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the editor

The borderland in West Texas is its own entity. It cultivates a unique fusion of
cultures, languages, beliefs, backgrounds and ethnicities, expanding downward to the
state of Chihuahua in Mexico, and expanding north to the outskirts of Santa Teresa,
New Mexico. It's a complicated and vast region where no area is like the other. There-
fore, the national blanket affect of politics doesn’t necessarily apply to the region. This
year’s presidential race and its candidates’ stances on different legislation and policies
do not have the same impact as they might elsewhere.

This issue of Minero Magazine aims to bring forth how this year’s race for the Ameri-
can presidency affects our region directly; how our different communities are both per-
ceived and, therefore, regarded by national politics, and how the dynamic mechanism
of El Paso and it’s surrounding areas deal with national issues here at home.

By analyzing and reporting on issues such as the difference between the Mexican/
Hispanic vote and the white vote in the borderland, the impact of the race on undocu-
mented immigrants and how Hillary Clinton has affected women in politics, our publica-
tion has strived to provide you, our readers, with an in-depth look at how these issues
affect our everyday lives as citizens of this part of the country. As always, Minero
Magazine’s intention is to provide accurate storytelling, all while maintaining our core
reason for doing this at all, for our public to be informed on the news that matters to
you.

This being my fourth and last issue as editor-in-chief for Minero, I’'m honored and
ecstatic to provide content for our UTEP and El Paso-area communities regarding
this year’s presidential race. Every four years is unique to our country as we witness
a spate of politicians—and in this year’s case, celebrities—eager for your vote. They
meander and galavant through topics and issues that affect our entire nation, promising
change and the implementing of ideas and legislation that will improve the living situ-
ations of different demographics and damaging those of others. It’s no secret that this
year’s race has been a media frenzy. Minero Magazine is glad to hone in on the issues
that affect our readers directly and concentrate on the information you should know to
make an educated vote, regardless for whom you may chose.

Como siempre, muchisimas gracias a todo nuestro publico por seguir leyéndonos
y dejarnos compartir nuestros articulos y reportajes con ustedes. No solamente es
nuestra pasion, sino también nuestro empuje en suministrarles productos periodisticos
de la mejor calidad.

Espero que les guste esta edicion de Minero.
Thank you, once again, for reading our publication.

Jose Soto
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With just a simple movement,

a whole row of dominoes can go
tumbling—one by one knocking each
other down. This is known as the
domino effect, but it can be a social
occurrence in more than just its tradi-
tional meaning. When presidential
candidate Hillary Clinton announced
her campaign for the presidency in
2014, there was an uproar from the
female population. It seemed to have
caused a prolific shift in females’
roles in politics, increasing women’s
participation. Along with the spike,
there has been debate about wheth-
er women are clearly informed about
Clinton’s political agenda or if they
are simply voting for her because
she is a woman.

Social scientists classify this as the
demonstration effect. If a woman
sees a female heavily involved in
politics, she is more likely to become
involved as well. April Rumgay, a

no effect on the number of non-Cau-
casian politicians. “We certainly do
not have enough politicians right now
of different colors of skin still, despite
having an African-American presi-
dent,” April says. “Although I highly
believe in the demonstration effect,

| think there are too many variables,
be it discourse and the like, that are
affecting this.”

Research conducted by the South
Asia Institute at Harvard University
showed the demonstration effect can
help increase the number of women
involved in political leadership roles,
but the method would take many
years to provide significant results.
According to a study by The Nation
Magazine, women hold less than 20
percent of congressional seats in the
United States, less than 25 percent
of the statewide and state legislative
positions and only 12 of the major
100 cities have female mayors.

who dressed them and what kind of
clothes are they wearing. In those
kinds of comments you can still see
how women are treated differently in
politics.”

Women'’s lack of participation in
politics is not the only issue high-
lighted by Clinton’s presidential
aspirations—women’s understanding
of other candidates’ political agen-
das has come into question as well.
Of the number of women taking a
newfound interest in politics because
of Clinton’s campaign, it is hard to
determine which ones truly under-
stand the issues.

Ness-Garcia says knowing a
woman'’s intentions when voting for
a female president can be skewed.
“It’s brought a lot of women’s is-
sues to report from and it’s allowed
women to rally around those issues,
but at the same time, I'm seeing

"HAVINGWOMENINPOLITICSOFFERSTHATDIFFERENTOPINION,
THATDIFFERENTOUTLOOK WHICHISESSENTIALTODEMOCRACY."

— APRILRUMGAY
GRADUATESTUDENTINPOLITICALSCIENCE

graduate student in political sci-
ence, says that while this may cause
more women to become involved in
politics, there will still be a dramatic
gap between men and women.“The
demonstration effect plays a role in
this, however, | do not believe that

it will play a significant enough role
where the right number of women
will become involved in politics,” April
says. “Right now, women are dis-
proportionately underrepresented in
politics and that number is not going
to get any better, | don’t think, with a
female president.”

The same effect happened when,
in 2007, Barack Obama announced
his campaign for presidency. There
was a surge in the number of African
Americans taking new interest in
politics, but there has been little to

Besides being underrepresented,
those women who do hold govern-
ment positions are treated differ-
ently than men. Lydia Ness-Garcia,
co-founder of the awareness group
Stand with El Paso Women, a
group dedicated to shining light on
women’s rights and issues, said she
has noticed a dramatic difference
between the way men and women
involved in politics are treated,
respectively.

“l think that women in politics still
have a very hard time being judged
by a double standard in terms of
having to look both like they’re com-
petent, but without being too aggres-
sive,” Ness-Garcia says. “You hear
certain questions that are asked of
women in terms of who did their hair,

a lot of backlash, like if you'’re not
supporting her it's treason, in terms
of being a woman,” Ness-Garcia
says. “You see these comments that
| think are taken out of context. Like
the Madeline Albright comments say-
ing we should support her because
she’s a woman, but | don’t believe

in that and | think that’s equally as
sexist.”

