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CORDERO

on Ju ly  3 ,  1975 .  The

of El Paso . I nterv'iewer

Mr. Cgrdero, where were you born, sir?

C: I '  was born i 'n El  Paso.

E: In what year?

C: I 'n 1908.

E: Could you tel l  me something about your parents?

fvly'father came from Jime'nez, Chf huahua. W mother was from a New Mexico

fami'ly, when New Mexico was a Mexican territory, before the Mexican-

Arneri'can hlar.

Thi 's interview is being held in El  Paso, Texas^

s'ubJect of the i:ntervitew is Mr. Gas'par Cordero,

is. Rirhard Estrada.

What year was your mother born in?

Ri'gh.t now I' coul dn' t tel I you . I '  d

s:EJ' about 1885, thereabouts.

l-low about your father? Do you know

have to  look  up  the  records ,  bu t  I 'd

more  or  less?

About the same general t ime,

Did you came from a large or a small family?

0n ry 'mother 's  s ide ,  there  were  numerous  s is te rs .  But  on  my fa ther 's

side, i t  was a smal l  fami ly.  That I  know of,  there were just  four

brothers and sisters.
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llow about J/our hrothers and s'isters? t{ow'many' dtd you have?

I ' jus t  have one.  brother .

E: Is. he s't i ' l l  ali 've?

C: Yes , he i 's .

E: Wh:ere does he reside?

l- le resides in El  Paso.

Could you tel l  us something about your fonmat ive years here in E' l  Paso--

your growtng up, your elementary school ing,  that  type of  th ing?

I 'was born in what we used to cal l  Second Ward. That 's on Fi f th and

Saint  Vrain,  to be exact.  The f i rst  school  that  I  went to was a k inder-

garten which was located near Alamo School .  Then I  went to the elenentary

s'chool of Alamo. Then we moved north, and I switched to Sunset Grammar

School ,  and eventual ly I  ended up in E' l  Paso High School .  I t  was the

on ly  h igh  schoo l  in  E l  Paso a t  tha t  t ime.

About what year did you start  k indergarten?

I 'd  say  abou t  1913 .

That would be r ight  in the middle of  the Mexican Revolut ion.  What was the

ethnic composi ' t ion of  the k indergarten class in your f i rst  school?

We were al l  Mexican Americans.

What about you teachers?
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C: They were al ' l  Anglo Americans' .

E: hlere there anf parti:cular author ity f i.gures; prr'ncipals or teachers that

you recal1 especr 'a l ly  wel l  that  had an inf luence on Jour 
' l i fe?

C:  Yes ,  I ' reca l l  ssme teachers  in  h igh  schoo l  tha t  t  admi red  ba i t i cu la r ly .

One of them was a mathematics teacher; her name was Rebecca Goldstein.

Thbn there was a Mrs.  Frank Sainer.  Then there was an Eng' l ish

teacher by the name of Jeanie McFurson Frank, who knew the Engl ish lan-

guage just  about as wel l  as anybody. She was an authoro too.

E: Did these people inf luence you in some way?

Not part icular ly,  but  I  do remember them as [be:t 'ng]  very capable teachers

who l(new how to teach..

E: Did you ever have any Mexican American teachers at  a l l  in high school?

I  remember  a  na t ive  o f  Spa in ,  Mrs ,A lonzo.  She taught  Span ish .  But  tha t ' s

the only one.

I 's  there any exper ience n or set  of  exper iences, that  st ick out promi-

nent ly r in your mind whi le you were gor 'ng to schoo' l? Was there anything

unusual  that  happened in your school  years?

No,  no t  rea l l y .

r v ervilr; n q una s p"e [ti no 
"*i 

i z

Yes. [There were] no outstanding events.

3,
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E: Di:d you en;'oy. a happl youth.?

C: Yes,  I 'gUes:s ab-3Ut  nor f la l .

E: What was your" father dor'ng whi' le you were going to school?

C: l ' ly fatherW0sworki:ng at the Elite Confecti 'onary. That was an old-time

i'ce cream factory that was quite famous here in town in those days. He

was'  the foreman of  manufactur ing processl 'ng,  wi th candy making and ice

cream rnakt:'ng.

E: Was your mCIther a hous'ew:i'fe duri'ng these years?

C:  Yes .

E: l t l r .  Csrdero,  d i 'd y iu ever exper i 'ence any discrtminat ion whi le you were

goi'nE to school ?

C: I  would have to say' that  a ' l l  of  us exper ience [ t f r is ]  to some ei tent ,  Ves.

Some more than others.  Fortunately,  I  don' t  th ink that  I  was a v ict im

of too much di'scri 'mi'nati on . I don ' t recal 1 any parti cul ar di sagreeabl e

tnc ident .  But  I  cou ld  sense i t  a '11  around.

E:  Cou ld  you be  a  l i t t le  more  spec i f i c  as  to  how i t  man i fes ted  i t se l f?

C: I ' t  wasn' t  something that you could say was anything harsh, but i t  was

there.  You could sense i t  in school  wi th your teachers;  you could see

i t  i 'n the places you worked in certain ways. Ne knew i t  was there.  I ' l l

g ive you an example.  I  was in co' l1ege at  UTEP; i t  was then known as

Texas'Col lege of  Mines. One day a group of  us Mexican American students--
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there  were  about  f i ve  o f  us- -were  wa lk ing  f rom one bu i ld inq  to  the

nexto and the pfofes:ssr was w'i ' th us. We were talking away in Spanish;

t ' l t  wEs: natural ,  ta lk i 'ng the old nat ive language. He told us to cut  i t

oq t ,  to  no t  ta lk  Spqn i ' sh  on  the  campus;  ts  ta lk  Eng l ish .  That ' s  sor t

of hurni.l iati:ng. To rne [that's.] a forrn of preJudice.

E: Dld your fe l low-clas'smates feel  th is way?

C: 0h, yes.  l t le al ' l  fe l t  embarrassed, but there was nothing we could do

aDout i ' t.

E: Do you feel that qost of the professors felt this way?

C: No. As a matter"  of  fact ,  I  th ink we had some very f ine professors at

that  t i 'me. And I  dsn' t  th ink th is man was real ly conscious of  the fact

that he was b,ei'ng drl 'scriminatory.in hi 's remark, because he was a very

fi 'ne professor. l{e had some good teachers. I remember most of them

w'i th affecti 'on.

E' :  What k ind of  Jobs dr ld you hold in youth,  whi le you were going to high

school  ?

I  s ' tar t ing working when I  was eight years old,  af ter  school  and dur ing

vacations.. t worked at the department stores downtown.

What would you do there?

I started sveeping floors and washing the windows for a department store

on Over land Street.  My uncle used to work there as a salesman. Later

I  started to work at  the Popular.  At  that  t ime I  was about 14 years old.
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I '  used to  make $5.00 a Week.  Thts  wqs absut  in  . |923, '24, '25.

E: Di'd you knsuMrn. Schwartz?

0h. yes:.

