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B ICENTENN IAL

M:  Th is  i s  an  0ra l  H ' i s to ry  in te rv iew w i th  Congressman Manue l  Lu j t 'n ,  J r .

o f  the  F i rs t  D is t r i c t  in  New Mex ico ;  Wash ing ton ,  D.C. ,  the  23rd  o f

October,  1975. Conduct ing the interview is 0scar Mart i iez f rom the

Univers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso.

First ,  Congressman, could you te ' l l  me where and when you were born,  s i r?

L :  I  was  born  May 12 ,1928 in  a  l i t t le  fa rm near  the  Ind ian  pueb lo  o f

San I l .defonso in New lv lexico;  i t 's  in Santa Fe county just  about 20

mi les  nor th  o f  Santa  Fe.

M:  cou ld  you g ive  me a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  background on  your  paren ts  and your

grandparen ts ?

L: Yes. My grandfather 's name was Mart i 'n Luj in;  my grandmother was

Zenaida SJnchez LujJn.  My grandfather was always a farmer,  but  at

the farm he had a l i t t le grocery store and mi l l  [where]  he would

gr ind up products for  the neighbor ing farmers.  I  a lways think of

h im as  a  very  in te l l igen t  type  o f  person,  espec ia l l y  w i th  numbers

and tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  I  ment ion  tha t  because tha t ' s  rea l l y  my

bag- - the  numbers  bus iness- -budgets ,  and tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  I f  you

want to t race that sort  of  th ing.  Iv ly mother was very much that way.

My father 's name, of  course, is Manuel Luja 'n and my mother was

Lorenzi ta Romero Lui fn.  Both [were]  born and raised in the same general

area--my father in the same farm where I  was born in San I ldefonso;

my mother in Santa Fe. They were both school teachers. My father

was schoo' l  super intendent and mayor of  the town; [he]  started his
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own insurance business years later.  My mother was a school  teacher

in her ear ' ly  days when they were f i rst  marr ied.  She later ran for

County Clerk in Santa Fe County and was elected- [She] served a

couple of  terms. The whole fami ly has a ' lways been in the business

community and in the pol i t ical  community.  My father,  for  example,

in  add i t ion  to  the  e lec t i ve  o f f i ces  he  he ld ,  ran  fo r  the  Governor

of  the state of  New Mexico in I94B and lost .  [He] had run for

Congress  in  
. |944 

and los t .  [He]  was  Commiss ioner  o f  the  Bureau o f

Revenue wh ich  is  respons ib le  fo r  co l lec t ing  a1 l  the  s ta te  taxes .  My

bro thers - in - law have served in  C i ty  Counc i l s  and tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .

Do you want  schoo l ing  and a l l  o f  tha t ,  as  fa r  as  tha t  i s  concerned?

Go ahead,  J€s .

I  a t tended,  as  d ' id  a l l  the  male  members  o f  the  fami ly ,  S t .  M ichae ls

High  Schoo l  and graduated  f rom St .  M ichae ls  Co l lege,  so  tha t  the

f i rst  7 years of  my school ing were with the nuns in Our Lady of

Guadalupe School .  From then on my ent i re high school  and co' l1ege

career was with the Chr ist ian Brothers.  I  then entered the in-

surance bus iness  w i th  my fa ther  and was in  the  insurance bus iness

unt i l  I  ran for  Congress, and st i l l  am.

M:  I 'm cur ious  i f  your  fami ly  da tes  back  to  the  or ig ina l  se t t le rs  o f

New Mexico?

L: I  would imagine so. As a matter of  fact ,  Father Angdl ico Cha/vez,

a  Franc iscan f r ia r ,  has  done tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  We 've  never  been

too concerned with that .  I  do know that my great-grandfather,  whose

name was Pedro Luj in,  was farming in Los Alamos. The reason I  happen

to  know tha t  i s  because wh i le  bu i ld ing  the  road up  to  Los  A lamos,

a  bou lder  fe l l  on  h im and  k i l l ed  h im,  and  i t ' s  a  s to ry  jn  the  fami l y .
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I ' ve  neve r  t aken  the  t roub le ,  no r  has  anyone  in  the  fam i l y , t o  rea l l y

M :

research  i t .  I t  hasn ' t  been tha t  impor tan t  to  my l i fe .

Some New Mex icans  are  qu i te  concerned about  t rac ing  the i r ' l i neage

back then, and they are very proud of  that .  There is in New Mexico

a tendency on the part  of  some to stress that they are Spanish Americans

rather than Mex' ican Americans. Do you have any feel ings about that?

Yes. That 's very typical  to the northern part  of  the state.  The

northern part  remained very isolated from the rest  of  the wor ld for

centur ies ,  as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t .  F rom a  po l i t i ca l  s tandpo in t ,  as  a

mat te r  o f  fac t ,  the  te rmino logy  tha t  you  use is  "Span ish  Amer ican. "

There is that  same dist inct ion drawn, al though we were al l  f rom Mdxico

because we were  under  Mex ican ru le  fo r  a  long t ime.  But  there  is  a

b lend ing  sor t  o f  th ing  in  nor thern  New Mex ico  tha t  you  rea11y don ' t

f ind  anywhere  e lse- - rea l l y  a  t rue  b lend ing  o f  d i f fe ren t  cu l tu res :

the  Ind ian ,  the  Ang1o,  and the  Span ish .  Po l i t i ca l l y ,  you  know,  we

don ' t  use  the  word  "Ch icano. "  That ' s  bad.  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,

to  mlsg . l I  i t ' s  a  l i t t le  o f fens ive  because they  used to  ca l l  us

"ch icas  pa tas"  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t  as  someth ing  o f  a  pu t -down.

I  consider that ,  a l though in recent years the word has come into

common usage.  But  when I  was  growing  up ,  i t  wasn ' t .  I t  was  no t

compl imentary.

Then you did hear i t  used when you were growing up?

0h yes ,  bu t  "no  seas  ch /cano. "

What  d id  tha t  mean?

Wel l ,  they 'd  use  tha t  word ,  and "ch icas  pa tas"  a lso ,

person,  p robab ly  in  s ta tu re  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .

tha t  t jme i t  meant  "Ac t  l i ke  a  man,  don ' t  ac t  l i ke  a

wou ld  be  the  same usaqe o f  the  word .  I  th ink  tha t ' s

mean ing  a  sma l l

And maybe at

ton to" - - i t

L :

M :

L :

M :

L :

probably why
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i t ' s  resented  in  New Mex ico .  The o ther  th ing  I  was  go ing  to  te l l

you  is  tha t  the  b lend ing  o f  the  cu l tu re  tha t  we keep ta lk ing  about ,

I  can  probab ly  bes t  i l l us t ra te  i t  by  us ing  an  example  o f  what

happened in  a  Santa  Fe C i ty  e lec t ion  one t ime,  I t ' s  k ind  o f  cus tom.

I f  you '11  see  our  Congress iona l  de lega t ' i on ,  the re 's  usua l l y  a

Montoya in  the  House,  a  Lu ja6 ,  and then Runne ls .  So i t ' s  a ]ways .beena 50-50

one t imesort  of  deal  and kind of  lef i  aTone.-T that k ind of  r f iA was violated

in the Santa Fe City elect ionn where a lady by the name of Grace

Gut idrrez was runn' ing on the Republ ican t icket and Ramo'6 Ar ias fwas

running] on the Democrat ic t icket .  There were two Anglos running

against  them. So Mrs.  Gut ie?rez and Mr.  Ar ias were both elected on

d i f fe ren t  par t ies .  The nex t  e lec t ion ,  the  an t i -musc le  was fe l t  and

the  Span ish  cand ida tes  were  de fea ted .  So we k ind  o f  leave th ings

a lone and work  i t  ou t .

M:  I 'm cur ious  to  know what  in f luences  you remember  tha t  your  paren ts

had on  you dur ing  your  youth .

L:  My father and mother were both very re ' l ig ious.  My father just  d ied

jn June, but even in May when I  went to see him, I 'd get the normal

mora l  lec tu re  about  w ' ine ,  women and song,  money go t ten  by  i l f i c t

means, or whatever.  That has a lot  t0 do fwi th i t ] .  I  do remember

one  ins tance  ( rea l l y  look ing  back)  [ tha t  was ]  rea l1y  a  g rea t ' i n f luence .