Although Clinton is the DNC candi-
date and has demonstrated a strong
female following, not all women are
supporting the former first lady. As
of July, she has won less than half
of the female vote, with 36 percent
supporting Donald Trump and 21
percent still undecided. This is due
in part to women standing behind
other candidates’ agendas, but also
because many young women do



not want to be held accountable for
voting for her only because she is
female. “The common thing | hear
around here is ‘| don’t look at gender.
| don’t look at skin color,” which is

a problem,” April says. “If you don’t
know my gender, if you don’t know
the color of my skin or my sexual
orientation, you don’t know what |
go through because of it. And if you
don’t know this, how are you sup-
posed to make things better?”

Other women may also vote for her
because they want to demonstrate

they support the fight for women’s
rights. April says she believes there
is more to it than just voting for a
female president. “Being a woman in
politics doesn’t inherently make you
an advocate for women’s rights, but
as women, we go through different
experiences than men do, and hav-
ing women in politics offers that dif-
ferent opinion, that different outlook,
which is essential in democracy,” she
says. “So voting for Hillary because
she’s a woman doesn’t seem crazy,
and I'm okay with that.”

Only time will tell if the number of
women involved in and understand-
ing of politics will change because of
Hillary Clinton’s possible presidency.
“From what I've seen, there hasn't
been much of a difference of women
in politics over the years, but be-
cause Hillary is running for president,
it’s obvious something has flipped
the coin,” April says. “I've heard de-
bates about whether or not a woman
is capable of being an executive,
which is the same thing | heard eight
years ago, and to me, that does not
spell change,”

L_ 1 efecto demostracion en la
politica se refiere al incremento
de atencidn de la populacion en
general debido a un a persona.

Pasé con el presidente Barack
Obama, que llevé a una mayor

:NBREVE

.a desproporcionada represen-
2i6n de las mujeres en puestos
liticos y su forma de decidir
jue candidatos o candidatas
ioyar también son temas que
in recibido atencion gracias a

5 aspiraciones de Clinton de

iora como presidenta. “Ha traido
Jchos temas relacionados con
Jjeres sobre los cuales repor-
-y le ha dado la oportunidad a
Ichas mujeres de apoyar estos
mas”, dice Lydia Ness-Garcia,
-fundadora del grupo Stand with
Paso Women que se dedica a
mar atencidn a temas sobre los
rrechos de las mujeres.

slinton y su rol importante en las

acciones de este afio podran

lber incrementado la atencion

' las mujeres en la politica, pero

gun April Rumgay, estudiante
ue posgrado en ciencias politicas,
no es suficiente. “El efecto demos-
tracién tiene un rol en esto, pero
no creo que sea uno realmente
significativo donde el numero

necesario de mujeres se involucren

en la politica”, dice April. “Hoy en

Iver a residir en la Casa Blanca —

participacion de la comunidad afro-
americana, y con la candidatura de
Hillary Clinton que ha energizado a
las mujeres de los Estados Unidos.

dia las mujeres estan despropor-
cionadamente bajo representadas
en la politica y ese numero no va
a mejorar, inclusive con una mujer
presidenta”.

Segun la revista The Nation, las
mujeres ocupan menos del 20 por
ciento de los puestos en el congreso,
menos del 25 por ciento de puestos
estatales y solo 12 de las 100 ciu-
dades mas grandes del pais tienen
una muijer en el puesto de alcalde.

Hay quienes opinan que una mu-
jer debe votar por una mujer por el
simple echo de ser mujer. “Ser una
mujer en la politica no te vuelve
una defensora de los derechos
de la mujer automaticamente.

Pero como mujeres, pasamos por
experiencias diferentes a las de los
hombres y el tener mujeres en la
politica ofrece esa opinion diferente
que es esencial para la democra-
cia”, dice April. “Asi que votar por
Hillary por ser mujer no parece ser
tan descabellado”.

Ness-Garcia piensa que debe de
haber més detras de la decisiéon
cuando una mujer va a las urnas.
Votar por alguien basado sola-
mente en que son mujeres, en su
opinion es contraproducente. “He
visto mucha reaccion en cuanto a
'si no votas por ella es traicion por
ser mujer”, dice Ness-Garcia. “Yo
no pienso igual, y creo que esa
actitud es igual de sexista”



#BETTEROFFAWESOME
THANKFULLY 2/3 OF COLLEGE AGE STUDENTS CHOGSE NOT 70 BINGE DRINK

COALITION

For respecting our smoke
and tobacco free
community.

Promoting an Air of Respect for
Our Environment and Community.
UTEP would like to remind you that
we are a Smoke and Tobacco Free

Campus.

To learn more please visit
tobaccofree.utep.edu
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El aire en Washington, D.C. es
pesado con humedad, apelma-
zando a la gente, vagando por las
banquetas del capitolio y cerca del
domicilio 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
La eleccion presidencial de este
ano esta apelmazando a la gente
también, no solo en Washington,
sino en toda la nacion. Gracias a
los candidatos al puesto mas pres-
tigioso en los Estados Unidos, que
han convertido el proceso en un
circo, la decision de a quien apoyar
esta estresando a toda una nacion.

No todas las personas en Estados
Unidos podran votar en noviembre,
pero no quiere decir que no les
preocupe el resultado también. Los
inmigrantes indocumentados y el
tema de la inmigracion han estado
en el centro del proceso primario

ELECCION

electoral. La retorica e ideas que
han sido discutidas acerca de la
inmigracion podrian ser realmente
peligrosas para toda la comunidad
inmigrante.

De acuerdo a la oficina de es-
tadisticas sobre inmigracion, o el
DHS, hay 11.4 millones de gente
indocumentada presente en los
Estados Unidos. El 56 por ciento de
estos indocumentados vienen de
México.

