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*M:

FRED MORALES

This ' i s  an  0ra l  H is to ry  in te rv iew w i th  Mr .  Fred  M.  Mora les  o f  5 . |3  l ^1 .

San Antonio Street,  Apartment 8i  conducted on Thursddy, August the ZBth,

1975. Ask' ing the quest jons is 0scar Mart j 'nez.

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  F red ,  when were  you born  and where?

I  was  born  Ju ly  6 ,  
.1954 

in  Car lsbad,  New Mex ico .  About  a  week a f te r  [ I

was born] ,  immediately my parents moved to south El  paso. s ince then

I ' ve  l i ved  a ' l l  my  l i f e  in  Sou th  E l  paso ,  up  t i l l  now.

Why did your parents move to South El  paso at  that  t ime?

Because o f  more  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  jobs  a t  tha t  t ime.

Can you te l l  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  your  paren ts '  backgrounds- -where  they

were from and what your father did for  a l iv ing?

My father was a t ruck dr iver in Car lsbad, New Mexico. My mother has

always been an employee of  Farah Manufactur ing Company. She was born

in  Mar fa ,  Texas .  When ' i t  comes to  the  background o f  my parents ,  tha t ' s

about  a l l  tha t  I  know o f .  S ince  I  was  young I ' ve  l i ved  separa te  f rom

my parents.  I 've always l ived with my grandmother.

M: Is there any part ' icular reason for that ,  i f  I  may ask you a personal

ques t ion  l i ke  tha t?

F:  Wel l ,  the  on ly  reason is  because I  cou ld  ge t  a long be t te r  w i th  my

grandmother than my parents.

M:  Are  your  paren ts  ' l i v ing  
in  E l  Paso?

F:  Iv {y  mother 's  l i v ing  here  in  E l  Paso.  My fa ther  res ides  in  Car lsbad.

M:  D id  you go  to  schoo l  in  South  E l  Paso?

*M = Dr. Marti 'nez; F = Fred

*F :

M :

F :

M :



MORALES

F: Yes. I  at tended Frankl in Elementary School  in the f i rst  grade. Then

from there I  went to Aoy School .  From there I  a lso went to Hart  School .

From there I  went to Bowie Intermediate School  and Bowie High School .

I  graduated. Then I  enrol led in the Upward Bound program here at  UTEP,

and from there I transferred to the University of Colorado. And from

there I  t ransferred to the Universi ty of  Mdxico in Mdxico Ci ty,  and then

I  came back  to  E l  Paso.  R igh t  now I 'm enro l led  a t  UTEP.

You 've  rea l l y  moved around to  d i f fe ren t  schoo ls .  Le t ' s  back t rack ,  thenn

and go back to elementary school .  Why did you move around to so many

school  s?

Wel l ,  dur ing  my ear ly  years  [ I  moved to  d i f fe ren t  schoo ls ]  p r imar i l y

because my parents movejd to a di f ferent area, to the South s ide. There

was a  spec i f i c  ru le  a t  tha t  t ime tha t  the  c loser  you I  i ved  to  a  cer ta in

school  you had to at tend that school .  When I  entered the universi ty level

I  had an interest  to get out of  El  Paso. I  wanted to know what i t

was [ l ike]  outs ide of  the area. That 's why I  went to Mdxico Ci ty and

to  Co lorado.  I  go t  to  know what  i t  was  l i ke  in  o ther  p laces .  [ I t  was ]

M:

F :

M:

t r .

M:

F :

to ta l l y  d i f fe ren t  to  what  I  was  used to .

What do you remember about your exper iences in

l ,Jhat stands out in your mind?

What I  can recal l  the most is that  I  used to be

I  l i ked  to  p lay  spor ts ;  I  p layed spor ts  a  lo t ,

the elementary school  ?

' invol  ved i  n athl  et i  cs.

spec i f i ca l  1y  foo tba l  I

and basketbal  I  .

In  e lementary  schoo l?

Righ t .  I  can  reca l l  a  cer ta in  exper ience,  when I  re la te  to  my ear l ie r

years,  of  a professor who used to be my instructor in a Spanish course.

I recall him the most because he swatted me real hard one t"ime for
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speak ing  Span ish  in  a  span ish  c lass !  And tha t  rea l ]y  ba f f led  my mind

for so many years.

Do you recal l  what the c i rcumstances were, why he would do that in

Span ish  c lass?

I  guess  because I  d idn ' t  ask  fo r  permiss ion  f i rs t .  I  reca l l  ta ' l k ing

to  a  s tudent  beh ind  me,  and he  was ta lk ing  a t  the  present  t ime.  I  guess

I  was ' in te r rup t ing  the  ins t ruc t ing ,  dnd fo r  tha t  reason he  swat ted  me.

Would you say that he swatted you because you interrupted him and not

because you were  speak ing  Span ish?

I would say for the two [reasons],  because I  know that I  was whisper ing

rea l  low.  I 'm sure  he  d idn ' t  hear  me.  And he  had a  ru le  tha t  we cou ldn ' t

speak  Eng l i sh  in  tha t  c lass room;  and  I  wasn ' t  speak ing  Eng l i sh .  When

he told me to come after school ,  I  asked him, "Why am I  here?" "Because

you were  speak ing  Span ish  and you were  in te r rup t ing  me. "

ldas there a rule in the school  that  you couldn' t  speak Spanish?

At  tha t  p resent  t ime,  no .

K ids  d idn ' t  ge t  pun ished fo r  speak ing  Span ish  in  o r  ou t  o f  the  c lassroom

on school  grounds?

F:  Not  a t  tha t  t ime.  I t  d id  happen when I  was  in  In te rmed ia te  Schoo l .

M: Do you remember ever gett ing punished for that?

F:  Yes ,  I  do- -severa l  t imes.

M: Can you tel l  me about that?

F:  A t  Bowie  In te rmed ia te  Schoo l  they  had a  no-span ish-speak ing  ru le .  I f

you were caught speaking Spanish they had several  forms of  punishment,

such as being detained af ter  school  for  an hour for  certain days, being

in f l i c ted  w i th  phys ica l  pun ' i shment - -be ing  h i t  w i th  a  ru le r  in  the  hand,

or  be ing  swat ted  or  be ing  fo rced to  make push-ups ,  l i ke  I  was ,  in  f ron t

M:

t r .

M .
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M:

F :

of the c lass.  I t  wasn' t  only me; everybody got the same treatment.

Sometimes, i f  i t  got  rea' l  bad, you had to br ing your parents to ta lk

to  the  Ass is tan t  Pr inc ipa l  and exp la in  why you were  ac t ing  w i th  such

bad conduct .

