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RICHARD B. SMITH

M:  Th is  i s  an  0ra l  H is to ry  in te rv iew w i th  Mr .  R ' i chard

Invest igator for  the El  Paso Immigrat ion Service,

In te rv iewing  is  Oscar  J .  Mar t inez .

Mr .  Smi th ,  le t ' s  beg in  w i th  your  background- -where

where you grew up.

B.  Smi th ,  Cr imina l

December 18, 1975,

you're f rom,

S:  I  was  born  in  Brownsv ' i l l e ,  Texas ,  in  the  R{o  Grande Va l ley ,  immedia te ly

oppos i te  Matamoroso Tamaul ipas .  I  have l i ved  most  o f  my l i fe  in  the

s ta te  o f  rexas .  I  l i ved  fo r  a  shor t  per iod  in  R ichmond,  v i rg in ia .

My father was stat ioned there for  a short  t ime as a Border Patrol

agent then. Al l  I  can remember is the Inrnigrat ion Service.  My

father entered this Service in 
. |948. 

He at tended the Border Patrol

Academy here in El  Paso, I  have l ived in pract ical ly every border

c i ty  be tween E l  Paso,  Texaso and Brownsv i l le ,  Texas ,  and have arso

l i ved  in  some o f  the  in te r io r  c i t ies  in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas  such as

San Anton io ,  Ab i lene,  Hebbronv i l le ,  and Fa l fu r r ias ,  to  name a  few.

M: Now, for  the record,  when were you born?

S:  May 1  Z th ,  1941.

M: Where did you at tend school  ?

S: We11, f rom the t ime I  entered the f j rst  grade unt ' i l  I  graduated, I

a t tended 19  d i f fe ren t  pub l i c  schoo ls .  I  f in ished h igh  schoo ' l  a t

Texas  Mi l i ta ry  Ins t i tu te  in  San Anton io .  I  then  went  and jo ined the

Naval  Service,  and was in the Navy from 
' |960 

unt i l  the summer of  1964. I  then

entered  co l lege a t  Santa  i lon jca  C ' i t y  Co l lege in  Santa  i lon ica ,  Ca l  i to rn ia .  F rom

t r ans fe r red  to  tonq  geach  S ta te  Co l l ege  a t  Long  Beach ,  Ca l i f o rn ia .I

I then did some work on my own in Dal las,  Texas. Then af ter  that ,  I



SMITH

M:

S:

M:

came to El  Paso and entered the Immigrat ion Service in June of  1970.

So you 've  been w i th  the  Immigra t ion  s ince  
. |970?

Since 1970.

Could you tel l  me about some of the exper iences that you have had in

your work as a Cr iminal  Invest igator?

Wel l ,  I  entered on service in June of  1970; but when you enter into

the Immigrat ion Service,  of  course, you enter as a Border Patrol

agent.  I  was a Border Patrol  agent at  Sierra Blanca, Texas, f rom

1970 un t i l  November  o f  I972,  a t  whfch  t ime I  app l ied  fo r  the  Cr imina l

Invest igator posi t ion that I  now occupy. I  entered on duty as a

Cr imina l  Inves t iga tor  November  
. |3 ,  

197?,  a t  the  D is t r i c t  Of f i ce ,

E l  Paso,  Texas .  That ' s  the  pos i t ion  I  ho ld  r igh t  now.

Going back to your t ime as a Border Patrolman, where did you serve?

I entered on duty at  El  Paso, actual ly.  My of f ic ia l  duty stat ion

was S ier ra  B lanca,  Texas .  Then a f te r  s ix  months  o f  t ra in ing  a t

the Border Patrol Academy at Fort Isabel , Texas, I then came back

to Sierra Blanca and served for about 2 l /Z years there.  Sierra

B lanca is  approx imate ly  90  mi les  eas t  o f  E l  Paso on  In te rs ta te  
. l0 .

I t  covers an area more or less f rom the Hudspeth County-El  Paso County

l ine east to the Hudspeth County-Culberson County 1ine, and from the

Rio Grande River north to wi th in f ive mi les of  the New Mexico-Texas

s ta te  l ine ,  wh ich  is  a  t remendous area .  I t rs  an  area  tha t  i s  much

larger than many of  the states wi th in the United States.  At  the

t ime that I  entered on duty there,  I  entered with 5 of  my classmates

who entered on service at  the same t ime I  d id.  At  the t ime that the

f ive  o f  us  go t  to  S iema B lanca,  Texas ,  to  ac tua l l y  s ta r t  work ,  there

were 3 Border Patrol  agents there.  One was the senior Patrol  agento

and there were two journeymen. In other words, for that vast area

S:

M:

S:



SMITH

they had 3 men

Even with the

3

to  cove r  i t .  To  say  the  l eas t  [ i t  was ]  an  imposs ib i l i t y .

addit ion of 5 traineesr i t  was sl_i l I_ an impossibi l i ty.

l l l e  had th ree  bas ic  opera t ions .  One is  ca l led  " l ine  watch" ;  tha t  i s ,

men are stat ioned on the border to detect  i l legals enter ing the United

States and to prevent their  entry.  The other is " t raf f ic  check,"

which was the main artery Interstate 
' |0.  

We had to al locate men

for that  funct ion.  The other was " farm and ranch check";  that  is ,

a team is sent out to check local  ranches and farms that might hire or

are  known to  have h i red  i1 lega1 a l iens  in  the  pas t ,  in  o rder  to  appre-

hend these i l lega ls .  The b igges t  p rob ' lem was tha t  w i th in  our  ju r i s -

d ic t ion  is  the  smal l  fa rming  communi ty  o f  De l l  C i ty ,  Texas .  I t  i s

a  vas t  va l ley ;  i t ' s  one o f  the  la rges tn  we l l - i r r iga ted  fa rming  areas

in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas .  The prob lem is  tha t  i t  l i es  approx jmate ly  75

mi les  f rom S ier ra  B lanca,  Texas ;  so  men had to  leave the  s ta t ion  in

S ier ra  B lanca,  d r ive  the  75  m' i les  to  De l l  C i ty ,  then have the  respons i -

b i l i t y  o f  check ing  tha t  vas t  a rea  w i th  one veh ic le  and two o f f i cers .

Once the  veh ic le  was fu l l  ( in  o ther  words ,  they  had a l l  o f  the  peop le

in  i t  tha t  they  cou ld  poss ib ly  car ry  and i t  wou ld  be  sa fe) ,  they  then

simply turned around and lef t  the rest  of  the i l legals there and cane

back to Sierua Blanca and processed those that they had apprehended.

[They] then cal led for  a bus from El Paso to come and pick them up.

So even with B men, which is what we had af ter  we arr ived, i t  was

s t i l l  an  imposs ' ib j l i t y .  I  unders tand now tha t  there 's  approx imate ly

30 Border Patrol  agents assigned to the Siema Blanca area, and now

the traf f ic  checkpoint  on Interstate l0 is manned on a 24-hour basis,

seven days a week.

What accounts for  the increase in personnel? From 8 to 30, that 's

a  b ig  jump.

M:
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Right .  The apprehens ions  went  up  dras t ica l l y .  The prob lem was,  o f

course, that  we could not perform the three funct ions I  named adequately.

For example,  when we were there wi th B men, the t raf f ic  check po. int  was

manned only one shi f t  a day. And that was from 4 in the af ternoon un-

t i l  12  midn igh t - -one e igh t -hour  sh i f t .  That ' s  the  on ' l y  t ime i t  was

open. 0bviously,  anyone who found i t  necessary or prof i table to

become fami l  iar  wi th our operat ions s imply had to s i t  up the road a

ways and watch us when we opened i t  and when we closed i t .  And i f

they wanted to come through with ei ther smugg]ed i l lega' l  a l  iens or

drugs of  any type, al l  they did was come through when we didn' t  have

i t  open,  wh ich  was the  major i t y  o f  the  t ime.  0K.  So we,were  no t

performing that funct ion adequately.  The other is that  Sierra Blanca
' l ies 

approximately l5 mi les north of  the border-- the Ri 'o Grande River.

