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BY GRECIA SANCHEZ
The Prospector 

De�ning  identity 
at an adolescent age 
can be a challenge, 
especially to those 
who are constantly 
interacting with a 
di�erent culture 
than their own. 

I was born and 
raised in Ciudad Juàrez, Mexico. 
My first language is Spanish and 
my only label in Juàrez was that of a 
Mexican girl. I only had to deal with 
one nationality and one term to de-
fine myself. I didn’t realize that just 
across the border I was defined as 
something more than just Mexican.

My struggle began at the time I was 
applying to UTEP. Among the docu-
ments I had to deliver for my admis-
sion process was a requirement for a 
meningitis vaccine. I remember go-
ing to the pharmacy and having to 
�ll out this form with the question 
“How do you identify yourself?” It 
even had optional answers showing 
Hispanic/Latino, Latinx, Chicano, 
Asian American, African American, 
among others.

�e overall experience of it was 
overwhelming. I had to ask the phar-
macist to de�ne these terms for me 
because I had literally no idea what all 
of these meant. At the end, I just put 
“Mexican” with my own handwriting 
in the “Other” space. 

Many Mexican students can relate 
to my experience since we are con-
stantly labeled as Hispanic or Latino 
students, and though many of us 
think these terms are the same thing, 
in reality, they have di�erences re-
garding cultural, historical, political 
and social contexts. 

According to the Pais Latino web-
site, the term “Hispano” is used for all 
the people who come from countries 
that were once conquered by Hispan-
ia, or España (using modern termi-
nology). �ese countries include all 
the American countries from Mexico 
all the way down to South America, 
with the exception of Brazil, since it 
was conquered by Portugal. 

The US Census Bureau imposed 
the term in 1980 to define the people 
who would be later called Mexican 
Americans. Unlike the term “La-
tino,” which refers to the geography 
of Latin America and its habitants. 
This is used for people belonging to 
countries where the Romance lan-
guages are spoken (Spanish, Portu-
guese and French). 

Both of these terms are politically 
and socially correct to use, as long 
as one has its de�nition and correct 
context in mind. However, Chica-
no  is o�en used to depict Mexican 
Americans. It describes those who 

have Mexican ascendency, and al-
though it is a term that is recently 
accepted nowadays, there are still 
people who think of this term as a 
disrespectful one. 

Alongside the LGBT movement in 
recent years, the term “Latinx” has 
been introduced into our society to 
refer to the gender-neutral alterna-
tive for Latino, Latina and Latin@. 
According to the Hu�ngton Post’s 
Latino Voices article, Why People are 
Using the Term Latinx, it is used as an 
inclusive term for intersecting identi-
ties of Latin American descendants.

Now that I know the di�erences be-
tween these words, I honestly do not 
consider them as part of my identity. 
I know I can be considered Hispana 
because I speak Spanish and I come 
from Mexico, which was conquered 
by España during colonial American 
times. I realize I can be a Latina be-
cause I belong to a Latin American 
country and I speak one of the Ro-
mance languages, and I also acknowl-
edge I can be called Chicana because 
I have Mexican ascendency. But nei-
ther of these terms de�ne me because 
of the simple fact that I was born and 
raised in Mexico.

Above all the di�erences, I am 
Mexican and I believe I shouldn’t be 
pushed to decide whether I am Chi-
cana, but not a Latina, or that I am 
Latinx, but not Hispanic; I am just a 
Mexican girl. I’ve heard that a lot of 
these terms were introduced by the 
U.S. government, which was driven by 
racism and disrespectful jokes toward 
Mexicans. �is is another reason why 
I do not wish to recognize myself as 
one word invented by a large group of 
disrespectful people.  

Although I do not identify my-
self with those terms, I do feel it is 
important for other people to think 
about who they are and which term 
they identify with the most, if they 
do at all. It is an imperative for young 
people to acknowledge themselves for 
who and what they are, according to 
their own personal opinions. 

Grecia Sanchez may be reached at theprospectordaily.

news@utep.edu.

¿Es que acaso soy hispana?

BY SHERICKA LAWRENCE
The Prospector 

Every day people 
struggle with 
how to identify   
themselves when 
it comes to race 
or ethnicity. 