Irasema Coronado, profesora de
ciencia politicas en UTEP, dice
que esos numeros nNo necesari-
amente son acertados, y eso es un
problema. “No podemos realmente
saber cuantos inmigrantes indocu-
mentados existen en el pais,” dice
Coronado. “Eso significa que no

Por:José Soto
Diserio: Edgar Herndndez
Fotografia: Andrés Martinez

tenemos un concepto real de a
cuanta gente estamos afectando
cuando se habla de la inmigracion
y, sobre todo, de reforma y depor-
taciones”.

Basilisa Alonso vive en Washing-
ton D.C. y es una de esas millones
de personas afectadas. Alonso
llego a los Estados Unidos acom-
panada por sus padres cuando era
pequena. Dice que este grupo de
candidatos la tiene preocupada.“A
mi si me preocupa, especialmente
los puntos de vista de Donald
Trump”, dice Alonso. “Al principio,
no me tenia tan preocupada porque
no pensaba que la nominacion
GOP iba a acabar con el. Sincera-
mente, estoy mas preocupada por
mi familia que por mi misma”.




Alonso esta protegida contra la
deportacion por medio de la orden
ejecutiva DACA, o accion diferida
para aquellos que llegaron al pais
de nifios. Trump y otros candidatos
quieren acabar enteramente con
DACA. La candidata presidencial
democrata Hillary Clinton apoyara
la reforma integral de inmigracion,
como lo quizo hacer Bernie Sand-
ers, que suspendio su campana
presidencial en julio.

En junio, la Corte Suprema de los
Estados Unidos bloqueo la imple-
mentacion del programa DACA,
aunque los que siguen protegidos
por la legislatura, como Alonso,
junto con muchos otros indocumen-
tados, siguen en espera de quien
ganara la presidencia y, por ultimo,
que pasara con los millones de
indocumentados.

Por obvias razones, el candidato
que mas preocupa a la comunidad
indocumentada es Trump. Sus co-
mentarios ofensivos hacia la gente
mexicana y sus propuestas ex-
tremas— que incluyen construir un
muro mas grande en la frontera y la
deportacion de millones—presentan
una real amenaza. En El Paso,

“No tenemos un concepto real de

a cuanta gente estamos afectando

cuando se habla de la inmigracién
y, sobre todo, de reformay

deportaciones”.
—Irasema Coronado, profesora de ciencias politicas

Hurd—un miembro de la marina que
no quiso incluir su apellido por su
actual posicion con el ejercito—dice
en una entrevista que votara por
Trump por ser el tinico candidato
que ha demostrado lealtad a su
pais.

“La gente se olvida que este es
nuestro pais y otros paises como
México es el pais de ellos”, dice
Hurd. “Aunque parezca mal, la
realidad es que tenemos que
protegernos contra cada posibilidad
de dano extranjero, y eso incluye a
los indocumentados. Si no tenemos
documentos de quienes estan aqui
y por que razon o que estan haci-
endo, pues eso abre la puerta a la
posibilidad de dafio domestico. A mi
no me importa lo que digan los de
mas, Trump es el unico que si algo
nos pasa, no va pensar dos veces
en demostrarle a quienes nos hici-
eron dano que nadie se mete con
nuestro pais”.

Mark Lusk, profesor de trabajo
social, define esta forma de pensar
como “xenofobia”, o el miedo odio,
hostilidad o rechazo a al extranjero.
“Por lo general, la gente siempre se
siente amenazada por gente que

consideran ‘diferentes’ o ‘extran-
jeros™, dice Lusk. “Pero este caso
ha sido extremo, especialmente el
comportamiento de Trump”.

Lusk dice que este racismo y odio
hacia los inmigrantes empezo6 a
formarse en la cultura americana a
partir de las elecciones presidencia-
les del ano 1956. “Los candidatos
en esa carrera presidencial se
enfocaron demasiado en el comu-
nismo y la guerra de Vietnam?”, dice
Lusk. “Antes de eso, el pais recibia
a bastantes inmigrantes, aunque
también en veces con hostilidad,
pero no como hoy. Desde entonces,
la gente americana, especialmente
los del sur, empezaron a considerar
a los inmigrantes como ‘otros™.

Segun Lusk en los estados del sur
es donde se encuentra la mayor
desigualdad economica y es donde
se desarrollo este fenébmeno social.
Es ahi donde empezo0 la falsa
nocion de que la gente de otros
paises venian a tomar los puestos
de los ciudadanos americanos.
“Eso fue una estrategia de el Par-
tido Republicano en ese entonces”,
dice Lusk. “Pero aun sigue siendo
razon por lo cual la perspectiva
sobre el inmigrante es mayormente
negativa”.



“...no me tenia tan preocupada porque no
pensaba que la nominacién GOP iba a acabar
con el. Sinceramente, estoy mas preocupada
por mi familia que por mi misma”.

—Basilisa Alonso, inmigrante indocumentado

Lusk piensa que aunque la carrera
presidencial no tenga un efecto
directo o inmediato en contra de
los inmigrantes indocumentados, el
efecto social que causan los modis-
mos y retorica de los candidatos
Trump y Cruz se manifestaran aun
después de que la Casa Blanca
tenga un nuevo habitante.

Al igual que Lusk, Coronado dice
que el problema empez0 durante
la guerra de Vietnam. “Empezando
ahi, el pais empez0 a utilizar a
México como fuente de mano

de obra barata”, dice Coronado.
“Especialmente con el programa
de los braceros. Lo que no se tomo
en cuenta fue que cada miembro
del programa tenia familia y se
iban a reunir de una manera u otra.
La migracion fue una cosa casi
inevitable en ese entonces. Todo
fue sistematico”.

Coronado opina que la mejor
reforma seria si los empleados
fueran sancionados tras contratar a
indocumentados.