We had B men, but we only had 4 vehic les.  One was a sedan, two were

jeeps  and one was a  t rave l -a l l .  The t rave l -a l l  went  to  De l l  c i t y  on

farm and ranch check. The two jeeps, obvious' ly,  were fsr  cross-country

work,  rough duty.  The sedan can' t  be used for anyth ' ing but t raf f ic

check duty.  I t  was a pursui t  car,  meant for  that  purpose. So, [we

had] one car at  Del l  Ci ty,  one on traf f ic  check, and the other two

for cross-country.  Now I  don' t  know the exact mi leage from the El

Paso-Hudspeth County l ine to the Hudspeth County-Culberson County 1ine,

bu t  i t ' s  a  long way;  and th is  i s  a  guess ,  bu t  95% o f  tha t  R/o  Grande

River jn that  area [does] not even [have] a road there.  I t  is  so rugged

that you'd have to have mules.  As a matter of  fact ,  we used to go

f ish ing  a t  severa l  p laces  down the  r i ver ;  and we cou ld  ge t  w i th in

three mi les of  the r ivero and from there we had to use mules.  So,

there 's  the  prob lem.  I t ' s  so  rugged tha t  i t ' s  no t  feas ib le  to  even
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M:

S :

t ry to operate c lose to the r iver where you could see them coming

across and make your presence knowflo dhd then they'd turn around and

go back. So what would we have to do? We had to wai t  unt i l  they had

already entered the United States i l legal ly and crossed the area that

we could not enter into wi th the vehic le.  [That]  meant that  by the

t ime we became aware that they had entered, they were already l0 mi les

inside the United States.  So i t  boi led down to th is.  t , . Ie had drag

roads that we maintained. By drag roads I  mean that we had sought

and ob ta ined the  permiss ion  o f  ranchers  to  bu i ld  d rag  roads  a long

s ide  the i r  fence roads ,  and we dredged them wi th  an  o1d p iece  o f  cyc lone

fence. And we dragged this a ' long behind the jeep to st i r  up the

ground and make i t  sof t  so the t racks could be easi ly seen. Now, I

know a  lo t  o f  peop le  have seen mov ies ,  fo r  example ,  o f  Ind ians  t rack-

ing  o ther  Ind ians  or  someone,  and th is  sounds a  l i t t ' l e  fa r fe tched.

But  the  Immigra t ion  Serv ice  s t i l l  uses  the  ar t  o f  t rack ing  as  one o f

i t s  ma jor  too ls  in  apprehend ing  i l1ega ' l  a l iens .  l ^ le  do  i t  no t  on ly

f rom a  veh ic leo  bu t  we a lso  do  i t  f rom a i rc ra f t .  0nce the  ar t  i s

lea rned ,  i t ' s  easy  to  do .  Bu t  we  s t i l l  use  th is .  I t ' s  an  an t iqua ted

way of  doing i t ,  I  agree, but can you think of  a better way to do this

under the c i rcumstances?

Donr t  you  use  e lec t ron ic  sensor  ce l l s?

We do now.  A t  tha t  t ime we d idn ' t .  They  s ta r ted  us ing  the  e lec t ron ic

sensors  r igh t  a f te r  I  le f t  there ,  wh ich  wou ld  have been the  ear ly

spr ing of  '73.  They are work ' ing real  wel l  o ,n understand, al though I

haven ' t  been  invo lved .

How do they work here? I  l ive in

in  the  morn ing ,  many t imes I  see

the  Upper  Va l ley .  When I  d r ive

peop le  coming across  the  r i ver

M:



SMITH

here ;  and  i t ' s  so  b la tan t ,  so  ou t  in  the  open .  I ' ve

t imes that the Border Patrol  must know that they're

must have sensors there.  How does that work?

What t ime of  the day are you coming?

About  8 :00 .

6

thought  many

there;  you

I  do know that there are certain t imes of  the day-- [actual ]y]  evening

hours and night hours -- that  the avai lable men that the Border Patrol

has are so th in ly spread out that  i t 's  impossible for  them to even

answer  the  sensors .  The man w i l l  ca l l  on  the  rad io  and te l l  them

that  one o f  the  sensors  has  gone o f f .  Whi le  they ' re  check ing  i t ,

th ree  o thers  go  o f f  w i th jn  the i r  a rea  o f  respons ib i l i t y ;  bu t  a f te r

a l l ,  you  can ' t  be  everywhere  a t  the  same t ime.  Th is  i s  what  causes  the

s i tua t ion  tha t  you  have descr ibed.  Not  on ly  tha t .  These peop ' le  a re

not  s tup id .  They  have the  equa l  in te l l igence to  ours .  They  can s tand

r ight  there and they know that the Border Patrol  is  undermanned, and

they see the jeep pul ' l  of f  to go pick up some i1 ' lega1 al iens that

en tered  3 /4  o f  a  mi le  up  the  l ine  f rom them.  So wh i le  he 's  gone,

there 's  nobody there ;  so  in  they  come,  se t t ing  o f f  a  sensor ,  yes .

But by the t ime he could get the ones he went af ter  and turn around

and come backo theyrre long gone and out of  s ight .

Do these people wai t  for  a car to come by and pick them up? I t

seems that way.

Sometimes they do. [^le have apprehended [people] or have seen this

happen. We've seen the people standing on the side of  the road.

Even before we made any determination as to whether or not they were

i l1ega1,  na tura l l y  our  susp ic ions  were  aroused because the  area  th&t

they  were  in  [ i s ]  known to  be  a  c ross ing  po in t  o f  i l l ega l  a l iens .

Then a  car  wou ld  pu11 up  and s top  and they ' l l  ge t  in  the  car  and

S:

M:

S :
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S:

dr ive away. We've stopped some of these cars and found that the

person who 's  d r iv ' ing  i t  was  an  i11ega l  a l ien  who had ius t  c rossed,

and that they among themse'lves (the day before) had made arrangements

for th is person to stop at  that  locat ion and pick [ the other peop]el

up .  Why? Wel  I  ,  [ i t ' s ]  no t  a lways  because he 's  smugg ' l  ing ,  and no t

necessar i l y  because he 's  go ing  to  ge t  someth ing  ou t  o f  i t ;  bu t  they

happened to work at  the same p]ace. And the guy's giv ing him a r ide

for lSd a day or 25Q a day, whatever i t  might be.

What happens to the guy who gives these people a r ide under thsse

ci  rcumstances?

Under  those cer ta in  c i rcumstances ,  no th ing .  Natura l l y  we le t  h im know,

"Now look ,  th is  i s  no t  r igh t ;  and we have warned you about  th is  th ing

and we've pointed out to you that th is part icular person r ight  here

tha t  we 've  taken ou t  o f  your  car  i s  an  i1 lega1 a l ien .  I f  we see you

do this again,  af ter  we've warned you and pointed out the fact  to

you,  then we w i l l  con templa te  b r ing ing  charges  aga ins t  you  fo r

a id ing  and abet t ing , "  o r  whatever  the  case might  be .

You descr ibed a  s i tua t ion  ear l ie r  wh ich  I  f ind  very  in te res t ing ,

there c lose to the Santa Fe Br idge. Would you talk about that  a

l i t t le  more  so  we cou ld  ge t  i t  on  tape?

Here in El  Paso we have two br idges; they are rai l road br idges only.

They are not intended for pedestr ian t raf f ic  nor are they intended

for automobi le or t ruck t raf f ic .  They're so1e' ly intended for the

cross ing  o f  the  t ra in  to  and f rom Judrez  and E l  Paso.  One o f  them l ies

on the west s ide of  the Santa Fe Street Br idge. The other ones l ies

on the east s ide of  the Santa Fe Street Br idge; thus they are refemed

M:

S :

to  as  the  "west  ra i l road br idge"  and the  "eas t  ra i l road br idge. "  The
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M .

S:

M:

S :

i 1 lega1s  re fe r  to  them as  the  "b lack  br idge" - - "puente  negro . "  One

of  the  jokes  among the  i11ega1 a l iens  and the  Immigra t ion  o f f i cers

is  tha t  i t ' s  the  "puente  * / ,  fu*oro , "  because more  peop le ,  poss ib ly ,

on  some g iven days ,  w i l l  c ross  in to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  i11ega1 ly  across

the  ra i l road br idge than w i l l  c ross  lega11y across  the  Santa  Fe St ree t

Br idge .  Tha t ' s  the  joke .

That 's  fa r - fe tched though.

Sure .  Tha t ' s  no t  t rue .  h le ' re  jus t  be ing  r id i cu lous .

But  the  numbers  are  cons iderab le?

The numbers  are  cons iderab le .  I  can ' t  g ive  you any  exac t  f igure ,

bu t  on  severa l  ins tances  in  the  recent  pas t  I  myse l f  have oberved in

the  ear ly  morn ing  hours ,  usua l ly  a round 7 :00 ,  g rea t  numbers  o f  i l l ega l

a l iens  c ross ing  on  foo t  over  the  west  ra i l road br idge.  Now the  eas t

ra i l road br idge has  had cons t ruc ted  in  the  midd le  o f  i to  about  midr iver

some gigant ic steel  doors.  They were constructed by the Immigrat ion

serv ice  by  our  ma in tenance peop le .  These doors  a re  so l id .  They ' re

not  sc reen w i re  o r  expanded meta l i  they ' re  so l id  s tee l  doors ,  and

they come together in the middle of  the t racks and lock wi th a bar.

