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t i  ICLNT[.t ' l i \ i  IAl.

Th is  . i s  an  C l ra l  l { i sbory  lnLer ! ' im . i  w j th  Mr ' : .  D fus j l  l a  I ' l j x , r r r  u f

7900  Par ra l  Dr i ve ,  E l  Paso ,  Texas ,  Deceml ,e r  l ' l t h "  l ! j 75 .  l nberv ' i ew inc t
' /

a re  Sa rah  John  nnd  0sca r  J .  Ma r t i nez "

To  be51 in  w i t h ,  Mrs .  N i xon ,  cou ld  you  t e l 1  us  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  you r

backqround--when and wi rere you wer"e born?

I  was  bo rn  i n  To ledo"  0h io ,  be fo re  the  cen tu ry .  I  was  educa ted

the re  i n  t he  pub l j c  sc l i o * l s  and  s ta r t ed  j n  t he  un i ve rs i t y  t he re l  and

lhen  r , he  f  1u  ep ide rn i c  came  and  t i r ey  c l osed  a l l  t he  schoo l s "  l " ha ' L ' s

t he  f amous  f l u  ep ide r l i c  i n  l 9 lB ,  and  du r j nq  t ha t  f l u  ep idem jc  i  was

o f fe ree l  a  j ob  ' i n  A t l an l .& ,  l i eo rq ia "  - l  t ook  the  j ob  and  I  v /asn ' t  t he re

to g0 back to  r ;chc io l  whr l r  l .hey opt :nerJ agi i  i  n .  I  ur , . t rked in  At l  anta,

[e ' o rq ia ,  v { i  t h  t he  Anre r i , ] ' : r i l  N f  i ss i c lna ry  As , ; c l c i a r i o r r  a i t d  I  w t i s  - " ; t a t ' i cned

a t  a  Cor t t t r ega t i ona l  ChurL " l r  r r t h i ch  was  t . h rn  ( i  su t )pc : ;e  s t i l l  i : ; )  t i r e

la r r l es t .  I l l c l ck  Co lq reqa r . i r ; r r , r l  Ch r " , r " ch  j n  l h r :  wo r ld "

t -ou lc l  Juu te ' i l  r " rs  , r  I  j t . i lc '  b j t  : rLrout  ) 'ou i "  parr , ln1. : ;?

Yes  .  i i i y  f  a the r  WaS a  l i u ' l a l t o .  l l i s  i t l o t . h t l r  WaS a  { ' t ' ee  Wonnn .  i

i , l .
! ' {  .

don ' t ,  knovr  why the  fanr l  l  y  was  f  re  e - *cn ly  l -ha t

f rom V j rg in ia  v r j th  the  i i r - ' l t  u roup  o f r  pe r :p1e

Kentuckv"  And I  reacJ  i l i zabeth  Maddox 's  book

Kentucky .  I t ' s  cn l1ed l lg l - tga !  l lq4d .gw.  In

abnu t  the  e iqhLeEn famj l i es  who  camet  and  one

fami ly .  That  was  my maiden narne-*Tandy.  My

very  p rominer r t  lawyer  jn  f iE :n tucky ,  wh jch  was

t hey  had  come c . r i " ' i g i na11y

tha t  c , i n re  ove r  anc i  se t t l ed

abuu t  t he  se t t l ' i ng  o f

tha t  [ book ]  she  te l  I  s

of  them was the ,Joe Tandy

fa the r ' s  f a the r  l vas  a

the custorn then.  Now we



don ' t  know any th ing  about  i t ,  bu t  in  those days  in  the  South  i t

was  a  cus tom tha t  most  fami l ies  had two fami l ies - -one B lack  and one

white.  Very of ten when younq men got to be 18 or 20, the parents

wou ld  q ive  them a  s lave .  That  was so  tha t  when they  d id  mar ry ,

they would mamy the young woman they preferred. So i t  was a

cus tom then.  For  a  long t ime my aunts  wou ld  a lways  say ,  "Don ' t  te l l

anybody. "  But  i t  was  no th jng  to . . . i t  was  a  cus tom tha t  we had.  We

had s lavery ,  and th is  was one o f  the  th ' ings  tha t  came out  o f  s lavery .

So h is  mother  had f i ve  o r  s jx  ch i ld ren  by  the  same fa ther ,  th is

lawyer .  I ' l l  show you  my aun t ' s  p ic tu re .  I  don ' t  know whether  I

have my fa ther 's  p ic tu re  o r  no t ,  bu t  they  looked l r i sh ,  and the i r

mother  was a  brown sk inned woman.  I  d idn ' t  know her  because she

was dead before I  was born,  but I  knew her s isters and they were

a l l  very  beaut i fu l ,  h jqh  cheek-boned peop le .  When I  was  l6  my fa ther

took  us  back  to  Kentucky  to  meet  h is  fami ly  and tha t ' s  the  f i rs t

t ime we had met them. They I  ived just  on the outskir ts of  Lexington

and out at  the back qate there was a cemetery there,  which was the

Tandy cemetery.  Al l  of  that  o1d generat ion then were being bur ied

in that  cemetery.  But my mother was born way up in Michigan. Her

fa ther r  f i J l  g rdndfa ther - -he  d ied  s ince  I ' ve  been l i v ing  in  E l  Paso- -

was an  Ind ian .  I  knew [my mother 's  peop l . i  O" t t . .  than  I  d ' id  my

fa ther ' s  peop le  because  they  l i ved  in  Mas lon ,0h ioo  and  my g rea t -

qrandmother was born at  I ' l t .  Vernon in Virqinia.  Her parents were

of  mixed b lood- - tha t  i s  the i r  mothers  were  B lack  and the i r  fa thers

were white.  Her father vvas free and he was from washington, Pennsyl-

vania;  and he went down to Mount vernon and mamied this woman and

they had two chi ldren--a boy and a gir l .  The boy's name was Henr.y.



We always, when we were l i t t le,  heard about Uncle Henry.  He was

the  famous one in  the  fami ly .  He bought  h is  w i fe  and these two

ch i ld ren  f rom the  Wash ing ton  fami ly .  They  went  back  to  Wash ing ton ,

Pennsylvania,  and that 's where my grandmother was reared. He bouqht

h is  w i fe  and the  l i t t le  g i r l .  Her  name was Amel ia ,  my grea t -g rand-

mother.  The boy ran of f  and went wi th John Brown; and when they

caught  John Brown,  he  escaped and went  to  Ph i lade lph ia  and sh ipped

out  on  a  sh ip  go ing  around South  Amer ica  to  the  qo ld  f ie lds  in

Ca l i fo rn ia .  I  have here- - I  m iqh t  show i t  to  you be fore  you leave- -

a brooch and earr ings for  p ierced ears,  and they're made out of

qo ld  tha t  he  go t  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  The  qo ld  i s  l i ke  go ld  w i res  and

they ' re  wrapped around cora l  tha t  came f rom the  Gu l f  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia .

My  s is te r  has  s i l ve r  spoons  and  she  a lso  has  a ' l ong  qo ld  cha in  tha t

he  sent  back  to  h is  w i fe  in  Det ro i t .  She l i ved  in  Det ro i t  when we

knew her.  She tnlas one of  the charter members of  Mary Baker Eddy's

Chr is t ian  Sc ience Church  in  Bos ton .

You have a  very  in te res t inq  fami ly .

A very var ied background.

Yes. We knew my great-grandmother wel l  because [when] we l ived in

To ledo we went  to  Mas lon ,  wh ich  was lB5 mi les  ( the  same as  go ' ing  to

Cal i fornia nowdays) to spend the summer wi th her.  She l jved on a

fa rm.  She was a  remarkab le  l i t t le  o ld  lady ;  I  quess  she must  have

been 70 or past when we knew her because she was 99 when she died.

I  was 23 when she djed, so we knew her very wel l .  She was very wel l

educated- - read a l l  the  t ime.  She was a  very  t iny  l i t t le  woman,  bu t

she must have been very capable because she operated this smal l  farm

by herse l f .  She h i red  he lp ,  bu t  she  opera ted  i t .  That  must  have

been the  on ly  income she had.  They  ra ised hogs  and then,  I  guess ,



J :

l\l .

4

they  ra ised feed and s tu f f  in  the  f ie ld ;  and then she had a  barn-

yard  garden and ch ickens  and s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .  The reason she was

by hersel  f ,  her husband got the urge to come out West and prove

up on  some land ou t  here  and she wou ldn ' t  come.  She sa id ,  "We

own th is  fa rm and I 'm no t  go ino  to  leave i t  fo r  someth inq  we donr t

know anythinq about.  "  So he came out here and he proved up on the

land ,360  ac res  I  be l ieve ;  and  he  was  to  go  back  home,  bu t  the  day

before he was to leave he got pneumon' ia and died. So she never saw

h im aga in .