I  had jus t  go t ten  ou t  o f  co l lege;  I  was  mak ing  $235 a  month  draw on

the  insurance.  I  was  beg inn ing  in  the  insurance bus iness  a t  tha t

t ime. And the t ime came for my wife to have the f i rst  baby. I  took

her  to  the  hosp j ta l ,  no t  knowing how much i t  was  go ing  to  cos t  [and]

not having any moneyn obviously.  So a man by the name of f i lemdn

Mart i /nez came in one t ime and he saidn "You've always been in the
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automobi le  and f i re  insurance bus iness ;  le t ' s  go  ou t  and t ra in  you

in  the  l i fe  insurance bus iness- "  So we went  ou t .  I  p rov ided the

leads  and he  d id  the  ta lk ing .  The upshot  o f  the  who le  th ing  is

that under normal c i rcumstances, you sel l  a pol icy,  you send the

money into the company, the company then sends you a check for your

commiss ion  a t  the  end  o f  the  month .  Bu t  he  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I ' l l  ad -

vance you your  ha l f  o f  the  commiss ion  and I ' l l  wa i t  fo r  mine . "  So

he gave me $. |39.  That was 4yhal f  of  the commiss' ion for  that

po l i cy  tha t  we had so ld .  I  wa lked in to  the  hosp i ta l  a f te r  I 'd  le f t

h im to  go  ge t  my w i fe ,  and the  b i l l  was  $ . |39 .  That  has  molded me

to  the  po in t  where  I 'm no t  up t igh t  about  whether  I  w in  an  e lec t ion

or  lose  an  e lec t ion .  I t  g ives  me a  cer ta in  independenceo and in

my bus iness  a lso- - I  know tha t  someth ing  is  coming,  someth ing  w i l l

happen;  and there 's  a  Greater  Hand gu id ing  us .  I  th ink  tha t

probab ly  has  had the  b igges t  in f luence as  fa r  as  I 'm concerned- - ius t

tha t  one happen ing .

I 'm cur ious  here  i f  those $ . l39- -a re  you say ing  tha t  tha t  was  co inc i -

dental  or  d id th is man know beforehand?

No,  he  d idn ' t  know,  because  I  d idn r t  know.  What  I rm say ing  i s  tha t

i t  coul_d be a coincidence; but I  choolse to th ink that  somehow

this man was directed to come to Santb Fe, to come to me, and go out

and se l l ,  and  th is  [o ther ]  guy  to  buy .  Too many th ings  had to  fa l l

in  p lace ;  and tha t  $ . |39  was there .  I  suppose i t  t rans la tes  i t se l f

in to  "You do  the  bes t  you  can a l l  the  way a longo bu t  God w i l l  be

there  to  lend you a  he lp ing  hand and inake i t  come out . "

I  see .  Th is  i s  what  I  wanted  to  c la r i f l y  in  Uy .mind  as  opposed to

the  mora l  t ra in ing- - to  separa te  i t  f r lm th is  par t i cu la r  inc ident

invo lv ing  some k ind  o f  a  b r ibe  on  the  par t  o f  th js  ind iv idua l .  That
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has noth ing to  do wi th  i t?

0h no. I t  was work,  you know. I  had to go out and f ind the customers.

But th in.qs broke;and too many things had to break in the r ight  way,

which I  had no control  over but which I  had to pursue. And once I

pursued them,  why then,  God was lend ing  a  he lp ing  hand.

I t  was extraordinary that  i t  was the Bxact amount that  you needed.

Siro can you remember what you wante( to become when you grew up; when

you were a youth?

L:  Wel l ,  I  a lways  knew tha t  I  wou ld  go  in to  the  insurance bus iness .

My father had a smal l  agency, and when I  was in the 8th grade I

wou ld  work  in  h is  o f f i ce  a f te r  schoo l  to  go  co l lec t  b i l l s  o r  de ' l i ve r

po f  i c ies .  So,  I  knew.  I  never  thou lh t  o f  any th ing .  A t  one t ime

I thought that  I  might want to be a lawyer;  but  then i t  was in my

jun io r  year  o f  co ' l1ege tha t  I  go t  marJr ied  and f ina l l y  f in ished,  go t

nty BA degree, and had to at tend to the business of  providing for

my fami ly.  So that the law degree just  went f ly ing elsewhere. In

the back of  rny mind I  st i l l  wonder sdmet imes whether I  would have

been a lot  bet ter  of f  to have gone into 1aw. I 'd have probably made

more  money in  the  f ina l  ana lys is .  But  I  s tayed w i th  the  insurance

bus iness  and i t ' s  p rov ided a  very  co( fo r tab le  l i v ing  f ,o r  us .

Can you recal l  any other author i ty f igures who had an inf luence on

you, aside from your immediate fami l j?

Probably as a group, i t  was the Chr idt ian Brothersn who were tough.

I  cons ider  myse l f  qu i te  conserva t ive .  I 'm sympathet ic  to  peop le  who

canngt  do  th ings  fo r  themse lves ;  bu t  by  and ' la rge ,  ' i f  you  can,  then

go ahead and do  i t .  I  a lso  th ink  tha t ' s  re f lec ted  in  the  k ind  o f

work that  I  do,  because peop' le come !o me with problems of  th is k ind

or another;  and I  look at  my job as dpening a door for  someone who

M:
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can' t  open the door themselves. But ]af ter  tha

move.  Aga in ,  I  th ink  these Bro thers ,  a t  the  t

to school ,  were tough Frenchmen and niade you k

extent.  I  th ink as a group they were probably

mold ing  me.  A lso ,  the  o ther  s ide  o f  i t ,  where

bi l i ty  to open that door,  h,as Rrobably the nei

up in--some of whom could open their  owl doors

because they dropped out of  school  in the s jxt

than you cou ld  then w i th  a  l i t t le  Oo ls t l .  I 'm

t ion where I  can do that sort  of  th i r lq.  So p

i tse l f  was  another  in f luence.

r i ch .  I  knew a t  tha t  t ime tha t  my f

in  the  insurance bus iness .  There  we

weren ' t  r i chr .  Our  house was no  d i f

weren ' t  poor  e i ther ,  because we a te

as most everybody around the neighbo

I  cons idered myse l f  jus t  l i ke  anyb

Wj th in  tha t  se t t ing  there  was a  m ' idd

But  even w i th in  schoo l .  I  never  had

I  th ink  tha t ' s  typ ica l  o f  k ids  g rowi

because o f  what  you hear  on  te lev is i

i t ' s  up  to  them to

me that I  was going

uckle down to some

very instrumental  in

I  f i nd  i t  a  respons i -

rhood where we grew

but some of whom,

grade and-started

o advance.  Th ings  are

as ie r  today ,  I  th ink

or tuna te  I 'm  in  a  pos i -

bab ly  the  ne ighborhood

d id  you cons ider

did you perceive

k ing  $ . |50  a  month

and so I knew we

anybody e l  se 's .  We

We had a  l i t t le  fa rm

I  suppose  midd le - -

sc ious  fee f  ing .  But

today  [ i t ' s ]  no t ,

and  a l l  o f  tha t .

M: P,  wha

? whe

r was

I  k ids

t  than

r i  gh t .

d id .

se .

I  ass .

lass  c

rad

I t  never occurred to me at  the t ime; b t  I  ook i g back ,  we weren ' t

M:

L :

e

a

g

n

But in those days, we were an avera i1y  i Santa Fe. I t  now
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of  fac t ,  du r ing  the  30 's ,  the  gove

marg ina l  lands  in  o rder  to  g ive  them

t hose  happened  to  be  ou r  l i t t l e  f a rm n

And not  more than two monthS dQor one

commit tee on Indian Affairs was desor i

used to  l i ve  and own these marq ina l  lan

for  a  1 iv ' ing  and under  d i re  c i rcumstanc

d id  them a  favor  by  buy ing  th is  land fo

I  never considered mysel  f  [ to be that

ourse lves ,  o r  the  peop le  tha t  I  knew,

S i r ,  cou ld  you te11 me what  events  o r

mind from your elementary through high

L: No, not real ' ly .  I  do remember [some] d

to  schoo l  I  wasn ' t  sure  whether  I  wou ld

stomach aches sometimes-- i t  was probabl

happens to be the Model Ci ty 's

"Wel  I  ,  we d jdn ' t  rea l  j  ze  tha t

P in to  beans?

Yes .  Th ings  I  i ke  tha t .  I  don ' t

look  back  and say ,

d  o f f ] .  "  As  a  mat te r

t they  ca l led  some

t r ibes .  One o f

I lde fonso pueb lo .

ian

n

M:

nei ghho

we werq l lv  I

took

the I

r  the

f  the

ng the

sas j

s ;  and

the I

vl .  I

tha t

c  ident

chool

ys  i t

. I

9ds ,

r1 enc

1

't

rs on the Sub-

type of peopl e that

s t  bare ly  sc ra tch ing

the government real  1y

ians  and  so  on .  Bu t

coul  d hard' ly recoqn i  ze

ind  o f  a  descr ip t jon .

s tand ou t  in  your

no di f ferent than anybody else.  Our d

because we used to grow them on the fh

standing events when I  was growing

Any reco l lec t ions  o f  e thn ic  re la ted

No.  None  a t  a l l .  There  never  was

Cr-im j nat j o-n . f frere wasJ onl y one

cons ide red  a  d i sc r im ina t i on  so r t  o f

rs  par t i cu l  a r ly?

make i

t  cons

s  so  co ld  tha t  wa lk inq

home. But that  was

'l s ted  main ly  o f  beans

r gett ' ing terr i  f  i  c

t  I  d idn ' t  know.

any  rea1,  rea l  ou t -

race o

i n  a l l

g ,  ano

in  schoo l  ?

h in t  o f  any  t ype  o f  d i s -

of  my I  i fe  that  I  ever

I  was real1y wel l  i ' to  t le  insurance

M:

t .

