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B I CENTENN IAL

M:  Th is  i s  an  Qra ' l  H is to ry  in te rv iew w i th  Dr .  Eugen io  Agu i la r  o f  E l

Paso, Texas; September the 3rd,  
. |975. 

Conduct ing the interview is

Oscar Mart /nez.

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  Dr .  Agu i la r ,  cou ld  you te l l  me what  you remember  about

your  ch i ldhood?

Wel l ,  I  was born on Pera Street,  r ight  around Pera and Raynor.  Then

we moved to Frutas Street,  between Raynor and Estrel la,  one block

nor th  o f  A lameda.  That ' s  where  I  g rew up,  in  tha t  a rea .  I t  was  a

poor area.

When were you born?

I was born September 2,1924. l^ . le started l iv ing in a tenement.  In

fac t ,  I  remember  j t  was  3 l l9  Fru tas- - i t ' s  s t i l l  there .  Then we

moved to  a  house a t  3 . |25- -on1y  a  coup le  o f  houses  down.  But  tha t ' s

where  I  g rew up,  in  tha t  a rea  w i th  a l l  the  th ings  tha t  go  w i th  tha t

area. In other words,  the rai l road tracks and the old te lephone

yard over there,  Guardian Angel  Church and the school  there,  and the

SP shops on  P jedras ,  and the  ra i l road t racks .  0 f  course  we knew

that area. l , . le roamed i t  a l l  over,  up and down.

Could you te ' l l  me about your parents '  background?

My father was born in Querdtaro in Mdxico.  He was an orphan. His

mother died at  chi ldb' i r th and his father died about three months af ter

he  was born ,  so  he  had no  re la t i ves .  He was d isp laced dur ing  the

M:

A:
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n .

Revo lu t ion  and he  ended up  here  in  E l  Paso around 1916 or  
. |9 . |7 ,

at  about the age of  16 or 
. |7.  

My mother was born in Oaxaca, and

of  course ,  tha t ' s  qu i te  a  ways  down.  I t ' s  about  300 mi les  south  o f

Mdxico Ci ty.  She was brought to the Uni ted States by a fami ly that

was supposed' ly very prominent in Oaxaca in those days. I  don' t  know

i f  you ' re  in te res ted  in  the  name o f  the  fam' i1y .

Sure .

Bol f f is  Cachua was the name of the fami ly.  She came here and she

s tayed w i th  the  fami ly  fo r  a  wh i le .  Then,  as  I  unders tand i t ,  the

fami ly moved to Los Angeles,  and she stayed here.  She got a iob

and she was working for a Jewish fami ' ly  here in El  Paso. She was

the i r  nursemaid- -she took  care  o f  the  ch i ld ren .  . . .  She and my dad

met each other here and they were marr ied around 1921. My mother

was a lso  an  orphan,  so  I  had no  re la t i ves  o f  any  sor t .  I  have an

o lder  b ro ther  in  Los  Ange les- -he 's  two and a  ha l f  years  o lder  than

I  am,  and I  have a  s is te r .  She 's  about  ten  years  younger .  She 's

in  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  so  I 'm  the  on ly  one  here .  My  dad  i s  s t i l l  l i v ing .

My mother passed away many years ago.

You don ' t  have any  unc les ,  aunts?

No.  No th ing .  I t  has  i t s  advan tages .

That 's t rue!  How was your father c l ' isplaced by the Revolut ion in Mdxico?

My fa ther  has  a  very  in te res t ing  h is to ry ,  rea l l y .  He 's  about  77

r igh t  now,  and I  had h im wr i te  a  h is to ry  o f  h is  l i fe .  I t  was  very

in te res t ing ,  bu t  I  th ink  he  go t  a  l j t t l e  emot iona l .  I  th jnk  he

embe l l i shed  i t  a  l i t t l e  b i t - - tha t ' s  why  I  haven ' t  done  any th ing  w i th

i t .  He was raised by a pr iest .  He was raised by a fami ly that  gave

h im the  name o f  Agu i la r ,  because h is  o r ig ina l  name tu rned ou t  to  be
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Zalasua. l , r le had a lot  of  problems with him when he ret i red f rom the

ra i l road because he  had no  b i r th  cer t i f i ca te  o f  any  sor t .  A l l  he  had

was the crossing card that the Immigrat ion had given him. But he had

two cards,  both wi th di f ferent ages on the card.  When he ret j red

from the rai l road, he had two ages that he had to comply w' i th there,

and the Rai l road Ret i rement Board wanted some sort  of  a bir th cert i f i -

cate or a bapt ' ismal cert i f icate or someth' ing.  We had to go to Mdx' ico

and go  th rough a l l  those l i t t le  towns ou ts ide  o f  QuerJ ta ro .  The

churches were burnt  dur ing the Revolut ion and most of  the records

were  burn t .  The on ly  record  they  cou ld  f ind  was o f  th is  ch i ld  born

to the Zalasuas whose godparents were Eugenio Agui lar  and tUar{a

Sarab ia  de  Agu i la r .  So  tha t ' s  where  the  "Agu i la r "  came f rom.  0 f

course ,  my  b ro ther  s t i l I  s igns  h is  name "Agu i la r  Z . "  I ' ve  never

bothered w i th  j t  because i t ' s  too  much o f  a  hass le ,  and my dad never

changed h is  name.  He jus t  le t  i t  go ,  he  had enough t roub les  a l ready .

He was a young man with no relat ives and no at tachments of  any sort ,

and he  d id  end up  w i th  V i11a up  here  in  nor thern  Ch ihuahua.  When he

got to the border,  bejng a young l7-year-old,  he was pret ty scared

most  o f  the  t ime.  How he go t  invo lved w i th  V i l la  I  don ' t  exac t ly

remember .  I  don ' t  know i f  he  went  w i th  V i l la  vo lun tar i l y  o r  was

coerced, but when he got to the border he just  crossed j t .  I  know

that the Immigrat ion later on asked hjm how he came across to the

Unj ted  Sta tes .  He says ,  " I  jus t  wa lked across  the  br idge. "  They

sa ido  " l {ha t  do  you mean?"  He sa id ,  "Wel1 ,  there  was nobody a t  the

br idge. People used to just  cross over,  you known without any

prob lems. "  And tha t ' s  how he ended up  over  here .

M:  Has he  ta lked  about  h is  exper iences  in  the  Revo lu t ion  much?
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A: 0h, yeah. hlel l ,  he used to when we were younger,  when we were kids.

He used to  te l l  us  about  f igh t ing  the  Yaqu is  in  Sonora  w i th  the

Oiv is idn  de l  Nor te  w i th  V i l la .  [He to ld  us ]  some o f  the  th ings  tha t

went  on  w i th  V i11a up  here  in  Par ra l  and Tor reJn  and a l l  these areas .

I 'm k ind  o f  p roud o f  h im because he  was the  on ly  fe l low tha t  fought

w i th  V i l la  tha t  c rossed the  border  and was no t  a  Genera l .  He was

just  a Pr ivate.  You know, there are so many people that  fouqht wi th

V i l l a  and  they ' re  a l1  "genera les  de  d iv i s idn"  bu t  he  jus t  sa id  he  was

ius t  a  p la in  so ld ie r  and tha t  was  about  the  ex ten t  o f  i t .  I  p resume

he had a hard t ime. I  k ind of  admire him because when he came over

here  he  d idn ' t  speak  Eng l ish  and he  had no  t rdde whatsoever .  He

d idn ' t  do  any th ing .  The on ly  th ing  tha t  he  knew [was penmansh ' ip ] .

He wr i tes  beaut i fu l l y ,  h is  penmansh ip  i s  jus t  iou t  o f  th is  wor ld - -

o ld - fash ioned,  you know.  And he  can p lay  che$s .  He learned bo th

o f  them f rom th is  p r ies t  tha t  ra ised  h im.  Hers ta r ted  se l ' l i ng  records

in  a  record  shop here  on  South  E l  Paso St ree t ,  You won ' t  be l ieve

th is ,  bu t  he  learned Eng l ish  th rough a  cor respondence cou lse .  Now,

how you can learn a language throuqh a correspondence course is be-

yond men but he did learn i t .  When he got thd opportuni ty to qo into

the  SP shops as  an  apprent ice  mach in is t ,  he  took  i t .  That ' s  where  he

stayed and he became a machfn is t .

I t  sounds  l i ke  he  had  a  l o t  o f  i ncen t i ve .

He  d id .  I n  f ac t ,  I ' l l  t e l 1  you  how  fa r  t he  i ncen t i ve went.  When the

in .  And  ins team locomot ives  went  ou t  o f  usage,  the  d iese ls  came

El Paso they gave most of  the old-t imers [a choice] .  My dad was already

an  o ld - t imer .  Th is  took  p lace  a round  '62 , '64 ,  and  my dad  was  on ly

about 2 or 3 years away from ret i rement.  But they qave him the
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cho ice .  They  sa id ,  "E i ther  you go  to  schoo l  and learn  about  the

d iese ls  o r  you  can jus t  spend your  nex t  th ree  years  and you '11  be

re t i red . "  My dad 's  a t t i tude  was,  " I f  they  want  to  pay  fo r  me to

learn  abou t  the  d iese ls ,  I ' l l  go  lea rn  abou t  the  d iese ls . "  So  he

went  to  schoo l ,  and he  learned about  the  d iese ls .  Now,  o f  course ,

the way th ' ings turned out,  when the diesels came out they la id of f

hal f  the force. My dad stayed and worked four more years because

he knew how to  work  on  d iese ls ,  and o ther  mach in is ts  who d idn ' t  qo

to the djesel  school  were let  go.  I  thought that  was pret ty good

of  h im to  go  to  schoo l  tha t  la te  in  l i fe .

M:  I t  m igh t  be  good to  ge t  an  in te rv iew w i th  h im.

A:  Yeah.  I t  m ' iqh t  no t  be  a  bad idea.

M: Let me ask you about your elementary school  years.  Where did you go

to school  ?

I  went  to  Guard ' ian  Ange l  Schoo l .  The reason,  o f  course ,  was  tha t  i t

was  on ly  a  b lock  and a  ha l f  away f rom our  house.  We are  Catho l i cs .

Guardian Angel  Church was hal f  a block away from where we l ived, and

the  schoo l  was  on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  same b lock ;  so  tha t ' s  where

we went  to  schoo l .

Was  i t  an  a l l  Ch icano  schoo l?

Yeaho tha t ' s  r igh t .  Wel lo  now tha t  I  remember ,  there  was one "gr ingo"

and one "negr i to .  "

In the whol e school  ?

In  the  who le  schoo l ,  yeah.  A  fe l ]ow by  the  name o f  Har ry  Pa ine ,  and

the  neqr i to  was a  fe l low by  the  name o f  Wi l l ie  But le r .

You have a qood memory.

M:

A .

M:

A :

M:
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A:

M:

A .

Well ,  I  remember them because Harry Paine was a year behind me

and Wi l l i e  Bu t le r  was  in  my  c lass ,  bu t  he  was  co lo red .

D id  you main ta in  contac ts  w i th  these k ids?  How is  i t  tha t  you

remember their  names?

l ,Je l l ,  we a l1  g rew up together  and we used to  do  a  lo t  o f  th ings

toqether.  We roamed the streets toqether,  we went to the bal lgames

toqether,  we played basebal ' l  together.  I  remember a lot  of  the k ids

I  grew up with.  I  know a fel low by the name of Manuel Jacques. Now,

th is  Jacques fami ly  f  i ved  on  Manzana St ree t .  That ' s  the  s t ree t

that disappeared with the f reeway, Vou know. Manuel Jacques came

f rom a  la rge  fami ly .  The o lder  boy  was Dav id  Jacques,  and he  was

jus t  the  sa l t  o f  the  ear th .  In  fac t ,  a  lo t  o f  peop le  cons idered

h im a  sa in t ,  he  was such a  n ice  quy .  I  guess  he  wou ld  be  about  ten

years  o lder  than me.  He was k i l led  by  a  t ra in  on  the  ra i l road t racks

there in back of  the Church. He went to mass every dayi  he was a

rea l  good man.  He went  to  6  o 'c lock  mass .  He wa i ted  there  to  le t

a t ra in go by.  As soon as the t ra in went by,  he moved over to cross

and there was another t ra in on the other t rack.  That one caught

h im and  i t  k i l l ed  h im.  The  reason  I 'm  say ing  a ' l l  t h i s  i s  because

Gregor io Jacques and Manuel Jacques were brothers of  h js.  Manuel

was a year ahead of  me and Greqor io was in my class.  Manuel ended

up a t  For t  Levenwor th  as  an  add ic t - -no t  on ly  a  fe lon ,  bu t  an  add ic t .

Gregor io  was jus t  as  bad.  He ended uF in ,  I  th ink ,  a t  Fo lsom in

Ca l i fo rn ia .  So these are  the  two ex t remes in  tha t  one par t i cu la r  fami ly .

And we al l  qrew up together.  Now, I  remember many of  the k ids around

there.  When we grew up there were always what they used to cal l

"marj juanos" around. In those da.ys a "mari juano" was somebody to be
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M:

A :

p i t ied .  You wou ld  see h im lay ing  nex t  to  a  tenement  o r  aqa ins t  a

br ick  wa l l  o r  someth ing- - jus t  lay ing  there .  I  remember  many t imes

peop le  o r  my mother  say ing ,  "Es  un  mar i juano,  leave h im a lone. "

Everybody would just  avoid him. I t  wasn' t  the fancy type of  deal  that

i t  i s  now.

Was j t  a  tough ne ighborhood?

I t  was  pre t ty  touqh.  I t  wasn ' t  as  tough as  what  they  used to  ca l l

"E l  ba r r io  de l  d iab lo " - - I 'm  sure  you 've  heard  o f  tha t .  Tha t ' s  up

there  on  Walnu t  and Magof f in ,  In la lnu t  and Basset ,  and Myr t le ;  a round

there .  But  i t  was  a  tough ne ighborhood.  There  were  a  lo t  o f  th ings

go ing  on  tha t  weren ' t  exac t ' l y  qood.  There  were  a  lo t  o f  ex- ja i l

b i rds ,  peop le  tha t  l i ved  around tha t  a rea .  When I  was  a  k id  we used

to  s i t  ou ts ide  a t  n igh t  and I  i s ten  to  some o f  these guys  tha t  had

got ten  ou t  o f  La  Tuna s ing  the  cor r idos .  They  used to  p lay  the  qu i ta r

pret ty good and that 's where we heard these corr idos f rom La Tuna,

you know,  and a l l  o f  those.

D id  you l i ve  in  a  tenement?

Yeah.  We l i ved  in  tha t  tenement  tha t  I  ment ioned a t  3 l l9  Fru tas

for a year or two. Then we rnoved two houses over,  to 3.125 Frutas.

That 's  where  we l i ved  s ince  I  was  about  6 -vears -o ld  un t i l  l94 l  when

I  was  
, |7 .

That ' s  where  you qrew up.

Yeah ,  r ' i gh t .

I,rjas it a house?

It  was a duplex and we rented i t .

The teachers that  you had in elementary school--wbre they Anglo?

l , . |e l1,  yes and no. In other words,  the Guardian Angel  School  was run

by the sisters of  Loret to,  and we had some Sjsters that  were Anqlo.
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M .

n .

But there were two sisters and one of  them I  st i l l  see. Her name

was S is te r  Mar t i l l ana  and she 's  f rom New Mex ' i coo  f rom Bernad i l lo .

In  fac t ,  she  was here  las t  year  and we saw her .  She looked the  same.

But  anyway,  she was a  s js te r  o f  Lore t to ,  bu t  she  was Span ish-speak ing

from New Mexico. The others were al1 Ang1o. There were some 
' lay-

teachers.  One of  them i  s a Mrs.  0rozco. She taught me when I  was

in  f j rs t  g rade and she 's  a  pa t ien t  o f  m ine .  They  l i ve  up  there  by

Our Lady Guadalupe Church. I  remember also a teacher by the name of

So l i ( ,  her  las t  name was So l {s ,  and they  used to  have a  funera l  home

at the corner of  Frutas and Raynor.  They moved and lef t  town, but

she was another of  our teachers at  that  t ime.

