
University of Texas at El Paso University of Texas at El Paso 

ScholarWorks@UTEP ScholarWorks@UTEP 

Combined Interviews Institute of Oral History 

10-23-1975 

Interview no. 196 Interview no. 196 

Fernando Oaxaca 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews 

 Part of the Oral History Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Interview with Fernando Oaxaca by Oscar J. Martinez, 1975, "Interview no. 196," Institute of Oral History, 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Institute of Oral History at ScholarWorks@UTEP. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Combined Interviews by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UTEP. 
For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu. 

https://scholarworks.utep.edu/
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/oral_history
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F196&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1195?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F196&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F196&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu


UNIVERSITY

INSTITUTE

OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

OF OML HISTORY

INTERVIEI.IEE:

IIITERVIEIIER:

PROJECT:

DATE OF II\TERVIEII:

TERI'IS OF USE:

TAPE NO. :

TRANSCRIPT I IO.:

TRAIISCRIBER:

DATE TRANSCRIBED:

I  hour .
25  pages.

Ferna-ndo .Oaxaca ( 192.7- ) ** 
.

,/
0scar J. Uqftinez :

Bi  centenni  a l

0ctober 23 1975

Unrestr i  cted

Rhonda Hartman

March 4,  1976

BIOGRAPHICAL SYNOPSIS OF II.ITERVIEI{EE:
Associate Director of  the 0f f ice of  Management and Budget,  washington,
D.  C .

* *See a lso  No.  4 . |6 .

. | 96

196

SUi'ii"IARY OF II,ITERVIE!,^I:
B iography ;  the  te rms "Ch icano" ;  o r ig in  o f  the  name ' ,0axaca, ' ;  schoo l
years at  Lamar and El  Paso High schools;  poverty in South El  Paso;
relat ' ions wi th Anglos over the years;  exper iences at  Texas Western
Col lege and in the Army; the ef fects of  World l , l |ar  I I ;  beginnings in
po l i t i cs ;  convers ion  to  the  Repub ' l i can  Par ty ;  Cab ine t  Commi t tee  on
Oppor tun i ty  fo r  the  Span ish  Speak ing .



M:

B ICENTENN IAL

Th is  i s  an  0ra l  H is to ry  in te rv iew w i th  Mr .  Fernando Oaxaca,

Associate Director of  the Off ice of  Management and Budget,

l {ash ing tor ,  D .C. ,  0c tober  23 ,  1975.  Conduct ing  the  in te rv iew

is Oscar Mart i 'nez,  Department of  History,  Universi ty of  Texas

at  E l  Paso.

Mr.  Oaxaca, could you f i rst  te l l  me when and where you were born?

I  was  born  in  E l  Paso in  Hote l  D ieu  in  1927,  August  the  8 th .

Cou ld  you g ive  me a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  background about  your  paren ts

and grandparents?

l , ' Je l l ,  my mother  comes f rom Galeana,  Ch ihuahua.  [ I t  i s ]  a  l i t t le

town near Casas Grandes. My father comes from El Placer de

Guada lupe ,  a  t i ny  m in ing  commun i ty  ( I  th ink  i t ' s  s t i l l  t he re )

near  the  l i t t le  town o f  A ldama,  wh ich  is  40  or  50  mi les  f rom

Chihuahua C i ty .  My grandparents  on  my mother 's  s ide  are  a lso  f rom

Chihuahua. My grandfather was Francisco Neva?ez and my grandmother

was named Concepcioh Cast i l lo de Nevdrez.  0n my father ' 's  s ide,

h is  paren ts  a lso  came f rom E l  P lacer  and I  don ' t  rea11y  remember

their  names. I  never knew them. I  knew only my grandmother on

my mother 's  s ide .  My fa ther  los t  h is  fa ther  when he  was on ly

about 8 or 9 years old and then lost  h is mother before he came

to the United Stateso so I  never knew ei ther of  them. My father

was born  in  1888,  so  he 's  87 .  My mother  was born  in  1900;  she 's

75.  So I  have U i t t le l  know' ledge,  o ther  than tha t  I  know where

they came from on my father 's s ide.

0 :
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Do your parents I  ive ' in El  Paso now?

Yes,  they  do .

What  was your  fa ther 's  p r imary  occupat ion?

I  guess  you wou ld  say  l tna t ]  a t t  h is  work ing  f i fe  he  v ' ras  a

salesman of  d i f ferent th ings. He began when he f i rst  came to

the United States.  I  bel ieve he worked in a department store in

South El  Paso. Then he went into the furni ture business as a

furni ture salesman. He worked at  that  for  40 years or so,  a l though

there  was one per iod  dur ing  the  Depress ion  when he  so ld  insurance.

So, he always worked for someone else al l  h is l i fe and never owned

h is  own bus iness .  My mother  worked as  a  sa lesg i r l  be fore  she

got marr ied,  in var ious stores in downtown El  Paso and down in the

South part  of  town.

Before I  turned the tape recorder on, you ment ioned something

about how you recal l  the term "Chicano" used when you were a youth.

Cou ld  you e labora te  on  tha t ,  p lease?

Wel l ,  I  remember as a very sma11 boy [ t f rat ]  the term "Chicano"

was used by my mother to descr ibe people of  a relat ively low

economic  and educat iona l  leve l ,  who s t i l l  l i ved  in  Ju{ rez  and who,

perhaps, wou' ld occasional ly come to work in the house or where we

could observe them when we went over to Jua/rez as a family. It

was not a derogatory term, but rather sort  of  a caste dist inct ion

of  peop le  o f  a  lower  c lass .  That ' s  rea l l y  the  way I  g rew up under -

standing that term. My mother would of ten sayo "Esos son los

ch ican i tos , "  wh ich  was sor t  o f  an  endear ing  pu t -down,  i f  you  w i l l .  [Laugf f ie r ]

That ' s  a  good way to  pu t  i t .

M:
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0: Now this may have been inf luenced to some degree by the fact

that  my mother came from a relat ively weal thy background. My

grandfather was a typical  Mexican feudal  baron. He owned much

land and had many, many hundreds (or perhaps thousands) of  acres

under  cu l  t i va t ion ;  ca t t le  and the  who le  th ing .  l r fhen she was

growing  up  as  a  g i r l ,  they  had a l l  the  conven iences  tha t  were

ava i lab le  in  the  ear ly  1900s .  0 f  course ,  he  was a  re fugee f rom

the V i l l i s tasn  and came to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  w i th  whatever  they  cou ld

carry. As a matter of fact, he died very soon after they came

to the United States and El  Paso. So she considers hersel f  [ to

be] f rom somewhat of  an ar istocrat ic background. Perhaps that

had something to do with i t .  But I  th ink i t  was pret ty common

termino logy  when I  was  growing  up ,  to  th ink  o f  [a  Ch icano]  as

someone a  l i t t le  less  equa l  than you.

M:  In  those days ,  i f  someone wou ld  have ca l led  you a  Ch icano,  wou ld

you have been offended?

I  doubt  i t .  I  th ink  the  awareness  or  the  sens i t i v i t y  to  the  te rm

rea l ly  wasn ' t  in  my head [and wasn ' t ]  in  most  o f  the  heads o f

peop le  tha t  I  g rew up [w i th ] .  I  don ' t  know who wou ld  have done i t

necessar i l y ;  i t  wasn ' t  a  b ig  i ssue .  So  I  don ' t  th ink  so .