What do you necall about Adolph sthwaitzt

0f course, he tltas the "0ld Man;" he was the boss. He was rather a hard

bsss. I 'would say that he was a very hard man to work for .  In those

days, i ' f  you had to wsrk extra t ime, there was'no pay for i t .  You just

did the work and that 's i t .  I  guess i t  was a good exper ience, though:

E: l{bs he a fair employ'er?

C: Yes'. I wou'ld s:ay s.o. 0f cours'e, vraEes were very low at that t ime.

I: don't tht'nk that i ' t was fai 'r to make an employee work three or four

hours. extra ti 'me and not pay hlm for it; that was not fair. Aside from

that, they were pretty Eood people.

Did everybody wsrk under those circumstances?

Yes, most everbody.

No matter what ethnic origin they were?

No matter.

By the way, what kind of people would he employ? Did he employ mostly

Mexi cans?

Yes. I 'wou'ld say that a good 60% of the employees of that store were
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Mexi'can A$eri'can.'

E: Wh.qt kind of Jebs wsuld they work at?

C: Cashjer s and saleirnen, most ly.

Your  fa ther  wqs ' in  h i ' smature  years 'dur ing  the  Mex ican Revo lu t ion ,  wh ich

las' ted f rom about lg l0 to 1920. Bid you ever hear him talk about any of

hi ts exper i 'ences'  here on the border,  nelat ing to th is Revolut ion?

The only th i 'ng I :  know' is that  one of  the excursions that the rebels took

i:nto Ju{nez, and they captured JufreZ, W father was an employee of the

governrnent,  natural ly on the opposing side. They captured him and they

were goi'ng to execute ft i 'm. But rqy aunt Francisca and my mother intervened

w'i ' th. Presi'dent Madero, vrhs was. in Ju{rez at that t ime; after the town had

been secured, he came into town.

That must have been in the Spr ing of  19' l l .

I t  was one of  those yeans. I  th ink i t  was the Vr ' l la forces that took

Juirez.

That 's ' veny  in tenes t ing .  Cou ld  you te l l  me what  k ind  o f  job  your  fa ther

had for the federal government?

,tte worked

In  C iudad

Customs Bui ' ld i  ng.at  the

.ludrez I

Tes', a' long with other friends

f leeing from the Revolut ion.

that t ime came to reside in El  Paso,
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t r .

C:

E:

C:

Do you remember the part icular nature of  h is iob?

No,  I  don ' t .

D' id you ever know the Argudl les f rom Ciudad Judrez?

Doctor  Argu6 l  1  es?  Yes.

D id  you ever  know Cami lo?

Yes ,  I  knew Camj lo .

When d id  you meet  h im?

We were  f r ineds  in  about  
' |939 ,  '30 ,  r3 l - -dur jng  those years .  We were

both  members  o f  the  soc ia l  c lub  here  in  E l  Paso;  l4ex ican soc ie ty  repre-

sented  in  th is  c lub .  I t  was  ca l led  the  Cas ino  l t lex icano.  A t  tha t  t ime

i t  was  loca ted  on  0regon St ree t ,  whene Rodgers  and Be ld ing  is  now

loca ted .  Tha t ' s  where  we had  the  c lub .

Were  there  many o f  these c lubs  in  E l  Paso?

That  was the  pr inc ipa l  soc ia l  c lub  o f  the  t {ex jcan commun ' i t y  here  in

E l  Paso .

What  was  the  p r inc ipa l  ob iec t i ve  o f  th i s  c lub?  Was j t  i us t  soc ia l ,

o r  d id  i t  have  c iv i c  du t ies?

was  jus t

contac t ;

keep the fami l  ies that  came f rom M6xjco together  and

waV  a  soc ia l  c l ub .

f,o

/Tt

I t

i n

There  mus t  have  been  many  fam j l j es  tha t  f l ed  the  Revo lu t i on ,  t hen .
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Ver.ywell-known fanrl ' l i 'es, the hest fami.l i 'es here in El Paso belonged

to that c lub.

E: Where di:d the hest-known famili 'es i 'n El Faso reside at that t ime?

C: I would say mos:t 0f thern [resided in] Sunset Heiqhaa.

E:  Do many o f  the  descendants  s t j l  I  l i ve  there?

C:  Yes .  By  a l j  means,  tea .  In  fac f ,  I  cou ld  re fe r  you  to  sorne  o f  thoae peop le .

Do you know l t r .  Acevecio?

E:  No ,  s i r ,  I ' don ' t .

C: Hi's [gnqnd] daughter its the present Sun Queen of 1975.

Could you'name some other names.?

Yes'. Mr. Oscar Cams, who resides on Hawthorne. Some of the old timers

ar',e dead.

D i 'd  you ever  know J .  G.  Herndnde i  o f  the  l lex ican  cent ra l  ra i lways?

0-h ,  veFy  we l l .  Mr .  Herndndez 's  son ,  Fe l ipe ,  i s  a  good  f r iend  o f  m ine .

Could you tell me more about Camilo nig-u'ef Tes? You say you first met

him in 1929?

About [ tnat tr ]mel 0f course, he was older than I 'v{as, so there was.not

much contact between us.

He mus.t  have been at  least  th i r ty years older than you.

E :

C:
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C:  I  don ' t  know'how'much o lder ,  bu t  i t  was  some years ;  enough

di'fference so that he belonged to one group and I'helonged

I 'was"a junipr at  th i t  t ime, and he was a seni 'or .

t0

to

to

make a

another.

E :

C:

E :

ldas, he a friend of your father?

I  donrt  bel ieve s0, no.

0f  course he had been Customs Col lector at  Ciudad Jua'rez dur ing the

porfi 'r i 'ato.

0h, l  thr 'nR you're ta lk ing abou:!  Camilo 's father.  I  knew Camilo ArgtelTes,

Jr.  There were s 'ome more ArgUel les I  knew at that  t ime. 0r.  n ig ih l lea,

here  in  E l  Faso.

E: Was he a relat i 've of  these other people?

C: Yes. l le was a brother to Cami lo 's father,  I  th ink.

E: Di 'd Carni l  o Jr .  I  i  ve i  n El  Faso?

C:  Yes ,  he  d id .

Whereabouts in El  Paso did he 
' l ive?

Somewhere in Suns'et  Heights,  but  I  don' t  recal l  where.  He was a good

fr iend of  th i 's 'man that used to give Spanish c lasses. Maybe you know him--

Chivez.

Yes ,  I ' ve  heard  o f  h im.

Tom6s Chivez. Camilo and

C:

Tomas were in the same age group, maybe seven
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or ei 'Eht yeans, o'lder than I was.

E: Did you ever rneet th.e elder Aiqiettesi

C:  No .

You were goinE to ht':gh. schoo'l in the early twenties, is that f ight?

Yes.. I' was i'n hi'gh s'ch.ool until 1928.C:

E:

E: What did you do when you got out of  h ' iqh school?

C: I 'went to the Schoo' l

E:  Di ' rect ly out of

C :  Yes .  I  en ro l  l ed

of Mi 'nes IUTEP].

school  ?

September of  1928.

htgh

in

C:

E :

E: What was your major,?