I  have never  been ou t  there  to  look  a t  i t ,  bu t  they  lock .  Now,  I

m igh t  be  mis taken,  bu t  I  don ' t  reca l l  ever  hav inq  seen any  on  the  west

ra i l road br idge.  h jhy?  I  don ' t  know.  L ike  I  say ,  I  m igh t  be  mis taken;

bu t  I  don ' t  reca l l  ever  hav ing  seen them.  And i f  they  were  there ,

you wou ld  see them.  I f  you  want  to  see what  they ' look  l i ke ,  go  to

the  eas t  ra i l raod br idge.  They ' re  g igant ic .  These ra i l road br idges

have  a  so l id  ra i l i ng  tha t  goes  down each  s ide ,  and  tha t  ra i l i ng  i s

a  l j t t le  b i t  h igher  than a  man 's  head.  These s tee l  doors  a re  pa in ted

s i l ver ,  and they ' re  be t te r  than tw ice  as  h igh  as  the  ra i l ings  a long

the  s ide  o f  the  br idge.  So they ' re  easy  to  see.  I ,d  say  around



M:

S:

SMITH

7:00 in the morning I  have seen 50 at  one t ime, 
. |00 

at  another;

and on  one par t i cu la r  morn ing  a t  legs l  120 peop le  came across  tha t

br idge a t  one t ime,  in  one group,  and spread ou t  among the  bu i ld ings

and the parking lots there on the west s ide of  the Santa Fe Street

Br idge.  I  d rove  in to  th is ,  and they  recogn ized the  car ;  no t  tha t

i t ' s  a  g reen and wh i te - - i t  j s  no t  a  g reen and wh i te .  The one I  was

dr iv ing  on  tha t  par t i cu la r  morn ing  was a  1974 wh i te  four -door  Tor ino .

Unmarked?

Unmarked. Even the antenna looks l ike an ord' inary commercial  radio

antenna on the r ight  f ront  fender.  But I 've been down there enough

tha t  a  lo t  o f  them recogn ized me.  0bv ' ious ly  I  cou ldn ' t  ge t  a ' I1
. |Z0- - tha t ' s  

obv ious .  I  had a  par tner - - jus t  he  and I  in  one car .  So,

when we saw what was happening, I  just  sat  down on the horn and drove

r igh t  in to  the  midd le  o f  i t .  Those tha t  were  c loses t  to  the  ra i l road

br idge that they had come across turned around and ran back across

i t ;  others who were closer to the turnsty les on the return lane of

the  br idge ran  th rough the  tu rns ty les .  I  p ' i cked up  4  and pu t  them' in

the back seat.  Approximately 35 who had already made i t  a lmost to

the foot of  El  Paso Street broke and ran toward El  Paso. 0nce they

hi t  South El  Paso Street l they]  s imply scattered out and were un-

detec tab le .  And bes ides  tha t ,  I  had a  car load- -we cou ldn ' t  do  any-

thing about i t  anyway, Now, th is is caused from a lack of  personnel

on  the  par t  o f  the  Border  Pat ro l .  Th is  ' i s  about  the  t ime tha t  a  sh i f t

change occurs .  There fore ,  there 's  no  one to  re l ieve  the  sh i f t  tha t ' s

on  wh i le  he  leaves  and takes  h is  car ,  wh jch  w i l l  be  used aga in  ( tne

eng ine  [ i s ]  poss ib ly  never  shut  o f f )by  the  oncoming sh i f t .  So ,  wh i le

he 's  gone to  de l i ver  h is  car  to  the  oncoming sh i f t ,  there 's  nobody

on the  br idge.
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M:  How long does  i t  take?

S:  Abou t  l5  m inu tes .

M:  And  the  i l l ega is  know th is?

S:  0h  yes ,  ce r ta in ly .

M: Do many of  these people cross every day at  the same point?

S:  A t  the  same po in t .

M: Do they have regular jobs over here? Are they supposed to be there

by  8 :00  and keep a  schedu le?

S:  They ' re  f r iend ly  w i th  one another ,  na tura l l y ;  they  have the i r  l i t t le

groups. I  recal l  one group of  four women, for  example,  that  I  caught

at  the same t ime, in the same place, three mornings running-- the same

four womenl They came across together.  They obviously al l  have jobs

tha t  s ta r t  about  the  same t ime,  bu t  they  don! t  necessar i l y  work  in

the same place; but obviously they a ' l l  s tar t  about the same t ime.

They're f r iends, so they al l  get  together on the JuJrez s ide and

they come across the west rai l road br idge. They enter together and

they walk down to the Plaza, and they get on the bus and go to work.

And 3 mornings running I  caught these same four women in a group.

What happened to them the second time you caught them?

The same thing that happened the f i rst  t ime. I  wrote them up on a

standard i ' l1ega1 al ien form and then took them back to the br idge and

let  them return to JuJrez voluntar i ly .

M:  And the  th i rd  t ime?

S:  The th i rd  t ime the  same th ing .

M:  And i f  you  ca tch  them aga in  i t  w i l l  be  the  same th ing?

S:  l rJe l l ,  a f te r  a  wh i le  i t  ge ts  to  be  a  l i t t le  aggravat ing ,  to  say  the

leas t .  Bu t ,  here 's  your  p rob lem wi th  females .  The Immigra t ion  Ser -

v ice  has  no  fac i l i t y  in  E l  Paso equ ipped to  hand le  female  a l iens .

l0
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Therefore we have no recourse but to place them in the county ja i l .

The county  ja i l ,  per  personn cos ts  the  government  $9  a  day .  We don ' t

have the  funds  to  spend $9  a  day  on  i l l ega l  females  in  the  county  ja i l .

Few peop le  rea l i ze  tha t  s i tua t ion .  I  d idn ' t  know tha t .  So  you have

no recourse but to just  re lease these people?

I have no recourse but to release them, or we can do this:  I f  they're

caught ear ' ly  in the morning we can take them to the of f ice,  process

them, serve them with an order to show cause why they should not be

deported from the United States,  and serve them with a warrant of

arrest .  Then [we] take them before the Immigrat ion judge and he holds

a  hear ing  r igh t  then,  a t  wh ich  they  have the  r igh t  o f  counse l .  They

have every  r igh t  tha t  a  Un i ted  Sta tes  c i t i zen  has  and wh ich  is  a l lowed

them i f  they  so  w ish .  I t  i s  de termined,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  o f  what  count ry

they ' re  a  c i t i zen .  I f  i t ' s  Mdx ico ,  i t ' s  then de termined whether  o r

no t  they  en tered  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  1ega11y.  I f  they  d id  no t ,  then

the  a l legat ions  made aga ins t  them in  the  order  to  show cause w i l l  be

th is :  That  they  are  c i t i zens  o f  Mdx ico ;  tha t  they  are  no t  c i t i zens

of the Uni ted States;  that  they have never been admit ted to the United

Sta tes  lega l l y ;  and tha t  they  d id  en ter  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  w i thout  be ing

inspec ted  by  an  Immigra t ion  o f f i cer .  That ' s  no t  exac t ly  the  word ing ,

bu t  bas ica l l y  tha t ' s  what  they  wou ld  be  charged w i th .  Then they ' re

simply asked, "Do you understand the charges?" I f  they do, "How do

you p lead- -gu i ' l t y  o r  no t  gu i l t y?"  In  the  major i t y  o f  cases  i t ' s  ob-

v ious ,  and they ' re  no  foo ls ;  and they  know we ' re  no t  e i ther .  They ' re

not going to s i t  there and argue with you. You caught them in the

Uni ted  Sta tes  i l l ega l l y .  They  know i t  and they  know you know i to  so

they plead gui l ty.  They're then ordered deported from the United
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Sta tes .  Now,  a  lo t  o f  peop le  th ink  [ tha t ]  someth ing 's  rea l ' l y  go ing

to happen to them. In actual i ty,  the same thing happens to them under

th is  s i tua t ion  as  what  happened i f  I  had  g iven them vo lun tary  depar tu re ,

because they're ordened [ to be] deported by the judge. They draw up

a very formal form; their  thumbprint  is  put on the form. They're

taken to  the  br idge;  they ' re  g iven a  se t  o f  d i rec t ions  as  to  what

wi l l  happen to them j f  they reenter the Uni ted States w' i thout f i rst

obtaining permission from the Attorney General  of  the Unfted States.

Then I  a l low them to go back to Mdxico.  Al l  th is happened on the

same day, and they were never detained in a faci l i ty  such as the

County  Ja i l  o r  the  A l ien  Deten t ion  fac i l i t y  ou t  on  Montana.  They

were  never  in  a  de ten t ion  fac i l i t y .  So  someone says ,  "So,  what 's

the  b ig  dea l  about  be ing  depor ted  then?"

What 's  the  pena l  ty?

The pena l ty  i s  th is :  i f  tha t  par t i cu ' la r  a l ien  who has  been depor ted

f rom the  Un i ted  Sta tes  then w ishes  to  en ter  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  1ega1 ly ,

be fore  he  app l ies  fo r  admiss ion  he  must  rece ive  wr i t ten  permiss ion

from the Attorney General  of  the Uni ted States to reapply for  ad-

miss ion .  Now,  you have to  wr i te  those words  down and look  a t  them

to  rea l l y  unders tand what  tha t  means.  That  means tha t  tha t  a l ien

cannot even come to that  br idge and say, " I  want to come into the

Uni ted  Sta tes"  un less  he 's  f ins t  go t  tha t  wr i t ten  permiss jon .  Now,

to  say  the  leas t ,  i t ' s  a  s l i gh t  i nconven ience .

Yes,  fo r  peop le  who are  used to  c ross ing  i l1ega11y.

