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UTEP professor gets closer to exploring the universe 

BY RENE DELGADILLO
The Prospector

Flying to the moon and Mars are 
impossible dreams for many, but for 
Jose Hurtado, a UTEP professor of 
geological sciences, his dreams may 
come true. 

Hurtado is in the semifinal round 
to join NASA’s astronaut corps, where 
he hopes to accomplish one of his big-
gest dreams, flying and exploring the 
universe outside of our planet. 

Hurtado said that he was thrilled 
when he found out, it was a long se-
lection process and he thought his 
dream might come to an end. 

“I was surprised, I wasn’t expecting 
to make it to the semifinal round,” 
Hurtado said. “The average age that 
people get selected to be an astronaut 
is 35, and I’m 42.”

NASA’s selection process is rigor-
ous. Hurtado is among the 120 most-
qualified applicants out of 18,300. 
After the applicants travel to the 
Johnson Space Center for an inter-
view, NASA choses around 40 indi-
viduals for a second interview before 

selecting the candidates to advance 
into the finalist round. The candidates 
then go through medical and psycho-
logical tests before NASA chooses the 
Astronaut Candidate Class of 2017. 
Only eight applicants made it to grad-
uation in the 2013 class. 

The class needs to successfully com-
plete potentially years of training, 
where they will learn Russian, robot-
ics skills training and aircraft flight 
readiness training in order graduate. 
NASA will then place the graduates in 
the jobs available, and if necessary, or 
required, the graduates may travel in 
space missions.

Being an astronaut has always 
been a dream for Hurtado, and be-
coming one would mean serving 
and helping his university. 

“It is something that I’ve always 
wanted to do. I’ve always been fasci-
nated by aviation and space for as long 
as I can remember,” Hurtado said. “I 
see it as way of serving my country, 
and would like to make UTEP proud 
of me. I would like to make the uni-
versity stand out even more.”

But for some years Hurtado did not 
believe he would ever make it. His 
height and glasses would have dis-
qualified him from even being con-
sidered an applicant, but the require-
ments of NASA changed and Hurtado 
decided to pursue his dream. Unfor-
tunately, he has not been selected as 
an astronaut thus far. 

This is Hurtado’s fourth applica-
tion, and his third time being a semi-
finalist in  NASA’s selection process. 
In 2008 and 2012 he was among the 
semifinalists, but in 2004 he did not 
advance to the semifinalist round.

Hurtado has not given up in his 
dreams despite not being selected in 
the past three occasions.

“Why should I give up? It does not 
cost me anything to apply, all these 
things that I do to make me a stronger 
candidate aren’t just for that,” Hurta-
do said. “There are things I like to do 
and that I like to pursue just to make 
my life fuller.”

Without being selected by NASA, 
Hurtado has still been part of the 
NASA team. He has been a volunteer 
since 2007, and helps people who do 

get selected as a NASA astronaut with 
geological sciences training.

“Geological sciences is an impor-
tant element of being an astronaut.” 
Hurtado said. “If we go to the moon 
or to Mars, we need to know what are 
we looking at.”

For Hurtado, it is more about 
the love of his dreams and what he 
likes. He said money won’t bring 
him happiness. 

“Well I don’t think that getting paid 
is the most important thing, I’m glad 
that I can participate and contribute 
to what I like and it may help me for 
a possible selection,” Hurtado said. 
“Learning and helping outweighs get-
ting paid.” 

Former NASA astronaut and UTEP 
alumni, John Danny Olivas, said he 
has known  Hurtado for over six years 
and that he is capable of becoming 
one of the next astronauts.  

“He is a highly intelligent and 
competent scientist who has done a 
remarkable job in academia. He has 
unique experience,” Olivas said.  

Olivas was one of the references for 
Hurtado, not because of their friend-
ship, but because Olivas said that his 
colleague has impressed him since the 
day they met at NASA’s astronaut office. 

“I was very impressed by him,” 
Olivas said. “He is a person who is 
approachable, and I believe he will 
be an outstanding addition to the as-
tronaut corps.”

Professor Hurtado is also pilot who 
has flown more than 100 hours in 
single engineered planes.  

“It’s great! You feel freedom and it 
feels you can go wherever you want,” 
Hurtado said. 

Hurtado will be traveling to the 
NASA Johnson Space Center on Sept. 
14-16, where he will have interviews 
and different activities that will de-
cide if he is among the finalists. 

“I haven’t been preparing too 
much. They want to know if you 
can get along with someone in a 
long duration mission,” Hurtado 
said. “If you over prepare you are 
not being who you  have to be to 
become an astronaut.”

Hurtado said if he is not selected, 
he might apply again. 

“I’ll keep applying until they tell me 
to stop.” 

Rene Delgadillo may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.

He is a highly intelligent 
and competent 
scientist who has 
done a remarkable job 
in academia. He has 
unique experience.