How djd the students feel  about that  ru le? Do you remember?

I can recal l  that  there was real ly an uproar.  The students banded to-

ge thero  pr imar i ]y  beh i ,nd  the  ac t iv is ts  who were  rea11y  push ing  fo r  the

e l im ina t ion  o f  such bar r ie rs ,  who were  the  Mex ican Amer ican Youth

Assoc ia t ion .  A t  tha t  t ime I  wasn ' t  a  member ;  I  rea l l y  d id  no t  have the

knowledge that they had in regards to the pol ic ies that  the school  had.

I  was  on ly  on  the  s ides  a t  tha t  t ime;  I  wasn ' t  invo lved.  But  these

people and some other students started an awareness to stop this,  and

i t  spread; soon i t  just  came to the point  where the parents got in-

volved, the social  workers f rom the area got involved, and the students,

p r imar i l y ,  go t  invo lved.  Pro tes ts  were ' in ' i t ia ted ;  they  go t  the  Ass is tan t

Pr inc ipa ls  a t  tha t  t ime,  who were  Ang los  and who were  pr imar i l y  beh ind

a l l  th is ,  to  appear  be fore  a  Commiss ion  on  C iv i l  R igh ts  in  San Anton io

to test i fy why this was happening. After that ,  some changes came into

p ' lace .  The Ass is tan t  Pr inc ipa ls  were  t rans fer red  to  o ther  schoo ls ,  the

Pr inc ipa l  was  promoted to  an  upper  pos i t ion  in  the  E l  Paso Independent

School  Distr ict ,  and they were replaced by Mexican Americans who were

more sensi t ive to the problem. Soon af ter  that  the no-Spanish-speaking

ru le  was f ina l l y  e l im ina ted .  Now peop le  cou ld  speak  Span ish  in  the

ha l lo  the  c lassroom or  on  campus,  where  in  the  pas t  they  cou ld  no t .

When was th is?

Th is  was somet ime dur ing  '67 .

Was this when the Chicano Movement was f i rst  get t ing started in El  Paso?

M:

F :

M:
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F . I  wou ld  say  i t  was  when i t  was  a t  i t s  peakn when i t  was  ge t t ing  s ta r ted .

That  was one o f  the  reasons  tha t  in i t ia ted  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  Ch icano

Movement,  p lus the many housing problems that could be seen in that  area.

A lot  of  people were gett ing more pol i t ic ized. A lot  of  people were

ge t t ing  ac t i ve  in  soc ia l  a f fa i r s ,  i n  schoo l  a f fa i r s ,  i n  c i v i c  a f fa i r s .

Tha t ' s  how I  go t  invo lved .

You go t  invo lved in  h igh  schoo l?

Ri  gh t .

With MAYA?

Yes, MAYA seemed to get the most interest  in me, because what they seemed

to say in regards to rneaning issues seemed very relevant to me. I t

seemed to  app ly .  A t  tha t  t ime,  a lsoo  pub l ica t ions  were  s ta r t ing  to

come out--Nosotros magazine. I  used to read them al l  the t ime. I  even

started to sel l  them in h ' igh school .  At  one t ime I  can recal l  where

cer ta in  p ro fessors  compla ined about  i t  to  the  Pr inc ipa l ,  and I  was  ca l led

to  h iS  o f f i ce  to  say  why I  was  there  se l l ing  the  magaz ines .  I  to ld

h im why  and  he  sa id  I  j us t  cou ldn ' t  do  i t .  He  sa id  tha t  any  pub l i ca t ions

not  pubf ished ins ide  the  schoo l  a re  fo rb idden to  be  so ld ,  w i th  the  excep-

t ion of  only the school  newspaper.  So I  stopped doing i t  and I  went to

se l l  them outs ide  the  schoo l  g rounds.

That was 0K?

Yeah.

Do you remember any exper iences in the elementary or intermediate schools

that were discr iminatory in any way because you were a Mexican American

student,  and did i t  af fect  your status as a student? In other words,

fwere  there ]  any  exper iences  w i th in  the  c lassroom or  w i th  the  admin is t ra -

t i ve  au thor i t ies  w i th in  the  schoo ls  tha t  appeared to  you to  be  d isc r im ina-

to ry  bes ides  the  issue w i th  language?

M:

F :

M:

F :

M :

F :

M :
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F:  Yes ,  I  do . I  forgot  to  ment ion that  in  my second grade my parents moved

to  De l l  C i t y ,  Texas .  A t  De l l  C i t y ,  Texas ,  I  a t tended  tha t  schoo l ;  i t ' s

qu i te  d i f fe ren t  f rom my e lementary  schoo ls  jn  E l  Paso because a l l  the  schoo ls

tha t  I  a t tended were  pr imar i ' l y  composed o f  the  major i t y  o f  Mex ican Amer icans .

At  De l ' l  C ' i t y ' i t  was  50% Ang lo  and 50% Mex jcan Amer ican.  I  can  reca l l  tha t  my

teacher ,  Mrs .  B i l l i ngs ly ,  used  to  sco ld  me and  a l l  the  Mex ican  Amer icans ;  she

used to  ye l l  a t  us  more  than the  Ang lo  g i r l s  and boys .  I  cou ld  see tha t  we

were segregated. We were placed behind them; they were qluays at  the f ront.

Ins tead o f  be ing  seated  in  a lphabet jca l  o rder ,  we were  seated  by  race .  I  can

recal l  when Easter came around, we were taken to a cot ton f ie ld to hunt Easter

eggs .  A l l  the  Ang ' lo  pup i l s  were  in  the  f ron t  and we were  in  thd  back .  t ^ le

cou ldn ' t  hear  what  the  ueacher  was say ing t  she  was g iv ing  c lues  as  to  where  they

cou ld  f i nd  the  Eas te r  eggs .  Nn" i l  we  went  ou t  in to  the  f ie ld ,  we  ius t  d idn ' t

know where  we cou ld  f ind  them.  As  i t  tu rned ou t  a l l  the  Ang lo  pup i l s  found

the  Easter  eggs  and we d ' idn ' t .  That ' s  one exper ience tha t  I  do  reca l l .  A lso

everywhere-- footbal  I  games, dances--everybody was separated.

The  Ang lo  k i ' ds  and  the  Mex ican  k ids  jus t  d  jdn ' t  m ix?

No.  The Ang lo  k ids  had the  very  s t rong cowboy in f luence.  I  guess  the i r

paren ts  taught  them or  ins t ruc ted  them tha t  i t  was  bad to  assoc ia te  w i th

the  Mex icans .  And I  guess  they  app l  ied  tha t  jn  schoo l  a lso .