Living in the 
El Paso com-
munity, I have 

heard many people as well as stu-
dents ask the vital question, am I 
Chicano(a), or Latino(a)? Some 
identify as Mexican-American or 
Hispanic. 

�e terms Hispanic was derived 
by the U.S. government in the 1970 
census to refer to “a person of Mexi-
can, Puerto Rican, Cuban, South or 
Central American, or other Spanish 
culture or origin, regardless of race.”

It is said that Hispanic is not a race, 
but just an ethnic distinction.

When you begin to truly love your-
self, self-distinction is something that 
comes automatically because you 
truly know yourself.

When I think of self-identi�cation, 
I think that a person knows who they 
are from their favorite color or what 
makes them angry.

Being within a group is the reason 
why people are particular about how 
they identify themselves. 

Being who you really are in a group 
of common people is a tough task in 
this world to handle because many 
people have their own opinion on 
matters that don’t even concern them.

�e struggle for everyone from day 
to day is to know—who are they?

I am a black woman in a predomi-
nantly brown community; these 
questions interest me as well because 
I honestly didn’t know that there was 
a separation between di�erent groups 
within similar cultures.

Everyone was taught growing up 
that you should be proud of who you 
are, but how can someone be proud 
when they don’t know who they re-
ally are?

Being a woman in today’s world is 
tough due to the fact that many peo-
ple still feel that a man is a better �t to 
run a company or the world. 

But to be black in this world is 
scary because some people still feel 
that black people don’t belong in this 
world, although in the past, we kept 
the world running because we were 
the hired help.

I am a woman, a black woman 
that plans to have children one day, 
but it scares me as a woman and 
future mother to have a child and 

wonder if they will return home, or 
will I get news that they have been 
killed for nonsense. 

When a person knows who they 
are, they began to love others as they 
would want to be loved.

�e world is full of light covered in 
darkness and love overpowered by 
hate, but when everyone sees that we 
are all connected by the same or simi-
lar roots that have made us all exists 
in this world. 

Roots are what make a tree stand 
tall and grow strong, the same way 
with knowing the roots of a person’s 
family’s heritage. 

�ey make the person believe who 
they are, which makes them stand tall 
and strong.

It took me a long time to �nally 
know who I am, to stand tall and 
strong within myself.

Whether you identify as Hispanic, 
Latino(a) or Chicano(a), stand tall 
within yourself, so that others will 
know who you are.

When a person finds out how to 
love and accept himself or herself 
for who they are, then that’s when 
they will find the answer as to who 
they are.

Shericka Lawrence may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.

Finding your own identity 

A C C U R A C Y W A T C H
The Prospector is committed to accuracy. If you think  
we have made an error of fact, e-mail us at  
theprospectordaily.news@utep.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR
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ADRIAN CUELLAR
Freshman art major
“I consider myself  Hispanic. Most of  my 
family is of  Mexican descent and I’m part of  
the first generation to be born here in the 
Unites States.”

ASHLEY ESPARZA
Junior graphic design major
“I identify myself  as Hispanic, because my 
parents are from Hispanic heritage, they 
come from Mexico. Even though I was born 
here; my roots are still from over there. So 
I’m basically still Hispanic, not fully Ameri-
can, but Mexican American.”

ALEXIS AGUIRRE
Sophomore electrical engineering 
major
“I identify as Hispanic and Latino, because 
I get a lot from both cultures. I was born 
here, but I have a lot of  family in Mexico so 
think I get good things from both.”

MONICA VASQUEZ
Sophomore social work major
“I identify myself  as Mexican American. I 
was born in the United States, but I still 
have my full Mexican culture.”

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Do you consider yourself Hispanic?

DANIEL GARCIA
Junior criminal justice major
“I consider myself  more Hispanic, because 
I grew up in Juárez. I came here in 2007 
for high school, so my entire childhood was 
spent in Mexico.”

PALOMA SAENZ
Sophomore commercial music major
“I’m Mexican since I was born in Mexico and 
I actually live there.”

