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entertainment EDITOR

JULIA HETTIGER, 747-7477

JULY 5, 2016

BY ANDRIA GRANADO
The Prospector

Veliz Books, the newest indepen-
dent literary press to come out of El 
Paso, publishes contemporary litera-
ture, giving diversi�ed cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds a chance to 
be shared with a wider readership. 
Veliz Books was founded by Miner-
va Laveaga Luna and Laura Cesarco 
Englin, UTEP MFA in creative writ-
ing graduates, and Trevor T. Duarte, 
a professor of biological sciences at 
UTEP.  

�e press publishes books in Eng-
lish, Spanish and Portuguese as well 

as translations from both established 
and emerging authors. 

“We began talking about it years 
ago when we worked together,” Eng-
lin said. “�e idea gestated for some 
time until last summer we decided 
that it was time to make it happen.”

�e press has published three books 
so far: “�e Dead Will Rise and Save 
Us,” a collection of stories by UTEP 
creative writing graduate Paul Pedro-
za, who now teaches at New Mexico 
State University,  “Traveler’s Aid So-
ciety,” written by UTEP creative writ-
ing professor and poet Je� Sirkin, and  
“Touching the Light of Day: Six Uru-
guayan Poets,” a translated collection 

by Laura Chalar, an author and native 
of Uruguay.

�e name of the company means 
suitcase in Spanish, which Laveaga 
said is representative of the company’s 
goal to create books that travel.

Laveaga, who was born in Duran-
go, Mexico, �rst traveled to El Paso 
to earn her bachelor’s degree in phi-
losophy from UTEP. Since coming to 
El Paso, Laveaga has also worked as 
the director of Bordersenses, a bilin-
gual nonpro�t literary organization, 
on a project that is still active called 
“Memorios del Silencio: Footprints 
of the Borderland,” which  teaches 
writing workshops to migrant farm-
workers. She now teaches at El Paso 

Community College and is married 
to Duarte. 

Englin, who speaks four languages, 
experienced living in Uruguay, New 
York and Israel as a child before 
earning her bachelor’s  and master’s 
degrees in English from �e Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. She then 
moved to El Paso then to Boulder, 
Colorado, where she earned her Ph.D. 
in Spanish and Portuguese. 

Englin said that the decision to 
publish literature and also to trans-
late from di�erent languages comes 
from her and the other founders’ con-
nections with their cultures and lan-
guages and their desire to share them 

and their literatures with a larger 
audience. 

“Learning di�erent languages and 
living in di�erent places with di�er-
ent cultures has enriched the way I 
think and has made me more open-
minded” Englin said. 

�e covers for the books were de-
signed from the support and collabo-
ration of several local artists includ-
ing El Paso photographer Federico 
Villalba, who is responsible for the 
photograph on Pedrosa’s “�e Dead 
Will Rise and Save Us,” and UTEP 
MFA graduate Sylvana Ayala. 

Englin’s and Laveaga’s editing ex-
perience also contributed to the pol-
ished look of the books that they say 
are designed with care to honor the 
works. 

“So far we have been fortunate to 
count with the support of the literary 
community,” Englin said. “We have 
also been very lucky that the authors 
that we published this �rst year are 
wonderful.”

�e press is accepting submissions 
through Aug. 2. One submission each 
will be chosen in the categories of po-
etry, �ction and translation. For more 
information about Veliz Books, visit 
their website at www.velizbooks.com. 

Andria Granado may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com. 

Veliz Books brings contemporary literature to the borderland

The idea gestated 
for some time until 
last summer we 
decided that it was 
time to make it 
happen.

- Laura Cesarco Englin, co-
founder of Veliz Books

SPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR
El Paso artists helped design the covers to the Veliz books.

BY ALLISON LIVERMORE
The Prospector

“Weird Al” Yankovic comes to El 
Paso with his “�e Mandatory World 
Tour” July 19 at the Plaza �eatre. 
Yankovic is known for his top-selling 
comedic parodies of famous songs 
such as “White and Nerdy,” “Smells 
Like Nirvana” and “Like a Surgeon.” 