M: Are theyre any other qlqldqr!  exper iences of  that  type that Mexicans went

th rough as  they  went  th rough schoo l  tha t  you  th ink  a re ' in te res t ing  to  ta lk

about  ' in  th is  in te rv iew before  we leave tha t  sub jec t?

I t ' s  been  so  long  tha t  I  can ' t  remember  any th ing .  I  was  on ly  abou t  7  years

OW at  tha t  t jme.

What  about  gang war fa re  jn  those days?

l , r le  were  on ly  k jds ;  ' i t  was  no t  rea l l y  gang war fa re .  But  I  do  reca l l

that  I  used to f ight  very much w' i th a guy named Cody. He used to be

M:

F .

M:

F :
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the head o f  a  bunch o f  Ang lo  k ids .  I  jus t  d idn ' t  l i ke  h im because he

thought he was king- He would push everybody around. That k ind of

go t  to  me.  I  jus t  d idn ' t  l i ke  the  way he  ta lked  beh ind  everybody 's

back. He would always be talk ing bad about the Chicano kids,  but  when

he was in f ront  of  a Chicano kid he would be very quiet .  But as soon

as he  was w i th  h is  f r iends  he  wou ld  be  mak ing  a l l  k inds  o f  no ises .  So

the day came when I  found out that  he was talk ing bad about me. He

thought  tha t  he  cou ld  beat  me up.  You know how i t  i s  when you ' re  l i t t le

k ids .  I  fought  h im tw jce .  That ' s  an  exper jence I  can  reca l ' l  very  we l l .

M:  D id  you  w in?

F:  The f i rs t  t ime I  los t ;  the  second t ime I  won.

M:  Th is  was in  De l l  C i ty?

F:  De l l  C i ty ,  Texas ,

M: How long were you there?

F: A year.  I  was a farmworker at  that  t ime. I  used to work chopping the

weeds f rom the  co t ton  f ie lds  p r imar i l y ,  the  tomato  f ie lds  a lso .  The

major i ty of  the workers were Mexican Americans; the supervisors were

Ang los .  The Ang lo  k ids  a t  schoo l  were  a lways  r i ch ,  we l l -d ressed.  And

we weren ' t .  I  a lways  went  to  schoo l  in  a  T-sh i r t .  The reason I  l i ked

the T-shir t  is  because the temperature was so hot,  and I  just  d idn' t  l ike

the  idea o f  a  long-s ' leeved sh j r t  o r  any th ing  tha t  wou ld  keep me hot .

They would always come in dressed nice,  wi th t ies somet imes, expensive

cl  othes .

M: How did that  make you feel  ?

F: I t  made me feel  real  poor.

M:  How about  the  o ther  Ch icano k ids?

F: The same. We were al l  in the same si tuat ion.  We always used to

caUrl i t the gabacho kids because of  the way they dressed, the way
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they  ta lked .

M: Was your father a farmworker there?

F: No. Iv ly father,  as I  said,  was a tnuck dr iver in Car lsbad.

Mr  ! ' Je l l ,  how d id  you ge t  to  De l l  C i ty?

F: Through my grandparents.  Since bir th I  have not seen my father,

M:  How d id  you Star t  work ing  ou t  in  the  co t ton  f ie lds?

F: Wel lo my grandparents were short  of  money, and working in the f ie lds was

the on' ly way to earn money at  that  t ime. That was the only job oppor-

tuni ty avai lable.  Af ter  Del l  Ci ty I  came back toTl  Paso and lat tendel  Aoy

School  .

Your grandparents moved back here?

Right,  to South El  Paso. And I  a lso went to the f i rm taUor f ie- lds here in

the Upper Va' l ley and the Lower Va11ey, and worked in the cotton [ f ie lds] .

Do you remember how much money you made then?

Chopping weeds would run around $. |0 a day, start ing f rom 5:30 in the

morn ing  to  3 :00  in  the  a f te rnoon,  in  those days .  I  unders tand i t  has

gone  up  a  l ' i t t l e  b i t  now.  I  used  to  a lso  p ick  ch i les ,  I  used  to  p ick

onions. I t  a l l  depended on how much I  would pick.  I  would average

around $ . |0  o r  $ ]2  a  day .

M:  When d id  you s ta r t  do ing  tha t?

F:  When I  was  about  8  years  o ld - -1963,  '64 ,  here  in  E l  Paso.

M:  And then you d id  i t  in  De l l  C i ty?

F:  Before .

M: You were younger there?

F:  R igh t .

M:  There  are  ch i ld  labor  laws tha t  p roh ib i t  k ids  tha t  age f rom work ing

day  long l i ke  you were  do ' ing .  Was i t  common prac t ice  fo r  k ids  tha t

to be out there doing that?

a l l

age



M:

F:

MORALES 9

take

r i  ght

F: 0h yes. As a matter of fact, it was common for the parents to

a l l  the  fami ly  to  the  f ie ld .  I  can  even th ink  o f  some fami l ies

now who do i t .  My neighbors used to do i t .

D id  you go  by  yourse l f ,  o r  d id  you go  w i th  f r iends  or  re la t i ves?

Sometimes I  would go by mysel f ;  somet imes with f r iends; somet imes with

rel  at i  ves .

When you were doing i t  here in El  Paso, how did i t  work? Did you go some

place where the contractor came and took you to the f ie ld?

Righ t .  Where  I  wou ld  go ,  s ince  I  l i ved  very  c lose  by  i t ,  was  th is  p ' lace

on El  Paso and Sixth Street.  I t 's  r ight  across the br idge coming from

JuJrez on El  Paso Street.  Every morning from 4:00 to 5:30 the brrses

would leave atnd go to the farm f ie lds.  I  woulcn rnake l t  a habi t  to be

there on t ime around 4:00 every morning and get aboard the buses. I

can  reca l l  cer ta ' in  names on  the  buses , ' l i ke  Benav ides  and Benav ides .

They were, I  th ink,  the contractors who took the farmworkers to the

f ie lds.  But the major i ty who were on the buses happened to be people

from JuJrez or people from South El Paso.

Were the people f rom Ju{rez "mojados" or did they have a green card?

Green carders .  I  can  a lso  reca l l  one even ing  when cer ta in  Mex ican a l iens

were on the buses and the Immigrat ion and Natural izat ion of f ic ia ls came

aboard  the  buses  to  inspec t  to  see i f  anybody was an  i l lega l  a l ien .

Somebody behind me got nervous when they saw him, and he got a1 I  panicked

and decided to get out of  the bus through the back door.  He got out

through the back door and started running. An of f icer saw him and started

runn ing  a f te r  h im.  He caught  up  w i th  h im and what  I  saw was rea l l y  some-

th ing .  He  bea t  h im up  comple te ly .  I  cou ld  hear  h im ye l l i ng  and  ye l l i ng

for  h i ,m to  s top  beat ing  h im up.  He was beat ing  h im up w i th  a  c lub  s t i ck ,

a  macana.  And f ina l l y  he  s topped.  The man was pu t ' in  a  van and de ta ined.