UTEP’s College Republicans stick to candidate

BY MICHAELA ROMÁN
The Prospector

UTEP’s College Republicans—a 
sector of The College Republican 
National Committee (CRNC)—has 
always been a political group, where 
students with the same ideological 
and religious views may also agree 
on their political stances. However, 
with one of the most controversial 
Republican nominees on this year’s 
ballot, disagreements have arisen in 
the organization as meetings begin 
and as Nov. 8 rapidly approaches.

Second-term president of the 
College Republicans, senior politi-
cal science major, Justin Cruz, will 
stand with the Republican Party to 

endorse Trump for president. Cruz 
also grew up in a conservative fam-
ily from Sugarland, Texas.

“I do not agree with Trump 100 
percent,” Cruz said. “There are a 
lot of things that he’s said that are 
definitely offensive and a lot of 
things I don’t agree with, but when 
I outweigh the options, I look at 
one of the biggest factors: the Su-
preme Court.” 

With the current vacancy in the 
Supreme Court, Cruz does not want 
to see a liberal as a judge, and feels 
that would be inevitable if Clinton 
was elected president. 

“There are some students in the 
organization that told me, ‘Justin, 
we’re not going to vote for Trump,’ 

and I’m not here to sway anybody a 
certain way,” Cruz said.

None of the members have told 
Cruz that they would be voting for 
Hillary Clinton or not voting at all, 
just that they will not for Trump.

“I can see some tense meetings 
coming up in the sense that we’re 
going to have a heavy discourse be-
tween those who are for Trump and 
those who are not,” Cruz said.

Cruz also said the organization 
will not take a vote to see if they 
should endorse Trump as a whole. 
Since the organization registers 
students to vote, they have to re-
main non-partisan when it comes 
to persuading students to vote dur-
ing the election.

Mariana Prieto is a senior com-
munications major and vice presi-
dent of the College Republicans. 
She grew up in a conservative fam-
ily, with some members who con-
sider themselves as Democrats, 
but she is strong in her Republican 
views. Prieto was a proud Marco 
Rubio supporter, then turned to 

Ted Cruz, and now chooses Trump 
because she said it is the only way 
she could go.

“It was very hard for me to wrap 
my head around it,” Prieto said. “I 
was the first one to say ‘no! I’m not 
going to vote for Trump, you got 
to be crazy’. But after a conversa-
tion with the chairman of El Paso 
Republican Party, Adolpho Telles, 
kind of helped me see the light.”

�e organization o�en meets with 
Telles, who talked to the group about 
why they should support Trump. 
With approximately 20 members in 

the College Republicans, Prieto es-
timated that about 75 percent of its 
members back Trump.

“We’re all proud of who we are, 
but there is a little bit of uneasi-
ness, I guess you could say, Prieto 
said. “It’s literally become the el-
ephant in the room, we don’t want 
to really talk about it.” 

The Harvard Republican Club, 
the oldest College Republican 
chapter in the nation, released a 
statement on Facebook that for 
the first time in 128 years, they 
will not endorse the Republican 
presidential nominee. The club 
refuses to support a candidate, 
who they say has failed to educate 
himself on issues that matter most 
to Americans.

“I completely understand and I 
completely respect (Harvard’s de-
cision), but I also understand that 
they’re in a more liberal scenario,” 
Prieto said. “We’re true conserva-
tives, we are fiscal conservatives. 
We are the Christians, we are pro-
life, and whoever stands behind 
those values is who we support, 
and in this case it’s Trump.” 

Prieto also said if there were a 
better option on the Democratic 
ballot, she would not hesitate to 
vote non-Republican.

“In this election, the alternative 
is just someone who I can’t align my-
self with. If Michelle Obama were to 
run for president, I would vote for 
her in a heartbeat, even as a Dem-
ocrat, but I’m not going to vote for 
Clinton,” she said.  

�e College Republicans’ next 
meeting will be held 4:30 p.m., Tues-
day, Sept. 13, at the Riverview Room 
on the �rst �oor of Union East.

Michaela Román may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.

MICHAELA ROMÁN / THE PROSPECTOR
UTEP College Republicans president, senior political science major, Justin Cruz and vice-president Mariana Prieto talk in the Student Govern-
ment Association of�ce. 