M:

I

rea' l i lV

up.

CX

any

t ipe

th i
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bus iness .  I

t ' t  .

M:

L :

bus' iness.  As a matter of  fact ,  the man had be

Amer ica .  So when I  went  to  so l i c i t  h is  insura

that I  could do a better job than the guy who

cou ld  land i t  un t i l  much,  much la te r  on  when I

w i th  tha t  ind iv idua l .  I  asked  h im one  t ime,  ' '

af ter  you on your insurance account and never

a  puzz le  to  me. "  And he  sa id ,  " I  d idn ' t  th ink

enough  to  hand le  i t . "  Now,  he  d idn ' t  r l a1 ly  t
L

ethn ic  sor t  o f  th ing ,  bu t  i  qa thered t f r [ t  i t  w

in  my own mind.  But  tha t ' s  the  on ly  t i fne  tha t

because of  background or name or whatev[r ,  tha

some reservat ions.  But by that  t ime I  
[ ,vas 

a1r

When d id  you become a  po l i t i ca l l y  aware  person

Wel l ,  awareness  in  po l  i t i cs  i s  a  q row ' inp  th inS

been in te res ted  in  any  k ind  o f  po f  i t i cs .  As  I

was a candidate for  Governor.  I  was 
' lBlVears

ran for Congress, I  was probably 12 or [4 year

days my mother was running for County Clerk.

was elected Mayor of  Santa Fe, but pr ior  to th

Schoo l  Super in tendent .

Who was h is  successor?

A Repub l i can .  So  a l l  my  l i f e  I ' ve had  an  i n te

an  o f f i ce ,

myse' l f  leaving Santa Fe. I  thought tha[  I  wou

in  the  insurance bus iness .  But  in  
. |966 

I  le f t

thought that  I  would never run for

account .  I  was

s in that  type of

brought up in South

e account,  I  knew

i t ,  bu t  [ I ]  never

became more friend'ly

or  years  I ' ve  been

s  ab le  to .  Why?  I t ' s

you were capable

l l  me tha t  i t  was  an

s; or maybe [ i t  was]

I  have ever fe l  t  that

someone might have had

a grown man.

Congressman LujJn?

A l l  my  l i f e  I ' ve

told you, my father

ld  then.  When he

o ld ;  and  dur ing  those

was 14 when my dad

t he had been County

s t  in  i t .  I  a lways

ough.  I  never  imag ' ined

d always be there

Santa Fe. My brother
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M:

and I ,  two bro thers - in - law,  my s is te r  and my d

Santa Fe, a town of  about 30,000 at  that  t ime.

" l , ' l e l l ,  why  don ' t  we  open  an  o f f i ce  i n  A lbuque

was a town of  a  quar ter  o f  a  mi l l ion then,  th i

oppor tun i t ies  there.  Wel1,  nobody ever  wanted

1965 they sa id ,  "0K.  When are you gojno?"  We

i t  that  way, but I  went.  I  had made a race o

Senator  in  Santa  Fe Countyo  and I  los t ;  bu t  i t

A l though,  as  i t  ge ts  c loser  to  e lec t ion  you th

Santa Fe is total ly Democrat ic and you have no

only reason that I  ran was because at  5:00 I

and they needed somebody to run for the Senate

for the House. Another guy was standing there

f i le  fo r  the  Senate ,  I ' l l  f i l e  fo r  the  House j

the  t i cke t  b lank . "  I t  cos t  on ly  $ ]0  to  f i l e ,

Then I  moved to Albuquerque and I  became the

Cha i rman- - the  prev ious  V ice-Cha i rman res igned.

in to  runn ing  fo r  the  Congress .  I t  k ind  o f  bec

though I  was  on ly  two years  in  the  bus iness  in

to  inc rease i t ;  bu t  I  ran .  And here  I  am.

You were the f i rst  Republ ican to be elected to

t ives for  New Mexico in 46 years.  How do you

as  a  Repub l  i can?

Wel l ,  a  lo t  o f  th ings  happened.  I  happened to

f i t  into the square hole or the round peg that

ho le .  Severa l  fac to rs :  One,  i t  was  the  f i rs t

were div ided. I t  used to be a state-wide race

fwere]  a1 l  in

i  a lways f igured,

ue?"  because A lbuquerque

k ing  there 's  more

to .  F ina l  l y  i n

l ,  I  never  in tended

time for State

was  no  b ig  dea l .

nk  you migh t  w in ;  bu t

chance o f  w inn ing .  The

s  a t  the  Cour t  House,

and somebody to run

and says ,  " I f  you

s t  so  you don ' t  leave

o  tha t ' s  wha t  we  d id .

pub l i can  Sta te  V ice-

Then I was tal ked

a cha l  1  enge,  even

1 buquerque and needed

the Houseof Representa-

your  e lec t ion

be the square peg that

f i t  into the round

t ime tha t  the  d is t r i c ts

So i t  was  d iv ided

ount for

L :
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t  I  and the southern

s iness  in  San ta  Fe ,

travel  around the

I amos and Espafrol a and

s ing .  I  a l so  had  my

ly  I  moved into the

s t  popu lous  area ,

ned. So we had an

d id  rad ' i o  and  t e l ev i s i on

po1  i t i cs - - the  name

l ex ion  in  the

sh-speak ing ,  and my

as fbe' ing]  very honest

northern part

ra t .  Be ing  a

is  bas ica l l y  Re-

l l  o f  these  th ings

I t  has  no th ing  to

r than I had to work

th ing .  Bu t  a l l  o f

to  f i t ,  w i thou t

e thn ic  and  in

over  Repub l  i can .

Ind ian ,  and  abou t

s  an  in f luence

where the northern part  of  Santa Fe was Distr i

par t  was  D is t r i c t  2 .  I  was  in  the  insurance b

and born  and ra ised there ;  so  w i th  tha t  I  wou l

immediate area there which happened to be Los

Santa  Fe,  in  rny  bus iness .  We d id  rad io  adver t

bus iness  in  A lbuquerque by  tha t  t ime.  For tuna

Nor theas t  He igh ts  in  A lbuquerque wh ich  is  the

not  th ink ing  any th ing  o f  po l i t i cs - - i t  jus t  hap

off ice in Albuquerque and one in Santa Fe. We

advert is ing;  my father had been vgry act ive in

j 'Manuel Lujah" was wel I  known. The pol  r ' t ical

nor thern  par t ,  o ther  than A lbuquerque,  l ' s  Span

fa ther  had a  very  good reputa t ion  a l l  h is  l i fe

and tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  So tha t  he lped me in

amongst the Spanish peop' le who are pr imari ly

Repub l ican ,  the  Nor theas t  He igh ts  o f  A ' lbuquerq

pub l ican ,  so  I  cou ld  qa ther  tha t  suppor t .  So

combined are  rea l1y  the  th inq  tha t  e lec ted  me.

do  w i th  Manue l  Lu j /n ,  J r .  as  an  ind iv idua l ,  o t

fo r  i t .  I  went  house to  house and th is  sor t  o

these things were in my background [and] happe

even knowing the  D is t r i c t  was  made fo r  i t .

What  i s  the  compos i t ion  o f  your  cons t i tuency  i

party registrat ion terms?

L:  Par ty  reg is t ra t ion  is  about  2  1 /2  to  1  Democra

Ethn ic  i s  about  40% Span ish-speak ing ,  about  1

50% Ang1o.  One o ther  th ing  tha t  comes to  mind

now tha t  I ' ve  ment ioned e thn ic  compos i t i .on  [ ' i s

M:

that l  my wife is
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not Spanish--her name was Couchman.

By the t ime I  ran,  I  had been marr ied

the  Mex ican f lag  and run  w i th  i t ,  i f

because there 'd  be  conf l i c ts  in  the  f

mine, Ben Ortega. When somebody was

those qr ingos . "  And Ben sa id ,  "Now

about  my w i fe  and my ch i ld ren . "  So

th ing  o f f .  A lso ,  i n  the  sa les  bus ine

offend anyone because tomorrow [tfrat

may be in the market for  insurance. I

of  go to mol d you.

During your youth,  Congressman, what d

order to succeed in the goals that  you

' ingred ien ts  d id  you cons ider  impor tan t

I t  never occurred to me. As a matter

was going to school  my main preoccupat

12

rr ied 27 years now.