Mi'ni 'ng engi'neeri ng.

l , t las that  most of  the people 's maior?

At  tha t  t ime,  yes ,  because tha t ' s  what  i t  was- -a .min ing  schoo l .

I t  d i 'dn ' t  o f fe r  any  o ther  ma jors  a t  a l l?

No,  i ' t  d i 'dn ' t .  I ' remernber  o r i 'g i 'na1 ly  tha t  we had on ly  f i ve  bu i ld ings ,

wl t ich '  you can st i ' l l  d i 's t inguish on the campus, because they're di f ferent

fporn the others.  I 'bel ive that  there were over 300 students when I  was

there.  By the way, my good fr iend Joseph Fr iedkin,  Ambassador Fniedkin,

was a c las 'smate of  mine. He and I  graduated in 1932 in the same mining class.
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Very' i 'nteresti 'ng. How'rnany Mexican Americans were attending the School

of Mines at that t ime?

Out of th.e wltole enrollnent, absut 50.

Would i ' t be safe ts s'ay'that these were the Mexican Americans of the

hi'gh:er s'sciul clas'ses i 'n El Faso, with the Mexican Ameri.can community.

You mi 'Eht say that they were upper rniddleclass.  There were some foreign

students,  too,  f rom Mdxico.

Mexi 'cans would come up here to school?

Yes. I 'n fact ,  i 'n sur graduat ing c lass of  '32,  out  of  8 graduates--now

that was the wh.ole graduat ing c lass of  1g3z with a mining degree--2 of

them were from Mt{xico. Out of the B, f ive of us were Mexican Americans.

Did the $choo'l of l4ines' have any kind of reputation in those years for

mini'ng engi neeri 'ng?

f th ink i t  d i 'd enJoy good reputat ion because there were students here

from several  p laces. There was one from the phi l ippines, several  lwere

froml Mrixtco;  so f ,would say that i t  had a fa i r  reputat ion.

Do you remember what states in the interior these Mexican students were

frsm?

No' nst from what states. But one of them had been a mlTltary studerit fn

Mexico Ci ty.  One was from Sonora. I  don' t  know whene the other one was

f rom.

12

E:

E :

C:

E :
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Di:d you ever knsw.any. of the more prominent Anglo Americans here in El

Fass during these. yeqrg'. For i'ns.tanqe* di'd J/ou e$er know Tom Lea?

C: $'dtdn't Rnow. hiF well, but we went ts h.tlgh schsol together.

E: hlas th is Tom Lea, Jr .?

C: Yes, the art i 's t .  t {e were not in the same class,  but we were in high

s"chosl at about the same time.

Did you ever meet his father?

Ma;mr.  Tom Lea? No, I  d idn' t .

When you got out of  the School  of  Mines in 1932, what did you do, s i r?

0f  course, Sou wsuldn' t  recal l  the Depression; you weren' t  born yet .

That was. the hei 'ght  of  the big Depression. I  had a sheepskin that  said

tha t  I 'was  a  Bache lor  o f  Sc ience in  Min ing  Eng ieneer ing .  My f i rs t  iob

was wi ' th a picR and shovel  wi th the WPA. Ybu've heard about the WPA?

E: Yes, the Works Progress Administrat ion.

C :  Yes .

How about your fe l low 9raduates? What k ind of  work did they do?

About the same. [n fact ,  on ei ther s ide of  me at  that  t ime were doctors,

laqyers,  and engi 'neers wi th years of  exper ience, wie ' ld ing a pick and shovel

What kind of wsrk would you do with the tdPA? Where did you work?

E:

C:

E :

C:

C:

E:
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0n d i f fe ren t  roads ,  l i ke  Scen ic  Dr ive ;  and around the  Schoo l  o f  M ines ,

bu i ld ing  the  road and the  o ld  s tad ium.

E: What k ind of  wages did you get?

C:  Th i r ty  do l la rs  a  month .

E: l^ las i t  adequate?

C: At that  t ime, i t  was very adequate.

E: Did you have a fami ' ly  yet?

C:  No.  I  wasn l t  mamr"ed ye t .

E: How old were you?

C; Twenty-four.

E; How long did you work wi th the WpA?

C; About s ix months,  maybe more. Then a good fr iend of  mine, Alejandro

Lopezo who was a member of  one of  the more prominent fami l ies here,  got

' !ne a iob wr l th the Mexican Boundary Comrn' ission. The l4exican Commissioner

at  that  t ime, Mr.  Armando Santa Cruz, was marr ied to l t ipez's]  aunt;

and through that inf luence, I  got  a job wi th the Mexican Boundary Commission.

I  jumped from laborer--gett ing th i r ty dol lars a month-- to an engineer--

maki .ng a hundred and eiqhty-f ive dol lars a month over night.

f ;  Would youcharacter ize th is as extraordinary?

14

C:

Extraordinary,  yes.  I  was making more ihah the bank president of  El  paso
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[Nat ional  Bank],  whoever i t  was at  that  t ime. This was the height

of the Depresstlon, mind you. Everybody was brokel

E: I-tow did you fee'l about this move? What were your thoughts?

C; 0h.,  I  thought i t  was a miracle!  And to me i t  was very good, because

I started to get exper ience in the l ine of  work I  studied for.  I

worked three years for  the Mexican Boundary Commission. That was a

very,  very happy t ime for me, because the contacts [and] the f r iendship

tlrat I made there were something I remember with a great deal of

af fectr lon.

E: Name some Mexicans that you met.

C: Mr,  Armando Santa Cruz was then the commissioner.  Ingeniero Amor,

I- 'ngeniero Fernfndez MacGregor, Vi cente Rub jo, By the way, Vicente

Rubio st i l l  works for  the Boundary Commission.

Wfrere are the headquarters of the Boundary Commission?

C; They are at  the port ion of  land that was traded when the Chamizal  [was]

4greed upon. As you cross the f ree br idge, over there by PR0NAF, i t 's

over on t tLe road to the lef t ,  and fol lows down the r iver.  The bui ld inqs

Are in that  area. I t  used to be downtown.

E: So you worked there for  two years,  mdking a hundred and eighty dol lars

a month.

C ;  A hundred and e' ight- f  i  ve:  |eS .

15
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E: Were you I  i .vr lng wi th your parents at  th ' is  t ime?

C: Yes, I  was st t l l  l iv i 'ng wr l th my mothen,

E: What was your brother doing at  th is t ime?

c: My brother was working in Mdxico c i ty at  that  t ime. He had

the Mexican Irr igat fon commission. Then he came back and

the Boundary Commission, too,  af ter  I  lef t .

[ ;  At  the same salary?

l6

a  job

he got

wi th

a  job  w i th

C:  I  donr t  know;  more  or  less ,  I  wou ld  sa id .

E: Is your brother older or younger than you?

C; Hers four years younger.

A f te r  you  i in isheo work inq  fo r  the  Boundar .y  comniss ion ,  l vha t  d id .you

In  1935,  there  was a  po ] i t i ca ' l  change in  Mdx ico ,  and we knew tha t  Mr .