It’s literally become the 
elephant in the room, 
we don’t want to really 
talk about it.

- Mariana Prieto, 
vice president of the 
College Rupublicans

GABY VELASQUEZ/ THE PROSPECTOR
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OUR VIEW

Ballet Folklórico Paso del Norte celebrates Mexican culture

GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
Members of the Ballet Folklórico Paso del Norte dance academy got together at the Chamizal National Memorial Theater to showcase Mexican folk songs and dances for anyone willing to learn.
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BY STEPHANIE HINOJOSA
The Prospector

As the summer nears the end, Mother 
of Pearl Vinyl, a record store located in 
the Monticello shopping center, is pull-
ing out its banners and stages to pre-
pare for yet another party. Last year, the 
record store hosted its �rst Mother of 
Pearl Block Party, drawing a crowd of 
nearly 10,000 music enthusiasts.

�e second-annual Mother of Pearl 
Block Party will showcase a diverse se-
lection of out-of-town and local artists 
to satisfy any music connoisseur. 

“We wanted our lineup to be as di-
verse as the selection in the store and 
be representative of what we actually 
listen to,” said Jorge Montelongo, store 
manager “�e best thing about the di-
versity in acts is the opportunity to edu-
cate people and expose them to musical 
stylings that maybe they haven’t heard 
before or had a di�erent impression of.” 

�e headliners include New Orleans 
rapper Juvenile and Cleveland indie 
band Cloud Nothings. Local talent 
includes pop-rock band Part-Time, 
Juarez/El Paso group �e Chamanas, 
local DJ Chuy Vuitton, punk-party-
goers Nalgadas and the post-punk en-
semble Sluur.

�e weekend will also include a four-
day �lm festival that will run along-
side the music festival. Partnered with 
Alamo Dra�house and Western Tech-
nical College, Mother of Pearl Vinyl 
will screen classic music documenta-
ries such as “�e Beatles: Eight Days a 
Week,” “�e Decline of Western Civi-
lization” and “A Fat Wreck,” along with 
other local �lms. �e featured local 
�lms are entered in a contest, where the 
winner will be awarded $5,000 for their 
next project. 

“For the �rst time we’re actually see-
ing a really active �lm community in 
El Paso, which is awesome,” said Nico 
Antuna Cooper, director and actor of 
one of the competing �lms, “Mosaic 
Dreams.”. “Events like the Mother of 
Pearl Festival will help promote that 
scene, and it’s a great time to do �lm 
in town.”

Many of the �lmmakers involved in 
the festival are equally as hopeful as 
Cooper. Elida Portillo is entering the 
competition with her �lm “Borderline.”

“I hope that with �lm festivals like 
this one more people in town can be en-
couraged to create and tell their stories,” 
Portillo said. “�e border is de�nitely a 
di�erent place from the rest of the na-
tion, and there are really unique stories 
here that I believe only people from the 
area can capture the true essence of.” 

�e inclusion of the �lm festival has 
given a spotlight to the growing com-
munity of �lmmakers El Paso culti-
vates, and Mother of Pearl Vinyl has 
provided a hub for it to grow.

With the varying spectrum of both 
music and �lms being featured, Edu-
ardo Cepeda, the festival’s organizer, in-
tends to unite the entire city of El Paso. 

“We want people to see all the dif-
ferent genres and all the different 
ideas in one place, and take notice 
that El Paso is like that, and that if 
everyone works together, we can 
have the kind of city millennials 
want to live in,” Cepeda said. “We 
want the community to see that by 
supporting these kind of events they 
are helping to stop the ‘brain drain,’ 
and helping to create the El Paso we 
all deserve.”

The Mother of Pearl Block Party 
will be from 2 p.m. -  midnight, 

Sept. 14-17 at the Union Plaza in 
downtown El Paso. 

�e music documentaries will be 
screened at the Alamo Dra�house 
on Mesa Street and the local �lms 

at �e Garden Bistro, located in the 
Union Plaza. 

Tickets are $10 online, $15 
general admission or $45 VIP. 

To purchase tickets, visit motherof-
pearlvinyl.com. 