You also said that  you have not yet  adjusted to the term "Chicano.t '

Could you elaborate on that?

Wel l ,  I  don ' t  know tha t  I  have  any  p rob ' lem w i th  be ing  ca l led  one .

I t ' s  become popu lar .  I f  you  want  to  be  in  a  na t iona l  o r ig in

peer  g roup,  you have to  to le ra te  be ing  ca l led  a l l  sor ts  o f  th ings .

I  th ink of  the term as having been generated and used most ly by

the  younger  peop le .  I 'm approach inq  50  years  o ld  and I 'm ta lk ing

3'
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o f  peop le  tha t  a re  
. l 5 ,20 ,30  years  younger  than  I  am.  Bu t ' i t

i s  s t i l l  a  l ' i t t l e  fo re ign  to  me because a l l  [dur ing ]  my fo rmat ive

years  I  d idn ' t  th ink  o f  myse l f  tha t  way .  I  thought  o f  myse l f  as

[being] an American of  Mexican parents.  More of ten than not I  th ink

I  a lways cal l  mysel f  Mexican. My parents are f rom Mdxico, my o1d

cu l tu ra l  background and fee l ings  are  o f  Mdx ico ,  and so  I  wou ld  much

ra ther  be  ca l led  Mex ican or  Mex ican Amer ican.  I  don ' t  l i ke  the

term Span ish  Amer ican;  I 'm no t  Span ish  or  o f  Span ish  background,

a l though  c lear l y  the re 's  a  la rge  par t  o f  the  b lood  tha t  i s  Span ish .

But  when I  ta lk  to  young peop le  and they  ta lk  about  how "Ch icano"

has  a  connota t ion  o f  an  a lmost  in te rna t iona l  sense,  and tha t  i t

imp l ies  an  acceptance or  even a  des i re  to  have the  la rge  Ind ian

b lood component ,  I  jus t  have never  rea l l y  thought  o f  myse l f  tha t  way .

In ident i fy ing your Mex' ican background, have you ever thought of  your-

sel f  as a nortef fo,  as opposed to other people who have come to the

United States f rom the central  part  of  Mdxico?

Not  rea l l y ,  no t  rea l ' l y .  I  jus t  haven ' t  thought  very  much about  i t .

I  a lways thought that  my parents were f rom Mdxico and [ f rom Chihuahua],

and tha t ' s  someth ing  on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  R i /o  Grande R iver .  So

i f  any th ing ,  we ' re  ch ihuahuenses .

I 'm cur ious  to  know the  or ig in  o f  your  name--0axaca.

I  have tr ied very hard to f ind out.  Many years ago I  was in Mdxico

City and I  t r ied very hard.  I  went to the Anthropological  Museum

there  and ta lked  to  one o f  the  cura tors ,  o r  one o f  the  peop le  in

author i ty thereo and tr ied to see i f  they had some informat ion that

wou ld  he lp  me.  What  I  found ou t  (and I  la te r  ver i f ied  i t  w i th  a

gent leman in Los Angeles who had made a study of  Mexican names

and Span ish  her i tage)  was tha t  the  name "Oaxaca" - -and i t  was

M:
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surpr is ing  to  me- - ' i s  no t  an  Ind ian  name;  i t  ac tua l l y  came f rom

Spain .  There  was a  d is t r j c t  wh ich  no  longer  ex is ts  in  the  nor thern

par t  o f  Spa in ;  and tha t  i t s  o r ig in  i s  p robab ly  Basque.  When i t

came to  Mdx ico  i t  had a  r r i r r  ra ther  than the  "x . "  In  the  1500s,

in that whole period, people would take a name related to where they

c a m e  f r o m -  T h e  g u y ' i n  M d y i e o  e m h e l l i s h e d  i t  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  b y  s a y i n g

tha t  there  was a  va l ley  o f  0axaca in  Spa in .  The ind iv idua l  who

came to Mdxico,  e i ther wi th CortJr  o.  whoevero came to the val ley

of Oaxaca in Mdxico;  and i t  reminded him of  home and named i t  for

that .  But how much of  that  is  myth and how much is fact ,  I  real ly

don ' t  know.  I  was  very  d isappo in ted  tha t  I  cou ldn ' t  f ind  ou t .  Bu t

I  never  pursued i t  any  fu r ther .  I ' ve  looked in  Amer ican l ib ra r ies

and I  cou ld  never  f ind  any th ing .

M:  When your  paren ts  came to  E l  Paso dur ing  the  t ime o f  the  Revo lu t ion ,

where did they sett le?

0 :  Wel l ,  they  came a t  d i f fe ren t  t imes.  My fa ther  came f i rs t ,  i f  I

remember  cor rec t ly .  I  th ink  he  came abour t  l9 l l  o r  1912,  and my

mother  came over  about  ' . |4  o r  ' . |5 .  I  be l ieve  tha t  my mother

sett led in what we used to cal l  the Segundo Bamio, down around

4th or 5th Street--southwest of  downtown. My dad, i f  I  remember

cor rec t ly ,  f i r s t  l i ved  over  in  what  na t ives  s t i l l  ca l l  Sunset

He igh ts .  I  have no  knowledge o f  what  k ind  o f  ne ighborhoods they

were  in  those days ,  and so  I  rea l l y  don ' t  know fo r  sure ;  bu t  cer -

ta in ly  near  downtown and genera l l y  to  the  south  or  s l igh t ly  to

the west.

What did your father

d id  he  ge t?

As I  sa id ,  the  on ly

that he was working

do at  that  t ime? What k ind of  employment

thing I  remember that  he ever ta lked about [was]

in  a  s to re .
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He started working in a store r ight  away?

Yes. My father had a reasonably good educat ion,  a l though in

today's terms i t  would be considered very def ic ient .  He was educated

by  Jesu i ts  in  Ch ihuahua and so  he  cou ld  read and wr i te ,  and speak

Lat in.  He spoke CatalJn.  He worked for many years in a bank in

Chjhuahua Cjty before he came to the United States.  He was already

in  h is  ear ly  20s  when he  came.  He had s tud ied  some Eng l ish .  So

he came wi th ,  in  my v iew,  a  fan tas t ic  in te l lec tua l  capac i ty .  [He

was l  very  qu ick  to  learn ,  and obv ious ly  he  p icked up  Eng l ish  and

was doing f ine for  those days and for the amount of  access that

there was to Mexicans in El  Paso in those days.

Mr.  Oaxaca, where did you go to elementary school?

I  went  to  Lamar  Schoo l ,  wh ich  no  longer  ex is ts .  I t  was  on  Yande l l

and Da l las  S t ree ts ,  on  the  
.1600 

b lock .  I  went  th rough a l l  8  years

there.

[Are there]  any incidents or exper iences that stand out in your

mind from your elementary school  days?