So you had some Span ish-speak inq  teachers ,  too?

Yeah,  yeah.  0 f  course ,  I  learned Span ish  a t  home,  and we learned

Eng l ish  in  schoo l .  I  don ' t  agree  w i th  the  modern  day  ph i losophy.  To

f ie ,  I  s t i l l  th ink  tha t  when we ' re  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  we shouJd learn

Eng ' l i sh ,  because  tha t ' i s  the  language  tha t ' s  go ing  to  se rve  us  in

qood s tead.  That ' s  the  lanQuage tha t  we need,  tha t ' s  the  languaqe

o f  bus iness ,  tha t ' s  the  lanouage  o f  ou r  da i l y  l i f e  and  our  mak ing  a

l i v inq .  I  th ink  tha t  Span ish  shou ld  be  taught  by  the  parents  a t  home.

Now,  I  know what  the  ob jec t ions  are .  F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  there  are  a  lo t

o f  paren ts  who don ' t  know Span ish .  l , le l l ,  f ine ,  I  know tha t .  Then,

o f  course ,  Vou ' re  ta l k ing  abou t  a  d i f fe ren t  s i tua t ion .  Bu t  in  our

case, for  example,  my mother never learned Engl ish;  she always spoke

Span ish .  My dad spoke Span ish  and learned Eng l ish  th rough a  cor res-

pondence schoo l .  He d jdn ' t  speak  i t  very  we l l ,  bu t  he  used to  speak

i , t  a l l  the t ime. I l le used to get a Spanish newspaper and we used to

get magazines from Ju{rez. I^le used to get a Continental way back
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there many years ago. He would bring magazi

9

nes  such  as  Sucesos  and

some o f  these o ld  Mex ican rnagaz ines .  He had- - I  wou ld  ca l l  i t  a

l i b ra ry ,  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  rea l l y  a ' l i b ra ry  in  tha t  he  d idn ' t  have  a

formal  bookshe l f  w i th  books i  bu t  he  had a  lo t  o f  books .  My dad loved

to  read- -he  s t i l l  does .  In  fac t ,  those books  f rom the  Governor ,

he 's  go t  them because he 's  read ing  them.  But ,  by  the  age o f  twe lve  I

had read a l l  the  books  o f  A le jandro  Dumas l i ke  the  Three Musketeers ,

Vginle- afr'os dgspu6s, El y:ecp!-dg de la Babelola, and all of those. I

had a l ready  read them in  Span ish .  I  mean the  good Span ish .  So I

learned Span ish  a t  home f rom ta lk ing  to  my mother ;  I  learned Span ish

at home from reading El Contln_ental; I learned Spanish at home from

read inq  the  books ,  las  nove las ,  tha t  my dad used to  have.  In  fac t ,

dur ing l , lor ld l^ lar  I I - -and I  remember th is very v iv id ly-- I  used to be

on Ok jnawa.  I  wou ld  wr i te  home and I  wou ld  ge t  the  le t te r  back  on

the next mai l  f rom my dad wjth al l  the correct ions of  where I  missed

an accent  and th js  type  o f  th ' ing .  But ,  o f  course ,  I  was  lucky  tha t

they  taught  me Span jsh  because I  learned i t  the  r igh t  way .

How much educat ion did your parents have?

My mother  had uery  l i t t le .  She cou ld  bare ly  wr i te .  She cou ld  s ign

her name and I  remember that  her s ignature was very shaky. She never

went to school  f rom what I  understood. My dad went to school  about

four  years .  Every th inq  e lse  he  learned,  he  learned f rom th is  p r ies t

in Queri taro.

Tha t rs  where  he  go t  h is  in f luence ,  then ,  abou t  educa t ion .

Yes .  And tha t ' s  where  he  learned h is  penmansh ip  and how to  wr i te .

In  schoo l ,  were  you proh ib j ted  f rom speak jnq  Span ish  on  the  schoo l

grounds ?
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Yes ,  r igh t .

Were  you pun jshed i f  you  d id?

We11,  no ,  no t  necessar i . l y  pun ished.  I  mean,  we never  go t  spanked or

s tood in  the  corner  o r  any th ing ' l i ke  tha t .  i t  was  ius t  tha t  we weren ' t

a l lowed to  speak  Span ish .  I f  we spoke Span ish  we might  have to  s tay

a f te r  schoo l  and wr i te  someth ing  in  Eng ' l i sh .  I  s t i l l  make a  lo t  o f

mis takes  in  my pronunc ia t ion  even now.  Th is  i s  par t  o f  the  prob lem,

l i ke  w i th  ry .  k jds .  My  k ids  speak  exce l len t  Eng ' l i sh  and  the i r  Span ish

has  su f fe red  a  l i t t le  b i t .  We t ry  to  speak  Span ish  a t  home and I  qe t

books  and magaz ines  and newspapers  a t  home in  Span ish ,  bu t  they  don ' t

read them as  much as  they  shou ld .  I  don ' t  know i f  i t ' s  because they ' re

jus t  no t  in te res ted  or  they 've  go t  o ther  in te res ts  tha t  take  up  more

of  the i r  t ime.  When I  went  to  schoo l r  ohce you s tepped ins ide  tha t

f ron t  door  o f  the  schoo l ,  a l1  you  spoke  was  Eng l i sh .  I  l i ke  i t

because,  fo r  example ,  fo r  the  Ang lo  i t  doesn ' t  make any  d j f fe rence.

For  the  Span ish-speak ing  k ids  who are  f ,py jng  to  learn  Eng ' l i sh ,  we l l ,

tha t ' s  the  p lace  to  learn  i t .  They ' re  no t  go ing  to  go  home to  the i r

mothers and fathers who may or may not speak Engl ish and try to learn

' i t  at  home. Then as soon as we went out and went home, when we qot

home qy  mother  d idn ' t  speak  Eng l ish  so  we s ta r ted  speak ing  Span ' i sh  a l l

the  t ime.

Were  your  paren ts  in  aqreement  w i th  the  po l i cy  o f  the  schoo l ,  a l l

Eng l  i sh?

0h yes ,  de f in i te ' l y .  My dad lvas  very ,  very  s t r i c t .  He d idn ' t  be l  ieve

in  any  len iency  a t  a l l  because he  was brought  up  in  a  very ,  very  s t r i c t

env i ronment ;  and he  was very  s t r i c t  w i th  us .  Boy ,  he  was tough.  He

was tough on us and I  remember he was also tough on my mother.
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Was elementary school  a pleasant exper ience for you?

I t  was  very  p leasant .  I t  was  no t  unp leasant  a t  a l l .  I  en ioyed j t .

I  had  a  lo t  o f  fun  because we learned th ings  and we had a  lo t  o f

ac t iv i t ies .  Ac tua11y,  I  th ink  tha t  our  who le  l i fe  centered  around our

church  and our  schoo l .  I  used to  a lso  be ' in  p lays  when I  was  in

grammar school .  We were obl igated to come out in school  p ' lays.  Our

las t  year in  g rammar  schoo l  we pu t  on  th is  b ig  p roduc t ion  "The Va11ey

of  the  Mohawks" ;  you  know,  Ind ians  and the  who le  b i t .  I  d idn ' t  want

to  be ' in  the  p lay  and the  S is te r  Super io r  dec ided tha t  I  was  go ing  to

play the lead role and I  had to s ing.  My brother--we were in the same

c lass- -he 's  the  guy  tha t  had the  vo ice .  He knew he had the  vo ice

and hgwanted to  s ing .  So,  anyway,  I  ended up  do ' ing  the  s inq inq  and

sang the  Ind ian  love-ca l l  and a l l  th is  sor t  o f  s tu f f .  Bu t ,  there  was

a lo t  o f  tha t  type  o f  ac t i v i t y .  A f te rwards ,  when I  was  in  h igh  schoo l ,

a t  n igh t  there  was a  group o f  peop le .  You cou ld  ca l l  them amateurs

because we never got pa' id.  But Guardian Angel  was the center of  cul ture

many,many years ago. l^ le used to have two groups putt ing on p]ays--

dramas and operet tas--and I  mean they were great.  They were rea11y

good shows.  The Guard ian  Anqe l  Theater - - I  don ' t  know whether  i t  sea ts

1 ,000 peop le  o r  900 peop le  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t - -wou ld  be  f i l l ed

every t ' ime one of  these plays was put on. We used to get reviews in

El  Cont inenta]  on a Monday af ter  a Sunday play.  We were so good that

I  remember we went to Albuquerque to put on p1ays, we went down to

Chihuahua. In the old Zaragosa Theater in Jua'rez we used to put on

these p1ays .

Th is  was when you were  in  h ' igh  schoo l?

When I  was  jn  h igh  schoo l ;  bu t  I  was  one o f  the  youngest  ones  in  the

M:

A :
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qroup. There were older people.  We had a fe l low by the name of

Mr.  Eustacio tutacr{s.  He's dead now, but he was the director and he was

a tremendous director.  Now, ta lk ing about operet tas,  we put on

Carmen,  CaLe l Ie t ia  rus t i cana,  E l  so ldado de  choco la te - -The Choco la te

Soldier--  and al l  of  these p1ays. Some of them were put on by"el

Profesor"Rechy. Did you ever hear of  h im, Roberto Rechy? He was the

father of  Ivan Rechy, who's the bal l  p layer who now works for  the

Popu lar .  Wel l ,  h is  fa ther  was"e l  Pro fesor "Rechy  and he  was a  p iano

teacher .  He wou ld  pu t  on  these opere t tas  and he  was qu i te  a  man,

I ' l l  te l l  you .  The on ' l y  th ing  wrong w i th  h im- -he  swore  and cursed

l i ke  nobody 's  bus iness ,  bu t  he  knew h is  mus ic .  I  remember  a  coup le  o f

the plays that were put on were combined between Mr.  Eustacio tqu. t ,

d j rec t inq  the  ac t ing  par t  o f  i t  and"e l  Pro fesor "Rechy  d i rec t jnq  the

music.  We put some on at  L iberty Ha11 and they were under the

sponsorsh ip  o f  the  assoc ia t ion  in  those days  ca l led  "La  Buena Prensa. "

Nowo there was also the group from San Ignat ius.  There was another

group there  who used to  pu t  these p lays  on .  And a lso ,  Mr .  Ve la rde ,

Al  Velarde, who passed away. He used to put on p1ays, too.  They

were good. A couple of  t imes we al1 got together and put on these

plays.  Now, which br ings me to something else.  About three years

ago my w' i fe got invi ted by the Madrinas del  Teatro de los Pobres for

us  to  qo  to  a  p lay  here  a t  the  Fes t iva l  Theater .  I t ' s  a  b i l ingua l

theater .  We went ,  and,  o f  course ,  I  saw the  p1ay .  We11,  le t  me

back up. I  th jnk that  I  came out,  I  would say,  in somewhere between

40 to  50  p lays .  Now,  I 'm ta lk ' inq  about  d ramas,  comedies ,  sa ine tes .

You know what  a  sa ' ine tg  i s ,  don ' t  you?

No.
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A:  A  sa ine te  i s  a  shor t  comedy;  i t ' s  no t  a  th ree-ac t  comedy.  I t ' s ,  Sdy ,

a one-act  or a two-act  comedy that 's designed to make you ro11 in

the  a is les .  And they  rea l1y  work .  Anyway,  we went  to  th is  th inq .

I 'm no t  t ry ing  to  b low my horn ,  bu t  I  cons ider  myse l f  a  conno isseur

o f  p lays  in  Span ish .  In  fac t ,  some pat ien ts  o f  mine ,  the  Sf fo r i tas

l4ue lao  who have l i ved  around Guard ian  Ange l  a l l  the i r  f  i fe - - they

s t i l l  l j ve  there- - [ to ld  me]  the  o ther  day ,  "4Se acuerda,  doc tor ,

cuando sa l i Jen  E l  bur ro  co- r to?"  That  was the  t i t le  o f  the  sa ing te- -

El  burro col to.  I  said,  "Sure I  remember."  Anywayn we used to have

a lot  of  fun.  We went to th is Teatro de los Pobres,  and they were

ter r ib le .  I  mean they  were  rea l l y  te r r ib le .  In  fac t ,  they  had a

g i r l  there  tha t  cou ldn ' t  speak  Span ish ,  she  was so  te r r ib le .  She

spoke Span ish  I  i ke  th is :  "Es  hab lar  us ted  poqu i to  poru i "  ; r i th  an

Anq lo  accent l  and tha t  type  o f  th ing .  To  meo tha t  was  jus t  homib le .

Anyway, after the play, you know RenJ o{az who used to own the

Bamel Houses? nenJOr{z ana his wi fe Reva Di(z--her maiden name

was Lizarrsa f rom the Lizarrqas in Ju{rez-- they had a l i t t le party

a t  the i r  house a f te r  the  p1ay .  A  lo t  o f  peop le  went  to  the  par ty ;

fo r  exampleo  Pancho sa las-Por ras  and P ip ina  sa las-Por ras- -Josef ina

[Acevedo de] Sa]as-Porras.  You know them?

The fami ly of  the gir l  who became a beauty queen local ly?

Yes.  They ' re  the  parents  o f  the  present  Sun Queen- -Mar ta  Sa las-Por ras .

Anyway, we went over there and we had this party; and then one of

them comes up  to  me and he  sayso "What  d id  you th ink  o f  the  p lay?"

I 'm t ry ing  to  make a  po in t ,  huh? I  sa id ,  "Do you rea11y want  me to

te11 you?"  He sa ido  "Yes . "  So I  to ld  h im tha t  they  were  lousy .  Boy ,

that iust  spread a damper on the whole party because they al1 thought

they  were  qrea t  and I  d idn ' t ;  I  thouqht  they  were  lousy .  But  I

M:
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wasnr t  be inq  c r i t i ca l ,  because  I  to ld  Jose f ina  Sa las -Por ras ,  "Look ,

I  w i l l  be  g lad  to  he lp  these  k ids ,  I  w i l l  be  g lad  to  qe t  a  coup le

o f  o ther  peop le  tha t  I  know to  he lp  them.  I  w i l l  be  g lad  to  go  down

to  Guard ' ian  Ange l  to  the  ha11,  to  the  theater ,  and ge t  a l l  the  te lon .e :

down there . "  I  be t  you  they ' re  ga ther ing  dus t ,  a l l  these th ings ;

and I  w i l l  be  g lad  to  qe t  them and he lp  them f i x  a l l  o f  these th ings

up. Now, a fe l low by the name of Josd nomiTgu"r,  Joe Domi 'nguez used

to  come out  in  these p1ays .  He 's  o lder  than I  am and tha t  t ime he  used

to  p lay  the  hero  a l l  the  t ime.  He 's  a  very  good look ing  man- -or  he

was.  Anyway,  he 's  been here .  He had an  a t tack ,  he  wa lks  w i th  a

c ru tch  and  a l l  th i s  and  a l l  tha t .  He  has  a l l  the  p lays ' in  Span ish

that th is Mr.  tu lu. iu,  used to own, and they're t remendous p1ays. Like

I  say ,  they ' re  ser ious  dramas,  comedies  and sa ine tes- -a l l  k inds .  One

of  h is  dauqhters  go t  invo lved w i th  th ' i s  Teat ro  de  los  Pobres  and he

to ld  her  tha t  he  wou ld  be  q lad  to  g ive  them a l l  o f  these p lays  so

tha t  they  cou ld  pu t  them on.  We11,  she to ld  whoever  was in  charge,

and ,  o f  courseo  he  sa id ,  " [ , l e l l ,  we  don ' t  wan t  those  o1d  p ' lays . "  Bu t

these o1d plays are t remendous plays.  Somebody should qet those

p lays  and dup l ica te  them before  they ' re  los t ,  because these are  p lays

[ tha t  a re ]  o r ig ' ina11y  f rom Spa ' in - -a lmost  a l  I  o f  them--and they ' re

tremendous. At UTEP they used to have a book in one of  the Spanish

cou rses- -Lecturas .  One of  the stor ies ' in there was

"Las  codorn izas"  and "E l  sombrero  de  t res  p icos . "  "Las  codorn izas"

is  a  p ' lay  tha t  has  been pu t  on  by  the  Teat ro  de  los  Pobres .  Wel l ,

he  has  a l l  o f  these over  there .  He 's  qo t  some over  there  tha t  a re

even be t te r  than tha t .  I  k jnd  o f  ha te  to  see these th ings  d ie ,  be-

cause these thinqs are just  t remendous dramas and comedies that should

be  made ava i lab le  to  these  k ids .
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M: Wel l ,  maybe we can amange for him to contr ibute these th ' inqs to

the  l ib ra ry  a t  IJTEP.