Eric Vasquez may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com

Mother of Pearl Vynil hosts second annual block party

PHOTO COURTESY OF MOTHER OF PEARL FACEBOOK PAGE
The second Mother of Pearl Block party will take place Sep. 14 through Sep. 17 at the Union Plaza in downtown El Paso.
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BY ADRIAN BROADDUS
The Prospector

It did not take much for UTEP 
head coach Sean Kugler to forget 
about the 41-7 loss against Texas. 

In fact, Kugler said immediately 
following the loss to the Long-
horns, “there’s not long to dwell 
on this game—about five min-
utes—then our focus immediately 
switches to Army.”

�is statement was not surpris-
ing since Kugler and the squad have 
had the Sept. 17 game against Army 
marked on their calendars for a while 
now. Due to Fort Bliss and Army’s 
deep fan base comprised of soldiers 

and veterans, the Sun Bowl will be 
packed with a sea of divided fans.

However, it is not about the match-
up between fan bases; rather, it will be 
a test of two entirely di�erent o�enses 
going against each other—the triple 
o�ense of Army taking on the bal-
anced attack of the Miners. 

“We’re facing a 2-0 team that’s play-
ing energized football,” Kugler said. 
“Our menatlity isn’t about their team; 
it’s about our team.”

�e Miners (1-1) are coming o� 
a game that Kugler, running back 
Aaron Jones and linebacker Nick 
Usher all agreed tested their physical-
ity. And, according to the three, they 
passed the test showing they can be 
physical with any team. 

“If you can line up against Texas, 
you can line up against anybody,” 
Jones said. 

Usher, who totaled 6.5 tackles 
against a Longhorn o�ense that put 
up 416 total yards on the Miners, 
agreed with Jones, and believes the 
squad can only move up from the loss 
to the Big 12 team. 

“We can work on getting everybody 
running to the ball,” Usher said. “I 
feel like we can do that a little bit bet-
ter. But other than that, I feel like we 
played really good (against UT) and 
we showed a lot of people that we can 
play with a top-notch team.”

Filling in for starter Zack Greenlee 
against Texas, quarterback Kavika 
Johnson struggled against the Long-
horns, completing 9-of-15 passes for 
only 41 yards. However, Kugler ex-
pects Greenlee to be back with the 
Miners against the Black Knights.

“Having Zack back will help,” Ku-
gler said. “Kavika needs to learn that 
when everything isn’t there, he needs 
to throw it away.”

With the help of Greenlee as gun-
slinger, his receivers gained 230 
yards in the pass-and-catch sys-
tem. After Greenlee’s injury to his 
MCL (strained), the Miners only 
passed for 72 total yards between 
two quarterbacks. Nonetheless, the 
presence of the starting quarter-
back has been missed. 

Although he missed the entire sec-
ond half to preserve him from get-
ting hurt, Jones had a dominant game 
against the Longhorns. He rushed for 
123 yards including a 52-yard haul to 
the end zone. 

And, a�er week two of college foot-
ball, Jones is second in the nation 
amongst all rushing leaders with 372 
yards, and he is only seven yards be-
hind San Diego State’s Donnel Pum-
phrey (379). 

Defensively, the Miners de�nitely 
turned some heads and raised some 

Miners prepare for run-heavy Army 

MICHAELA ROMÁN/ THE PROSPECTOR
UTEP versus Army’s ‘One city, One team’ game will kickoff at 5 p.m Saturday, Sept. 17 in the Sunbowl Stadium.

UTEP-Army hypes up Fort Bliss; new fans to Sun Bowl 
BY JASON GREEN 
The Prospector

You have probably seen the bill-
boards around town by now: “One 
city. One team.” Half of the words 
are draped in UTEP’s orange and 
blue colors and the other are in the 
gold and black of the Army Black 
Knights. The two teams have never 
met in football, and the game is es-
pecially meaningful to the city of El 
Paso with Fort Bliss located within 
the city’s borders.

“It was essential to present a uni-
fied front with Fort Bliss serving as 
such a vital part of our community,” 
said Bob Stull, UTEP’s director of 
athletics. “This is so much more 
than a football game. It is a celebra-
tion of our nation’s military and 
their presence in the Sun City.”