“No quisiera ver a nadie perder
su trabajo, pero al mismo tiempo,
seria mejor que se implementara
un sistema laboral donde todos
tendrian que ser pagados igual”,
dice Coronado. “La reforma de
corporativa seria la real reforma
inmigratoria. Si hiciéramos que las

corporaciones del pais realmente
les pagaran a los indocumentados
lo que se merecen y ofrecerles ben-
eficios, ninguna los contratarian”.

Al mismo tiempo, Coronado dice
que la realidad es que la inmi-
gracion ilegal y la reforma son
cosas demasiado complicadas,
algo que no toda la gente real-
mente comprende. Ese es el mayor
del problema. “Lo que piensa la
mayoria de la gente es que los in-
migrantes vienen a quitarle puestos
a los americanos, pero la realidad
es que los trabajos que ellos ocu-
pan no son trabajos que la gente
americana quiere”, dice Coronado.
“Aun asi, la mentalidad de que los
indocumentados son un problema
para la sociedad y la economia del
pais es predominante”.

Independientemente del resultado,
Lusk dice que si llegaran a depor-
tar a bastantes indocumentados,
ciudades como El Paso cambiarian
totalmente. “El Paso siempre ha
sido una ciudad multicultural, bas-
tante basada en la cultura mexi-
cana”, dice Lusk. “No seria El Paso
sin inmigrantes. Tratar de quitarle
la esencia a una ciudad como esta,
o Los Angeles o Phoenix, viene
siendo absurdo. Espero que no
resulte para nada en eso”.

Coronado dice que lo mas impor-
tante, aunque sea redundante, es
votar. “La solucion a muchos temas
y problemas politicos es simple-
mente votar”, dice Coronado. “Aqui
en El Paso y en el estado de Texas
tenemos una de las mas bajas
asistencias de votantes registra-
dos. Eso es probleméatico porque
cosas como la reforma migratoria
nos afecta directamente y aun
asi, no sale la gente a votar, y eso
llega a ser perjudicial para nuestra
comunidad que incluye a indocu-
mentados”.

Mientras tanto, Alonso espera sa-
ber quien ganara la presidencia de
la nacion mas poderosa del mundo
y como el efecto que tendra en ella
y su familia indocumentada.

CAUTION




In Brief: The decision of who to
support in the upcoming presiden-
tial election is weighing heavily on
the majority of the American popula-
tion. American citizens are worried
about who will succeed President
Barack Obama, but they are not the
only ones who will be affected by
the elections in November.

According to the Department of
Homeland Security, there are 11.4
million undocumented immigrants
currently in the United States. None
of them will be able to vote, but
whoever becomes president will
have a major impact on them. That
has the entire community worried.

According to Irasema Coronado,
political science professor at UTEP,
that number is inaccurate, which is
a problem. “We can’t know for sure
how many undocumented immi-
grants are in the country,” Coronado
says. “That means we don't have a
real concept of how many people
we are affecting when we talk about
immigration and especially about
reform and deportations.”

Basilsa Alonso lives in Washington
D.C. and is one of the millions who
can’t vote for the next president.
She came to the United States with
her parents as a child, and this
group of candidates bothers her.

“It does worry me, especially the

ELECCION
PRESIDENCIAL

point of views of Donald Trump,”
Alonso said. “At first it didn’t worry
me because | didn’t think the GOP
nomination would be won by him.
Honestly I’'m more worried about my
family than myself.”

Alonso is protected by the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
act that allows certain immigrants,
who arrived prior to their 16th
birthday, to avoid deportation.
Candidates such as Trump want to
do away with DACA. Democratic
presidential candidate Hillary Clin-
ton says she will support compre-
hensive immigration reform.

In El Paso, Hurd—a member of the
Marines who chose to not reveal
his last name-revealed in a candid
interview why he supports Trump.
“People forget this is our country

and other countries like Mexico
are their countries,” Hurd said.
“Although it might seem bad, the
reality is that we have to protect
ourselves from the possibility of
foreign danger... | don’t care what
others think, Trump is the only one
who, if something were to happen
to us, he won't think twice before
showing whoever hurt us that no
one messes with our country.”

Mark Lusk, a social work professor
at UTEP, defines this way of think-
ing as xenophobia—the fear, hate
and hostility toward immigrants. He
says this xenophobia developed
during the presidential elections of
1956-when candidates focused
too much on communism and the
Vietnam War. He believes that even
though the election’s results might
not have an immediate impact on
the undocumented community, the
rhetoric used by Trump and Ted
Cruz will be evident even after the
election.

As the race for the White House
continues and debates over im-
migration, walls, reforms and
deportation rage on, millions such
as Alonso wait to see who the
American people will choose to lead
the country. They wait—worried and
without a voice—to see how it will
affect them and their families.
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Raised in a conservative house-
hold, politics and ethics were instilled
into Yussef Luna’s everyday behav-
ior. Yussef, a junior political science
major, is constantly advocating for
conservative values and working
to improve his manners. Sopho-
more pre-pharmacy major Sydney
Wharton’s parents never forced her
to sway either way on the political
spectrum. It was because of her own
findings that she discovered she pre-
ferred the conservative side of the
political realm.

Two individuals who found their po-
litical paths in entirely different ways,
both Luna and Wharton side with the
Republican Party and also share the
same Anglo-Saxon racial profile. “My
parents did not have any influence on
me,” Sydney says. “We never talked
about politics or anything. They're
Republican, both of them, but | found
that route in my own way.”

While Yussef was born and raised
in a Republican-based home, Sydney
was able to scope out both sides and
truly discover the political party that
suited her best.

When choosing their preferred politi-
cal candidate in this year’s presiden-
tial race, it’s obvious both Yussef and
Sydney supported the Republican
frontrunner. “Rubio was the one | re-
lated to the most because he is the
only Republican who did some type
of legislation towards immigration,”
Yussef says.