A: I  th jnk that  he may not give them away because he doesn' t  want them

los t ;  I  th ink  he  fee ls  towards  these th ings  l i ke  I  do .  I  love  these

th inqs .  But  they  can be  dup l ica ted .  These k ids  tha t  come out  fn

these plays now-days-- i t 's  very commendable that  they come out in

p lays ;  i t ' s  very  commendab le  tha t  these are  in  Span ' i sh ,  bu t  they  need

a lo t  o f  gu idance.  You cannot  take  a  p lay  l i ke  they  d id ,  an  Amer ican

p lay ,  and t rans la te  i t  d i rec t l y  in to  Span ish  and expec t  a  success

l i ke  i t  was  in  Enq l ish .  See? Now,  I  may be  wronq and I  may be  way

o f f  i n  le f t  f i e ld ,  bu t  I  canno t  see  i t .

M:  I t ' s  a  b io  p rob lem.

A:  I  know i t ,  I  know i t .

M: Let me qet back to your school  years.  Is that  the only elementary

school  that  you went to--Guardian Anqel  ?

A: Yes. There were only seven qrades then--you got out in seventh

grade,  o r  e igh th  g rade.

hlhere did you qo to the eighth grade?

We11,  in  those days  a1 l  schoo ls  had seven grades .  Then your  e igh th

srade became the  h iqh  schoo l .  I  was  d i f fe ren t ia t ing  tha t  now there 's

an eiqhth qrade in grammar school .  In those days there were iust

seven qrades. Then I  went to Cathedral ;  I  spent four years at

Cathedral  .

Bo th  a t  Guard ian  Ange l  and a t  Cathedra lo  o f  course ,  you  had to  pay

tu i  t i  on  .

R i  gh t .

How did you manage to do that?
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A: We11,  in  Guard ian  Anqe l ,  my parents  pa id  i t .  I  don ' t  remember

what  the  tu i t ion  was a t  Guard ian  Anqe l .  I  know i t  wasn ' t  much be-

cause there  wasn ' t  much money in  those days ,  bu t  i t  was  a  b ig  schoo l .

I  would say they had over 600 or 700 students.  The average person

over there didn' t  have that much money. Now, when I  went to Cathedral

i t  was $4.00 a month and I  used to work wi th th ' is  NYA project  water ing

the  p lan ts .  When I  go t  tha t  NYA check ,  I  wou ld  jus t  s ign  i t  and

q ive  i t  to  Bro ther ,  and tha t  pa id  my tu i t ion .  So I  know tha t  the

tu i t jon  when I  s ta r ted  was $4 .00  a  month .  I  wou ld  guess  tha t  p robab ly

they  had a  $2 .00  charqe per  month  per  ch i ld  in  the  grammar  schoo l ,

o r  maybe a  $S.00 a  month  fo r  the  fami ly ,  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .

l , t las that  the f i rst  job that you had--wi th the Nat ional  Youth

Admi n i  strat i  on ?

No.  We l l ,  o f  course ,  i f  you ' re  qo ' ing  to  say  "a  job"  i t  depends  on

whether  you ' re  ta lk ing  about  a  regu la r  job  w i th  a  Soc ia l  Secur i ty

number  and the  who le  th ing ,  o r  jus t  someth jng  to  he lp  you ou t .

Wel l ,  any  work  tha t  p rov ided you pay .

I  worked  he lp ing  de l i ve r  m j l k .  The  f i r s t  j ob  tha t  I  had  was  dur inq

the  schoo l  year ,  when th is  guy  wou ld  p ick  me up about  6 :30  fn  the

morn ing  and he  wou ld  a l ready  have the  t ruck  loaded w ' i th  mi lk .  We

used to  go  de l i ver  the  San Anton io  Da i ry  Mi lk .  That  San Anton io

Da i ry  was the  Nt 'vars ' .  Now,  jus t  as  an  as jde ,  I  know the  who le

NJvar  c lan  because we a l l  q rew up a t  Guard ian  Ange l  together .  R igh t

now there are three generat ions of  Nf,vars-- the or iq inal  o1d gent leman

and Mrs.  Nd'var passed away some years aqo. Al l  the other Nf,vars--

I  d idn ' t  know the  o ldes t  one who 's  Lu is - -bu t  Mike  and tomis  and Juan

Manue l ,  a l l  o f  them are  contemporar ies  o f  mine .  Now,  the i r  ch i ld ren

are  a l ready  mar r ied  w i th  ch j ld ren ,  so  I  know a l ' l  o f  tha t  g roup,  see?

M:
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The old people were the owners of  the San Antonio Dairy,  and that

became Farmers  Da i ry .  That ' s  the  f i rs t  job  I  had- -de l i ver ing  tha t

mi lk.  Af terwards, in the summert ' ime I  worked with a fe l ' low by the

name of Tony Corona who used to work for  Pr jcers,  dhd I  would help

h im de l i ver  mi lk .  Th is  was a  horse  o f  a  d i f fe ren t  co lo r ,  because

he 'd  ge t  me up about  4 :00  in  the  morn ing  and we 'd  d r jve  up  to  P iedras

in  back  o f  Pr ice 's  p lan t  over  here ,  and load the  t ruck .  I  remember

we used to  de l i ver  a l l  a round Whi te  0aks  Avenue and end up  a t  the

Standard  Oi l  Ref inery .  Then I 'd  come in .  That  was  in  the  summer t jme.

What other jobs did you have up unt i l  the t ime that you qraduated

f rom h igh  schoo ' l?

Wel l ,  I  don ' t  rea l l y  remember ,  to  be  hones t .

These were the main ones?

These were  the  main  ones .  I ' l l  te11  you one th ing- -and I  jus t  thought

of  th is.  The atmosphere of  Guardian Anqel  School  and that barr io

or that  area around Frutas and Copia and Alameda to Cathedral  HiEh

School on North Stanton in those days was a completely di f ferent wor ld.

I  had never seen a swimmino pool  unt i l  I  walked into the basement of

Cathedra l  H ' igh  Schoo l ,  wh ich  was the  o ld  Catho l i c  Communi ty  Center .

That was the f i rst  t ime I  had seen a swimming pool .  I  had never seen

[one],  not  even the old one at  l , r lashington Park.  I  remember I  d idn' t

even know how to swim, but that  was the f j rst  t ime I  had seen a

swimming poo1.  A lso ,  tha t  was  the  f i rs t  t ime I  had been th rown in to

contac t  w i th  Ang los .  I t  was  a  l i t t le  hard  because I  had no  Ang lo

f r jends .  I  guess  tha t  i t  wasn ' t  un t i l  I  g raduated  f rom h igh  schoo l

that I  could consider one or two of  my Ang, lo c lassmates as f r iends.

t l lhy was i t  hard to make fr iends with the Anslos there?
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A: I  th ink that  i t  was probably for  two reasons. Now that I  look back

on  i t ,  I  th ink  they  were  a  l i t t l e  c lann ish  in  the  f i r s t  p1ace .  Mos t

o f  them--now,  I 'm ta lk ing  about  a  Catho l i c  g roup because most  o f  the

students at  Cathedral  were Cathol ic--grew up around 5t .  Patr icks

Churcho around Cathedra l  H iqh  Schoo l ,  up  around Kern  P lace ,  and up

in  th is  a rea .  In  those days ,  there  were  no  Mex ican peop ' le  l i v ino  up

here;  there might have been about one or two. I  can give you an

example--Judge Robert  Galv/n.  He was born and raised up here on

Nevada St ree t .  He speaks  exce l len t  Enq l ish ,  bu t  we cons idered h im

more  o f  a  "g r ingo"  than a  "mex icano"  in  those days .  He wou ld  never

go around with the"mexicanos" in those days. But he had a very good

rappor t  w i th  the  Anq los  a t  Cathedra l  H igh  Schoo l .  The reason he  had

i t  was because he grew up with them, so i t  was natural  for  h im to have

that rapport .  I  never real  1y got to know him or consider Judge

Galv/n a f r iend of  mine unt i l  af ter  l r /or ld l , , lar  l l - -af ter  he was an

attorney and I  was a dent ist .  He remembered me from high school ,  but

jn  h igh  schoo l  we cou ld  have passed each o ther  in  the  ha l l  and he

wou ldn ' t  have sa id  "H i "  to  me because we weren ' t  tha t  c lose .  Wi th

the  Ang lo  s tudents  i t  was  jus t  the  same th ing- - I  never  knew them.  I

never  rea i l y  d id .  The o ther  th ing  tha t  you  have to  rea l i ze  i s  tha t

Cathedra l  H igh  Schoo l ,  be ing  a  Catho l i c  h iqh  schoo l ,  wou ld  ge t  so

many kids f rom Guard' ian Angel  that  would move to Cathedral ,  so manv

k ids  f rom Sacred Hear t "  f rom St .  Ignat ius , f rom San Jav ie r ,  o r  Ho ly

Family,  or  where have you, and so they tended to gravi tate to those

they  knew f rom the i r  o ld  schoo l .  I t  wasn ' t  un t i l  la te r  on  tha t  you

made other f r iends. But i t  was easier to make fr iends with the other

Mexican boys than to make fr iends with the Anglos.
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M: Rough lyo  what  was the  e thn ic  sp l i t  be tween Ang los  and Mex icans  a t

Cathedral  [at  that  t ime]?

A: I  would say f rom 60 to 75 [%] Anglo.  We were def in i te ly a minor i ty.

M: Did most k ids who graduated from your grammar school  go on to high

school  ?

A:  No.  I  wou ld  say  tha t  p robab ly  about  ha l f  o f  them d id  no t  go  to

h igh  schoo l .  I  wou ld  say  tha t  maybe l0% or  15% o f  tha t  5 !F  tha t ' s  le f t

went to Cathedral ,  and the rest  of  them went to Bowie.  But I  would

say that fu1ly 50% of them never went to high school .

M: From your high school  years that  you remember,  then, there wasn' t

much mix jng  be tween the  Anq los  and the  Mex ican s tudents?

A: Not f rom the Mexican students f rom South El  Paso or East El  Paso.

In  o ther  words ,  I 'm mak ing  the  c la r i f i ca t ion  here ,  l i ke  w i th  Rober t

Galv/n. I remember Robert Galvair had a brother who was a year behind

me in  schoo l  a t  Cathedra l  .  He d ied  wh i le  he  was in  h igh  schoo l .

M: Were the Anqlos there at  Cathedral  t reated any di f ferent ly than

the  Mex icans?

No,  no t  rea11y ;  except  in  a th le t i cs .  0 f  course ,  now we ' re  ge t t ing

in to  persona l i t ies .  You 've  heard  o f  Bob Carson,  Rober t  Carson?

I 've  heard  the  name.

He 's  in  the  E l  Paso Ha l l  o f  Fame.  He d ied  about  s ix ,  seven months

ago.  He was a  wonder fu l  man,  bu t  he  had de f jn i te  favor i tes .  He

played favor i tes.  I f  you were an Anglo and you went out for  foot-

bal l  at  Cathedral ,  you were going to get to play whether you were

good or not good. I f  you were a Mexican and you went out for  foot-

ba l l ,  he  e i ther  had to  l i ke  you or  you had to  be  an  except iona l

footbal ' l  p layer to stay on that team. Consequent ly,  i f  you take the

annuals f rom Cathedral  for  those years,  Vou would see very few
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Mexican foo tba l l  p layers  a t  Cathedra l .  I t  wasn ' t  the  Bro thers  and

i t  wasn ' t  the  schoo l - - i t  was  h im.  Ye t ,  he  was  a  n ice  man in  tha t  he

d idn ' t  go  ou t  o f  h is  way to  be  ug ly ;  bu t  tha t ' s  jus t  the  way i t  was .

M:  Some peop le  wou ld  po in t  ou t  tha t  Ang los  are  b igger  phys ica l l y ,  and

th is  i s  one major  reason tha t  there  wou ld  be  less  Mex icans  on  the

footbal  I  team.

A:  I t  cou ld  beo  i t  cou ld  be .  0 f  coursen  I ' d  have  to  jus t  j udge  i t  on  my

own exper ience, and most of  the Anqlos were bigger than some of us were.

They were bigger.

But f rom what you recal '1,  there was a def in i te preference on his part

toward  Ang los  in  mak ing  cho ices  about  a th le t i cs?

Very def in i te ly.  In other words,  i f  you wene to ask me whether Mr.

Bob Carson d isc r im ina ted  be tween the  Anq los  and the  Mex icans  I  wou ld

say "Yes "  def  i  n i  te ' ly .

Is that  a common opinion with others who were at  Cathedral  at  that

t ime?

I  th ink  so .  0 f  course ,  Vou a lso  have to  look  a t  i t  in  those days .

Now,  I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t  the  years '38 ,  ' 39 ,  ' 40  and  '41 ; '38  to  ' 42

ac tua11y.  What  I 'm th ink ing  o f  i s  the  fac t  tha t  they  were  years  when

he gave ou t  seven or  e igh t  le t te rs  a  year  fo r  foo tba l l .  Now,  the  team

is  e leven.  Soo you 've  go t  to  s top  and say ,  " l r ' l e l l ,  why?"  And you

sdy ,  "Wel l ,  maybe they  jus t  d idn ' t  have the  nroney  to  g ive  a  le t te r  o r

a sweater,"  which was the biq deal  in those days; they gave sweaters.

I t  cou ld  be ,  i t  cou ld  be .  Those were  t igh t  years ,  bu t  I  can  g ive

a very good example.  One of  my brothers- in- law was a t remendous foot-

ba l l  p layer .  H is  name is  Rudy Va lenzue la .  He p layed th ree  years

for Cathedral  as a start inq quard and got one let ter  af ter  three years '

p l  ay .
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M:  Le t  me back t rack  jus t  a  minu te  here  and ask  you about  reco l lec t ions

that you might have about the Depression fn El  Paso as you were

gnowing up- What do you remember about that?

A:  The f i rs t  th ing  I  remember  [ i s ]  my dad ge t t ing  la id  o f f  f rom the  ra i l -

road because that went str ict ly on senior i ty.  They had a senior i ty

l j s t  fo r  appren t ' i ces ,  a  sen io r i t y  l j s t  fo r  he lpers ,  a  sen io r i t y  l i s t

fo r  mach in is ts ,  a  sen io r i t y  l i s t  fo r  pa in te rs ,  and  a  sen io r i t y  f i s t

for  boj ler  makers.  They wou' ld start  f rom the bottom and lay them off .

I  remember my dad was alway: be' ing la id of f .  I  remember we had a

compadre, in fact ,  my godfather--my father 's compadre, Don Lujs

Va lenc ia  who used to  l i ve  on  R ivera  St ree t .  He had a  lo t  more  sen io r i t y

than my dad, and he was n,ever la id of f  dur ing the Depression years.

