7
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me a  Ch icano.  I  re fused to  be  ca l led  a  Ch icano.  And I  know tha t  Sa lazar

never  ca l led  h imse l f  a  Ch icano,  never ;  no t  h im-  Sa1azar  was a l l  toge ther

a  d i f fe ren t  k ind  o f  a  ca t -

D id  you know h im?

Sl igh t ly .  I  knew h im in  a  coup le  o f  ve terans '  ra l l ies  tha t  we had over

there in the East s ide.  But Roybal  happened to be a very good fr iend of

mine ,  and he  had [sa lazar ]  a t  h is  house a t  a  par ty  o f  some sor t .  I

go t  to  ta lk ing  to  h im because he  was a lso  a  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  man,  here ,

and my son had been there before him; so I introduced mysel f. When he

got  k i l led ,  I  went  down there  immedia te ly  to  see the  p lace ;  in  fac t ,

the  body  was s t i l l  there* -Whi t t ie r  Bou levard ,  jus t  the  o ther  s ide  o f

Indiana. I  ran into an announcer f rom the Mexican stat ion there.  What

was the name?

KMEX?

Someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  Channe l  34 .  He was w i th  Sa lazar  when he  go t  k i l led .

At least  he was when they started shoot ing.  By the t ime Salazar got

k i l led  tha t  boy  was long gone.  He was a  Co lombian  boy ,  bu t  I  can ' t  re -

member  h is  name.

When did you go back to Los Ange' les?

When t lor ld t r lar  I I  started. l4y boy enl ' is ted,  and he was going to take

h is  med ica l  t ra in ing  there  in  San D iego.  My w i fe  ins is ted  tha t  we go

over there and be with him as long as he was here.  We did.  We rented

out our home here and we went out.  I  was working at  Fort  Bl iss then. I

was in charge of  the ordinance warehouses here.  I  t r ied to get back

in to  the  Navy ,  bu t  I  cou ldn ' t  pass  on  account  o f  my eyes .  But  I  d id

make i t  as an Inspector for  Naval  Aviat ion.  They sent me down there

to inspect mater ia l  for  the Navy planes in San Diego and Los Angeles

both.  So we stayed there.  lv ty son didn' t  last  a year.
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You were in San Diego?

Los Ange les .  But ' I  used to  go  to  San D iego qu i te  [o f ten ] .  Conva i r  had

large factor ies over there.

Where  d id  you l i ve  in  Los  Ange les?

It  was the East s ide,  r ight  in f ront  of  the Cont inental  Cam Company,

on  Prado and Un ion  Pac i f i c .  They  were  a  b ig  supp l ie r  o f  w ings  fo r  us ,

the  PBY-2 's - - the  b ig  sea p ' lanes .  They  were  the  ch ie f  supp l ie r  o f  w ings ,

so I  used to have to go over there to inspect pract ical ly every day.

You got a new job when you got there?

Yes.  I  qu i t ,  because I  d idn ' t  l i ke  th is  job  here .  I t  was  too  fa r  away

from where the act ion was. And I 'm not an Army man anyway. But I

was  in  charge o f  the  c iv i l ian  personne l  here  in  the  ord inance ou t f i t .

Were you there when the zoot-sui t  r iots took place?

Yes ,  s i r .

What do you recal  I  about that?

I  say  tha t  i t  was  a  g la r ing  case o f  an t i -Mex ican ism.  That ' s  a l l  tha t  I

can say--ant i -Mexicanism. You used to read in the paper that  these

zoot -su i te rs  used to  go  ou t  and beat  up  the  sa i lo rs  and a l l  o f  tha t .  Phooey.