I  don ' t  know about  any  spec i f i c  inc ident .  I  th ink  tha t  I  a lways

enjoyed school .  I  remember i t  only as very happy days. I t  was

what today we would cal l  an integrated school ,  in that  there were

Ang ' lo  k ids  as  we l l  as  ourse lves .  I  have no th ing  bu t  very  happy

memories of  my pr incipal  and al l  the teachers.  They were more busy

in those days doing the job rather than worrying about the ethnic i ty

of  their  k ids.  I  remember that  most of  the teachers were relat ively

elder ly and very k ind to the k ids.  Some were tougher than others;

but I  was taught to respect my teachers.  When I  came home with any

s tor ies  o f  hav ing  been pun ished or  chewed out ,  I  go t  abso lu te ly  no
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sympathy at  home. I  was probably gui l ty as I  to ld my story to my

mother .  [Laughter ]  I  was  a  very  s tud ious  l i t t le  k id  and I  was

sor t  o f  the  teacher 's  pe t  in  those days ,  and so  i f  I  had  any  d is -

comforts i t  was only wi th the other boys who didn' t  have as much

respect for  that  k ind of  prominence.

You don ' t  remember  any  inc idents  o f  an  e thn ic  na ture  tak ing  p lace

in  schoo l  o r  in  the  ne ighborhood?

Not  rea l l y ,  no t  rea l l y .  As  I ' ve  go t ten  o lder  and as  I ' ve  become

more  sens i t i ve  to  those k inds  o f  i ssues  as  they  app ly  to  our

community,  I 've thought about why didn' t  I? Ohe reasoh, perhais,  that

comes to  mind  is  I 'm no t  very  dark  sk inned,  and I  am to ld  tha t  I

a lways  spoke per fec t  Eng l ish .  I  learned bo th  languages s imu l taneous ly ,

so  I  never  had  a  span ish  accen t  in  my  Eng l i sh .  I  d idn ' t  l ook  much

di f ferent ly f rom the other k ids and I  a ' lways had Anglo f r iendsn and

we had  l i t t l e  c lubs  and  l i t t l e  th ings .  In  fac t ,  many  o f  my  Ang lo

fr iends who were much better of f  than we were would take me to

the i r  home,  and the i r  mothers  wou ld  p ick  us  up .  I  had a  lo t  o f

in te rchange w i th  bo th  k ids  o f  Mex ican background as  we l l  as  the

Ang los ,  so  I  don ' t  reca l l  any  prob lems.

As you were  ta lk ing  on  the  phone,  I  no t iced  tha t  your  Eng l ish  was

extremely good--  no t race of  an accent.  0f  course, I  wondered how

you had been ab le  to  master  Eng l ish  pronunc ia t jon  so  we l l .  Have

you thought about how you did that?

Wel l ,  I  g rew up  in  i t .  I  wen t  to  schoo l  i n  i t .  I ' ve  though t  a

l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  i t ; I  th ink ,  fo r  i ns tance ,  I  a lways  go t  s t ra igh t

rr4rtrr  in Engl  ish.  My dad encouraged us t remendously to read because

I  was a  sor t  o f  a  s tud ious  l i t t le  k id .  I  wore  q lasses  when I  was
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very young, and I  was a bookworm. I  learned the language beyond

the  norma ' l  vocabu lary .  He taught  us  a  lo t  about  La t in ,  and so  I

was interested in the roots of  words and of ten I  would revol t  the

other  l i t t le  k ids  by  be ing  ab le  to  ra ise  my hand and ask  ques t ions

about  the  or ig in  o f  a  word  in  Eng l ish ,  where  I  knew the  answers

and  the  o ther  k ids  d idn ' t .  A lso ,  my  mother  spoke  Eng l i sh ,  as  d id

my dad. I  never remember them speaking only Spanish. So, I  had an

oppor tun i ty  to  p rac t ice .  Th is  sounds se l f -serv ing ,  bu t  I  was

reading and wri t ing both languages a' lmost before I  went into gram-

mar school .  I  used to read El  Cont inental  ' in those days. When

I  was about  4  years  o ld  I  read the  comic  s t r ips .  I  shou ldn ' t

say just  mysel f ,  [but ]  my brother as wel l  as my sister [had] a

tremendous amount of  push from my parents to learn-- the value of

educat ion ,  and to  accompl ish  and to  ach ieve  in  schoo l .  These

pressures ,  obv ious ly ,  were  good fo r  a l l  th ree  o f  us ;  because we 've

en joyed many n ice  th ings ,  and I 'm sure  to  a  la rge  degree because

of those parental  pressures.

In  re f lec t ing  back  to  those days ,  can  you ident i f y  a  need to

achieve that you may have had? Was there a strong feel  ing toward

succeed ing?

I th ink I  a lways had a feel ing that I  wanted to come up to my

paren ts 'expec ta t ions  and  to  my  paren ts 'des i re  tha t  we  be  success-

fu l  .  I  d idn ' t  l i ke  to  come home wi th  a  "B"  o r  a  r rCt r  in  schoo l  .  I t

was that sort  of  th ing.  We always were taught by our parents to

str ive for  excel lence in whatever we did.  And when we screwed up,

we were  dea l t  w i th  accord ing ly  bes ides .

What did you want to be when you grew up back then?
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0:  0h  gosh ,  I  guess  i t ' s  l i ke  a l l  l i t t l e  k ids .  I  can ' t  remember  a l l

the d ' i f ferent aspirat ions that you go through. I  don' t  rea11y

remember what I  may have wanted to be before I  got  into high school .

I  th ink  tha t  i t  [wasn ' t ]  rea ' l l y  un t i l  I  was  in  h igh  schoo l  tha t  I

rea11y began to th ink that  I  wanted to be in some profession. I

th ink  tha t  I  wasn ' t  t yp ica l  in  say ing ,  " I 'm go ing  to  be  a  fa rmer , , "

o r  " I 'm  go ing  to  be  a  doc to ro"  o r  " I 'm  go ing  to  be  a  p i lo t , "  o r

wha tever .  I  don ' t  reca l l  hav ing  tha t  spec i f i c  k ind  o f  asp i ra t ion .

I  j us t  knew tha t  I  was . . . I  th ink  I  had  a  lo t  o f  se l f - con f idence  and

I  knew I  wanted  to  do  someth ' ing  we1 l .  And so  I  rea l l y  can ' t  answer

that too wel I .

M:  Cou ld  you te ' l l  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  your  h igh  schoo l  years  there

a t  E l  Paso H igh?

0: I  guess they were reasonably happy years.  I  worr ied about the fact

tha t  my parents  were  te l l ing  me tha t  I  had to  go  to  co l lege;  and I

would wonder how I  was going to accompl ish that .  I  remember the very

f i rst  t ime that I  went to high school ,  the f i rst  day,  they handed

you a l i t t le card and there were two boxes [on i t ] .  One box said

"Col lege P.oute" and the other box said "Non-col lege Route."  I

remember  pu t t ing  an  "X"  on  the  "Co l lege Route"  and wonder ing . . . I

fe l t  i t  a lmost a matter of  pr ide that I  would never check the other

box .  And so ,  I  th ink ,  a l l  th rough h igh  schob l  I  wor r ied  about

what would happen when I  got  out of  h igh school--would I  be able

to make i t? At the same t ime, however,  both my brother and I ,

f rom the t ime we were l l  or  
. l2,  

were encouraged to del iver grocer ies;

I  had a paper route for  years;  we were saving. And my mother would

save for us.  She enforced savings programs where the idea was
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that we had to somehow accumulate

M: The money that you made in these

purpose and for your own expenses

fam' i  1y bi  1 1 s?

t0

money in order to go to col lege.

jobs  was pr imar i l y  fo r  th is

ra ther  than he lp ing  ou t  w i th

That 's  r igh t .  I  th ink  tha t  i f  I  look  back  a t  our  who le  fami ly

h is to ry ,  we a lways  had the  essent ia ls .  We were  cer ta in ly  no t

wea l thy .  Dur ing  the  Depress ion ,  when my fa ther  was se l l ing  in -

surance,  he  was mak ing  about  $2S a  week.  Now tha t  doesn ' t  sound

l ike  a  lo t  today ,  bu t  i t  was  no t  too  bad in  the  mid-3Os;  and somehow

we always had plenty of  food and we had a roof over our heads, and

we even had a car.  I  remember the f i rst  car we had was a 
.1928

Chrysler which rny father bought new somehow after he got marr ied.