But  what  does  i t  mean i f  he  c rosses  i1 ' tega11y aga in  a f te r  he ,s  been

depor ted? I t ' s  very  ser ious .  I t  becomes much more  ser ious  than a

s imp le  charge  o f  en te r ing  the  Un i ted  S ta tes ' i1 ' l ega11y .  Then  he 's

charged w i th  hav ing  reentered  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  i11ega ' l ' ! y ,  a f te r

M .

S:
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be ing  depor ted ,  and w i thout  hav ing  rece ived the  permiss ion  o f  the

Attonney General  of  the Uni ted States.  Then we would charge him

under a federal  law, which is a fe lony, not a misdemeanor;  and he

cou ld  rece ive  up  to  2  years '  impr isonment  fo r  hav ing  done th is .  The

di f ference between that and being charged before the federal  govern-

nren t  w i th  s imp ly  hav ing  en tered  i ' l l ega l l y  (no t  a f te r  depor ta t ion  bu t

hav ing  s imp ly  en tered  i l l ega l l y )  i s  tha t  [ the  f i rs t  i s ]  a  misdemeanor

fo r  wh ich  he  cou ld  rece ive  s ix  months .  There 's  the  d i f fe rence- - the

di f ference between six months and two years.

And hav inq  a  fe lony  on  your  record .

Right.  Now the other th ing that you should not confuse is that  when

I  ta lk  about  tak ing  the  person up  and f i l i ng  a  fe lony  on  them,  I 'm

not ta lk ing about taking them before that  Imm'igrat ion judge who de-

por ted  them.  I 'm ta lk ing  about  two d i f fe ren t  cour ts .  The Immigra t ion

judge can on ly  hear  admin is t ra t i ve  mat te rs ,  admin is t ra t i ve  p roceed ing- -

tha t ' s  wha t  a  depor ta t ion  hear ing  iS ,  i t ' s  an  admin is t ra t i ve  p ro -

ceed ing ;  i t ' s  no t  a  c r im ina l  p roceed ing .  I f  you ' re  go ing  to  b r ing

cr im ina l  charges  aga ins t  the  a l ien ,  you  have to  take  them before

the Magistrate to be arraigned; and then, i f  necessary,  before the

federal  judge.

Let me ask you a quest ' ion regarding the apprehension of  women. Several

stor ies have appeared in the papers in Ju{rez regarding the abuse of

some women, and of ten t ' imes I  hear these charges from women themselves--

that  they have been mishandled and raped by Border Patrolmen. How

much truth is in some of those stor ies?

Wel l ,  I  have never  had such charges  brought  aga ins t  me,  and I ' ve

never  had to  inves t iga te  such an  a l legat ion .  That  i s ,  I ' ve  never

had to  look  in to  any  such a l legat ion  tha t  was  made aga ins t  an  Immigra-

t ion  o f f i cer .  I 'm speak ing  on ly  o f  E l  Paso,  because tha t rs  the  on ly
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p lace  I 'm fami l ia r  w i th  tha t  I  cou ld  speak  in  those te rms;  I  don ' t

reca l l  a  s ing le  ins tance o f  an  o f f i cer  be ing  accused in  the  E l  Paso

sector who was found gui ' l ty .  Several  have been accused, and I  can

think of  at  least  two who have had to go to court  because of  i t .

The i r  case was d ismissed,  i f  I 'm no t  mis taken.  I  don ' t  even remember

the  o f f i cers 'names.  Th is  was even be fore  I  came to  E l  Paso as  an

inves t iga tor .  I  was  s t i l l  a  Border  Pat ro l  agent  ou t  in  S ie r ra  B lanca.

But I  do recal l  that  two of f icers were brought up on rape charges

by  an  i l l ega l  fema le  a l ien ,  and  the  case  was  d ismissed .  I  don ' t

remember why now, whether i t  was a technica' l i ty  or  whether there was

s imply  insu f f i c ien t  ev idence;  bu t  i t  was  d ismissed.  As  fa r  as  I

know,  no  o f f i cer  has  been found gu i l t y  o f  such charges .

Cou ld  you te l l  me about  exper iences  tha t  s tand ou t  in  your  mind  tha t

you 've  had s ince  jo in ing  the  Immigra t ion  Serv ice ,  bo th  on  the  humorous

s ide  and on  the  t rag ic  s ide?

Wel l ,  o f  course ,  on  the  t rag ic  s ide- -we see th is  qu i te  o f ten- -a re

the  i l l ega l  a l iens ,  o f  course .  The Immigra t ion  o f f i cer  i s  expec ted

to uphold the let ter  of  the law. Nowo our agency has been depicted

by some as the Service wi th a heart--meaning that we at tempt to en-

force the law, but wi th understanding and with compassion. And we

do do  tha t ,  because a f te r  a l l ,  you  have to  rea l i ze  tha t  we don ' t

en force  the  law l i ke  a  po l i ce  o f f i cer .  We ' re  dea l ing  w i th  human be ings

who have fami l ies ,  who have fami ly  t ies ,  who have poss ib ly  been here

long enough to  es tab l i sh  roo ts .  I f  you  f ind  such a  fami ly  un i t  tha t

has  had su f f i c ien t  t ime to  es tab l i sh  i t se l f  to  some degree,  and

then you come a long and f ind  ou t  tha t  they ' re  i l1ega1,  the  law says

that you wi l l  take them into custody and that you wi l ' l  immediately
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arraign them before the nearest  Magistrate.  Wel l ,  of  course, not

every al ien who is apprehended is taken before a Magistrate;  because

we have what we cal l  the voluntary departure,  which by far  the major i ty

o f  i l l ega l  Mex ican a l iens  are  gran ted- -vo lun tary  depar tu re  to  the i r

home country.  But,  here you have this fami ly i  and even i f  they have

requested and have been granted a voluntary departure,  what have you

done to th'is family? You have taken them out of the home they have

had t ime to  es tab l i sh ;  the  ch i ld ren  are  in  pub l i c  schoo ls ,  the  fa ther

has a good jobo the mother has cul t ivated fr iends in the neighbor-

hood and in  the  communi fy .  And i t ' s  in  the  midd le  o f  the  day  on  a

schoolday, and you go from school  to school  to school  p icking up the

ch i ld ren ;  and a l l  the  o ther  ch i ld ren  want  to  know,  "What 's  wrong,

what 's  go ' ing  on ,  what 's  happen ing?"  I t rs  very  embar rass ' ing  fo r  the

ch i ld ren- -espec ia l l y  the  teenagers ,  and espec ia l l y  the  female  teen-

agers .  I t ' s  l i te ra l l y  hor r ib le  fo r  them--espec ia l l y  i f  the  Immigra-

t ion  Serv ice  o f f i cer  happens to  be  in  un i fo rm.  A f te r  a l l ,  anyone who 's

l ived in the Southwest for  any per iod of  t ime can spot a Border

Patrolman a mi le away. In that  s i tuat ion,  nobody needs to ask any

quest ion  [about ]  what 's  happen ing .  Immedia te ly  th is  young teenage g i r l

a l l  o f  her  f r iends  in  the  c lassroom know what  the  prob lem' is - -she 's

an i l lega l  a l ien .  And many t imes a  lo t  o f  them d idn ' t  even know i t .

And as  she leaves  the  room she hears  "pssopss ,  PSS"  beh ind  her ,  and

i t ' s  degrad ing .

Have you gone through that?

0h,  yes .  I ' ve  gone th rough such a  th ing  r igh t  here  in  the  c i ty  o f  E1 Paso; I fue  done

this sort  of  th ing.  And how dolou do that? How do you sat isfy the law, and

yet do i t  wi thout causing someone to be hurt ,  w' i thout caus' ing embamass-

ment ,  and w i thout  g iv ing  peop ' le  an  oppor tun i ty  to  make d isparag ing
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remarks about you--"Gestapo" for  example? How do I  go and pul l

chi ldren out of  a school  wi thout appear ing to some degree to be a

ces tapo- type ind iv idua l?  I t ' s  ex t remely  d i f f i cu l t .  To  say  the  leas t ,

I 'm damned i f  I  do ,  I 'm damned j f  I  don ' t .  I f  I  don ' t  do  nry  job  I

shou ld  be  f i red .  I f  I  dg  do  my jobo I 'm go ing  to  make enemies .  0 f

course, when I  took th is job I  d idn' t  expect anyone to come over and

pat me on the back and tel l  me what a great fe l low I  was. I  d id

not  a t  a l l  expec t  tha t .  Bu t  you 've  go t  to  agree ,  there  aren ' t  too

many other law enforcement of f icers that  have to face this part icular

s i tua t ion .  There  is  a  pa in t ing  tha t  hangs  on  the  wa l l  over  my desk

in  the  o f f i ce .  I t  i s  a  p ic tu re  taken in  the  la te  even ing  hours

as  the  sun is  se t t ing ,  and i t  dep ' i c ts  an  e ' lder ly  gent leman- -Mex ican

obv ious ly - -h is  son and h is  daughter - in - law.  0n  the  shou lders  o f  h is

son is  a  smal l  ch i ld .  And the  e lder ' l y  gent leman is  he lp ing  what  i s

obv ious ly  h is  w i fe  ou t  o f  the  water .  And they ' re  coming across  the

Ri 'o eranae River,  about to come up on the Un' i ted States bank side. I t

i s  a  p i t i fu l  p ic tu re  to  say  the  leas t ,  bu t  i t ' s  a  p ic tu re  tha t  was

taken by an Immigrat ion of f icer for  the Immigrat ion Service.  I f

there 's  anyone who th inks  tha t  the  Immigra t ion  Serv ' i ce  doesn ' t

genu ine ly  fee l  the  respons ib i l i t y  tha t  i s  upon the i r  shou lderso  come

look  a t  tha t  p ic tu re .  There 's  no  vvay  you can look  a t  tha t  p ic tu re . . .