So I  cou ' ldn ' t  take

t I  mean by that,

I l i ke  a  f r i end  o f

he  sa id ,  "0hh i  m,

M:

t .

enough so  tha t  I  wou ldn ' t  ge t  he l l  wh

the  th i 'nq .  I  was  never  a  par t i cu la r ly

D 's ;  tha t  was  f ine  as  fa r  as  I  was  con

in  any th ing .  But  I  made sure  tha t  I  d

cu la r l y  wan t  a  D .  Bu t ,  I  took  th ings

M: In  look ing  back  a t  the  record  o f  ac

L :

Spanish American or Mexican American h

your  fee l ings  about  the  leve l  o f  ach ie

the  var ious  ins t i tu t ions  o f  New Mex ico

Wel l ,  l ook ing  a t  who 's  where  in  New Me

.  You ' re  ta l k inq

tends to balance the

' t  i n ten t iona l l y

buy  a  car  and [he ]

o f  those th ings  k ind

you needed to do in

r  yoursel  f? What

ach ieve  those goa ls?

I  of  the t ime that I

t  I  make grades good

.  Tha t  was  bas ica l l y

t - -C 's  and  B 's  and

never str ived for an A

F and  d idn ' t  pa r t i -

h as they came I  guess.

mong people of  the

New Mexico, what are

ughout  the  soc ie ty  in

've  been

years.

know

l ly.  I

n t  th

Senator and we've always had Dennis vez and

ve Joe

tavi  ano

ico--we Montoya as a

Laraso lo .  In

Congressman,the present s i tuat ion we have Senator toya, l f  as
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of the "Buddy System"; when you think an  ap

tha t  needs  to  be  made,  you 'd  th ink  a

so ,  in  New Mex ico ,  I  th ink  tha t  the

i t  i s  the  ass im i la t ion  o f  the  va r ious ul  tures,

Jerry Apodaca as the Governor. Even

Sam Montoya has been on the Supreme

Just ice of  the Supreme Court .  The St

Lucero-- just  a l  I  the way down the I  i

i  s  recogn i  zed. A' l  though I  wi  I  1 say

is  p robab ly  in  every  ind iv idua l  a  ce

someone el se for whatever the reason

Angeles or in South Texas where there

that lhat  mental  at t ' i tude perhaps has

You ' re  imp ly ing ,  then ,  tha t  ou ts ide  o f

Los  Ange les  and Texas- - the  a t t i tudes  o

0h by  fa r .  I  persona l ly  th ink  tha t

Los  Ange les ,  fo r  example ,  i s  tha t  i f

a  good fa rmhand.  I  th ink  tha t  tha t ' s

t he re .

Would you consider  that  as the pr imary

berto S{ z  i s  the  Archb ishop.

r t ,  Dav i Ch{vez has been Chief

te Land

.  I  rh i

ss ioner  i s  Ph i l

that the way to descri  be

where ind iv idua ' l  ab i l i t y

i  s :  whe r  we l i ke  i t  o r  no t ,  there

in feel  i

y  be .  I

o f  p re jud ice  aga ins t

th ink  i t ' s  mos t l y  k ind

intment or somethinq

t the le that  you know. And

son that have been abl e to

bar r ie rs  do  no t  ex is t

someth ing  e lse  tha t

f rom Texas  or  Ca l i fo rn ia .

you f ind  a  Span ish-

usua l ly  t race  tha t

i l i es  o r  someth ing

re;  that  you can

to what i m igh t  be  in  Los

s the ex pre jud ice .  I  th ink

h todo

ach ieve  those pos i t ions  is  because pe ps thos

to  a l low you to  move fo rward .  I ' l l  a l

I  f i nd  tha t  usua l l y  i s  qu i te  o f fens ive

You go in to  these o f f i ces  or  bus inesse

speaking person at  the head of  the th i

tel I

to peopl

,  and

they were born and raised in New Mexi

gyouc

- - the i  r

ex i  s tsI i ke that . Maybe i t '  s the examp'le tha

make i t ,  tha t  i t  i s  poss ib le ,  con t ra ry

M:

L :

New Mexic

d i  sc r im i

at t i  tude

u educate

ind  o f  th

w i th  i t .

- -and you ment ioned

at ion  are  more  preva len t .

in South Texas and

a Mexican you ruin

preva len t  a t t i tude

M: factor wh there has been a
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higher record of  achievement in the s

Yes ,  I  rea l l y  do .  I  w i l l  a l so  te l l

a  l i t t le  a rea  c lose  to  town ca l led  Ma

professionals coming from Mart i 'nez T

neighborhoods. Mart i 'nez Town is c l

jus t  go ing  in to  the  downtown area ,  go i

to  dea l  w i th  the  in te r - re la t ' ionsh ip  w i

do  w i th  why the  propor t ion  is  b igger

word  "ass imi la t ion"  means to  each one

ing  together  w i thout  recogn iz ing  the  d

M: How do you feel  about retaininq the S

Mex ican her i tage,  and how do you app ly

I do probably more for myself, for my

ment  o f  l i fe  and those th ings .  What  I

into northern New Mexico; I  enjoy the

tha t  hav ing  had tha t  her i tage jus t  add

l i fe ,  jus t  because I  can  speak  Span ish

speaking Republ ican in the House of  Re

oppor tun i ty  to  v is i t ,  on  beha l f  o f  the

to  say .  I  sa ' id ,  "But  I  don ' t  want  you

the  same cus toms,  the  same language,  a

rsonal le  o f  l i fe  and en joy-

Mex i co?

n A' lbuquerque there i  s

.  The proport ion of

igher than the other

;  and I  th ' ink that

b ig  s to res  and hav ing

has  a  b ig  th ing  to

' t  know what  the

to me i t  means work-

dg€ ,  Span ish  Amer i can /

tudes in  your  own fami ly?

at  I  en joy  go ing  up

the  songs .  I  th ink

imension to my own

I 'm the  on ly  Span ish -

ng there was a cocktai l

v is ' i t ing  there ,  and

rsa t ion  he  sa id ,

sa id ,  "Yes ,  bu t  I  don ' t

th inq that I  wanted

that al  though we have

sor t  o f  th ing ,  I  am

the House o f  Representa t iveso La t in r l can  c

very wel l  one economic meet ' ing in  Car

persona' l  accompl ishment  on behal f  o f

sentat i o I  have had the

Pres i  den at that  t ime for

tr ies.  I  remember

as,  Vene l a ,  tha t  to  me i s  a

Un i ted tes.  We had been

te of

th i s :

lnez  I

i s  much

to downt

g  in to  t

peopl  e

re .  I

f  us ,  bu

fference

n ish  lan

these at

mean i s

ancheras

another

Becau

s . "  So  I

to forge

I  o f  th i

in meet ings on Monday and Tuesday. Tu sday even

party and buffet  and that sort  of  th i .We

the guy from Ecuador came up and dur in the co

"Este Luja 'n,  dste,  s i ,  es uno de noso

want  to  mis lead you.  "  I  was  lead ' ing rds
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here to represent the interests of  th

a representat ive of  the interests of

in te res ts  a re  you ta lk ing  about?"  I f  the  th ings ,

I ' l l  be  ve ry  hones t  w i th  you  (and  we ' r !  ta ' l k ing  l i n  Span ish  a l l  th j s

t ime) ,  i s  tha t  I  s i t  the re  and  you  k

the United States ought to do. I  s i t  back ther{  and I  wonder when

we ' re  go ing  to  ge t  to  ta lk ing  about  wh[ t  the  in {eres ts  o f  the  Un i ted

Sta tes  are ,  no t  jus t  todo para  aca . "

about?"  I  sa id ,  " l ^ le l I ,  fo r  example ,

e  sa id ,

r i ty of  the Uni ted

States is very important as far  as Lat l in Americal  is  concerned. We

want good fr iends and al l  of  that  so that we're lmore secure.  l , r le need

to do business back and forth.  I  can Understandl  that  i f  we have an

open communi ty  o f  a l l  o f  the  western  hpmisphere , l  we ' ' l l  be  too  b ig  and

overtake the thing; I  th jnk morg exchairge-- tour i ls ts--encourage that.
I

I f  you guys want to t ravel ,  why go to furope? W to the United States."

Anyway, we got ta lk ing about those thir f lgs.  The frext  morning the meet ing
I

opens up  and th is  guy  ge ts  up  and he  s fVs  in  Spah ish ,  "Mr .Pres ident ,  we 've
i

been si t t inq here for  two days and we' fe been tai lk ing about what may be

some o f  the  respons ib i l i t i es  o f  the  Unf ted  Sta tes  towards  La t ' in  Amer ica .

M' ight  we this morning devote the mornir f rg to the piscussion of  the Uni ted

States'  interests as far  as Lat in Amer

the  sub jec t  fo r  tha t  morn ing .  I  th ink

ab le  to  speak  the  language,  because o f

ca is concerned?" And that was

that [came about]  because I  was

her i tage.  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  somebodye l  se

th isget that  across to th is guy, therefore

meet i  ng .