The reason I  ment ion him is because we used to get th is meat--cans of

meat.  When you opened them up there was meat and water.  I t  wasn' t

soup,  i t  was  jus t  p la in  water ,  and there  was some s t r ingy  meat  in  i t ,

chunks  o f  s t r ingy  meat .  That ' s  a l l  we used to  ge t  dur inq  the  De-

press ion .  I  remember  tha t  my padr ino ,  Mr .  Va lenc iao  s ince  he  was

work ing ,  wou ld  go  and buy  Carnat ion  mj lk ,  and he  wou ld  g ive  my dad so

many cans  o f  Carnat ' ion- -say ,  f i ve  cans  o f  Carnat ion- - fo r  l5  o f  th is

str ingy meat,  see? The reason we used to get the Carnat ion mi lk is

because my s is te r  was  born  in  1934,  and so  '35  and '36  were  the  tough

t imes.  That ' s  how we used to  ge t  the  mi lk  fo r  my s is te r ,  who was a

baby at  that  t ime. But I  remember that  str ingy meat,  I ' l l  never for-

ge t  i t .  There  was no th ing  bu t  water  in  the  can.  So,  those th inqs  I

remember.  I  remember my dad workinq at  var ious places. He worked

with the WPA making Scenic Dr ive and f ix ing that road. I  remember we
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had some fr iends by the name of Valdiv iez who l ived on El  Paso

Dr ive-  There 's  s t i l l  some around.  Max Va ld iv iez  used to  be  the

gardner for  Harry L.  Hussmann. Now, Harry L.  Hussmann used to own

the Hussmann Hote l .  I f  I 'm no t  mis taken,  he 's  the  grandfa ther  o f  Tom

Hussmann who used to be with the Southwest Nat ional  Bank and is now

the president of  the Montwood or one of  these banks. Anyway, th is was

h is  g randfa ther .  Max Va ld iv iez  took  my dad to  see Mr .  Hussmann.  Mr .

Hussmann had two homes.  They ' re  s t i l l  ou t  there  on  Persh ing  Dr ive .

One of  them was that big whj te home as you make the turn on Pershing

before you get to Dyer.  I t 's  [got ]  a high meta' l  fence, f t 's  got  a

tenn is  cour t  on  one s ideo and the  house s i ts  h igh .  That  was or  i s  Mr .

Hussmann's house. About three blocks before you get there,  there used

to  be  some two dup lexes  tha t  sa t  up  h igh .  Wel l ,  Mr .  Va ld iv iez  used

to take care of  the gardening in both of  these places. My dad and

he went to Mr.  Hussmann and asked him for a job;  and he made him an

assistant gardner.  That was real  great because I  th ink my dad was

earn ing  about  $S.OO a  week as  an  ass is tan t  gardner .  I t  he lped a  1o t ,

i t  helped a 1ot.  So, my dad worked for Mr.  Hussmann as a gardner.

He d id  tha t  dur ing  the  Depress ion  and the  Scen ic  Dr ive .  Then,  o f

course, there were t imes when he didn' t  do anything and there was no

work.  In the meant ime, I  remember we used to t ry and grow vegetables

and s tu f f  in  the  back .  I t  was  a lways  a  p rob lem.

Do you remember how i t  was for other fami l ies in the neighborhood?

I  th ink  tha t  there  were  a  lo t  o f  o ther  fami l ies  tha t  were  in  worse

shape than we were because when my dad worked for the Southern Paci f ic

Ra i l road we were ' in  good shape.  In  o ther  words ,  my dad 's  job  as  a

mach in is t  o r  an  apprent ice  mach in js t  was  a  very  good job ,  and we
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used to be in better f inancial  shape than most of  the other people

around there.  I  th ink that  most of  those other people were in even

worse shape than we were.

Did you exper ience any discr iminat ion because of  the fact  that  you

were Mexican up to the t ime when you were in high school?

No. To be very honest and fair  and frank, I  th ink that  the f i rst  t ime

I  fe l !d isc r im ina ted  aqa ins t  o r  tha t  I  fe l t  tha t  I  was  ou ts ide  the

center of  act iv i ty was when I  started going to Cathedral .  In other

words, I  lef t  East El  Paso and came up here to what was then North

E l  Pasoo and tha t ' s  when I  fe l t  a  d j f fe rence.  Pr io r  to  tha t ,  ho ,

because we al1 grew up there in East El  Paso. In fact ,  there used

to  be  a  lo t  o f  co lo red  peop le  l i v inq  there  on  Es t re l la .  0n  the

corner  o f  Es t re l la  and Fru tas  is  the  Sh i loh  Bapt is t  Church ;  tha t ' s

a  co lo red  church .  l l l e  g rew up w i th  a  lo t  o f "negr i tos ' ,  co lo red  peop leo

and we didn' t  pay much at tent ion to the fact  that  they r ,vere darker

than we were .  That  d idn ' t  have much o f  an  impress ion  on  us .  I  don ' t

know whyo but we weren' t  aware of  that .

How d id  the  Ch icanos  and the"negr i tos"oe t  a long?

0h,  we go t  a long f ine .  We used to  p lay  baseba l l  together ,  we used

to  p lay  foo tba l l  on  Es t re l la  S t ree t  a l l  the  t ime.  In  fac t ,  we used

to  go  in to  the  serv ices  a t  Sh i loh  Bapt is t  Church .

M: l , r lhen you went to Cathedral  you say that you did sense that di f ference.

How was j t  that  you came to sense that?

A:  I  th ink  i t ' s  because most  o f  the  Ang los  wou ldn ' t  speak  to  the  Mex icans ,

and they wouldo of  course, tend to gravi tate each one to his own

group.  I  th ink  tha t ' s  where  I  f i r s t  no t iced  the  d i f fe rence.  I t

m' ight  a lso have been something on my part ;  I  was shy. I  th ink we were

a l l  most ly  shy  [because]  we were  sor t  o f  d isp laced.  In  o ther  words ,
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we were  away f rom our  fami l ja r  bamios ,  our  fami l ia r  sumound ings ;

and we were  in  a  s t range area  o f  town,  in  a  s t range bu j ld ing ,  w i th

strange people we had never seen. 0n the other hand, most of  these

kids that  l ived around there would go swimming to the Community Center

every day or every Sunday and they would play and play tennis up

on the Roof Garden al l  the t ime. They were used to the bui ld ing and

they were used to see' ing each other,  and to them i t  was home grounds.

To us  i t  wasn ' t .  I  th ink  tha t  was  another  fac to r  invo lved.

0f  the Mexicans who graduated from Cathedral ,  what percentage would

you est imate went on to col lege at  the t ime that you graduated?

We11, I  would say that not more than 25%. About 3 or 4 of  them were

from JuJrez,  and, of  course, I  th ink they were at  Cathedral  because

they  cou ld  a f fo rd  to  pay  the  tu i t ion .  I  don ' t  know i f  they  pa id  more

tui t ion than we did-- I  assume they did--but by the mere fact  that

they were coming to Cathedral meant that they were better off than

most people jn Jutrez.  So they were coming over here,  so then their

parents could af ford to ser id them on to col lege. For example,  Panchi to

Baca- -you know,  Dr .  Baca- -was f rom Ju{ rez  or ig ina l l y .  He 's  an

Obste t r i c ian  here  in  E l  Paso now.  He was a  c lassmate  o f  mine  a t

Cathedra l .  I rm sure  tha t  he  a lso  had to  work  because I  don ' t  th ink

he came from a wel l - to-do fami ly,  but  I  know a coup' le of  others that

went to col lege who did come from wel l - to-do fami l ies f rom Juf,rez.

So, i f  I  say 25% lwent to col lege],  Vou have to understand that maybe

about four or f ive of  those were Spanish-speaking, but they were

from Jua'rez.  So, the percentage is smal l .  The other th ing is that

we graduated in the middle of  World War I I  and that created a disrupt ion

of the normal pattern.
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Did you go into the Service r ight  af ter  graduat ion?

When I  graduated from high school  I  was 17 years of  age and I  wanted

to go to col ' lege. I  knew that I  wanted to go to col lege. So, what

I  d id,  I  got  a job as a bartender.  I  went up t0 Logan Heights and

I got a job wi th the PX and I  to ld them I  was lB.  They qave me a

job, and the only job they had open was as a bartender;  so I  took i t .

I worked for one year and I saved my money. I graduated in May of r42;

and  the  fo l low ing  year  a t  the  end  o f  May  o f '43  I  wen t  to  U .T .  Aus t in .

I  enrol led for  both summer semesters at  Aust in.  I  took Chemistry and

another course-- I  forget what j t  was--but anyway, I  spent the whole

summer going to U.T. Aust in.  At  the end of  August I  came home.

The 2nd of September was my birthday and I got drafted on the 4th

or the 3rd of  September.  So, I  had one year af ter  h igh school  dur ing

which  I  worked,  and spent  two summer  sess ions  a t  U.T .  in  Aus t in ;  and

then I  was draf ted.

To what do you at t r ibute the desire to go to col ' lege?

We1 ' | ,  when I  went  in to  h igh  schoo l ,  my grades  were  exce l len t .  In

those days they had what they used to cal l  exemptions. Cathedral

was se t  up  on  the  bas is  tha t  you  went  to  the  same c lass  f i ve  t imes

a week. 0n Monday there was no quiz of  any sort .  0n Tuesday before

the lecture began, they gave you a ten-minute quiz on the previous

day 's  mater ia l .  0n  Wednesday they  wou ld  do  the  same th ing .  0n

Thursday the same thing. Then on Fr iday they would give you an exam

on the whole week's mater ia l .  Now, i f  you got a 90 or above in every

Fr iday exam, you would be exempt f rom taking the 6-week's exam and

you wou ld  au tomat ica l l y  qe t  an  "A . "  I f  you  go t  an  B9 in  any  one o f

those exams,  then you wou ld  have to  take  the  [6  week 's ]  exam.  Wel1 ,

fo r  2  1 /2  years  I  d idn ' t  take  any  exams a t  Cathedra l .  I  s t i l l  have
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the repor t  cards- - they t re  a l I  s t ra igh t  "As . "  So I

I  was  jus t  b lessed.  I  had no  prob lem wi th  g rades ,

with keeping up with my school  and I  iust  enioyed

had no problems with them.

had no problem;

I  had no problem

the courses .  I

Do you at t r ibute that  to encouragement that  you got f rom fami ly--your

fa ther  perhaps- -or  schoo l  i t se l f?

No. To be very honest wi th you, I  th ink that  those good old Sisters

from Loret to that  tauqht us at  Guardian Angel  were very good teachers.

0n the other hand, when I  got  out of  Cathedral  then I  went to U.T.

Aus t in  fand took ]  tha t  Chemis t ry  course ,  I  d idn ' t  do  very  good on  i t .

I  d idn ' t  f l unk  i t .  I  th jnk  I  had  a  r rBr r  o r  a  "C+"  o r  someth ing  l i ke

tha t ,  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  tha t  the  course  was d i f f j cu l t .  I  remember  tha t

the Brother that  taught us Chemistry in school  at  Cathedral  was an

exce l len t  teacher .  The reason I  d idn ' t  do  be t te r  in  U.T .  Aus t in  was

because I  was out of  my stomping orounds agafn.  I  was lost  and

had a hard t ime. But i t  wasn' t  an overwhelming course for me.

Brothers in those days were good educators.  You've got to hand

to them. They are good educators.

I t  was  h ' iqh1y  unusua l  fo r  a  Mex ican in  those days  to  go  on  to  co l lege,

espec ia l l y  to  U .T .  Aus t ino  wasn ' t  i t ?

Yeah.  Wel l ,  I  wanted  a lways  to  go  to  co l lege ever  s ince  I  was  a

freshman in high schoo' l  because I  wanted to do something and get an

educat ion.  But one of  my very c lose fr iends was one of  my other

bro thers - in - ' law- -Ray.  He 's  the  pharmac is t  downsta i rs  in  the  drug-

store.  He and I  grew up toqether;  h is fami ly,  my wife,  and my

famj ly  a l l  g rew up in  the  area .  H is  fa ther  was in  be t te r  shape f inan-

cial ly,  even with a large fami ly,  than my father.  So when Ray got

I
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out  o f  h igh  schoo l ,  h js  fa ther  cou ld  a f fo rd  to  send h im to  U.T  Aus t jn

r ight  away. He was going to go to Pharmacy School .  0f  course, my

father couldn' t  af ford to send me. Ray was going to go to Pharmacy

School  and I  wanted to be a doctor of  some sort-- I  hadn' t  determined

yet  what  k ind ;  bu t ,  I  d jd  want  to  go  to  schoo l .  I  sa id ,  "We1 l ,

s ince  my fa ther  can ' t  a f fo rd  to  send me,  then i t ' s  up  to  me to  do  i t

one way or another."  That 's where I  got  the idea that I  had to go to

co l lege and I  had to  ge t  a  job .  That ' s  why  I  took  o f f  a  year  to  work .

How was the  exper ience a t  Aus t jn?  Once aga in ,  as  you pu t  i t ,  you

were  ou t  o f  your  own mi l ieu ,  in  a  d i f fe ren t  se t t inq .

Actual lyn i t  wasn' t  too bad. When I  went down there,  I  stayed in

this boarding house that was run by two sisters;  they were Spanish-

speak ino ,  Th is  house was on  Guada lupJs t ree t .  The house was to rn

down many years ago. But there were a lot  of  Spanish-speaking students

there. They were very friendly. They were from Laredo and Zapata and

Corpus and everywhere, and we al l  k ind of  f i t  together.  The only

thing that I  remember,  or  that  made an impression on me at  that  t ime,

was the  s ize  o f  the  c lasses .  0 f  course ,  go ing  to  Cathedra l  a t  tha t

t ime we had a c lass of  30.  I  remember a Chemistry course fat  U.T.

Aust in l  that  was held in a theater atmosphere where you had 200, 300

s tudents .  I 'm sure  i t ' s  worse  now,  bu t  in  those days  they  had 200

or 300 people.  ThaLmade an impression on me because you were rea11y

just  a number--you werenrt  a person any more. But I  real ly didn' t

venture too far f rom the Universi ty.  I  never had the money to do

anything so I  was conf ined to going to school  and just  being there.

Then you got drafted?

Yeah, I  got  draf ted.
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You went into the Infantry?

I  go t  d ra f ted  in  September  o f !43 .  That  was a  bad t ime there .  The

Bat t le  o f  Guada lcana l  was  tak jng  p lace ,  the  South  Pac i f i c  and a l l  tha t .

When I  got  draf ted I  never got a fur lough of  any sort .  They took me

in and I  don' t  know who got assigned where or how, but I  iust  got

shipped out.  I  stayed a week here at  Logan Heights and I  got  shipped

out .  The nex t  th ing  I  know,  I  ended up  in  Camp Rober ts ,  Ca l i fo rn iao

which was an Infantry Replacement and Training Center.  I  remember

that they to ld me that I  had a very high IQ at  that  t ' ime. I  don' t

remember exact ly how those IQ tests were,  but I  th ink i t  was 128--

the IQ that I  had on that test .  That didn' t  seem to make any di f ference

because I  th ink the procedure was that they put al l  these names in

the box, and turned the box, and out you went because that 's the

way they  needed them.  So I  ended up ' in  Camp Rober ts ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,

where I  got  17 weeks'  t ra in ing as an Infantryman. From there I  was

shipped direct ly overseas. I  never got to come home. I  ended up in

Hawai i ' i n  a  Rep lacement  depot  and I  spent  about  5  months  there .  Then

I got assigned to the 96th Div ' is ion-- to an Infantry Regiment.  Some-

how or  another  the  D iv js ion  le f t  and I  was  le f t  beh ind ;  and then the

next t ime they assigned me I  ended up with the 27th Infantry Div is ion.

This is k ind of  funny because the 27th Infantry Div is ion is the New

York State Nat ional  Guard; that 's what i t  was. And the Infantry

Regiment that  I  got  ass' igned to turned out to be the l65th Infantry

Regiment,  which was the 0ld Fight ing 69th.  Even though i t  was war-

t ime and we went  th rough a  lo t ,  i t  was  s t i l l  a  very  in te res t jng  and

p' leasant exper ience for me because i t  was an Ir ish Regiment.  They

had a  lo t  o f  t rad i t ion  beh ind  them and there  was a  lo t  o f  e l i te
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feel ' ing about the Regiment.  They had this green regimental  f laq

and the  s ta f f  was  h igher  than the  Un j ted  Sta tes  f lag .  A l l  the  I r i sh

were in there and al l  th ' is  sort  of  stuf f .  I t  was VOrV, very interest-

jng .  I t  was  rea l l y  funny  though,  because every  morn ing  a t  reve i l le  they

wou ld  ca l l  ou t  the  ro le ,  and they  wou ld  qo  down the  l ine :  "Murphy ,

McMechon,  Mc ln ty re  and McGough"  and a l l  o f  th is .  Then a t  the  end

they'd come to "Aqui lar"  and everybody would turn around to see who

tha t  a l ien  was.  But ,  j t  was  rea l  funny .  I  was  read inq  the  paper

wh i le  I  was  on  my vacat ' ion .  They  had an  ar t i c le  about  a  cus tod ian

that ret i red f rom Lomaland [Loma Terrace] School  and he had been in

the 27th Infantry Div is ion.  He was with the l05th Infantry Regi-

ment .  What  i s  h is  name? Se lso  Romero  or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  He

re t i red  as  cus tod ian  o f  one o f  the  schoo ls .  In  the  Bat t le  o f  Sa ipan

the l05th Infantry Regiment was overwhelmed by the Japanese, and

there  were  very  few peop le  le f t  a l i ve .  A f te r  the  Bat t le  o f  Sa ipan,

the  D iv is jon  went  to  the  New Hebr ides ,  and tha t ' s  where  I  io ined

them-- the  New Hebr ides  Is lands  a t  the  Is land o f  f rp# l tu  Santo .  Then

I  saw ac t ion  on  0k inawa.  We were  on  the  f ron t  l ines  fo r  qu i te  a

wh i le .  You  don ' t  wan t  me to  go  in to  a l l  o f  tha t ,  do  you?

l , . le l l ,  in te res t jng  exper iences  tha t  you  reca l l  a t  tha t  t ime.