They got mamied in 
.1925. 

hle had some rocky t imes. I  can remem-

ber  tha t  I  d idn ' t  l i ke  the  fac t  tha t  we wou ld  go  to  Penney 's  to

get our c lothes, and dur ing the summer we went barefoot I ' ike a lot

o f  k ids ;  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  jus t  the  fac t  tha t  we wanted  to .  When I

was a  l i t t le  k id ,  most  o f  the  t ime you had your  c lo thes  fo r  schoo l ;

and as soon as you came home you had to take of f  those cl  othes and

put  on  some overa l l s  o r  someth ing  you d idn ' t  rea l l y  l i ke  to  wear .

But that  was because we were supposed to look neat and clean when

we went  to  schoo l .

You were saving shoes for school?

Wel l ,  I  don ' t  know.  You know,  you ' re  rea l1y  prob ' ing  in to  o1d,

o ld  [ t imes] .  What  I 'm ge t t ing  a t  i s  I  rea l l y  don ' t  remember  the

deta i l s .  Ac tua l l y ,  I  th ink  I  en joyed go ing  bare foo t  in  the  summer-

t ime. But we didn' t  get  new shoes every t ime we wanted them. And

we didn' t  get  lots of  th ings every t ime we wanted them. I  can

remember  ge t t ing  a  n ick le  on  Fr iday  n igh t  to  go  l i ve  i t  up  on  Saturday .
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Do you recal l  not ic ing poverty and suffer ing on the part  of  the

lower  c lasses  there  in  E l  Paso- - th is  wou ld  be  in  ch ihuahu i ta  o r

in  South  E l  Paso? Do you reca l l  no t ic ing  the  d i f fe rences  o f

wea l th  among the  d i f fe ren t  g roups  tha t  l i ved  in  E l  paso a t  tha t  t ime?

wel l ,  I  th ink  so .  I  th ink  I  no t iced  the  d i f fe rences  o f  wea l th

jus t  w i th in  rqy  own,  the  o ther  k ids  in  schoo l .  There  were  a  lo t  o f

k ids  a t  Lamar  who l i ved  in  Kern  P lace .  In  those days ,  Kern  p lace

was " i t . "  0 r  f i those]  who l i ved  on  the  nor thwest  s ide  o f  town.  The i r

fami l ies  a lways  had very  n ice  cars  and the  k ids  had new b icyc les  a t

chr istmas. we earned our own bicycles and had to keep them in re-

pair .  when we would go to Judrez,  i f  we drove over we wourd dr jve

through south El Paso. I remember the tenements and I remember

seeing the kids.  h le used to do our shopping down on south Stanton

Street.  In those days there were a lot  of  vegetable markets.  There

were no supermarkets in those days. vegetables and tort i l las were

so ld  l i te ra l l y  on  the  s idewalk .  You wou ld  go  down in  tha t  par t  o f

town and you would see the very dir ty,  very poor ly dressed l i t t le

kids.  We'd go to Judrez on Sundays; we would always go to Ju{rez

a f te r  mass  and you 'd  see the  k ids  in  Jua ' rez  begg ing- -a  l i t i l e  g i r l

l0  o r  12  years  o1d car ry ing  a  2  o r  3  year  o ld  baby ,  a l l  sno t -nosed

and d i r ty ,  and w i th  the i r  l i t t le  hands  ou t .  I  have those memor ies

of seeing tremendous poverty.  I t  was rampant in Jua'rez,  and a l i t t le

less  in  E l  Paso .

Did that  concern you?

I don' t  real ly remember.  I  know that we fel t  for tunate.  whenever

chr istmas came we would always try to put a few dol lars together

to  g ive  to  the  church ,  to  the  l i t t le  nuns  tha t  wou ld  come around

1t
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ask ing  fo r  char i ty .  lW parents  wou ld  te l l  us  tha t  th is  was fo r

those who were less for tunate than we.

M:  Do you reca l ' l  any  exper iences  or  inc idents  dur ing  your  h igh  schoo l

years that  stand out in your mind?

I guess one thing that I  remember is that  once you went to high

schoo l - - I  used to  wa lk  the  8  o r  9  b locks  I  guess  f rom our  home

on Nevada Street up to El  Paso High-- that  I  a lways had to camy a

lunch in  a  l i t t le  b rown paper  bag.  A  lo t  o f  the  o ther  k ids  tha t

I  fe l t  a  l i t t le  env ious  o f  cou ld  go  to  the  ca fe te r ia .  I  used to

fee l  bad tha t  I  cou ldn ' t  go  w i th  them to  the  ca fe te r ia ,  tha t  I

had to br ing my ov' ,n lunch. And so I  remember a l j t t le shame of

no t  qu i te  be ing  ab le  to  hack  i t  l i ke  they  cou ld .  [Laughter ]

D id  you ge t  invo lved in  s tudent  ac t i v i t ies ,  spor ts?

Not  in  spor ts .  I  was  invo lved in  academic  th ings  and I  be longed

to  a  few c lubs ,  tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  I  wasn ' t  par t i cu la r ly  ac t i ve

in an extra-curr icular sense. Every af ternoon I  had to go out and

de l iver  my paper  rou te .  I  ran  around w i th  a  re la t i ve ly  smal l  g roup

of  k ids .  I  en joyed jus t  coming back  to  the  house and p lay ing  w i th

the  k ids  in  the  ne ighborhood.  We engaged fn  a  lo t  o f  spor ts  in  the

neighborhood sense, you know--playing hockey in the street wi th t in

cans  on  ro l le r  ska teso  and p lay ing  touch foo tba l l ,  and  tha t  sor t

o f  th ing .  But  as  fa r  as  be ing ' invo lved in  fo rmal  spor ts  in  h ' igh

schoo l ,  ro .  But  I  was  s t i l l  sor t  o f  a  bookworm in  h igh  schoo l  and

I was very concerned about achieving and gett ing good gradeso in

part icular because i  fe l t  that  maybe by gett ing very,  very good

grades  tha t  i t  m igh t  he lp  me in  co l lege,  poss ib ly  th rough a  scho lar -

sh ip .  So I  was  sor t  o f  a  d rudge,  rea ' l ' l y ,  when I  was  a  k id .  [Laughter ]
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M:  Were  Ang los  inc luded in  your  c i rc le  o f  f r iends?

0: Very much so, very much so.

M:  D id  you have c lose  f r iendsh ips  w i th  Ang los?