“Mandatory Fun,” the album fea-
tured for the tour, includes parodies 
of big hits such as Pharrell William’s 
“Happy” (“Tacky”), Robin �icke’s 

“Blurred Lines” (“World Crimes”), 
and Lorde’s “Royals” (“Foil”). 

Je�rey Gonzales, senior graphic 
design and marketing major, said 
he grew up listening to Weird Al 
Yankovic during the height of the art-
ist’s popularity in the 1980s. 

“I think it’s funny and entertaining,” 
Gonzales said. “It makes people laugh 
and it’s going out of the box.” 

�e Grammy-award winning 
Yankovic has recorded over 10 albums 
of parodies, appeared in multiple �lms 
and television shows and has �lmed 

two concert �lms, the second of which 
aired on Comedy Central. He has won 
four Grammys, the most recent for 
Best Comedy Album in 2015.

Yankovic’s style of music has created 
quite a bit of controversy, with plenty 
of musicians denying him permission 
to parody their material. Despite mul-
tiple attempts, the late Prince never 
permitted Yankovic to parody any of 
his songs. Led Zeppelin’s Jimmy Paige 
and Sir Paul McCartney, although 
self-proclaimed Yankovic fans, are 
among the list of artists to also refuse. 

Jose Carrasco, a sophomore civil 
engineering major,  is familiar with 
Yankovic’s style of music. 

“I know he can be controversial. 
He’ll say stu� that pushes people’s 
buttons,” Carrasco said. “But the way 
I see it, if you want to do parodies, 
tick some people o�, then that’s on 
you, you have that freedom.”

Not many students were aware of 
the controversial artist’s scheduled 
performance in the Sun City.

“I didn’t hear about the concert, I 
didn’t see it in the newspaper, any-
thing in the media, or have heard 
about it on the radio,” Gonzales said. 
�e one-night-only event will have 
VIP tickets ranging from $139 to 
$269, as well as general admission 
tickets for $55.

For more information, visit weirdal.
com and elpasolive.com. 

Allison Livermore may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

‘Weird Al’ Yankovic to bring 
comedic relief to El Paso

SPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR

UTEP ALUMNI JAZZ CONCERT

JERRY SEINFELD

CESAR LOZANO

YSLETA MISSION FESTIVAL

DANCING IN THE CITY

UTEP alumni Abel Mireles and Candice Reyes-
Mireles will be having a jazz concert on July 10 at 
the Fox Fine Arts Recital Hall from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
The concert will feature original music from both 
former UTEP students.

Jerry Seinfeld will perform his signature standup 
comedy at the Abraham Chavez Theater on July 
28. Tickets are on sale at ticketmaster.com.

Cesar Lozano will host his “Una Vida Con Valor 
Agregado” conference at Magoffin Auditorium on 
Aug. 15 at 7 p.m. 

The Ysleta Mission Festival is a three-day festival 
beginning July 8 at Ysleta Mission, 131 Zaragosa. 

Dancing in the City will hit the El Paso Conven-
tion Center every Saturday from 8 to 10 p.m. until 
July 23. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Sports EDITOR

ADRIAN BROADDUS, 747-7477

JULY 5, 2016

BY SHERICKA LAWRENCE
The Prospector

During his humble upbringing in 
Chihuahua, Mexico, basketball was 
not the ideal sport for freshman new-
comer Kelvin Jones to practice. Natu-
rally, he played soccer and volleyball. 
It wasn’t until just �ve years ago when 
the 6-foot-11 center began to play 
basketball. He has only been playing 
basketball for �ve years.

“Basketball was never taken seri-
ously,” Jones said. “It’s just something 
you played on the playground.”

On May 18, 2015, the 235-pound 
grey-shirt verbally committed to 
UTEP.

“A�er my visit and talking with 
coach Floyd, I felt like this was the 
place for me,” Jones said.