So she stayed in 0hio?

Yeso bu t  she  had a  daughter  l i v ing  ou t  here  in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,

and two sons that fo l lowed their  father out here.  They were cowboys.

They f ived for me to know both of them. One was a very handsome

man. I  thought a cowboy was qoing to be rough-and-ready [ typejaana

swear and dr ink and everything. They sent me to the stat ion when

he was coming back home; he hadn' t  been home in about 30 years.  My

mother  jus t  remembered h im as  a  l i t t le  g i r1 .  h le  had never  seen h im.

They sent me to the stat ion to meet him and I  d idn' t  see any cowboy

get  o f f  the  t ra in .

You were surpr ised?

Yes.  I  d idn ' t  see  any ,  so  a f te r  the  t ra in  had been in  a  lonq

I  went  back  home to  te l l  my mother  he  wasn ' t  on  the  t ra in ,  and

he was- -a  very  handsome man jus t  beaut i fu l l y  d ressed!

Mrs .  N ixon,  when d id  you f i rs t  come to  E l  Paso?

The f i rs t  t ime I  came was in  '29 .

I 'd  l ' i ke  to  ask  you about  your  impress ions  when you f i rs t  came

El  Paso .

t ime

there

to



5

N:  I ' l e l l ,  I  looked ou t  the  t ra in  w indow and I  saw these l i t t le  one-

story houses. The train was a Golden State and i t  passed over

there on Montana. You know where the t ra in t rack crosses Montana

down near Cotton? I  thought,  "Am I  going to have to I  ive ' in one

of  these l i t t le  t ' i ny  houses?"  Back  home we had two-s to ry  houses ,

and I  had been l i v ing  in  Ph i lade lph ia  a  wh i le  where  we had th ree-

s to ry  houses- - th ree  s to r ies  and a  basement .  They  jus t  looked l i ke

l i t t le  do l l  houses  to  me.  When I  go t  to  the  s ta t ion ,  someone had

qiven me the name of a woman that would rent me a room (I  came for

my hea l th ) .  She l j ved  on  Torn i l lo  S t ree t ,  down there  in  Second Ward .

When I  go t  in  the  tax i  the  man sa id ,  "Where  sha l l  I  take  you?"  I

sa ' id ,  "To  Torn i lo .  "  He  sa id ,  "0h  yeso  Torn i l  l o .  "  [Laugh te r ]  So

then,  when we drove up  in  f ron t  o f  her  house and I  looked a t ' i t ,

I  thought ,  "How in  the  wor ld  can I  l i ve  in  tha t  house?"  I t  jus t

looked  l i ke  a  l i t t l e  toy  house .  Bu t  she  was  a  love1y  person- -she

was a widow. She belonged to the Second Bap{ ist  Church and I  went

to  church  w i th  her ,  and then she be ' longed to  severa l  c lubs .  She

be lonqed to  one c lub ,  the  Phy l l i s  Wheat ley  CIub ,  tha t  I  be long to

now and have for for ty years.  Af ter  a whi ' le I  just  qot  used to

El Paso and I  loved i t .  Then I  went back East and then I  came

throuqh here  go ing  ou t  to  the  West  coas t .  I  thought ,  "Who in  the

world do I  know in El  Paso that would meet the t ra in?" I  wanted to

see somebody. 
,So, 

when I  was in Kansas City,  we had about a hal f

hour [1ay-over ] inKansasCi ty .So Isen ta te legramtomydoc to r

and  I  sa id ,  " I 'm  pass inq  th rough  E l  Paso  a t  m idn igh t  and  wou ld  love

to see somebody. Tel l  somebody to come down to the stat ion."

When the train stopped he was at  the stat ion.  So I  went down and



stood on the p ' lat form and talked to him, and when I  went to qet

back on the train he handed me a box of  candy. When I  got  back

the  t ra in  and I  opened the  box  o f  candy ,  h is  p ic tu re  was on  top

i t .  So that started the romance.

That 's  very  ' in te res t i  ng  !

He was your doctor when you f i rst  came here?

Yes .

How lonq were you here that f i rst  t ime?

Let me see. I came the 23rd of 0ctober in I 929 and I was down here

when the  awfu l  Crash came,  the  leg inn ing  o f  the  Depress ion .  I

s tayed here  about  lB  months  I  be l ieve  i t  was ,  and then I  went  back .

Were there many Black Americans here?

No, there were about 800.

Where  d id  they  l i ve?

They ' l i ved  a l l  over .  They  weren ' t  i n  any  one  sec t ion .  They ' l i ved

in

o f

M:

N:

J :

N :

a l  I  over .

J:  How did they f i t  into the seneral  society at  that  t ' ime?

N:  Wel l ,  they  d ' idn ' t .  They  wou ld  have;  bu t  my husband used to  say  tha t

' i f  E l  Paso hadn ' t  been in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas  tha t  they  wou ldn ' t  have

had any  segregat ion  laws.  But  as  i t  was  we cou ldn ' t  go  to  any  shows

and we,  o f  course ,  cou ldn ' t  go  to  any  res taurants .  You cou ldn ' t  even

go to  L iber ty  Ha l l - -no th ing !  They  were  en t i re ly  separa te ,  jus t  en-

t i re ' l y  separa te .  And,  o f  course ,  they  had a  separa te  schoo l .  They

had f rom Bth  th rough h iqh  schoo l .

J :  What  schoo l  was  tha t?

N:  Doug las  Schoo l .  Bo th  [o f  my]  dauqhters  g raduated  f rom Doug las  and

Dr .  N ixon 's  son f in jshed there .  My o ldes t  daughter  went  to  Ta l ledaga

Co11ege.  See,  they  had to  go  away to  schoo l ,  so  I  sen t  her  to



M .

N:

Alabama to  Te lad ida  Co11ege,  and she f in ished there .  One o f  her

teachers was from Yale so he encouraged her to go to Yale and get

her  Master ' s  degree.  So she went  to  Ya le  and go t  her  Master ' s  in

nurs inq .  Then the  boy  went  to  the  Un ' i vers i ty  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia  a t

Berke ley .  Then my daughter  who l i ves  in  A lbuquerque f in ished f rom

UTEP by the t ime she was ready to go out there.  But before that ,

be fore  '54 ,  those teachers  a t  Doug las  used to  s top  teach ing  in  the

af te rnoon and then dr ive  up  to  A  & M a t  Mes i l la  Park  in  the  even ings

to  n igh t  schoo l ;  and then in  the  summer t ime they 'd  g ;e t  up  a t  4 :00

in  the  morn ing  and dr ive  and be  up  there  fo r  7 :00  c lasses .  They 'd

dr ive r ight  by UTEP and have to dr ive up there.  There were about 18

of them one year who got their  Master js degrees up there.

You say there were about l8 Black teachers there at  Douqlas.  What

about  wh i te  teachers?

They d idn ' t  have any  wh i te  teachers  there .  They  had an  en t i re ly

B lack  facu l ty - -p r inc ipa ' l  and  a l l .  I  th ink  they  had about  26

when Edna went to school  there.  Edna went to school  there unt i l

desegregat ion.  By that t ime we had moved to Ysleta,  so I  went over

to  en ter  her  in  Ys le ta  H igh  Schoo ' l  fo r  her  sen io r  year .  Mr .  Hanks

to ld  me tha t  they  weren ' t  tak ing  any  B lack  s tudents  ye t  un t i l  they

found out how some case was going to come out that  they had at

Sherman, Texas. So, then the only th inq for me to do was to send

her  back  to  E l  Paso to  schoo l .  I  t r ied  to  ge t  her  in  the  c loses tn

wh ich  wou ld  have been Je f fe rson- - [ ' i t ]  was  the  neares t  to  Ys le ta .  But

she cou ldn ' t  go  to  Je f fe rson.  They  sa id  they  cou ldn ' t  take  any

s tudents  ou ts ide  [ the  d is t r i c t ]  o r  someth ing  
' l i ke  

tha t ,  and she 'd

have to  go  back  to  Doug las .  Wel l ,  by  tha t  t ime Douq las  had so  few

h igh  schoo l  s tudents  tha t  I  was  concerned.  Every  ch i ld  had to  take



every  c lass  in  o rder  to  make a  c lass ,  cause there  were  so  few o f

them. And you see, most of  her c lass had been scattered out--

some were at  Bowie,  some were at  Jef ferson, some were at  Aust in,  and

a l l  a round.  So my nex t -door  ne iqhbor  ou t  here  a t  Ys le ta  was very

concerned,  dhd so  she ca l led  Lore t to ;  and they  sa id ,  "Send her  to

us . "  So tha t ' s  how Edna happened to  g raduate  f rom Lore t to .