0: Yeah, some that are now scattered al l  over the p ' lace. But I  ran

around w i th  ac tua l ' l y  more  Ang lo  k ids  in  h igh  schoo l  than I  d id  in

granmar school .  My closest c i rc le of  f r iends were most ly Anglo,

I  th ink  maybe because the  k ind  o f  in te res ts  tha t  I  had,  the  c lubs

I  ended up  be long ing  to ,  and a lso  the  par t i cu ' la r  ne ighborhood we

l ived  in - -we l i ved  in  the  
. |200 

b lock  o f  Nevada St ree t  by  then.

A l though today  i t  j s  a lmost  exc lus ive ly  a  Mex ican ne ighborhood,

in those days i t  was a reasonably nice part  of  town, and there were

very  few Mex ican fami l ies .  So the  k ids  tha t  I  wou ld  wa lk  to  schoo l

w i th ,  o r  tha t  I  assoc ia ted  w i th ,  tu rned ou t  to  be  Ang los .  So,

there  wasn ' t  any th ing  p lanned about  i t ;  i t  was  jus t  sor t  o f  the

k' ind of  people that  l jved around my neighborhood, and the fact  that

I think I tended to gravitate towards them. They were interested

in the th ings I  was interested in.  They had read more of  the th ings

tha t  I  had read.  We cou ld  ta lk  about  magaz ine  ar t i c les  o r  books

where there was a mutual  interest .  What I  remember of  a lot  of

the Mexican kids is that  they came from perhaps poorer fami l  ies

than ourso and I  d idn' t  have as many common interests wi th them.

So that 's probably the way i t  happened and why i t  happened.

From El Paso High School  you went to Texas Western r ight  af ter

graduat ion ?

I t  was  then Texas  Co l lege o f  Mines .  I  go t  ou t  [o f  h ' igh  schoo ' l ]  ' i n

. |944 
and went to Mines for roughly two years,  and then I  was

draf ted into the Army. So I  had an interrupt ion.  But when I

g raduated- - in  fac t ,  i t  was  tha t  year  tha t  I  g raduated ,  in  1950- -
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that  the name changed to Texas Western Co' l lege. I  remember that

we had a choice what our degree would read. I  chose, i f  I  remember

correct ' ly ,  "Texas Western Co' l lege" because I  f igured no one wi l l

have heard of  Texas Col lege of  Mines by the t ime I 'm try ing to

peddle my degree.

M:  I  th ink  your  degree is  up  there .  [0n  the  wa l l ]

0 :  Yes .  I t  i s  Texas  Western .

M: Let me ask you about your exper iences at  that  school  before you

went to the War.  How was i t? How do you recal l  those years at

Texas Western before the War?

0:  Wel l ,  I  remember  tha t  when I  f ina l l y  go t  in to  co l lege the  count ry

was a t  war .  I  was  
. |6 .  

I  was  no  dummy and I  d idn ' t  know how long

the war would last ,  so I  th ink that  those two years before I  got

draf ted,  I  was hoping the sho'ot ing would be over before I  got

dra f ted ,  and a lso  tha t  I  p robab ly  wou ld  be  in te r rup ted .  So I

d idn ' t  rea l l y  know;  I  d idn ' t  have  a  good  c lear  idea  o f  wha t  I

wanted  to  do .  I  s ta r ted  ou t  in  what  one wou ld  ca l l  a  l ibera l  a r ts

d i rec t ion  and I  was  in  the  f i rs t  c lass  o f  what  then was a  rad io

broadcast ing curr iculum. I t  was started by a guy named Virgi ' l

Hicks who then was with KTSM. I  th ink [ i t ]  was headed by Car l

Wy ler  a t  tha t  t ime.  So I  had asp i ra t ions  o f  becoming a  rad io

announcer .  So I  took  the  typ ica l  courses  o f  h is to ryo  Eng ' l i sh ,  and

what -have-your  bu t  w i th  th is  nad io  b roadcas t ing  in ten t .  The very

las t  semester  be fore  I  go t  d ra f ted ,  I  d id  te r r ib ly .  I  b lew a l l

my prev ious  re la t i ve ly  good ach ievement  and jus t  d id  te r r ib ' l y

tha t  las t  year .  I  rea l l y  d idn ' t  care .  I  knew tha t  my dra f t ing

was imrninent and i t  was clear that  I  wasn' t  going to get a defer-

ment;  because al though the shoot ing ended in 
. |945, 

in order to
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br ing the boys home they were draf t ing everybody they could get

the i r  hands  on .  So ,  I  j us t  so r t  o f  l os t  i n te res t  tha t  l as t  year .

I t  was  a  s t range t ime to  be  in  co l1ege,  in  te rms o f  hav ing  a  n ' i ce

clear course of  what you wanted to do.

Were there very few persons of  Mexican or ig in at tend' ing col lege?

Very few, very few.

How did you feel  as an except ion to th is rule-- that  you were there

wh i le  mos t  Mex icans  in  E l  Paso  d idn ' t  go  to  co l lege?

I never thought very much about i t .  I  was running scared in terms

of t ry ing to make good grades. I t  was a new environment;  i t  was

a s t range env j ronment .  I  was  concerned about  ach iev ing ,  I  was

worr ied about what was aoing to happen should I  have to go into

the  Serv ice .  I  rea l l y  don ' t  reca l l  hav ing  any  concern  o f  how many

Mex ican Amer icans  or  Mex icans  were  in  schoo l .  I  rea l l y  d idn ' t  th ink

very  much about  i t .  I  th ink  in  genera l ,  aga in ,  I  was  s t i l l  runn ing

around more with an Anglo crowd.

Then you went into the Service?

Then I  went into the Service,  and I  was in the Serv ' ice roughly 16 or

l7  months .  I  th ink  i t  was  a  ve ry  s ign i f i can t  tu rn ing  po in t  i n  my

l i fe,  as for  most people.  I  got  away from home, f rom a very pro-

tec t i ve  env i ronment  and a  very  cont ro l led  env i ronment .  I  had a

marve lous  exper ience in  the  serv ice  in  tha t  I  qu ick ly  found ou t  tha t

the  sk i l l s  tha t  I  had deve loped- -1 ike  typ ing- -permi t ted  me to  seek

out ways to better endure beinq in the Army. I  c lever ly took ad-

vantage of  everything I  could.  The fact  that  I  had a col lege

backqround, even though i t  was only two years,  was qui te an asset

in  those days ,  because I  remember  bas ic  t ra in ing  down in  Lou is iana

with these absolute i l l i terates f rom l l lest  Virginia and from the

South .  I  was  an  in te l lec tu ra l  g ian t  compared to  many o f  my fe l low
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soldiers.  And so, I  worked the system and f igured out ways to

get  ass ignments  tha t  were  less  onerous ,  a l though I  went  th rough the

fu l l  l 7  weeks 'bas ic  t ra in ing  w i th  s leep ing  in  the  mud and  a l r

that  sort  of  th ing.  I  was shipped overseas to Germany. I  remem-

ber when I  got  to Camp Ki lmer in New Jersey, which was the embarka-

t ion  po in t  fo r  Europe,  I  undercovered where  the  c lass i f i ca t ion  and

ass ignment  sec t ion  was.  I  jus t  went  a round and asked ques t ions

and tr ied to understand the system, and found out what the opt ions

were once you got over there.  I  d iscovered that there were ways

( i f  you  had some co l lege t ra in ing)  to  work  in  the  sys tem there .  so

I  actual ]y worked in an of f ice for  a week or two and found out

tha t  by  hav ing  pu t  in  a  coup le  weeks  o f  du ty ,  you  courd  in f luence

your stat ion.  so I  made a deal  wj th the sargeant that  I  was working

for  to  inc lude me in  a  spec ia l  g roup tha t  wou ld  p robab ly  be  ass igned

to the headquarters in Germany. Sure enough, when I  got  over there,

my papers ref lected that.  And again,  i t  worked in New Jersey, so

I  worked i t  in Germany. I  went again and volunteered to work in

the  c lass i f i ca t ion  group there .  There  I I ]  l i te ra l l y  ass igned my-

sel f  to the of f ice of  Inspector General  in Frankfort .  so I  had a

de l igh t fu l  year  o r  so  in  Germany.  I  was  ass igned to  the  theater

Inspec tor  Genera l ' s  o f f i ce  and I  became a  f lunky  to  th is  b i rd

colonel  who had been a judge or something in the Uni ted states.