According to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau’s 2010 census, the Hispanic or
Latino community makes up 82 per-
cent of the population in El Paso. The
white minority accounts for a mere 17
percent of El Pasoans.

While some would consider El Paso
to be a very diverse city, the unpleas-
ant reality of racism is present across
the nation. Reverse racism—discrimi-
nation against a dominating ethnic
group-has sprung up in El Paso and
across the nation. “It shouldn’t even
be called reverse racism—it’s just
racism,” Sydney says. “Reverse rac-

ism is so real here. People seem to
hate white people for all the wrong
reasons. Being a white person in
such a heavily concentrated Mexican
population—we get discriminated
(against) just as much as others.”

"THERE ISNOT A
SINGLE
MAJORITY IN
TEXAS RIGHT

NOW."
FY NN NN NN

— Jose Villalobos
Political science professor

The EI Paso population has political
views that are notorious for catering
heavily toward the Hispanic and La-
tino community. “This is a Hispanic-
based culture,” Sydney says. “Culture
wise, it makes me wiser in my own
culture because now | can advocate
more for what | believe in rather than
the Democratic community.”

Elections

During the 2016 spring Student Gov-
ernment Association elections at the
University of Texas at El Paso, Yussef
formed a party called UNITED and
ran as the party’s presidential can-
didate. Although he did not win the
election, he realized that race played
a big part in how he campaigned. “I
got senators who were international
students because | know the College
of Business is who votes in the SGA
elections,” Yussef says. “So I'd get
people who were a part of the Col-
lege of Business, or who hung out
there, because | thought they would
help.”
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Yussef says he was at a disadvan-
tage for being a white SGA candidate
because he had to appeal to the His-
panic community on campus. “That’s
the main reason people win in SGA—
getting the Latino votes because
there’s people from different colleges
around here at UTEP, but no one
spoke to them,” Yussef says. “Every-
one in the College of Business knew
each other and most were Hispanic
and that helped it out a lot.”

Polling

Political science professor Jose Vil-
lalobos sees many different voters of
different races with his unique style of
advocating for voter turnout. He mo-
tivates his students to volunteer and
provide a non-partisan influence for
students by holding voter registration
on campus. He is deputized by the
court and is allowed to turn in these
voter registration cards so people
may easily vote.

Villalobos does not try to push a spe-
cific party on individuals, but rather
advocates for students to actually go
out and vote.

In El Paso, voter participation is ex-
tremely low. According to the El Paso
County Election Department, there
were 38,892 registered voters during
the early voting session of 2016. That
is less than 5 percent of the city’s
population who is registered to vote.
“Just off the top of the head, | would
say that those who are Anglo are will-
ing to register to vote just as any oth-
er,” Villalobos says. “The question is
who has the greatest challenge when
it comes to voting.”

There are many different factors that
prevent individuals from voting. The
stereotypical misconception that peo-
ple of the white race are extremely
privileged is shot down by Villalobos.
“People in poverty, which includes
Anglos—it can be exira challenging
for them because if you are struggling
with poverty and you cannot gain the
resources needed to vote, and you



are not getting the information of how
government works,” Villalobos says.

In Texas, there was a strict photo
ID voting requirement. Recently that
was ruled as racially discriminatory
by the U.S. Court of Appeals. The law
required identification be provided in
order to cast a vote in elections. This
created the potential to marginalize a
large group of people. “You have to
get your ID, you have to get trans-
portation to the voting location, and if
you can't afford a computer or go on
the Internet to see where to vote, it’'s
more difficult to vote,” Villalobos says.
“By race and the numbers, UTEP is
majority Latino. But I like to look at it
from city, state, and national level—
across the board there’s a low num-
ber of voters.”

With the slim margin of difference
between the percentage of white and
Hispanic population throughout Tex-
as, in the end, Villalobos believes that
the low number of voter turnout does
not come from the white population.

“If there are low numbers of Anglo
voters in El Paso, | wouldnt say it is
because it is difficult for them, un-
less they are in poverty, but it’s the
number of people in the city who are
Latino,” Villalobos says. “There is not
a single majority in Texas right now.”

Sentimental factors

When considering which party to
side on, there are obvious deter-
mining factors that sway a person’s
opinion one way or another. Often,
these factors are either influenced
by race or ethnicity. For example, the
topic of immigration might influence
a Hispanic voter to want changes in
the immigration system because they
have a family member who is trying
to come over to the United States,
while a white voter might not have the
same sympathy due to the fact that
they cannot relate to the struggles.

Another factor to take into consid-
eration in politics is location. Some-
one from the Southeast United States
might not have the same sensitiv-

ity towards immigration as someone
from the Southwest because they are
not located in a border city.

There are other social topics that
can determine one’s political views,
such as welfare, which Wharton be-
lieves isn’t fair to everyone. Sydney
believes people should work hard for
what they want in life.

"REVERSE RACISM
PEOPLE SEEM TO
HATE WHITE
PEOPLE FOR ALL
THE WRONG

REASONS."

- Sydney Wharton
Sophomore , pre-pharmacy major

“l don't think that everything should
be handed to people,” Sydney says.
“l volunteer at the Rescue Mission all
the time, so I'm not like ‘damn to all
the people in the slums.’” But | dont
think it’s fair to the people who work
hard.”

Sydney pays for her own tuition and
believes that her drive can be uni-
versal to others. “You get what you
earn,” Sydney says. “There’s cases
of mental illnesses where they do de-
serve some kind of federal aid, but |
think more programs giving back to
school would be more awesome.”

While Sydney sided with the conser-
vative values on that issue, Yussef,
as a white voter, sympathizes with the
Latino community when it comes to
certain issues such as immigration. “I
took immigration in law class, and I'm
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not one of those people who think the
entire immigration law needs to be
changed, but it hasn’t been revised
since the 1990s,” Yussef says. “There
does need to be some change, but
not dramatically, just to make it more
simple for people who want to come
over legally and people who want to
contribute to America.”