I  guess he was transported back to Mdxico.

M:

t r .

M:

F ' .
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Did this man provoke the Border Patrolman into doing this f rom what

you cou ld  see?

l , r le l l ,  he was running from the of f icer.  The of f icer saw him. But he

d idn ' t  res is t  h ' im in  any  fo rm when he  was caught .  The o f f i cer  jus t

wanted  to  make i t  look  l i ke  the  i1 lega1 a l ien  was rea l l y  do ing  a l l  the

resist ing,  ar id he wasnrt .  He seemed l ike a very good man when he was

in  the  bus  beh ind  me.  We were  ta lk ing ,  hav ing  a  conversa t ion .

Were  there  o ther  ins tances  l i ke  tha t  o r  in  the  f ie lds  tha t  you  reca l l

w i th  the  Immigra t ion  peop ' le  coming in  and ra id ing?

In Del l  Ci ty and in El  Paso I  can recal l  many instances. The major i ty

o f  my f r iends  were  i11ega l  a l iens  who were  in  the  f ie lds .  A l l  the  t ime

they were talk ing about them being afrafd of  being caught by the Border

Patrol .  And the Border Patrol  a ' lways had a rout ine habi t  of  coming to

check the f ie lds.  Every t ime when we could see they were coming they

wou ld  a lways  run  and h ide  f rom them.  I t  was  a  da i l y  rou t ine  th ing ,

a ' lways going on. Some were lucky and some weren' t .  The Border Patrol

also had air  surveys at  that  t ime, and sometimes i t  was real  hard for

them.

Did they ever stop you?

Yes. And they st i l l  do,  s imply because I  have the same features that a

lot  of  my lvhxican fr iends do. But I  a lways have some ident i f icat ion to

prov ide ,  and they  le t  me go,  w i th  the  except ion  o f  tha t  one t ime tha t  I

re la ted  to  you about  [what  happened]  in  the  Ch ihuahu i ta  a rea .

Could you tel l  me about that  again so we can get i t  on tape?

Sure .  Th ' i s  exper ience in  the  Ch ihuahu i ta  a rea  happened about  3  o r  4

years ago, when me and ny f r iends decided to t ravel  to Ju{rez to get

l0

M:

F:

M:
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some tequ i la  bo t t les .  We dec ided tha t  i f  we went  over  the  br idqe i t  was

going to take a long time to get there and we felt that the shortest routdb,:uii,r1e)

was go ing  over  the  r i ver .  And there  was th is  b r idge ( i t ' s  s t i l l  there) ;

i t ' s  a  ra i l road br idgeo a  b lack  br idge.  l ie  went  across  there ,  me and

my other two fr iendso and we came back with the bott les.  [ l le didn' t  go

over the br idge where we had to say i f  we are an American or not,  p lus we

also had to pay a duty tax for  the l iquor bott les.  t , r le didn' t  have that

much money to pay the tax.  Besides, we were under age; we cou' ldn' t  pass

the  l iquor  on  th is  s ide .  So we passed i t  th rough the  ra i l road br idge.

So we came on this s ide and we were spotted and we were detained. One

of my fr iends, who was cr ippled, was rea' l1y gett ing harassed by the of f j -

cer -  That  rea l l y  go t  to  me because he  cou ldn ' t  de fend h imse l fo  so  I  go t

in  be tween them.  And I  sa id ,  "How come you ' re  harass ing  h im? He a l ready

showed you  iden t f f i ca t ion .  And  I ' l I  show you  mine . "  And  he  sa id ,  "We l Io

you know you're not supposed to cross through there and you're supposed

to  pay  the  tax . "  And I  sa id ,  " I  know.  I  know we are  gu i l t y  o f  do ing

tha t . "  And  he  sa id ,  "We l l ,  can  I  see  some iden t i f i ca t ion?"  I  was  ta lk -

ing  to  h im in  Eng l i sh  l i ke  I  am r igh t  now.  Bu t  s t i l l  he  had  th is  fee ' l i ng

tha t  I  was  a  Mex ican a l ien .  I  showed my ident i f i ca t ion  and he  s t i l l

d idn ' t  be l ieve  meo so  he  t r ied  to  g rab  me.  But  he  was a  Border  Pat ro l

o f f i cer  about  ny  s ize  and I  sa id ,  "We1 l ,  I  know I  can  de fend myse l f , "  so

I  s ta r ted  wres t l ing  w i th  h im- - th rowing  punches and k icks  and every th ing .

And I  had h im on the  ground,  when a l l  o f  a  sudden he  s ta r ts  ye ' l l i ng

for another Border Patrol  of f icer to come to help him. And out of  nowhere

comes this big guy and he starts hi t t ' ing me from behind and they put the

handcuf fs  on  me and they  de ta ined me and ca l led  in  the  po l i ce  au thor i t ies .

They took me away to the detention center.

Were you drunk, Freddie?
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Drunk drunk I  wasn ' t .

But  you had been dr ink ing?

A coup le  o f  d r inks .

Did that make a difference in the way you behaved? Would you have done

i t  the  same way i f  you  weren ' t  a  l i t t le  b i t  h igh?

M:

F :

F :

M :

F :

F:  One th ing  I  do  knowo I 'm sure  I  knew what  I  was  do ing .  As  a  mat te r  o f

fac t ,  I  wasn ' t  booked fo r  be ' ing  drunk ;  I  was  booked fo r  assau l t ing  a  fed-

era l  o f f i cer .  Nobody even knew I  had a  coup le  o f  d r inks .

What happened when they booked you? They took you to ja i l?

No, to the Juveni le Detent ion Center.  I  was released the next day. I

j us t  s lep t  the re .

M: You say the pol ice of f icers arrested you. These were f i rst  the Border

Patrol  and then they turned you over to the po1 ice?

Ri  gh t .

Did anybody have to bai l  you out or did they just  let  you go?