Very  qu ick ly ,  w i th in  a  very  few months ,  he  promoted me up the  l ine .

He made me a sargeant so that his aide had no lower rank than any

of  h is  assoc ia tes '  [a ides ] .  what  we d id  then over  tha t  year  was

ius t  t rave l  a round Germany inspec t ing  bases ,  inves t iga t ing  b lack

marke t  ac t i v i t ies ,  and inspec t ing  the  m' i l i ta ry  government  ins ta l la -

t ions over there.  I  had a t remendous amount of  f reedom. when he
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didn' t  want to work,  I  was free to go to Par is or to go to Ber l in

or whatever.  So those were very exci t ing and very happy days for

a  19-year -o ld  k id .

I t  sounds l ike you were an operator.  f laughter]

tn le l l ,  I  jus t  t r ied  to  use  the  env i ronment  as  bes t  as  poss ' ib le  to

my advantage. I  remember my Army clays as very exci t ing,  at  t imes

very  demean ing ' l i ke  anyone who 's  in  the  Army,  cer ta in ly  in  the

ear ly days. But once I  was over there and I  was hobnobbing with

Colonels and staf f  people in the headquarters there,  why, I  found

tha t  you  cou ld  exp lo i t  tha t  pos i t ion  to  ge t  cer ta in  p r iv i leges .  I

exploi ted them al l  the way. When i t  came t ime to be discharged, I

had been invo lved in  the  war  c r imes t r ia ls  a t  Nuremburg ,  car ry ing

records back and forth and col lect ing some witnesses and that sort

of  th ing.  When i t  came t ime to go, I  made sure that I  was assigned

to escort  war cr imes documents back to the United States.  So my

tr ip back was on a very large ship wi th special  quarters;  and they

gave you a gun to guard the documents.  You came back in a relat ively

luxur ious fashion rather than being i .n a cat t le-boat amangement that  every-

body el ie had.[Laufhter]  So, when I  came back, though, as I  said

ear l ie r ,  i t  was  a  very  in te res t ing  tu rn ing  po in t .  I  came back ,  o f

course, great ly matured and understanding so much more about the

world and the wqy to exp" lo ' i t  opportuni t ies.  I  came back wjth a

much more ser ious v iew of  my future.  I  recognized then, of  course,

tha t  I  wou ld  be  en t i t led  to  the  GI  B i l l .  I  dec ided tha t  I  wanted  to

be in a profession that had reasonable economic expectat ions,  and

I  a lso  thought  about  the  fac t  tha t  j t  wou ld  cos t  me more  j f  I  le f t

town to go to school .  So I  went back to the col lege and enrol led

in  the  Eng ineer ing  Schoo l .  So ,  tha t  took  me longer  to  ge t  ou t .
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I t  took  me a lmost  2  1 /2  to  3  years - - I  had a  lo t  o f  courses  to  ca tch

up on  because I 'd  been in  the  l ibera l  a r ts  rou te .  But  I  d id  very

we l l  in  co l lege.  What  I  th ink  was in te res t ing  is  tha t - -perhaps

because of  the matur ing exper ience of  the Army or whatever--when I

came back I  started associat ing wi th more Mexican Americans in the

co1' lege. There were more then, al l  the returning people f rom the

Army. I  developed a whole new set of  f r iends--almost no Ang' los.

I  go t  i nvo lved  in  co l lege  ac t i v i t i es  in  a  soc ia l  sense ,  a lmos t

exc lus ive ' l y  w i th  Mex icans .  i  became sens i t i ve  then to  the  Greek

Ie t te r  f ra te rn i t ies  and assoc ia t ions ,  and recogn ized tha t  there  was

a problem penetrat ing that system. I  never even thought about i t

before I  went to the Army. And, so,  I  and a few others decided

to  fo rm someth ing  ca l led  Mu Eps i lon  X i ,  wh ich ,  o f  course ,  i s  MEX.

We formed this group and i t  became a formal ly accepted group there

a t  co l lege.  For  the  las t  two years  tha t  I  was  there- - in  '48 ,

'49  and '50- -MEX was " the"  La t in  soc ia l  o rgan ' i za t ion  on  the  campus.

We were the el i te on the campus. Our dances and our af fa i rs

[were] where everybody tried to go.

Lat inos,  you mean?

Yes,  s t r i c t l y .  When I  say  i t ' s  a  sor t  o f  a  tu rn ing  po ' in t ,  l I  mean

tha t ]  I  rea l l y  began to  fee l  a  b ro therhood i f  you  w i l l ,  an  ident i t y

w i th  peop le  o f  my backgroundn wh ich  I  had never  par t i cu la r ly  fe l t

the  need fo r  in  my ear f ie r  years .  But  here  I  rea l l y  en joyed i t

and  reve led  in  i t ,  i f  you  w i i l ,  i n  tha t  i t  was  a  fu l l e r  l i f e .  I

was away from just  the books and try ing to make good grades and

t ry ing  to  ach ieve .  I  became much more  ac t ive  w i th  g i r l s  and those

k inds  o f  th ings ,  and i t  was  a  to ta l l y  d i f fe ren t  co l lege exper ience- -
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more  se l f -con f ident  and you d idn ' t  have the  uncer ta in t ies  o f  go ing

in to  the  Serv ice .  A lso ,  I  rea l l y  en joyed my f r iends .  And I  s t i l l ,

thank God, I  d id very,  very wel l  in school  and got out wi th a reason-

ab le  accomp' l i shment .

l , lha t  was  i t  tha t  caused you to  ga in  tha t  iden t i f i ca t ion  w i th  peop le

of your background that you didn' t  have before?

I  don ' t  rea l l y  know.  I  th ink  I  was  around them more- - there  were

more  to  be  around w i th ,  and I  jus t  deve loped f r iendsh ips .  l lo t  a l l

of  these people had been in the Serviceo and perhaps I  ref lected a

matur i ty or a knowledge that made me more at t ract ive to them, and

I had more respect.  Also,  perhaps I  understood more about what I

was and who they were. I t 's  a very subt le k ind of  process; I  can' t

say  tha t  i t  was  th is  o r  tha t  tha t  caused i t .  I  jus t  a l l  o f  a  sudden

fe l t  very  comfor tab le .  In  re f lec t ing ,  as  you ' re  ask ing  me ques t ions

today, i t  may be that perhaps in those ear l ier  format ive years there

may have been a  very  subt le  sub rosa  fee l ing  tha t  i t  wasn ' t  the  grea t -

est  th ing in the wor ld to be what I  was. Maybe when I  came back

with a greater sel f -conf jdence of  growth and age and matur i ty,  I

cou ld  more  eas i l y  accept  jus t  be ing  what  I  was .  That ' s  about  the

on ly  th ing  tha t  I  can  th ink  o f  tha t  migh t  have in f luenced tha t

fee f  ing .