When asked about Republican
nominee Donald Trump’s stand on
immigration, Yussef seemed embar-
rassed and said he did not agree with
Trump's ideologies. “I think a lot of
the politicians who haven't been to
El Paso don't realize what is going
on and it ruins how the Republican
Party should approach immigration,”
Yussef says. “It isn’t an invasion, but
at the same time there are a lot of il-
legals who aren’t taking our jobs, but
they’re running up costs, like hospi-
tals and that’s not fair to us as future
taxpayers.”

In the United States Federal Court
system, according to the El Paso
Federal Court house’s records, near-
ly a third of its cases are regarding
immigration. Luna believes that it is
not simply a problem in El Paso, but
rather on a national scale. “When
people think about immigration, they
simply think of Mexico,” Yussef says.
“There are other people from other
countries who want to get in too. It's
not fair that someone who crosses
the border with amnesty gets over,
when there might be a doctor from
Europe who wants to come over with
his family and contribute a lot more
than the worker out in the field.”

We’'ll have to wait until November to
know for sure how the vote in El Paso
will help decide whom the next presi-
dent of the United States will be. One
thing is for certain: whether Hispanic
or white, many factors can influence
how or if people’s votes will make an
impact. The necessity for Villalobos’
program to increase voter participa-
tion illustrates how few people from
this area are voting. Race and ethnic-
ity are only a small factor in influenc-
ing how people will vote ¢



EN BREVE

C riado en un hogar conser-
vativo, la politica fue inculcada en
Yussef Luna, un estudiante de cien-
cias politicas, quien se enfoca en
defender los valores conservadores
su vida diaria. Los padres de Sydney
Wharton, estudiante de farmacia,
nunca forzaron sus propias ideas en
ella. Fue por su propia cuenta que
descubrio y se identifico con el lado
conservativo de la politica.

Dos individuos con diferentes
caminos, Yussef y Sydney son
Republicanos de la raza anglosa-
jona, que lidian dia con dia el vivir
en una ciudad en la cual son la
minoria. “No se debe llamar racismo
inverso — es solo racismo”, dice
Sydney. “El racismo inverso es muy
real aqui. La gente parece odiar a
la gente blanca por razones incor-
rectas. Siendo blanca en una ciudad
con una populacion en su mayoria
mexicana somos discriminados igual
que cualquier otro”.

Segun la Oficina del Censo de los
Estados Unidos, 82 por ciento de la
comunidad en El Paso es latina. La

comunidad latina se identifica may-
ormente con el Partido Democrata

y sus ideales. Sin embargo, al
pensar en su voto en las elecciones
presidenciales de este ano, Yussefy
Sydney no tenian duda al apoyar al
candidato Republicano. “Me identifi-
caba con Rubio méas que nada”, dice
Yussef. “Era el anico Republicano
con experiencia politica en el tema
de inmigracion”.

La decision de quien apoyar en una
eleccion conlleva varios aspectos
como las raices de la personay la
region en la que viven. El tema de
inmigracion puede ser mas sensible
para el votante hispano, mientras
que el votante angloamericano no se
siente afectado de la misma manera.
Del mismo modo, el vivir cerca de
una frontera puede formar una opin-
ion diferente a la persona que vive
en la costa este.

“Creo que muchos politicos que no
han visitado El Paso no entienden lo
que esta pasando y afecta la forma
en la cual el Partido Republicano
trata con el tema de inmigracion”,
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dice Yussef. “Se necesita haber un
cambio, pero no dramatico. Algo que
simplifique el proceso para los que
quieren venir legalmente y contribuir
en el pais™.

El tema de asistencia social tam-
bién es polarizador en la frontera.
Sydney, que crecid en un hogar
angloamericano y paga su propia es-
cuela, cree que todos deberian tra-
bajar por lo que reciben, con minima
intervencion del gobierno. “No creo
que todo deberia ser regalado”,
dice Sydney. “Soy voluntaria en
una mision de rescate y no pienso,
‘olvidense de la gente pobre’, pero
no creo que sea justo para la gente
que trabaja duro”.

Tendremos que esperar hasta
noviembre para saber como el voto
local ayudara a determinar quien
gane la presidencia. La necesidad
de un programa por el profesor de
ciencias politicas de Jose Villalobos
para aumentar la participacion de
votares es una sefial de como pocas
personas que votan en esta area ¢




POR LUIS GONZALEZ

Son mas de 323 millones de per-
sonas las que viven en los Estados
Unidos. Segun la Oficina del Censo,
el 17.4 por ciento, que viene siendo
mas de 55 millones, son hispanos.
A pesar de que el ritmo con el cual
la populacion hispana crece ha
disminuido en los Gltimos afos, el
namero de latinos sigue creciendo.

Este crecimiento se va reflejando
mas y mas en todos aspectos in-
cluyendo la politica. Cada vez hay
mas influencia latina cuando se trata
de elegir puestos importantes. Las
primarias presidenciales pusieron
por primera vez a dos candidatos
con raices hispanas en posicion de
realmente aspirar a ocupar la Casa
Blanca. Ted Cruz y Marco Rubio,
aunque ya ambos candidatos se
han dado de baja a la candidatura

presidencial del Partido Republi-
cano, formaron parte importante de
la carrera que finalmente resulto en
la nominacion de Donald Trump.

A pesar de la creciente importancia
del voto latino y la aparicion de dos
candidatos con raices hispanas, las
elecciones primarias fueron
caracterizadas por ataques o
ignorancia hacia la comunidad latina

“Son tiempos emocionantes para la
politica americana cuando puedes
ver apellidos latinos encabezando
una lista de candidatos para una
posicion tan prestigiosa”, dice Amy
Hinojosa, la presidenta y CEO de
MANA, una organizacion latina
nacional en Washington, D.C. “Lo
que seria mas emocionante es que
esos mismos candidatos tuvieran un
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interés establecido en las comuni-
dades de las cuales ellos vienen”.

