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Good luck on finals from the Prospector Spring 2016 staff

THE PROSPECTOR STAFF

(Top Row) Rene Degadillo, Michaela Roman, Jose Soto, Adrian Broaddus, Jacobo De La Rosa, Luis Gonzalez (Bottom Row) Veronica Gonzalez, Angel Ulloa, Julia Hettiger, Kathleen Flores, Jasmine Aguilera, Amanda Guillen

Not Shown: Andres Martinez, Christopher Zacherl, Javier Cortez, Juan Carlos Navarrete, Christopher Pifiones, Mike Vasquez, Omar Hernandez,
Christian Vasquez, Valerie Delgado, Daniela Rodriguez, Edgar Hernandez, Vanessa Guevara, Malia Greene, Marcela Luna, Isabel Castillo

More than a Copy

BY JASMINE AGUILERA

The Prospector

My life before The
Prospector is a blur.
That may sound like
an exaggeration, but
before I walked into
105 Union Building
East five years ago, the thought of
my future resembled something like
a Picasso painting—the shapes, lines
and hues coming together to form an
abstract idea of something real.

It was a Sunday when I first walked
into the office. I found a team of re-
porters working on the upcoming
Tuesday’s issue. The editor-in-chief,
Aaron Martinez, gave me a strange
look, as if wondering who would pos-
sibly be okay with coming in to work
on a Sunday. Years later, he confessed

that I annoyed him at first, “not be-
cause I didn’t like you,” he said. “You
were just so shy, but full of potential,
and I was annoyed that you didn’t re-
alize that”

That's one of the best things
about working at The Prospector.
Nearly every student I've worked
with has been professional and has
taken their job very seriously, all
the while supporting and encour-
aging the rest of the staff. We're
competitive, but we lift each other
up and learn from each other.

The Prospector prepared me
for everything that’s coming next.
I'll be graduating on May 14, and
then will be moving to Washing-

ton, D.C. for an internship at The
see JASMINE AGUILERA on page A4

A Long Overdue Goodhye

BY JOSE SOTO
The Prospector

Some  goodbyes
are harder to say
than others, which is
probably why I have
delayed it for so long.
I have spent the ma-
jority of my adulthood in and out of
college. It’s been like a toxic relation-
ship, you break up and get back to-
gether frequently.

But eventually, you have to let it go.
The only difference here is that it re-
ally isn’t a toxic relationship. College
has broadened my mental horizons
and has supplied me with enough
intellect to make substantial contri-
butions to conversations at dinners.
I've absolutely loved my experience
during this academic journey, from

discovering Descartes’ philosophies,
learning to locate accents in certain
Spanish words, to learning about
Pangaea and tectonic plates. But it’s
definitely time to move on.

One of the aspects of college that
I appreciate the most is having the
opportunity to be part of The Pros-
pector. I remember reading the pub-
lication back when I first entered
college and thinking that it would be
awesome to write for them, but that
it would never happen. Years later,
I was hired as an entertainment re-
porter, moved to report for the news
section and then promoted to editor
for both The Prospector and Minero
Magazine. As a multimedia journal-
ism major, The Prospector has pro-
vided me with hands-on training and
experience in the field of journalism,

skills and lessons that I will forever
carry with me.

The Prospector has also introduced
me to many incredible, talented in-
dividuals. Because we work crazy
hours and strive together to produce
good content, the reporters, editors,
photographers and directors at our
publication have gotten to know each
other in ways that we wouldn’t have if
it weren't for our jobs. We are all ex-
tremely different with very different
views, but somehow, someway, we've
bonded. I thank all of the people at
The Prospector for their hard work,
but also for their great friendship.

I especially want to thank Kathleen
Flores, our director, for giving me
such great opportunities, which have
enabled me to pursue greater things.
Everyone else, you have also

see JOSE SOTO on page A4
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Students to celebrate Rainbow Miner Graudation

ILLUSTRATION BY JACOBO DE LA ROSA / THE PROSPECTOR

BY CHRISTIAN VAZQUEZ

The Prospector

This year’s Rainbow Miner Gradu-
ation Reception is being held at the
Peter and Margaret de Wetter Center
(Alumni Lodge) on May 15 from 6
p-m. to 8 p.m. This is an open cel-
ebration of graduating seniors who
identify in the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, intersex and
asexual spectrum.

It is hosted by the Women’s and
Gender Studies Program, the Rain-
bow Initiative from the Student En-
gagement and Leadership Center,
and the UTEP Alumni Pride Net-
work. The event is open to the public
and everyone is encouraged to join.

The reception includes a speech by
Benjamin Alire Sdenz, a nationally
recognized award-winning queer
scholar who teaches creative writing
at UTEP.

There will be drinks and hors
doeuvres along with awards that will
be presented to students, faculty and
staff who are recognized as allies of
the community. Each graduating
student will receive a certificate of
achievement and a rainbow tassel
they can wear at graduation.

Juggling college life, future plans,
a job and on top of that dealing with
the social stigmas can be hectic for
some in the LGBTQIA community.
The recognition that students receive
during this event is part of an ongo-
ing effort to create a safe space for
marginalized groups who face big-
otry and discrimination at home and
at school.

Gina Nunez-Mchiri, interim di-
rector of the Women’s and Gender

Studies program, said that she has
had many students impacted by
a lack of acceptance from family
and friends.

“It's been my experience that any
given semester I have a great student
and then they stop coming to class. I
ask them what happened? They say
“Well I came out and my dad kicked
me out of the house and I don’t have
a place to live,” Nuifiez said.

According to a study conducted in
2015 by the Association of American
Universities, three out of four LGBT
students reported that they have ex-
perienced sexual harassment. The
Human Rights Campaign statistics
also show that 26 percent of LGBT
youth, ages 13-17 years old, say their
biggest problems stem from family,
school and a fear of living openly
about their orientation.

“When you are in the middle of
thousands of people, you are small,
but when you are in a special place
where other people are like you and
they’re celebrating you—here you
are, someone. I want our students
to feel validated and recognized)
Nuiiez said.

So far, 30 graduating seniors have
committed to attending this year’s
event. This is a long way from the
first Rainbow Miner Graduation in
2008 that only had five students in
attendance.

One of the main organizers of the
first celebration, Victor Santana-
Melgoza, who is with the UTEP
Alumni Pride Network, spoke about
how this tradition first started.

“I attended Arizona State Univer-
sity, they had a similar reception
called Gold at the End of the Rain-

bow. They gave out rainbow tassels
and honestly I was coming up on my
graduation and I wanted a rainbow
tassel. So I thought ‘hey why not
throw a party for it?”

Coming from a large school with
a set tradition of LGBTQIA affairs,
Santana-Melgoza was shocked when
he first arrived at UTEP and saw a
lack of awareness and inclusiveness
of the LGBTQIA community.

The UTEP Alumni Pride Network
supported the celebration with a
grant to sponsor the event. It is also
a chance for future alumni to net-
work with current alumni. Parents,
Families and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays, a parent group that supports
their LGBTQIA students and chil-
dren, donated the rainbow tassels
this year.

Angelica Moreno, assistant direc-
tor for leadership and inclusion at
the SELC, is one of the organizers
and expressed why this was impor-
tant to her.

“I've known students who have
struggled with their identity and
not had the support of their univer-
sity,” Moreno said. “To be able to be
a part of a program like this means a
lot to me. It lets me know I'm doing

something good for our community
and it's a way to give back to the
LGBT community.”

The deadline for registration for
graduating seniors was May 1, but
students can still attend the celebra-
tion on May 15.

For more information about vol-
unteering or how to donate, email
Moreno at

amoreno37@utep.edu
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The Women and Gender Studies
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and the UTEP Alumni Pride Net-
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JOSE SOTO from page A2

contributed to this journey one way
or another and I thank you all for that
as well. You are all going to go very
far. Tll make sure to keep those tallies
coming (inside joke).

As I start a new endeavor and leave
behind college and my job at The
Prospector, I want the people reading
this to know that anything is possible,
and I genuinely mean that. If I can

accomplish the things that T've done
thus far, you can too. Don't ever doubt
yourself. As long as you have passion
for what you do and know that you
are on your way to better things,

you'll be fine. Carpe Diem!

Jose Soto may NOT be reached of theprospedordaily.

news@gmail.com.
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JASMINE AGUILERA from page A2

New York Times covering poli-
tics for the Washington Bureau.

Who knows what T'll be up to af-
ter the internship, but I'm not at all
scared to handle it thanks to The
Prospector.

I'm lucky enough to work with
some of El Paso’s most talented writ-
ers, photographers and designers, and
I'm sad to be saying goodbye to every-
one. Kathy Flores, our director who
has become like family to me, thank
you for everything you've taught me
and for being so patient through the

learning process every student re-

porter goes through.
All of the other editors on staff,
Amanda, Michaela, Jose, Jacobo,

Adrian (who came up with this col-
umn’s headline) and Andres, you all
have become my best friends. I have
never had a boring day at work with
any of you, and I expect that we will
all continue to be in each other’s
lives—especially considering that
some of you have made me promise
to hire you one day.

Inside 105 Union Building East is
where I spent the majority of my time
at UTEP. It's where I came out of my

shell, grew as a reporter, writer and
even as an artist. It's where I gained
the confidence to say what is on my
mind without hesitation, where I
learned to be a leader, and mostly,
where I learned that I have what it
takes to compete in the cutthroat
world of media.

I'm going to miss this place, but
I'm very excited for what comes next.
That Picasso painting is starting to
look more like an M.C. Escher, it ap-
pears real, yet is completely surreal.

Josmine Aguilern may NOT be reoched af

theprospectordaily.news@gmail.com.

INBRIEF

College of Liberal Arts

COMMENCEMENT SCHEDULE

UTEP will hold three commencement ceremonies on Saturday, Dec. 12 at the
Don Haskins Center. The Haskins Center will open an hour prior to each cer-
emony and entrance is free to the public. Graduates will be seated in alphabeti-
cal order and will exit through the south tunnel. Baby strollers, balloons, noise
makers, tripods and banners are not permiﬂed inside the Don Haskins Center.

Morning ceremony - 92:00 a.m.

Afternoon Ceremony- 2:00 p.m.
College of Business Administration, College of Education and School of Nursing

Evening Ceremony - 7:00 p.m.
College of Engineering, College of Science and College of Health Sciences

A 08 DUoRIEROIESS
ASK FOR GRADUATION PROMOS

RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT WITH YOUR UTEP STUDENT 1.D.

*DISCOUNTS CANNOT BE COMBINED

KERN PLACE: 2604 N. MESA | WEST SIDE: 5905 N.MESA ST.
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UTEP Officials plan for concealed carry

ANDRES MARTINEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
On Aug.1, UTEP will officially be a concealed carry campus.

BY JAVIER CORTEZ Although the process of pass-

The Prospector ing Senate Bill 11 was a relatively

smooth, the campus support for the
The bill was approved, the legisla-

tion was passed and now the plan
that facilitates UTEP’s response to
concealed carry is set in place. On
Aug. 1, UTEP will officially be a con-
cealed carry campus, where students
and faculty alike may bring concealed C C
guns on campus.

In April, UTEP President Diana
Natalicio approved the concealed
carry plan for UTEP and sent it to UT
System Chancellor William McRaven
for approval.

Now, all that is left is the implemen-
tation phase, which includes posting
signage around campus as well as
bringing awareness for the university
community on what they can expect
on Aug. 1.

According to Catie McCorry-An-
dalis, dean of students, most of the
new information regarding concealed
campus carry will be found in the
FAQ section on the campus carry
website. The website will also include
exclusionary zones, where concealed

guns are ot permitted,

Need a last minute
course to graduate?

BARTonline.org

YOUR COMMUNITY COLLEGE SOLUTION

bill was met with a decent amount of
backlash. Most notably, retired com-
munication professor, David Smith-
Soto led the way with critical editorial
pieces regarding guns on campus.

Regardless of
legislation, if someone
Sees a gun on campus
at any time, they

need to be calling

our university police
department.

29

- Catie McCorry-Andalis,
Dean of Students

Spring Intersession
2016 (4 weeks)

Start Date:
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End Date:
Sunday, May 29

www.bartonline.org/transfer.html
Enroll by April 29th

UTEP students also got involved
with an anti-campus carry rally at
Leech Groove back in October 2015.
With respect to the opposition levied
by the student population, McCorry-
Andalis made reference to the small
amount of people who actually have a
concealed handgun license.

“When you look at the facts and fig-
ures related to those who have a con-
cealed handgun license, you're talk-
ing about roughly 2.7 percent of the
population in Texas,” McCorry-An-
dalis said. “When you start breaking
that down, looking at El Paso County,
you're talking about less than half of
one percent of the population”

For McCorry-Andalis, one of the
struggles in the process of adopt-
ing new legislation has been in the
details. Some students have misin-
terpreted the new law for concealed
carry on college campuses as an ex-
tension of open carry.