Most  peop le  can ' t  unders tand i t  un less  you 've  been an  In fan t ryman.

L ike  the  f igh t inq  in  Europe ,  fo r  example ; ' i f  t he  In fan t ry  ou t f i t

got  to a town, they would f ind homes or houses or stores or a foun-

ta in  in  the  midd le  o f  the  square .  In  the  Pac i f i c ,  . you  wou ld  never

f ind that because the Japanese were fanat ' ical .  By the t ime you took

a town there was noth' ing lef t .  Any pr isoners taken by the Japanese

were  k i l led .  I 'm no t  say ing  the  war  in  the  Pac i f i c  was  any  rougher

than the  war  in  Europe,  bu t  i t  was  an  en t i re ly  d i f fe ren t  type  o f  war .
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I t  was  an  is land type  o f  th inq- - f rom one is land to  the  o ther .  Now,

I  f i rst  used to camy an l ' { - . | ,  then I  carr ied a BAR; and actual ly I

was also t ra ' ined as an end-to-tank qun crewman--37 mm. But the only

t ime we ever used an end-to-tank gun was when we f i red a smoke shel l

at  one of  these caves in 0kinawa; and we qot smoke out of  about 27

d i f fe ren t  ho les  cominc t  ou t  o f  tha t  mounta in ,  jus t  to  show you the

in te rconnect ion  tha t  they  had.  They  a lso  had ar t i l l e ry  p ieces  on

rai l road tracks that they would open a door on the side of  the moun-

ta in  and br ing  ou t  the  p iece  and f i re  and pu11 i t  back  in  and c lose

the door.  gLrf ,  the Infantrymen--and, of  course, I  qot  the Combat

Infantryman's Badqe--we would go somewhere and digy a foxhole.  You

had to  d ig  i t  be fore  i t  go t  dark ,  and you had to  d iq  i t  undercover .

I f  you got a piece where there was a rock,  you were in t rouble.  You

dug a foxhole and then you set up a per imeter,  and then you wait  the

night out and hope nobody comes throuqh or charqes at  you. Then the

nex t  morn ing  you s t i ck  the  he lmet  up  f i rs t  and then your  head.  I f  you

don ' t  ge t  f i red  upon then you can ge t  ou t  and s ta r t  advanc ino  aga in .

Then you s ta r t  ge t t jng  f i red  upon.  So,  the  l i fe  o f  an  In fan t ryman is

a  pre t ty  rouqh th inq .  You don ' t  ge t  to  shave;  you don ' t  qe t  to  take

a  ba th ;  you  don ' t  ge t  no th ing .  I  s lep t  i n  a  foxho le  fu l l  o f  wa te r .

We lasted in Okinawa from Apri l  I  to the end of  August,  and how

many t imes I  s lep t  jn  water  I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  you .

Did you ever get wounded?

No, I  never did.  I  came pret ty c lose to

I  came c lose  to  ge t t inq  k i l led .  I  had an

c lose  to  me tha t  no t  on ly  d id  i t  knock  nre

me wi th  d i r t  and they  had to  d ig  me out .

on  a  mounta in  top  and took  th is  mounta fn .

i t ,  bu t  I  j us t  l ucked  ou t .

a r t i l l e ry  she l l  h t t  so

goofy but i t  a lmost covered

Another t ime we advanced

It was foggy, and when

M:

A :



AGUILAR
3 l

the foq l i f ted we were in the middle of  a Japanese outf i t .  Every-

th ing  b roke  loose .  We a l l  ended  up  ro l l i ng  down the  h i l l .  We a lso

took  another  mounta in  one t jme.  Th is  was on  a  mop-up opera t ion

where supposed' ly i t  had been taken. I  was si t t ing in a foxhole that

had been dug- -a  s l i t  t rench.  Th is  ouy  was s i t t ing  nex t  to  me.  He was

f rom New York .  They  used to  pu t  I  i t t le  hard  cand ies  in  the  C- ra t ion

cans ,  and I  had the  hab i t  o f  a lways  tak inq  one o f  those l i t t le  can-

d ies  and pu t t ing  i t  in  my mouth ,  bu t  I  wou ld  a lways  chew them.  There-

fo re ,  I  wou ld  chew the  candy  and I  wou ld  ea t  i t  r igh t  away,  and i 'd

bend down and pick up another one. One of  those t imes when I  bent

over,  we heard th is r i f le shot and of  course everybody threw themselves

on the ground. The sergeant--Serqeant Peers was his name--ye11ed,

"Anybody hurt?" And before I  could say anything I  heard th is gurgl ing

sound.  Th is  guy ,  Mazo la ,  f rom New York  C i ty  tha t  was  s i t t inq  w i th

me was gurg l ing .  I  tu rned around and,  sure  enough,  there  was b lood

coming ou t  o f  h is  mouth .  There  was a  sn iper  up  in  the  t reer  Se€.

We had taken the  top  o f  th is  h i l l  and  we thought  i t  was  c lear ,  bu t

there  was a  sn iper  up  there .  He was a iming  a t  e i ther  me or  fMazo la ]

bu t  s ince  I  kep t  bend inq  down I  wasn ' t  g iv ing  h im a  f i xed  ta rge t .  So

I  don ' t  know i f  he  a imed a t  me and when I  bent  down he h i t  h im or

[ i f ]  he  was  a im inq  a t  h im.  Tha t ' s ,  I  guess ,  abou t  the  c loses t  tha t

I ' ve  come [ to  qe t t ing  shot ] .  When the  Bat t le  o f  Ok inawa was go ing

a1ong, i t  was going bad. In those days a company had 
. |25 

men. Our

company had 32 men lef t .  General  Buckner or somebody up in headquarters

made the  dec is ion  tha t ,  ins tead o f  rep lac ing  our  men,  they 'd  pu l l  the

27th  D iv is ion  o f f  the  l ine  and pu t  in  another  D iv is ion .  0n  Ok inawa

you ended up  w j th  qu i te  a  few- - I  th ' ink  there 's  4  o r  S- -Mar ine  D iv js ions

and the  96 th  and 97 th  D iv is ion ,  and qu i te  a  few o f  the  Army D iv is ions .
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Anyway, then they sent us to mop up the northern s ide of  the is land.

They  s ta r ted  us  across  l i ke  th ' i s - -a lmost ,  you  know,  you cou ' ld  see.

The next guy down's on your r ight  and the next guy on your 1eft .

That ' s  the  way we were  qo inq  to  mop up the  is land.  Wel1 ,  we ended up

in  the  nor thern  par t  o f  the  i s land ,  s ing le  f i l e ,  th rough  a  l i t t l e

dry  c reek ,  o r  wa lk ing  in  the  c reek .  That ' s  how we ended up  mopp ing

up  tha t  i s land .  The  th ing  i s ,  they  to ld  us  tha t  the  Mar ines  had  a l -

ready  c leaned up  the  nor thern  end o f  the  is land and we d jdn ' t  have

anyth ing  to  do  except  jus t  oo  up  there  and check  i t .  0 f  course ,  I ' ve

seen Marines dead on a two-by-two truck p ' i1ed l ike 1ogs. Every

obiect ive they at tempted they dld.  They ki l led a hel l  of  a lot  of

them neediessly.  But,  anyway, there were two roads, one on the east

s ide  o f  the  is land o f  Ok inawa and one on  the  west  s ide  on  the  nor thern

part .  The Marines went up the roads and there vvas no resistance, so

they had taken the northern part  of  the is land. Then they came down

to the south where al l  the resistance was. But when we started

mopp ing  up ,  the  f i rs t  t ime we came to  a  mounta in  i t  took  us  about  a l -

most  3  weeks  to  ge t  i t - -w i th  the  a id  o f  tanks  and a i rp lanes- -because

i t  was  fu l l  o f  Japanese.

I 'm cur ious about the role of  other Mexicans that you may have been

assoc ia ted  w j th  in  tha t  ou t f i t .  D id  you s tay  w i th  tha t  ou t f i t  a l l

the t jme? Were you the only Mexican?

There was another Mexican there.  l le was from Laredo. But he was

the  Med ica l  Corpsman.  So ac tua l l y ,  he  was ass igned there  by  a  req i -

ment;  he wasn' t  a part  of  the Infantry.  He had as hard a t ime as we

did.  He was a boozer.  Nobody blamed him. I  had been overseas about

lB months and I  was the rookie of  the outf i t .  Most of  these guys had
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been overseas by that t ime 42 months,  that  type of  th ing.  0f  course,

when they were not f iqht ing,  l ike between the batt les of  Taraqua

and Sa ipan and Ok inawa,  there 's  no th ing  to  do  in  the  Pac i f j c .  There 's

no recreat ion.  By that I  mean no place that you can go and water

sk ' i  o r  tha t  type  o f  th ing .  So these guys  used to  d r ink  a  lo t  and

they  used to  make the i r  own booze,  too- - the  o ld  Jung le  Ju ice .  But

anyway, th is guy was from Laredo and he was a nice guy. I  got  to know

him fa i r ' l y  we11,  bu t  he  was a  Med ica l  Corpsman and I  d idn ' t  see  h im

too much because I  was thrown in wi th most of  the others.  There weren' t

too  many Mex icans  in  tha t  ou t f i t .

How were you treated personal ly by the outf i t?

We11,  there  was no  prob lem there .  In  those days ,  in  the  s i tua t ion

tha t  we were  in ,  d isc r im ina t ion  was the  leas t  o f  anybody 's  thouqht .

So I  never  encountered  any  d isc r im ina t ion  o f  any  sor t  in  the  Serv ice .

Not  in  an  In fan t ry  ou t f i t .  Ac tua11y,  I  never  encountered  i t  any-

where  rea11y  dur inq  my Serv ice  career .  I  guess  i t  was  because I  dea l t

most ly  w i th  In fan t ry  men whose main  concern  is  s tay ing  a l i ve .

What  d i f fe rence in  your  l i fe  d id  be ing  in  the  Serv ice  make when you

came out?

The  way  I ' ve  a lways  looked  a t  i t ' i s , f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I  l os t  th ree  years

of my l i fe because I  went in just  about the t ime I  was 18 and I  came

out  by  the  t ime I  was  21 .  So I  rea l l y  los t  3  years  o f  my l i fe .  But ,

on  the  o ther  hand ,  I  was  en t i t l ed  to  the  GI  B i l l  o f  R iqh ts .  I f  i t

hadn ' t  been fo r  tha t ,  I  cou ldn ' t  have gone to  denta l  schoo l .  I  came

out  in  February  o f '46 ,  and  in  June  o f146  I  en ro l ied  here  a t  UTEP

as a pre-med or a pre-dental  student.  By then I  had decided I  was

go ing  to  be  a  dent is t .  I  saved my GI  B i1 ' l  and  I  pa id  my way th rough



AGUILAR 34

UTEP. Now, how did I  pay my way through UTEP? l , l le l l ,  i t  was a lot  of

fun.  I  worked as a Pr ivate Eye, I  gave blood, I  worked as a bar-

tender  a t  n igh t .  I ' d  work  a t  whatever  I  cou ld  f ind .  That ' s  how I

paid my way throuqh UTEP. In those days, you used to get $25 for

a  p in t  o f  b lood.  Every  seven,  e igh t  weeks  I  used to  se l l  a  p in t  o f

blood. I  worked as a Pr ivate Eye for a Pr ivate Detect ive agency here,

and d id  some fo l low ing  and the  usua l  type  o f  th ing .  I  worked as  a  bar -

tender.  I  a lso worked at  a produce company dur ing the summer.  I

used to  ge t  up  a t  3 :30 ' in  the  morn ing  and work  t j l l  2  in  the  a f te r -

noon and earn $24 a week. So, anyway, I  paid my way through UTEP,

because a t  tha t  t jme the  tu j t ion  was $50 a  semester .  I  cou ld  swing

that,  see. I  got  accepted to three Dental  Schools.  The f i rst  one

tha t  accepted  me was St .  Lou ' i s  Un ivers i ty  in  S t .  Lou js ,  M issour i i

and then af terwards Baylor and Texas accepted me. But St.  Louis Uni-

versi ty sent me the acceptance not ice and they wanted a $SO acceptance

fee, which I  d idn' t  have. So I  went and borrowed them from a fr iend

of  mine  and tha t ' s  what  I  sen t .  l , r je l l ,  by  the  t ime tha t  Texas  Un ivers i ty - -

which was the next one that I  heard f rom--accepted me, I  couldn' t

a f fo rd  to  le t  the  $50 go .  So,  tha t ' s  why  I  ended up  a t  S t .  Lou is

Un ivers i ty .  The tu j t ion  was $SOO a year  over  there .  In  S t .  Lou is

I  used the  GI  B i l l ,  and  the  max imum they  pa id  was $500 fo r  tu i t ion .

So that took care of  that .  Then with the subsistence check that I

wou ld  ge t  every  month ,  tha t ' s  how I  l i ved .  Then I  go t  mar r ied  a f te r

my f i rst  year.  0K. My wife worked. She graduated from UTEP; she

has a major jn Chemistry wi th a minor in Mathematics.  She worked for

Drs .  Mason,  Bover ie  and B lack .  She used to  do  b lood chemis t r ies  and

sp ina l  f lu id  chemis t r ies .  So when we got  mar r ied ,  she  go t  a  job  a t

the  St .  Lou is  Un ivers i ty  Med ica l  Schoo l  do ing  research .  She go t
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a very good job and she helped me. Then, she got pregnant and our

f i rs t  boy  was born  in  May o f '5 . | ,  wh ich  was when my mother  d ied .

0 f  course ,  I  d idn ' t  see  her  when she d ied .  Then tha t  summer  I  go t

a iob working in a brewery in St.  Louis.  I  worked in two breweries

in St.  Louis and I  worked for the Post 0f f ice.  I  worked at  Falstaf f

Brewery one summer and at  Budweiser another summer.  That was an

exper ience,  too ,  because o f  the  fac t  tha t  you  can ' t  ge t  a  job  un less

you be long to  the  Un ion ,  and you can ' t  jo in  the  Un ion  jus t  by  go ing

up  to  Un ion  Ha l l  and  t ry ing  to  s ign  in .  You  can ' t  do  i t  l i ke  tha t .

You have to have somebody sponsor you; and even when they sponsor

you,  tha t  doesn ' t  mean tha t  you ' re  go ing  to  ge t  a  job  un less  you know

somebody else.  Fortunately our landlady had a f r iend who was a

brewmaster  a t  Fa ls ta f f ,  and tha t ' s  how I  go t  the  job .  0 f  course ,  i t

tu rned ou t  to  be  the  2 :00  AM to  10 :00  AM sh i f t .  That ' s  what  I  was

working in the summert ime. The job at  the Post 0f f ice was dur ing the

school  year,  and we would work nights.  I  would get to the Post 0f f ice

abou t  5 :30  and  work  t i l l  abou t  l l : 00 ,12 :00 ,10 :30 ,  depend ing  on  how

much mai l  there  was.  The las t  year  I  ran  in to  t roub le ,  because tha t ' s

when I  ran  ou t  o f  GI  B i l l .  So ,  I  was  go ino  to  have to  pay .  By  tha t

t ime, tu i t ion had gone up from $5OO to $0ZS a year.  So my father- in-

1aw,  Mr .  Ange l  Va lenzue la ,  was  a  very  good f r iend  o f  Mr .  J .C.  Machuca.