Santa  c ruz  was go ing  to  be  nep laced.  I  knew tha t  I  wou ld  poss ib ' l y  be

out  o f  a  iob ;  so  I  go t  a  job  w i th  Amer ican Smel t ing  and Ref in ing  Company

in San Luis Potos. f ,  Mdxico.  I  started to work for  them in September of
. |935.  

That ' s  when I  qo t  mar r ied .

Whane is your wife from?

From El Paso.

What is her fami lyrs background?

do?
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C:  Her  fami ly rs  name is  Ta lbo t .

E :  She ls  an  Ang lo?

C:  Her  fa ther  was an  Amer ican,  o r ig ina l l y  f rom Massachuset ts .  [H is  fami ly ]

settled in Georgetown, Texas. Her father mamied a Mexican woman, so fmy

wi . fe ]  i s  ha l  f  I iex ican  and ha l  f  Anq l  o .

E: Did you meet her here in El  Paso?

C:  Yes .

l 7

E; Did her fami ly

Cl Yes, 6qp father

move down here?

moved from Georgetown, Texas, to El  Paso.

What was the nature of  h is bus' iness?

I th ink he worked for the Ci ty,  but  I  don' t  know what k ind of  a job he had.

E.E' So you t,o Lu is  Po tos f  i n  I  935?

Yes.

Do you recal l  i f  the Guggenheims s t i l l  owned ASARCO?

Ci  Yes ,  they  d id  a t  tha t  t ime.

E.i Di.d you ever neet any of the Guggenheims?

Cg No,  I  d i .dn ' t .

WEre. any of them eVer present on the property?
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C: No. They never wene.

E: Did they work out of New York City?

C:  Yes .

E: Tel l  me something about the pay scales.  Were the Anglo American employees

and the  Mex ican employees  pa id  the  same j t  they  OjO tne  same job?

c: That 's another th ing.  I  went to work for  American smelt ing for  a

hundred and twenty-f ive dol lars a month as a junior eng' ineer.  I  worked

tvtto years for them in San Luis poto5r', and then changed to another company.

But when I  qui t  them after two yeans, I  was gett ing two hundred [dol1ars

a month] .  Their  wage scales were not the same. The American engineers

got a I  i t t le bi ' t  more:

f :  This leads me to what has always been an interest ing point  to meo Mr.

Cordero.  Dur ing the t ime you were growing up in El  Paso, and dur ing the

t ime you were in Mdxico working for an American Company did the Anglos

perceive any di f ference between a Mexican American and a Mexican?

Ci  Yeg.  We- - l i ke  myse l f ,  d  g raduate  o f  an  Amer ican sbhoo l  and hav ing  l i ved

here,  and being an American ci t izen--  were better received than a nat ive

Mexican engineer working for them in Nexico.

t8

E: And yet,  do you think that  you,

against  wht le you were working

Mex ican Amer ican,  were  d isc r im ina ted

there?

asa

down

( ' " TLLere was a l i t t le di f ference between the Anglo American engineer and the

Ivlexi.can American engrineer, as far as preference is concerned.
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E: t ' lhat  about  pay scales?

C:  l {e11,  they got  the best  jobs,  o f  course.

instance, i f  there v{ere an Anglo and a Mexican American working at

same job, would they get the same wages?

C:  In  mony ins tances ,  they  d id  no t .

E: The Mexican American would get a lesser wage?

C:  Yes .

E: Would there be any di f ference i f ,  for  instance, there were an Anglo

Americano a Mexican American, and a Mexican nat ional  working at

more or less the same job? Would there be three di f ferent scales?

C:  Wel l ,  there  wou ld  be  a t  leas t  two.

Did you ever know of any case where there were three scales?

No,  I  rea l l y  don ' t .

l {ow would you character ize your relat ionship wi th ASARC0 in San Luis

Potosi  ?

Very good. We were very wel l  ieceived. [^Ie were given a house in the

staf f  compound, you mr 'ght cal l  i t ,  where the staf f  l ived. fThey] were

the preferable houses. That 's where the super intendent,  mine foreman,

and the  eng ineers  l i ved .  I  can ' t  compla in  about  tha t .  Everywhere  we

Wento they received us qui te wel l .

19

E:  For

the
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E: You said that  a coup' le of  years before you had been working in Ciudad

Juarez,  f iak. i .ng a hundred and er lghty- f r lve dol lars a month.  Down in

San Luis Potosi i  * ,  were making a hundred and twenty-f ive dol lars a

tRonth  w i th . {SARCO at  the  beg inn ing .  How d id  you f ind  l i v ing  in  San Lu is

Potosi  in regard to the cost of  1 iv ing?

0h, much cheaper!  Everything was much cheaper than there.  Now, you

nust real ize that  we also had a rent- f ree house, and people to do your

yard  work  and th ings  l i ke  tha t .  [We had]  f ree  fue l ,  f ree  fac i t i t ie i .

So  tha t  counted .  But  the  cos t  o f  l i v inq  in  San Lu is  Potos fa t  tha t  t ime

Uas very, very low. Food was very, very cheap.

Wpuld you say that wi th the fa inge benef i ts, that  the wage that you received

up here on the border and the one you had down there were almost on a

Pqri.tY?

wou ld  say  tha t  they  were  a t  leas t  equa1,  i f  no t  a  t i t t te  be f te r .

E: What was the company you moved to after ASARC0?

C: Tfre Potosi 'Mining CornPany:

It{ho nan that company?

It  was an American

the

Company headquarteredin  Sea t t le ,  Wash ing ton ,  ca l led

Min ing  Cor rpany .

C I

C:

hlhy did you make the

I  d i .dn ' t  th tnk  I  was

move?

gett ing aheadC: fast  enough. A very good fr iend of
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mine who had graduated with fie--ohe of ry classmates--was then working
/

for^ Potosi Company in Chihuahua. That was my part of it. So we

dectded to move north.  Also i t  was close to the border,  and you get used

to wherever youtve l ived for so many years.

E :  You meah the  f ro to i f  i ' l i n jng  Company waS baSed in  Ch ihuahua?

C:  The mine was about  l5  mi les  ou ts ide  o f  Ch ihuahua [C i ty ] .  I t  was  ca l led

santa  Eu la l ia .  [ I t  was ]  a ,very  famous o ld  min ing  camp.  I t  was  rea l l y

discoveied by the Spaniards.

E: Wtrat  was the main ore?

Cr Lead and 7inc.

E; What was your part icular job?

I  was  an  eng ineer .

You must have not iced the condi t r 'ons of  the Mex' ican miners that  wofked

tfLere.  Do you recal l  how much they were being paid back in those days?

I '  can ' t  reca l l .  By  today l  s tandardsn i t ' s  a  very  
' low 

wage.  I t  was

hard work for  the m'r 'ner-- though the one that 's digging out the ore and doing

the labor.  That 's very hand work.

htoul d they cormute frorn Ciudad Chithuahua r or was there a camp where they
' l ived?