M: You say some of her f r iends were scattered out? The other high schoo' ls

were  tak ing  B lack  s tudents?

N: Yes, that  was when they desegregated.

M: After '54?

N:  Yes .

M: Was there any ef for t  on the part  of  the Black community to deseoregate

back in the '30s when you f i rst  came here?

N:  No.  I  don ' t  th ink  anyone t r ied .  You know,  they  ta lk  about  buss ing

now.  These  ch i ld ren . . . take  Edna ,  fo r  i ns tance .  She  wou ld  have

come al l  the way in on the bus to school  and paid her own bus fare.

But dur ing a1l  the t ime that the schools were segreQated there were

ch i ld ren  who l i ved  ou t  there  near  L inco ln  Schoo l - -you know,  way

out toward the cemetery.  They had to go to school ;  l i t t le bi t ty

s ix -year -o lds  e i ther  wa lked a l l  the  way down to  Doug las  (you know

where Douglas is)  or  they rode the street cars.  We had street cars

then.  No one ever  pa id  the i r  bus  fa re .  There  wasn ' t  any th ing  sa id

about  d r iv ing  them.  The on ly  ch i ld ren  tha t  go t  there  in  a  bus  were

the  For t  B l i ss  ch i ld ren .  They  sent  them in  a  bus ,  bu t  the  o ther

chi ldren ei ther walked or came on a street car.  Edna came in every

morn ing  w i th  her  fa ther  when he  came in ,  and then she 'd  come home

on the bus. She did the same when she went out to UTEP t i l l  we

got two cars.



J : Can you  te1 l  us  a  l j t t l e  b i t  abou t  the  soc ia l  l i f e  in  the  '30s

and '40s  in  the  B lack  communi ty  a t  tha t  t ime?

Yes .

S ince  i t  was  segregated  a t  tha t  t imeo what  k inds  o f  th ings  d id  you do?

l r ]e l l ,  we en ter ta ined in  our  homes and then the  c lubs ;  i f  they  had

something they could go to Douglas School  and have their  dances

in  the  aud i to r ium"

N .

J :

t\l .

J: So there were social  c lubs at  that  t ' ime?

N:  0h  yes .  Th is  Phy l l i s  ldheat ley  C lub  has  been here  s ince  
. |9 . |4 .  

Then

there were several  other c lubs,  and they would give th ings every

now and then.  Then peop le  d id  a  lo t  o f  en ter ta in ing  in  the i r  own

homes. We always went over to JuJrez to the picture shows. Lawrence

would take one night a week of f  and take us over for  d inner,  and then

we'd go to the show.

M: Was i t  d i f ferent in Ju{rez for  Black people go' ing over there? Were

they accepted?

0h yes ,  [bu t ]  no t  a l l  over .  Now,  [ in ]  some o f

p laces ,  I  don ' t  th ink  we were  accepted  there .

restaurants up and down l6th of  September and

were one or two restaurants where we just went

we knew we would be wel l  t reated.

the  very  exc lus ive

But you take the

There

al  I  the t ime because

Because o f  your  l igh t  complex ion ,  were  there  t imes when you cou ld  go

in to  p laces  where  no  o ther  darker  peop le  cou ld  go?

0h yes. I  was almost tempted to go out and go to UTEP, but I  was

scared  and  I  knew my husband  wou ldn ' t  l i ke  i t .  Bu t ,  oh  yes .  I r l l

te l l  you what we used to do. Now we bought Concert  Associat ion

t ickets over in JuJrez for  a l l  of  the concerts they had over there
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for years.  And then, you know, you can use a Concert  Associat ion

t icket in aly c i ty where you are.  So sometimes there would be

something over here that we real ly wanted to see, so I  would go into

the  door  and I  wou ld  watch  fo r  the  lady ;  I  won ' t  ca l l  her  name,  bu t

anyhow she had charge of  the concerts here for  years and years and

years.  She always stood r ight  inside the door watching everybody

tha t  came in .  I  wou ld  go  and s tand and wa i t  un t i l  she  had tu rned

her  back  or  gone someplace,  and then I  wou ld  beckon and we 'd  a l l

go  in  and go  ups ta i rs  in  the  ba lcony ,  and she wou ldn ' t  see  us .  I

remember we were up there one t ime, and a f r iend of  mine, Mrs.  Coats--

she just  d ' ied recent ly--was r ight  behind me and she said,  "Hey, Mrs.

N ixon.  How'd  you ge t  in?"  But  we d id  tha t  a  good many t imes i f  we

could get in.  0r  we'd go af ter  the l ights went down and go upstairs

in  the  ba lcony .

Did anybody make a fuss?

No, nobody ever made a fuss.  And my husband was brown. I  don' t  see

how he cou ld  have passed fo r  any th ing  e1se.  Now the  ch i ld ren ,  we miqht

have go t ten  by ,  bu t  we d id  tha t  fo r  a ' long  t ime.

Were you ever refused service in 'a restaurant?

I  never t r ied to go. Now, i f  I  were going to be downtown a long t ime

and I  wou ld  have the  ch i ld ren ,  I  wou ld  f i x  sandwiches  and we wou ld

do our  shopp ing  then go  back  to  the  car  and s i t  in  the  car  and ea t

our  sandwiches .  0 r - -now,  th is  i s  rea l  c razy- - I  cou ld  go  in  Grants

on Mesa and on one side they had a restaurant where you could s i t

down a t  tab les  and ea t .  Then r igh t  in  f ron t  as  you went  ins ide  the

front door they had a counter where they had hot doqs and hamburgers;

and we cou ld  s tand up  a t  the  counter  and ea t ,  bu t  we cou ldnr t  go  over

on the  o ther  s ide  and s i t  down.
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So there  was no  p lace  in  E l  Paso tha t . . .?

0h no .  And I ' l l  te l l  you ,  the  YWCA conducted  a  survey ,  and the

women went out to al l  the di f ferent restaurants and asked would they

open the i r  doors  [ to  g tacks ] ,  and the  on ly  one tha t  s i i id  tha t  they

wou ld  was Luby 's .  The on ly  p lace  my husband wou ld  ever  ea t  a f te r -

wards  was Luby 's  because they  had sa id  yes .  The ques t ion  was

[wou ld  they  a l low B lacks ]  i n  w i th  a  g roup  o f  wh i te  peop le .  I ' l l

te1' l  you what happened to Edna. Edna and one other g ' i11-- the gir l

was  a  very  beaut i fu l  g i r ' l ,  bu t  she  was dark  sk inned and had beaut i fu l

hair--and one boy were in the UTEP band, and they played for a foot-

bal l  game at Phoenix.  And on the way home they stopped at  Bisby or

Benson or someplace there to eat.  And of  course, there were professors

and  the i r  fami l i es a' long with them. There were about 2 busloads

or more, maybe. Anyhow, they walked down to th is restaurant and they

al l  went in;  and when Edna and Maxine got there,  there were many

lothers]  ahead of  them [who] had put their  orders in.  When [Edna

and Maxine] sat  down to the table,  the wai t ress came to them and

sa id ,  " I 'm very  sor ry ,  bu t  we don ' t  serve  Negroes  in  here .  You ' l l

have to leave."  So they got up and started to leave, and as they

went through the door th is boy was coming in.  And they sa' ido "Oho

don ' t  go  in  there .  They  jus t  to ld  us  to  come out ,  tha t  they  don ' t

serve us in there.  "  So the three of  them wal ked back to wherever

the  bus  was.  Wel l ,  nobody sa id  any th ing .  They  tu rned around and

looked and they saw everybody coming out of  th is restaurant.  We' |1,

the  nex t  day ' in  the  Mus ic  Depar tment  on  the  bu l le t in  board  was a

b iq  s ign  and  j t  sa id ,  "For  sa le .  Th i r t y  f r i ed  ch icken  d inners  and

so and so,"  because they had walked out.  They had al l  ordered and

refused to eat and came out.  Those are some of the th ings we go
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up aga ' ins t .  I ' l l  te11  you another  th ing .  You know when they  had these

dr ive- in  theaters ,  when they  f i rs t  bu i l t  them,  we sa id ,  "Sure ly  we

can  go  in  a  d r i ve - in .  We ' l l  be  s i t t i ng  in  our  ca r  ius t  l i ke  we

are on the street." So we came out here to the Bronco and there was

a b ig  l ine  o f  cars  there .  Jus t  as  we go t  up  to  the  t i cke t  o f f i ce  the

man came up  to  us  and  sa id ,  "You  a l l  can ' t  go  in .  You ' l l  have  to  go

on ou t . "  Wel1 ,  we had jus t  come back  f rom two months  in  New York ,

and, of course, in New York we went to the opera and we went to the

theaters  and saw a l l  the  shows.  The k ids  s ta r ted  c ry ing ,  "What rs

the matter wi th them? I^ le went to the show in New York,  why can' t  we

go in the show in El  Paso?" And i t  was hard to te l l  them why not.