Mr.  J.c.  Machuca was a very good fr iend of  Judge T. canales f rom the

Rio  Grande va l1ey .  Judge J .T .  cana les  len t  me $goo and he  sent  i t

to  me up there ,  and tha t ' s  how I  he lped pay  fo r  the  tu i t ion .  Anyway,

I  got  a job at  a Sears Warehouse. I  would get out of  school  about

4:30, go home, pick up a lunch, and get out to the Sears Warehouse

in  S t .  Lou js  a t  about  5 : . l5 .  A t  tha t  t ime,  the  workers  were  leav ing ;



AGUILAR
36

M:

A :

M:

A :

then I  would s i t  and answer the emergency telephone at  the Sears

Warehouse- That was taking care of  f reezers,  refr igerators,  heaters,

and  tha t  t ype  o f  th ing .  i ' d  work  t i l  m idn igh t ,  and  a t  m idn igh t  I

wou ld  c lose  up  the  p ' lace  and make sure  the  burg la r  a la rm was on .  I

would do that every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesdayo Thursday and Fr i -

day, You want to know how much I  earned?

Yes .

$Z+ a week. At that  t ime, my senior year,  my wife and I  had two

ch i ld ren- -we had our  two boys- -and we were  l i v ing  in  a  hous ing  pro-

ject  in St.  Louis where the rent was $24 a month.  We would take $6

out of  the $24 for rent every week, and we would l ive on $. |8 a week.

Were  o ther  s tudents  do ing  th is?

Most everybody. There were a I of of students that were from wel I -

to-do fami l ies.  I  remember one of  my classmates start ing school

w i th  a  ye11ow conver t ib le  w i th  leopardsk in  seatcovers ,  tha t  type

of th ing.  But on the other hand, there were others that  were just

struggl ino.  I  had a c lassmate whose father had a wheat ranch in

Enda leo  Kansas ,  and the  way he  f inanced h im,  he  sa id ,  "0ne year  you

can have th is  who le  c rop . "  That  f inanced h im fo r  more  than 4  years

I ' l l  t e11  you .

Were there any other Mexicans there in Dental  School?

No.

Dur ing  Denta l  Schoo l ,  s ince  you were  the  on ly  Mex ican,  were  you ' looked

upon as someone unique, exot ic or were you just  accepted l ike any-

body e1 se?

Accepted  ius t  l i ke  anybody e1se.  The on ly  th ing  I  remember  i s  tha t

everybody wanted Josephine to cook Mexican food. Everybody loved
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Mexican food. But,  noo i t  was no problem. I t  was a very comfortable

per iod  o f  my  l i f e ,  rea11y ,  in  sp i te  o f  the  f i nanc ia l  ha rdsh ips .

You want to know about my school  books? Shal l  I  te l l  you about my

schoo l  books? Wel l ,  j t  was  the  midd le  o f  my Jun io r  year  and I  was

work ing  in  the  C l jn ic .  I  heard  th rough the  loud speaker  the  vo ice  o f

the  Dean 's  secre tary  say ing ,  "Mr .  Agu i ' la r ,  p lease repor t  to  the  Dean 's

o f f i ce . "  In  two and a  ha l f  years  I  had never  been up  to  the  Dean 's

o f f i ce .  So I  wa lked up  there  and wa i ted .  Then he  f ina l l y  saw me.

This was Dr.  Leroy Main,  who was a very wonderful  gent leman. He was

a Bapt is t  m in is te r ,  by  the  wdy,  dnd a  dent is t .  Anyway,  he  sa id ,  "Le t

me see .  You ' re  in  the  Ar t  Schoo l  a ren ' t  you?"  I  sa id ,  "No .  I tm in

schooJ here.rr  r r0h,  oh, yeah."  Then he remembered who I  was, see.

Then he says to me, " I t  has come to my at tent ion that you are in

the  midd le  o f  your  Jun io r  year  and you have no t  bought  a  tex tbook . "

He says ,  " Is  tha t  r igh t?"  I  sa id ,  "That ' s  r igh t . "  He says ,  " ln le l  l ,

I  wou ld  I  i ke  to  know why and how you 've  done i t . "  I  sa id ,  " tn je l l ,  the

reason I  have no t  bought  a  tex tbook ' i s  because I  rea l l y  can ' t  a f fo rd

i t . "  And I  sa id ,  " I f  you  want  to  know how I  do  i t ,  I  jus t  take  good

notes."  So he had me go down and get some of my notes and br jng them

up to him. I  used to pr int  my notes--pr int  them as the professor was

speaking. He was very impressed, but he gave me an ul t imatum. He

gave me a  l i s t  o f  about  e igh t  books  and sa id  tha t  I  be t te r  ge t  those

books i f  I  expected to graduate.  So I  had to borrow some money. I

borrowed about $200 anO bought those books, and those are the books

that I  have now. But,  now that I  th ' ink of  i t ,  there were very few

Mexican people in St.  Louis at  that  t ime. I  remember there was one

store over there.  [The owner 's]  brother had a store here on Cotton

Avenue;  and tha t ' s  how I  met  h im.  But  he  had a  s to re  in  S t .  Lou is ,
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in South St.  Louis.  But there were very few Mexican people in St.

Lou is .

M: Let me backtrack to your t ime at  UTEP. What was the si tuat ion wi th

Ch icanos  a t  UTEP?

A:  We1l ,  i t  wasn ' t  the  bes t ,  to  be  honest  w i th  you.  In  those days  no

Mex ican s tudents  were  a l lowed in  the  f ra te rn i t ies .  I  don ' t  th ink  there

were  any  Mex ican g i r l s  in  the  soror i t ies .  The " in  g roup"  was a l l

Anq lo .  By  tha t ,  I  mean Student  Assoc ia t ion ,  the  Year  Book,  the  dances ,

the queens, whatever you want to have, were al ' l  Anglos.  The Mexican

students were not real ' ly  accepted, excep! probably some of the athletes

who were doing good. Like,  I  remember the year that  they had Ivan

Rechy and Mike  Izqu ie rdo ,  and a l l  o f  these Mex ican basketba l l  p layers .

I 'm sure  tha t  they  were  accepted  very  eas i l y  by  the  so-ca l led  e l i te

of  the school  because they were doing a good job and that type of

th ing .  But  as  fa r  as  us  be long ing  to  any th ing ,  no ,  we were  no t

accepted  there .  My w i fe  and I  ta lk  about  i t  once in  a  wh i le  and I  say ,

"Even i f  we had been asked to jo in a f raterni ty or a soror i ty we

couldn' t  have af forded i t  anyway."  0n the other hand, you have to

v isua l i ze  i t  as  fa r  as  I  was  concerned,  and th is  was the  a t t i tude  o f

most of  the veterans when we went up there to school .  We had lost

th ree  years  o f  our  l i ves ,  we were  beh jnd ,  and we had to  make up  t ime.

So we were  no t  in te res ted  in  the  ic ings  and the  l ' i t t le  th ings  o f  the

school .  We were interested in qett ing our courses and gett ing our

grades  and go ing  on  to  the  pro fess iona l  schoo ls  tha t  we had in  mind ;

and that 's what we did.  You could have said that  there were two

groups: the veterans, who were there only to study and get their

educat ion and get out and go on to what they were goinq to do; and

the young k ' ids,  who were there for  a typical  col lege good t ime and



AGUILAR

educat i  on .

Do you recal l  any comments being made by professors or administrators

that were derogatory in any way toward Mexicans?

No.  I  rea l ' l y  don ' t .  A t  tha t  t ime I  spent  most  o f  my t ' ime in  the

Chemistry and Biology Department,  and those two departments were run

by two persons that,  in my opinion, were some of the best people in

this wor ld.  They were Dr.  Burkman and Dr.  Lake. They were fai r .

They were str ict  and tough, but very fa ' i r .  I t  d idnrt  make any di f ference

who you were. I f  you did your work and you did good, you got good

grades and that 's the way i t  was, regardless of  who you were. They

tolerated no baloney. In other words,  they were there for  a certain

bus iness  and tha t ' s  the  way i t  was .  Now,  I  don ' t  know how i t  was  in

the  o ther  depar tments  l i ke  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion .  A  lo t  o f  these

peop le  in  the  Bus jness  Admin is t ra t ion  f je ldn  fo r  exampleo  had more  t ime

to  ge t  invo lved ' in  ex t racur r i cu la r  ac t i v i t i es  than  we d id ,  so  I  rea11y

can ' t  te l l  you  about  tha t .

Le t  me move ' in to  the  f ina l  phase o f  the  in te rv iew.  Th ' i s  i s  regard-

ing  your  p ro fess iona l  l i f e .  Have  you  p rac t i ced  here ' in  E l  Paso  a l l

o f  the  t ime tha t  you 've  been a  dent is t?

Yes. Nowo let  me tel l  you someth' ing.  I  had a c lassmate by the name

of Jack Cal lahan from Syracuse, New York.  0ver the per iod of  four

years when we were in school  he used to ask me a lot  of  quest ions about

E l  Paso and Texas ,  jus t  l i ke  I  wou ld  ask  h jm about  New York  and Syra-

cuse.  We d iscussed d isc r im ina t ion  many,  many t imes,  because he  was

a graduate of  Annapol is.  l rJe used to get into a lot  of  arguments,

because he was an of l " icer and I  was a pr ivate in the Infantry,  and

th is  type  o f  th ing .  When we got  th rough schoo l ,  he  to ld  me,  he  sa ' id ,
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"Fredr why don' t  you come with me to Syracuse? Let 's you and I  set

up  an  o f f j ce  in  Syracuse. "  And I  sa ' id ,  "Wel l ,  Jack ,  I  apprec ia te

the  o f fe r ,  bu t  I  want  to  go  back  to  E l  Paso. "  And he  says ,  "Wel l ,

why? You te l l  me about  the  d isc r im ina t ion  tha t  takes  p lace  in  E l

Paso,  and the  low sa la r ies  and a l l  o f  th is .  Why do  you want  to  go

back? Why don' t  you come up to Syracuse and then you don' t  have to

foo l  a round  w i th  th i s?"  And  I  to ld  h im th is :  I  sa id ,  "Jack ,  I

have to go back to El  Paso trecause whether I  l ike i t  or  not ,  I  have

to  se t  an  example . "  And I  be l ieve  th is  very  s incere ly .  When I

opened my pract ice here in El  Paso, I  fe l t  that  I  was sett ' ing an

example  fo r  the  res t  o f  the  k ids  in  South  E l  Paso and East  E l  Paso

[to show] that  they can become dent ists or physic ians or bankers

or what-have-you. I t  cal  be done i f  they just  apply themselves.

What I  mean when I  say "apply themselves" is for  them to cont inue

the i r  educat ion- -no t  to  d rop  ou t  o f  schoo l .  Now,  o f  course ,  when a

kid sees the name of Lee Trevino in the newspaper,  anything that Lee

Trev ino  does  is  g rea t  news.  So a  k id  in  South  E l  Paso and East

E l  Paso w i l l  see  tha t  in  the  newspaper  and Lee Trev ino ,  whether  he 's

known i t  o r  no t ,  has  a l ready  communica ted  w i th  tha t  k id .  He has

al . ready presented an image and that k id already has somethinq that he

can  see  and  v isua l i ze  and  say ,  "We l l ,  I  wan t  to  be  a  go l fe r r "  o r

" I  want  to  be  a  tenn is  p iayer  when I  g row up"  because here 's  th is

guy  do ' ing  i t .  0n  the  o ther  hand,  a  phys ic ian  or  a  dent is t - -we don ' t

ge t  ' i n  the  newspapers .  We don ' t  adver t i se ,  so  how.do we go  about

te l l ing  these k ids  in  g rammar  schoo ls  in  South  and East  E l  Paso tha t

they can become successful  dent ists or successful  physic ians? How

do we go about  i t?  We11,  the  on ly  way to  do  i t  i s  to  come and l i ve
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here  and ge t  invo lved in  our  communi ty  ac t i v i t ies ,  and go  down

there  and  ta lk  to  these  k ids  in  the  schoo ls - -wh ich  I ' ve  done .  I ' ve

lectured to them in the schoois,brought them here to show them the

off ice,  and let  them know that there are var ious ways to achieve

what  they  want  in  l i fe .  Now,  I 'm no t  a  rad ica l  and I  never  w i l l  be ,

jus t  l i ke  I 'm  no t  a  Ch icano .  I 'm  sor ry .  Maybe .vou ' re  a  Ch icano ,

bu t  I ' J !  no t  a  Ch icano.  I 'm an  Amer ican o f  Mex ican ex t rac t ion ,  and

tha t ' s  what  I ' l I  a lways  be .  When I  g rew up,  the  word  "Ch icano"  was

a bad word .  I t  was  a  s lang word  tha t  nobody l i ked  to  use ,  and tha t ' s

the  way my dad brought  me up.  So I  s t i l l  don ' t  cons ider  myse l f  a

Ch icano.  I f  you  want  to  ca l l  me a  "Mex icano, "  tha t ' s  f ine- -bu t

don ' t  ca l l  me a  "Ch icano. "  So,  ge t t ing  back  to  these k ids- -we have

to set  an example.  And because I  want to set  an examp' le is houl  I

ge t  invo lved in  these th inqs .  For  examplbn  I  was  the  f i rs t  Span ish-

speak ing  pres ident  o f  the  E l  Paso D is t r i c t  Denta l  Soc ie ty .  Peop le  ' in

o ther  wa lks  o f  l i f e  to ld  me,  "You ' re  go ing  to  run  in to  d isc r im ina-

t ion  in  tha t  Denta l  Soc ie ty . "  I  never  d id .  I  never  d id .  I ' ve

been invo lved in  a  lo t  o f  th ings .  R igh t  now there 's  th ree  Span ish-

speaking directors in the Chamber of  Conmerce: Arnold Pe' inadoo Melo

Jacques and I .  We are the f i rst  three Mexican American directors.

We11, maybe not the f i rst  ones-- there have been some others but they

ha ' /en ' t  made much o f  an ' impress ion .  But  we want  to  make an  impress ion .

There are some things that we are working upon that wi l l  make an

impress ion  in  the  nex t  year  o r  so .  That ' s  why  I  ge t  invo lved in  a l l

these th ings .  That ' s  why  I  serve  on  the  Hous ing  Author i ty  and the

Board  o f  Hea l th .  I 'm a  d i rec to r  o f  the  Un i ted  Way and a l l  th is  s tu f f .

I t rs  money ou t  o f  my pocket  and i t ' s  my t ime,  and i t  invo lves  a  lo t
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of  commi tment  on  my par t .  Ye t ,  I  g ive  i t  w i l t ing ' l y .  I  w ish  tha t  I

could qui t  pract ice and go every day to a school  and tel l  these young

Mexican kids what they can achieve, and that there is a better way

o f  ach iev ing  i t  than  by  be inq  a  rad ica l .  You  can  ach ieve  i t  i us t

th rough educat ion .  I 'm no t  te l l ing  you any th ing  new.

I 'm cur ious about how the word "Chicano" was used when you were

growing  up .

The word "Chicano" was very seldom used, real ly,  when I  was a k id.

I t  wasn' t  a good word. Now this is my own personal  version from my

own personal experience: the word "Chicatto" comes from the word

"Mex icano" - - i t ' s  jus t  an  apocopat ion i  they  reduced the  word .  That rs

what  i t  i s .  Bu t  i t  i s  l i ke  say ' ing  " t roca"  o r  "b reca" - -a l though  tha t ' s

the  Eng l ish  in f luence there .  My parents  never  used j t .

Did your parents ever comment upon the word?

Wel l ,  yes .  I  remember  them say ing  tha t  i t  wasnr t  the  r igh t  word  to

use.  No era  una mala  pa labra- -no t  a  swear  word- -bu t  you  ius t  d idn ' t

use  i t .  I 'm  t ry ing  to  th ink  o f  an  exampleo  bu t  I  can ' t .