When Jones was 15 years old, his 
family lived in the small Mormon 
town of Galeana, Mexico, where his 
father was mayor. In 2011 cartel vio-
lence killed many people in the com-
munity, and his father organized a 
protest against the cartels. �e protest 
resulted in the killing of his father’s 
cousin, and Jones’ family le� and 
never returned. 

Because of his father’s profession, 
Jones has lived in many places, in-
cluding Colorado, North Dakota and 
Arizona. While in North Dakota, 
coaches told him that he should think 
about trying to play basketball since 

there was not a men’s volleyball team 
there. 

“So I tried it, and I’m loving it,” 
Jones said. 

He played on the C-team, a 
developmental league in high 
school, for two years while he was 
in North Dakota. 

Jones moved to Hobbs, New Mex-
ico, during his senior year of high 
school. Being 6-foot-9 at the time, he 
averaged 14.7 points, 9.9 rebounds, 
and 3.2 blocks for Hobbs High 
School. He had a total of 471 points, 
318 rebounds (138 o�ensive and 180 
defensive), with 101 total blocks dur-
ing his high school career. Jones re-
corded a double-double in 14 of 32 
games played. 

Jones opted to postpone enrollment 
for classes until the second term of his 
freshmen year, which is the reason he 
is a declared grey shirt and not a red-
shirt freshmen. However, he will still 
be able to practice with the team. �e 
NCAA allows college athletes �ve 
years to complete academic courses, 
with four years of eligibility a�er ini-
tial enrollment.

“I feel that my game de�nitely 
needs four years to improve to where 

I want to be,” Jones said. “I think 
coach Floyd can help me with that.”

Jones will provide some much 
needed depth to the center position. 
Prior to Jones’ arrival, Matt Wilms, 
who sat out the entire 2015-16 season 
due to a foot injury, is the only cen-
ter on the roster. Willms averaged 18 
minutes and 55 percent from the �eld 
during the 2014-15 season and is still 
recovering from the injury.

“I haven’t had a chance to play 
against him, but hopefully he gets 
back, so I can have that experience,” 
Jones said. 

Like fellow incoming freshman 
Chris Barnes, Jones led his team to 
a state championship at Hobbs High 
School, with a record of 30-2 and 7-1 
in district. 

“I feel like we have a lot of underrat-
ed players,” Jones said. “I feel like we 
have a lot of guys who work hard and 
who really want to get better, which is 
what we need: guys who want to learn 
how to improve their skills and make 
a di�erence in the game.”

Jones was ranked 83rd in the na-
tion and �rst in New Mexico based 
on skillset and stats. �e big man 
also has dynamic ball handling skills, 
dishing out 34 assists and shooting 60 
percent from the �eld throughout his 
senior year. 

Jones is hoping to improve on his 
paint touches, hoping to score better 
and show o� his strengths with his 
rebounding skills. 

“I most de�nitely feel like I can 
bring rebounding to the team,” Jones 
said.

Mimicking his game around former 
Lakers and Bulls player Pau Gasol, 
Jones can add a great inside presence 
to the team, as well be a monstrous 
rebounder, making him a potential 
all-around contributor. 

With goals that go beyond the 
four years he plans to spend at 
UTEP, Jones is ambitious about his 
future, but patient about the road he 
believes will ultimately land him a 
spot in the NBA.

“I would be lying to you to say I 
wasn’t trying to (go pro), but I feel like 
right now I need to focus on where 
I’m at, and see where that takes me,” 
Jones said. “(Coach Floyd) is giving 
me steps and if I keep on doing those 
steps, I know I will get there one day.”

Shericka Lawrence may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS
The Prospector

With the Fourth of July weekend 
coming to a close, the El Paso Chi-
huahuas bested the Reno Aces at 
home to outright win the series 3-1. 
�e Chihuahuas won the series on 

Sunday, July 3, when Austin Hedges 
hit a three-run walk-o� home run in 
the bottom of the ninth to defeat the 
Aces 4-1. 