I  f ind  tha t  very  in te res t ing  and s ign i f i can t .

re la ted  ques t ion  about  U.S.  po l i cy  tow4rd  La t in

Americans themselves perceive the Unit$d States

the commohness of  1 anguage and

coul  d have been

guy  d iscussed  i t

ab le  to  rea l l y

in  the

I l 'd 1 i  ke
I

Ameri ca

to have

to ask you a

and what  La t in

in  m ind  in
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those relat ions.  One always hears f reduent at tacks towards U.S.

imper ia l i sm and the  ac t ions  o f  o rgan izq t ions  l i ke  the  C- I -A-

min ing  governments  there ,  and in  pursu fng  po l i c ies  tha t  they

to  be  exp lo i ta t i ve  th rough the  mul t i -nd t iona l  corpora t ions ,

are your opinions un these matters?

in  undo l  -

perce i ve

e tc .  What

L :  I  th ink  most  o f  those th ings  tha t  you  l i rear  pub l i c ly  a re  po ' l i t i ca l  in

na ture .  The po l i t i ca l  leaders  hav-e  to  say  someth ing  aga ins t  the  b ig

treighbor.  You k,1c,w, i t 's  not  very popul  ar .  I  remember when I  I  ived

in  Santa  Fe,  we d idn ' t  l i ke  A ' lbuquerqu{  b . .uure  i t  was  the  b ig  c i ty

and so  on .  You take  the  r i va l r ies - -Sah Franc isco  and Los  Ange les .  I

th ink  there 's  tha t  tendency ,  even as  i r fA iv idua lsn  The b ' ig  r i ch  guy

tha t  l i ves  on  the  h i l l  i s  no t  a  ve ry  pdpu la r  guy ]  in  town.  So ,  i t ' s

a l l  r igh t  to  a t tack  h im.  0 r  we say ,  "Texas  is  sb  b ig ,  and here 's

New Mex ico  [so ]  sma l l , "  and  a l l  k inds  $ f  j okes  a fe  made abou t  i t - - "F lush

the toi let ,  Texas needs the water" ;  "Tt le Texanr io*.  over here and buy
:

up a1 l  the  good 1and. "  There 's  a  s t i c (e r  tha t  sAys ,  " I f  God wanted

Texans to  sk i  (because a  lo t  o f  Texans  come in to ,New Mex ico  to  sk i )

He 'd  have g iven them a  mounta in" - - tha t  sor t  o f  th ing ,  because the  s ize

of Texas is big compared to New Mexico.r  But I  would th ink that  the

real  fear or the resentment in Lat in America is an economic sort  of

th ing .  I t ' s  pg  env id ia ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  f rom the  ind iv idua l ,  tha t  pe r -

haps  somebody e lse  has  more .  That ' s  no t  a  very  popu lar  th ing  to  say ,

and I  wou ldn ' t  dwe l l  too  much on  tha t .  Bu t  the  fear  [ i s ]  tha t  U.S.

bus iness  in te res ts  [w i l l ]  come in  and cont ro l  SoUth  Amer ica .  And tha t ' s

a  leg i t imate  gr ipe ,  because we a l l  fee l  tha t  we don ' t  want  ou ts iders

to come in and take over our business. I  feel  that  I  probab' ly go

further in what our relat ions ought to be with Lat in American than most
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people do. Except for  the fear that

every th ing  in  South  Amer ica ,  I  th ink

You ment ioned, in your previous commen

of the Uni ted States.  How do you see

I ,  a9a in ,  th ink  tha t  fo r  Panama [ i t ' s ]

sovere ign ty .  And I  don ' t  b lame them.

count ry  I  wou ld  want  i t  back .  But  the

coun t r ies - -aga in ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  po l i t i c

the  Ph i l ipp ines ,  when we le f t  V ie tnam,

where for al  I  i  ances. "  But where'  s he

po l i t i ca l l y ;  bu t  i n  the  f i na l  ana lys is

Un i ted  Sta tes .  He 's  no t  go ing  to  go

a l l iance.  And I  th ink  tha t  what  the

is that  that  is  the most important que

or  e lse  a l l  o f  La t in  Amer ica 's  go ing

th ink  tha t  tha t ' s  mora l  suppor t  fo r  Pa

govern ing  bod ies  o f  these o ther  La t in

cerned about i t .  As far  as the relat i

and Panama, I  th ink we have to modify

17

wou ld  be  so  b ig  and gobb le  up

ought to have a pol icy of trade

the same as between the states

s iness  and  a l l  o f  th i s - - jus t

s ,  about  the  secur i ty  in te res ts

Panama quest ion?

very important--they want the

I f  some. big power was in my

rest of the South American

l .  I t ' s  i l i ke  the  Pres iden t  o f

sa id ,  "We,  may have to  look  e lse-

ing  to  gb? He was ta lk ing

h is  bes t  a l l i ance  i s  to  the

China or anyone el  se for  an

t in American leaders are saying

t ion  in  a l l  o f  La t in  Amer ica ;

tu rn  aga ins t  us .  I  rea l ' l y

ama and not real ly that  the

r ican  count r ies  a re  so  con-

nship between the United States

t .  I  th ink  we have to  keep

for the whole western hemisphere almos

here.  Forget about the whole tar i f f

have a  b ig  communal  t rade.  I  don ' t  th nk  tha t ' s  poss ib le  because o f  the

hugeness  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  bu t  I

as  poss ib le .

ld  l i ke  to  ge t  as  c lose  to  tha t

M:

L :

cont ro l  o f  i t  though.  I  th ink  i t ' s  ve important to us to keep the

cont ro l  ,  tha t  you  don ' t  have another  f

Canal  or  foreign inf luences (by that  I

re ign take-over of  the Panama

the Russ ians)  tha t  can
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stop us at  any t ime that they want to.  But I  a lso th ink that  we

ought to remove those fences that exis[  there at  the boundary.  I  have

never been there,  but i t  is  my underst [nding you can tel l  exact ' ly

where the American zone starts and endb because of  the lushness on the

one par t .  That ' s  exaggera ted ,  bu t  I 'm sure  there 's  a  de f in i te  l ine

there .  Panamanians  fshou ld ]  have more  access  in to  i t  and  tha t  sor t  o f

th ing- -more  o f  a  work ing  re la t ionsh ip  phan the  mi l i ta ry  mind  cont ro l ' l i ng

the Panama Canal.

M: Do you have any feel  ings about how the United States came to work out a

treaty wi th the Panamanian government? That is,  they always emphasize

tha t  the  U.S.  u t i l i zed  s t rong-arm tac t f i cs  to  ge t  those concess ions

there in perpetui ty.  Since there's thf l t  suspic ion of  hanky-panky from

the very beginning, they c la im that thp t reaty ought to be changed

because the concession was not obtainef l  in a fa i r  manner.  Do you have

any comments on that?

L: Yeah. We went in and invested large sirms of  money. And, of  course,

i t  was  a  cap i ta l i s t i c  v iew o f  i t .  I  f t i nd  no  fau l t  w i th  i t  i n  the  Un i ted

Sta tes  ins is t ing  a t  the  t ime,  " I f  we ' rp  go ing  to  comple te  th is  cana l

M:

then  we must  have the  cont ro l  o f  i t . "  And I  f ind  no th ing  wrong w i th

of part of

tha t  s ta te ,  spec i f i ca l l y  in  te rms o f Spani  sh-speaking communi ty

there.  Have you found i t  d i f f icul t  to represent the interests of

Span ish-speak ing  peop le ,  g iven  your  sp i l i t  cons t i tuency  and the  fac t

tha t  you ' re  in  the  minor i ty  here  in  Cof ig ress  as  a  Span ish-speak ing

Republ ican and as a Representat ive per l iod?

L:  No,  no t  a t  a l l ,  because there  are  issups  tha t  a re  pecu l ia r  to  a  g iven

region-- jobs being one of  them. So yo[r  t ry to br ing industry into a
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g iven area .  One group is  no t  go ing  to  oppose you br ing ing  in  a  p lan t

or something l ike that  because everybody's going to benef i t  f rom i t .

I  look at  i t  f rom that standpoint  rathtr  than from an ethnic standpoint .

I f  you  l i ve  in  Mora ,  fo r  example ,  wh ic f i r  i s  one o f  the  poores t  count ies

in  the  who le  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  i t  doesn ' t  make any  d i f fe rence i f  your

name is  Lu jJn  or  Smi th  o r  B iguey ,  wh ic i r  i s  an  Ind ian  name.  You ' re  in

pret ty bad circumstancesn and an ef for l t  has to be made as far  as the

area's concerned. Water is another vefy important area. But that

a f fec ts  a l l  g roups .  There  are  rea l ty  f to  i ssues  tha t  I  can  th ink  o f

where there can be that k ind of  a spl i [ , ,  except in what you might con-

s ider  rad ica l  i ssues  e i ther  to  the  le f l t  o r  to  the  r igh t .  Bu t  those

don ' t  appea l  to  me po l i t i ca l l y  any  way l ,  and I  wou ldn ' t  be  invo lved in  i t .