“What’s most important to us is,
regardless of this legislation, students,
faculty and visitors need to be mind-
ful of their personal safety and seek
out resources or help when needed,”
she said. “Regardless of legislation, if
someone sees a gun on campus at any
time, they need to be calling our uni-
versity police department.”

Nevertheless, some of the student
population does not feel safe with the
idea of some of their peers carrying
guns on campus, no matter how in-
significant the percentage.

“It’s a bad idea that I don't like,” said
Omar Quifionez, freshman liberal
arts major. “I feel less safe because
people get angry for anything. If
someone has a gun they can commit
something bad, so I think we will be
less safe”

While some students are whole-
heartedly against campus carry, other
students such as David Cardenas,

“It's kind of scary, but at the same
time you do feel a little bit safer;
Cardenas said. “Overall, I came to the
conclusion that ’'m kind of against it.
It's not because I don't want to protect
myself or I don't want others to pro-
tect themselves, it’s just (caution) for
everyone (who doesn’t have a gun).”

McCorry-Andalis also stressed the
importance of supporting the law,
while being empathetic to the con-
cerns that some students might have
with campus carry.

“On the other end, concealed hand-
gun owners are deemed safe citizens
no matter where they are. We have to
be really mindful of that]” McCorry-
Andalis said. “T'm not saying that
folks’ concerns or what they may
think about the law (are not impor-
tant), but as a public institution we
have to support the legislation that
has been passed.”

Whether there is or isn't strife with-
in the student population, McCorry-
Andalis believes that come Aug. 1,
UTEP will have a successful transi-
tion to a concealed carry campus.

“We have to recognize that there is
going to be some anxiety and ambi-
guity about what this may mean, butI
am also very confident that we are go-
ing to get through it} McCorry-An-
dalis said. “One of the greatest assets
about UTEP is that we are a commu-
nity that supports one another even
if there are differences of opinion be-

tween one another”

Jovier (orfez may be reached ot theprospectordaily.
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A spring of ups and downs for Natalicio

3

UTEP President Diana Natalicio was named TIME Magazine's 100 most influential people in the world. She has served as UTEP President for 20 years.

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS
The Prospector

As the semester dwindles down,
UTEP President Diana Natalicio re-
flects on the past semester and what
is to come. From suffering cardiac
arrhythmia while she was walking
to the Student Union in February, to
being named as one of TIME Maga-

zine’s 100 Most Influential People in
the World, Natalicio has had a roller
coaster of a semester.

However, Natalicio is not stop-
ping there. She is using the set-
backs to push herself and the uni-
versity forward.

“I've always been blessed with enor-
mous energy reserves and, perhaps
most importantly, I am extremely

passionate and enthusiastic about
the work we are doing at UTEP with
the extraordinary students we serve,”
Natalicio said in an email interview.
“When you love what you do, it’s al-
ways easy to do a little more, and then
a little more after that”

She is currently the longest serving
president of a public university and
has served UTEP for 28 years. Since

Private, compassionate, reproductive healthcare.
Just 45 minutes north of El Paso. No waiting period.

Whole Woman’s Health of New Mexico
3900 E. Lohman Ave, Suite B
Las Cruces, NM 88011
L877) 835-1090
www.wholewomanshealth.com

COALITION

Pool Party
ROT Drinking Party

#BETTEROFFAWESOME

her start at the university, Natalicio
has seen the school evolve and mold
into something remarkable.

“This recognition (TIME Maga-
zine) is very much a reflection on
UTEP’s progress over the past sev-
eral decades,” Natalicio said. “We are
today a totally different institution
in size, in academic programs, in re-
search and, perhaps most importantly
in attitude and institutional self-con-
fidence. We are clear about and proud
of our mission and united in working
hard to achieve it”

Even though the recognition was
aimed at Natalicio, she believes that it
will add more credibility to the stan-
dards that the school is setting.

“It (the recognition) brings in-
creased visibility to UTEP and our
mission to provide highly competitive
educational programs to a historically
underserved student demographic,”
Natalicio said.

Despite the few downhill slumps,
the spring semester brought mostly
highs to the school, according to
Natalicio, including the celebration
of the 50th anniversary of the 1966
mens basketball championship team.

UTEP held a celebration at Me-
morial Gym in February as part of a
filming of a CBS documentary about
the championship that aired nation-
ally several times during March. The
NCAA recognized the 1966 team
again in a tribute during Final Four
weekend in Houston in early April.

“Below a bold UTEP logo on the gi-
ant video board above the arena floor,
our 1966 team members assembled to
receive the huge crowd’s respect and
cheers,” Natalicio said. “What a won-
derful sight and such a well-deserved
tribute to our talented and coura-
geous Miners.”

She also has numerous ideas and
goals for the future. Her, along with
her team, are planning for a new in-
terdisciplinary research building in
place of the Burges and Barry Halls.
She mentioned plans to start a new
School of Pharmacy and offering a
Doctor of Pharmacy degree. These
are just some of the plans she wants to
implement in the coming years.

“We have been working on a very
exciting comprehensive student suc-
cess plan, developed in conjunction

(44

SPECIALTO THE PROSPECTOR

with our accreditation re-affirmation
review, which seeks to integrate a
number of specific initiatives across
the campus designed to ensure UTEP
graduates’ competitiveness with their
peers anywhere in the world,” Natali-
cio said.

With the semester dwindling down,
Natalicio will prepare for commence-
ment where she will attend all three
ceremonies.

“It's a wonderful feeling to see the
growing number of UTEP graduates
who cross the stage at commence-
ment,” Natalicio said. “T'm especially
excited to consider the huge impact
that this graduation milestone repre-
sents not only in the lives of the grad-
uates themselves, but of their families
and the prosperity and quality of life
of this entire region.”

When you love what you
do, it's always easy to
do a little more, and
then a little more after
that.

2

- Diana Natalicio,
UTEP President

With the sending forth words, Na-
talicio has a piece of advice she wants
to share with the graduates:

“Be proud of what you've already
accomplished and confident that
you are well prepared through your
UTEP education to pursue whatever
post-graduate path you may want to
follow;” Natalicio said. “The quality
of your UTEP degree is now widely
recognized and highly valued. Seek a
future pathway that you truly enjoy”

Adrian Brooddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.



THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO
CLASS OF 2016

DOCTORAL
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Doctor of Philosophy

Hussein Ali Ahmad Abdoh
Mishaw Tyron Cuyler
Gabriela Lorena Flores
Sayan Sarkar

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Doctor of Education

Maria Teresa Esquivel
Amy M. Serafini
Adam Robert Starke

Doctor of Philosophy

Yirah Mariana Valverde
Luciene Soares Wandermurem

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Doctor of Philosophy

Mark David Flores

Sundeep Infi

Bhanukiran Gurijala

Oscar Antonio Perez

Ivan Arturo Renteria Marquez

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Doctor of Philosophy

Susannah Estelle Aquilina
Pamela Kay Krch

Juana MorielPayne
Heather Marie Sinclair
Nikki Ann Agee
Cassandra Dulin

Lindsay Kathryn Hamilion
Melanie R. Salome
Zachary Aaron Warzacka
Ciara Katelyn Kidder
Brandt Adair Smith

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
Doctor of Philosophy

Yenni Alejondra Garcia
Naihsuan C. Guy
Angelica Paricia Lopez
George Steven Martinez
Zachary Sean Martinez
Luis Valdes Rodriguez
Nathaniel Scoft Schocker
Victor Manuel Avila
Syprose Kemunto Nyachoti

Engineering/Science - Interdisciplinary
Doctor of Philosophy

Ernesto Javier Rubio Jr

Christina Lee Arendt

Juan Hilario Leal

Hugo lopez

Carmen Raquel Rocha Gutierrez
Monica Adriana Torres

Nubia Zuverza Mena

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Doctor of Philosophy

Maria Del Carmen Sajquim De Torres
Doctor of Physical Therapy

Luis Adrian Ponce

SCHOOL OF NURSING

Doctor of Nursing Practice

Cheryl Brown

Jennifer Janet DeRoy
Janette Beatriz Espinoza
Erika Garcia

Veronica Maria Guardado
Edgor Jimenez

Annefte Miranda

MASTER’S
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Master of Accountancy

Raul A. Arambula
Sarch Emily Byme
Jared Escobar

Edith Stybalis Gamez
Lauren Marie Gute
Alejandra Lorenzana
Anakaren Moreno Martinez
Carlos Joel Nunez
Carlos A. Ortiz
Marisela Padilla
Linda Angelica Parga
Donnie Ryan Parker
Sharmin Patwary
Juan Carlos Pena
Luis Andres Priefo
Oscar Ivan Valles

Master of Business Administration

Priscila Anette Carbojal Loya
Sergio Carrillo Jr

Chantal Diaz de Leon Gonzalez
Peter Jacob Fenn

Alejandra Gomez

Jesus Martin Moncada
Aimee P. Olivas

Talia Raya

Kayla Lynn Riede

Elena Romero

Melinda G. Steans

Diego Alejandro Vazquez

Master of Science

Wesley Austin Miller
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Master of Arts

Angel Salvador Marquez Jr
Master of Education

Melody Diane Abbott
Melissa Aguilera Martinez
Lorena Alvarez

Adom Daniel Armstrong
Jesus Martin Arvizuo
Bianca Mona Balderrama
Kimberly Benford

Rebeca Leticia Blanco
Roberto Carlos Burciaga
Anais Celene Cadet
Danelle Tiara Carlos

Elsa Ivett Chavira

Isaac Wendell Cisneros Williams
Romelia Diaz

Laura Angelica Dominguez
Javier Gurrola Duenes Jr.
Andliese Nicolette Elliott
Emmanuel Ivan Enriquez
Ruben C. Esirada Sr
Sayda Fairfield

Paula Ann Figueroa

Laura Angelica Gallardo Confreras
Sandra Gandarilla

Paige Gonsalves

Maria Angeles Gonzalez
Ana Hadavi

Christina L. Hale

David Herrera 1ii

Kerri Virginia Hubacker
Ekal Charles Imana
Melissa Rebecca Lara
Maura Lorena Loya

Reyna Anays Loya
Carolina E. Machado
Lauren Martinez

Elishia Monai Mata
Cynthia Mercodo

Isabel C. Montes

Imperia Talitha Navarro
Veronica Suzanne Pease
Sacheen S. Ramos
Vanessa Yvette Rendon
Gricelda Elizabeth Revelez
Nadia Rivas

Evonne Rodriguez

Sandra Teresa Salas
Lorena Guadalupe Salgado
Maelissa Sanchez
Katherine Elizabeth Simm
Angelica Maria Soto
Celia Maria Suarez
Cynthia Lorena Tovar
Melissa Ann Trejo

Leticia Webb

Vanessa Zenteno

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Master of Engineering in Civil and

Environmental Engineering

Arthur Aranda Il
Manuel Talomantes

Master of Science

Al Are Ak Cuardad

Edgar Francisco Armendariz

Jose Antonio Avila

Luis Carlos Banuelos-Chacon

Aleida Betancourt

Edgar Bustomante

Miguel Angel Carrera Sr
fejandra Goadalipe Costel

Carlos Alberio Catzin

Jose Emigido Cervantes Gomez

Goutham Krishna Chal

Eira Karina Chico

Karla Violeta Corral

Angel Saray De la Rosa

Patricia De la Rosa

Alberto Delgado

Elizabeth Delgado

lleana Delgado

Alan Alberfo Esparza Hernandez

Sai Kiran Kumar Gomatham

Alexander Gomez

Juan Jose Gomez Chavez

Monica Del Rosario Gonzalez

Rebekah Lyn Gruver

Alberto Isaac Guerrero

Sergio Emanuel Guerrero

Jesus Javier Gutierrez

Enrique Jimenez

Jessica Marie Jimenez

Sai Dhiresh Kilari

Gustavo Alberto Lara Saenz

Daniel Abraham Marquez

Noel Pedro Martinez

Troy Anthony McGarity

Israel Michel

Jessica Lourdes Miramontas

Jessica Montes

Juan C. Munoz Molina

Margarita Muro

Saurabh R. Nayyar

Emmonuel Jose Ochoa

Rodolfo Rascon

Jose Francisco Rea Villalobos

Lorenzo Ivan Renteria

Alejondra Salaices Gomez

Manuel Alfredo Salas

Cheik Oumar Farouck Sana

Kiralise Silva

Manuel O. Silva

Oliver Stone Intwari Sindayigaya

Louis Charles Steinmetz

Karina Terrazas

Jagadish Thimiri Mallikarjan

Eduardo Javier Torres

Leticia Valles

Omar Daniel Vidana

Ricardo Alberto Villa

Corinne Nicole Wittmann

Alberto Antonino Yepez

!