M:  Is  tha t  genu ' ine?

S:  I t ' s  a  pho tograph ,  i t ' s  no t  a  pa in t ing .

M:  Long  d is tance  lens  o r  i s  i t  c lose  up?

S:  No ,  no .  I t ' s  c lose  up .

M: These people didn' t  know they were being photographed?

S: 0h yeah, they knew they were being photographed. The elder ly man,

for example,  is  leading the way in the picture.  You can see that

he 's  lead ing ,  and  he 's  no t  look ing  a t  the  camera ;  he 's  look ing  o f f

l 6
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to  the  r igh t  o f  the  cameraman,  wh ich  wou ld  seem to  ind ica te  tha t

he  was look ing  a t  another  Pat ro l  agent  who was there .  You can te l l

he's looking at  something or somebody. But anyone who thinks that

the  Immigra t ion  Serv ice  is  hard ,  tha t  we take  pr ide  in  hur t ing  peop le

or that  we intend to hurt  peop' le and embarrass people,  and disrupt

the i r  fami ly  l i fe  and d isp lace  them jus t  to  cause them misery  shou ld

come look  a t  tha t  p ic tu re .  I t  te l l s  a  s to ry .

Can you reca l l  a  spec i f i c  ins tance where  you were  invo lved in  th is

k ind  o f  s i tua t ion  tha t  invo lved bad fee l ings  on  the  par t  o f  the  person

be ing  apprehended,  tha t  a f fec ted  you emot iona l l y?

Not too many where the apprehended subject had bad feel ings toward

me.  I t ' s  amaz ing .  In  the  major i t y  o f  the  cases ,  the  i1 ]ega l  a l iens

are extremely understanding. They understand their  own si tuat ion and

the  s i tua t ion  o f  the  Immigra t ion  o f f i cer  be t te r  than our  own c i t i zens

do. For example,  you spoke a few minutes ago of  some of the bad

publ ic i ty that  appeared in the Ju{rez papers some t ime back, not

comple te ly  conf ined to  the  abuse o f  females .  I t  went  in to  a  lo t  o f

o ther  th ings ,  l i ke  mal t rea tment  a t  the  br idges  and so  on  and so  fo r th .

Spec i f i ca l l y ,  now,  I  have in  mind  the  mal t rea tment  tha t  was  a l leged

at  the  br idges .  Wel lo  a t  tha t  par t i cu la r  t ime I  had a  f r iend  who was

Immigrant Inspector down on the br idges. He made i t  h is pract ice to

occas iona l l y  ask  some o f  the  a l iens  tha t  he  was do ing  bus iness  w i th

there,  "Have you read the news in the newpapers?" "0h yesr"  the

a l ien  wou ld  say ,  " I  read the  news. "  "Wel l ,  have you been mal t rea ted

at our br idges, have you been pushed around and shown d' isrespect and

t rea ted  fas  be ing ]  less  than a  human be ing?"  oNo. "  "Wel l  then,  why  do

you think your newspaper would pr int  such a th ing?" And the answer was,

"They ' re  fu l l  o f  a  lo t  o f  t rash . "  Now,  tha t  came f rom the i r  peop leo

S:

not  ours - - the i rs .  So,  my po in t  i s  th is :  The i r  unders tand ing  many
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t imes fa r  surpasses  our  own o f  the  who le  s i tua t ion .  They  rea l i ze

that i t  is  necessary to have some sort  of  an organized immigrant

po l i cy ;  and because o f  the  c i rcumstances  o f  the  Mex ican peop le  and

the prosper i ty that  we enjoy here,  they real ize that  we cannot al low

anyone and everyone that wants to come f looding into th is country

[ to Oo so] because of  the disastrous ef fects that  i t  would have upon

our economy. So they do not hold i t  against  the Immigrant Inspector

on the br idge who has to cause them to abide by those rules,  or

the Immigrat ion of f icer who arrests them after they have entered

the  Un i ted  Sta tes  i l l ega l l y .  A  th ing  tha t  I  thought  was ra ther

amusing a few years back [was] when this business came out about

adv is ing  peop ' le  o f  the i r  r igh ts ,  because th is  became one o f  the  th ings

in  cour t .  The f i rs t  th ing  they 'd  ask  [was ] ,  "Were  you adv ised by

th is  o f f i cer  o f  your  r igh ts?"  And I  have no th ing  aga ins t  th is .  I

th ink  th is  i s  r igh t  and i t  shou ld  be  th is  way.  But  when we s ta r ted

do ing  th is  w i th  the  a l iens ,  we ran  in to  a  very  funny  s i tua t ion- -answers

we would get f rom these people.  We had this th ing mimeographed or

wri t ten up on a standard form that states their  r ights in Spanish,

word for word--very good Spanish, easi ly understood. The standard rule

is  tha t  you  a l low the  ind iv idua l  to  read i t  fo r  h imse l f  and then you

take i t  and read i t  to him, and then ask him, "Do you understand your

r igh ts  under  the  Const i tu t ion  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes?"  Wel l ,  when we

f i rs t  s ta r ted  do ing  th is ,  and you wou ld  ask  th is  person,  "Do you under -

stand your r ight  under the Const i tut ion of  the Uni ted States?' ,  some

of  them,  espec ia l l y  the  o lder  men,  wou ld  ge t  the  oddest  look  on  the i r

face. And many of  them would answer you this way: "Those are the

r ights that  are inherent to al l  human beings given by Godo why do

you read them to me?" And this is f rom an uneducated, poor,  ignorant
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man. la lhen you get those kind of  answers f rom people l ike that  i t

says an awful  lot  for  their  understanding of  the problem.

Can you recal l  any humorous instances that you yoursel f  have been

involved in or some other Border Patrolmen that you know, in appre-

hend ing  i1  lega l  s?

Yes,  yes .  fThere 's ]  one I  a ' lways  th ink  o f  ;  I  s t i  1 l  smi  I  e  when I

th ink  o f  i t .  Th is  was when I  was  Border  Pat ro l  agent  in  S ie r ra  B lanca.

Down south  o f  S iema B lanca,approx imate ly  8  o r  9  mi les ,  I  guess ,

there is a pass through the Whitman Mountains that  has probably

been used by people coming from Mtix ico for  centur ies,  l i teral ' ly .

0n  the  eas tern  s lope o f  th is  pass ,  i t ' s  easy  to  c l imb up  or  easy  to

c l imb down,  e i ther  way.  But  on  the  western  s lope i t ' s  ex t remely

s teep and [ i t ' s ]  necessary  fo r  a  human be ing  to  ac tua l l y  go  up  the

last  few hundred feet on both hands and feet-- thatrs how steep i t  is .

Anyone around here  who 's  fami l ia r  w i th  our  mounta ins  rea l i zes  tha t

i t ' s  jus t  pure  rock ,  and I  mean rugged as  can be .  I  have c l imbed to

the top of  that  pass, and on both s ' ides looking down the path is pure

rock .  I t ' s  about  4  inches  deep and i t ' s  ius t  about  a  foo t  and a  ha l f

wide, and the bottom of i t  has been ground to whi te,  whi te powder,

bu t  i t ' s  jn  rock .  Cat t le  won ' t  go  up  there- - they  can ' t  ge t  up  there .

A few deer,  sure,  but  they wouldn' t  go that high because there's

no vegetat ion.  That t ra i l  was put there and made and worn out of  that

rock  by  peop le  coming across .  So,  i t ' s  a  ma jor  c ross ing  po in t .  I

can remember one instance when I  had checked al l  of  the drag roads

in that  area and I  found no fresh tracks,  which was rather odd for

that t ime of  year.  I t  was the summer months-- i t  was nice to t ravel

e i ther  by  day  or  by  n igh t ,  espec ia l l y  s ince  the  moon was fu l t  i t  t f ra t

part icular t ime. But f there were] no t racks.  I  found that rather

unusua l ;  so  I  dec ided to  go  in to  th is  canyon to  see i f  poss ib ly  any
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had c rossed and la id  up  in  the  canyon to  res t  dur ing  the  ho t

hours of  the day and then intended to walk on dur ing the coo' l  hours

of the af ternoon and evening, wh' ich many of  them did,  So I  got  up

in there and I  was by mysel f ,  on foot because you can' t  even get fn

there wi th a jeep. I  walked back up in there and I  had gone in for

about  ha l f  a  mi le .  A long th is  canyon,  where  the  water  runs  ou t  dur ing

the spr ing thaw from the top where the snow melts,  are gigant ic

o ld ,  o ld  cedar  t rees .  They  s tay  green the  year  round,  and i l lega ls

have a  hab i t  o f  c rawl ing  up  under  these o ld  cedar  t rees  and lay ' ing

up dur ing  the  ho t  hours  o f  the  day .  Th is  one par t i cu la r  t ree  tha t

I  remember,  for  several  yards al l  the way-around i t ,  i t  had a real

th ick  th icke t  o f  mesqu i te  bushes  tha t  you  cou ldn ' t  see  th rough.  They

were  jus t  a  l i t t le  h igher  than a  man 's  head,  so  tha t  s tand ing  ou ts ide

of  a l l  o f  tha t r  Vou cou ld  no t  see  underneath  o f  tha t  b ig  cedar  t ree .