I t  was  jus t  the  reverse .  0h ,  I ' l l  admi t  tha t  there  were  a  lo t  o f  hood lums

wear ing  zoot -su i ts  and the i r  women- - the  b lack  w idows and a l l  o f  tha t .  Bu t

they  d idn ' t  de l ibera te ly  go  ou t  and make i t  a  po in t  to  a t tack  the  Serv ice-

men. 0h no. My wife and I  used to go to church downtown on Main Street,

the  Cathedra l  there- - i t ' s  on  about  3 rd  and Main .  0 f  course ,  tha t  was

dur ing  the  War .  I  d idn ' t  have an  au tomobi le ;  I  had a  company car  tha t

I  used, but I  couldn' t  take i t  home. Anyway, my wife and I  used to

r ide the bus. So we used to walk f rom the Cathedral  there over to

Broadwayo and stop in some place and have a bi te to eat;  then come

M:

P :

M:

P :
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down and catch our bus on 7th and Los Angeles.  Lots of  t imes I 've

seen those guys come out of  the P E Depot there on 6th and Main and

de l ibera te ly  a t tack  any  ch ican i to  tha t  happened to  be  pass ing  by .

Natural ly they retal iated. I '1. |  say one th ' ing,  they were not tough

enough.  They  shou ld  have done more ,  bu t  they  d idn ' t .

l , , lho wasn' t  tough enough?

The paisanos, the so-cal led zoot-sui ters.  There were not too many of

them--that 's the reason why. They were outnumbered, too,  because we,

you might say the "respectable" peopie,  had no use for them. In the

f i rs t  p lace  i t  was  on  account  o f  the i r  ou t land ish  c lo th ing  and they  were

s t r i c t l y  no t  our  type- - the i r  mode o f  l i v ing  and a l ' l  o f  tha t .  Bu t  they

were just  a handful  compared to al l  of  the Servicemen that were there.

They had no backing from our people,  which they didn' t  deserve anyway.

But when they were ganged up l ike that ,  I  would have jo ined mysel f ,

because I  can' t  stand that.

D id  you ge t  invo lved a t  a l l  in  the  pro tes ts?

No. I  d idn' t  have t ime. I  was so busy with my government work.  My

boy was across  the  l ine  then,  and I  d idn ' t  have t ime fo r  any th ing .  0nce

a week we went to church over there,  and that was i t .  We had to work

day and night.  My wife took a job r ight  across f rom there.  She made

wings for the Navy. We were r ight  across the street f rom the Cont inental

Cam Company.

You ment ioned that you were involved with the Roybal  campaign. Did you

get involved with the CSO over there?

No.  Th is  was s t r i c t l y  on  a  persona l  f r iendsh ip  bas is .  When Edd ie  spoke

about running, there were a couple of  boys that used to work wi th me at

Cont inental  Cam dur ing the War.  They knew Roybal ,  they had gone to
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school  there--Roosevel t  High School .  And t leyrre the ones that f i rst

to ld me that Eddie was going to run. The Jews, the businessmen there

on Brooklyn,  f rom Soto Street down about 3 blocks there,  were al l  very

good fr iends of  h is.  Tlrc Cantor outf i t  had a big restaurant,  and then

the Warsaw Bakery,  and al l  of  those people-- they're the ones that pushed

him ' into running. The Jews are the ones that elected himo out on West

Temp' le Street,  a l l  of  those. I  regret  to say I  was never so disgusted

as [wi th]  some of  our paisanos there;  because I  went campaigning for him

persona' l ly ,  and some of the repl ies that  I  got  were,  "Eh,psss Chicanolonr i i lpgrc Jo."

That ' s  where  tha t  "Ch icano"  came [ f rom] ,  I t  d idn ' t  se t  r igh t  w i th  me.

L ike  I  used to  te l l  them,  "Edd ie  i s  descended f rom Amer icans ,  peop le

that were here before George Washington ever thought of  leading the

Arm' ies  here .  Don ' t  be  saps . "  But  he  go t  e lec ted ;  bu t  nq t  w i th  the

Mexican vote,  [but ]  because the Jews turned to be for him.

The Mex icans  jus t  d idn ' t  vo te  a t  a l l ,  o r  vo ted  aga ins t  h im?