Master Science in
Environmental Engineering

Casar Alberto Alvarez
Mayra Consuelo Chavez
Oluwaseye Michael Owoseni

Master of Science in
Information Technology

Oluwaseyi Joseph Babatunde

Jessica A. Talavera Sanchez

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES

Master of Public Health

Lacey Elizabeth Alost

Amir Gerardo Hernandez
Luz Maria Luna

Mariel Christina Mafomoros
Juan Jose Romirez Burciaga
Silvia Salinas Lopez
Heather Nicole Sandford

Master of Rehabilitation Counseling

Stephanie Renee Chapman
Arturo Espinoza

Elizabeth Gandarilla
Magdalena Elizabeth Garcia
Hazel Harrison

Stephany Nicole Martinez
David Benjamin Pineira

Master of Science

Annalisa Geri Acquaviva
Mar Alejondra Bonilla Yanez
Francisco Fernandez Jr
Kara Ashian Greco

Kristin Roe Hernandez

Lorin Robert Jeppsen

Ashley A. Konrardy
Marcantonio Diego La Puma
Crystal Mirosalba Lara
Paulina Mejia

Ashlie Danielle Mena
Manuel A. Mireles
Madeleine Caroline Montoya
Callie Sarai Ortega

Linda N. Phan

Chiara Marie Rodriguez
Gabriela |. Rodriguez
Paulina Sanchez Barrios
Jennifer Dawn Smith

Casey Spelman

Jessica Valles

Master of Social Work

Erika Karina Alcala

Ruben Anguiano Il

JoAnna Lee Arriola

Diana Fabiola Castillo
Tonya Marissa Cena

Tricia Flake

Kezia Leonor Flores

Liliana Iveth Flores

Feliza Daghmar Galindo-Insurriaga
Josephine Elizabeth Gering
Joe Antonio Gonzales Jr
Norma Hilda Gonzalez
Bernadine Green

Mica Lynn Hoeltge

Tyanna May Holland

Amy Elizabeth Joyce

Laura Cristina Lopez
Lorenzo Humberfo Marmolejo
Nahomi Naxely Martinez
Marcus Aarron McDuffie Sr
Mikoela L McKee

Krizia Denisse Mendez
Stephanie Lovise Mitchell
Maria Angelica Montes
Jeaneth Rubi Moreno-Payne
Claudia Munoz

Elsie Munoz

Ana Zolitzin Munoz Talavera
Melissa Oliva

Michelle Nicole Regalado
Patrick Joseph Ryan
Christion M. Salas

Renee Tellez

Samantha Villedo Ungos
Jorge Alberto Villalobos Jr.

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Master of Arts

April Marie Aguilar
Miriam Josephine Alvarez
Feliciano Arrieta Jr
Aaron Backer

Justin Bereiter

David Paul Bogert Jr
Andrea Phiana Borunda
Matthew Christopher Boyle
Ivan Numdoo Cho

Wee Keong Chong
Matthew Clark

Andrew Carl Cooman
Shellyann Corbin

Leonel Ariel Correa
David C. Cox

John Dalessio

Javier M. Delgado
Victoria Esirada

Patrick Frank Feild
Carlito Omaga Flores
Donald Joseph Gallagher I
Tony Lorenzo Gurrola
Kerry Guthria

Alejandra Gutierrez
Jezebel Hagar

John F. Houck

Aaron James Hyder
Rickey Gerard Jackson
Edwin Robert Johnston
Erica A. Jones

Anna Montserrat Klink
lan Anson Lee

Michael Shane Lewallen
Kenah Rey Linger

Joshua Isaich Lopez

Keith Patrick Lowry
Matthew Gilbert Marquez
Clay Andrew Mattson
James Ray McDuffie Jr
John Daniel Mitchel

Noelle Michelle Molinar
Carolina Monsivais
Yolanda Denise Ochoa
Terry Ann Ontfiveros
Eduardo Oropeza-Sanchez
Mitchell Ryan Overton
Vanessa Pantoja

Edna Denise Pena

Jamie K. Price

Stephanie Marie Reyes
Guillermo Rivas

Julian De Jesus Rodriguez
Robert Rodriguez Il

Delfin Jonel Romani

Maria Salinas

Harold Ellsworth Sampson Il
Ernest Sanchez Jr

John R. Sanger

Maid Sarah

James Leonard Schumacher
Angela Jacqueline Silva
Edwin Carter Sizer Jr.

Emily Elena Slape

Dean Smith

Richard Jovan Spikes Jr
Evan Marie Staplefon
Beatriz Marie Suro Maldonado
Sergio Manuel Tarin

Tei Kwaw Tawiah

Corey Albert Thompson
Ruben Torres Jr

Trenton Anthony Trammell
Stephanie Uccles

Jennifer Diane Urban-Flores
Amanda Nicole Vegso
David Paul Vosburgh
Walden Wagner Il

Jarrett Peter Williams

Teng Leong Wong

Vernon E. Yates

Master of Arts
in Interdisciplinary Studies

Karla Astrid Vasquez

Master of Arts in Teaching

David Medina Jr
Liubov Shafirovich

Master of Defense
and Strategic Studies

Justin Davidson

Gareth James Kilpatrick
Ronald Krause

Walter Thomas Rand
Daniel Willing

Master of Fine Arts

Sarah Abigail Adleman
Shannon Lee Bianco
Darlene Priscilla Campos
Robert Allen Crowl
Giannina Mariana Deza
Grayson Thomas Edds
Clinton Kieth Hale

Meagan Hizabeth Kinley
Gianfre G L

Tammy Patrice Mckillip
Daniel Lee Pickles
Gerard Stephen Robledo
Marco Anfonio Rodriguez Murillo
Aaron Joseph Romano-Meade
Katherine Elizabeth Seltzer

Justin David Stone

Jose A. Valdez Sr

o Bellido

d

Master of Music

Justin Paul Cardenas
Jaleeta Jade Edwards
Diana Lizel Esparza Sapien
Angelina R. Montalvo
Benjamin Thomas Stringer
Juan Manvuel Velazquez

Master of Public Administration

Jacqueline Abigail Arteaga
John Christopher Black
Brian S. Burns

Eric Chastain
Xicotencatl Chocolatl
Harold Cole Jr

Andrew Ubaldino Duffy
Juan Manvuel Duran Jr
Arabeth Gardea
Alexia Hernandez
Frank Hernandez
Cristine Irene Herrera
Jamie Michael Lethiecq

Stephen Douglas Mills
Priscilla Nunez

James Lee Perdue

ltzel Rivera

Jonathan Emanuel Saldana
Ruben Terrazas

Thomas Foster Williams

Master of Science

Marilyn Braun-Epp
Waesley Joseph Dearen
Joseph Julio Sanchez

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
Master of Arts in Teaching

Agamyrat Alfiyev

Ramon Benavides Jr
William Carroll Fanning Il
Ulises Neira-Galaviz
Vincent Angel Novoa
Ashley Danielle Wilson

Master of Science

Behzad Aalipur Hafshejani Sr
Jayalath Abeywardhana
Ahmed Olasunkanmi Ashimi
Ana Cecilia Barrios

Surendra Bhatta

Matthew Robert Fox

Lorena Galvan

Elizabeth Anne Heness
Matthew Hiebing

Khalil Kachmar

Anastasia Katherine Kellogg Ms
Joshua Adan Lara

Josh Coleman Mcfarland
Henry Roger Moncada Lopez
Withana Kank lage U

yang
Munipala

Tun lee Ng

Yvette Pereyra

Arturo Ramirez

Felix Alan Ramirez
Stephanie Ray

Rachel Ann Slank

Nicholas Alexander Talavera
Pei Wang

Pankhuri Wanjari

SCHOOL OF NURSING
Master of Science in Nursing

Melody ljeoma Alino
Shawna Nell Bailey
Nicholas J. Bryant

Scott David Carlsen
Sarah Madigan Evans
Raymundo Gonzalez
Adeliz S. Hemandez
Brandi Lorraine Holcomb
America Jones

Edwin Lopez

Jennifer Lorraine Lopez Mendoza
Nilda Denise Martinez
Melanie Jean McDowell
Claudia Mercado

Loyce Tiomela Mofor
Berenice Monarez
Ashton LeAnne Parham
Ofelia Leyva Portillo
Renato B. Revilla

Rene Richter

Shannon Renae Robison
Ivonne Rosales

Mary Jane Esteban Woods
Marie Theresa Woznicki

Ophylea My Wu
UNDERGRADUATE
COLLEGE ENGINEERING

Bachelor of Science in
Computer Science

Luis Fernando Alcantar

Raul A. Alvarez

Maria Carolina Barraza Enciso
Ulyssas Sherman Bell

Victoria Sophi Bravo

Daniel Coronel Jr

Lee Anthony Curry

Jacob Elizondo

Paola Gallordo

Ricardo Adrian Garcia

Raul Abner Gomez

Jose L. Herrera Jr

Carmel Heydarian

Kevin Patrick Keenan

Marco Antonio Lopez Pena
Guillermo Macias

Jose Luis Macias

Angelica Margarita Martinez Jovel
Catalina Medrano Miranda
Matthew Jude Melendez




Sophia Isela Salazar
Melissa Alejandra Salinas
Sergio David Samaniego
Annette Sanchez

Edgar Javier Sanchez
Sandra Yomara Sanchez
Aidid Awes Shegow
Ember Layne Sikorski
Jocelyn Smith

Mariel Soto

Alejandro Tafoya

Cesar Valenzuela
Cristina Alejandra Valles
Ramon Valles

Paola Vela

Lucero Velasco

Juan Antonio Verastegui Jurado
Omar G. Villarreal

Daisy Vizcarra

Kaittyn N. Willioms
Daisy Lee Wilson

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Bachelor of
Interdisciplinary Studies

Gisel A. Acevedo

Gloria Stephanie Almaguer
Crystal Avila

Autumn F. Barnes

Jaime Arturo Bencomo Jr.
Giovanni Enrique Bloom
Britiney Amber Booth

Faith Caitlin Boyer

Adriana Camarillo

Linda Jeaniffer Cardenas Del Angel
Olga Erica Carreon
Virginia Sagrero Casiro
Dea G. Chavez

Ashley Marie Connor
Giselle O. Corral

Rhiannon Nicole Dennis
Claudia Gabriela Diaz-Hernandez
Elizabeth R. Dominguez
Brenda Judith Dorador
Silvia Hias

Patrick Joseph Enriquez
Melanie Amber Esparza
Maria Teresa Espinoza
Susana Estrada Martinez
Patricia M. Flett

Bobbie Jo Gallegos

Laura M. Galvan

Susana Karina Guereque
Myma M. Guerrero
Jessica G. Hamilton
Melissa M. Harari

Alyce R. Harrell

Elizabeth Hernandez
Sonia Hernandez

Dora Ivonne Holguin Salcedo
Jacqueline Lizette Kondayya
Briana Berenice Lopez
Roberto Lucero Jr

Christa Luna

Raquel A. Marquez

Jessica Martin Del Campo
Ana Martinez

Jessica Marie Matias-Cuesia
Jacklyn M. Mendoza
Sylvia Guadalupe Mendoza
Alexandria Desfiny Moehlig
April Monarez

Melissa Islas Moreno
Jacob L Newberry
Marissa Nunez

Brianna Mercedes Ochoa
Caitiyn V. Olmstead

Valerie Tirza Pacheco
Emily Rose Ponce

Sarah Ponce

Valerie Quintana

Monica G. Rangel

Jasmine Reyes

Emma Ontiveros Rodriguez
Natancel Rodriguez

Rocio Rodriguez

Jasmin Zamari Rodriquez
Olivia Danielle Ruiz
Andrea P. Saenz

Jacquelyn Rose Saiz

Sarch Nichole Salcido
Jennifer A. Salgado
Melissa Salgado

Audrea Marie Sanchez
Nohely Saucedo

Brandie Joy Splawn
Claudia Nichole Swann
Kristine N. Vandal

Rocio |. Vargas

Jesus Miguel Vazquez
Marisol Venegas

Erika Melissa White

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

Bachelor of Arts

Nicole Christine Ruiz

Bachelor of Business
Administration

Bryan Kesiena Abada
Ahmad Abbod

Austin Leigh Acosta
Esteban Javier Acosta
Marco Andres Aguilar
Fernanda Aguirre

Karen G. Aguirre

Nicole Alexandra Aguirre
Taylor Nicole Aikman
Nicholas John Alarcon
Elliott C. Alcantar

Kristian D. Alegado
Keighton R. Allen

Omar Alonso

Rubi Alonso

Jeanette Alvara

Claudia Alvarado

Meagan Alicia Alvarado
Vanessa Alvarado

Abigail Alvarez

Perla Fabiola Alvelais
Hecior Alonzo Alvidrez Sandoval
Estefania Amato

Angel A. Aragon

Adrian Arambula

Miriam Nayeli Armendariz
Melissa Avila

Jonathan Ayala

Raed Majdi Azzam
Victoria Irma Baca

Bianca Delia Balcazar
Gabriel Guillermo Balderrama
Oswaldo Balderrama
Sergio Dovid Banda
Amanda Danielle Barraza
Brenda Barrios