No.  The way i t  i s  in  the  Juven i le  Deten t ion  Center ,  wh ich  a t  tha t

t ime was one of  the worst  in the nat iono the only th ing for you to be

released was for your parents to go and p' ick you up, unless you were a

hard-core cr iminal  oF fraa been a person who always repeated the same

offenses as a juveni le,  They would probably not release you for a

couple of  days or weeks. But at  that  t ime, the rooms for detent ion were

rea11y bad.  Dur ing  the  day t ime you cou ldn ' t  s leep- - they  took  away the

mat t resses .  When i t  came to  us ing  the  to i le t  fac i l i t i es  you cou ld  a lso

use a couple of  sheets of  paper.  There were no recreat ions or le isure

serv ices- -no  books .  I t  was  jus t  bad.  I t  go t  coverage on  a  na t ion-w ide

spec ia l  a t  one t ime in  regards  to  juven i le  de ten t ion  centers  th roughout

the  na t ion .  I f  you  go ,  i t ' s  qu i te  d i f fe ren t  today  than i t  was  be fore .

Did you have any other exper iences with the law? Did you get arrested

any other t ime?

M:
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M:

M:

F :

F .

M:

F:

M:

tr .

M:

F :

M:

No.  Tha t ' s  abou t  i t .

What happened in that  case? Were you charged? Was that the end of  i t?

That was the end of  i t .  L ike I  said,  I  was released the next day. I

came back home. As a matter of  fact ,  I  saw the Border Patrol  of f icers

who had arrested me and who had hi t  me, and I  just  smi led at  them whi le

they passed by.

D id  they  smi le  back?

No. [Laughter]

What did your grandparents say about that? How did they react?

In le l l ,  I  rea l l y  go t  sco lded.  My parents  d idn ' t  l i ke  tha t  idea  about  me

pass ing  l iquor  to  th is  s ide ,  bu t  they  d idn ' t  l i ke  the  way i  was  t rea ted

by the Border Patrol .  As a matter of  fact ,  when I  was wrest l  ing wi th

the of f icers.  my grandfather came out real  upset ye' l l ing at  the of f icers

to  le t  me go,  to  s top  h i t t ing  me.

This happened r ight  near where you l ived?

Right  in  f ron t  o f  ny  house.  I t  a l l  s ta r ted  in  the  a11ey beh ind  my house

and we went  wres t l ing  fo r  about  ha l f  a  b lock .  I t  s topped r igh t  in  f ron !

of  rny house. At that  t ime i t  qot  the at tent ion of  the whole neighborhood.

So they stopped hi t t ing me and they put their  handcuffs on me. When

nobody was looking (except ny two fr iends) they were real ly pounding at  me.

How old were you?

14  o r  
. |5 .

What  o ther  exper iences  do  you reca l l  f rom l i v ing  in  Ch ihuahu i ta ,  in

connect ion wi th the Border Patrol  and wetbacks who cross there al l  the t ime?

ln le l l ,  I  a lways  l i ked  to  go  to  the  r i ver  and ba the  because I  d idn ' t  have

to pay to go to the other swinrming pools,  which were far away with the

except ion of  the Frontera Park swimming pool .  And there was an exper ience

when people f rom this s ' ide and people f rom that s ide would always go in

F :
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M:

F :

there and bathe and f ights would always erupt.  Me embozaron; they came

at me with a kni fe and they wanted my be1t,  they wanted my shoes-- the

peop le  f rom Ju i rez ,  the  k ids .  They  pr imar i l y  were  k ids  who l i ked  to  sn i f f

g . [u€ ,  and they  a lways  l i ked  to  go  around moles t ing  o ther  peop le ,  want ing

what  they  had.  Th is  happened tw ice ,  w i th  me a t  the  po in t  o f  a  kn i fe .

I  gave them what I  had. Since then, that  i r lgger€d a lot  of  i l l  feel ings

between both s ides and f ights started happening. You would see about 100

people f rom that s ide and about 50 peop' le f rom this s ide throwing rocks

at each other.

Right across the r iver?

Righ t .  And i t  wou ld  spread to  th is  s ide  a lso .  I t  wou ld  come across  to

th is  s ide ,  to  the  pres id ios .  And s ince  then,  a  lo t  o f  peop le  don ' t  go

back  to  the  r i ver  to  ba the .  They 've  a lso  been respons ' ib le  fo r  a  lo t  o f

burg la r ieso  d  lo t  o f  f i reso  d  lo t  o f  assau l t s  and  a  lo t  o f  rapes .  I

guess to counteract  thejr  acts,  when the people on this s ide saw them

coming, they would assaul t  them also.  They would rape the women, th1t

wou ld  c ross  over .  I t  rea l l y  go t  bad.  The po l i ce  o f f i cers ,  when they

were  ca l led  in  to  s top  a l l  these ac ts  o f  v io lence,  wou ld  ge t  pe l ted

wi th  rocks  a lso .  The Border  Pat ro l  too .  I t  has  rea11y  ca lmed down

qu i te  a  b i t  s ince  then .

M:  When was the  peak  o f  a l l  these ac t iv i t ies?

F: About two years ago.

M:  And  how long  d id  i t  l as t?

F:  A  coup le  o f  months .  But  occas iona l ' l y  you  s t i l l  f ind  sporad ic  ac ts  o f

v i  o l  ence.

Is  tha t  a  ma in  c ross ing  po in t ,  there  where  you l i ve?

I  wou ld  say  tha t  tha t  c ross ing  po in t - -o f  a l l  the  Mdx ico-U.S.  boundary
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l i ne ,  in  te rms o f  peop le  coming across- -wou ld  be  the  main  c ross ing  po in t .

More people cross at  that  point  than any other point  that  I  can think of .

I 've ta lked to people who have come al l  the way from South America,  f rom

the inter ior  of  N&ico; but the major i ty are usual ly f rom JuJrez.  The

reason I 'd  ta lk  to  them is  because where  I  l i ve ,  f rom tha t  c ross ing  po in t ,

there are some presidios.  That 's a major place for them to hide from

the Border Patrol  author i t ies,  especial ly in the restroomsf on the roofs,

under  cars ,  you  name' i t ;  you ' l l  f ind  them every  p1ace.  Somet imes I  do

my bes t  to  he lp  them;  i ' l l  te l l  them,  "The Border  Pat ro l  i s  h id ing  here

and there.  I  would recommend that you cross at  th is point  so you wonr. t

be  caught . "  And some cases ,  i f  I  can ' t  ge t  t ranspor ta t ion ,  I ' l l  ca l l

a  tax i  to  he lp  them.  0 r  i f  I  have  a  ca r ,  I ' l l  g i ve  them a  r ide . '

You 've  g iven  peop le  a  r ide?

Yes I  have.  A  lo t  o f  peop le .

M:

F :

M:

t r .

Aren ' t  you  a f ra id  tha t  you  migh t  be

No,  I 'm no t  rea l i y  a f ra id  because I

to escape the Border Patrol .  I  know

ar res ted  fo r  t ranspor t ing  i11ega1 a l iens?

got used to i t ;  I  know al l  the ways

where they are, I know who I can

where to cross,  where to look.

