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Submit a letter to the editor! 
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Address and phone number will be used for verification only. 

Write to 105 E. Union, e-mail theprospectordaily.news@gmail.com, call 747-7477 or fax to 747-8031.

SPEAK YOUR MIND

The Prospector is published by the Student Publications Editorial Board, 105 Union East, 500 W. University Ave. El Paso, Texas, 79968. 
The Prospector appears in print once per week on Tuesdays during the fall, spring, and summer semesters. The newspaper is not 
printed during holidays and when classes are not in session. The Prospector does provide news online at www.theprospectordaily.com. 

The Prospector is provided to students through student fees. First copy is free. Any additional copies, if available, must be purchased for $1 
through the Department of Student Publications. The Prospector is not responsible for claims made by advertisers. Additional policy information 
may be obtained by calling The Prospector at 915-747-5161. Opinions expressed in The Prospector are not necessarily those of the university. 
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Why #BlackLivesMatter
BY RENE DELGADILLO
The Prospector

It’s hard to express 
the way I feel about the 
death of two black men 
and five Dallas police 
officers. I’m sad, scared 
and confused as to why 

this happened. Different opinions 
are being expressed, thousands 
of social media videos are being 
shared, but a solution has not been 
found to end the racial tension hap-
pening in this nation. 

�e killings and protests have 
brought about many discussions and 
hashtags. “Black lives matter,” “all 
lives matter” and “blue lives matter” 
have been visible On the many news 
outlets of the world.  People are call-
ing the con�icts between cops and ci-
vilians a “civil war,” and other people 
are going extreme by expressing their 
need for a police purge. �en there 
is El Paso’s Police Chief Greg Allen, 
the �rst black police chief in El Paso, 
who has called the Black Lives Matter 
movement “a radical hate group.” 

It’s important to know that the 
protests against police brutality have 
strived to stay peaceful and that BLM 
wants to create hope and bring aware-
ness to society. I would like to tell Al-
len that the BLM movement is com-
prised of very di�erent people who 
agree on one of the many problems 
of this nation. �ey are blacks, Mexi-
cans, whites, Muslims, men, women 
and people with di�erent sexual ori-
entations, who all want to put an end 
to police brutality. 

�e protests in Dallas were against 
those cops who take advantage of 
their authority—not against cops 
who value their jobs and all the peo-
ple they are responsible for. 

Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick said 
in an interview with Fox News that 
the BLM movement protestors were 
“hypocrites.”  I �nd this statement as-
tonishing and incorrect. 

We can’t call them hypocrites for 
seeking protection when gun�re 
broke out in Dallas. �ey were peace-
ful and were using language as a tool 
to end brutality. What do you expect 
them to do if they are not doing any-
thing wrong and then hear and see 
bullets �ying around them? 

Leaders of the BLM movement un-
derstand the need for security. �ey 
understand we need police o�cers, 
but Texas o�cials don’t seem to un-
derstand that what this movement 
is trying to do is end police brutal-
ity. BLM doesn’t want to get rid of 
o�cers, they want new generations 
of police o�cers to have a di�erent 
mentality toward minorities—the 
BLM movement just wants a safe 
nation. 

Let’s get something straight, the 
BLM movement is not telling so-
ciety that the life of a cop does not 
matter. What they are trying to say 
is that black lives have not mattered 
throughout the history of this nation. 
�ey want to bring awareness about 
police brutality against the black 
community because it has not been 
stopped, despite the many incidents 
that have occurred. 

Wouldn’t you say that it’s very com-
mon to hear about police brutality 
against blacks in the US? I do, and it 
has to stop. 

We need to teach our younger gen-
erations about human right violations 
and about respect for law enforce-
ment. What we need is communica-
tion and respect—the march led by 
the rapper Snoop Dogg in Los An-
geles on Friday is an example of that 
communication and respect needed 
in this di�cult situation. 

�e black community is tired of not 
feeling protected, they are tired of re-
ceiving longer jail sentences in com-
parison to white people—they want 
equality. 

Saying that all lives matter is true, 
no one should be murdered by anoth-
er person, everyone must be respect-
ed and race shouldn’t be a reason for 
any kind of violence. 

�e lives of all police o�cers also 
matter. �ey save and help all kinds 
of people. Without them many of you 
would be dead. 

I respect the courage that each o�-
cer has. �ey leave their homes with-
out knowing if they will ever come 
back—all to try to save your life. O�-
cers have fears like any civilian in the 
United States, and that’s something 
that many people are forgetting. We 
keep thinking that police o�cers are 
racists and dangerous humans when 
it’s not true, the majority of cops are 
just trying to do their jobs, but un-
fortunately good people in this world 
don’t make to history. We remember 
the names of criminals and shooters. 

So what do we make out of all this? 
Well it’s hard to make a change from 
one day to another because white su-
premacy ideas and racism won’t end 
today or tomorrow. 

Let’s respect cops without forget-
ting about our rights, and to police 
o�cers, I would like to tell them 
to please forget about race when it 
comes to doing your job. 

My respect and condolences are for 
every victim of police brutality as well 
as toward all o�cers who risk and 
lose their lives while on duty. 

Rene Delgadillo may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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Two attendees of a vigil held for the recent deaths of Alton Sterling and Philando Castile hold candles during a moment of silence. 
See more photos on pg. 4. 
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