A comupt ' ion of  the correct  word perhaps?

Righ t ,  r i gh t .

You ment ioned the  word  " rad ica1, "  and somehow I  sensed tha t  you ' re

assoc ia t ' ing  i t  w i th  the  word  "Ch icano"  now.

Wel l ,  no t  rea l l y ,  because there  are  rad ica ls  o f  a l l  shades and co lo rs

and a t t i tudes .  The rad ica ls - -and by  tha t  I 'm ta lk inq  about  the  Brown

Beret type of  th ing--have adopted the word "Chicano."  Now, these

are my own personal  opinions, I  may be complete ' ly  of f ,  you may not

agree with me. The reason they adopted the word "Chicano" is not

so  much because o f  what  i t  means bu t  because the  med ia  l i kes  i t ,  you

A:
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see. The newspaperso the televis ion-- they started to use the word

"Ch ' icano"  because they  l i ked  i t  and there fore  any  group tha t  ca l led

i tse l f  "Ch icano ' .  i s  go ing  to  ge t  the  exposure  tha t  o therw ise  they

wou ldn ' t  ge t .  So ,  there fore ,  they  orav j ta te  towards  us ing  th is

word because they know they're going to get the exposure.  I t 's

iust  l ike the guy that goes down the street and creates a demonstra-

t ion .  Is  i t  rea11y  go ino  to  accompl ish  the  purpose tha t  he  wants?

Maybe,  maybe no t .  We rea l ' l y  don ' t  know.  But  what  i t  w i I I  accompl ish

is to gather the at tent ion of  the fourth estate,  or  the media.  The

media  has  a  lo t  o f  respons ib i l  i t y  and they  owe a  lo t  to  the  soc ie ty

because they  make s j tua t ions ,  they  break  s i tua t ions ,  and somet imes

they '  re  very  i r respons ib le .

M:  Get t ing  back  to  when you f i rs t  s ta r ted  prac t ic ing  in  E1 Paso,  where

d id  you se t  up  your  f i rs t  o f f i ce?

A:  I  s ta r ted  a t  the  F i rs t  Nat iona l  Bank  Bu i ld ing .  I  go t  a  l i t t le  o f f f ce

up there on the twel f th f loor.  I  th ink that  at  the t ime i t  was

the  on ly  o f f i ce  tha t  was  ava i lab le .  I t  was  very  smal l  and I  went

ahead and took i t .  I  had no problems because there was a lot  of

rapport  amongst us dent ists.  I  would say that I  consider about 35

to 40% of the dent ists not just  my co1' leagues, but my brothers.  We

look at  each other l ike hgrmgnos, .you know. They look towards me in

the same way. This has been proven many, many, many t imes. We had

a young dent is t  who d ied  o f  cancer  o f  the  k idney  here  about  8  o r  l0

years  ago,  and about  12  o f  us  kept  h is  o f f i ce  go ing  fo r  about  th ree

months unt i l  the widow sold the of f ice.  We went out there and worked.

Every one of  us took one day out of  our of f ices and we kept that  th ing

go ' ing ,  l i ke  I  sa id ,  fo r  th ree  months ,  and there  was no  prob lem.

+3
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When a new dent ist  comes to town and he opens his of f ice,  he sends

not ices  ou t  to  phys ic ians  and dent is ts .  Wel l ,  when I  ge t  one we pu t

' i t  up there on our counter.  Whenever I 'm real ly busy and somebody

ca l ls  up  w i th  a  too thache and they  need the  too th  ou t  r igh t  now,  and

they can' t  stand the toothache and I  canrt  see them, we refer them to

these young dent ists.  That happened to me when I  f i rst  opened my

of f i ce  over  there .  I  qo t  a  lo t  o f  suppor t  and a  lo t  o f  he lp  f rom

the o ther  dent is ts  in  town- -Mex icans ,  Mex icanos  or  Amer icanos ,  i t

d idn ' t  make any  d i f fe rence.  Now,  jus t  as  a  mat te r  o f  record ,  the

f i rs t  Span ish-speak ing  dent is t  here  was a  fe l low by  the  name o f

Cor tJs  o r  Cor tese ,  I  fo rge t .  He was jn  the  Cap les  Bu i ld ing ;  he

rea l ' l y  was  Por tuguese.  The f i rs t  rea ' l1y  Mex ican dent is t  in  E l  Paso- -

na t i ve  born - - i s  Dr .  De  la  Tor re ,  A .A .  de  la  Tor re .  He 's  s t i l l

p rac t ' i c ing .  0 f  course ,  he 's  very  we l l -o f f .  He prac t ices  as  a

hobby and he 's  go t  h is  o f f i ce  a t  the  Stan ton  Med ica l  Bu i ld ing .  But

he  was the  f i rs t  one.  The second Span ish-speak ing  dent is t  tha t  came

to  the  town was V ic to r  Hugo V ig i1 .  He was born  and ra ised in  Sun-

set Heights and he was a wonderful  person. He was in pract ice f ive

years  and d ied  o f  a  hear t  a t tack  over  n igh t ,  l i ke  tha t .  [He was a ]

t remendous person. Then the thi rd one was Joe Torues. Joe Torues has

h is  o f f i ce  ou t  there  on  Nor th  Mesa a t  tha t  new bu i ld ing  across  the

street f rom Penrod's at  390] North Mesa. Joe i  s one of  the best

(you ' re  no t  oo inq  to  pub l i sh  th is?)  dent is ts  in  E l  Paso and I  mean i t ,

He 's  a  g rea t  den t i s t  w i th  h is  hands .  He 's  an  a r t i s t .  Dr .  De  la  Tor re

was the  f i rs t  one,  and then Dr .  V ig i l ,  and  then Dr .  Joe  Tor res ;  and

then I  was the next one af t t - . r  that .  Nown af ter  that  I 've k ind of  lost



AGUILAR 45

M:

M:

A .

A:

M:

track because so many of  them came in.  Dr.  Roger }r t iz ,  Dr.  nen/

Rosaso Ga lu /n ,  los  M{pu1a and some o f  these o thers .  But  l i ke  I  sa ic l ,

those were  the  or ig ina ls :  De la  Tor re ,  V ig i1 ,  Joe  Tor res ,  and then

I  came in .  I  go t  ou t  o f  schoo l  in  '53 ,  Joe  Tor res  go t  ou t  in  '52 ,

V ic to r  V ig i l  go t  ou t  in '5 . | ,  bu t  Dr .  De  la  Tor re  go t  ou t  in  1938 .  So ,

he 's  the  "dean , "  so  to  speak .

And he 's  Mex icano?

^ /Sr ' ,  es  mex icano.  Es  de  los  De la  Tor reo  de  A.  de  la  Tome and Sons.

They  have tha t  who lesa le  food supp ly  bus iness  down in  South  E l  Paso.

Son when you f i rst  came in,  you did receive help f rom the Anglo

commun i ty?

Yes .

You imp l ied  tha t  you  haven ' t  had any  reason to  be l ieve  or  fe l t  tha t

you have been treated any di f ferent ly w' i th in the profession. Is that

true?

A:  Yes .  Now,  w i th jn  the  pro fess ion  I  have no t  had,  tha t  I  know o f ,  any

d iscr jm ina t ion  o f  any  type ,  shape or  fo rm.  Th is  i s  someth ing  you

might  be  in te res ted  in .  Supposed ly  I  occupy  a  cer ta in  pos i t ion  in

this community through my professional  standing, through my conrmunity

invo lvement .  I  occupy  a  cer ta in  pos i t ion .  Never the less ,  I  s t i l l  run

in to  somecover t  d i sc r im ina t ion .  I t ' s  s t i l l  he re ;  j t  w i l l  a lways  be

here  I  p resume.  I 'm sure  tha t  i t  w i l l  be  less  and less ,  because I

th ink  the  younger  genera t ions  have a  lo t  less  d isc r im ina t ion  jn  the i r

minds  than the  o lder  genera t ions .  For  example ,  I  be long to  the  E l

Paso Count ry  C1ub,  and once and a  wh i le  I ' l l  meet  somebody who doesn ' t

want to ta lk to me or be near me--I 've never met them before.  You

and I  can understand j t  and we can recogn' ize i t  r ight  away, They
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don ' t  have  to  d raw us  a  rnap .  I  s t i l l  see ' i t  on  ce r ta in  occas ions ,

bu t  i t ' s  most ly  f rom o lder  peop le .  Now,  I ' ve  been a t  cock ta i l  par t ies

or dances or what-have-you, where you meet a certain group of  people

or  a  lo t  o f  peop le ;  and you w i l l  a lways  ge t  somebody who w i l l  r igh t

away come across  and you '11  no t ice  the i r  a t t i tudes .  You know what

I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t ,and  you  recogn ize  i t  j us t  l i ke  I  recogn ize  i t .

Bu t  I  s t i l l  mee t  i t .

I t  seems l i ke  you ' re  charac ter iz ing  th is  behav io r  as  a  subt le

ind jv idua l  sor t  o f  p re jud ice  and no t  an  ins t i tu t iona l ,  over t  k jnd

of  d ' i sc r im ina t ion .

No.  Jus t  as  an  example ,  le t ' s  take  a  person,  an  Ang lo  person,  who

was born and raised here f rom a wel l - to-do fami ' ly ,  who has never

had anything to do with the Mexican people,  except maybe [as]  gardners

or  servants  o f  h is  fami ly .  There fore ,  he  grows up  w i th  th js  a t t i tude ,

and he  cont inues  to  have i t .  Ih is  i s  what  I 'm re feminq to .

Bu t  tha t ' s  an  ind iv idua l  p re jud ice .

R igh t .  I t ' s  an  ind iv idua l  tha t ' s  do ing  i t  and  he  wou ld  do  i t  to

anybodyo any  Mex ican person there .  For  example ,  I 'm no t  go ing  to

ment ion any names but--we have a bank president here in El  Paso who

came in f rom some other c i ty.  Now, I  don' t  know where he came from,

but in my community projects I  had many, many chances of  running into

h im and be ing  a t  meet ings  w i th  h im.  By  the  t ime they  in t roduced me

to  h im the  e igh th  t ime,  I  was  no t  in te res ted  in  meet ing  h im the

e igh th  t ime.  We1 '1 ,  i t  jus t  happens tha t  I  a lso  know the  Cha j rman

of the Board of  the bank, and he and I  are very good fr iends. This

is  a  qent leman- -an  Ang lo  person,  by  the  way- -o f  the  o ld  schoo l .  By

that I  mean very courteous, personable and just  a wonderful  person.

In  the  course  o f  the  conversa t ion  he  was te l l inq  me about  the  new
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pres ' iden t ,  and I  sa id ,  "Wel l ,  th is  has  been my exper ience w j th  h jm. "

I ,Je knew each other wel l  enough and we think of  each other wel l  enough

tha t  I  went  r igh t  ahead and to ld  h im what  was oo ing  on .  I  found ou t

la te r  tha t  he  had been do ing  i t  to  a l l  the  Mex ican Amer ican peop le

tha t  he  wou ld  run  in to .  He jus t  wasn ' t  in te res ted  in  Mex ican Amer ican

peop le .  So th is  o ld  gent leman ca l led  h im in  and ta lked  to  h im and '

o f  course ,  he 's  changed- -a  comple te  reversa l  o f  po l i cy .  But  I  f ind

[ these peop le ]  in  the  Un i ted  Way,  I  f ind  them in  the  Count ry  C lub '

I  f jnd  them in  the  Chamber ,  espec ia l l y  among the  ex-mi l i ta ry  wh ich

are some of the worst ,  and you f ind them al l  over.  They introduce

you to them or you meet each other and you ' introduce yoursel f ,  and

two weeks later you go by and you know who they are but they don' t

know who you are .  I t  becomes a  l i t t le  o ld  a f te r  a  wh j le ,  meet ing

them over and over and over.  What does i t  mean, what does i t  connote?

They cou ld  care  less .

Are there any derogatory comments that any of these peop'le have made?

No,  I ' ve  never  heard  any ,  rea11y .  In  the  Yucca Boy Scout  board  o f

directors I  heard a man here in El  Paso who's been here many years,

who 's  he ld  a  respons ib ' l e  pos i t i on  w i th  one  o f  the  b ig  bus inesses

here  in  town. . .  We were  hav inq  d inner  where  there  were  about  f i ve

Span ish-speak ing  peop le '  inc lud ing  myse l f ,  and maybe e igh t  Ang los ,

and he  re fe rs  to  h imse l f  as  "we wh i te  peop le . "  f lu rgh te i ]  y i f ,  th is  i s

a  man who he lped w i th  the  Boy  Scouts  and he  he lps  a  1o t  w i th  the

Boy Scouts  in  South  E l  Paso.  So,  what 's  wrong w i th  h im? Is  he

rea l l y  d isc r im ina t ing?  Doesn ' t  he  l j ke  Mex ican  peop ' le?  No ,  I  th ink

he l j kes  Mex ican peop le- - tha t ' s  why  he  worked w i th  the  Boy  Scouts ,

that 's why he worked with them in South El  Paso. l^ /e l l ,  what js i t

then? I t ' s  the  way he  was brouqht  up .  He ' l l  a lways  cont inue to
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re fe r  to  h imse l f  as  "us  wh i te  peop le"  un t i l  the  day  he  d ies .  But ,

now,  h is  son  and  h js  daugh te r  w i l l  no t .

M:  You 've  been ac t ive  in  the  communi ty  fo r  a  long t ime.

A :  I ' ve  a lso  been  tha t  ac t i ve  in  po l i t i cs .

M:  What  ac t i v i t i es  have  you  been  invo lved  in ,  i n  po l i t i cs?

A:  We ' l1o  the  most  impor tan t  one tha t  I  d id ,  I  was  campaign  manager  fo r

Ben Barnes here when he f j rst  aot  e lected Lieutenant Governor,  and

then when he got re-dlected Lieutenant Governor.  We campaigned for

L loyd  Bentsen.  I ' ve  cont r ibu ted  and campaigned fo r  Ta t i .  I ' ve  cam-

pa' igned for some of the others l ike Raul  Muf, iz,  J im Kaster.  I  got

involved in the School  Board race. Do you want to hear about that?

I  was on the other s ide.

Go ahead.

Joe Pifrdn was running for the School Board. Joe piff 'dn is a very good

man and he  and I  were  a t  UTEP toqether .  He 's  a  pharmacfs t .  He runs

the Bank Pharmacy with Frank Mipula,  so I 've known him for years.

We11,  Haro ld  Wiggs ,  who 's  the  pres ident  o f  the  E l  Paso Schoo l  Board ,

I ' ve  known fo r  years  a lso .  l , r le l l ,  Haro ld  Wiggs  and Ted Karam asked

me ' i f  I  wou ld  he lp  ' i n  Haro ld  Wiqqs '  campa iqn .  And  I  sa id ,  " l , Je l l ,  I ' ve

known Haro ld  fo r  twenty  years .  I ' . |1  be  g ' lad  to  he1p. "  So then they

asked me i f  I  wou ld  be  the  Treasurer  fo r  h is  campaign .  So an  ad  came

out  in  the  paper  suppor t ing  Haro ld  Wjggs  and i t  sa id ,  "Pa id  fo r  by

Dr .  E .  A .  Agu i la ro  Treasurer . ' r  In  the  meant ime Joe P i idn  had been

advocat ing al l  these chanqes in the school  system. Now, Joe pi f fdn

isnr t  comple te ly  wronq.  Don ' t  m isunders tand me.  But  where  I  d isagree

with Joe is,  for  example,  when he wanted the El  Paso School  Board to

dec la re  the  l6 th  o f  September  a  ho l iday  here  in  E l  Paso fo r  schoo ls .

4B
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Wel l ,  to  me tha t ' s  r id i cu lous .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  see  Joe  go  to  Ju#ez

and try and get the mayor over there to declare the 4th of  July a

ho l iday  over  the re .  I t ' s  no t  go ing  to  be .  Th is  i s  r id i cu lous ,  and

th is  i s  one o f  the  th ings  tha t  I  d isagreed w i th  h im on.  Now,  some

of  the  o ther  th ings - - the  d isc r im jna t ion  tha t  ex is ts ' i n  the  E l  Paso

Pub l ic  Schoo l  Sys tem-- ' i t  ex is ts ,  there 's  no  ques t ion  about  i t .  I t  has

ex js ted ,  i t ' s  ge t t ing  be t te r  and I  have no  quar re l  w i th  Joe over  tha t .