M:

F :

t rus t .  Wel l ,  I  know where  to  pass ,

I tm no t  rea l l y  concerned .

Youtre not concerned?

No,  no t  rea11y  concerned.  I  jus t  don ' t  even th ink  about  i t .  My grand-

fa ther  was caught  tw ice  fo r  t ranspor t ing  i11ega ' l  a l  iens  in  the  S iema

Blanca area ,  and he  served two ja i l  sen tences .  The las t  t ime he  was pu t

on probat ion.  I  got  a lot  of  encouragement f rom him because I  real ly

looked up  to  h im;  and tha t ' s  why  I  guess  I  s ta r ted  do ing ' i t .  P lus  i t

was the fun of  obtaining money.

M: How much would you charge them for t ransport ing them?
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F:  R igh t  now,  the  on ly  th ing  tha t  I  charge is ,  i f  I  don ' t  have gaso l ine  in

my car ,  I ' ' l l  ask  them fo r  a  do l la r  o r  two to  he lp  me out .  I  don ' t  charge

pr ices that are high. As a matter of  fact ,  the major i ty of  the cases I

don ' t  even charge.  I  jus t  do  i t  to  he lp  them.

M: What about your grandfather,  when he was amested twice? Was he doing

that as a coyote?

F:  Sor t  o f ,  because a t  tha t  t ime a  lo t  o f  i1 lega l  a l iens  were  amested  and

rounded up and transported back to Mdxico; and the growers were in desperate

need o f  more  cheap ' labor ,  i f  you  want  to  ca l l  i t .  And my fg rand] fa ther

d idn ' t  have any  job  a t  tha t  t ime.  That  was the  on ' l y  avenue he  had,  and

he took  i t  up .

l 6

M :

F :

M :

F :

Is your grandfather al  ive now?

He 's  dead.  He d ied  two years  ago.

What  was h is  ma in  occupat ' ion?

His  main  occupat ion  a t  tha t  t ime was a  bus  dr iver - - tak ing  peop le  f rom

El  Paso to  De l l  C i ty  to  work  in  the  f ie lds ,  p r imar i l y .

What about your grandmother?

A housewi fe .

Shers  s t i l l  a l i ve?

Shers  s t i l l  a l i ve .

Where  is  th is  c ross ing  po in t  tha t  you  ta ' l k  about ;what 's  the  loca t ion?

The loca t ion  is  about  ha l f  a  b lock  f rom the  Ch ihuahu i ta  a rea .  I t ' s  ad-

jacent to the r iver.  I t 's  about,  maybe, two blocks away from the El
,'

Paso-Juarez  br idge,  to  the  west .  I t ' s  a lso  r igh t  nex t  to  the  b lack  ra i l -

road br idge.

Is  i t  near  the  p lace  where  there 's  a  b ig  park  th rough wh ich  the  water  f rom

here f lows into the r iver?

Righ t .  That ' s  the  p lace- -where  the  cana l  waters  f low in to  the  r i ver .

M:

F :
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Tha t ' s  i t  r i gh t  the re .

Most of  these people who tradi t ional ' ly  have crossed through there,  do

they cross at  certain t imes of  the day or night?

They cross at  every t ime of  the day and night.

Knowing tha t  tha t ' s  a  ma in  c ross ing ,  why  doesn ' t  the  Border  Pat ro l  have

Border Patrolmen stat ioned r ight  there-- f rom your point  of  v iew?

They do occasional ly have Border Patrolmen stat ioned there.  But through

the lack of  manpower and so many people crossing, not only at  that

point  but  other points,  they have to turn their  force to other locatt 'ons

which, at  the same t ime, leaves the opportuni ty for  more people to cross

at  tha t  po in t .  The lack  o f  manpower ,  I  wou ld  sayn is  the  pr ime reason.

Alsor-  due to their  not  being able to work more at  the r iver points,  they

a lso  move to  w i th in  the  c i ty .  For  example ,  some l i ke  to  s ta t ion  them-

se lves  in  the  ra i l road yards ,  some in  the  a l leys- - therers  spec i f i c  po in ts

where they can watCh and see who is crossing. They can just  about see

from there as well as they can from where they are at the river point.

What other jobs have you had, Freddie?

ln le l l ,  I ' ve  worked as  a  tu to r  here  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso.

I ' ve  worked as  a  n igh t  watchman.  R igh t  now I 'm work ing  as  a  V ISTA vo lun-

teer .  I rm pr imar i l y  work ing  [ to  improve]  the  hous ing  cond i t ions  in

South  E l  Paso.

How long have you

A year and a hal  f

Cou ld  you te l1  me

in the area where

ftly experience has

fel  t  that  through

can be resolved.

been a VISTA volunteer?

now.

about exper iences that you've had as a VISTA volunteer

you work?

been  p r imar i l y  in  the  f i e ld  o f  po l i t i cs .  I ' ve  a lways

the  rea lm o f  po l i t i cs  a  lo t  o f  the  issues  and prob lems

In  work ing  w i th  the  hous ing  c r is is  and w i th  the  C i ty

F :

M:

F :
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Tenement Eradicat ion Program going on, I 've gotten t ,he opportuni ty

to  work  w i th  many peop le  f rom South  E l  Paso and conf ron t  po l i t i c ians .

You name i t - - the  C i ty  Counc i l ,  the  C i ty  P lann ing  and Research  De-

partment Program, HEW--al l  the of f jces and departments associated with

hous i  ng  .

Are you part  of  the commit tee to preserve el  barr io?

Yes,  I  am.  Probab ly  the  exper ience tha t  I  w ' i l l  reca l l  the  most  i s  the

Tent  C i ty  #2 .

D id  you he lp  in  o rgan iz ing  tha t?

Yes ,  I  d id .

What  was your  ro le  in  tha t?

An organ izer .

What  d id  you do  as  an  organ izer?