21

E:

No,  there  wqs"a ' l i t t ' l e  v i ' l 1age nearby ' -Santa  Eu la l ia ;  and the  mine  was jus t
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outs ' ide  o f  Sqnta  Eu la l ia  abouta  n i t  e .

E: W.hat year"s: were yqu working there?

C: I 'wotlted thtre frorn '|937 
to 1946, when the war ended.

E: You worked there qui'te a while.

C: Absut n'i 'ne years.

E :  Le t ' s  Eo  back .  to  ahou t  19?8 , '29 , '30 ,  the reabou ts .  Do  you  reca l l  ever

hear i:ng anyth.i:nS about the Cristero Rebell ion in Mdxico?

Yes. I had no di'rect experi 'ence with them; we just used to read about

th.em. l lowever, my brother got ssmewhat i 'nvolved down there in the state

of Jal i 'sco.  l {E was working for the l r r igat ion Commission, and he had to go

do s'ome ft 'eld worR--I thi 'nk he was doi'ng sofie s^urveyi:ng. Jalisco was the

h.stbed of the Chster.os". They were anti-government, definitely. He [my

Drother] wdnt thrsugh some very tick'l ish times down there with them. In

fact, th.ey had to cal' l  out the Army somettmes to protect these surveying

crews, because they were always in danger oT getting shot.

E: Did your brother ever ta lk to you about the conf l ic ts that  arose between

the pegple and the government over there?

C: Yes'. l le us'ed ts tel ' l  me about what he went through down there. He would

he more acq'uai'nted w'i"th that than I 'wsuld, cause he had some experiences

down th:ere w.i'th the Fisteros.

22

C: Your bi"other sti: l l  l i 'ves i 'n El Paso?
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C: Yes.. l:te I ilves

wh,en I. I ef t.

F: So, you were. at

at 3000 por.ten. He qlss worRed for the Boundary Commission

Sqnta EUlal iq '  t i ' ] l  about 19-46. What did you do then, s i r?

C: I 'qui ' t  mi 'n ing al l  together,  came back to El  Faso, and started in the

h.ome bui{ding business.

l{hy dtd you quit mi'ning?

I 'd idn' ' t  bel ieve that vve were being pai 'd enough money for our services

at that t ime. Nott, th.ings did change considerably when the Mexican

government sot't of nati 'onalized the mini'nE tndustry and required that

all management pefsorne'l i 'n the companies would henceforth be Mexican;

th.en the sttuation changed considerab'ly. So some of these fel ' lows that

I knew th.at were contemporary with me are now directors of big mining

operat i 'ons' i 'n Mdxico.  They're making anyurhere f rom $50,000 to $80,000 a

year.

Do you regret h.avi'ng Eotten out?

l l le l l ,  h indsight,  of  course, is better than foresight.  Nobody eVer foresaw

that  th js  i i tua t ion  r ,vou ld  a r iSe.  I f  i t  hadn ' t  a i - iSen,  they  wot ld  s t i l l  be

wofkfh$ down there for f i iajrbe-UT;Su0 ilrnonth or something l ike that.

You ment i 'oned natt 'onal izat ion or exproppr 'Sion. You were in Santa Eulal ia

in '|938, 
i 's that ri 'ght?

23

Men the petroleum exprom+tion came

cqne about when I' wasr sti"l'l working

The petro'leum expropri.ation

the Boundary Cornmi ssi on.

about? No.

in Ju#ez in
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E: Thatrs r ight .  What were the sent iments [ t t rat ]  were being expressed here

on th.e border when that took place?

0f course, American sent iments were def inr i te ly ant i -Cardenas, part icular ly

the or" l  companies.  And you can see why. They resented [ that . ]

Did you ever hear oi l  men here in El  paso talk about that?

No, because I  was not acquainted with any oi l  men; but what you read

about in the papers was def i ln i te ly ant i -Mexican government.

what were the sent iments of  the Juarenses when this came about?

0f course, the sent iments in M6xico were al l  for  C{rdenas.

Was this part icular ' ly  t rue in Juaiez?

I  be l jeve  sor  !es .

What did your i rn i ied' iat fsupeniors at  the Boundary Comr,r issjon haVe to say

about  i t?

24

C:

E:

C:

E:

C:

E:

F .

F .

C:

They thought i t  was a good move. In

people were for i t .  I  remember that

co l lec t ions  o f  money and go ld  r ings

pa;r  for  the reparat ions,  to hel  p pay

Would  th is  go  on  in  Ju i rez?

I  saw tha t  in  Ju i rez .

fact  as a genera' l  ru le al l  the

spontaneously they would turn in

and jewel ry to the government to he1 p

the propert ies.

They would actual ly qive some of their  personal  jewelry?
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C: Yes.

This is very interest ing.

and pat r io t ism.

t )bviously th ' is s t i r red  up  a  1o t  o f  na t i ona l i sm

C:  Tha t ' s  co r rec t .

E; So you say that they were

C:  Yes .

very happy about i t?

E:  Cardenas musthave been very popular.

I  th ink [ the]  best th ing cJrdenas ever did for  Mdxico was to say,  , ,This

is our resource. ln le can' t  have i t  squandered any more and taken somewhere

e l  se .  "

Mr .  Cordero ,  v^ /h i le  you were  work ing  in  the  min ing  cor ,n run i t ies  in  Mdx ico ,

d id  you ever  see any  ev idence o f  soc ia l  i s t  ac t i v i t y  o r  labor  o rgan i  z ing?

yes .  0 f  course ,  labor  o rgan iz ing  had been go ing  on  even be fore  tha t ,  and

there was qui te a ferment in the labor movement in Mdxico,  just  the

same as i t  was in the Uni ted States.  Some prominent f igures at  that  t ime--

Lombargo Tolerano and peop' le l ike that  who were involved in the labor

movement - -were  c r i t i c ized  o f  be ing  communis t  o r ien ted .  Ac tua l1y ,  I  don, t

th ink they werei  they were just  labor or iented.

D id  any  o f  these peop le  ever  v is i t  the  min ing  areas

The labor  leaders  cons tan t ly  v is i ted  the  d i f fe ren t

to  ta lk  to  labor  and ge t  them organ ized.

25

F .

i n  Mdx ico?

sect ions of  the country
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F .

E:

Did you ever see any propaganda or hear

emanating from the Social ist  Movement in

of any propaganda in Melxico

the United States?

C:  No ,  I  d idn ' t  '

So you came back to El Paso

How did you get started?

C:  Ac tua l l y ,  a  fn iend

[and I] were hoth

in  
. |946 

to  work  in  the  home bu i ld ing  indus t ry .

mine  tha t  had gone to  schoo l  w i th  me- -Emi l io  Pe inado- -

of  a job for  the same reason.

o f

ou t

E: Which. was?

c :  we had qu i t  the  min ing  bus iness .  so  we met  here ,  be ing  ou t  o f  job .  we

started to th ink about what we were going to do, l r le thought about

leas ing  the  o ld  Dud ley  Quamy f rom Mrs .  Dud ley ;  we thought  about  mak ing

some concre te  b locks ,  fo r  bu i ld ing  purposes i  and we f ina l l y  dec ided on

the  idea  o f  bu i ld ing  houses .  We d idn ' t  have  much  cap i ta l - -we  d idn ' t  have

any.