What did you te1 I them?

I  don ' t  know what  we to ld  them;  bu t  they  c r ied .

the show. So then, the next t ime we went to th is

Che lsea.  You remember  where  the  Sen ior  C i t i zens '

a  d r ive- in  theater ,

They wanted to see

show over here on

p lace  is?  That  was

I t ' s  the  De l  Nor te ,  I  th ink .

Yes, one of  them. So one night we went there and we got our t ickets '

and were going through the dr ive to get into the p ' lace and we turned

around and looked and I  sa id ,  "0h ,  Lawrence,  here  comes a  man runn ing . "

Here  he  was jus t  runn ing  a f te r  us .  And I  sa id ,  "Get  in ,  ge t  in ,  ge t

in  the  dark  and he  can ' t  f ind  us . "  And dure  enough,  we go t  in  the

dark  and he  cou ldn ' t  f ind  us .  There  were  too  many cars ,  and so  we

got  to  see the  show then.  But  exper iences  l i ke  tha t ,  when you look

back on them now they look funny and you can laugh over i t ,  and you

can see how r id iculous they were. Now the one where you could go was

up at  the Fiesta,  up there on Mesa.,  and we used to go up there.
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That 's  a  re la t i ve ly  recent  one

No.  That  was one o f  the  f i rs t

was  the  f i rs t  one.

l , lhen was that bui l t?

A  long  t ime ago .

La te  '50s?

0h ,  no .

Ear l y '50s?

No,  my  ch i ld ren  were  l i t t l e .

Real  1y? Bef,ore I  950?

0h yes .  I 'm pre t ty  sure .

though.

ones .  I  th ink  the  one up  on  f t l sa

had to

J :

I  d ' idn ' t  rea l  i  ze  i  t  was  there  tha t  1ong.

Yes, i t  must have been before 
.1950 

because Edna is 36 now and 20

years ago she would have been 
. |6.  

I t  was before that  because she

was young. We never had any trouble up there,  never.

Right af ter  the desegregat ion laws were passed, where did you feel

you wanted to go? Was there any place where you fel t  you

go now that you could?

No, but you remember that  El  Paso had a desegregat ion 1aw. I  was on

tha t  commi t tee  and,  le t ' s  see ,  the  Mayor  was Mr .  l l l i l l i ams I  be l ieve- -

no t  th i s  las t  Mr .  Wi l l i ams,  the  Mr .  Wi l l i ams tha t  used  to  teach  ou t

at  UTEP. I  bet ter  not say that because I  can' t  remember now.

What  year  was i t?  We can ident i f y  h im.

I  th ink  i t  was  be fore  the  b io  segregat ion .  I t  must  have been '53  or

someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  Bu t  Ted Bender  was on  tha t  commj t tee ,  and

Albert  Schwartz was the Chairman. Burt  l^ l i l l iams was on that commit tee

and Orba Lee Malone. Wel l ,  anyhow, the lawyers on the commit tee wrote

the  desegregat ion  th ing ,  and i t  sa id  tha t  no  one was to  be  denfed

attending shows and eat ing in restaurants and that sort  of  th jng
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because o f  co lo r .  And,  oh ,  i t  was  a  b ig  to -do !  They  had to  have

meet ings in Liberty Hal l  because so many peop' le came. Everyone

ta lked pro  and con.  So f ina l l y ,  whoever  the  Mayor  was sa id  tha t  i f

i t  passed,  he  wou ld  ve to  i t .  Ted Bender  was go ing  o f f  on  h is  vaca-

t ion  and he  sa id ,  "Mr .  Mayor ,  i f  you  ve to  th is  I  w i l l  f1y  back  f rom

my vacat ion to vote on i t  again."  They were to vote on i t  that  next

week. And sure enough, he vetoed i t ;  and sure enough, Ted Bender

came back! And i t  passed. 0f  course, everybody thouoht there was

go ing  to  be  a  te r r ib le  rush  o f  peop le  in  the  res taurants .  We had

been w i thout  res taurants  fo r  so  long tha t  i t  jus t  d idn ' t  in te res t

us,  not l ike thg[ .  But i t  was so good and i t  has been so wonderful

to  wa lk  in  a  res taurant  and know tha t  you  can order  a  mea l  jus t  l i ke

anybody e lse .  I ' ve  never  heard  o f  anyone hav ing  any  t roub le  a t  a l l .

There  was  a lso  the  s i tua t ion  w i th  the  busses- -B lacks  cou ldn ' t  s i t

in the f ront.

No .

How did that  go?

lnJel l ,  street cars were the same wdy, when we had street cars.  I f

you  had  to  use  them,  wh ich  I  d id  once  in  a  wh i le ,  you 'd  jus t  go  s i t

in the back and get mad al l  the way down the ais le,  because very

often there wouldn' t  be any vacant seats back thereo but there would

be  p len ty  up  in  the  f ron t .  Bu t  you  cou ldn ' t  s i t  down.  Now,  I ' l l

te l1 you, when I  came out here in the middle of  the Depression to

get  mar r ied ,  I  came on a  bus .  And,  o f  course ,  when the  bus  leaves

St .  Lou is ,  the  B lacks  are  supposed to  ge t  in  the  back  and s i t  on

the round seat (you just  jump al l  the way al l  the t ime),  and maybe

the  f i rs t  coup le  seats  ahead o f  tha t .  So ,  I  d idn ' t  s i t  on  tha t  back

seato  bu t  I  sa t  in  the  back  in  one o f  those back  seats  there .  When

N:

M:

N :
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we got to Jop' l in,  Missour jo everybody got of f  the bus for breakfast .

There was a very nice- looking young colored woman on there wi th a

sma l l  baby .  So ,  I  d idn ' t  know any  be t te r .  I  sa id ,  " I 'm  no t  in  the

South yet ."  But when we got of f  there,  I  went r ight  on in the

restaurant wi th the rest  of  the people and had my breakfast  and when

we came back on the bus I  sajd to her,  "Werenrt  you hungry?" And

she  sa id ,  "0h  yes . "  And  I  sa ido  "We l l ,  you  d idn ' t  ea t  any  b reak fas t . "

And  she  sa id ,  "0h  yes  I  d id . "  I  sa id ,  " I i d idn ' t  see  you  in  the re . "

She sa id ,  "We1] ,  they  to ld  me to  go  in  the  back  door , "  and they  fed

her  in  the  k i t chen ,  wh ich  i s  the  usua l  th ing .  So ,  I  sa id ,  "Why  d id

you eat? How could you eat? I f  you had just  to ld me I  could have

bought  some sandwiches  fo r  bo th  o f  us . "  But  I  d idn ' t  know tha t  you

were supposed to be segregated there.  But,  anyhow, af ter  that  I

d idn ' t  ea t  any  p1ace.  When they  go t  o f f  a t  Da l las  I  went  in  some

place and bought a bag of  sandw' iches and brought them on the bus

with me from Dal las [ to]  here.  When they got of f  at  Van Horn for

a  mea l  to  ea t - -and I  remember  so  we l l ,  th is  res taurant  was  a l1  g lass- -

and they al l  went in there,  the tabJes were r ight  up there by the

w indow.  I  sa id ,  " I 'm  ius t  go ing  to  wa lk  up  and  down. "  And  I

walked up and down that s idewalk the whole t ' ime they were stopped

there .  When we got  back  on  we were  on  tha t  back 'seat .  Wel lo  tha t

evening somep' lace there in Kansas or Arkansas, some young white

women got on with some chi ldren and they walked r ight  back there

jus t  as  b ig  as  anybody and sa id ,  "Get  up  and s i t  in  those seats  up

there.  We want to put our chi ldren to bed on this seat."  Now,

you know,  tha t ' s  what  happened in  Montgomery .  The B lacks  f i l l ed

the  busses  up  f rom the  backo and the  wh i tes  f rom the  f ron t .  Wel l ,
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they  f i l l ed  the  bus  up ,  and th is  Rosa Parks  was a l l  r igh t .  Bu t ,  when

they went far ther and the Black people were gett ing of f  and lef t

some empty seats back there she was supposed to get up and just  move

back, keep moving back. She had worked al l  day and she 1aas t i red'

and she didn' t - -she iust  sat  there.  And when they asked her to move

back  she d idn ' t  move;  and tha t ' s  what  s ta r ted  the  who le  th ing .  When

the bus  was f j l l i ng  up  you wa i ted  un t i l  a l l  the  wh i te  peop le  go t  on

and then you got on. And of ten j t  would be so crowded by that t ime'

you 'd  have to  go  a long th rough them get t ing  to  the  back  un less  i t  was

a bus  w i th  a  back  door .