The reason I  ask you that is because i t  goes along with some of

the  th ings  tha t  I ' ve  heard  f rom peop le  whom I  have in te rv iewed,  and

a lso  i t ' s  re f lec ted  in  the  h is to r ica l  l i te ra tu re  tha t  we have

about the l , r lor ld War I I  exper ience. In your part icu ' lar  exper ience

r igh t  a f te r  the  War ,  I  wonder  i f  i t ' s  re la ted  to  someth ing  tha t

is  sa id ;  tha t  i s ,  tha t  the  l ' Ja r  i t se l f  was  a  tu rn ing  po in t ,  because
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men came back and fel t  that  they were equal  in the batt le l ine.

But once they came back, they were not equal  in the society that

they were protect ing dur ing the War.  And that in i tsel f  was a

s t imu lus  fo r  more  invo lvement .  You d id  make the  po in t  tha t  there

was the problem in penetrat ing f raterni t ies,  for  example;  and I

wonder  i f  there 's  a  re la t ion  there .

Le t  me look  a t  i t  th is  way.  I  had many exper iences ' in  the  Army- -

cer ta in ly  bas ic  t ra in ing  and o ther  exper iences- -where  fo r  the  f i rs t

t ime I  l i ved  day  in  and day  ou t  w ' i th  a  ma jor i t y  o f  peop le  who d id

not  have near  the  educat ion  I  had,  who were .no t - -what  wou ld  you say- -

o f  the  c lass  tha t  I  was .  That  sounds te r r ib le ;  bu t  [ there  were ]

k ids  o f  my age f rom A labama,  f rom West  V i rg in ia ,  f rom a l l  k inds  o f

places, who came from farms. And yet I  found that they were fgood]

people;  we suffered the same problems, we complained and bi tched

about the same food, about the same sargeants. l, 'Je protected each

other in that  environment and we helped each other.  So I  came

back perhaps with a much more comfortable feel ing wi th people of

any background and of  any economic level .  I  found that because a

kid spoke Engl ish wi th a Southern accent and who had a very poor

background,  tha t  he  wou ld  p ro tec t  me in  a  par t i cu la r  s i tua t ion  tha t

I  had to  dea l  w i th  in  the  Serv ice  as  a  b ro ther .  I  th ink  tha t  had

to  have an  in f luence in  my genera l  matur ing  as  I  dea l t  w i th  soc ie ty .

I  th ' ink  tha t ' s  one th ing .  The mat te r  o f  the  f ra te rn i t ies  th ing- -

I  th ink  a lso  tha t ,  damn i t ,  you ' re  o lder ,  you ' re  more  aware  o f  the

world about you. The Service makes you aware of  the wor ld;  and

so I  came back  to  co l lege and I  was  th ink ing  about  d i f fe ren t  k inds

of  th ings .  I  was  rea l i z ing :  why  is  i t  tha t  the  f ra te rn i t ies  were
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a l l  Ang los?  I  saw tha t  once ' in  a  wh i le  there  wou ld  be  one or  two

boys that were of Mexican background who had somehow gotten into

these fraternl ' t ies,and they stuck out l ike a sore thumb. I  would

look  a t  them and say ,  "Now what 's  d i f fe ren t  be tween tha t  ind iv idua l

and myse l f? "  In te res t ing ly  enough,  I  th ink  in  every  case they  had

come from Aust in High School ;  they had come from the east s ide of

town. I  a ' lways thought of  [ the east s ide]  as an al l  Anglo part  of  town. I  grew

up,as I SaialtarlTer"ln a veFy mlxed side-of town. But out there on the east s' ide

o f  town, tha t  was  a l l  Ang lo .  I  cer ta in ly  had no  f r iends  or  re la t i ves  on  the  eas t

side. So when they came from Aust in High School  to col lege, and there happened

to be a Mexican kid,  they had perhaps a few more bucks and they had

grown up str ict ly in an Anglo environment;  and some of them, through

sports or whatever,  ended up in a f raterni ty.  They were a rar i ty,

a real  rar i ty.  So those kids that  I  ended up banding together wi th

in those last  couple years of  col lege, we al l  had a common kind of

fee l ing ,  a  common k ind  o f  reac t ion  to  the  f ra te rn i t ies - - tha t  there

was an exclusiv i ty and a feel ing that they fe l t  that  they were

bet te r  than us .

When d id  you f i rs t  become a  po l i t i ca l l y  aware  person?

I  guess  probab ' l y  in  my la te  20s ,  a f te r  I 'd  been in  Ca l i fo rn ia  a

very  few years .  I  was  l i v ing  in  a  par t  o f  Los  Ange les  very  c lose

to  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia  a t  Los  Ange les- -UCLA--up  there

nor th  o f  Sunset  Bou levard .  I  was  l i v ing  in  a  very  Bohemian k ind

of environment where [ there were] a lot  of  universi ty people,  people

from the show business wor ld,  and a very broad spectrum of social ,

e thn ic  and f inanc ia l  backgrounds.  And aga in ,  fee l ing  very  comfor tab le

l i v ing  in  th is  th ing ,  I  sor t  o f  go t  d ragged in to  becoming,  fo r
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i ns tance,  a  member  o f  the  loca l  Democra t ic  c lub .  I  go t  invo lved

more, in the sense that others belonged and i t  was almost a quasi

soc ia l  th ing  go ing  in .  But  a lso  I  was  o lder  now and I  was  reac t ing

to  the  head l ines  and wor ld  a f fa i rs  w i th  a  l i t t le  more  awareness ,  a

l i t t le  more  concern .  You know,  when you ' re  in  your  20s ,  you  spend

a l l  n igh t  d r ink ing  and ta lk ing  about  th is  and tha t  and the  o ther ,  and

po l i t i cs  beg ins  to  become an impor tan t  th ing  to  ta lk  about .  I  never

voted when I  was in Texas. I  never womied about i t  or  thought too

much about i t .  Then I  got  out to Cal i fornia in a much more cosmo-

po l i tan  env i ronment ,  and I  th ink  tha t  those were  the  beg inn ings ;

a l though I  never  took  a  very  ac t ive  par t  in  po l i t i cs  o ther  than

vo t ing  as  a  c i t i zen ,  par t i c ipa t ing  in  a  loca l  c lub  and  con t r ibu t ing

a coup le  o f  bucks ,  par t i c ipa t ing  in  a rguments  in  our  c lub  meet ings

about  permi t t ing  Red Ch ina  to  en ter  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  and s topp ing

nuc lear  tes t ing  wh ich  were  b ig  dea ' l s  back  in  those days .  I t  was

just  a very subt ' le process, a very subt le process. The next few

years ,  un t i l  say  the  la te  '60s  when I  began to  be  a  l i t t le  more

ac t i ve ,  I  was  a  Democra t  dur ing  a l l  tha t  t ime .  In  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  a l l

the  l i t t le  Democra t ic  c lubs  were  par t  o f  what 's  ca l led  the  Ca l i fo rn ia