Was i t  a partnership that  you had?

Yes .

So you dec ided to  go  in to  the  homebu i ld ing  bus iness  w i th  Mr .  pe inado?

Yes,  and h is  b ro thers .  They  opera ted  a  f i l l i ng  s ta t ion  a t  tha t  t ime,

ca l led  the  A  and  A  F i l l i ng  S ta t ion .  So  we pu t  up  $3 ,000  a  p iece- -$ ]2 ,000

capi ta ' l - tand organized the l {ome Construct ion Company.

A very basic sounding name!
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C: veq very basic!  [Laughter]  Nothing or ig ina' l  dbout the namel So we

started bui ld ing two houses on Fort  Boulevard.  Before they were f in ished,

I  decided l rd better go in business for myse' l f ,  so I  broke up the

partnership wi.tn them. I went on my ownjthey continued .with the company.

0f  course, they made very good at  i t .

Were there many other Mexican American businessmen in th is k ind of  ehter-

p r ise  a t  tha t  t ime?

In  home bu i ld ing? No.  In  fac t ,  a f te r  I  le f t ,  they  bought  some acreage

to  deve lop  i t - -a  hous ing  deve lopment  ca l led  A l tami ra .  You s t i l l  see  the

l i t t le  o ld  houses  up  there  on  Trowbr idge and Montana- -o ld ,  o ld  p las te red

houses ,  Span ish  s ty1e.  I  be l ieve ,  tha t  was  the  f i rs t  hous ing  pro jec t  a t

tha t  t ime- -modern  hous ing  in  E1 paso.

Would you character ize the f i rm that you and Mr.  Peinado were involved

in as the f i rst  l t4exican American housing construct ion company in El  paso?

l lJe11,  i f  no t  the  f i rs t ,  i t  was  sure  one o f  the  f i rs t .  [Th is  was]  r igh t

af ter  the l^ Iar-- ]946--and housing was in great demand. Nobody had ever

gone  in to  hous ing  on  a  rea l l y  la rge  sca le  l i ke  a  b ig  sub-d iv i s ion - - l i ke

buy ing  a  hundred acres  and sub-d iv id ing  i t  in to  lo ts .  I  be l ieve  tha t

A l tami ra  sub-d iv is ion  was the  f i s r t  one in  E l  paso.

D id  you take  par t  in  th is?

No. I  was a1 ready out of  the company.

F .

l , ' lhen you lef t  th is partnership,  what did you go to do?
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C: Fon a tine I went back i 'nto mi'nipg for m:rs,e]f. A friend of mine got a

h"old of a l i.ttJe. {nanganese prospect in Ch.i.huahua, ahd at that t ime the

Americqn Sovqrnment wqs buyi.ng mangqnese. Sa we thought there might be

s€me fioney'in tltat, b.ut there wasn''t. So I got back into the home building

hus'i'ness agai:n.

E: M.en you were i 'n Cht'h.uahua in about 195CI, did you ever meet any of the

s:tate: auth.ori ' t i 'es down there--perhaps' the Governor or anything l ike that?

C: No. The only go\rernor that I '  knew was Borunda; but he was Governor after

1950. I had known h.in in Jua'rez when he was Mayor of JuJrez.

S'o you came back to El  Faso in 
. |950? 

Let 's go of f  th is subject  for  a

1i'tt le bi 't. Nhat wene the Mexican American and Anglo American relations

l ike i :n the years 1945-1950? How.would you character ize i t?

C: Flere in El Pass, the,y were good.

E: To what do you attri 'bute thfs?

C: Perhgps to the very. large Mexican American populat ion.  I  don' t  know

whether that  would have anything to do with or not,  but  we did have good

re la t ions 'h i 'ps .  [ tna t ' s  in ]  my case,  now.  Perhaps  I ' ve  been par t i cu la r ly

fortunate in al l  th i 's ,  but  I 'never exper ienced a-gr"eat amount of  d- jscai tTt i -

nat i 'on.  I  could s 'ee i ' t ,  yes' ;  I 'could sense t t  when I  was young and I  saw

it  f i ' rs ' t  h?nd. But I 'wasn' t  real ly too much af fected by i t .

E: Wsuld you s.ay. thi's was' true bilmosf oT vo* frientsl

C: Yes, f iss.t of rly friends.

ZB
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Di'd you ever travel to $outh., El Faso i'n

faniil i'ar wi'tt\ it?

those days? Di.d you ever become

I was, brcrn in South. E] Faso. That was the Second Ward.

E: What streets were tltese?

C: South of San Antoni'o was' the Second Ward.

E: Tel ' l  us somethinE about growing up in Ssuth El  Faso. Were there gangs?

C:  Not  l i ke  you wou ld  charac ter ize  them today ,  no .  [ l t  was ]  jus t  l i ke  k ids

gett i 'ng togeth.er,  and one guy going up against  another,  but  real ' ly  nothing

vict'ous'. Mayb'e rock thrswi'ng and things l ike that--nobody ever got hit.

E:  Do Jou reea' l l  axJ i l legal  act iv i f ie iz

Cl No, I 4on't j 'ecsll-, when I was a young bgy qr

vanda l ism,  too  much c r ime,  o r  d rug  add ic t ion .

E: You don' t  th ink drugs were on the street? I ' t

young man,  any  b ig  ac t

wasn ' t  p reva len t?

C: 0h, no! Every 'k i 'd l (nerr  that  drugs v{ere something to be avoided. I t  was

a tahoo thi 'ng,  abso' lutely.  Nobody dared to even smoke mari juana cigaret tes

rnuch. less use the hard drugs!

E: t,t las thi 's true throughout the ti 'me you lived in El Paso up unti l about 
.|950?

Yes, up unt i l  the great bfor ld War.  Dur ing the last  twenty years is wheni t

rea11y 'came up.  ! {e  d i 'dn ' t  have tha t  a t  a l l .

Do you thi 'nk most of  the fami ' l ies that  l ived in South El  Paso at  that  t ime

were fai ' r ly  stable fami l  ies?

29

E:

o f



CORDERO

C: Yes:, th-ey'were.. [Th.ey.were.] fefi i jy sri 'ented, par.ticularly the Mexican

ffie.rnipans;. TheJl''.Ve. qlwayg been th.at wa;1. A great anCIunt of stability.

FAfiiliersr s"tqclt togethier. end helped each oth.er. Ki'ds had great respect

forn thieiv pqrentg and thEi'r elders..

E:  Tel l  ne ahout Oiudad Ju{rez dur ing the ear ' ly  30's or late 20's.  What

do you recal l  msst ahsut condi t ions'  in Ci 'udad Judrez?