You 'd  be  surpr ised  to  see the  number  tha t  vo ted  aga ins t  h im,  yes ,  s ' i r ;  s imp ly  because

Eddie 's opponent had a hatchet man that wa- very weTT l iked in the East s ide.  He's

the one that walked up-and down-the ataeet agaTnsFEildierTut i- i l lamithe beople foriL

M: When did you come back to El  Paso?

P:  h le l l ,  I  jus t  go t  back  here  17  months  ago.

M:  You l i ved  over  there  a l l  tha t  t ime?

P: Thir ty- two years.

M: Then you were there dur ing the start  of  the Chicano Movement.

P :  That  '  s  r i  gh t .

M: What feel ings do you have about everyth ' ing that happened there in LA?

P:  I  don ' t  l i ke  i t .  I  never  have l i ked  the  a t t i tude .  I  never  have.  To  be

f rank  w i th  you,  I  don ' t  be l ieve  tha t  the  b i l ingua l  p rogram over  there ,

M:

P :
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the way they started it, was ever

i t  ou t  over  there .

In LA, you mean?

intended to be the way that they camy

Yes.  I  don ' t  know enough o f  i t  here  ye t ,  you  unders tand.  But  in  Los

Ange les ,  I  don ' t  th ink  i t  was  ever  in tended to  be  tha t  way .

Do you think that  the Chicano Movement has done more harm than good?

Yes ,  s i r .  I  de f in i te l y  do .

In what ways?

We' l ' l  ,  in th is way; let  me just  ment ion th is example.  Do you remember the

Negro Movement a few years back, how rough and tough i t  was and al l  of

that? And do you remember how they changed from one day to the other, and

how they 've  been advanc ing  ever  s ince? We' I1 ,  the  so-ca l led  Ch icano Move-

ment ,  they  don ' t  know when to  1e t  go  o f  the  o ld  v io lence and a l l  o f  tha t .

They  have s t i l l  con t inued i t ,  so  i t ' s  no t  ga in ing  any  popu lar i t y  fo r  them.

At  leas t  f rom what  I  saw,  i  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  p roper .  I  de f in i te ly  am

not in favor of  the Chicano Movement as they interpret  i t  over there.

I  don ' t  know enough about  i t  to  see how i t ' s  go ing  here .

Le t  me ask  you th is  ques t ion :  Throughout  your  l i fe  you 've  been aggress ive

and a f ighter and so forth,  and you've ment ioned before that  too many of

our  peop le  were  too  submiss ive .

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

But  now comes the  Ch icano Movement  in  the  m' idd le '60s ,  asser t ' ing  them-

selves and being more aggressive,  more the type of  behavior that  you feel .

M,f, pattern , that' s ri ght.

Wherers  the  conf l i c t?

You 've  go t  to  cu t  i f  o f f  somewhere  in  o rder  to  conso l ida te  the  ga ins .

I  th ink  you ' l l  agree  w i th  me tha t  fear  p lays  a  g rea t  par t  in  the  fee l ings

M:

P :

M:

P :
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of  peop le .  Fear  i s  one th ing  tha t  has  ga ined respec t  fo r  the  Negro .

But  he  knew when to  cu t  i t  o f f .  He d idn ' t  con t inue w i th  th is  agress ive-

ness .  I 'm in  favor  o f  [be ing ]  aggress ive ,  yes .  But  you 've  go t  to  cu t  i t

of f  somepJace. In other words,  let  us say you turn on the water in order

to feed the p ' lant ;  but  you've got to turn i t  of f  somewhere or otherwise

you ' re  go ing  to  spo i l  i t .  I t rs  jus t  exac t ly  the  way w i th  th is .  Sure ,

you le t  the  peop ' le  know tha t  you  want  jus t i ce ,  you  want  equa l i t y .  That ' s

good. Why carry i t  fur ther? Why carry i t  beyond that? [ ,et 's  br ing in

the benef i ts now. I  don' t  say i t  for  myse' l f  because I  never have needed

anybody to go out and f ight  my batt les for  me.

Why did you come back to El  Paso?