D id  any  wh i tes  s i t  in  the  back  once in  a  wh i le  w i th  the  B lack  peop le?

0h yes .  And then,  you know,  dur ing  the  War  the  so ld ie rs - -B lack

and wh' i te--refused to pay any at tent ion.  They used to take the l j t t le

s igns  down.  You 'd  ge t  on  [ the  bus ]  and the  s igns  wou ld  be  down.

And once and a  wh i le  there 'd  be  a  l i t t le  f la re -up .  I  remember ,  we

l ived  there  on  Myr t le ,  and one n igh t  I  th ink  there  had been some

k ind  o f  dance or  someth ing  down a t  L iber ty  Ha l l .  Wel l ,  r igh t  in

front of  our house there was some trouble. I t  was over that  k ind of

th ing .  Then,  here 's  someth ing  tha t  happened dur ing  the  War  tha t

was b i t te r .  For t  Huachuca [Ar izona]  was where  a l l  o f  the  B lack

so ld ie rs  were .  The Army was segregated ,  too .  A l l  the  B lack  so ld ie rs

were stat ioned down here at  Fort  Huachuca. I f  they came in on the

Missour i  Pac j f i c ,  they  wou ld  have to  ge t  o f f  a t  the  Un ion  Sta t ion

and wa i t  un t i l  a  Southern  Pac i f i c  came th rough.  And so ,  they  go t

of f  and they had to be fed. When they took them to the restaurant

to feed them, they had to go around and go in the k i tchen; and

they had tables and counters and everything there for  them where
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they fed them. Wel l ,  whi le they were eat ing there they looked

out in the restaurant and they saw some German pr isoners of  war

eat ing in the restaurant.  And there was qui te a to-do in the paper

abou t  i t .

Do you remember the year?

No.  I t  must  have been someth ing  l i ke  '43 .

Was there  a  f igh t?

No,  no  there  wasn ' t  any  f igh t .  Bu t  i t  was  jus t  b i t te rness .

Verbal  protest?

There might have been. There might have been.

Wel l ,  those are  some exper iences !  How d id  you fee l  a t  the  t ime w i th

a l l  o f  these  th ings  go ing  on?

We11,  you know,  therers  no th ing  you can do  about  i t .  You d iscuss  i t

and i t  was  a l l  you  ta lked  about  when peop le  go t  together  and ta lked ;

bu t  there  rea l l y  wasnr t  any th ing  vve  cou ld  do  about  i t .  You were

helpless and so you just  went ahead. Any place that there was anyone

try ing to change things, there was always troub' le.  You know they

had tha t  temib le  r io t  in  Tu lsa ,  and dur ing  the  war  we had some very

bad r iots down here in Port  Arthur and some of those ci t ies along

the Gulf  coast.  My husband's lawyer -- the same lawyer who took this

case- -sa id  to  h im,  "Get  r id  o f  a l1  your  p roper ty  bu t  what  you, re

l i v ing  in  because  th is  th ing  i s  go ing  to  be  l i ke  a  snowba l l ,  and  you

might  have to  leave sudden ly . "  A t  the  t ime I  packed a  l i t t le  sa tche l

w i th  cocoa and food l i ke  tha t  and s tuck  i t  in  the  c lose t .  I  sa id ,

" I f  we have to run fast  I  can snatch this up and we can get out on

the desert  someplace."  The only th ' ing happened was the mice got

in  i t !  f lLaughter ]

l l lould you say that El  Paso was no di f ferent than other Southern c i t ies?
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No. I t  wa: di f ferent.

I t  was di f ferent?

I t  was much better here,  much better than in other c i t ies.  I  remem-

ber a woman who moved out here during the War. She was from some

I i t t le  town jn  Eas t  Texas  and she sa ' id ,  "0h  my.  Th is  i s  wonder fu l . "

You'd have thought we had al l  k inds of  f reedom here the way she

fe l t  about  i t .

Why did she feel  that  way? What was the di f ference?

I ' l l  te11  you.  You know,  back  in  some o f  those towns you cou ldn ' t

ra ise  your  vo ice  about  a  th ing  because i f  you  d id ,  you 'd  ge t  l ynched.

That rs  how my husband came to  E l  Paso,  because o f  a  l ynch ing  r igh t

in  f ron t  o f  h is  o f f i ce .  He jus t  packed h is  th ings  up  and came out

to  E l  Paso.  That  was the  f i rs t  o f  January ,  19 . |0 .

Where was he then?

At  Cameron,  Texas .  When I  was  a  l i t t le  g i r l  up  in  To ledo,  jus t  most

any t ime that you picked up your paper you could read where they

had lynched a  B lack  person or  severa l  a t  a  t ime.  So you jus t  d idn ' t

f i gh t  aga ins t  [ i t ] ;  you  jus t  cou ldn ' t .

What made El  Paso di f ferent in that  respect?

Wel l ,  I  th ink probab' ly one thing was because peop' le were here f rom

al l  over the country.  I t  wasn' t  an old-t ime Southern town where

they had been used to complete separat ion.  I  th ink probably that  was

i t .  And you know,  in  most  p laces  you had to  l i ve  in  a  ghet to ,  bu t

no t  in  E l  Paso,  Peop le  back  then d idn ' t .  There  wou ld  jus t  be  b ]ocks

where there'd be one or two Black fami l ies maybe, and they just

l i ved  a l l  over  E l  Paso .

Were  there  cer ta in  ne iqhborhoods tha t  they  cou ldn ' t  l i ve  in  though?
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No- There were certain neighborhoods where you had trouble buying;

bu t  i f  you  cou ld  buy  a  house and move in to  i t  I  th ink  you were  a l l

r igh t .  I  remember  some peop le  tha t  l i ved  way up  P iedras  and I  d idn ' t

know any . . . i t  was  jus t  tha t  one fami ly  way up  there .  Then a l l  ou t

Gateway East--Gateway East was Manzana Street then--and i t  was a

very mixed neighborhood. Probably the only place there weren' t  any

was maybe Kern Place or out there where they couldn' t  af ford to

buy any houses anyhow. But even today, you know, in a lot  of  c i t ies

there 's  t roub le  about  buy ing  proper ty .  But  I ' ve  never  known there

to be any in El  Paso. When we f i rst  moved out f rom El Paso into

Ysleta we bought a very beaut i fu l  p iece of  property.  I t  was four

acres wi th a pecan grove. There's an old adobe house there and we

bu i l t  a round tha t  o ld  adobe house.  A I I  the  t ime we were  th ink ing ,

"My, my. When these people discover who we are,  are we going to have

any troub' le?" You know, you had that k ind of  fee' l inq.  So we were

jus tabout to  f in ish  the  house and the  te lephone rang and the  woman

sa id ,  " I s  th i s  Mrs .  N ixon?"  I  sa id ,  "Yes . "  "The  Mrs .  N ixon  who 's

bu i ld ing  a  house  on  Penda le?"  I  sa id ,  "Yes  i t  i s . "  And  I  though t ,

"Here ' i t  comes ,  here  i t  comes . "  And  she  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I 'm  your  nex t -

door  ne ighbor . "  And  I  j us t  he ld  my  b rea th .  And  she  sa id ,  " I 'm  ca l l -

ing  to  te11 you how g ' lad  we are  tha t  you ' re  go fng  to  be  our  ne ighbors . "

And she jus t  ta lked .  And rea l l yo  when she f in ished ta lk ing ,  the  tears

were  jus t  ro l l ing  down my cheeks .  I  cou ldn ' t  be l ieve  j t .  h le  moved

out there and they were the, most wonderful  neighbors anybody ever had.

They  were  jus t  wonder fu l .  They  s t i l l  a re .  We ca l l  on  the  te lephone

i f  she  sees  someth ing  on  TV or  i f  a  mock ingb i rd  ge ts  in  her  [yard ] .

She  used  to  ca l l  me a t  l : 00  o r  2 :00  in  the  morn ing ,  "Drus i l1a ,  do

you hear that  mockingb' i rd out there in the t ree?"
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What was the relat ionship between the Black community and the Mexi-

can American community,  i f  there was one?

l^ le l l ,  a l l  I  can  say  is  f rom the  re la t ionsh ip  tha t  we had and my

husband had.  H is  p rac t ice  was a lmost  en t i re ly  Mex ican.

D id  he  have any  Ang lo  pa t ien ts  a t  a l l?