C: Juf,rez at that t i rne was.a very l iveTy place. I t  was a nuch bettef Citv

than  i t  i s  today .  In  Judrez ,  too ,  the re  was  de f in i te l y  an  uoper  r ; r i dd le

clas's 'at  that  t ime. t  remember the very famous places in Juirez-- l ike

the Central Cafd, the 01d Tivolr'. All the famous cabarets and cafds

at that  t ime were sn the l6th of  September,  l r 'ke the Big Kid,  The Mint ,

Central  Cafd,  The Ar izona, and al l  those places. There was a sort  of

an a ' tmos'phere about Juirez then; i t  had a lot  of  f lavor ' l ike being a sort

of cosmopo'l i ' tan pl ace.

E: I ' tere iheie a I  ot  of  v j  s i  tors i  n th:  c i  ly  at  that  t i rne?

C : 0h, yes I Lots, of touri 's ts .

Was there more vice than there is now? Th ings  l i ke  p ros t i tu t ion?

there is today.I  don' t  thtnk there was as much as

30

Sp mes:t  of  the entertainrnent rns alongThe I  jne5 oT the

p'laces, th.at ki:nd of thing?

Righ.t. Gambli:nE casfnos.i the rac6at the o'ld racetrack;

th-e hlaterfi..l I 0ardens I remember those veny wel l . They

cabaFets Eat i  ng

Polo Games at

were qui te an
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E:

event. In fqct" two {tends: of ,milne at th.ag tilte were Doctor Monthoff

qnd Ooeten Gqgdu{.iyr fandJ tlt.ey were rnerlbers of the ffReri'can polo team

that rrse.d to go qvqr the.re and p:tay.agqi:nst the fulexican teams every

$nday. I't wqs quite an event. ftt wasJ gay, and Juf,rez was real'ly

a niue place then.

Hbw'weuld you chanacteri^ze relations between Ciudad Judrez and El Paso at

that tirne?

Very' Eood.

lJour would you compane them wtth relattons today?

They ' re  s ' t i ' l l  ve ry  good,  t  be ' l ieve .  Sonet imes there 's  a  l i t t le  f r i c t ion

but  a l l  in  a l l  I :  th . ink  tha t  we have good re la t ionsh ips .

C :

E :

You were grow'ing up here in El

refterRber anythi'ng about that?

The Escoban Revoluti 'on was in

I used to read i 'n the papers,,

Faso dur ing the Escobar Revol t .  Oo yoJ

1929" ' I nemember something about it, what

but I '  can' t  reca' l l  too much.

Do you ever recal l  i t  mani fest ing i tsel f  in Ciudad Jya/rez? Do you

eVer recal l  any events that  took p ' lace relat ing tO the Fevolut ion in

,lsa'rezt

C: Yes. One part i 'cular event comes to

E: Do you actual' ly remember that?

C: Yes', becaus'e a friend sf mine fland

mind. They had a batt le in Juirez.

f l - -  Co l .  B i l l  Bar t le t t ,  a lso  a  schoo l
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E: Whre,did yoq sneak acros.s.?

C: t{el] , we just walked acros's the ri 'ver at Stanton

E: You Jus't went across. the bridqei

C: Yes. t {e wElhed al ' l  around the 16th of  September

anoUnd from door'=to=^d0or, Watchfng all this; and

3?

mqte of fitine=.=" qere s:ti.'l'l i'n mi'ni'ng school qnd Wg sneqked across the

rivqr. dur"ing the b-attle. l{e could seE th.e shoot{'ng out there in the

s:tree,ts b-etween thE rehel forces and the goyenmenf forces. We actually

saw- soldiers b},ing s:hot and some rebels being s.hot.

Street.

. hle were dodging

there was a qui te a lo t !

E :

C :

You cou ld  have go t ten  k i l led !

Yes:!

Di'd you see anyone kil ' led?

lde saw'some two or thnee rebels laying out there i,n the street.

could hear the s.host inE going on.

l low did the pple of  the c i ty fee' l  about th is rebel l r ion?

I don' t  recal l  what the at t i tude was in JuJrez at  that  t fme. 0f

you know'it was squas-hed pretty qUickly.

Dtd any of the s-h.ots stray across the ri'ver?

And you

course

I t t t ink they di 'd.  Maybe l 've got my revo' lut ions mixed up, but I  recal ]

that  at  sne t i ' rne Ft .  Bl iss cal led out a detachment and set up a canon up
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here on higtt t it"ound="=.1 think i ' t was: on [ '1t. Frankl'tn ar Rim Road---because

cqnon shets: were reacll i:ng tnto El Faso. Nott t don't know if that was the

Escobar. revolution or if that wes befqre.

E: I.t r ls for certai,n thqt in lglg Fanch.o Vil la atLacked Ciudad Ju{rez, and

there were Afrneni'can soldiers that actually crossed the bridge.

C: Fer.haps th:at's th.e one I ' 'm [tfri 'nt<ing about].

33

tr.

F: That' s' very i'nterestr'nE.

Were any' of the ctlvi'li'ans

C:  No .

E: Just  rebe' ls and ssldi 'ens?

C:  YEs.

Letr 's go back to El  Faso in 1950, when

Eo at  business. What did you do then?

C: t  stat ted to bui ld some homes.

E: hlas th is a one-man operat ion?

C:  Yes .

E: l{ho helped you build these homes?

C: I '  h i red sub-contractors to do everything.

p ' lan,  draw i ' t  up,  dhd but ld for  sale.

What else do you remember about that battle?

taking part  i 'n i ' t?

you came backand started another

I 'd  buy  lo ts  and then ge t  a

E: l lhve you been doi'ng this ever since?
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C: Yes. 0f  course, I i 'm se.mi-ret i ' red now.

E:  D id  you ever  knsw any  prorn inent  E l  pasoans in  the  5c 'a?  Fo iJns lance,

did you know Fred HerveY back then?

C: Yes. I: kneu hirn i 'n h.i 'gh school , and I 'alw knew him

h.i 's: ftrst 0asis on Montana where Gi11es[ie's is now.

What dit you th.i'nk of him?

t th.i'nk he rnade a fine maJror. Fred Hervey is a very

as you ltell l lnow. I '  think that both his terms as a

Who were the rnore pnomi'nent Mexi'can Amert'cans in El

1950. 's?

Not

when he started

capab le  bus inessman,

mayor were very good.

Paso in  the  ear ly

E :

C:

C:  I l  can  reca l l  Ern i :e  Fonce.  I ' th ink  he  was an  A lderman.

E: What was hi 's  business?

tle had a spaghetti factory. 0f course, I remember Raymond Tellez.

How long did you know Tdl lez?

C: t  knew him since he was County Clerk.  0f  course, f 've know him ever s ince.

Are you frlends with htm?

close fr iends, hut f  would consider that  he was a f r iend.

What was hi 's  occupat ion back in the ear ly f l ' f t ies?

l fe 'd just  come hack from the Air  Force, and I  bel ieve he served in tqel ico Ci ty

E :

C:
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a l ia ison of f jcer.  f then he cane back to E' l  Pqso af ter  beinf  d ischarged,

ran for County.C' lerk and won.

E: Can you fientipn solne oth-er promi'nent Spanilsh surnames in El Paso at that

tirne?

C: Not sf  hand.