Wel l ,  due to  the  neg lec t  and the  ignorance spread by  the  po l i t i c ians ,

we set up the Tent Ci ty to get the at tent ion of  the general  pub' l ic  that

there  was a  c r is is  and tha t  i t  d id  mer i t  much a t ten t ion .  I  o rgan ized,

w i th  severa l  o ther  ac t i v is ts ,  a  campaign  in  se t t ing  up  a  Tent  C i ty  and

try ing to get exposure through the media,  and try ing to get at tent ion

from the Universi ty facul ty,  f rom the Chicano facul ty.  l , r le sat  down

with many people in meet ' ings;  we set up conferences; we set up workshops.

we ta lked  w i th  peop le  no t  on ly  f rom the  loca l  scene,  bu t  a lso  f rom the

state and the federal  l=evEl.  
-  

Af ter  thatn we f inal ly got the

attent ion that we deserved. The mayor went to washington and he was

guaranteed tha t  $ . | .7  mi l l ion  wou ld  be  sent  to  E l  Paso fo r  cons t ruc t ion

of  fu tu re  pub l i c  hous ing .  A lso ,  a t  the  present  t ime,  I  th ' ink  they ' re

drawing up a iedevelopment plan for South El  Paso. Through that,  we

went before the Ci ty counci l  to get funds for pa' int ' ing murals.  l^ le fe l t

tha t  the  concept  o f  mura ls  was rea l l y  embedded in  the  cu l tu re  o f  the
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Mex ican Amer ican,  and tha t  he  had a  lo t  o f  ta len t  tha t  we fe l t  shou ld

be exposed to the community at  large. we did get the funding, and

r igh t  now we ' re  engaged in  pa in t ing  mura ls .

How much money did you get?

I 'm no t  sure  about  the  amounto  bu t  i t ' s  a round severa l  thousand do l la rs

to pay for the cost of  the paints,  the brushes, and so forth.

what  mot iva ted  you to  go  in to  th is  k ind  o f  work- -communi ty  ac t i v i t y?

Wel l '  i t  a l l  s ta r ted  when I  was  in  Bowie  H igh  Schoo l  when the  no-Span ish-

speaking rule was in ef fect ,  and MAyA came into being. I  jo ined MAyA;

I  l ' iked what they were doing. s ince then, I 've become very community

service or iented. Working as a VISTA vol ,unteer gives me the opportuni ty

to  work  in  the  bamio  and he lp  in  any  way poss ib le - -no t  on ly  w i tn  p ro-

b lems tha t  they  migh t  have w i th  hous ing .  I ' ve  had exper ience in  work ing

wi th  the  Ass ' i s tan t  A t to rney  Genera l ' s  o f f i ce  here  in  town in  t ry ing  to

a l lev ia te  consumer  compla in tso  pr imar i ' l y  w i th  the  Span ish-speak ing  communi ty .

I  a lso  have go t ten  invo lved w i th  a  c red i t  un ion  tha t  was  es tab l i shed in

the  South  so  I  cou ld  he lp  peop le  w i th  f inanc ia l  p rob lems- - the

cred i t  Un ion .  I 'm  s t i l l  work ing  in  the re .  A lsoo  a t  the  p resen t  t ime

I 'm work ing  w i th  a  l i b ra ry  commi t tee  in  es tab l i sh ing  a  bar r io  l i b ra ry  in

the area around Jefferson High School ,  where Our Lady of  the Light Church

is  loca ted .  They  have a  cent ro  de  la  Luz  bu i ld ing  wh ich  houses  our

l ib ra ry .  A t  the  present  t ime we ' re  ca ta log ing  the  books ;  we ' re  separa t ing

f ic t ion  and non- f i c t ion  books .  We ' re  p lann ing  somet ime around the  l6 th

of September to publ ic ize our ef for ts and encourage more people to at tend

and take  ou t  books  f rom the ' l ib ra ry .  la le ' re  a lso  s ta r t ' i ng  a  ch icano

Mater ia l  f i l e  fo r  peop le  to  take  ou t .

Fredd ' ie '  o f  the  k ids  tha t  you  grew up w i th  f in  south  E1 paso] ,  what
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has become of them? hlhat are they doing now? In comparison to what

you '  re do' ing,  what are they doing?

My f r iends ,  the  major i t y ,  have no t  rea l l y  made i t  l i ke  I  have.  I 'm

s t i l l  poor ,  bu t  they ' re  poorer  than me.  I  have a  job  as  a  V ISTA vo lun-

teer,  whereas the major i ty of  them are unemployed. They just  hang around

street corners and hang around in gangs. A lot  of  them are pushing

drugs ;  a  lo t  o f  them are  a lways  dr ink ing  and f igh t ing .  Each s t ree t

corner  i s  aga ins t  the  o ther .  They ' re  jus t  v ic t ims o f  unemployment .

They ' re  v i c t ims  o f  a  d rug  cu l tu re .  They  jus t  haven ' t  made i t  l i ke  I

have.  A  lo t  o f  them have dropped ou t  o f  schoo l ,  o r  [a re ]  "push-outs" - -

I  I  i ke  to  use  tha t  te rm.

What has been the di f ference between what you've done and what they're

do ing? Why have you gone on  to  become invo lved in  the  ac t iv i t ies  tha t

you 've  been invo lved w i th ,  and on  the  o ther  hand they  are  s t i l l  hang ing

around on  s t ree t  corners  and do ing  very  l i t t le?  To what  do  you a t t r i -

bute that  d i f ference?

The Ch icano Movement ,  because I ' ve  a lways  fe ' l t  tha t  there 's  a  lo t  o f

he lp  tha t  needs  to  be  done in  tha t  a rea .  A  lo t  o f  serv ices  are  needed;

a lot  of  improvement is needed. I  a lso have l iked to do something with

my l i fe ,  do  someth ing  cons t ruc t ive  about  i t ,  see ing  wh ich  ways  I  can  g ive .

Where did those mot ivat ' ions come from? Can you ident i fy the or ig in of

those fee l ings  tha t  have led  you to  do  these th ings?

The fee l  ings  have a1 ' l  come f rom wi th in  me,  bu t  p r imar i ' l y  they 've

been inst igated by the Chicano Movement,  by MAYA, by my parents.

Your  paren ts  have in f luenced you in  sp i te  o f  the  fac t  tha t  you  haven ' t

I  i ved  w i th  them?

Right .  P lus  my ne fghborS and my f r iends .
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M:  How about  your  g randparents?  Have they  had a  b ig  in f luence in  your

th ink ing?

F: Yes. My grandparents reared me since I  was young, They gave me al l

k ind  o f  gu idance.  They  gave me the  d i rec t ion  to  s ta r t .  Bu t  I  wou ld  say

they ' re  on ly  one o f  the  many peop le .

Nowo I  want to go back to your exper iences in school  and ask you about

the gangs in South El  Paso. Were they act ive at  that  t ime when you

were  in  schoo l - -g rammar  schoo l  and jun io r  h igh?

They were very much act ive.

Were you involved?

Not  rea1 ly .  I  was  rea l  young.  The ones  who were  rea11y  much invo lved

were the peop' le in their  teenage years.  Through them, I  th ink the

pachuco in f luence s ta r ted- - the i r  fo rm o f  d ress ,  the i r  l i fe  s ty les  seemed

to spread to many parts of  the nat ion.  Their  concepts of  machismo, of
_ / /

being el  mas chingon, was very much prevalent.  Every street corner had

i ts  g roup,  i t s  gang.  There  was a lways  much f r i c t ion  over  a  g i r l  o r

maybe over  somebody who was push ing  bad s tu f f  l i ke  d rugs ,  mar i juana- -

for  any l i t t le reason there would a ' lways be a f ight .  I t  was common;

i t  was  na tura l  a t  tha t  t ime.  The po ' l i ce  were  a f ra id  to  go  in  tha t  a rea .