0h yes. He had Anqlo pat ients.  We used to say i t  was the United

Nat ions  in  h is  o f f i ce .  He  had  qu i te  a  few Ph i l i p inos .  The  re la t ion -

sh ip  was jus t  marve lous .  0 f  course ,  he  was an  unusua l  man.  He was

very k ind and good and he loved people;  and he loved h' is pract ' ice

to  the  po in t  tha t  the  doc tors  wou ld  say  to  h im,  "Dr .  N ixon,  you

ought  to  go  up  on  your  p r ices .  I f  you 'd  go  up  on  your  p r ices  you

wou ld  make jus t  as  much money as  you do  now but  youtd  work  less . "

Because he worked very hard.  He'd say to me, "Now i f  everybody

gouges these peop le ,  they ' l l  never  have any th ing .  We have a l l  the

things we need and some of the th ings we want,  so I 'm going to stay

r igh t  here . "  Now,  he 's  been dead 9  years .  The most  he  ever  charged

was $2 for an of f ice cal  I  and $4 for a house cal  I  .  And he made house

ca l  I  s .

Tha t ' s  unusua l  .

He never went up, never.  He said to me, "Why should I  go up on my

pr ices  when they  don ' t  a l low me to  be long to  the  County  Med ica l

Soc ie ty?"  So he  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  need to  fo l low them."

You ment ioned ear l ie r  tha t  you  were  invo lved in  the  desegregat ion

movement here in town. Was that for  the school?

No.  Tha t  was  jus t  fo r  th i s . . .wha t  do  you  ca l l  i t  when  the  C i ty ,Counc i l

passes on someth' ing?

Ord i nance ?
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N: The desegregat ion ordinance.

M:  That  was when? The '50s  or  the  ear ly  '60s?

N:  No ,  i t  was  in  the  '50s .

J :  You sa id  i t  was  be fore  the  na t jon-w ide  desegregat ion  laws?

N:  Yes .

M:  Be fo re '54?

N:  Yes .  I t  must  have been about  '52  or  '53 .

M:  But  segregat ion  cont inued a f te r  tha t ,  d idnr t  i t?  I  remember  se l l ing

newspapers when I  was a k id in downtown El  Paso, and af ter  
.1955 

I

st i l l  remember seeing signs at  the Grey Hound bus depot,  "Colored

peop le  ea t  here .  "

Yes .  And "dr ink  here . "  You even had a  founta in .

Yes ,  a  spec ia l  d r ink ing  founta in .

S ince  you  sa id  tha t ,  i t  m igh t  have  been  the  ear l y '60s  because  I

be l ieve  tha t  desegregat ion  in  '54  jus t  concerned schoo ls  and in te r -

state t ravel .  You know, i t  used to be they had a "J im Crow" car--

you rode in  i t  by  yourse l f  on  the  t ra in  r igh t  up  beh ind  the  eng ine .

Af te r  tha t ,  i f  i t  was  in te r -s ta te  t rave l ,  Vou d fdn ' t  have to  ge t  in

that "J im Crow" car.  I  remember coming from Knoxvi l le,  Tennessee.

I  got  in th is coach and i t  was so crowded--oh, i t  was just  so crowded.

So I  said to the porter,  "When we get to the next stop, would you move

me up  jn to  the  ' J im Crow 'car?"  He  looked  a t  me and  he  sa id r  "Lady ,

you don ' t  have to  move in  there .  Th is  i s  in te r -s ta te  t rave l . "  I

sa id ,  "That ' s  a l ' l  r igh t .  I  want  to  move i  i t rs  too  c rowded back  here . "

So he moved me. But before that, coming down from the North one

t ime I  came out of  St .  Louis and when we got to some place l ike

Tulsa maybe, I  said to the porter,  "Now when we get to the border
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of  Texas ,  w i l l  you  move  me in to  the  ' J im Crow 'car?"  And  he  sa id ,

"0h  lady ,  you  shou ld  have been jn  there  a  long t ime ago. "  But  I

d idn ' t  know i t .  I  thought  you d idn ' t  have to  move un t i l  you  go t  to

the border of  Texas.

Did you have to do the same thing up there in the North? Would they

segregate  you in  busses  in  0h io?

0h no .

So that changed in At lanta?

t r , le l l ,  I ' l l  te11  you.  See,  ' i f  you  were  go ing  South  f rom 0h io ,  when

you crossed the 0hio River into Kentucky then's when you had to get

in  the  "J im Crow"  car .  So you might  as  we l l  ge t  jn  i t  in  C inc innat i ,

wh ich  was jus t  on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  r i ver .  So you 'd  ius t  ge t  in

the  "J im Crow"  car  in  C inc innat i  and go  on  down.  The f i rs t  t r ip  I

madeo I  was very young; I  was 
. |9.  

I  had never been down in the

deep South ,  so  peop le  sa id  to  me,  "Now,  therers  cer ta in  p laces  tha t

you go through and the conductor wi l l  come to you and te1' l  you and

you have to  pu l l  your  shades down wh i le  the  t ra in  i s  in  tha t  s ta t ion . "

But  I  don ' t  th in*  i t  was  t rue  because no  one ever  sa id  tha t .  A f te r

tha t  I  t rave led  a l l  over  the  South  and I  d idn ' t  f ind  any  p ' lace  where

you had to pu11 your shades down.

Did you perceive any prejudice on the part  of  Mexican Americans toward

Blacks  here?

Nowo wi th  our  assoc ia t ion  w i th  them,  no .  But  I  th ink  p robab ly  w i th

another  c lass  o f  Mex icans : . there  migh t  have been a  d i f fe rence.  But

I  th ink  w i th  tha t  c lass  they  were  pre iud iced aga ins t  the i r  own

peop le ,  the  c lass  o f  peop le  tha t  my husband worked w i th .  See,  my

husband was work ing  w i th  most ly  the  poor  peop le .  And I  can ' t  say

that ei ther because I  remember a fami ly that  he had when I  f i rst

N:

J :

N :
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came to El  Paso. They were very weal thy Mexfcans from Mexico City,

and when we went down to Mexico Ci ty we went to v is i t  them. Isn' t

i t  queer ,  in  a  c i ty  w i th  3  mi l l ion  peop le  tha t  the  f i rs t  day  you ' re

in  the  c i ty  you shou ld  wa lk  ou t  on  the  s t ree t  and run  in to  [ f r iends ]?

And tha t ' s  what  we d id .  We were  wa lk ing  down to  Sanborn 's  fo r

breakfast ,  and who should we walk into but Mr.  Betancourt .  Why,

we just  stopped and hugged each other there on the street,  and he

had us come out to their  apartment.  But he used to send his wi fe

and chi ldren up here every September to school ;  and then i f  any of

them were sick,  she would always cal l  Lawrence. And then, I  remember,

I  was  in  bed- -my l i t t le  g i r l  was  jus t  a  day  o ld - -and Mrs .  Betancour t

came by  to  te l l  us  good-bye,  and she sa id  she wasn ' t  coming back  any

more. They were very beaut i fu l - -she and her daughters.  They wore

such beaut i fu l  c lo thes .  She sa id ,  "No,  I 'm no t  comjng back  any  more

wi th  my ch i ld ren , "  because her  o ldes t  g ' i r1  had mamied an  Ang lo  and

she was jus t  s ick  about  f t .  So  she sa ido  " I 'm no t  coming back  any

more , "  and she d idnr t !  I  donr t  th ink  i t  was  so  much tha t  he  was an

Angloo but she fel t  that  he was very much beneath them. He was ei ther

a  carpenter  o r  a  house pa in te r  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t ;  a ld  h is  mother

ius t  thought  i t  was  awfu l  tha t  her  son was mar ry ing  a  Mex ican!  Wel l ,

look how we are now. We just  have a f i t  wj th these mixed marr iages

and we s i t  down and laugh and ta lk  about  i t  and  sayo "Why wer re  jus t

as  pre jud iced as  anybody e lse . "  Jus t  recent ly  a  f r iend  o f  ours ,  her

daughter  (she  jus t  f in ished UTEP about  3  years  ago)  [mamied an ]

Ang loo  and her  mother  has  never  been reconc i led  to  i t .  The g i r l  has

jus t  d ied ,  and i t rs  been te r r ib le ,  awfu l  the  way she 's  been cu t  up

about  i t .  Bu t  you  see,  p re jud ices  aren ' t  a lways  on  one s ide .
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Sure. Nobody has a monopoly on them.

No.

How did you perceive the at t i tudes in the behavior of  Anglos toward

Mex icans  in  th is  tovvn? D id  the  81ack  communi ty  ta lk  about  tha t  a t  a l l?