Wel l ,  le t  us  say  tha t  I  have a  dream o f  bu i ld ing  a  memor ia l  to  my son,

wh ich  i 'm go ing  to  do .  That ' s  the  reason why we so ld  ou t  over  there

and came back  over  here .  [My w i fe ]  doesn ' t  l i ke  i t .  She came back  jus t

so  I  wou ld  come.

Mrs . P:

p .

I t ' s  jus t  tha t  we promised my son

When we went over there, she went

" I  donr t  want  you to  s tay  here .  I

spend ing  a l l  tha t  t ime over  there

as far as the racial  end of  i t  was

that we would come back.

over  there  f i rs t .  He to ld  her  de f in i te ly ,

want you to go back home." So af ter

and see' ing that we were gett ing nowhere

concerned, I  decided we'd come back

and s ta r t  work ing  on  h is  f lmemor ia l ] .

What k ind of  memorial  do you want to bui ld for  h im?

A memor ia l  p layground.  That ' s  what  he 'd  want .  We had a  smal l  p iece  o f

land here on Wenda Way of f  San Jose'Road. When he was going to high

school ,  he wanted to put in a swimming pool  and a smal l  p layground there

for  the  ne ighborhood k ids .  So tha t ' s  what  I  have in  mind .

What  do  you th ink  o f  the  B icentenn ia l  and the  way i t ' s  be ing  run  in  E l  Paso?
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B: l , r le l l ,  f rank ly ,  I  haven ' t  no t iced  too  much ac t ion  fo r  i t  because I ' ve

been so  busy  f i x ing  up  the  p ' lace  here .  Th is  was no th ing  bu t  bare  sand.

In  l7  months  we 've  f i xed  th is  up  the  way we want  i t ,  We, ' re  jus t  about

th rough now.  Rea l ly ,  I  haven ' t  had much o f  a  chance to  no t ice  what 's

go ing  on  regard ing  the  B icentenn ia l  ce lebra t ion .

Thinking back to when you were here before and some of the celebrat ions

that we've had here in El  Paso, when they commemorate histor ical  eventso

they talk about the pioneers of  El  Paso. The emphasis they put is on Ang' lo

Amer icans ,  bu t  very  l i t t le  i s  sa id  about  the  Mex ican.  Do you have any

feel  ings about that?

Yes, s i r .  I  have always taken part  in a1' l  of  the celebrat ions when I

was here ;  in  fac t ,  d ry  k ind  o f  a  ce lebra t ionn inc lud ing  some o f  my own

mak ing  you might  say .  But  the  pa isano was never  asked,  and never  d id

offer,  to take part .  The outstanding celebrat ion in my mind is way back,
*

the  Osap le  Parade.  I t  was  beaut i fu l .  I t  s tands  ou t  in  my mind,  and

my wi fe  and I  o f ten  d iscuss  i t .  Bu t  ou ts ide  o f  tha to  the  4 th  o f  Ju ly  o r

any of  the other feast  days, the paisano was always backward. Like I  say,

aggress ive  yeah;  I  used to  ge t  ou t  and f igh t  l i ke  he l l  in  there .  D id

you know that I  started the Bicycle Derby f rom Ysleta down to El  Paso

on the 4th of  July?

When was this?

About  1934.  Whi le  I  was  here ,  tha t  went  on  under  the  ausp ices  o f

Marcos B. Armi jo Post.  When I  lef t  here we had a bicycle safety c lub.

Do you remember old Liberty Ha' | l  here? We used to have a court  there.

That  p lace  was jammed wj th  k ids  tha t  be longed to  the  b icyc le  c lub .  When

I  le f t  here ,  th ings  were  gone.  And the  ce lebra t ion  in  San E l izar io ,  we

used to go down there and put on some big wing-dings. There are beaut i -

fu l  peop le  down there  ' in  San.  E l i zar io .  I  l i ke  them a l l .  0 f  coursen

most  o f  them are  gone now.  But ,  ou ts ide  o f  the  l i t t le  reg iona l  ce lebra t ions '

M:

p .
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the  pa isano never  par t i c ipa ted .