How do you view the Raza Unida Party,

I  look  a t  i t  as  ex t reme.  I  wou ld  tak

at any t jme. I f  they f i t ,  they f i t ;

gressman?

a look  a t  any  o f  the i r  p roposa ls

i f  they  don ' t ,  they  don ' t .  One

example ,  p robab ly ,  i s  on  immigra t ion .  I  What  a re  we go ing  to  do  about  the

i l legal  a l ien? I  feel  qui te a bi t  of  lsympathy for  the guy that has

to come over from Mdxico and work he

back  in  Mdx ico .  I  a lso  fee l  tha t  so

zens of  emp' loyment.  I  a lso feel  [we

o tough work ;  and h js  fami ly  i s

cause what we're saying is that  the Unl i ted States government,  the Just ice

Departmento has not been able to enfo a I aw that we have where you

nces .  So now they ' re  admi t t ingcan on' ly come in under certa ' in c i rc

tha t  and they ' re  say ing ,  "We1l ,  what  v {e ' re  rea l l y  go ing  to  do  is  sh i f t

tha t  respons ib i l i t y  on to  you,  the  empl loyer ;  and i f  you  don ' t  po l i ce  i t

we l l  then  you ' re  l iab le  to  go  to  ja i l  l fo r  i t  o r  su f fe r  a  f ine  or  whatever . "

I  real ' ly  be' l ieve that one of  the th in{s that  we can do is [have] the

M:

L :

coming over  depr ives  the  c i t i -

I dn rtl get at the emL] oyer ; be -

bracelq program that we used to have; l to contract ,  to br ing them over
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M:

L:

and do some of the work where you can' t ,  f ind American people to do i t .

There 's  a  lo t  o f  a reas  where  i t ' s  necessary .  I t ' s  a  d i f f i cu l t  ques t ion

to  reso lve ,  bu t  th is  g ives  you the  ph i i losophy  tha t  I  have-

Do you think La Raza Unida Party serves a purpose in the po' l i t ical  arena?

Yes.  I  th ink  tha t  rad ica l  g roups  serve  a  purpose.  I ' l l  g ive  you the

example of  the Ti jer ina movement in New Mexico, when they shot up the

Cour t  House in  T ie r ra  Amar i l la .  A l though I  to ta l l y  d isagree w i th  go ing

in  and tak ing  over  a  Cour t  House and shoot ing  i t  up  and th is  sor t  o f

th ing ,  i t  d id  po in t  ou t  the  d i re  c i rcurmstances  in  wh ich  nor thern  New

lt ' lexico found i tsel f  .  The stor ies that  then came out-- the unemploynent

prob lem and a l l  o f  th is - -opened the  door ,  in  a  way,  to  those o f  us  who

would work within the system and try t0 provide the jobs, for some

recogn i t ion  o f  tha t  p rob ' lem.  Whi le  I  d idn ' t  agree  w i th  the  ac t ion  i t -

se1 f ,  i t  d ig  in  the  f ina l  ana lys is  focus  [on ]  a  p rob lem tha t  ex is ted .

I  suppose [ in]  Crystal  Ci ty,  La Raza Unida was the most act ive of  any

p1ace.  The an t i -d isc r im ina t ion is ts  and the i r  e f fo r ts  po in t  a  need to

do someth ing  about  i t .  Whi le  I  wou ldn l t  go  to  ex t reme means to  comect

the  s i tua t ion ,  [ I  fee l ]  i t  d id  become soneth ing  tha t  was  read i l y  apparent ,

where i t  might not have been otherwise

How would one reconci le the need to ex

in which some of them have been brough

For  example ,  the  T i je r ina  issue.  0n  t

the  tac t i cs .  But  on  the  o ther  hand,

e lse  cou ld  you have brought  i t  to  the

We1 l ,  i n  tha t  case  i t ' s  ve ry  s imp le ,  b

any of  those land grant c la ims to cour

then perhaps that way we would have ex

ose these issues and the manner

to the at tent ion of  the publ  ic?

e one hand you don' t  agree with

f  they  hadn ' t  done tha to  how

t ten t ion?

cause T i je r ina 's  g roup never  took

.  Had they taken them to court ,

osed them.  There  isn ' t  the

I

T
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money to bring

the group- But

that would have

21

i t  up- -

they were

been the way

usua l  p rob lem tha t  you  have- - [ the  lack  o f ]

because there were several lawyers amongst

choosing not to br ing them to court .  And

M:

to expose them.

What about in the Chicano Movement? There have been many demonstra-

t ionso and some r iots have occumedr eVert  in the state of  New Mexico-- in

A' lbuquerque a few years ago.

But  tha t  was  no t  a  rac ia l  r io t  o f  any  k ind .  The who le  th ing  s ta r ted  [w i th ]

some smok ing  o f  mar i juana and drugs  in  a  par t i cu la r  park ;  and tha t  had

noth ing  to  do  w i th  any  rac ia l  i ssue or  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  When i t

started growing and gett ing bigger and bigger and bigger,  then is when

some of the leaders of  a l l  of  these movements came in and took credi t

for  i t .  Now that was bad, because I  got  a lot  of  let ters.  These guys

werl t  in and took credi t - - that  i t  was a Chicano Movement and al l  that

stuf f .  Af ter  that  r iot  I  got  a lot  of  real  nasty hate let ters about,  " I

w i l l  never  h i re  a  Span ish-speak ing  person aga in  because o f  th is  type

of  ac t i v i t y .  "

t , r je l l ,  other big demonstrat ions have occurred such as in Los Angeles in
. |970 

for example,  when Ruben Salazar was ki l led.  They were most ly

po l i t i ca ]1y  ins t iga ted .  How wou ld  you v iew those k inds  o f  demonst ra t ions?

I  wou l  dn ' t  suppor t  them.

That one was against  the war--morator iums against  the war.  Do you feel

that  they served a purpose? Would they serve a purpose now?

The cl  imate then was di f ferent.  I  th ink a lot  of  these groups are

used in order to promote whatever interests you want to promote. In

tha t  par t i cu la r  case,  i f  i t  was  an  an t i -war  demonst ra t ion  (as  we had

many here in Washington, the assemblying of  
. |00,000 peop' le or 200,000

peop le  to  po in t  ou t  an  an t i -war  fee l ing)  i t  i s  per fec t l y  a l l  r igh t  as

L :
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M:

long as there's not damage to property or somebody ki l led or anything

l i ke  tha t .  I  th ink  those demonst ra t ions  very  de f in i te ly  d ig  lead to

our  d isengagement  in  V ie tnam.  So I  don ' t  th ink  there 's  any th ing  wrong

wi th  tha t  so  long as  there 's  no  des t ruc t ion  o f  p roper ty  o r  k i1 ' l ing  or

hur t ing  peop le .

What do you consider to have been your big successes and setbacks up

to  th is  t ime?

I  donr t  fee l  any  grea t  success  or  any  b ig  loss  o f  any  k ind .  I  have

been moderately successful  in business and moderately successfu ' l  in

po l i t i cs ,  I  fee l .  Bu t  tha t ' s  l i f e .  P ty  ho ld ing  a  sea t  in  Congress  i s

l ike any other job.  I  just  happened to be the one selected to hold

this one. I  do batt le for  those interests in rny distr ict .  Last  week

I was in Los Alamos for a hear ing;  they're part  of  the Energy Research

and Development Administrat ion on needs of  that  community.  The next

day I  was in Espafrota on total ly di f ferent types of  needs. That happened

to be water for  the l i t t le town of  Belarde and also for  the San Juan

Indian Reservat ion.  t t r { ' tT# mysel f  more as a nuts and bol ts type of

indiv idual  rather than try ing to push some federal  program with far-

reach ing  e f fec ts .

Has your ideology changed over t ime, Congressman?