Con tal que siga creciendo el
namero de hispanos en Estados
Unidos, al grado que se proyecta
la mayor minoria del pais, también
la influencia de esta comunidad
seguira incrementando.

La manera en la cual esta
influencia se manifesta durante
estas elecciones presidenciales esta
por verse. La reaccion que tendra
la comunidad hacia los ataques de
Trump o la indiferencia del resto de
los candidatos y el rol que tendra en
la reestructuracion de los partidos
politicos a futuro son todos aspectos
importantes a contemplar mientras
la nacion mas poderosa del mundo
elige un nuevo lider.



CANDIDATOS HISPANOS
NO TAN HISPANOS

Al principio, el tener dos candidatos
a la presidencia de origen hispano
pareceria ser algo positivo. Sin
embargo, ambos Cruz y Rubio batal-
laron en conectar con la
comunidad hispana durante el
tiempo que buscaron la nominacion
del Partido Republicano.

“Un par de cuestiones surgen que
son interesantes. Algunos piensan
que son serias y a otros les parecera
absurdo. Una de ellas es si estos
dos tipos son realmente Latinos”,
dice Angelo Falcon, presidente del
Instituto Nacional de Politica Latina.
“Hay dudas sobre si son auténticos,
si tienen raices reales en la comu-
nidad y si sus politicas reflejan el
interés de la comunidad latina”.

Rafael Edward Cruz, mejor
conocido como Ted, nacié un 22
de diciembre en Calgary, Alberta,
Canada. Su padre, Rafael Cruz,
nacio y crecio en Cuba de donde
inmigro para estudiar en la Univer-
sidad de Texas en Austin. Obtuvo
asilo politico al terminar su carrera y

emigro a Canada de donde se hizo
ciudadano en 1973.

Rubio, nacido en Miami en el afo
1971, es hijo de dos inmigrantes
cubanos y su abuelo estuvo ilegal-
mente en el pais hasta que le fue
perdonada su orden de deportacion
en 1966.

Cruz, quien habla poco a nada de
espafiol, tiene un record casi inexis-
tente cuando se trata de inmigracion,
pero ha dicho en varias ocasiones
que el deportaria a todo inmigrante
que esta en el pais ilegalmente.

Rubio, que tiene un espanol
perfecto, tiene mas experiencia
trabajando con cuestiones de
inmigracion, pero sus ideas se
han enfocado mas en una reforma
migratoria que buscaria fortalecer la
frontera antes que nada.

El Pew Hispanic Research Center
encontr6 que el 84 por ciento de
Latinos registrados para votar
opinan que encontrar una forma de
legalizar a los inmigrantes indocu-
mentados ya presentes en este pais
es lo mas importante al implementar
una nueva reforma migratoria.

Rubio ha mostrado apoyo al
estado de Arizona y su derecho de
pasar la ley, conocida como SB 170,
la cual crea la posible discriminacion
de hispanos, esta en contra del
DREAM Act, al igual que de proveer
amnistia total. Todas estas son
posiciones anti-inmigrante.

El echo de tener raices cubanas
puede ser una de las explicaciones
por las cuales estos dos candidatos
no se identifican con la comunidad
latina que en su mayoria es
mexicana. “Rubio por lo menos
viene de una comunidad Cubana”,
Falcon dice. “Pero el otro tema que
complica las cosas dentro de la co-
munidad latina es que la experiencia
Cubana es tnica entre los latinos”.

Los cubanos son los Gncos,

aparte de los puertorriquefios
quienes son ciudadanos automatica-
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mente, que una vez que pisan suelo
americano son aceptados inmedi-
atamente. Esto difiere totalmente de
la situacion que vive cualquier otro
hispano que cruza la frontera.

Sin embargo, el pensar que
exista una rivalidad por estas
circunstancias diferentes entre
hispanos en Estados Unidos es
absurdo, como lo es para Clarissa
Martinez, vicepresidente adjunta
del Consejo Nacional de La Raza.
Segun Martinez, el pensar que el
hispano no apoya a Cruz o Rubio
simplemente porque son cubanos es
minimizar al votante.

“La razon por la cual no existe
un gran apoyo es por la discrep-
ancia que existe en las posiciones

1 k%
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INTERESANTES ESTE
ANO ES QUE REAL-
MENTE HA CREADO
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PARA DECIDIR DONDE
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tomadas por estos candidatos y las
posiciones que toman la mayoria de
los votantes latinos”, Martinez dice.

NEGATIVIDAD EN CONTRA

La presencia que tuvieron Rubio
y Cruz en el proceso electoral no
fue lo unico que ha marcado a los
hispanos. La retorica que ha sido
usada para referirse a los hispanos
durante el proceso de las primarias
ha sido poco halagador. “Hablando
en términos mas generales sobre
las elecciones, han sido unas elec-
ciones muy problematicas para
los latinos por la retorica que se
ha usado,” dice Jessica Gonzalez,
vicepresidente ejecutiva y consejera
general de la coalicion nacional de
medios hispanos. “Hemos recibido
muchas llamadas de personas que
estan viviendo discriminacion en el
trabajo por el ambiente hostil, un
ambiente toxico, que esta siendo
creado”.

Encabezado por Donald Trump,
las palabras relacionadas con los
mexicanos durante la campana han
incluido criminales, violadores y mu-
ros por mencionar solo algunos.
Como menciona Gonzalez, ya hay
consecuencias por este tipo de trato

hacia los hispanos. Sin embargo,
Falcon espera que la mayor conse-
cuencia se manifieste a la hora de
votar.