Cristian Hael Barron
Khalida Behroz

Michael Anthony Bueno
Octavio Bustillos

Andrea Caraveo
Christopher Matthew Caraveo
Julian Cardona

Paola Carmona

Francisco Carrasco Il
Dyilan Omar Carrillo Alvarado
Oscor R. Casanova
Abelardo Castrejon
Rebeca Cazares

Robert Thomas Chacon
Grace Yvette Chavarria
Kevin Alonso Chavez-Bustillos
Cruz Alejandro Chavira Perez
Felix Jorge Cintron

Juan Manvuel Colon
Raymundo Contreras
Anthony Cordova

Daniela Coronado

Pamela Denise Crowley
David L. De Anda
Elizabeth Del Rio

Melissa Ann Delgado

Angelica Haydee Delgado Munoz

Andrew J. Diaz

Cesar Omar Diaz

Jaime R. Diaz

Marina Diaz

Aaron Aguilar Dominguez
Diona Pamela Dominguez
Nicholas Aaron Dooley
Kevin Duran Caballero
Hector Manuel Enriquez
Rodolfo J. Escarsega
Michelle D. Esparza
Javier ivan Espino

Joaquin Esquival Jr
Humberio Esirada

Cacilia Alejandra Estrada Lozoya
Brenda R. Esirada Mendez
Nita C. Falvey

Hanien Ibrahim FaresHammad
Emmanuel Alfonso Favela
Maria Fernanda Fiscal Centeno
Arturo Flores

Igor Alberto Flores

Alfonso Mijail Franco
Jhiovanni N. Franco

Russell Rene Franco Jr
Cynthia Frausto

Cynthia Yadira Frias

Jesus Jacob Fuentes
Lizbeth Alicia Gallardo
Justyne Gandara

Anna Sofia Ganser
Melissa Garcia

QOscar Garcia

Omar Alejandro Garcia Quiroz
Brenda Gomez

Karen Gonzales

Jeanetie Cristina Gonzalez
Jorge Luis Gonzalez Jr
Maryel Gonzalez

Yohaira Grijalva

Hector Grimaldo

Luis Guillen

Trenton A. Henderson
Richard Hernandez Jr
Selina Hernandez
Stephanie Hernandez

Lizeth Alejondra Hernandez Garcia

Andrew J. Hernando
Samantha Alicia Herrera
Selene Y. Herrera
Elizabeth Marie Hiett

Aaron Matthew Huerfa
Albert Hurtado

Alejandra Anchi Ibarra Gopar
Victor Jaimes

Anna-Kay Annmarie James
Valeria Belen Johnson
Stephanie Denise Juarez
Robert Eric Klein

Pamela Kuchle

Kenia I. Levario

Cynthia L Leyva

Doraliz Llamas

Jacobo Filiberto Lopez
Ramon lopez

Karla Lorenzana

Carlos Rafoel Lozano

Itzel Lucero

Aaron Emmanvel Luna
Diana Macias

Joyce Janay Manchack
Adrian Marquez

Karina Marta-Bueno
Christian A. Martin

Joshua Gage Marfin
Cristian Martinez

Elder Martinez

Pamela lizel Martinez Mojica
Aaron |. Mccoy

Andrey Medina

Ricardo Javier Medina
Steve Medina

Clarissa Minako Mejia
Martin Michael Mendivil
Carlos Mendoza

Laura Daniela Miranda
Patricia Miranda

Juan Edvardo Moncada
Andreas Muehlbauer
Arthur lan Muela

Jaime Muniz

Amanda Nicole Munoz
Elizabeth C. Munoz

Zenia Munoz

Silvia Jocelyn Murrieta
Joseph A. Nava
Kawehiokalani Vika Netane
Anacarmida Nevarez
Jaclyn D. Nunez

Laura Irene Nunez

Maria Del Rosario Nunez
Christopher Gerald O'Leary
Hilda Mariana Orozco
Octavio Orozco

Tracy Murell Orr

Gabriel Antonio Ortega
Ivan Gabriel Ortega

Juan Edvardo Ortega
Marco Antonio Ortega
Roy Padilla Jr

Ana Rosario Pages Holguin
Perla Ivonne Palomino
Danielle Lynn Pearson
Isaich Peay

Alejandro Pena

Cynthia Carolina Perales
Alejandra Ponce

Isac Ponce

Rodrigo Prieto

Victoria Christine Ramirez
Juan Rene Ramirez Puente
Brianna Ramos

Martin ). Romos

Zuriel Primo Ramos

Daniel Reyes

Juan Reyes

Ricardo Omar Reyna
Fernando Reza

Rebeca Rico

Melissa Rivera

Maria Fernanda Rivero Puente
Carlos Rodriguez

Eric Rodriguez

Francisco Oswaldo Rodriguez
Joshua Joseph Rodriguez
Juan Antonio Rodriguez
Luis Rodriguez

Odra ). Rodriguez

Saul Fernando Rodriguez
Maria Elena Rodriguez Rojas
Juan Ruben Romero

Jose Manuel Romero Reynaud
Oscar Rosas

Nayely Ruiz

Julie Saenz

Krystal Amanda Saenz
Michelle Salazar

Carlos Omar Salozar-lopez
April Roxana Samaniego
Heber Sanchez

Pamela Kareli Sanchez
Loura Andrea Sandino
Angel Osvaldo Sandoval Soto
Jose Antonio Sapien Jr
Camino Sardinero

Rogelio Alfonso Sayago
Karen Annet Seyffert
Wolfgang Edward Siqueiros
Fernando Solano

Jovanna Solis

Martha Imelda Sosa
Cynthia Carina Sofelo
Mariana Sofelo Sanchez
Christine Michelle Stearns
Anastasiya Sylenko
Martha Alejandra Talamantes
Monica Tarango

Rebecca Tarango

Kevin Wayne Thompson
Michael Aaron Torres
Stephanie Torres

Jafet Uribe

Kevin . Valdez

Adan Valenciana

Anna Elizabeth Valles
Nicole G. Vara

Aileen Varela

Esteban D. Varela

Luis Gerardo Vargas

Lillian Vasquez

Felix L Vazquez Il
Stephanie Melissa Vega
Alicia Venegas

Diego A. Villa

Maribel Villalobos

Ivan Yanez

Jeremy Gabriel Ybarra
Javier A. Zubiate

Norma Zuniga

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES

Bachelor of Science

Noe A. Acosta

Sergio Aguilera

Tomiwa Michael Akinbayo
Emesto A. Alonzo

Ashley Alvarez

Marcel Eugene Alvarez Mr

Paul Taylor Anderson
Dave Gerald Arellano
Mario Armendariz I
Batsy Maria Banuelos
Daisy Banuelos

Zayra Nayeli Barrientos
Eric J. Belisle

Diana Y. Caraveo

Jose Alejandro Carbajal
Erika Michelle Carpinteyro
Michelle Carreon

Ivan Daniel Castillo
Jacqueline Castro

Diana Chavarria
Matthew Aaron Chavez
Pedro Manny Chavez
Jamine Chehade

Maria Teresa Curiel
Zuleika V. Curiel

Adrian De Luna Jr
Kaitlan Rose Devore
Leopoldo Emmanuel Dorantes
Charlotte Ann DuPuy
Diane Encerrado

Kristie Evans

Isaac Fernandez
Haylee Christa Fierro
Eleazar Sagan Figueroa
Jose Angel Flores
Althea Patricia Friday
Oscar Gamez
Alexandra Garcia
Pamela N. Garcia
Andrew Jacob Gomez
Fayon Kamieka Gonzales
Amanda S. Gonzalez
Alfredo Gonzalez Jr.
Job Abner Gracia

Diana E. Guerrero
Judith Gutierrez
Gerardo Hermandez
Jessica Justine Hernandez
Brandon Alan Hicks
Edvardo Holguin Jr.
John P. Irizarry

Crystal M. Khan Hernandez
Kristopher Edward Leon
Lorraine Phillips Lieto
Andrea A. Llimas

Carlos Lopez Jr.

Yvone Lujan

Cecilia Marin

Alejandra Martinez
Ana Rosa Martinez
Cristina Martinez

John D. Martinez

Emma Fabricia Mejia
Sergio A. Mendez
Gilberto Mendoza Jr
Michael Mendoza
Jazmin Andrea Molina
Andres Moreno

Britiney Mosher

Joel Nunez

Margarita Paz

Alberto Daniel Peralta
Victor V. Perez

David Antonio Perez Alba
Jessica Lavon Pilson
Jessica Brianne Porras
Benjamin Alexander Ramirez
Ricardo Reynaga
Adrian Rivera

Erica Vanessa Rodriguez
Laura Yvette Rodriguez
Yasmeen Rodriguez

Eric Jordan Rueda

Aisha Monique Russell
Miguel Angel Saldana
Alberta M. Salinas
Valeria Saucedo
Mariana Serrano
Michelle Sierra

Andrew R. Solecki
Dorothy Marie Stewart
Lizette America Terrazas
Brandon L. Thomas
Adriana Ugalde
Griselda Valadez

Alexis G. Vargas
Monica Vargas

Justin Robert Vasquez
Maria Cristabel Vazquez
Alan Moises Veliz

Ruby Esmeralda Villagrana Moreno

Annabel Vizcoino
Megan Elaine Weatherly

Bachelor of Social Work

Cynthia Araiza

Sandra L Arroyo

Jamal Asad

Lorena Baca

Britiany D. Benavides
Sarah Maria Cardenas
Tania Alejandra Castillo
Yasmin Ceballos
Jessica G. Chavez
Leasette Marie Conway
Esmeralda Hias
Roxana Escudero

Saul Espinoza

Marilyn Fraga

Claudia Janeth Galindo
Ashley Gonzalez

Eva Gonzalez

Lourdes Perez Guadian
Juan Vincente Guerrero
Kristan Taylor Hendryx
Erick ). Juarez

Erica Jo Leffler

Crystal Martinez
Caroline Y. Moncloa
Salvador Moreno Jr
Marisela Padilla

Jesus Andres Ramirez
Adriana Rose Rayas
Vanessa Monique Reyes
Jessica Reyna

Vanessa L Rivera
Christina Rodriquez
Dolores M. Rosales
Bty Jo Schafer
Caroline Soto

Summer Alexandra Soto
Ashley Marie Vasquez

SCHOOL OF NURSING
Bachelor of Science
in Nursing

John Akunne
Raul Alejandro Alba
Ebenezer Anom

Rebecca F. Apodaca
Marco A. Archuleta
Alejandra P. Baca
Nicole Marie Baldwin
Kristan Lea Bannister
Dafne Fabiola Barbosa
Alejandra Barraza
Jaclyn Ericka Barraza
Byron C. Bass

Audrey Grace Bazil
Isaac Adrian Bencomo Bermudez
Sophia Alva Brown-Parrish
April N. Calderon

Maria Luisa Canales
Miriam Areli Cano

David Caraveo

Ana Gabriela Cardoza
Jocelyn Carnero

Myrna Crystal Castillo
Cristal Castruita

Liszeth Cavazos

Ashley Gail Coates
Andrea Corral

Patrick Melvin Curry
Elaine Sanchez Decker
Juan Antonio Delgado Jr
Lynette Delgado
Kassandra Celine Dion
Andres Adan Dozal
Laura Gabriella Duran
Austin Cole Eberting
Jessica Mae ElFar
Rolando A. Espino
Heather Kaneko Fairfax
Anna Marie Flores
Tiffany Flores

Rolanda Dionne Ford
John David Roxas Galang
Ricardo Galindo Jr
Diana R. Garcia

Esther Rodriguez Garcia
Yasmel Garcia

Linda Lea Gilbert

Jessica Marie Gilyard
Idalhie Gonzalez
Nicolas N. Gonzalez
Melissa C. Govea
Hector Guillen Jr
Claudia Angelica Gutierrez
Susana Alexandra Gutierrez
Andrew Steven Gutierrez Monfanez
Michelle Christine Hall
Monica Haro

Elizabeth Ann Harwell
Sarah Peace Hawes
Christopher Scott Hendricks
Amber Garcia Henley
Alexandra Hernandez
Ana Rosa Hernandez
Mario Herrera Jr.
Elizabeth Hicks

William Robert Hicks Il
Mayra Hinojos

Agustine |barra

Berenice Ibarra

Sarai Jalil

Dedrick Stanford Johnson
Christian Manuel Juarez
Clemente A. Juarez Jr
Marlo Kafrina Kelly
Andrew Philip Latham
Salma D. Lerma

Shareen Latoya Leverett
Daniella Marie Lopez
Diana C. Lopez

Michelle Leigh Lopez
Matthew Jared Lyons
Raquel Madrid

Leticia D. Maldonado
Cathy Ann Marino

Hilda Martinez

Ana Teresa Meza Guevara
Irma E. Monge

Alexis R. Morales

Alonso Morales

Daisy M. Morales

Laura E. Morales
Samantha Rose Moreno
Alyssa Renee Muniz
Jessica Y. Navarro

Marie Ann Nguyen

Luis Nieves

Rebecka Ashley Ortega
Halie Nicole Parkis
Regina Maria Pereyra
Brittany N. Prater

Karla Marina Puentes
Cristina Volerie Quinones
Cynthia Marie Ramirez
Raquel Ramos

Castillo Rangel

Briana Lauren Rey

Maria Stephanie Rico
Merilyn Rivera

Danielle Nicole Robertson
Juan Angel Robles Jr
Alexandra Gabrielle Rodarte
Isabel A. Rodriguez
Maria Isabel Rodriguez
Maelissa Rodriguez
Alexander Roldan
Lizabeth Teresa Ronquillo
Nicholus Evan Rose
Rosie Marie Rusk
Breianna Carol Russell
Karla Margarita Salazar
Maribel Salazar

Blanca Lizet Sanchez
Gerardo Sapien

Cristina Ms Saucedo
Karen F. Saucedo
Jazmin Silva

Kaitlyn Genice Smallwood
Jessica Nicole Soto
Krystal Spiteri

Susan Sullivan

Mayra A. Tena

Ronald Frank Torres
Mariene Valadez

Jessica Valles

Jazmin Vargas

Oneida Vasquez

Luis F. Vazquez
Jacqueline Adriana Vera
Maegan Elizabeth Ward
Adam David Waters
Nicole Ellen Wheeler
Damien O. Williams
Pryce Turner Wortham
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Union prepares for Up All Night

FILE PHOTO / THE PROSPECTOR
Up All Night will take place at the Union Building East on Tuesday May 10. Around 60 to 70
volunteers are preparing to hand out midnight breakfast.