But ,  anyway,  Joe P i i ldn  ca l l s  me and he 's  a l1  upset .  "What  a re  you

try ' ing to do?" And, of  course, the other guy that was running for

the  schoo l  was  C leo fas  Ca l le ros ;  may he  res t  in  peace.  Now,  C leo fas

Cal le ros  was a  very  oood f r iend  o f  my fa ther - in - law,  and I ' ve  known

Cleofas Cal leros for  years.  When I  was court ing my wife,  I  used to

qo to their  house on Ar izona Street and Cleofas was there.

I  knew h im.

0K.  Wel l ,  you  know what  k ind  o f  a  man he was.  He had an  a t t i tude ,

he was very a1oof.  He was the "Great Cleofas Cal leros" and you better

l is ten to what he had to say and he was not interested in your

op in ion .  H is  op in ion  was the  one tha t  counted .  ln le11,  I  used to  see

h im a l l  the  t ime  a t  the  Va lenzue las ' ,  and  I  wou ld  go  say  "He l lo "  and

he wou ldn ' t  even answer  me- - th is  type  o f  th ing .  So,  anyway,  when th is

thing with the School  Board came around they got al l  upset wi th me

and I  go t  a l l  k inds  o f  ca l l s .  Joe  P i f fdn  says  one day ,  "We want  to

come and ta lk  to  you. "  And I  sa id ,  "F jneo you come and ta lk  to  me. "

So, they showed up in my of f ice--Joe pi f ro i r ,  Cl ,eofas Cal leros,  Sam Duke

and about  f i ve  o r  s ix  o ther  peop ' le .  Wel l ,  the  f i rs t  th ing  tha t  Joe

and I  d iscussed is  th is  th ing  about  the  ad .  And he  says ,  "We1 ' l ,

why  are  you he lp ing  h im?"  And I  sa id ,  "Because they  asked me. "  He
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sa id ,  "We l l ,  why?"  I  sa id ,  "We l I ,  I ' ve  known Haro ld  Wiggs  fo r

twenty  years  and I  l i ke  h im and I  th ink  he 's  do ing  a  good job  and

tha t ' s  why  I 'm suppor t ing  h im. "  And he  says ,  "Why aren ' t  you  suppor t ing

I  sa id ,  "Because  you  haven ' t  asked  me. "  He  says ,  " I  d idn ' t  ca l l

you?"  I  sa id ,  "Nor  lou  d idn ' t  ca l l  me.  I f  you  had ca l led  me before

they did I  probab' ly would have supported you, even though I  don' t  agree

wi th  some o f  the  th ings  you ' re  t ry ina  to  pu t  across . "  Then C leo fas

Cal leros comes around and boy, may he rest  jn peace, but I  b lasted him.

I  had been wa i t ing  fo r  h im fo r  years .  I  to ld  h im,  "Us ted  n i  los
/' buenos  d ias 'me da . "  He  s ta r ted  to  te l l  me,  "Pues ,  gue  un  amigo ,  que

los  Va lenzue la ,  que m' i  compadre  Va lenzue la  y  como us ted  que es  e1

yerno y  es . . . "  " jDesde cuJndo somos tan  amjgos?"  d i ie .  "Pues ,

s i  nos  encont ramos tan tas  veces  y  n i  los  'buenos a /as 'me daba. "  But

anyway,  I  go t  invo lved in  tha t  th ing .  0 f  course ,  I  go t  jnvo lved w i th

Sal Berroteran. I  helped Sal  Berroteran when he was running for

po l i t i cs .  I  a l so  he lped  Br i sco ;  no t  tha t  I  pa r t i cu la r l y  f  i ked  Br i sco ,

pero  be tween Br isco  and S issy  Farentho ld ,  I 'd  ra ther  have Br isco .

0 f  course ,  tha t ' s  the  way  po l j t i cs  i s .  I  guess  you 'd  have  to  c ' l ass i f y

me as  a  conserva t ive .  I 'm no t  a  rad ica l .

Are you a Democrat?

Yes,  I 'm a  Democra t ,  no  ques t ion  about  tha t .  Bu t  I  ge t  a long f ine  w i th

them.  I t ' s  jus t  l i ke  [ th is : ]  we had a  par ty  a t  the  Count ry  C lub

and Wil l iams and l {oodrow Bean [were]  there ta]k ing to each other.

Now, how much of  a spread do you want in the Democrat ic party?

You 've  a lso  been very  invo lved ' in  vo lun tary  communi ty  ac t i v i t jes .

What  pos i t ions  have you occup ied- -appo in ted  pos i t ions- - loca11y?

M:
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Wel l ,  I  m igh t  a lso  te l ' l  you  about  th is  Communi ty  Co l lege.  I  was  one

of  the  or ig ina l  peop le  tha t  ran  on  tha t  Communi ty  Co1 ' lege and I ' ve

been a Trustee of  i t .  I  was just  re-elected to a s ix-year term last

year.  I t  was very funny that HJctor Bencomo decided to f i ' le against

me.  He ran  aga ins t  me in  th is  e lec t ion .  Now,  somebody adv ised h im

to run against  me. He would have been better of f  running against  Joe

Foster.  Joe Foster and I  ran for re-elect ion last  year for  the

Communi ty  Co l lege.  Now,  don ' t  m isunders tand me;  Joe Fos ter  has  done

a good job  and he 's  worked a  lo t  fo r  the  Co l lege.  But ,  when you ' re

look ing  a t  te rms o f  an  e lec t ' ion ,  j f  I  had  been Hdctor  Bencomo I

wou ldn ' t  have run  aga ins t  another  Mex ican.  I  wou ld  have run  aga ins t

Joe Foster.  But he was advised to run against  me. The reason he

was adv ised to  run  aga ins t  me is  because o f  the  same th ing- -go ing

back to the El  Paso School  Board.  By the way, I  got  some threatcrn-

ing  phone ca l l s  dur ing  tha t  Schoo l  Board  e lec t ion .  I  go t  some

obscene phone cal ls and we got some at home. In fact ,  my oldest

boy answered one of  them and they thouqht he was I ,  and they

proceeded to  g ive  h im a l l  th is  sor t  o f  s tu f f .  I  a lso  be long to

the  Deve lopment  Board  up  a t  UTEP.  I ' ve  been on  there  fo r ,  I  guess ,

four  years  now.  I 'm a  D i rec tor  o f  the  E l  Paso Rehab i l i ta t ion  Center

and,  o f  course ,  I 'm on  the  board  o f  the  Yucca Counc i l .  I ' ve  served

on the El  Paso Boy Scout Board of  Directorso but that  was before i t

became fashionable to work wi th the Boy Scouts--many years ago. I 've

served on the City-County Board of  Heal th for  two years and the reason

Pete Dewetter didnrt  re-appoint  me to that  was because he wanted me

to go to the Housing Authority. He moved me over and I served two

years  as  the  Hous inq  Author i ty  Commjss joner .  Ber t  Wj l l jams wou ld
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no! re-appoint  me to that .

Center Board of  Directors

Adiustments and Appeal  s of

o f  the  C i ty  o f  E l  Paso.
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Right  now I 'm on  the  Ch j ld  Trea tment

and I  served on  th is  Bu i ld ' ing  Board  o f

the Ci ty.  Now I 'm on the Finance Commit tee

From a l1  your  invo lvement  in  loca l  po f i t i cs  and your  vas t  knowledge

about the community,  how do you see the posi t ion of  Mexicans in

E l  Paso r igh t  now,  and what  do  you th ink  the  fu tu re  i s?

t , r l e l l ,  I ' l l  t e l1  you .  I  th ink  i t ' s  ge t t ing  be t te r  a l l  the  t ime .

l , ' le have come a long way s ' ince I  was a k id.  But you know what the

t roub le  i s  w i th  the  Mex ican peop le?  I  don ' t  have to  te l ' l  you  th is .

I f  we wou ld  qu i t  f igh t ing  each o ther  and un i te  our  e f fo r ts ,  we

would be in a t remendous posi t ion.  l , , le could accompl ish everything

i f  we wou ld  jus t  work  together ;  bu t  we don ' t .  Todo e l  t iempo nos

andamos pe leando.  I  don ' t  know why i t  has  to  be  l i ke  tha t ,  bu t  i t

a lways  i s .

How do you assess the future then?

I assess i t  the same way. I f  we could just  get  together we could

accompl ish  a  lo t .  A  lo t  cgn  be  accompl ished.  You know the  o ld

saying: You can catch more f l ies wi th honey than you can with any-

th ing  e lse .  Le t ' s  suppose  someth ing .  Suppose  there 's  an  e lec t ion  in

two months and suppose that a good man presents himsel  f  as a cand' idate

fo r  o f f i ce- -a  Mex ican man.  And he  i l  a  good man.  Now,  I 'm no t

ta lk ing  about  a  per fec t  man because there 's  no  such th ing .  I 'm ta lk -

ing  abou t  a  good  man.  He  w i l l  have  h is  good  qua l i t i es  and  h is  bad

qua l i t ies ,  jus t  l i ke  the  res t  o f  us- -bu t  a  good man who has  t r ied

and who you know wi l l  do  h is  bes t .  I f  a l l  o f  us  wour ld  suppor t  h im,

M:

A:

M:

A :

that  man could be elected alything he wanted in th is c ' i ty .  But
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the t rouble is that  there's always many, many, many ways in which

the so-cal led Mexican vote can be sp1i t .  0f  course, we suffer f rom

the o ld  d isease tha t  we don ' t  rea l l y  care  what  takes  p lace .  Look

how many people register to vote.  How many peop' le register to vote

and donot  take  advantage o f  i t?  They  don ' !  vo te .  De nada nos  s i rve .

I t ' s  no  use  o f  us  hav ing  59% of  the  popu la t ion  i f  we have on ly  30%

of the voters.  ldhat di f ference does i t  make? What good does i t  do?

Th is  i s  where  you have to  make peop le  see the i r  one l i t t le  vo te  does

make a di f ference. We have [ t f rat  problem] throughout the whole

count ryo  bu t  j t ' s  worse  here  in  E l  Paso.  Not  th is  pas t  e lec t ion ,

but two years ago [we had] 800, 900 people registered in a precinct

in  Sou th  E l  Paso  and  
. I32  

vo ted ;  tha t ' s  r id i cu lous .

Dr .  Agu i la ro  I  want  to  ask  you a  ques t ion  regard inQ

the dent is ts  who prac t ice  in  JuJrez  near  the  br idqe.

the ef fect  of

What effect

has  tha t  had on  the  dent is t ry  p ro fess ion  in  E l  Paso?

A:  We11,  i f  I  were  to  te l l  you  i t  has  no  e f fec t  I  wou ld  be  ly ino  to

you. I t  dogs have an ef fect .  Unfortunately,  most of  the t ime

it 's  a very negat ive and poor ef fect .  Now, let  me give you some

background.  F j rs t  o f  a l l ,  there  are  90-some dent is ts  in  Ju f , rez .

I  shou ld  say  90  "so-ca l led"  dent is ts  in  Ju f , rezn  because ou t  o f  those

90-some there's about 45 who are graduates of  a school .  l , ' le l l ,  what

about the others? The others are ex-taxi  dr ivers,  ex-bartenderso

ex-carpenters,  you name i t .  They have not gone to school .  They're

bushwhackers ,  whatever  you want  to  ca l l  them-- tha t ' s  what  they  are .

We11, then how do they pract ice? They pract ice throuqh the courtesy

of  the  "mord ida . "  And I 'm be ing  very  honest  w i th  you.  Now,  they
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will come down from Mdxico City from the Department of Procuruaurl{

Federa l  and they  w i l l  c lose  them up.  They ' l l  s tay  c losed fo r  four ,

f i ve ,  s ix  days  and then they  open up  aga in .  Why? We11,  because some-

body got a pay-of f  under the table.  These people don' t  have a

l icense. They're not graduates of  a school  and there arg laws in the

s ta te  o f  Ch ihuahua tha t  con t ro l  the  prac t ice  o f  dent is t ry ,  bu t  no-

body  en forces  them,  much less  where  there 's  a  mord ida  be ing  g iven.

0K. Nowo the dent ists who are graduates of  a school  who belong to

the organizat ion have come over here and asked us many t imes to

he lp  them.  We l1 ,  we  can ' t  do  any th ing .  Ac tua l  1y ,  i t ' s  the i r  p rob lem.

I t rs  the i r  law and the i r  count ry  and they ' re  the  ones  tha t  shou ld

enforce  the i r  laws.  They  don ' t .  0K.  But  the  prob lem becomes th js - -

and th is  i s  our  b ' igges t  p rob lem here  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  or  in  any

country--educat inq the publ  ic .  The average person does not know

what good dent istry and bad dent istry are.  People go to Jua/rez to

save money, and I  don' t  b lame them. Fine. They should go to save

money. i f  they  ge t  the i r  money 's  wor th  in  re tu rn .  But  they  donr - t .

That ' s  where  the  b ig  p rob ' lem comes in .  Now,  i f  you  have a  qood

dent ist  in one corner of  an intersect ion i  n Jut i rez,  and by that I

mean a  graduate  dent is t  who 's  a  good dent is t ,  and you have a  bush-

whacker on the other corner,  the good dent ist  cannot af ford to take

the t ime to do a good gold crown because he has to take a certain

amount of  t ime. Across the corner is the bushwhacker who can make

one of  those t in can crowns that they used to make here way back in
. |9 . |0 .  

He can do  i t  in  15  minu tes  and charge l / :  o f  the  fee  over  here .

We11, the average person doesn' t  know the di f ference between a good

go ld  cas t  c rown and a  t in -can c rown.  A l1  they  know is  there 's  two
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crowns being of fered--one at  so much and one at  one-third of  that

pr ice- So they go over here.  So then the qood dent ist  in Jua'rez

is  ob l jqed to  s ta r t  do ing  c rummy dent is t ry  l i ke  th is  o ther  guy  so

he can make a  l i v ing . .  0K.  So the  peop le  f rom E l  Paso go  over  there

to save money. And l ike I  say,  I  don' t  b lame them. When peop' le

come in here and say that we're too expensive and they want to go

over  there  I  sayr  "F ' ine ,  Vou go  r igh t  over  there . "  But  one o f  the

th ings  you have to  take  in to  accounto  and th is  i s  ius t  an  example ,

a  denta l  techn ic ian  in  Ju#ez  w i l l  earn  f rom 
. |00  

to  150 pesos  a

week.  A  denta l  techn ic ian  in  E l  Paso has  to  earn  a t  leas t  $ . l25 ,

$ . |50 ,  $ . |75  a  week  o r  he  can ' t  make  a  l i v ing .  We1 ' l  o  the re 's  jus t

one facet of  the di f ference. Nowo I  make more money out of  taking

care and repair ing and redoing the Ju{rez dent istry than I  thought,

because people go over there and they get a1l  th is s loppy work done

and then they have to come back and have i t  done over.  I  just  wish

that they would get good dent istry so they donrt  have to pay twice.

In your own pract ice over the years,  what percentage of  your pat ients

have been Ang los?

I would say around maybe 35 to 40%, somewhere in there.  The rest

are  Mex ican peop le .

Is there any preference on the part  of  the Anglo populat ion to go

to  an  Ang lo  dent js t  and make a  d is t inc t jon  be tween one and the  o ther?

0n a general  average, t to,  a l though I  know of several  instances where

i t  does happen. For example,  I  had an Ang' lo f r iend of  mine who worked

for the El  Paso Natural  Gas Company. He told th is fe l low worker,  of

his to come and See pr and as soon as he told him my name the guy

sa id ,  "We l l r  ho ,  I  donr t  wan t  to  go  see  a  Mex ican  den t i s t . "  So  he

d idn ' t  come.  But  th is  i s  one ins tance,  and I 'm sure  tha t  there  are

glhefs that  I  donrt  know about.
END
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