I  was  on  a  major  t ra i l  and  had jus t  topped a  l i t t le  r i se ,  when a l l  o f

a  sudden fa in t ' l y  I  heard  men ta lk ing  in  Span ishrand I  cou ld  hear  one

laugh occas iona l ' l y .  Because o f  the  s t i l l ness  o f  the  day- - i t  was  about

l :00 ,  l :30  in  the  a f te rnoon- - i t  was  d i f f i cu l t  to  te l l  where  i t  was

coming f rom,  because i t  was  bounc ing  o f f  a l l  the  d i f fe ren t  wa l ls  in

the  canyon there .  F ina l l y  I  dec ided tha t  i t  was  over  near  th is  b ig

tree and I  began walking over there.  I  was watching the ground as I

walked--and sure enough I  came up on fresh tracks where they had

walked in to  th is  th icke t .  I  go t  in  there ,  and low and beho ld  there

were  no  less  than l5  i l ' l ega l  ma le  a l iens  ly ing  around under  th is  t ree .

They had been eat ing lunch there;  they had a habi t  of  carry ing sar-

d ines  and Premium crackers  and corn  to r t i l l as  and green ch i les  in  the

smal l  can ,  and l imes by  the  hundreds .  And th is  i s  the i r  d ie t  when

they're crossing the country on foot.
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M:

S:

Water?

Water natural ly;  yeah, water.  l , r later,  bel  ieve i t  or  not ,  is  p lent i fu l

in  tha t  count ry .  Usua l ly  you  can see another  w indmi l l  in  the  d is tance

from the one you're at ,  get t ing water,  and most of  them have in

their  group a man who has crossed that country before,  so that he

knows the waterholes.  At  any rate,  I  walked over there and many of

them were  as leep.  t I ]  wa lked r igh t  up  the  midd le  o f  them before

any  o f  them rea l l y  knew tha t  I  was  there .  They  d fdn ' t  do  any fh ing

[because] they probably thought I  was one of  them; but eventual ly

one of  them turned and looked at  me. Natural ly [he]  knew what I  was;

and when he got quiet  the rest  of  them turned and looked. We got

them a l l  awake,  and go t  the i r  gear  together ,  and I  go t  them in  s ing le

f i le .  Now mind you,  there 's  15  men here ,  and we hegan wa lk ing  down

the wash.

hlere you armed?

I was armed, yes,  [but ] I  d idn ' t  have to  pu l l  the  p is to l  o r  any th ' ing .

my pistol  in al1 my fyears of ]  Service.  ButI  have never  had to  pul  I

at  any  ra te ,  I  go t  them in  s ing le  f i le  there ;  we began wa lk ing .

No res is tance?

No resistance whatever.  I  was about in the midway of  the l ine.  At

some points_the wash would take such a sharp turn [ that ]  they had

begun to scatter out,  to the extent that  the head of  the l ine or the

ta i l  o f  the  l ine  wou ld  be  ou t  o f  s igh t  fun  me.  But ,  a f te r  a l l  n  there

was nothing I  could do about i t .  I f  they wanted to run, what are you

going to do? Are you going to leave the 90 and 9 to go get the one?

No,  you ' re  go ing  to  s tay  w i th  the  90  and 9 .  So,  I  d idn ' t  womy about

i t .  When I  go t  to  the  jeep I  s t i l l  had  15  male  a l iens .  And here  I

was  w i th  one  jeep ,  by  myse l f ,  and  l5  i l l ega l  a l i ens ;  and  I  cou ldn ' t

ge t  anyone on  the  rad io .  So,  I  pu t  the  a l iens  in  every  ava i lab le
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spot - - I  lowered the  ta i lga te ,  f i l ]ed  up  the  in te r io r  o f  the  jeep,

put some on the tai lgate,  I  put  3 in the cab with mysel f ,  I  put  one

on each front fender so they could rest  their  feet  on the bumper,  and

I put 3 on the roof r ight  above the windshjeld.  And very s lowly we

started down the county road. I ' l l  never forget one old gent leman;

he was s i t t ing  r igh t  over  me on the  roo f ,  He began s ing ing ;  and a

l i t t le  o f  the  song I  cou ld  unders tand,  bu t  some o f  i t  d idn ' t  make

sense to  me.  But  he  was s ing ing  about  Ch icago.  So I  asked h im i f

he  knew Ch icago.  He sa id ,  "0h  yes ,  I  know Ch icago rea l  we l l .  I t ' s

a good town--p ' lenty of  work,  a good l i fe--swim in the lakes."  And he

just  went on and on and on about the th ings you could do in chicago.

So f ina l l y  he  says ,  "Le t ' s  go  to  Ch icago, ' ,  mean ing  me and the  jeep

and  a l l  o f  the  i l l ega l  a l i ens .  I  was  k idd ing  w i th  h im and  I  sa id ,

"Bu t  I  don ' t  have  enough  gaso ' l i ne . "  And  he  sa id r "Oh,  we ,1 I  buy

gaso l ine . "  I  sa id ,  "Bu t  I  don ' t  have  much  money . "  He  sa id , ' ,0h ,  I ' ve

got  p len ty  o f  money. "  And th is  o ld  mano who was i l l i te ra te  and un-

educated, reached in his pocket and held i t  down inside the cab through

my window so  tha t  I  cou ld  see i t - -a  ro l l  o f  money about  2  inches  th ick .

I  d idnr t  bo ther  to  count  i t  o r  look  a t  i t ;  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  Mex ican cur rency ,

i t  was U.S. currency. And he laughecl ,  and [was] very jovial  about

th is  th ing .  And  a l l  o f  the  res t  o f  them were ' laugh ing  and  k idd ing .

I t  h i t  me [about]  the spir i t  of  these peop' le.  when you real ize that

they had come from the interior of Mdxico, for the most part they

walked from their  hometown to the border,  then I  know they walked from

there to where I  caught them because there are no roads and therets

no t ranspor ta t ion ;  they  pu t  up  w i th  a l l  o f  tha t  d i r t  and f i l th  and

d iscomfor t  and co ld  n igh ts  (and i t ' s  co ld  in  the  n igh t  ou t  in  the

desert  out  there any way) and al l  of  th is.  And then af ter  a l l  of
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th is ,  here  comes an

them in  a  jeep,  and

23

up, throws

to El Paso

Immigrat ion of f icer and snatches them

they know he's going to take them back

and shove them r igh t  back  across  the  r i ver ;  and a l l  o f  th is  w i l l

have been for naught.  And yet,  they can laugh and kid and carry on.

To me, I  thought i t  was very humorous, yet  a s i tuat ion that you could

learn something from.

M: Did you fee' l  apprehensive dur ing any of  that  t ime? You were one

against  15. Did any thoughts come across your mind that they might

just  overpower you and take over?

S:  Not  rea l l y .  You see,  l i ke  I  sa id  p rev ious ly  when we began the  in te r -

v iew, my father has always been in the Immigrat ion Service.  I  can

remember one ' instance when I was a kid, when I was lgt in the Immigra-

t ion  Serv ice  myse l f ,  I  was  in  the  7 th  g rade.  We l i ved  in  a  l i t t le

town ca l led  Fa l fu r r iaso  Texas .  I t ' s  about  85  or  90  mi les  eas t  ou t

of  Laredo, Texas. We l ived on a smal l  farm of  about 
. l25 

acres

outside of  town. There was a road that led r ight  through the middle

of our property f rom front to back. One evening I  was on the horse

that I  ownedo and I  was just  behind the house r id ing toward the wind-

mi l l .  0n  my r igh t  was  a  ta l l  s tead o f  cedar  t rees ,  and on  the  o ther

s ide  o f  tha t  [was ]  a  smal l  s t r ip  o f  b rush ;  and then th is  road tha t

I  was speaking of .  I  had the horse at  a t rot .  Al l  of  a sudden he

came to a stop and he would not move. His head was real  h igh and his

ears were very tense, and I  could te l l  he could see something or

hear  someth ing ;  bu t  I  cou ldn ' t  see  a  th ing .  F ina l l y ,  I  t r i ed  to

get him to turn and go back toward the house, which he d' id.  Now the

road began at the soft cedars, and went around them and around the

end of  th is smal l  str ip of  brush where I  was in the road. And I

tu rned and looked up  the  road,  and here  was no th ing  bu t  i ' l 1ega1 a l iens .