I th ink so.  I  th ink you get more pract ical .  You look at  how the system

works and how you can do your th ing wi th in the system. There are some

things that require di f ferent nethods. l , ty very basic pof i t ical  phi ' losophy

has been that the most important th ing that I  can do for th is country

is to somehow provide a job for  each head of  the household.  I f  i t 's

jus t  a  s ing le  person,  then he 's  the  head o f  h is  own househo ld .  I f

we're able to do that,  then al l  of  the problems that we speak about,

L :

M :

L :



LUJAN 23

and a l l  o f  the  soc ia l  p rob ' lems- - the  hea l th  needs  o f  th is  fami ly ,  the

hous ing  needs,  the  recrea t iona l  needsr  lou  take  the  who le  spec t rum--

can [be ]  be t te r  p rov ided i f  [ the  head o f  a  househo ld ]  has  go t  a  mean-

ing fu l  income.  My vo t inq  record  w i l l  i l l us t ra te  what  I  mean.  For

example ,  genera l l y  I  suppor t  the  Pres ident  on  most  o f  h is  ve toes ,  because

normal ly  i t l s  because o f  the  amounts  o f  money invo lved and tha t  sor t

o f  th ing .  I  vo ted  to  over r ide  h im on  what  i s  ca l led  the  Jobs  B i l l ,

to provide money for publ ic service employment.  Today we wi l l  have

the Rai l road Betterment Employment Act of  1975. I  normal ly don' t  vote

fo r  the  subs id ies  fo r  the  ra i l roads ,  and so  when I  f i r s t  took  a  look

a t  the  b i l l  I  t hough t ,  "We l l ,  he re 's  one ,  a 'no 'vo te . "  Then  I  s ta r t

rev iewing  the  th ing  and what  i t  ac tua l l y  i s  i s  to  p rov ide  jobs  fo r

peop le  in  f i x ing  up  d i f fe ren t  t rack  beds  and tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  That

a lone changed my mind,  and so  I  w i l l  vo te  fo r  i t .  L ike  I  sa id ,  tha t  i s

the  very ,  very  bas ic  ph i losophy tha t  I  opera te  under ;  [ i t ' s ]  p robab ly

a very conservat ive phi losophy-- to give somebody the opportun' i ty to

work and llen qo work.

Th is  ques t ion  o f  work  jn t r igues  me.  I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you a  ques t ion  re -

lated to that .  l^ le have many stereotypes in the Uni ted States regard' ing

the Mexican value system. The Spanish American value system in New

Mex ico  is  assoc ia ted  w i th  tha t  in  the  pub l ic  image,  in  the  l i te ra tu re

tha t  we read.  Many peop le  have a  s imp l is t i c  no t ion  tha t  Mex icans  are

lazy,  that  something in the Mexican character impedes the development

o f  p rogress ' i ve  a t t j tudes  and pos i t i ve  fee l ings  about  the  work  e th ic .

What are your thoughts on thi  s?

Wel l ,  I  th ink  tha t ' s  jus t  the  oppos i te .  I  rea l ] y ,  rea l l y  do .  There

is  the  s ide  o f  l i fe ,  o r  the  sou l  so  to  speak ,  tha t  I  th ink  i s  very
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much part  of  our her i tage-- the sympathy for  people,  the l i festy le

and  a l l  o f  tha t .  Bu t  I  a l so  th ink  tha t  tha t  so r t  o f  th ing  i s  the  th ing

tha t  you  do  a f te r  work .  I  rea l l y  th ink  tha t ' s  very  typ ica l .  Most

peop le  have the  genera l  idea  tha t  La t ins  in  genera l - -no t  jus t  the

Span ish- -a re  very  l ibera l  in  the  sense o f  we l fa re  and tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .

I  don' t  run jnto that  very much amongst my const ' i tuency. I  run into

the ,  " I  wou ld  ra ther  work ,  bu t  the  work  i sn ' t  there  and so  I 'm fo rced

in to  th is  we l fa re  ex is tence. "  So I  th ink  tha t  when they  ta lk  about

the  Pro tes tan t  work  e th ic ,  ' i t ' s  so  much s t ronger  in  the  La t in  communi ty ;

maybe i t  ought  to  be  ca l led  the  "La t in  work  e th ic . "  When I  was  growing

up as a young boy in our neighborhoodo a 9uy had a mortgage on his

house. 0f  coursen in those days things were di f ferent,  too.  Today

everybody 's  go t  a  mor tgage,  bu t ' in  those days ,  we thought  he  was on

h is  las t  1eg.  My goodness l  He had to  mor tgage h is  house:  I t  was  a lmost  una

desgracja that  he had a mortgage on his house. You worked hard to

have your home and then i t 's  threatened by the bank; because of  unfor-

tunate c i rcumstances, you had to go borrow money. I  th ink that  the

work  e th ic  i s  very ,  very  s t rong.

A psychologist  by the name of David McCle1land has developed a theory

tha t ' s  connected  w i th  economic  deve lopment  and how groups  and na t ions

achjeve economic progress.  He has traced achievement to the need to

achieve that some peop' le develop--part icular ly entrepeneurs--but 
- just  

pesple in

i t t  f ie lds who develop a need to work hard,  a need to succeed. Did ybu feel

that need whin you were a youth?

No,  I  never ,  never  d id .  I  th ink  tha t  the

terms of  a need was respect in al  I  sorts

mach ismo theory  comes f rom th is ,  I  don ' t

fo r  you  as  an  ind ' i v jdua l  .  I  don ' t  re la te

th ing  tha t  I  fe l t  most  in

of  areas. Maybe the whole

know-- tha t  there 's  a  respec t

machismo to be' ing a brute
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M:

L :

man,  bu t  one who can hand le  a  s i tua t ion  we l l ;  bu t  w i th  the  proper

cons idera t ion  fo r  o ther  peop le .  In  o ther  words ,  don ' t  wa lk  over

them.  I  th jnk  tha t ' s  very  fo re ign  to  our  cu l tu re- -you w i l l  no t

achieve something at  the expense of  somebody else.

! ' lho have been your heroes or the persons you would have l iked to emulate,

bo th  dur ing  your  youth  and your  adu l t  l i fe?

Nobody real ly stands out.  You admire people for  a l l  sorts of  d i f ferent

th ings ,  bu t  I  th ink  the  impor tan t  th ing  to  me is  rea l l y  be ing  your  own

man--that you do what you think is proper to do. fThere's]  no one in

par t i cu la r  tha t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  mode l  my l i fe  a f te r .

Do you have any feel ings about Anglo American histor ical  f igures-- the

found ing  fa thers  and o ther  Pres idents  o r  h igh- rank ing  ind iv idua ls - - tha t

we 've  had in  h is to ry?  Is  there  anybody in  par t i cu la r  tha t  s tands  ta l l

i n  your  m ind?

No,  because I  a lways  k ind  o f  fee l  tha t  you  do  the  th ing  tha t  needs  to

be done a t  the  t ime.  Each one o f  those ind iv idua ls  was p laced in  a

par t i cu la r  s i tua t ion  and he  d id  what  he  thought  he  ought  to  do .  No

hero  par t i cu la r ly  s tands  ou t  fo r  any  reason.

What  fee l ings  do  you have about  the  B icentenn ia l  ce lebra t ion ,  espec ia l l y

f rom the  v iewpo in t  o f  the  Span ish-speak ing  her i tage?

0n1y tha t  i t  ought  to  be  in te r tw ined w i th  every th ing  e1se.  As  a  mat te r

o f  fac t ,  I  look  a t  the  who le  B icentenn ia l  th ing  d i f fe ren t ly  than a  lo t

o f  peop le  look  a t  i t .  I t ' s  one o f  the  few f th ings ]  tha t  I  cons ider

f r i vo lous  appropr ia t ions  tha t  I  have vo ted  fo r ,  because i t ' s  a  b i r thday

par ty .  But  I  vo ted  fo r  i t  so  tha t  we can br ing  ou t  a  lo t  o f  th ings  in

order  to  un i te  us  more ,  to  g ive  us  a  sense o f  p r ide  o f  be ing  Amer icans .

I  fe l t  tha t  hav ing  gone th rough the  60 's  and the  70 's  w i th  the  Un j ted

States being chopped down on almost every f ront ,  i t  was t ime that we

M:

L :

M :

L :
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i us t  k ind  o f  ge t  ho ld  o f  ourse lves  and say ,  "Looko we ex is t  fo r  these

purposes :  We ex is t  so  tha t  peop le  w i l l  have an  oppor tun i tyn  so  tha t

the opportuni ty can be presented to them and have them take advantage of

i t .  Th is  i s  s t ! ] l  the  bes t  sys tem o f  government  tha t  we can poss ib ly

have.  The Un i ted  Sta tes  o f fe rs  to  the  ind iv idua l  what  the  ind iv idua l

shou ld .  have. "  So I  fe l t  tha t  we cou ld  deve lop  th is  p r ide  th rough these

B icen tenn ia l  ce lebra t ions .  Tha t ' s  one  o f  the  ma in  con t r ibu t ions ,  tha t

tha t  cou ld  happen.  I  th ink  i t  p robab ly  re la tes  back  to  what  we were

ta lk ' ing  about  in  New Mex ico  be fore ,  tha t  there 's  a  fee l ing  amongst  our

you th  tha t  " I f  you  can  do  i t ,  so  can  I . "  I t ' s  no  b ' i g  dea l  ,  rea l l y ,

to even be the Governor of  the state,  because i t  depends on what k ind

of  a  campaign  I  run ,  what  k ind  o f  a  job  I  can  do ;  bu t  i t rs  w i th in  my reach.

How much opportuni ty do you perceive to exist  in the Uni ted States for

a  Span ish-speak ing  Amer ican?