BY GLORIA HEREDIA

The Prospector

With finals next week, the Office
of Student Life along with the Divi-
sion of Student Affairs will be hosting
Midnight Breakfast: Up All Night, a
semi-annual UTEP tradition. The
event will take place on Tuesday, May
10 at the Union East building. Jaime
Mendez, director of the Student Sup-
port Program, is currently in charge
of the volunteers for this semester.

“Right now we are looking at get-
ting between 60 and 70 volunteers
to staff different areas of our Up All
Night event,” Mendez said.

Mendez said the purpose of this
event is to support the student body
during finals week and help them
manage stress through the different
activities. Some of the activities in-
clude the screening of the movie “The
Breakfast Club,” which will show
at the Union Cinema at 10 p.m., to
blend with the nature of the mid-
night breakfast.

“We have everything, from rooms
which we call the Stress-Free Zone,

A FULFILLING

CAREER

SHOULDN'T

LEAVE YOU
EMPTY

HANDED.

where we have coloring books, relax-
ing music and play dough for people
to take a break from finals,” Mendez
said. “We also have our game room,
which is just board games such as Jen-
ga, cards, anything for them to play in
groups.”

Yoga sessions will be provided for
the students to relax along with the
music. Sophomore multimedia jour-
nalism major, Alexandra Dominguez,
said that one of her stress relievers is
music.

“What makes me relax in a crisis,
such as finals week, is to have some
comfort zone to go and play my mind
off a little bit,” Dominguez said. “To
walk, to eat a little, and have some
beverage that I like to hydrate myself,
and music. Music is a great way to
free one’s stress.”

Gerardo Garza, sophomore me-
chanical engineering major, has at-
tended the Midnight Breakfast twice
in the past.

“It's my favorite event ever;” Garza
said. “Hanging out with friends was
really fun, and the food was nice. I've

Rediscover what makes us

gone twice, but I’m planning on going
to the next one”

It has been estimated that 1,200 stu-
dents have shown up to the event in
previous years. Volunteers are needed
to help out in the different activities.
Volunteers will be needed to serve
breakfast. Mendez said he encourages
faculty and staff to volunteer instead
of students.

“We really want it to be our staff,
like the university staff, because this
is a way of supporting our students
during the finals period Mendez
said. “We don’t want students that
are taking finals serving. We want our
staff to be out there and show their
support for the student body”

The Union will be open from 9 p.m.
until 6 a.m. for any students.

“I think is great for the university to
provide those activities and spaces for
the students,” Dominguez said. “That
shows that they care for the students
and that they want a more united
community.”

Gloria Heredio may be reached of theprospedrdaily.
ent@gmail.om.
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Outstanding seniors get

warded

Keighton Ryanne Allen
Economics

Paulina Aimada Felix
Mechanical Engineering
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Oscar R. Casanova
Finance, Financial Analyst
Concentration

BY RENE DELGADILLO

The Prospector

The Top Ten Senior Awards have
been announced by the UTEP
Alumni Association, bringing with
them the feeling of accomplishment
and happiness.

“I was anxiously awaiting the letter,
I would check the mail every day with
hopes of getting it;” said Iliana Rubio,
senior industrial engineering major.
“I was super happy and I wanted to
cry when I read ‘congratulations you
are one of the top 10 seniors’”

The UTEP Alumni Association has
been recognizing the hard work of
its top 10 seniors for each graduating
class since 1950.

To receive a Top Ten Senior
Award, the candidate has to have to
a minimal cumulative GPA of 3.25
or higher, have letters of recom-
mendations by staff and/or advisors
and demonstrate their community
service and social and academic in-
volvement in school.

Roya Edalatpour
Electrical Engineering

“We want younger students to see
what these top seniors have accom-
plished. We want them to be inspired
by them, to make them say ‘hey I
want to do what they have done,” said
Richard Daniel, executive director of
Alumni Relations.

A banquet was held on April 29 at
the Tomas Rivera Conference Cen-
ter located on the third floor of the
Union Building East. UTEP President
Diana Natalicio was present at the
event, where she read the bios of each
student and congratulated them with
their senior award.

Being a top 10 senior is not about
getting the highest grade on an exam
or presenting the best project in class.
For Oscar Casanova, a senior finance
major who will be working for Gold-
man Sachs in Dallas, an American
multinational investment banking
firm, there is much more behind this
accomplishment.

For Casanova, being a top 10 se-
nior was about being involved on
campus and doing what you love.

Po—
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Rodrigo Lugo
Biological Sciences

Casanova was the president of the
Business College Council, a Miner
Ambassador, a career peer advisor
and an accounting assistant.

“It takes a lot of commitment and
initiative, not only excelling academi-
cally, but also taking initiative of being
part of student organizations and do-
ing internships, seeking out mentors
in the university, and maybe working
at the same time,” Casanova said. “It’s
about mixing all these things while
being a student”

Rubio was able to participate in
community service work as well as
intern for Lockheed Martin Aero-
nautics Company, a global security
and aerospace company. She advises
freshman students to get involved
early in their college career.

“Start looking for opportunities
now. The sooner the better for you,
and don’t slack your grades. Your GPA
is the first step be a good student,” Ru-
bio said. “Students don’t realize how
many opportunities UTEP offers, you
just have to go and take them?”

Daniel said he believes that all the
applicants are great students, top 10
senior or not.

“They are just as exemplary as the
other students,” Daniel said. “It is a
difficult choice; we have a tremendous
amount of great students on this cam-
pus. I want them to continue moving
forward in their goals and continue
making a difference and to give back
to this institution because there will

always a place for them here at UTEP”
see SENIORS on page Al13
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David Ezra Morris
Microbiology

SENIORS from page A12

Casanova said he is grateful to
UTEP and its staff for allowing him
to grow as a person and as a scholar.

“I will never forget where I come
from because it is thanks to UTEP
that I am where I am,” he said. “I see
myself back at UTEP one day. Maybe
starting an endowment, a scholarship
for future UTEP students, to encour-
age them to be a part of this amazing
community. Maybe even teach here”

Monique Andr’e Navarro
Multidisciplinary Studies

Rodrigo Lugo, a senior biological
sciences major and one of the top
10 seniors, was the co-founder, vice-
president and president of To Write
Love on Her Arms, which is part of
the national organization dedicated
to help people dealing with depres-
sion, addiction, self-injury and
thoughts of suicide.

With graduation right around the
corner, Lugo wanted to congratulate

the class of 2016.

Alexis Nicole Ramos
Biology, Biomedical

Concentration

“Congratulations to all” he said. “T
know it was hard journey for me to
get here and I'm pretty sure it was
hard for everybody else. It’s like the
end of our journey in college, but it’s
still only the beginning of our journey
through life, and there is so much we
are capable of and so much things we

are going to do in our lives”

Rene Delgadillo may be reached ot theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.

lleana Idally Rubio

Industrial Engineering

Troy A. Rowden
Double Major: English Am. Lit.

& Philosophy
PHOTOS COURTESY OF UTEP COMMUNICATIONS
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UTEP’s reaccreditation process shmes Ilght on potential

BY LUIS GONZALEZ
The Prospector

United States universities must go
through an accreditation process every
10 years to be recognized as a degree-
granting higher education institution.
The Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission on Colleges,
SACSCOC, is in charge of evaluating
institutions in the southern states to
make sure they provide services wor-
thy of a higher education institution.

“Every university in the country has
to go through this in order to be able
to grant degrees, but, it’s also an op-
portunity for us,” said David Ruiter,
associate provost. “It gives us the op-
portunity to think about how were
going to do even better in the 10 years
that are coming up”

UTEP was one of the many univer-
sities to undergo the process this year.

o

coppeﬁo

wztﬁ [uncﬁ or t[ind;wr at
Nuovo Cappetto.

2711 ‘N, Stanton St.

Special times - Special meals!
Congratulations to all UT'EP Graduates!

www.nuovoca}yerw,cmn

uates institutions on integrity, quali-
fications of faculty and staff, mission
fulfillment, curriculum, academic
support and fiscal practices. UTEP
received outstanding feedback from
SACSCOC on what it has done in the
past decade and what it plans to do in
the next one.

The reaffirmation of accreditation
portion of the process consists of uni-
versity officials showing SACSCOC
that UTEP has all of the resources
and services in place worthy of an
accredited university. Toni Blum, as-
sistant provost and chair of the reaf-
firmation steering committee, com-
piled paperwork and reports showing
the university meets all requirements.
After the paperwork is submitted and
reviewed, a site visit occurs where a
special committee makes sure every-
thing that was on paper is really tak-
e oncampus

532-0700
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) RECHARGE WITH
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UTEP received outstanding feedback from The Southern Association of Colleges in their report released every 10 years.

“They want to meet with students,
they want to meet with staff, they
want to meet with faculty, they want

to meet with administrators,” Blum
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said. “They want to really get a sense
of, Is UTEP really doing all of the
things it says its doing?”

The site visit, which lasts about
two-and-a-half days, culminates with
a set of recommendations from the
visiting committee that the university
must address in order to be reaccred-
ited. The university has time to make
changes before the final accreditation
vote in December.

“The thing that you want for being
reaffirmed is to be affirmed with no
recommendations,” Blum said.

After meeting with faculty, staff,
administrators and students, the vis-
iting committee came to the conclu-
sion that UTEP met all requirements
and needed no recommendations—
something that, according to SAC-
SCOC, does not happen often.

Among the things that stood out
to the committee were the impact of
UTEP’s mission and its use of data in
improving the services it provides.

“One thing that I think they were
blown away by was the way in which
the mission of UTEP is part of every-
thing we do,” Blum said. “That was
something that really was refreshing
and surprising to them. That no mat-
ter who they spoke to, people were
talking about access and excellence”

The second part of the reaffirma-
tion for accreditation process deals
with the future. Every university de-
velops a plan for the next 10 years
called a Quality Enhancement Plan.
UTEP’s plans for the next 10 years
also received great feedback.

“This new plan is exciting for all of
us because we're at a point where we
are truly being able to see the incred-
ible assets that our student popula-
tion brings to us,” Ruiter said. “After
all these years of experience at the
university and in the city, we have an
even clearer vision about how we can
support our students forward”

UTEP’s QEP focuses on the idea of
providing UTEP students with all the
resources necessary to succeed once

they leave the university. Highlighted
in the plan are efforts to engage stu-
dents with what the plan calls high-
impact practices. Internships, stu-
dent employment, study abroad and

¢

One thing that | think
they were blown away
by was the way in which
the mission of UTEP is
part of everything we
do.

- Toni Blum,
Assistant Provost

service learning are all identified as
high-impact practices.

By talking to successful alumni, the
university was able to identify these
opportunities as vital to success in life
after graduation.

Blum said the QEP was the main
focus of the visiting team during the
site visit. The excitement about it
was obvious when the lead evaluator
almost broke down in tears talking
about UTEP’s plans for the future.

“I think having met with some stu-
dents was really what the powerful
motivator was for him,” Blum said.
“Realizing how transformational
UTEP has been in their lives and
also, really, and I think this is a kind
of important piece of the puzzle, how
transformational students have been
for UTEP”

Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospeciordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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What S somethmg you will miss about UTEP when you graduate?