In the top of the �rst inning, Kyle 
Jensen of the Aces hit a RBI single to 
center �eld, which drove Mitch Hani-

ger home and allowed the Aces to hit 
the scoreboard �rst. 

�e Chihuahuas responded at the 
bottom of the �rst with a run of their 
own. Hunter Renfroe, who leads the 
league with 19 home runs, hit a solo 
shot to tie the game 1-1. 

A�er his one allowed run, start-
ing pitcher Bryan Rodriguez did not 
allow another run by the Aces. He 
pitched eight innings, tallying 73 
strikes and 25 balls. Reliever Frank 
Garces stepped into the game to close, 
and contributed with a perfect ninth 
inning with no hits or runs to seal the 
win. 

�e ninth inning go-ahead rally 
started with a Carlos Asuaje’s single 
to center �eld. �en, practically 
mimicking Asuaje, Renfroe hit a 
line drive to center �eld, leaving two 
on base with Hedges stepping to the 
plate. A�er fouling two balls, Hedges 
slammed a high pitch out of the park 
for the three-run homer. 

Hedges, who hit his 12th home run 
in 14 games, went four-of-�ve during 
the game, and increased his batting 
average to .407 for the season. 

�e Chihuahuas (49-34) rest at the 
top of the southern division of the Pa-
ci�c Coast League. �ey are �ve-and-
a-half-games ahead of the Las Vegas 
51’s as they near the all-star break. 

Club has most all-
stars in history

�e Chihuahuas will send three 
representatives to the 2016 Sonic Au-
tomotive Triple-A All-Star Game on 
Wednesday, July 13 in Charlotte, N.C. 
On June 30, the Paci�c Coast League 
announced that Carlos Asuaje, Casey 
McElroy and Hunter Renfroe will 
take on the International League 
All-Stars. 

Asuaje, who emerged in the Triple-
A scene, has been one of the most 
consistent batters and in�elders for 
the Chihuahuas. �is is his third 
consecutive all-star game in as many 
di�erent levels. He previously partici-
pated in the 2014 Single-A South At-
lantic League All-Star Game and 2015 
Double-A Eastern league All-Star 
Game. He is tied for �rst place in the 
league in triples (7) and is currently 
batting .324 for the club. 

Combining speed with power, 
McElroy contributed heavily to the 
Chihuahuas with an extremely note-
worthy performance in the month of 
May. During the �rst week of May, 
McElroy was named the PCL Player 
of the Week a�er he hit 14-for-28, 
posting a .500 batting average. He is 
has contributed with multiple hits in 
12 out of 13 games and currently is 
batting .306. 

Renfroe, one of the most explosive 
players on the team, leads Triple-A 
in almost every relevant batting cat-
egory. He is �rst in home runs (19), 
hits (112), extra base hits (47) and 
runs scored (65). He was named PCL 
Player of the Week in the third week 
of April a�er hitting a home run in 
four consecutive games. �is is his 
third minor league all-star game. He 
participated in the California/Caro-
lina League All-Star Game for High-
A Lake Elsinore in 2014, as well as the 
Northwest/Pioneer League All-Star 
Game.

Eying the Topes 
Before the All-Star break, the Chi-

huahuas will travel on a seven-game 
road trip. �ey will take on the Albu-
querque Isotopes, who are currently 
last place in the southern division, 
from July 4-6. �en, the Chihuahuas 
will take on the third-place team in 
the southern division, the Salt Lake 
Bees on July 7-10. 

Afrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
Incoming freshman recruit Kelvin Jones speaks to the media. Jones will play center for the men’s basketball team this Fall semester.

I feel that my 
game de�nitely 
needs four years to 
improve to where I 
want to be.

- Kelvin Jones, 
freshmen center
men’s basketball

Kelvin Jones added to Miners upcoming roster 

Chihuhuas spark Fourth of July weekend

GABY VELASQUEZ/ THE PROSPECTOR
Starting pitcher Bryan Rodriguez pitched eight innings only allowing one run against the Reno 
Aces. 
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