What  do  you th ink  about  the  ass imi la t ion  o f  the  Mex icans  in to  the  dominant

society?

Let  me say  th is ,  and I  say  i t  very  f rank ly .  Qur  s i tua t ion  here  is  such

that we, the nat ive born,  are carry ing a load on our shoulders due to

the proximity of  the border.  Too many of  our people here have not for-

gotten that they were ei ther born in M6xico or their  fo lks were born in

lvleixico. And when you try to camy water on both shoulciers, you can'i

be a Mex' ican and be an American both.  You canrt  do i t .  That 's the way

I see i t .  You've ei ther got to forego one or the other.  I  respect the

fe l iow tha t  i s  a  Mex ican c i t i zen ;  b ro ther ,  I 'm fo r  h im 100%,  And I  fee l

the same way about the fe l low that is an American. But there's too many

of  the  peop le  here  tha t  ho l le r  jus t  as  1oud1y on  l6 th  o f  September  o r

5th of  May or 4th of  Ju1y. And you can' t ;  you ei ther carry out the dic-

tates of  one or the other.  In other words,  VOu can' t  be f ish and fowl.

That has been the trouble here.  We would go out,  I  say "we"--LULAC was

one of  them. ! ' le 'd go out to the schools and preach Americanism. I

don' t  know whether you know the r i tual  for  LULAC. What does i t  say?

Americanism is--was, anyway, when I  was a member-- the main theme. We'd

go ou t  and preach th is  in  the  schoo ls  and a l l  o f  tha t ;  and the  f i rs t

th ing you knew i t  some big wig f rom across the l ine would come over and

Sdy,  "Regard less  o f  where  you were  born ,  you  are  Mex ican. "  I  d idn ' t  l i ke

that.  Djd you know that I  stopped the paisanos from us' ing Liberty Hal l

to celebrate the Cinco de Mayo, the l6th of  September? I 'm the guy

tha t  was  respons ib le .  Judge McGi l l  go t  so  damn mad;  he  sa id ,  "Look ,

hereaf te r  you ' re  go ing  to  be  respons ib le ;  you  be  in  t roub le .  I f  you

want them to use i t ,  good; and i f  you don' t  want them to use i to no.
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But I 'm not going to get caught in the middle any more.rr  Do you remem-

ber Professor Esquivel ,  the head of  the Palmore col lege? He was the

head of  the organizat ion [ i l rat ]  represented the so-cal led upper-c lass

Mexicans. They used to celebrate l6th of  September and al l  of  that .

0h ,  he  and I  had a  lo t  o f  c lashes .  My good f r iend  Frank  Ga lv#  go t

mixed up there one t ime. He lef t  in a hurry,  too.  I t  was very b ' i t ter .

L ike  I  say ,  I  ob jec t  to  tha t .  You ' re  e i ther  go ing  to  be  one or  the  o ther .

Many Ang' lo Americans seem to feel  that  the lack of  progress among

Mex icans  has  been due to  the  Mex ican cu l tu reo  tha t  there 's  someth ing  in

the Mexican cul ture that  prevents people f rom having the work ethic,

the Pur i tan work ethic.  There's a stereotype that Mexicans are 1azy.

What  do  you th ink  o f  tha t?

No. I  say that there are di f ferent types of  people in every race. That

has  been proven.  I f  g iven  the  oppor tun i ty ,  I  don ' t  g ive  a  hoot  i f  the

guy comes from "Cusibur iachi"  or  he comes from New York Ci ty or f rom

Havana. You give h ' im the opportuni ty to get out into any chosen f ie ld

and he ' l l  make i t .  Bu t ,  le t  me jus t  te l l  you  th is :  Our  own peop le  a re

the ones that have held back their  own. In other words,  unfortunately

our paisanos here see one of  our boys go' ing up; and that damn jealousy,

tha t  sp i r i t  o f  ha t red  [s ta r ts  up ]  jus t  because the  man is  on  h is  way up .