ANGEL ULLOA, MICHAELA ROMAN, CHRISTOPHER ZACHERL / THE PROSPECTOR
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DANIELA MARINES RAUL COBOS GIGI VALLES RUBEN MELENDEZ GENESIS ARREOLA

Senior women’s and gender studies major Senior accounting major Senior criminal justice major Senior biology major Senior health promotion major

“I'm mostly going to miss my professors, | “I'm going to miss the social life, having “I'm going to miss everything! In general, “I will miss going to my professors office “I'm going to miss being so familiar with the
have had really good ones that help me out  friends and even the long hours of study- having friends, having somewhere to go and talking to them about class work plans whole dynamic of the campus, and seeing
with writing essays and scholarship tips. | ing.” everyday, campus life and feeling like | have  and just general science.” my mom everyday because she works

will miss the support they've given me and a purpose.” here.”

also the friendships that I've made here.”

ALONDRA AVILA FEDERICO LOPEZ GABRIELA SALDANA BRANDON CHAVEZ IVONNE ESPINOZA

Senior psychology major Senior business major Senior anthropology major Senior psychology major Senior nursing major
“I'm going to miss the exercise and con- “I'm going to miss making new friendsinmy  *“I'm going to miss being in organizations “I'm going to miss the recreation center.” “I'm going to miss making friends, and
stantly having something to do all the time.”  classes.” that helped me personally and academically Sandella’s.”

evolve.”

~ MORNING CEREMONY- 9:00 A.M.*
College of Liberal Arts

,.AFTERNoéN CEREMONY- 2:00 P.M."

College of Education
School of Nursing

Saturday, May 14, 2016

Don Haskins Center
*All Ceremonies include graduate degrees corresponding to these Colleges.

WWW.UTEP.EDU/SPRINGCOMMENCEMENT
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Getting to know the new S

BY AMANDA GUILLEN
The Prospector

The Student Government Associa-
tion will have a new president in June.
Sophomore operations chain supply
management major Sergio Balta-
zar was elected on April 22 and ran
independently.

Despite being discouraged to run
as an independent, Baltazar felt that
he would be able to accomplish more
during the campaigning process if he
ran without a party.

Baltazar, 22, is an international
student from Guadalajara, Mexico.
While visiting friends in El Paso,
Baltazar stayed at the Hilton Gar-
den Inn on University Avenue, and
said he found himself exploring,
like he usually does when he visits
a new place.

He walked onto campus and imme-
diately thought that UTEP would be
out of his price range. To his surprise
he found out that UTEP was afford-

able, more so than the universities in
Guadalajara.

Baltazar moved to El Paso and
immediately began taking classes
at UTEP. In his two years at the
university he dove into extracur-
ricular activities.

He was recently the president
of Vision México, president of his
pledge class for Delta Sigma Pi, a
business fraternity, and a member of
Alpha Phi Omega, a community ser-
vice fraternity.

Baltazar said that he believed he
made the smart decision to run as an
independent during the SGA race.

“I was not agreeing with the way
they were running things because
SGA has a huge potential for us as
students here and most students don’t
know what SGA is,” Baltazar said.
“Here there are people that actually
think that SGA people are above the
other students and it’s not supposed
to be that way. It is supposed to be
that we are under students trying to
get things done”

During his campaign, Baltazar vis-
ited different colleges around campus
and asked students what they felt
needed to get done.

Baltazar pointed out that the fine
arts students had a lot to say and that
they often feel excluded from the
university. He also said he spoke to
a psychology student who voiced his
concerns over the water fountains in
the psychology building that are out
of service.

Although he is nervous that he
won't be able to address to all of the

GA president

ANGEL ULLOA/ THE PROSPECTOR

Newly elected Student Government Association president, sophomore operation chain supply management major Sergio Baltazar looks over the

Centennial Plaza.

students’ concerns, he said that he
hopes he can do the best he can to en-
gage students more with SGA.

“I want to make a difference by
making SGA approachable and
also having SGA go to the students
and ask them what they need)
Baltazar said.

Some of his key propositions dur-
ing his campaign were to increase the
number of shaded areas on campus,

better and more transparent budget
allocations for students, implementa-
tion of nap stations around campus
and transportation from the interna-
tional bridges for students.

Baltazar said that he is excited to
begin his presidency, which begins
June 1. He also said that he is grate-
ful to everyone who spoke to him and
took the time to vote.

“I want to thank everyone who be-
lieved in me,” Baltazar said. “It’s kind
of fascinating how other people actu-
ally believe in other people. That gives
me the confidence to work hard and

to accomplish everything I said”

Amanda Guillen may be reached at theprospectordaily.

news@gmail.com.
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Underdogs will be worth your time at Neon Desert

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS

The Prospector

Opver 40 artists and bands will hit the
stage in less than three weeks for the
sixth-annual Neon Desert Music Festi-
val that will be held May 28 and 29 in
downtown El Paso.

Although some consider this festi-
val’s release to be at a weaker caliber, the
depth of the lineup goes far more than
simply lower-level names. Much of the
lineup includes artists who are not that
well known, but are definitely notewor-
thy and should be checked out during
the event. Below are some of the more
unheard of artists to check out and pos-
sibly watch live at the show:

MUTEMATH - Alt/Rock

Check out — “Typical,” “Light Up”
and “Monument”

Whoever said rock '’ roll is dead has
not listened to MUTEMATH. The New
Orleans band has been making music
since 2003 and continues to appeal to
the alternative rock-goers. Their deep
guitar riffs clash with heavy drums to
make their style so impressive. Their
new album, “Vitals)” is fundamentally
sound, and although it does not take
too many risks, it proves to be a solid
listen. Even though they are not the
most critically acclaimed group, many
true rock groups use the band as inspi-
ration for their Southeastern sound.

STRFKR - Indie/Electronic

Check out — “Never Ever,” “Isabel of
Castile” and “Julius”

STRFKR seems like it was locked in a
time capsule from the 1980s and sprung
out to revitalize the indie-pop scene.
The three-man band is also no stranger
to the Sun City with numerous previ-
ous appearances in El Paso, including a
Neon Desert slot back in 2013. After a
three-year hiatus from recording new
music, the band previewed a project
in the making with the release of their
new single, “Never Ever” This band is
definitely one to check out with their
groovy, trippy, aesthetic vibe.

Niykee Heaton - R&B

Check out — “Bad Intentions,” “In-
finity” and “IT'm Ready”

Last year, Neon Desert brought Keh-
lani, who at the time was unheard of
and regarded as an up-and-coming art-
ist. By the end of 2015, everyone knew
about the amazing songwriter for her
R&B talents. This year, the music fes-
tival brings a new, on-the-rise act with
Niykee Heaton. She is a producer’s
dream due to her cool and distinct vo-
cals. Heaton, who became famous by
recording YouTube covers, now show-
cases more talent in her sophomore al-
bum, “The Bedroom Tour Playlist”

FILE PHOTOS/ THE PROSPECTOR

The sixth-annual Neon Desert Music Festival will be held May 28 and May 29 in downtown EI Paso.

G Herbo - Hip-hop

Check out — “Peace of Mind,” “Lord
Knows” and “100 Days 100 Nights”

The Chicago rap game is one to be
reckoned with, and G Herbo breaks all
the boundaries of a Chi-Town hip-hop
artist. The 19 year old has experienced
some eye-opening, scary occurrences
during the short span of his life, which

is all showcased in his freshman album,
“Ballin Like 'm Kobe” The album takes
on the trap-rap genre and it is evident
he uses influences from Chief Keef,
another hip-hop Chicago native. His
flows speak about gang-violence, drug

influences and are narrations of his life
on the Chicago streets.

Wilk & Misky - Synth/Indie

Check Out — “I Want Your Lovin,
“Clap Your Hands” and “Babe I'm
Yours”

The London-based indie duo is tak-
ing their talents through the states dur-
ing their tour, which will make a stop
at Neon Desert. They use synthetic
keys, western acoustic guitar and indie-
driven vocals to make for an easy-going
listen. They are very popular in Mexico,
so their performance may attract a

hefty crowd.

Rare Individuals - Alt Hip-hop

Check out — “Rare Town” and “I
Got This”

The hip-hop group based in El Paso
comprised of Derrell Peoples, Andy
Ceballos, Lavell Jones and Josh Brown,
are a noteworthy local hip-hop group.
The group raps about societal problems
and uses El Paso innuendos in their
songs. Although there has not been a
full project released by the group, once
the group does drop an album, it is sure
to be a local hit.

Stan Z - Indie Hip-hop

Check out — “Waves,” “Face the Mu-
sic” and “Some Days”

When you combine alternative hip-
hop and indie rock, you get Stan Z. The
local band, fronted by lead vocals and
guitar Stan Zubia, also combines hip-
hop influences with the help of rapper
Idea. They experiment with different
sound waves to make for groovy, elec-
trifying music. Stan Z’s debut LP, “Ego
Loss;” is still a hit and they continue to
make noise in the El Paso local music
scene.

ANIMALSOUL - Alt./Rock

Check out — “Yow” “Song 4” and
“Color”

The band of brothers—plus one—
makes up ANIMALSOUL. The West
Texas group utilizes all their musical in-
fluences—funk, rock and hip-hop—to
their advantage. Their modern style of
alternative rock makes for a charming
listen.

Two-day tickets are still available at
neondesertmusicfestival.com for $119
and VIP tickets are $250, which in-
cludes complimentary drinks, re-entry
to the festival and separate entrances
and exits. For the full lineup, visit the
official website.

Adrion Broaddus may be reached af theprospediordaily.
ent@gmail.com.
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Best concert photos of spring 2016

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR

(Left) Rapper G-Eazy performs at the Don Haskins Center on April 24. (Top right) Indie rock band Foals perform at the Don Haskins Center on March 16 as part of the Spring Fling tour. (Bottom right) Alt rock band Cage the Elephant headlines

on the Spring Fling tour on March 16.

Fab Lab uses modern technology in their designs

BY MIKE VASQUEZ
The Prospector

Fabrication Laboratory, El Pasos
hub for the latest 3D-printing tech-
nology, has been housed in an un-
suspecting concrete building at 806
Montana for two years now. By pro-

viding training in using technology
and materials for individual projects,
Fab Lab provides the city the ability to
keep up with the age’s newest design
tools.

Since its opening in 2014, Executive

Director Gustavo Arriaga has been

MIKE VASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
Executive Director Gustavo Arriaga shows a student from Clint Junior High School how the 3D-scanner at Fab Lab works. The lab is located at
806 Montana in central El Paso.

dedicated to increasing the lab’s re-
sources in number and functionality.

“When we first began, we were us-
ing an Xbox Kinect camera to digi-
tally scan models,” Arriaga said. “Still
the same technology, but now we

have specialized programs and cam-

eras that we can use with tablets for
more efficient scans.”

Ramping up their arsenal of design
tools, Fab Lab now has six 3D printers
dedicated to printing a range of mod-
els, from storm troopers to Buddha in
a Batman mask, two laser cutters that
allow people to precisely cut designs
out of large sheets of material and two
3D-scanners and programs used to
manipulate models on a computer.

Walking into the Fab Lab is like
walking into an art gallery. Geometric
animal masks and figurines line the
walls and wooden tables. The chairs
are engraved with intricate designs.
They all share one thing in common:
everything was made in the Fab Lab.

“Most of everything here was made
here,” Arriaga said to a group of Clint
Junior High School students during
a workshop. He points to a machine
that stretches the length of a dinner
table. “The chairs you're sitting on
were made on that laser cutter right
over there”

The applications of these versatile
laser cutters, 3D printers and scan-
ners do not end in goofy action fig-
ures or quick art. Alejandro Cuaron,
a senior metallurgical/materials and
biomedical engineering major, works
for the W. M. Keck Center for 3D in-
novation and has seen the potential
this technology has for society.

“I see a lot of parts that are for me-
chanical testing,” Cuaron said. “T have
seen printed parts from video games,
but also prosthetic parts. The one we
have (at the Keck Center) for sure is
a knee replacement. It’s biocompat-
ible and the advantage of 3D printing
is that it can be made specifically to
someone’s body”

As  the

more easily produced, innovations

technology  becomes

like replacement knees will soon
sprout in the fields of medicine and
engineering.

“The technology is there;” Cuaron
said. “It’s just finding more materials.
Once you find more materials to use,
the number of applications grows.”

Fab Lab dedicates its efforts to
teaching the public how to master
these technologies. Private work-
shops for both a group of curious
friends or elementary school classes
may be scheduled on their website,
fablabelpaso.org. Quotes on produc-
tion cost of individual projects, along
with a list of public events, can also be
found on the Fab Lab website.

Mike Vasquez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.
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Drake continues to put ‘the 6’ on the map with the release of ‘Views’

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS

The Prospector

After over a year, Drake finally

dropped his highly anticipated

SPECIALTO THE PROSPECTOR
“Views” on April 29, marking the
fourth studio album for the Toronto
rapper. Prior to the album’s release,
Drake mentioned the record would

have a lot of music and the listener
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will “have your full share of Drake
music for the summer and for the
year. Forever”

The 20-track compilation is outspo-
kenly, as Drake said, “a collection of
diverse music that feels timeless,” dur-
ing a podcast stream on OVO Sound.
The album resembles a combination
between two of his previous albums,
using fierce raps such as in “Nothing
Was the Same,” and emotionally-driv-
en vocals such as in “Take Care” The
production stands out the most on
the album, due to a separation from
softer, more vocalized tracks to hip-
hop bangers.