Wel1 ,  yes .  They  weren ' t  qu i te  as  bad o f f  as  we were ,  bu t  you  know,

there were many places--not here in El  Paso--but there were many

places down going toward Houston where they would refuse to serve

Mexicans. I  remember one t ime one of  the of f ic ia ls of  Mexico Ci ty

fhad to have] the Highway patrol  escort  them through Texas, because

they were stopped one time. They wanted to stop or stay or eat or

something, and they refused them. And so, af ter  that ,  the Highway

Patrol  would always escort  them through Texas. There was qui te a

b i t  [o f  p re jud ice ] .

S IDE I I

My daughter Edna was coming home through town. There used to be a

very 1ove1y tearoom there beside the White House Department store.

So [a  f r iend ]  sa id ,  "Come on,  Ednar  le t ' s  go  in  and ge t  some ice

cream."  0 f  course ,  Edna knew r igh t  away,  "Why,  I  can ' t  go  in  there . "

Bu t  she  d idn ' t  wan t  to  te l l  th i s  q i r l ,  " I  can ' t  go  in . "  So  she  went  on  in

with her.  You know, Edna said they served them and no one looked a

second t ime; but she was just  scared to death for  fear they were

go' ing to come and say, "You' I  I  have to I  eave. "

Many t imes i t ' s  no t  the  bod i ly  in ju ry  you ' re  a f r iad

humi l ia t ing  in  i t se l f .

i  t r  s  jus t

Yeso tha t ' s  r igh t .  Yes ,  tha t ' s  worse  than any  bod ' i1y  hu f t  you  migh t

get.  Often, the older ones of  us [would]  get  together and say, "These

young people nowdays, they just  haven' t  any idea of  what you went

th rough. "  And they '11  SdV,  " tJe l l ,  why  d id  you do  i t? "  But  what

t\l .

N:
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were you going to do? There wasn' t  anything else to do. l . l ,e just

had to  wa i t  and 1e t  th ings  change.  But  i sn ' t  i t  wonder fu l  tha t  th ings

di-d change? Just wonderful .

J :  I  want  to  ask  one more  genera l  ques t ' ion .  0n  the  who le ,  you  th ink

tha t  in  E l  Paso th ings  were  a  lo t  be t te r  o f f  than in  the  Eas t  o r  in

the North.

N: 0h yes. Probably not in the North.  However,  I  thfnk the South has

progressed a lot  faster than the North has. Now we never had any

trouble in the North unt i l  af ter  the f i rst  World War,  and there was

a b ' ig  in f lux  o f  peop le  tha t  came up- -B lack  and wh i te - - f rom the  South

at the t ime. And then we began to have more trouble.  Now, my sister

and I  were  usua l ly  the  on ly  B lacks  jn  the  schoo l "where  we went .

[When]  I  went  to  h igh  schoo l  we l i ved  ius t  ou ts ide  the  c i ty  l im i ts ,

and anybody tha t  l i ved  ou ts ide  the  l im i ts  had to  go  over  to  Eas ts ide

High School ,  which was a long way over.  So when I  went over there,  I

was the only Black student there.  Everyone was very nice and kind

to me. I  was Concert  Master in the s0hool  orchestra and then I  wrote

for the magazine. 0h, I  wrote some very lur id ser ia ls.  I  remember

one; al l  I  knew about the border was what I  had read. And I  wrote

one ser ia l  about the border.  Now I  can' t  remember what i t  was. The

k ids  wou ld  meet  me in  the  ha l ' l  and  say ,  "Drus i l la ,  what 's  go ing  to

happen nex t  month?"  When I  g raduated ,  the  Pres ident  o f  our  c lass . . .

h is  fami ly  had the  most  popu lar  founta in  pen back  in  those days .  And

he presented  me,  be fore  the  s tudent  body ,  w i th  th is  pen,  as  be ing

the  most  ou ts tand ing  wr i te r ,  dur ing  my h igh  schoo l  years .  Then I

was elected as the c lass novel  is t  for  the banquet.  I  was very com-

fortable.  Now, the on' ly th ing was, when I  graduated I  d idnrt  get  any

scho larsh ip ;  and I  needed a  scho larsh ip  so  bad ly  because my peop le
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were poor and I  d idn' t  have any money to go to col lege wjth.  They

were try ing to get me into 0ber l in,  because 0ber l in had such a qood

mus ic  schoo l .  Bu t  the  wh i te  ch i ld ren  go t  a ' l l  the  scho larsh ips .  I

wanted  to  go  to  Ober l in  very  bad lyn  bu t  I  d idn ' t  ge t  to  go .  Now,

o f  course ,  there  are  scho larsh ips  go ing  to  waste .

I t ' s  very  d i f fe ren t .

I  have a f r iend that came here to l ive f rom my hometown. Her father

djed when she was 
. l0.  

So she had to work to get through school .  She

graduated  f rom the  Un ivers i ty  o f  To ledo.  Shers  a  l i t t le  b i t  younger

than I  am,  and she went  to  0h io  S ta te  and the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Wiscons in

and got her degree. She taught in the school  there for  35 years,

and then ret i red and she went down to Mexico and l ived down in Mexico

for  near ly  four  years .  Then I  ins is ted  on  her  coming back  because,

you know, when you get older anything is l ' iable to happen to you.

I  knew I 'd have to go down and get her because she has no fami ly.

So I  insisted on her cominq back to th is country.  So she came to

E l  Paso,  and she '  been here  fo r  6  years  and loves  i t .

Mrs .  N ixon,  i f  th is  were  
.1935 

and you had a  cho ice  o f  go ing  e lsewhere ,

wou ld  you se t t le  in  E l  Paso?

Yes ,  I  be l ieve  I  wou ld .  The  on ly  th ing  i s ,  you  see ,  I  rea l l y  can ' t

say,  because my marr iage was such a good mamiage and I  was so happy,

I  wou ld  have been happy any  p lace .  But  I  love  E l  Paso.  There  isn ' t

any  p lace  in  the  wor ld  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  l i ve .  I  l ove  E l  Paso ,  and  I

always have ever s ince that f i rst  week or so that I  was here gett ing

used to  the  d i f fe rence.  But  I  do ,  I  love  E l  Paso.

What  i s  i t  tha t  you  have loved over  the  years  about  th is  c i ty?
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l, r le11, one thing, I  love the l '4exican atmosphere very much. I  studied

very  hard  to  be  rea11y  f luen t  in  Span ish ;  and I  th ink  the  Span ish  lanquage

is  beaut i fu l .  I  had  s tud ied  German and French be fore ,  and I  te l l

everybody ,  "Learn  Span ish .  I t ' s  jus t  beaut j fu l . "  0ho I  Ioved every -

thinq about i t .  You know, when I  f i rst  came here and i  l ived down

' in Second Ward, there were only about three or four Black fami l ies

down there .  I  wou ld  wake up  in  the  n iqh t  and hear  s ing ing .  I t  wou ld

be somebody's bir thday or name day or something and they'd have the

gu i ta rs  and s ing  a ' l l  these beaut i fu l  Mex ican fo iksongs .  And do  you

know what  happened? I  suppose you '1 . |  f ind  i t  on  a  c i ty  o rd inance nown

th i t  i t  was  aga ins t  the  law.  They  passed a ' law,  i t  was  aga ins t  the

law to  d is tu rb  peop le  w i th  the i r  mus ic  a t  n igh t .

I  know i t  i s .  I  a lmost  go t  a r res ted  fo r  tha t  one n igh t .  We wanted

to  s ing  fo r  Mother 's  Day .

Las Mafi 'anitas?

Las Maian i tas .  We went  a round s ing ing  to  a l l  our  mothers ,  and the

po l ice  came up and sa jd ,  "You ge t  ou t  o f  th is  ne ighborhood or  we ' re

going to have to take you ' in."

Yes. 0h, I  was so mad. I t  was so beaut i fu l  to wake up [and hear

tha t l - - jus t  beaut i fu l .  I  jus t  loved i t .  I  th ink  tha t  my husband

fe l t  the  same way because he  came here  in  l9 l0  and he  le f t  here  once.

He went up to Denver for  a week, and never lef t  th is town unt i l  I

i -ng is ted- - i t  was  about  1944.  I  sa id ,  "You 've  jus t  qo t  to  take  a

vaca t ion . "  He  d idn ' t  wan t  to  go ,  and  I  j us t  sa id ,  "The  ch i ld ren  and

I  a re  go ing  to  leave you i f  you  don ' t  go .  We ' re  oo ing  to  go  on  vaca-

t ion."  So he took two months of f  and we went East.  Ever s ' ince that,

every year fwe went on vacat ion] .  In '45 we went to Mexico Ci ty.

hle were going through Torredn and when we got off to walk up and

J :

M :
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down the plat form there whi le the t ra in was there,  someone told

us that the War had ended. They had had a big celebrat ion up here

in El  Paso. And then, we went back to New York several  t imes. Then

we took a Great Lake cruise.  The chi ldren and my husband had never

been on water before.  I  was raised on Lake Er ie and we went every

summer on the lake. But they had never been on water beforeo so I

sa id ,  "Before  we go  on  the  ocean we ' l l  go  on  the  lake . "  So we

took  a  Great  Lake tour  f rom Ch icago to  Buf fa lo ,  to  N iagara  Fa l l s  and

back. Then the next year we went to New York and got a ship and

went down. We made l3 stops through the West Indies and went as far
'  as  Venezue l  a .