SMITH 24

The lead man was a lmost  on  me;  and they  were  jus t  s ing le  f i le - -k ids ,

women, men, carry ing everything they owned on their  backs,c lear down

this road as far  as I  could see. I  turned and hol lered to my father

who was down in  the  barn  tha t  these i1 lega l  a l iens  were  coming up

the  road.  So he  wa lked- -he  d idnr t  run- - to  the  house and pu t  on  h is

pistol  and came backo came out there to where I  was. When he got

there,  no one had run or anything. Some of them had stopped and were

jus t  look ing  a t  me.  Others  cont inued wa lk ing .  But  no  one had s ta r ted

running away or t ry ing to hide. But when they saw my father and saw

hjs gun, two men crawled through the barbed wire fence and started

runn ing  across  an  open f ie ld  tha t  was  on  the  oppos i te  s ide  o f  the

road from the soft  cedars.  He told me to take the horse and go down

there  and s top  them.  Here  I  am jus t  a  punk  k id ,  a  l i t t le  b i t t y  boy ,

7th grade. And I  rode down there on my horse. I  d idn' t  even have a

sadd le ,  I  was  r id ing  bareback .  I  d idn ' t  know how to  speak  a  word

of  Span ish .  These two men tu rned;  [ they  had]  a  b ig  smi le  on  the i r

face. They weren' t  scared; they knew I  wasn' t  going to run over

them with a horse. [ fhey]  turned and looked at  me and smi led real

big,  stopped, turned around, walked back over the fence, craw' led

through the fence back on the road. Now this al l  happened about 250

yards f rom where my dad was standing and he had a pistol  on his hip.

There's no way he could have shot any one of  them with that  p istol

f rom tha t  d is tance- - imposs ib le .  Yet  those two men,  i t  d idn ' t  even

en te r  the i r  m ind  to  even  res is t  th i s  l i t t l e  k id  on  th is  horse .  And

as long as I  have been in the Service,  I  have never had to pul1

my p is to l ;  and I ' ve  on ly  had to  phys ica l l y  subdue one a l ien ,  and

tha t  a l ' i en  was drunk .
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M:

S :

How do you account for  lack of  resistance?

I  account  fo r  i t  in  tha t  these peop le  a re  no t  c r im ina ls ,  a f te r  a l i ,

in that  sense of  the word. They have not murdered, the major i ty have

not stolen; they have not done any of  these sorts of  th ings.  After

a l l ,  i f  you  have commi t ted  such a  c r ime as  tha t ,  the  urge  to  run  is

there--or the urge to resist  is  there--because of  the sever i ty of

the cr ime conuni t ted.  In th is instance, the sever i ty of  the cr imeo

to  say  the  leas t ,  i s  min ima l .  They 've  v io la ted  the  law,  yes ;  bu t

they ' re  no t  a  c r im ina l  as  such.  A f te r  a l l ,  why  do  we ca l l  th is  fac i ' l j t y

we have on Montana Street out here a ' rdetent ion" faci l i ty? Because

i t  was  never  in tended to  house hardened c r im ina ls .  I t  i s  on ly  a  p ' lace

where  we de ta in  them in  a  min ima l  secur i ty  fac i l i t y  un t i l  such  t ime

as we can provide transportat ion to the border and return them to

[4dx ico .  That ' s  a l l  i t ' s  in tended fo r .  They  rea l i ze  tha t  we have

common sense enough to t reat  them commensurate wi th the cr ime that

was commit ted.

There  are  a  coup le  o f  o ther  a reas  tha t  I 'd  l i ke  to  ge t  in to .  One

dea ls  w i th  what  you were  ta lk ing  about  be fore ,  the  in f luence o f

po1 i t i c ians  tha t  p revent  the  Immigra t ion  Serv ice  f rom c lo ing  i t s  job .

Cou ld  you e labora te  on  the  in f luence tha t  i s  found in  the  E l  Paso

region that keeps the personnel  of  the Border Patrol  at  a level  where

i t  can ' t  rea l l y  do  the  job?

Wel l ,  w i thou t  be ing  spec i f i c  (wh ich  I  won ' t  be ) ,  I ' . l 1  p resen t  a

couple th ings l t f rat ]  are facts and everybody knows. The Rodino Bi l l

is  st i l l  pending before Congress. The Chamber of  Commerce of  El  Paso

is  very  ou tspoken and has  pub l ic ly  s ta ted  tha t  they ' re  aga ins t  i t .

To be fair  wi th themo they're ta lk ing about only the border area--

tha t ' s  a l l  they ' re  ta lk ing  about .  And they  say  tha t  w i th in  the  border

M:

S :
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area there  is  a  need fo r  unsk i l led  labor ,  wh ich  is  what  most  o f

these people [who] enter into the border area [are] .  Therefore,

i t ' s  un fa i r  to  pena l ize  the  employer  who h ' i res  them,  wh ich  wou ld  hap-

pen under  the  Rod ino  B i l l ,  when he  is  no t  ab le  to  ob ta in  e i ther

c i t i zen  or  lega1 a l ien  he lp  to  do  the  same job .  I  had one gent le -

man ( I ' l l  no t  name h im)  te l l  me tha t  [ t i r i s  i s  so ]  espec ia l l y  when

we have a federal  agency who is making welfare payments to these

people,  many t imes equal  to the pay that they cou' ld get for  doing

these  unsk i l l ed  jobs .  So  why  shou ld  lega l  o r  c i t i zen  he lp  take

a iob that doesn' t  pay any more than they would get on welfare any-

way? That was his comment.  As a c i t izen, as my own pr ivate,  per-

sona l  op in ion- -speak ing  o ther  than [as ]  an  Immigra t ion  o f f i cer - -

tha t ' s  qy  op in ion .  As  se t  up  a t  p resent ,  the  we l fa re  sys tem we

have encourages  th is  very  th ' ing .  I  on ly  have to  o f fe r  the  l i s t  o f

iobs advert ised in the local  newspapers that  go begging day in and

day ou to  and then compare  tha t  w i th  the  job less  ra te  wh ich  is  de-

r ived from the number of  peop' le on the welfare roles,  and I  ask the

quest ion,  " ln jhy don' t  we put those on this wel fare role over here

in to  these jobs  tha t  go  begg ing  day  in  and day  ou t?"  Because those

people are not wi l l ing to work at  those jobs for what they pay when

they  can ob ta in  tha t  we l fa re  check .  No,  d  lo t  o f  peop le  say ,  "Yeso

but they were la id of f ,  or  f i red (or what have you) f rom this or

tha t  o r  the  o ther . "  These are  a l1  po l i t i ca l  p ressures  pu t  upon the

Immigra t ion  Serv ice  any  way you look  a t  i t .  In  the  f ina l  ana lys is ,

i t  creates pressure on the Immigrat ion Service.  Why? Because we

now have i11ega l  a l iens  on  the  we l fa re  ro les .  And tha t  can  be  proven

and documented.  And you have the  Chamber  o f  Commerce loca l l y ' in  the

border  a rea  who opposes  the  Rod ino  B i l l ,  wh ich  the  Immigra t ion  Serv ice



SMITH 27

feels would give them a very good enforcement tool .  How about the

Senators and Congressmen who l ive in states that  der ive the major i ty

o f  the ' i r  income f rom agr icu l tu ra l  work  wh ich  because o f  i t s  na ture

requ i res  a  lo t  o f  unsk i l l ed  labor?  I  g i ve  you ,  fo r  exampleo  the

s ta tes  o f  Texas ,  Ok lahoma,  Arkansas ,  Southern  Ca l i fo rn ia - - these are

al l  states that  have this very prob' lem. Where do you f ind these

Senators and Congressmen vot ing? For more appropr iat ions for  the

Immigra t ion  Serv ice? No.  For  leg is ' la t ion  tha t  wou ld  he lp  us  en force

the  law? No.  These are  a l1  po l i t i ca l  p rob lems.  Another  po l i t i ca l

problem that the Immigrat ion Serv ' ice created for i tsel f  is  the lack

o f  pub l i c i t y  on  the  par t  o f  the  Immigra t ion  Serv ice  about  the  i ' l 1ega1

a l ien  prob lem.  For  so  many years  we sa id  no th ing .  We d idn ' t  te l l

the  peop ' le  what  was happen ing .  We d idn ' t  te l l  the  peop le  the  number

o f  i l ' l ega1  a l iens  we  were  apprehend ing ,  we  d idn ' t  te l l  t he  pub l i c  tha t

we were operat ing on substandard equipment,  and that we were under-

manned and had insu f f fc ien t  funds .  We d idn ' t  te l l  any  o f  th is .  As

a mat te r  o f  fac t ,  we had one h igh  o f f i c ia l  in  the  Wash ing ton  o f f i ce

who was giv ing a port ion of  our appropr iat ions back to Congress each

year,  when [at  the same t ime] our Border Patrol  agents in Southern

Cal i fo rn ia  were  s iphon ing  gaso l ine  ou t  o f  the i r  own persona ' l  cars

to  pu t ' in  government  veh ic les  so  tha t  they  cou ld  do  the i r  job .  And

I  a lso  found ou t ,  to  my own as ton ishment ,  tha t  no t  un t i l  Commiss ioner

Chapman took over had the Immigrat ion Service ever had on i ts payro' |1

a  Pub l i c  Re la t ions  man.