A pesar del negativismo que
ha rodeado al latino gracias a las
palabras de ciertos candidatos
republicanos, Falcon cree que algo
muy positivo puede ocurrir. “De vez
en cuando algo ocurre que lleva a
la gente a lograr algo extraordinario,
que los lleva a sobreponerse a ese
tipo de obstaculos que normalmente
los mantienen limitados. Eso podria
causar el fendbmeno de Trump?,
Falcon dice. “Donald Trump puede

haber sido la mejor campana de reg-

istro de votantes que hemos tenido”.

EL FUTURO

Si el presente es emocionante
para la comunidad hispana, el futuro
es aun mas prometedor.

Segun la Oficina del Censo, en
el ano 2050, la populacion hispana
subira a mas de 100 millones y
formara el 29 por ciento de la popu-
lacion total. Esto significa que la
influencia de la comunidad seguira
creciendo.

No solo crecera el nimero de
hispanos, si no el nimero de his-
panos que podra votar. El impacto
del voto latino ya fue evidente en las
pasadas elecciones y la influencia
solo seguira creciendo. “Aprendi-
mos mucho en las elecciones del
20127, platica Gonzalez al recordar
la cobertura de CNN sobre €l voto
latino. “Es la primera vez en mi vida
que recuerdo que pase eso”.

En este momento un poco mas
del tercio de la comunidad hispana
esta conformada por personas
menores de edad y casi un 60 por
ciento esta por debajo de los 33
anos.

Hay personas como Falcon que
piensan que la comunidad Hispana
tiene que empezar a usar esta
influencia inmediatamente. Estas
elecciones estan creando prob-
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lemas dentro de ambos partidos
politicos. La nominacion de Trump
esta ensenando la insatisfaccion

de la gente con la vieja guardia
republicana y la campana de Bernie
Sanders ha hecho lo mismo por el
lado democrata.

“Una de las cosas interesantes
este afo es que realmente ha
creado una situacion en la que
ambos partidos estan teniendo una
exploracion interna para decidir
donde estan parados”, Falcon dice.
“Ambos partidos estan pasando
por un momento existencialista y
€s0 crea una apertura en donde
los latinos pueden crear presion en
ambos partidos”.

El mensaje es claro, la co-
munidad hispana esta y seguira
creciendo en numeros. Con este
crecimiento vendran oportunidades
para mejorar y ser tomados en
cuenta. Tras una campafna electoral



sin precedentes para los latinos el
panorama parece ser nada mas que
positivo, sea cual sea el candidato o
sea cual sea la plataforma. “Ten-
emos que votar. Es interesante, los
politicos toman decisiones muchas

veces basadas en las encuestas

y sabes quienes no son parte de
estas encuestas? Los que no votan”,
Gonzélez dice. “Va mas alla de
poder elegir a alguien que te guste
0 impedir que alguien que no te

guste sea elegido para una posicion
publica, se trata de contar. Asi que
aunque no te guste ningan candidato
hay que votar”.

INBRIE

As the Hispanic population increas-
es in the United States, so does its
voice. More than 55 million
Hispanics make up 17.4 percent of
the U.S.’s total population, making
them the largest minority.

For the first time in history there
were two Hispanics vying to replace
President Barack Obama. Prior to
dropping out of the race, Ted Cruz
and Marco Rubio were both the main
rivals to the eventual Republican
nominee Donald Trump. Despite
having two Latinos in the spotlight,
the question remains whether these
two men could truly relate to their
community.

“It’s an exciting time in American
politics when you can see Latino
surnames at the top of a seriously
regarded ticket,” says Amy Hinojosa,
president and CEO of MANA, a
Latina national organization. “What
would be more exciting would be if
those same candidates had a vested
interest in the community that they
came from.”

Despite having clear Hispanic roots
— Cruz having a Cuban father and
Rubio having both a Cuban mother

and father — Hispanics felt little
connection with either candidate.
“There’s a question about whether
they are authentic,” says Angelo
Falcon, president of the

National Institute for Latino Policy.

Cruz, whose real name is Rafael,
but speaks little to no Spanish,
doesn't really have a track record
with the issue of immigration and
has stated on many occasions that,
if possible, he would deport every

undocumented immigrant in the U.S.

Rubio, who speaks Spanish flu-
ently, has a longer track record with
immigration, but his agenda favors
an immigration reform where the
priority would be to reinforce the
border. The Pew Hispanic Research
Center found that 84 percent of
registered Latino voters support an
immigration reform where the main
priority is finding a way to citizenship
for all undocumented immigrants
already here.

He has spoken out against the
DREAM Act and total amnesty and
is in favor of Arizona’s right to make
a law like SB 170 — all of these
are views completely opposite to
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those of the majority of the Latino
community. “The other issue that
complicates things within the Latino
community is that the Cuban
experience is a unique experience
among Latinos,” says Falcon.

Cubans receive asylum as soon as
they reach American soil.
Mexicans—who make up the majority
of the Hispanic community—on the
contrary are persecuted.

The failure to connect and in many
ways protect the Hispanic com-
munity from the attacks of people
like Trump may have doomed both
Rubio and Cruz. Still, and despite all
the negativity surrounding the Latino
community throughout the primary
elections, Falcon believes there is an
opportunity for it to be positive.

“Once in a while something will
happen that will get people to do
extraordinary things, to go beyond
those kind of obstacles that are
normally there that usually keep you
down and that may be the Trump
phenomena,” Falcon says. “Donald
Trump may have been the best
Latino voter registration campaign
we've had.”
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You've heard of Chicken and Waffles. Well this is even better ... Chicken and Doughnuts!

Your two new neighbors, Bush's Chicken and Krispy Kreme would like to invite you over
for a visit. Flash your student or faculty ID and we will give you 10% off your order.

Simple as that, UTEP.

3435 & 3535 North Mesa St.
(Not the same building. That would be too easy.)

10% off entire food order with valid student or faculty L.D., One offer per student per day, Offer expires Jan 1, 2017, Non-transferable.
UTEP Mesa St. location only for Krispy Kreme and Bush's Chicken.
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