Democra t ic  Counc i l ,  wh ich  today  is  cons idered a lmost  an  u l t ra - le f t

k ind  o f  o rgan iza t ion .  Wel l ,  in  those days  i t  was  the  mains t ream,

grass roots element of  the Democrat ic party.  I  th ink that  the f i rst

t ime I  real ly,  however,  got  turned on to th ink in terms of  very

spec i f i c  po l i t i ca l  ac t i v i t y  was  jus t  p r io r  to  the  N ixon-Kennedy

elect ion in 1960. I  real ly got very concerned and turned on about

par t i c ipa t ing .  But  I  th ink  as  I  became more  aware  o f  po l i t i ca l

events  and a f fa i rs ,  I  s ta r ted  fo rmula t ing  a  more  de f ined po l i t i ca ' l
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ph i losophy.  I  remember  dur ing  the  
. l964  

e lec t ion  tha t  I  thought

Barry Goldwater was an absolute nut because he was going to defol iate

Vietnam and then use atom bombs and al l  th is sort  of  th ing.  And

I  rea l i zed  tha t  the  Amer ican peop le  have a  t remendous ob l iga t ion

to th ink very careful ly about the people they elected to of f ice,  and

to take part  in t ry ing to al ter  or  to control  the system so that

nu ts  d idn ' t  ge t  in to  o f f i ce .  I  look  back  a t  Bar ry  Go ldwater  today ,

and he looks qreat in many ways, because today he can say the same

th ings  and  i t ' s  a  lo t  more  accep tab le .  I t ' s  on ly  ten  years  ago ,

bu t  I  th ink  in  those days  we had a  lo t  less  in fo rmat ion  ava i lab le .

We d idn ' t  have so  much te lev is ion  and such a  power fu l  med ium.  So

one reac ted  much more  on  rhe tor ic  and gu t -1eve l  k ind  o f  th ink ing

rather than with the large mass of  informat ion that the American

pub l ic  has  today .  But  by  the  t ime tha t  the  N ixon-Kennedy th ing

came a long,  I  go t  in t r igued w i th  Jack  Kennedy and what  he  promised.

He had a  des i re  to  es tab l i sh  a  na t iona l  purpose and to  th ink  about

grander  i ssues  than Mr .  E isenhower  who,  in  my v iew,  kept  the

count ry  fo r  8  years  in  a  s ta tus  quo.  I  was ,  o f  course ,  l i ke  so

many people,  great ly shocked and fel t  so bad about Kennedy's

assassinat ion.  And as Johnson took over and the Vietnam l , l lar

esca la ted ,  I  began to  be  more  concerned about  what  a  temib le  th ing

th is  was- - the  fac t  tha t  we jus t  kep t  go ing  and go ing  and no th ing

was happen ing .  By  the  t ime 1968 came a1ong,  I  jus t  fe l t  tha t  i t

was  t ime to  change par t ies ;  tha t  I  cou ld  no  longer  vo te  fo r  the

Democrat ic party;  that  they seemed to have no plan for extr icat ing

themselves from this quagmire of  Vietnam. I  saw Hubert  Humphrey

as  a  cand ida te  who had t r ied  to  change h is  spots  in  the  las t  few
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months  o f  the  Johnson admin is t ra t ion ;  bu t  he  d id  no t  conv ince  me.

I  rea l i zed  tha t  a l though I  had never  rea l l y  l i ked  Mr .  N ixon,  a t

least  th is was a promise of  a change and there were promises of

doing something posi t ive about Vietnam.,  So I  converted to the

Republ ican party.  I  th ink there was another subt le process that

was tak ing  p1ace,  too .  I  had cont inued to  p rogress  in  my pro fess ion ,

in  sa la ry  and re la t i ve  a f f luence;  and I  th ink  i t  made me more

po l i t i ca l l y  conserva t ive .  I  began to  th ink  a  lo t  more  about  the

fact  that  4y income was being redistr ibuted through the tax process

to some people who maybe had not worked as hard as I had to get to

where I  was. As I  thought about the Republ ican party v is-b-vis the

p' lethora of  social  programs and al l  the th ings that came out of  the

Civ i l  R igh ts  movement  ( l i ke  the  War  on  Pover ty ) ,  I  th ink  my reac t ion

was,  "Hey,  I  was  poor ,  too ;  bu t  I  go t  ou t  by  a  lo t  o f  sweat  and

s t ra in  and hard  work .  Why in  the  he l l  can ' t  everybody e lse  do  tha t? ' ,

Wel l ,  tha t  i s  no t  my ph i losophy today ,  and I  don ' t  th ink  i t  ever

was tha t  ser ious ly .  But  I  th ink  tha t  there  is  someth ing  o f  tha t

s t i l l  i n  me.  I t ' s  very  hard ,  when you ' re  fo r tunate ,  to  re la te  to

those who are  no t ,  and say ,  "You can have any th ing  I ' ve  go t  because

you shou ld  be  jus t  l i ke  I  am,"  un less  I  see  them out  there  t ru ly ,

l i t e ra l l y  sweat ing  l i ke  I  d id .  I ' ve  g rown o lder ,  I ' ve  become me l lower ;

I  st i l l  have a t remendous respect for  someone who works hard and

who bus ts  h is  ta i l  to  p rogress .  But  in  the  las t  l0  years  o r  so  I ' ve

certainly become very,  very sensi t ive to the fact  that  there is

that smal l  detai l  of  opportuni ty,  and that in too many cases in

our society--no matter how hard some people have sweated and strained--

they couldn' t  make i t  because of  other bamiers that  were above
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and beyond the i r  con t ro l .  And jus t  co jnc identa l l y ,  in  
. I969 

a

couple of  other people and I  formed this company which was involved

in  the  research  and consu l t ing  bus iness .  I  had worked pr io r  to

that for  about 15 years ' in the aerospace business where I  was an

eng ineer .  I  was  invo lved in ,  f rank ly ,  t ry ing  to  bu i ld  the  bes t

hydrogen bombs in the wor ld.  For al l  those years I  worked str ict ly

in the defense industry and developing products that  had nothing

but a destruct ive output.  So when we formed this company, my

part  of  the deal  was that I  would have nothing to do with defense

projects-- that  I  was going to go and try to develop a business that

would take some of the th ings we had learned in the aerospace

industry and convert  them to the betterment of  society.  I t  was

through that process that I  became involved with people here in

Washington, as I  was coming here to sel l  our wares,  to t ry to deve' lop

bus iness .  Co inc iden ta l l y ,  a  good  f r iend  o f  m ine ,  Mar t in  Cas t i l l o ,

who was an attorney in Los Ange'les, was named by President Nixon

to be the Chairman of  what then was the Interagency on Mexican

American Affairs.  He replaced Vicente J imdnez, who I  guess is

sti l l  in Texas. Marti 'n asked me to come to lrtash'ington in March of

'69  f rom t ime to  t ime to  jus t  he lp  h im se t  up  th is  agency ,  wh ich  by

the end of  that  year became the Cabinet Commit tee on Opportuni ty for

the Spanish Speaking. And through Mart i 'n a whole new world opened

up for me.

End of Tape
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