Representatives from within the 
city and county of El Paso, UTEP 
and Fort Bliss are working to-
gether to put on an event that will 
be  memorable for the public who 
attend the game. They have also 
insured that soldiers who want 
to attend the game will be able 
to purchase tickets at discounted 
prices or, in some cases, receive 
them for free.

El Paso Mayor Oscar Leeser and 
his wife donated 7,000 tickets for the 
UTEP vs. Army game to Fort Bliss.

“That was really outstanding for 
them to do that. I know they under-
stand that a lot of us have families 
and so many people come over from 
New Mexico and stuff like that and 
buy all the tickets, it could be sold 
out,” said Spc. Elijah Favors of E 
Co., 2-501st GSAB, 1st CAB. “That’s 
a good thing that they did.”

Many soldiers at Fort Bliss had 
their tickets for the game in their 

breast pockets while they worked 
on vehicles on a hot September day.

Another soldier who already has 
his ticket for the game, is Capt. 
Jeremy Paquin, who could hardly 
contain his enthusiasm when it 
came to talking about the upcom-
ing football game. As a West Point 
graduate, Paquin, the commander 
of B Troop 3-6 Cavalry, 1st CAB, 
said that he will be attending with 
about 30 other people.

“We’re going to start tailgating at 
about 10 a.m. I’m going to have all 
of my buddies out there, other cap-
tains that are former grads of West 
Point,” said Paquin with a smile. 
“We’re going to all go to the game, 
this big section, and I’m pretty 
stoked about it.”

The UTEP media blitz has ev-
eryone involved hoping for a large 
crowd at the Sun Bowl, and per-
haps even larger than the season-
opening crowd of 30,119 people. 
Soldiers from Fort Bliss are ex-
pecting a large crowd —perhaps 
split down the middle and possibly 
cheering 50-50.

“You have the base here, so that’s 
why it should be more half and half 
than just students from UTEP. I be-
lieve it’s the first time that Army’s 
come down here, so with the base 
here, I believe there will be a big 
turn out,” said Spc. Brittany Wil-
liams of E Company, 2-501st GSAB, 
1st CAB. “Playing this close to a 
base, I think there will be a big turn 
out as far as people coming out and 
supporting the community of El 
Paso and UTEP, and also just sup-
porting the Army in general.”

There will be plenty of support 
to go around. Especially in a com-
munity known for showing great 
support for the Army and Fort Bliss  
when the nation remembers the at-

tacks of Sept. 11 and the wars that 
followed. The question remains, 
with two teams battling it out on 
the field, where will the fans’ loyal-
ties lie as the game is played out on 
the field?

“I’m going to try to support both 
of them to an extent. I’m going to 
try to support Army because I am 
Army,” said Pfc. Tremaine Harris, 
also of E Company, 2-501st GSAB, 
1st CAB. 

Harris has not been in the Army 
very long and pointed to the fact 
that watching Army play for the 

first time as a soldier would be a 
point of pride.

When asked who he was going to 
root for, Pv2. Hector Ramirez, also 
from E Company, 2-501st GSAB, 1st 
CAB, responded: “Army, obviously.” 

Several enlisted soldiers on Fort 
Bliss, who preferred not to have 
their names included in the story, 
did state that they may pull against 
the team from West Point based on 
the fact that the team is made up of 
future Army officers—meaning that 
they are most likely future com-
manders of the soldiers who would 

be making the off-the-record state-
ments. Although, these statements 
were made with a smile and a laugh, 
meaning that the soldiers will most 
likely be overwhelmed themselves 
with Army pride come Sept. 17.

Perhaps Lt. Col.  Rodney Cren-
shaw of Brigade Modernization 
Command stated it best when he 
said that, “when it comes down to 
it, we all have that common bond—
we’re all one big family.”

Jason Green may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

MICHAELA ROMÁN / THE PROSPECTOR
Junior tailback Aaron Jones and the Miners’ rushing offense will take on an Army defense that has only allowed 87.5 yards per game. 

see ARMY on page 12
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