The major i ty of  the people outside that area were afraid.  I  was afraid

even.  I  wou ld  a lways  be  w i tness ing  peop le  be ing  h i t  w i th  beer  bo t t les ,

peop le  be ing  s tabbed,  peop le  a lways  be ing  locked up  in  ja i l .  I t  was  a

bad t ime.  I  a lso  can reca l l  when the  gangs o f  the  South  s ide  wou ld  a l -

ways go and f ight  wi th the Ju{rez gangs at  the r iver.  And also I  can

recal l  when many tour ists would be assaul ted and what they had would

be taken away.

You never  par t i c ipa ted  in  th is?
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F: No,  I  d id  no t .  We l l ,  I  d id  par t i c ipa te  when  I  was  a  l i t t l e  k id .  When

I  wou ld  see the  r i ch  tour is ts  coming in to  town and go ing  to  JuJrez ,  I

would always go and beg for a nickle or a dime for an ice cream. And

i f  my [g rand]parents  caught  me,  I  wou ld  rea l l y  ge t  spanked.

Do you recal l  the names of  those gangs?

Yes I  do- - the  Seven E levens ,  the  Eag les ,  Trampas,  A l ley  Catso  Crusaders ,

Cougars ,  Jokers ,  Shamrocks .

Were  these most ' l y  in  Ch ihuahu i ta?

No.  The ones  around Ch ihuahu i ta  were  the  Lucky  Charms,  the  Crusaders ,

the  Cougars ,  and the  Seven E levens ,  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  They  were

probably the f iercest  gangs in the whole South s jde. As a matter of  fact ,

even up to today the Chihuahui ta area is isolated from the rest  of  South

E l  Paso ,  and  i t  has  ca lmed down a  lo t .  Bu t  the re 's  s t i l l  a  lo t  o f  the

o1d  gang  f igh ts  and  ideas  s t i l l  a round .

M:  Has i t  a lways  been iso la ted ,  o r  i s  tha t  more  recent?

F:  Noo i t ' s  a lways  been iso la ted  by  the  ra i l road t racks ,  by  the  r i ver .

M:  There 's  Sou th  E l  Paso  S t ree t ,  wh ich  in  i t se l f  i s  a  d iv id ing  s t ree t .

F :  R igh t .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  as  I  unders tand i t ,  South  E l  Paso or

Second Ward in the past was known as Chihuahui ta.  That was i ts name.

And I  th ink  i t  came f rom Ch ihuahua St ree t .

Do you l i ve  near  Ch ihuahua St ree t?

No,  I  don ' t  r igh t  now.  I  moved about  a  year  ago due to  the  condemnat ions

of the Ci ty Tenement Eradicat ion Program.

Did  you used to  l i ve  in  a  p res id io  there?
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Yes,  fo r  8  years .

And i t  was condemned by the c i ty and destroyed?

It  was condemned, But due to the campaign to preserve

s t i l l  s t i nds  the re  and  peop le  a re  s t i l l  l i v ing  in  i t .

the barr i  o" i  t
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F :

peopie have moved out.  Right now

real tors for  renovat ion.

What  k ind  o f  l i f e  d id  you  lead  in

k ind  o f  apar tment  d id  you l i ve  in

ment?

they ' re  awa i t ing  a  p lan  by  the i r

tha t  p res id io  in  wh ich  you l i ved? What

?  How many peop le  l i ved  in  your  apar t -

I t  was  a  two- room apar tment ,  un furn ished,  o ld ;  and we d idn ' t  have any

serv ices  l i ke  water  ins ide  or  a  ba throom ins ide .  A l l  tha t  was  ou ts ide .

I t  was  very  c rowdedo smal l .  No a i r  cond i t ion ing  or  heat ing  was ava i l -

ab le .  No laundry  fac i l i t i es  were  in  the  pre : id io .  I t  was  a  bad scene.

How many l ived in that  two-room apartment?

Five people.  In some other apartments you could f ind up to f i f teen

peop ' le .

In two rooms?

Right.  You would f ind them sleep' ing ouLGde or you would f ind them

s leep ing  a1 l  c rowded ' in  the  bu i ld ' i ng .

Do  you  s t i l l  f i nd  la rge  fami l i es?

Yes.  You can go  r igh t  now and f ind  them.

Is  tha t  a rea  s t i l l  ca l led  Ch ihuahu i ta?

I t ' s  p r imar i l y  known as  La  Ch ihuahua [by  most  peop ' le ] ,  o r  Ch ihuahu i ta

by some.

Let  me ask  you a  ques t ion  regard ing  some o f  the  o ther  schoo ls  tha t  you 've

at tended.  You 've  come to  UTEP,  and you 've  gone to  the  Un ivers i ty  o f

Co lorado.  What  o ther  p laces  d id  you ment ion?

Unjvers idad Ibero-Amer icana in  Mdx ico  C i ty .

Why have you been in al l  these di f ferent places?

Through federal  grants,  loans for minor i t ies,  through the Upward Bound

Program.  I  d idn ' t  have the  money to  a t tend.  I f  i t  weren ' t  fo r  them,

I  p robab ly  wou ldn ' t  be  in  co l lege r igh t  now.
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Are you enrol led at  UTEP now?

Yes .

[, ' I i th the Upward Bound Program?

No. I  stopped with the Upward Bound Program in the Summer of  1972,

S ince  then I ' ve  been on  my own.

Are you a part- t ime student?

I  was ,  bu t  I  w i l l  be  a  fu l l - t ime s tudent  th is  semester .

And what 's  your  c lass i f i ca t ion  r igh t  now?

Jun io r .

What 's  your  ma jor?

Ch icano  S tud ies .

You need a  doub le  major  i f  you ' re  in  tha t .  What 's  the  o ther?

Soc i o1 ogy.

What do you hope to do eventual  1y?

I 'm s t i l l  undec ided .  There 's  so  many  oppor tun i t i es  tha t  I ' ve  been  look -

ing ' in to ,  such  as  be ing  a  soc ia l  worker ,  an  admin is t ra to r ,  d  l i b ra r iano

a tutor.

I want to thank you very much for taking the time to come over here and

prov id ing  the  Ins t i tu te  w i th  a  very ,  very  in te res t ing  in te rv iew.

Thank you.
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