Pioneering the wave for a new style
of music, Drake continues to mod-
ernize his music on “Views,” and it is
shown instantly on the album’s defi-
ant intro, “Keep the Family Close”
The record’s theme is the changing
seasons in Toronto, Ontario, Cana-
da—the trap-based rap songs are tai-
lored toward the summer, while the
R&B tracks backtrack to the winter.
On “Keep the Family Close,” Drake
opens up with rigorous vocals and
uses lyrics that refer to the past.

Let’s face it, pop music has been so
commercialized that every song on
the radio is beginning to sound re-
petitive and annoying. However, on

this album Drake finds new ways to
combine his style of Toronto pop and
revolutionize it. “Feel No Ways” is a
groovy, swift track that has easy lis-
tening vocals; while “Too Good,” fea-
turing Rihanna, is probably the best
pop hit off the album.

The album’s bangers are not ex-
tremely distinctive, but one of Drake’s
most noteworthy traits is the con-
fidence found in his lyrics, which
serves to benefit these tracks. His self-
reliance on flows helps add to these
over-vaulted songs, such as “Gram-
mys,” “Hype,” “Weston Road Flows”
and “97

Alongside one of his best sidekicks,
Future, on “Grammys,” Drake speaks
about his prolific legacy, “OVO we a
gold mine/But I'm goin® gold in no
time.” Drake can often say question-
able lyrics on these bangers, but he
says it with such poise that the audi-
ence then feeds off of them.

He reaches a new style throughout
the album, which was unexpected for
the record. “Child’s Play” samples a
Ha-Sizzle track and uses a drum kick
to make for a unique sound. “Faith-
ful” takes the deceased rapper Pimp
C and uses him on a verse, while
Drake mixes rigid rap with instant
vocals. “Controlla” dives through
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wavy beats and is such a indistinct
track as he uses sexual lyrics to at-
tract the listener. “With You,” featur-
ing PARTYNEXTDOOR, reflects the
epitome of the newfound resonance
Drake successfully accomplished on
the album.

The question is not whether the al-
bum is noteworthy, but where it will
rank at the end of Drake’s career. In
the 80-plus minutes of the record, it
is already becoming one of the top
projects that Drake has released due
to its depth.

Three months down the line, this
album will be frantically banging on
music platforms and flooding so-
cial media with one-liners. Drake is
one of the most marketable artist of
this era and there is sure to be many
diamonds throughout the album that
will emerge to the spotlight in the
coming months. The difference from
his past albums and mix tapes to this
record is that “Views” sounds time-
less; this album will continue to influ-
ence Toronto rappers and others for
generations.

Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.
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Top 3 bars where you can celebrate graduation

BY JOSE SOTO

The Prospector

Asif graduating isn't stressful enough,
now you have to decide where to go to
celebrate your accomplishment. There
are a few spots in town that will make
perfect hosts for your festivities. Here is
a list of places to consider:

1.) Malolam- The Mexican restau-
rant and bar is ideal for friendly gath-
erings in El Paso. Malolam, located
at 5001 N. Mesa St., is a perfect bal-
ance of Mexican cultural idioms fused
with trendy nightlife. The building is
industrial meets your grandma’s liv-
ing room, with vibrant, neon colors.
The outside patios are perfect for May
weather as well.

2.) Rooftop Skybar & Grill- If
you're looking for something more up-
scale, Rooftop is a perfect choice. Situ-
ated at the top of a hill at 4201 Camelot
Heights, the rooftop bar is great for out-
door partying. The place is slightly hid-
den, which might work in your favor
for something more intimate and pri-
vate. Overlooking Mesa Street, you can
celebrate with delicious menu items or
enjoy some drinks, including $10 bot-
tomless mimosas on Saturdays from 3
through 8 p.m., which is convenient for
the May 14 date.

3.) Later, Later- This bar is one
of the most visually pleasing in town.
Later, Later, located at 109 N Caldwell
St., is big enough for a large groups.
The outside patio is ideal for conversa-
tions amongst friends and family as it

CHRISTOPHER ZACHERL / THE PROSPECTOR
Malolam is located at 5001 N. Mesa St. and is a convenient place close to UTEP for graduates to celebrate.

overlooks the beautiful El Paso/Cuidad
Judrez border. Their now-famous neon-
pink sign that reads “later; baby, later”

photos. Later, Later carries a wide-vari- 4) The Speakeasy- One of the

ety of craft beers, including some selec-  newest bars in town, The Speakeasy,

tions from Deadbeach Brewery, a local  located 303 E. Franklin St., is an un-

isalso perfect for some post-graduation ~ beer brewing company. derground bar that is spacious enough
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grifolsplasma.com

New donor

Talecris Plasma Resources

720 Texas Ave, El Paso TX 79901 / 915-532-5322
8802 Alameda Ave, EI Paso TX 79907 / 915-859-6855
3515 Alameda Ave, El Paso TX 79905 / 915-351-0920
8500 Dyer St, El Paso TX 79904 / 915-757-2735

4710 Alabama St, El Paso TX 79930 / 915-564-5012
8631 North Loop Dr, El Paso TX 79907 / 915-860-7323
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Bring in this_a_d
on your 1st visit
and receive a

59

ponus!*
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to make a single
treatment dose.

Plasma is the liquid part of the blood that is
made of about 93% water and 7% protein.
These proteins are used to create medicine to
help people live healthy
lives. Because proteins
oceur in such small

o) amounts in our blood, it
takes multiple donations

to host a large group of people. Their
entrances are located on the sides of
Franklin and Stanton streets and fea-
ture a series of steps, all leading to their
underground space. The employees all
dress as old-fashioned bartenders with
dressy vests. The Speakeasy also has a
big dance floor if you want to groove
the night away and a complimentary
pool table if youd rather take it easy...
at the Speakeasy.

5.) 301 Nightlife- El Paso has
plenty of bars, but it isn't widely known
for club life. Luckily, the city has 301,
an establishment true to its nature.
301 Nightlife is huge. It often hosts
DJs and producers from various elec-
tronic music genres, which gives you
an idea of how big the building is. Its
top-notch audio and visual production
is impressive, with various speakers lo-
cated throughout the club and screens
displaying high-tech visuals accompa-
nying the music. If youre looking for
a good club experience, this would be
it. VIP tables surround the dance floor,
so if you're looking to buy a bottle, their
comfortable, private tables are great
for a group of friends as you can be
by yourselves while still enjoying the
music.

Other suggestions include Blackbird,
Gray Dog Bar, Briar Patch and Hope
and Anchor.

Jose Soto may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com.

L23afSave Lives. Be Rewarded.

Find out how becoming a plasma
donor can make a difference for
patients and help you earn

extra money.

s can earn $100 their first week!

42% Red
Blood Cells

GRIFOLS

In addition to meeting the donation center criteria, you must provide a valid photo 1.D., proof of your current address and your Social Security or immigration card to donate. Must be 18 years
of age or older to donate. (19 years of age or older in NE) *To qualify for this bonus, the donor gou refer must donate according to the terms of the Buddy Bonus Program offered at your location.
Check with a team member for additional details on how you can qualify. *Expiration date 2/29/2016
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Couple finds love through mutual passion for dance

Senior dance majors Julian Maldonado and Gabriella Moreno will be graduating together after spending most of their college careers together.

BY AMANDA GUILLEN

The Prospector

As they walk from class and toward
Centennial Plaza, Gabriella Moreno
and Julian Maldonado gracefully
stroll through campus hand in hand,
at times looking into each others’ eyes
and smiling.

Even if you didn't know they were
dancers, you would be able to tell by the
way their long legs nonchalantly sway

past each other, their postures upright
and elegant.

Moreno, 22, and Maldonado, 24, met
three and a half years ago during their
first year at UTEP while studying con-
temporary dance.

Now; just a couple of weeks away from
graduation, they are excited for their fu-
ture, although it may be uncertain.

A few months after they met they
began performing together. Spend-
ing time together both in classes and

rehearsals led to a friendship that be-
came a support system. That friendship
slowly grew.

“I think dance has provided for us
just a huge conversation that is never
ending because he has his ideas and I
have mine,” Moreno said. “We have our
opinions, it is just nice to have someone
to bounce back with and who under-

stands where you are coming from?”

- Noemi Falcon

- Ricardo Favila
BA in Spanish

- Shirley Giles
BA in Multidisciplinary
Studies

- Luis Gutierrez
BS in Electrical
Engineering

- Jose Hernandez
BA in Multidisciplinary
Studies

- Maria Gonzalez

The UTEP Student Support Services
congratulates its 2015-2016 graduates!
We are very proud of your accomplishment
and wish you the very best in your bright futures.

FALL 2015

BS in Electrical Bachelor of BA in Linguistics BA in
Engineering Interdisciplinary Communication
Studies Studies
SPRING 2016

- Veronica Leavitt
BA in Psychology
- David Mata
BS in Mechanical
Engineering
- Araceli Meza
BS in Biological

Science - Hebert Rocha
BA Double Major in
Psychology and
Linguistics
SUMMER 2016
- Jessica Del Rio - Lesdy Tovar
BA in Psychology BA in Spanish
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES PROGRAM

- Larry Owens

Program (SSSP)

- Soraya Yanar

- Eduardo Ochoa

BA in Criminal Justice
- Paola Rimada

BA in Criminal Justice
- Hector Robles

BS in Mechanical

Engineering

ANGEL ULLOA / THE PROSPECTOR

Moreno said that they don’t have time
for date nights or alone time, despite
having the same major.

“A lot of people think we are lucky be-
cause we have the same major, but we
never see each other, this (interview)
is actually the only time we have seen
each other;” Moreno said. “We see each
other, but we don't actually get to be
with each other”

Moreno knew dancing was some-
thing that she always wanted to do, but
for Maldonado it was something that
he had kept a secret from everyone un-
til he began at UTEP.

Originally, Maldonados family had
dreamt he would attend West Point
Military Academy in New York. Mal-
donado did have his eyes set on the city,
but not the academy.

Before arriving at UTEP, Maldonado
attended different colleges before he
found a fit here at UTEP and eventually
met Moreno.

Last summer the couple traveled to
Florence, Italy; to attend a dance inten-
sive, a summer-long dance bootcamp-
style course.

“We learned so much by just seeing
how people present themselves and
what they care about and what they
value in Ttaly,” Maldonado said.

Along with traveling out of the coun-
try, both Maldonado and Moreno have
begun looking ahead, past graduation,
which will take place on May 14.

Moreno applied and was accepted
into the Alvin Ailey Dance Theatre,
which is a professional dance school
and company in New York. The pro-
gram that Moreno was chosen for se-
lects students from all over the country
and is a six-week program that will be-
gin in June and conclude in August.

Maldonado also applied for the same
program, but was not accepted.

These instances in their relation-
ship are ones that they say have helped
strengthen their connection, despite it
being bittersweet.

“It takes a lot of self esteem and con-
fidence in yourself to be proud of your
significant other, because I know at first
for me it was hard to accept his success
because I'm like ‘where's mine, where's
mine; and you reach a point where you
just love a person so much that those
thoughts go away and you can't do any-
thing else other than be proud of what

a4

they have accomplished,” Moreno said.
“I'm just so happy that I've reached that
point with him. That it is no longer
envy or jealousy”

With excitement in his voice Maldo-
nado said that he had auditioned for
“Hamilton—" the critically acclaimed
and Oscar-winning musical— earlier
this month in Los Angeles. He should
be hearing back from producers in the
coming weeks.

With their senior capstone projects
and their final days at UTEP coming to
an end, the couple said, although they
are anxious to leave, they will miss their
long days and nights at school.

“Even though we never get to spend
time with each other, we are around
each other all the time and that is some-
thing that I truly am going to miss,
because I know for a fact that our pro-
fessions wont allow us to be together,
especially since what I like to do is mu-
sical theater or acting and Gaby does
a lot of hard-core dance,” Maldonado
said. “We think the same, but we are
opposites in movement.”

With a sigh, the couple describes the
worry that comes with the uncertainty
of their futures. Although they don't
know what the next 10 years will bring
for them, one thing they were certain
about is that they see a future with
each other.

Their dream is to open up a dance

| think dance has
provided for us just a
huge conversation that
Is never ending because
he has his ideas and |
have mine.

22

- Gabriella Moreno, senior
contemporary dance major.

studio together once their permanent
home is found.

The couple has come along way dur-
ing their four years at UTEP. Through
performing as the leads in some UTEP
Dinner Theatre productions, ballets
and also performing for the Human
Nature Contemporary Ballet, they have
maintained and balanced love.

They hope that upon their gradua-
tion, they left an impact on the program
and their peers.