J :  You never fe l  t  I  i  ke set t l  ' ing anywhere el  se?

N:  No .

M: You always came back to El  Paso.

N:  0h  yes .  You cou ldn ' t  have moved h im away f rom E l  Paso.  He loved

El  Paso,  too .

There 's  one ques t ion  I  want  to  ask  you regard ing  the  su i t  tha t  was

f i led on behal f  of  your husband. What ef fect  d id that  have on your

fami ly  l i fe?  D id  tha t  c rea te  a  s t ra in?

Wel l ,  now you see,  I  wasn ' t  mamied to  h im then.  l , l l e  d idn ' t  mamy unt i l

'  35 .

Bu t  tha t  wasn ' t  se t t l ed  un t i l  t he  '40s .

No,  i t  was  se t t led  about  ear ly '35 .  He to ld  me some o f  the  e f fec ts

of  i t .  Some of the people who had been very good fr iends qui t  speak-

ing  to  h im.  Even some o f  the  B lacks  sa id ,  "He 's  go ing  to  s t i r  up  t roub le

fo r  us . "  I  th ' ink  tha t  in  some o f  h is  bus ' iness  dea l inqs  he  was sor t

of  rebuffed. But he was a very quiet  man and sort  of  shy.  I f  he did

someth ing ,  he  jus t  went  ahead and d id  i t  w i thout  any  f lu r ry .  I f  he

M:
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set  h is  mjnd  to ' i t ,  he  went  ahead regard less  o f  what  peop le  wou ld

say- I  th ink,  by that  t ime, he had fel t  that  he was paying taxes

ius t  l i ke  anybody e lse  and i t  was  te r r ib le  no t  to  a l low h im to  vo te .

I  th ink  he  jus t  dec ided,  "Th is  i s  i t ,  whatever  happens. "  And then

he went through with i t .  He had a very wonderful  lawyer.

That comes through ' in that book that Mr. Bryson bnought.

Yes, he was a f ine man. By that t ' ime, you know, peop' le had begun to

see what was completely wrong-- that people ought to be judged as

ind iv idua ls .  And there  i t  was  aga in- - taxa t ion  w i thout  representa t ion .

They take your taxes and yet you couldn' t  select  anybody. So i t  was

jus t  t ime fo r  a  change.

Can you te11 us  a  l i t t le  b i t  about  Lord  Beres ford  and Lady  F lo?

I , r le11 ,  jus t  what  my husband to ld  me,  because he  was the i r  phys ic ian .

He was hel  RhVsic ian unt i l  she died. She l ived down there on Fourth

and St .  Vra in .  The i r  house is  s t i l l  down there .  Now,  my husband

te l l s  i t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  d i f fe ren t  than  i t  i s  i n  the  book  [abou t  them] .

Lord  Beres ford  was a  young [Eng l ishman] .  You seeo in  Eng lando

everything--al l  the property and the t i t les and everything--went to

the  o ldes t  son .  I  don ' t  know whether  i t ' s  s t i l l  t ha t  way  o r  no t .

But  the  o ldes t  son  go t  i t  a l l .  Wel l ,  then  the  younger  ch i ld ren  were

supposed to make i t  someplace out in the wor ld.  So Lord Beresford--

th is son--came to New Orleans. He was coming to the New World.  Nowo

this is the way my husband tel ls i t .  When he got to New 0r ieans,

there was a ye11ow fever epidemic and r ight  away he gets i t .  He was

in h ' is  hotel  room and no one would come near him because everyone

was a f ra id  o f  i t ,  you  know,  bu t  th is  one co lo red  g i r1 .  And she came

and she nursed him and fed him, and when he recovered he marr ied her.

Now,  I  th ink  the  way Mr .  Por te r  te l l s . i t ,  they  met  down in  Mex ico .
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There  are  qu i te  a  few d j f fe ren t  accounts  o f  th is .

Yes .  But ,  now,  th is  i s  what  she to ld  my husband.  They  had a  ranch

down here- I  knew an old pioneer here that was here before my

husband, and when we went up to Pendale he came and worked for us.

He was the f,armer around there. He said that he was here and he

used to see them when they came to town. He said they drove in a

beaut i fu l  buggy .  I  donr t  know what  k ind  o f  buggy ,  bu t  the  buggy

a l l  sh iny  w i th  love ly  horses .  They  wou ld  d r ive  in to  E l  paso f rom

th is  ranch down in  Mex ico  and s tay  here  a  wh i le .  They  had th is

house there on Fourth Street.  Then he had a ranch up in Canada,

and Mr .  Por te r  went  up  there  to  v is i t  the  fami ly - -some o f  h is  fami ' l y ' s

st i l l  on that  ranch up there--and they have a museum, Beresford

Museum, up there.  So when he came back from there,  he asked me

cou ld  he  send my husband 's  p ic tu re  up  there ;  they  wanted  h is  p ic tu re

in  the  museum because he  had been the i r  phys ic ian .  So,  she was

le f t  w i th  someth ing  because she never  worked,  and they  sa id  she

used to be very good to the peop' le in the neighborhood, especial" ly

to the people that  were needy.

I  heard  tha t  her  fu rn i tu re  and c lo thes  were  ou t  o f  th is  wor ld .

Yes ,  they  were .

01d s ty le  ve lve t  cu t  fu rn i tu re  and th ings  l i ke  th is - -gorgeous th ings .

Yes. We11, the woman that l ived across the street f rom them was a

very  good f r iend  o f  ours .  Her  husband used to  go  hunt ing ,  espec ia l l y

deer  hunt ing ,  w ' i th  my husband.  And she to ld  me- -she knew her  very

we l l - - tha t  she  was a  very  n ice  person.  Now,  I  th ink  tha t  they

probab ' l y  cons idered her  in  New 0r leans  as  a  lady  o f  the  n igh t .  Bu to

she marr ied him. Mr.  Porter came out here and asked me did I
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know her,  and I  to ld him what my husband had told me about her.  you

know, fmy husband] had another pat ient  that  I  would love to have

ta lked to .  She l i ved  in  one o f  those ho te ls  tha t ' s  a long A lameda jus t

before you get to Copia.  They're second hand stores and everything

downstairs and then there's stairways that go up. 0n the second and

th i rd  f loor  a re  rooms.  Wel1 ,  she  l i ved  in  there .  She was an  o ld

1ady ,  and he  wou ld  go  and see her ,  and I  knew she d jdn ' t  have any

money.  She was s ick  and he  was jus t  go ing  to  look  a f te r  ber ,  bu t  he

never got any pay for i t .  He used to te l l  th is to Arredondo who was

in  the  drugs tore  under  h is  o f f i ce ,  to  send her  her  med ic ine  and he ,d

be respons ib le  fo r  i t .  l ^ je11,  f ina l l y  she  go t  rea l  s ick  and he  sent

her  to  the  hosp i ta l .  He  sa id ,  l 'She  jus t  can ' t  I i ve , "  and  he  sen t

her  ou t  to  the  county  hosp i ta l .  So  he  to ld  me about  her  and he  sa id ,

"You know,  shers  French and she was f rom Par is  and she came over . "

She had studied at  the Par is Conservatory.  She must have come over

here maybe 
. |900 

or something. She was an old lady then. She was

a f ine  p ian is t ,  and about  the  on ly  th ing  she cou ld  do  was maybe

p lay  in  a  jo in t .  And th is  man,  here  in  E l  Paso owned a  b iq  jo in t

here,  some kind of  b ig inn.  Anyhow, somehow or other he met her in

New 0r leans and she came here wi th him. She told my husband that

her  fami ly  in  France was a  b i t  we l l - to -do  and b ig ,  bu t  she  never

wanted them to know what became of her,  that  she had never been in

touch w j th  them a l l  these years .

Isn ' t  tha t  in te res t ing? There  must  have been an  in te res t ing  s to ry

beh ind  tha t .

0h, i t  must have been very interest ing because she had been a very

f ine  p ian is t  a t  one  t ime,  and  there  she  was  jus t  penn i less .  Bu t  she

never wanted her people to know anything about i t .
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been veryWe1' l  ,  Mrs.  Nixon, we want

k ind  and we 've  learned a

to  thank  you very  much.  You 've

I  ot .  Thank you very much.

END OF INTERVIEt^J
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