35

a$

he

E:

C:

hfould you think. th.at th.ey were the most prominent at

htell, they were some of the most prominent, yes. I

Si'l va .

Mat wqs hi's. occupati 'sn?

lle was. a husines:sInan. t{e had a very big handware

Street.  Then he had a wholesale house--c lothing,

and several  ar t i :c l  es.

tha t  t ime?

remember Mr. Sim/n

store on South El  Paso

not ionsr  wedr ing  appare l - -

Was there any part icular year i 'n which your home business reached an

optitnum of pnofi ' t?

I would say that my best years were between '65 and

Do you th. ink th i"s is general ly t rue of ' ' the home construct ion industry?

I 'bel leve that [ i . t  was] as a general  ru ' le.  Bui lders as a genera' l  ru le

werne malti.ng more money.

Mr.  Condero, I : 'd l t 'ke to msve into the f ina' l  phase of  the interview now.

Yntl h.ave been readilng, no doubt, about the Br.centennjal that,s comjng up.
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C:

E:

Yes .

l l lhat  are your feel ings wi th regard to your ident i ty wi th the Bicenten-

nial  ? What does the Bicentennial  mean to you as a l t {exican American

l i v ing  in  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  in  1975?

As you know, the Bicentennial  refers to the 200th Anniversary of  the

found ing  o f  the  Amer ican  repub l i c .  As  such ,  j t  rea l l y  i sn ' t  too  c lose

to  the  Mex ican Amer ican inhab i tan ts ,  na tura l l y .  However ,  as  a  ce lebra t ion

o f  the  found ing  o f  a  coun t ry ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  te r r i f i c l  By  a1 l  means ,  we

shou ld  ce lebra te  i t ,  because we l j ve  here  and th is  i s  our  count ry - -

we ' re  c i t i zens .

You have very  pos j t i ve  fee l  ings  about  i t?

C:

E:

C: Yes.  I  j us t  hope  they  don ' t

tha t  shou ld  be  very  ser ious .

t ion  o f  any  so r t .  I t  shou ld

commerc ia l i ze  i t ,  because  i t ' s  someth ing

I t  has  no th ing  to  do  w i th  commerc ia l i za-

be something that comes from the heart .

C:

E:

E:  Do you th ink  the  Mex ican Amer ican communi ty  shou ld  take  ac t ive  par t  in

the  ce lebra t ion?

I  be l ieve  they  shou ld ,  yes .

I , {hen you hear the names Washington, Adams, Jef ferson, and Hamil ton,

how do you ident i f y  w i th  these peop le?  l ^ lha t  do  you th ink  about  those

ind iv ' i dua l  s?

C:  I  iden t i f y  w i th  a l1  gneat  men,  no  mat te r  where  they  came f rom.  In  the

Amer ican Revo lu t ion  aga ins t  Eng land,  I  iden t i f y  myse l f  very  c lose" ly  w i th

such peop l  e  as  Samuel  Adams,  Pat r i ck  Henry ,  and Ben jamjn  Frank l  in .  These
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were the peop'le th.at Aroused the people

oth-er werds,, th-ey'wene th-e radtcals of

{nen. Th"ey. we.l.e educated me.n, too.

E: So f1u adrnj re them?

C:  t  do.

to reb"e'l agai.ns.t England. In

th.eir ti.ne, hut they are great

37

E: When you hear the term "forefathers" applied to themn do you consider

them your forefathers?

C: Nst mi'ne. I cannot see them as rny forefathers because I am not an Anglo

American. Maybe an Anglo American does.n' t  understand what I 'm saying ,

but there's t! ' lo di 'fferent ethni'cs hereinvolved, But I do admire them as

the founders of  a country and shaking of f  the control  of  a tyranical ,

autocrat ic k inE. That 's why I  admire them.

E: Have you ever studi.ed any Mexican History?

C: Very ' l ' i t t le '  unfortunately.  This is what happens to most of  us who

grow up sn the border. l l le never get too much of a chance to study Mexican

Iti's tory .

Have you ever developed any concept ionsabout the f igures of  the Mexican

Revo' lut ion? Say Vi11a, Madero--what are your thoughts on peopie l ike

that?

C: Yes. For exarnple,  I  th ink that  one of  the great patr iots of  Mdxico

l tas Beni ' to ;u#ez and Morelos;  and in later t imes Francisco I .  Madero,

who was 'a  very  we l l  educated  man o f  h igh  idea ' l s .  That ' s  why  he  d idn ' t  l i ve

1ong.  The res t  o f  the  pack  k i l  led  h  jm.  The Jacka l  Huer ta  assass ina te .d -T jm.

E :



CORDERO

Hewas a  grea t  man,  in  m.y  es t jmat ion .

E: Would you sa;r' you identi ' fy.as- rnuch. w,i ' th. th-e Anglo American patriots of

thie knerilcan Revo'luti'on as'you do wt'th. B.eni'to Juirez?

C: Yes, absol utely'.

E: lrlou]d you say you itentify w'ith them to an equat. extent?

C:  Yes .

E: I {hat  k i 'nd of  a relat iunshi 'p do you mai 'ntai 'n wi th Mdxico? Do you manitain

any' polrlt ical affi ' ] i 'ation with Mdxrlco?

C:  Ns .

E:  How wou ld  you charac ter ize  your  cu l tu ra l  a i f i t ia t ion .

C: Def in i tbtry I '  feel  a c1ss'e af f in i ty wi th M6xico.

Nhat  does  ygur  rv i fe  th ink  about  any  cu l tu ia l  con iep t iona she rn iqh t  have rv i th

Mrix ico? Does she thtnk l ike you do?

She's or iented in that  respect.

Is  your  w i fe  b i ' l i ngua l?

Yes'. She's defi 'ni ' tAly' Mexi'can Ameri'can ori 'ented. You see, her father

dt'ed wlten s'he was. very'youngr so her mother brought her up and had a

gr"eat i 'nf ' luence on her. Most of her frtends i.n childhood were Mexican

funeritans.

3B
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E:  That 's  very  in te res t inq .  h lha t  do  you th ink  about  the  ro je  o f  the

Mexican American in El  Paso in the future--wi th in the next ten years?

Do you th ink  there  is  go ing  to  be  any  subs tan t ia l  inc rease in  tha t  ro le

or  do  you th ink  th inqs  w i l l  remain  the  same?

I look for  more improvement and more benef i ts to the Mexican American

populat iono and a qreater role played by the Mexican Americans in the

a f fa i rs  o f  the  c i t y  and  the  coun t ry  as  a  who le .  L i t t l e  by  l i t t l e ,  i t

has to come. There's a great amount of  potent ia l  ta lent  there.  You see

' i t  in  the  schoo ls .  Many o f  the  Va led ic to r ians  and Sa lu ta to r ians  are

Mex ican Amer icans .  The ta len t  i s  there .

So your feel  inqs are postt ive about the future?

Abso l  u te1y .

E:  Mr .  Corderor  lou 've  been very  g rac ious  and very  in fo rmat ive ,  and I  thank

you for the interview.
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