Moreno said that passion is some-
thing that is important for all danc-
ers and she hopes that her passion for
dance is something that others will
learn from.

“I think it is so important to con-
stantly remind yourself of why you are
doing this and what is the reason you
are doing this, because I think we lose
ourselves,” she said. “It is a very easy
field to give up in just because it is so

competitive.”

Amanda Guillen may be reached at theprospeciordaily.
ent@gmail.com.
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Former Miners’ guard Cameasha Turner will pursue a law degree at the University of Notre Dame.

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS

The Prospector

It was just like any other day at
the Foster Stevens Center as senior
women’s basketball point guard
Cameasha Turner was finishing up
her workout. Little did she know
that the events after practice would
change her life.

As she flipped through her phone
after her routine workout at the
practice facility, Turner received an
email from Notre Dame University,

INBRIEF

where she had applied to law school.
She took a deep breath and clicked
on the email, which congratulated
her on her admittance.

This was the goal she had envi-
sioned for herself from the first
day she got to UTEP. She wanted
to play college basketball at the Di-
vision I level and then go off to a
prominent law school.

“My heart dropped,” Turner said.
“It was a bittersweet moment. I
wasn't expecting it, but also wasn’t
counting it out. It was just the feeling

of all my hard work paying off and it
actually come into reality. I was kind
of excited, but shocked at the same
time?”

According to Turner, the message
was extra sweet since she had just
been practicing at the facility that
gave her back so much.

“It was a coincidence being there
and finding out” Turner said. “I
was like basketball-Notre Dame—I
found out I got accepted after play-
ing basketball, so it was pretty cool.”

Now, Turner will graduate from
UTEP with a degree in criminal jus-
tice on May 14. During the span of
her four years, she believes that all
her goals were surpassed on and off
the court.

“The only disappointment was not
making it to the NCAA Tournament,
but overall I've reached goals that I
never thought I would achieve)
Turner said. “The one goal I set out
for myself was being a student ath-
lete, that’s what I prided myself on. I
did that for the most part, so it was a
blessing in both ways.”

During the span of her four years
on the Miners basketball squad,
Turner experienced the best and
worst parts of the team.

She had playing time as a true
freshman in the 2012-13 season
and appeared in 28 games as a key
off-the-bench player. The impressive
start to her collegiate career translat-
ed to her sophomore season. Turner
started in 36 games and was labeled
as the best defender on the squad.
This season was even more impres-
sive due to the WNIT championship
run that the squad had.

Although she went through a high
during her sophomore year, her ju-
nior year was a slump for the team.
Jenzel Nash and Chrishauna Parker,
two major assets on the team, were
sidelined for the season, which left
the reins in Turner’s hands. She led
the team in points per game (15.0)
and rebounds per game (6.0).

Her senior year was the most note-
worthy. She was second on the team
for points per game (13.1), led the
team in field goal percentage (.495)
and minutes played (30.5). She con-
tributed heavily to the Miners’ per-
fect home record during the regu-
lar season and helped achieve their
regular season Conference USA first
place title.

Turner described her time play-
ing basketball for the Miners in one
word: perfect.

“All the fans coming out to every
game and sharing special moments
with me—it meant everything to me
to go out there and play;” Turner said.

And, Turner credits a lot of her
success in her collegiate career to
head coach Keitha Adams.

“She [Adams] believed in me when
I didn’t even believe in myself,” Turn-
er said. “Her beliefs, the coach she
was and who she was off the court
helped me and inspired me. It made
me believe that I can do this and I
can do anything I put my mind into”

Even though she will not be put-
ting on a Miners’ jersey again, Turn-
er will not abandon her basketball
roots and plans to continue to play
during her free time.

“When I went to visit Notre Dame
last week, I played a pick-up game,”
Turner said. “I'm still going to work
out and join one of the intramural
teams they have out there. I'll still be
playing and staying sharp.”

She believes that basketball can
serve as an outlet for her future busy
lifestyle and study schedule.

“Going to law school and being
able to get away, sweat a little bit, re-
lieve some frustration and get away
for a while and play the game I love
is a blessing to me,” Turner said.

Her goals when she first got to El
Paso were all met. Now, she has new
goals she has set for herself going
into law school.

“In law school I want to maintain
a high GPA, get better at learning
about the law and what it takes to be
an attorney;,” Turner said. “After law
school, I want to practice law and
become one of the top defense attor-
neys in the United States”

Turner also wants to one day own
a law firm and in the later future be-
come a judge. She is aspiring to go
into criminal law after Notre Dame.

“The ultimate reason for what I'm
doing is to take my family and the
situation they’re in and give back to
them,” Turner said. “I want kids from
back home to understand they can
do what I'm doing. I want to be an
inspiration to the people back home
and make my mom proud”

Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

FRESHMAN BREAKS 33-YEAR OLD TRACK RECORD

In her race on Saturday, April 30, freshman standout Tobi
Amusan clocked the fourth fastest 100-meter hurdle time in
the world in 2016 and broke the program’s record at Kidd
Field with a time of 12.83. The sub-13 second run is the sec-
ond-fastest time ever ran by an athlete under the age of 20.
She ranks second nationally and is the fastest active Nige-
rian hurdler. Her time also clocked in as the fastest amongst
Conference-USA.

THREE MINERS SIGN NFL CONTRACTS

Former Miners football players Roy Robertson-Harris, Ced-
rick Lang and Kelvin Fisher Jr. all signed to respective NFL
franchises to continue their careers in football. Robertson-
Harris was picked up by the Chicago Bears, Lang signed

a contract with the New York Giants and Fisher Jr. was
aquired by the Pittsburgh Steelers. Robertson-Harris was a
three-year starter for the Miners and finished the 2015 with
51 stops (27 sacks/24 assists). Fisher Jr. filled a strong role
in the defensive back position totalling 33 tackles in 2015.
Lang, who was a converted football player from basketball,
played in all 12 games and caught 11 passes for 72 yards.

BASKETBALL INKS TWO AND LOSES TWO

Forward Josh McSwiggan and center Brodricks Jones an-
nouced last week they will leave the Miners’ basketball pro-
gram. This marks four departures from the team during this
off-season with Lee Moore and Christian Romine also an-
nouncing they would be leaving. Jones played in 16 games
off the bench, while McSwiggan had to sit out for the 2015-16
season due to elligibility issues. During the off-season, the
Miners aquired a 7-foot-1 giant in Roman Silva and a guard
with Chris Barnes. The addition of Silva will mark three sev-
en footers on the team—Kelvin Jones, who was a redshirt
freshman, and Matt Willms, who was injured all last season.

CHIHUAHUAS RETURN HOME AFTER SERIES SPLIT

After splitting the series with Fresno over the weekend, the
El Paso Chihuahuas (10-12) will return home to Southwest
University Park to face Las Vegas. They will play a four
game series against Las Vegas beginning on May 2. They
will be at home all week up until Sunday, May 8. Against
Las Vegas, the Chihuahuas will be battling against pitcher
Gabriel Ynoa (1-0, 1.48).
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Seniors say farewell in track and field and softball
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ANGEL ULLOA / THE PROSPECTOR
1. Track and field head coach Mika Laaksonen is awarded flowers on senior day. 2. Runners
Evans Kiprono, Daniel Cheruiyot, Cosmas Boit and Jonah Koech race on Saturday, April 29. 3.
Sven Zellner, Daniel Tarango, Tommy McCoy, Carnell Horn and Bria Love are recognized in the
Miners' final meet. 4. Freshman Tobi Amusan clocked in the fourth fastest 100-meter hurdle run
(12.83). 5. Former Miner Jallycia Pearson continues to train for the olympics.
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ANGEL ULLOA / THE PROSPECTOR
6. Kawehiokalani Netane is adorned with Hawaiian leis with her family. 7. Pitcher Taylor Grohmann hugs Netane for her last game at Helen of Troy Softball Complex.
8. Lindsey Sokoloski passionately hugs outfielder Jade Rodriguez. 9. Seniors pose with family members and their commemorative jerseys before their matchup against North Texas.

Living on campus means community, safety, convenience, and academic success! Come by for a tour!
° .
“Miner Village is so conyenient to'me because

it is $o close to*school afid kcan sleep in a little
longer, whiehimeans¥l get a better rest and,

e
“Living on campus allowed me to have an easy
access to all UTEP facilitie§ and made it easier

for me to organize my time.”
2t - Agata Dobrowolska

Senior - "
Crlml_rlgl Justice = & ~ | it
“Livingson campus allows you to get more involved with student organizations and
parficipate in activities on campus. Zere commute time means that you can alway‘s‘
take a nap in between classes! The residence life environment provides opportunities
to meet lots of people with diverse backgrounds, itis a great way to improve aca-
demically and as an individual in general. Living on campus has been one of the best

experiences | have had!” s
4 - Elliot Gureola ‘i‘—“‘
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Elecirical and Computer Engineering
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Softhall clinches a spot in the C-USA Tournament

ANGEL ULLOA / THE PROSPECTOR

Women'’s softhall is tied for first place in the Western Division of Conference USA and clinched their spot in the tournament.

BY CHRISTOPHER PINONES
The Prospector

The Miners' softball team made
history on Sunday, May 1, by clinch-

ing their spot for the Conference-
USA Tournament and winning their
13th conference game of the season
at home. This year’s Miners have
seen the most wins in school history

COWNTOWN

CERVEZA

DOS EQUIS

as they went up against the North
Texas Mean Green.

The 6-3 win over North Texas has
more significance than simply set-
ting a new school record. With this
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win, the Miners (22-28, 13-8 C-
USA) are tied for first place in the
West Division of C-USA with UAB
(23-28, 13-8 C-USA). This is also the
first time since 2010 that the Miners
have made the conference’s post-sea-
son tournament.

“We are tied for first and its a
good spot for us,” head coach Tobin
Echo-Hawk said. “We just have to
make sure we take care of business
next weekend (at Southern Miss). It’s
nice going into that last weekend a
little relaxed instead of having to do
so much. It’s a different feeling that
we've never been through, so I think
the kids are going to enjoy it and
when they’re loose and relaxed, they
play better”

Although they took care of busi-
ness at the end, the Miners were at a
1-0 disadvantage early in the first in-
ning. Rhylie Makawe of North Texas
slugged an RBI down center field
to send Makenzi Dawson home for
the first score of the game. Early on,
sophomore Courtney Clayton placed
herself in the Miners history books,
setting a new school record for most
hits in a season (74). UTEP prevailed

+SPECIAL CUESTS

with the bases loaded as Danielle
Pearson knocked the ball out toward
left field for an RBI, and that gave
Clayton the run to tie up the game,
just after making her record-setting
accomplishment.

“This weekend had so many emo-
tions with senior weekend and going
to the conference tournament,” Clay-
ton said regarding her record-setting
hitting. “T feel blessed to play for a
school like UTEP, I'm thankful my
name is in the record, but I'm excited
for these next games and next two
weeks with the seniors”

At the bottom of the second after
Clayton doubled, Kiki Pep hit an
RBI to send Clayton to her second
touch at home plate and take the
2-1 lead.

North Texas didn’'t go away eas-
ily and made back-to-back scores
in the third inning by Dawson and
Makawe to slide in a 3-2 lead for the
Mean Green.

The Miners from this point on
would fly away with this game. An
RBI by catcher Linda Garcia led to
Pearson evening the game at three
points. In the bottom of the fifth
inning, Garcia put a stamp on the
game after Smith singled to first and
Garcia slammed one out of the ball
park to left field for a home run and
a 5-3 advantage. The killer instinct
of the Miners’ offense kept this game
rolling as junior Taylor Sargent pun-
ished the ball for another home run
for the Miners.

“We had to do what we had to do
to get the wins; it’s a great feeling to
win as a team,” said Garcia, who tal-
lied three RBIs for the team. “I had
a rough week hitting in practice, but
I just went into this weekend to re-
lax, trust the process and the results
came for me. I just have to continue
to work harder every day and push
until we get what we want?”

The game served as a special re-
flection for the seniors, who would
put on their jerseys for the last time.

“Our season had big moments,
Echo Hawk said. “Pearson had clutch
hits, Jade had clutch hits—it’s nice
to see the seniors go out on a win.
These kids keep fighting and really
push through and we're tied for first—
we have to make sure to take care of
business next game.”

The emotion was heightened for
the seniors on Sunday, with Jade Ro-
driguez, Morgan Rasmason, Danielle
Pearson and Netane Kawehiokalani
taking part in their final home game
at the Helen of Troy softball field.

“My career here was amazing—
from where we first started and to
where we are now has been an amaz-
ing journey, Pearson said. “It hasn’t
hit me that it’s almost over. 'm more
excited that were making it to the
tournament and tied for first. Being
a part of this team that we've built
in four years, all the bonds and re-
lationships is what 'm going to miss
the most”

The last games for the Miners will
be at Southern Miss starting Satur-
day, May 7. They are competing fora
top seed in the West Division.

Christopher ~ Piiones may be reached ot

theprospediordaily.sports@gmail.com.
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