- John Danny Olivas, 
Former NASA astronaut 

and UTEP alumni

PHOTO COURTESY OF NASA
UTEP professor Jose Hurtado is on NASA’s shortlist for space travel. He has potentially years of training to complete before being selected. 

9/11 MEMORIAL 
In memory of Sept. 11, a commemoration in Centennial Plaza will take place at 9 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 9. Afterwards in the Union Gal-
lery, an exhibit called “We Will Never Forget” will take place that will share the experiences of UTEP students, faculty and staff. 

INBRIEF

HISTORICAL RESEARCH PANEL
The Department of History will sponsor “From out of the Archives: Taking Historical Research into the Public Sphere” panel at from 
3-4 pm on Friday, Sept. 9 in the Liberal Arts Building, room 222 from 3-4 p.m. The panel will feature Yolanda Leyva, associate profes-
sor of history, Daniel Santana, Angelina Martinez and Jose Miguel Leyva.

CONCERT AT THE MAGOFFIN AUDITORIUM 
“Orquesta Sinfonica Esperanza Azteca” Concert at 7.p.m. on Saturday Sept. 10 at the Magoffin Auditorium in celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Month and Juan Gabriel. For more information, contact 915-533-4082 ext. 258.

STUDENT FAN BUS
The bus for UTEP vs. UT Austin football game on Saturday, Sept. 10 leaves at midnight and returns 9 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 11. Tick-
ets are $75 at the Office of Student Life, Union West, room 102, which includes a game ticket.  They accept cash and check only. 
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ALEXIS SOLANO
Junior commercial music major 
“I do, but I only get a small check back like 
a $300 check. Mainly I just save it for gas 
money for school, and that’s what I’ve been 
using it for the past four years.”

ANDREA CALLEROS
Senior media advertising major
“I do not get financial aid because my par-
ents are paying for my school. I think people 
should have an easier access to go through 
college without having to stress themselves 
with all the of  the expenses.”

IVAN GUARDADO
Freshman forensic science major
“I don’t get financial aid money back. I feel 
like it’s more difficult to be able to afford 
all the things that we need, like books and 
tuition. But with the payment system that 
UTEP has, it makes it kind of  easier.”

GISELLE HINOJOSA
Sophomore criminal justice major
“I do get financial aid money. I use it for my 
books and I help my parents since they are 
self-employed.”

STEPHANIE CORRAL
Freshman biological sciences major
“Yes, I use part of  it for school and the 
other portion I save for upcoming years just 
in case I won’t get it.”

JORGE DURAN
Senior education major
“I have financial aid, but it doesn’t cover the 
whole tuition. I believe that education should 
be free. So it sucks that I have to pay for 
the rest of  it.”

MELISSA CASAS
Freshman biological sciences major
“I don’t get financial aid, I am paying for 
school through student loans.”

JOEY TORRES
Sophomore pharmacy major
“I do receive financial aid, and at the 
moment what I do is portion it out. I get 
a specific amount that I need that week 
and put the rest in savings for any future 
emergencies that arise from school.”

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

What are your plans for any extra financial aid money you will get back? 

JOHN DE COSTE
Freshman pyschology major
“Not getting financial aid is a little difficult because 
tuition cost is expensive. The way I deal with it 
is that I’ve  been having to take out loans to 
compensate for the amount of money that I owe 
for my tuition.”

DAWN STAR BLAZER
Freshman physics major
“I do get financial aid, but it goes all straight 
to tuition.”

JOSHUA PRECIADO
Sophomore chemistry major
“I got a scholarship and I don’t get any 
money back from financial aid.”

GRISELDA GUTIERREZ
Senior graphic design major
“Sometimes I don’t get financial aid. I applied 
for it, but I still haven’t received it. When I do 
get money I use it for school and also to pay 
some of my bills and students loans.”

LARRY UKAOMA
Freshman computer science major
“I haven’t received my financial aid yet. I’m 
still struggling to grab it. I’m going to use it 
for graduate school.”

CODY CARPENTER
Graduate student in ocupational 
therapy 
“I actually don’t get any back. I use financial 
aid to qualify for loans. I just take out what I 
need and I just put that to good use toward 
studies and school.”

ANA ARGUMANIZ
Graduate student in accounting 
“I know it’s not the smartest thing to do, but 
sometimes I use it for living expenses, but 
I wouldn’t recomend it to anybody because 
it’s just adding to my student loan debt.”

CRYSTAL FINO
Junior digital media production 
major
“It was usually for bills for like my car, for 
books and phone bill.”

JAVIER DELGADO
Junior biochemistry major
“I’m getting financial aid, but I owe money to 
EPCC. My tuition is $6,000 and my financial 
aid is $5,000, so I have to pay the rest out 
of  my own pocket.”

MIREYA LOPEZ
Graduate student in social work
“I used to spend it on day care, I would 
stretch it out to about three to four 
months.”