Because o f  the  economic  s i tua t ion  among Span ish  Amer icans ,  there

tha t  g rea t  oppor tun i ty .  But  I  th ink  most ly  tha t  i t ' s  an  economic

bar r ie r .  I  even look  a t  d isc r im ina t ion  ' in  te rms o f  economics .  I

know what  the  mag ic  f iqure  is  now,  bu t  i t  used to  be  $10,000;  i f

made $ . |0 ,000 a  year  you had ar r i ved .  Le t ' s  use  tha t  same f igure ;

i  sn ' t

don ' t

you

i t ' s

probab ly  h igher  now,  I  don ' t  know.  I f  a  man was mak ing  $10,000 a  year ,

then al l  of  a sudden he was Mr.  Mart i 'nez or Mr.  Luja6. That 's probably

one of  the reasons I  th ink some of the best programs that we have are

th ' ings  l i ke  Smal l  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion ,  the  A id  A id  cont rac ts ,  and

that sort  of  th ing,  to help the people get ahead; because I  th ink very

much tha t  d isc r im ina t ion  has  a  lo t  to  do  w i th  economics .

As  you have made many acqua in tances  among Span ish-speak ing  ind iv idua ls - -

par t i cu la r ' l y  o f  Mex ican and Span ish  or ig in - -who have gone on  to  ach ieve

important pos' i t ions in our societyo have you ever perceived there to
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be a  cor re la t ion  be tween success  and sk in  complex ion?

L:  Very  much,  even amongst  B lacks .  The l igh ter ,  the  more  chance o f  success .

M:  Have you thought  about  th is?  Is  th is  someth ing  you 've  no t iced?

L:  Yes ,  very  de f in i te ly .  Very ,  very  de f in i te ly .  I  th ink  there 's  a  very ,

very  de f in i te  cor re la t ion .  Aga in ,  i t  goes  back  to  th ' i s  who le  ass imi la -

t i on  th ing  tha t  I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t .  You  can  ass im i la te  o r  iden t i f y  a

l i t t le  c loser  ( i f  we pu t  i t  in  te rms o f  B lacks)  w i th  tha t  B lack  guy

[who 's ]  no t  ie t -b lack .  And I  th ink  he 's  g iven  the  be t te r  oppor tun i ty .

M:  One f ina l  ques t ion ,  Congressman.  Th is  regards  Mdx ico ,  s ince  we have

an at tachment to M6x' ico because of  our background. I 'm cur jous about

what  op in ion  you  migh t  ho ld  regqrd inq  the  po l i t i ca l ,  soc ia l ,  and  eco-

nomic  sys tem o f  Mdx ico  as  i t  has  ex is ted  in  the  20 th  century ,  par t i cu la r -

i y  in  recent  years .

L :  I {e fx ico 's  soc ia l  secur i ty  sys tem ( i f  you  want  to  ca l l  i t  tha t ) - - t f re

hea l th  benef i t s  and tha t  sor t  o f  th ing- - i s  re la ted  to  the  guy  who goes

to  work .  As  long as  you ' re  work ing ,  you  have those soc ia l  secur i ty

benef i t s .  I t ' s  the  reverse  o f  what  our  sys tem is .  I  th ink  tha t  te l l s

us  someth inq  about  tha t  work  e th ic  tha t  we were  ta lk ing  about  a  l i t t le

wh i le  ago.  I 'm no t  p leased a t  a l l  w i th  Echever r i l ' s  p ronouncement .  I

th ink they're very much to the lef t .  A recent example,  for  example. :

In Spain they shot these temorists.  Echeverr i l  pu1' ls everyone out of

Spa ' in ,  b reaks  d ip lomat ic  re la t ions  because they  k i l led  these te r ro r is ts .

I  th ink  i t ' s  a  le f t i s t  po l i t i ca l  movement .  You  know,  he  d idn ' t  take  in to

cons idera t ion  tha t  these te r ro r is ts  had k i l led  peop le  and had caused

damage and had k i l led  po l i cemen and tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  Yeto  on  the

other  hand,  he 's  lead ing  the  f igh t - -who k i l l s  more  peop le  than the

Cast ro  reg ime in  Cuba? Yet  he 's  the i r  b ig  p roponent .  Who suppor ts  the

who le  A l lende th ing  in  Ch i le  more  than Echever r ia?  Hard ly  anyone.

27
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And so I  th ink that  the leadership that  Echeverr ia has provided for

M6x ico  has  been ex t remely  le f t i s t  and des igned po ] i t i ca l l y  fo r  h is

benef i t ,  where he had vis ions of  being the Secretary General  of  the

Uni ted  Nat ions .  0 f  course ,  tha t ' s  gone nowo but  he  was vy ing  fo r  tha t

suppor t .  So  I  don ' t  l ook  a t  the  po l i c ies  o f  Mdx ico  a l l  tha t  k ind ly .

They  don ' t  agree  w i th  my po l i t i ca l  ph i losophy.

what  about  the  sys tem i tse l f  tha t  they  have down there?  po l i t i ca l l y ,

economica l  1y .

we l l ,  they  rea l l y  don ' t  have a  po l i t i ca l  sys tem as  we know i t .  Sure ,

they have the PAN and the PRI,  but  for  a l l  pract ical  purposes, they

have one party.  They have already determined who's going to be the

next President.  Echeverr /a determined that.  D{az Ordaz determined

that Echeu." . i 'u was going to be the President.  So they real ' ly  don' t

have a f ree elect ion system such as we have. I  g ive Echeverr i 'a credi t

fo r  th is :  he  has  taken to  hear t  and has  t r ied  to  he lp  the  peop le  eco-

nomica l l y .  I  th ' ink  tha t  par t  o f  h is  po l i c jes  a re  very  good- - to  ge t

indus t ry  go ' ing  and th is  sor t  o f  th ing .  So w i th  tha t  par t  o f  h is  ph i l  -

osophy I  do agree.

Th is  ques t ion  jus t  occur red  to  me.  Have you kept  a  d ia ryo  records?

Has your own role in history been part  of  your makeup to record

events  tha t  a f fec t  d i rec t ' l y  your ' l i fe?

No, I  never have. As a matter of  fact ,  I 'm very bad about that .  I

work to get my work done; whatever I  have to do, get i t  done. I  don' t

cons ider  myse l f  unusua l .  Th is  i s  my  job  and  I ' 11  do  i t .  I  don ' t

ant ic ipate that  anybody wi l l  ever wr i te "The Li fe and Times of  Manuel

lu iJn" - - i t ' s  no t  tha t  in te res t ing .  I  jus t  ge t  my work  done and con-

s ider  i t  j us t  l i ke  any  o ther  job .



LUJAN 29

M:

L :

Is there something else that you might want to add to the interview,

Congressman ?

No,  bu t  tha t ' s  typ ica l  .  I ' ve  en joyed i t ,  I  rea l ]y  have.  As  a  mat te r

of  fact ,  i t  makes me think what some of the th ings that I  stand fol

real ly are.  I  was very surpr ised, when I  got  to the Congress, that  I

wou ld  e i ther  be  labe led  a  conserva t ive  or  a  l ibera lo  o r  to  r igh t  o f

center-- those things never occurred to me. you are what you are.  I f

somebody wants  to  pu t  a  labe l  on  you,  tha t ' s  the i r  bus iness .

What label  has been at tached to you?

wel l ,  I  th ink  peop ' le  cons ider  me more  conserva t ive  than I  rea l l y  am;

and tha t ' s  because I 'm a ' lways  look ing  a t  expend i tu res .  I ,m very  con-

cerned about  the  excess ive  spEnd ing  and a l l  tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  But

I  wi l l  vote for  a program that wi l l  cost  more than the budget provides

for  i f  i t ' s  re la ted  to  job  produc ing  oppor tun i t ies ;  and maybe tha t  in

i t se l f  i s  conserva t ive .  I  don ' t  know.

Among other Representat ives of  Spanish-speakino background here,  how

do they view you, and do you have contact  wi th them?

0h yes. Pret ty much the same. I  th ink that  my thinking is pret ty

much in  tune,  w i th  the  except ion  o f  Herman Bad i l lo ,  who is  f rom New

York .  But  aga in ,  tha t  comes f rom the  b ig  c i ty  in f luence as  versus  those

of us f rom the west.  I  would say that westerners by nature tend to be

more conservat ive than New Yorkers,  for  example,  or  New Englanders.  But

I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  has  any th ing  to  do  w i th  e thn ic  background a t  a l l .

Congressman LujJn,  I  want to thank you very much for th is very st imulat ing

and in te res t ing  in te rV iew.

Thank you.  I t ' s  been a  rea l  p leasure  fo r  me,  too ,  because I  ge t  an  oppor -

tuni ty to explore,  wi th in my own mind, what some of the th ings are that

make each one o f  us  t i ck .

Muchas grac ias .

M:

L :

M:
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