In other wordso the o1d adage " I f  you raise your head above the common

herdo 'you immedia te ly  become the  ta rge t  o f  a l l  abuses  and a l l  o f  the

jea lousy . "  We ' re  loaded  w i th  tha t .  Bu t  I  de f fn i te l y  don ' t  be l ieve  tha t

the  pa isano is  lazy .  No.  We ra ised a  boy ;  he  wasn ' t  our  son.  We

brought  h im here ;  poor  k id  was 1 ' l  years  o ld  and prac t ica l l y  s ta rv ing .

From Mdxico?

Yeah.  We brought  h im over .  My w i fe  la id  ou t  Cash bonds and th is  and

tha t  and the  o ther .  We ra ised h im,  sent  h im to  schoo l .  Today  tha t  boy 's

p .
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got a darn good job wi th Bank of  America in Los Angeles;  he graduated

f rom co l lege over  there .  He 's  mar r ied  and has  a  beaut i fu l  fami ly  now.

He was born  and ra ised in  Mdx ico  t i l l  the  age o f  l l ,

How did you happen to adopt him?

Wel l ,  we d idn ' t  adopt  h im.  t , l Je  jus t  ra ised  h im.  My w i fe  had a  bus iness- -

a cater ing service.  At  her place of  business there was a man that repaired

the  app l iances- - re f r igera tors  and every th ing  l i ke  tha t .  Th is  woman- - th is

boy 's  mother - -was l i v ing  w i th  th is  man.  He smugg led  her  over  f rom

Mdxico and they were l iv ing there i l ' legal1y.  The poor tot  used to sneak

peaks through the window where she was, her big k i tchen. Natural ly the

odor of  food was there,  usual ly turkey,  chicken for the cater ing service.

And she saw him. Right away she grabbed him, and she went to the Immigra-

t ion Service.  They made her put up cash bonds and al l  of  that .  But

l ike I  say,  that  k id there is wonderful .  My boy was not any better brought

up  than he  was.

Mr .  Por ras ,  I ' ve  exhausted  a l l  the  ques t ions  tha t  i  have.  Is  there  any-

th ing  e lse  tha t  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  ment ion  in  th i s  in te rv iew?

The only th ing that I  say is that  I  am not in favor of  th is Chicano Move-

ment.  I f  they change that name, then I  might.  But I rm for anything that

w i l l  g ive  our  peop le  a  boos t .  That  g r ipes  me,  when they  des ignate  them-

se lves  fas  Ch icanos ] .  The peop le  f rom the  Nat iona l  Assoc ia t ion  fo r  the

Pro tec t ion  o f  Co lored  Peop le  don ' t  ca l l  themse lves  n iggers .  I  th ink  tha t

they're on the r ight  t rack because when they cut loose and got r id of  a l l

o f  the  tough e lement ,  they  conso l ida ted  the i r  ga inso  and bro ther ,  look  where

they  are  [ today ] .  Wel l ,  in  Los  Ange ' les ,  take  a  look  a t  a l l  o f  the  progress

that they've made. They would not have made i t ;  because i f  you imitate

peop le  to  the  po in t  where  i f  they  weren ' t  aga ins t  you ,  they ' ' I1  go  ou t

and f igh t  you .  I f  the  Negroes  had cont inued w i th  a l l  o f  the  r io t ing  and
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a l l  o f  tha t ,  tha t ' s  what  wou ld  have happened.

to  do  tha t .

I don 't 
' l  
i  ke our peopl e

Thank you very much, Mr.  Porras,  for  a very interest ing and enl ightening

in te rv iew.

Wel l ,  I rm speak ing  to  you  f rank ly .  L i ke  I  say ,  I ' ve  l i ved  a  long  t ime,

and I ' ve  a lways  l i ked  to  mess  around in  a l l  o f  th is .

Thank you very  much,  s i r .

*E l  Paso  spe l l ed  backwards .
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