VIVIANA QUEZADA
Freshman civil engineering major
“I did get FAFSA. I got about $1,600 back 
as a refund. I have used $700 for a laptop 
since I didn’t have one and I used $300 for 
my books.”

VICTORIA NUNEZ
Freshman nursing major
“I do not get financial aid. However, I am a 
part of  the Hazlewood Act. My tuition is paid 
for, but I have to pay for my student fees 
and books on my own.”
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SUN CITY from page 11

one be who they want to be if 
they don’t judge them,” Davie said.

Davie speaks of a communal tol-
erance, a sort of cease-fire on judge-
ment or ridicule at Ascarate Park, if 
only for the weekend. 

At times the sentiment went be-
yond tolerance and into community. 
Those in costume or decked out in 
fluorescent sunglasses did not hesi-
tate to stop each other and talk about 
their costumes. A teddy bear high-
fived two rainbow fairies. A gang of 
glowing bandits stopped in front of 
the port-a-potties to get down with 
dudes in tank tops and light-up ro-
bot helmets. 

One of the stranger sights of these 
easily made friendships involved 
people who wore gloves tipped at the 
fingers with LED lights. Someone 
would tap them and ask for a “light 
show,” to which they would agree 
and start wiggling their fingers in 
patterns in front of their faces. The 
show would end, they shared a hug, 
and then they parted, a few minutes 
of giving and receiving. 

This acceptance extends far beyond 
wardrobe. Unlike at other concerts, 

where dancing feels almost discour-
aged and attendees stand facing in the 
same direction, Sun City festival goers 
danced like it was their right. Shuf-
flers kicked up dust, head bangers 
broke their necks after a build-up and 
heavy drop and general movers and 
squirmers grooved with anyone that 
came across their paths. 

No one judges them for it —there 
would be no point. The dancers 
care so little about who’s watching 
that it’d be a waste of time to try 
and pass judgement. 

Does the presence of dancers 
equate with quality DJs and a great 
line up? Mindaugas Lapinskis, who 
played Sun City Saturday evening as 
Gardens of God, would disagree.

“Anybody can DJ,” Lapinskis said. 
“You play with sounds and give a 
good rhythm and people will dance.”

If everyone can DJ, then how is it 
that Skrillex and Kaskade are raking 
in big money to play these festivals? 
“It’s a business,” Lapinskis said. “Peo-
ple want to party and we are hired to 
play the music.”

Lapinskis has been a DJ for 12 
years. He also scores television shows 

and movies and listens to jazz and 
rock during his off time. Of the differ-
ent areas of music he is involved in, he 
finds DJing to be the easiest. 

“It’s all about vibrations,” Lapins-
kis said. It’s a simple thought, but the 
truth of it reveals a lot about EDM. 
Volume and vibrations are what EDM 
boils down to: the build up coupled 
with an increased tempo, the rise in 
intensity and the pulsing hit of the 
bass is essential to the success of a DJ. 

Even upfront and close for a no-name 
DJ can prove to be a better show than 
watching the Chainsmokers or Skril-
lex from the butt end of the crowd. A 
shirt sold by Sun City merchandisers 
summed it up in one phrase: “Live for 
the drop.” 

This was my problem before Sun 
City. EDM felt too flimsy—it didn’t 
feel like it had substance, nor insight 
into a human truth to teach me some-
thing. Certainly there was not any  
clever lyrics.

It was not until halfway through 
watching Kaskade bobbing around on 
stage gearing up for another build up, 
and the crowd begging for the drop 
that I looked around. Even if the song 
didn’t have lyrics, these people in face 
paint and glow stick glasses, either 
shirtless or just about, were in a mo-
ment nonetheless. You could see it in 
their faces. 

They forgot about their jobs, their 
impending deadlines and were lis-
tening only for the drop and Kas-
kade, on stage, was living only to give 
it to them.

It was then that I thought that may-
be EDM doesn’t have to have mean-

ing. And that meaningless is a kind 
of meaning—if only to serve as a dis-
traction from the weight of the stress 
that waits for them when it’s time to 
go home. 

If EDM is meaningless, shoot, if it’s 
all meaningless, and like the fireworks 
that popped over the stage to signal 
the end of Sun City our life is meant 
to just be burned up and used up then 
we might as well make a good show of 
it and make it pop, at the very least go 
crazy when the DJ hits the drop.

After the festival, the lights came 
on, the fairies became waitresses 
and students again, the neon ninjas 
changed back into cashiers and sons; 
and they, we, wandered back to our 
cars in a daze as if it all were a dream, 
that the place where the freak in them 
could exist was made up. In a way 
they did make it up. Ascarate Park is 
just a dirt lot, but for Labor Day week-
end it was a territory established on 
their terms, their laws. In a way, it 
was their city. 

Eric Vasquez may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com. 

No one has to pretend 
and it’s like everyone 
agrees to let everyone 
be who they want to be

- Hunter Davie
SCMF attendee 

PHOTOS COURTESY SMG EVENTS FACEBOOK PAGE
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