That has changed now.

That has changed now. l l le now have a Publ ic Relat ions Department.
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M: And there's more of  an ef for t  to get out the informat ion to the

publ  ic  and so forth?

R' ish t .

Here in the El  Paso region, you ment ioned that there are some power-

ful  farmers that  seem to exert  a lot  of  pressure and support  th is

i l lega l  sys tem tha t  we have tha t  Dr .  S toddard  ta lks  about  in  h is

paper.  What is your exper ience with that?

I t ' s  t rue ;  i t ' s  happened.  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  I  persona l ly  had one

of  these fa rmers  f i le  a  g r ievance aga ins t  me.  He contac ted  h is

Congressman,  who then contac ted  the  o f f i c ia ls  in  Wash ing ton ,  who then

contacted my immediate supervisors here in El  Paso, who then got hold

of my senior patrol  agent in Sierra Blanca, who then got me on the

carpet  because o f  a  conversa t iE  tha t  th is  fa rmer  and I  had.  I  d idn ' t

apprehend a  s ing le  a l ien .  I t  was  because o f  a  conversa t ion  tha t  he

and I  had.  In  essence,  he  to ld  me tha t  I  had no  bus iness  on  h is

property.  l^ le l l ,  of  course, I  can support  my having been there wi th

author i ty granted me under the law. That is,  d l l  I  had to do was

submi t  the  records  tha t  we keep on  the  number  o f  i11ega1 a l iens  appre-

hended on one piece of  property as my reason for being there in the

f i rs t  p1ace,  s ince  tha t  p roves  tha t  i t  i s  a  p lace  tha t  i s  known to

h j re  i l l ega l  a l i ens .  And  as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  i t  t u rns  ou t  tha t

th is  par t i cu la r  fa rmer  was the  most  ser ious  v io la to r  o f  th is  very

th ing .  He probab ly  h i red  more  i1 ' lega l  a l iens  than any  o ther  fa rmer

in  tha t  a rea .  A  lo t  o f  peop le  w i l l  say ,  "Yeah ,  bu t  he 's  the  b igges t . "

We l l ,  tha t  doesn ' t  have  any th ing  to  do  w i th  i t .  He  s t i l l  h i res  i11ega1

a l iens .  So ,  th i s  i s  po l i t i ca l  p ressure .

Le t  me end th is  in te rv iew w i th  a  ques t ion  on  the  l igh t  s ide .  Can

you th ink  o f  any  jokes  about  the  i11ega1 prob lem tha t  a re  cur ren t

with the Border Patrol  people?

S:

M:

S :
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S:  Yes .  One tha t  I  ment ioned is  th is  bus iness  o f  the  west  ra i l road

br idge.  When you ask  any  a l ien  who 's  c rossed th is  b r idge where  he

crossed,  he  re fe rs  to  i t  as  the  "puente  negro"  because ' i t ' s  pa ' in ted

b lack- - i t ' s  a  s tee l  b lack  br idge.  And the  Border  Pat ro lman then

sometimes returns wi th "puente m{s famoso,"  which s imply means that

i t 's  the most famous br idge of  a l l  the br idges--even more famous than

the br idges where the lega-]  people go back and forth.  [This is]

in t imat ing  tha t  more  peop le  c ross  i1 ' lega l ' l y  across  the  b lack  br idge

than c ross  the  1ega1 br idges ,  wh ich  o f  course  is  no t  t rue ;  bu t  [ i t

i s ]  s imp ly  pu t  fo r th  as  a  joke .  One th ing  I  want  to  b r ing  ou t ,  though,

tha t  w i l l  make you,  persona l ly ,  ge t  a  be t te r  fee l  fo r  th is  p rob lem

is th is:  You work for  the Universi ty system in the state of  Texas.

Las t  year  the  appropr ia t ions  gran ted  by  the  s ta te  leg is la tu re  o f

Texas  fo r  the  opera t ion  o f  the  Un ivers i ty  were  $400 mi l l ion .  Las t

year the Immigrat ion Service of  the Uni ted States,  to conduct i ts

operat ions wor ld-wide, was a. l l ,ocated by the Congress of  the Uni ted

Sta tes  less  than $300 m' i l l  i on .

We have more money than you do.

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

Any other jokes that are standard wi th Immigrat ion people about the

s i tua t ion  here?

No.  We t ry ,  o f  course ,  to  keep our  sense o f  humor .  I t ' s  necessary

in  a  s i tua t ion  such as  th is .  But  [ there  aren ' t ]  what  I  wou ld  cons ider

standard jokes; no. None come to mind at  any rate at  the moment,

except  fo r  tha t  one about  the  b lack  ra i l road br idges .  And one need

only go down there about 7:00' in the morning on any weekday, and then

you '1  I  see .

I  th ink  I ' l l  take  you up  on  the  inv j ta t ion  and go  down there  some

Saturday.

?9
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I t ' s  an  eye-opener ;  i t  rea l l y  i s .

I ' d  l i ke  to  see  tha t .

Monday morning especial ly,  because on Monday morning the maids are

a l l  coming to  work .  Those tha t  a re  l i ve- in  [ma ids ]  who went  back  home

to  Judrez  fo r  the  weekend w i l l  be  coming back ,  and those tha t  s imp]y

have a  da i ' l y  job  w i ' l1  be  coming over .  For  example ,  I  don, t  know

whether  you read the  ar t i c le  las t  ruesday ,  bu t  we p icked las t  Monday

to  check  the  c i ty  L ine  buses  wh ich ,  na tura l l y ,  the  i l l ega l  a l iens  use

to  ge t  to  the i r  jobs  in  var ious  ne ighborhoods.  The f i rs t  bus  runs

on  the  Eas t  s ide  I  th ink  a t  7 :30 .  Be tween 7 :30  and  10 :30  in  the

morn ing  we apprehended . l35  
i l l ega l  a l iens  on  c i ty  L ine  buses .  That ' s

jus t  a  d rop  in  the  bucke l  rea l l y .  Bu t  how o f ten  do  we do  tha t?  Not

very  o f ten .  Why? We don ' t  have the  t ime and we don ' t  have the  personne l .

What 's  the  purpose o f  these ra ids  once in  a  wh i le?

To be  honest  w i th  you,  the  purpose o f  such a  th ing  is  to  b r ing  i t  to

the  a t ten t ion  o f  the  pub l ic - -make the  pub l ic  aware  o f  i t .  That ' s

the  on ly  th ing .  The  pub l i c ,  a f te r  a l l ,  i s  your  g rea tes t  he lp  in

any  s i tua t ion  such as  th is .  L ike  I  po in ted  ou t  to  you be fore ,  up

unt i l  Genera l  Chapman became Commiss ioner ,  we to ld  the  pub l ic  no th ing .

When he came in ,  i t  was  the  f i rs t  t ime tha t  we ever  pub l i shed any

annual  apprehens' ion records to the publ ic;  for  example,  the t raf f ic

checkpoint  on Interstate l0 when I  was a Border Patrol  agent.  Dur ing

the summer months when people are vacat ioning and dr iv ing everywhere,

we would get people f rom the Midwestr the Easto the Northwest,  the

northern border, even some from the central Western states--Nevada

and so  fo r th - -who wou ld  d r ive  up  to  tha t  checkpo in t .  I  wou ld  te l l

themo "Good even ing ,  I 'm a  Un i ted  Sta tes  Immigra t ion  o f f i cer .  Wou ld

you p lease s ta te  your  c i t i zensh ip?"  "When d id  I  c ross  in to  Mdx ico?"
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they'd say.  They didn' t  even know what I  was. They had never even

heard of  the Immigrat ion Servicen much less a Border patrolman. 0r

they  wou ld  s i t  there  and s ta re  a t  tha t  l i t t le  s ign  on  the  f ron t  door

of  the sedanr drd they would stare at  i t  and stare at  i t ,  and they

would know that that  map on there was a map of  the Uni ted States,

bu t  they  s t i l l  had  the  fee l ing  tha t  they  were  ta lk ing  to  a  fo re ign

government of f ic ia l .  Somehow they got into M6xico,  because they had

never heard of  the Immigrat ion Service,  much less the Border Patrol .

" I  never  heard  o f  any  such th ' ing . "  And I ' ve  had peop ' le  no t  even

answer  me;  they  jus t  d r ive  o f f .

That ' s  in te res t ing .  Wel '1 ,  Mr .  Smi th ,  I  want  to  thank  you very  much.

Th is  has  been a  very  in te res t ing  and en l igh ten ing  conversa t ion  fo r  me.

I  apprec ia te  your  tak ing  the  t ime to  do  th is .

we l l ,  I 'm  g ' lad  you  asked  me.
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