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B I  CENTENN IAL

This interview is being conducted in El  Paso, Texas on the 30th

o f  June ,1975 .  The  sub jec t  o f  the  in te rv iew i s  Mr .  H .  Ta t i  San t i -

es teban o f  E l  Paso,  Texas .

Mr.  Sant iesteban, where were you born,s i r?

I  was born in El  Paso, November the 3rd ,  1934, in Hotel  Djeu Hospi ta l .

Cou ld  you te l l  me someth ing  about  your  fami ly 's  background,  your

mom and your dad?

I 'm a  f i rs t  genera t ion  Amer ican.  My fa ther  i s  f rom south  o f  Ar izona,

in the state of  Sonora.  That 's where his people are f rom. My mother

is f rom Santa Rosal i 'a in Mdxico.  My father and mother got their

c i t i zensh ip  as  adu l ts .  My fa ther  never  went  to  schoo l .  My fa ther

doesn ' t  know what  the  ins jde  o f  a  schoo l  bu i ld ing  looks  l i ke  as  a

s tudent .  He was never  educated  in  Span ish  or  in  Eng l ish .  My

father of  course is a Sant iesteban; my mother is f rom the Baca

fami ly f rom Ju#ez. Her uncle was Lic.  Feder ico Baca. He was the

Dean of the Mexican attorneys tor many many years in Ju/rez. My

father was raised at  a ranch in Hudspeth Countyo the Fort  Qui tman

Land Co.  In  those days  i t  was  ca l led  the  Dave Gi l  Ranch.  Dave Gi l

was a colored gent leman that my dad's people crossed the r iver in

order to tenant farm. Then the crops were washed out and my father 's

fami ly--mothero father,  s isters and what have you--moved back to

El Paso, and my father stayed there f rom the age of  seven years unt i l

he was about twenty-two years o1d. lThen] he came from Hudspeth
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SANTIESTEBAN 2

County and moved to El  Paso.  That 's  where he met  my mother  and

they were mamied.

L, lhat  year did they immigrate into the United States?

Let 's Seer rTU father was born in l9 l0;  therefore,  I  assume that my

fa ther  c rossed the  r i ver  as  an  i l l eqa l  a l ien ,  as  a  wet -backo around

1917,  l9 lB  when he  was about  seven or  e igh t  years  o ld .

Your mother?

My mother  c rossed as  a  l i t t le  g i r1 ,  too ,  w i th  her  peop le ,  a round tha t

same t ime.

Through what area did they cross?

Through Judrez.  0f  course my father crossed throuqh Cuervo, through

the area that is south of  the Dave Gi l  Farm. The Dave Gi l  Farm is

located about seventy m' i les east of  El  Paso, in Hudspeth County.  The

area on  the  Amer ican s ide  is  the  Esperanza fa rm,  McNary ,  Texas ,20

mi les  west  o f  S ie r ra  B lanca.  That ' s  where  my fa ther  was ra ised.

Did your dad ever ment ion to you why he immigrated into the United

States ?

No,  o ther  than the  fac t  tha t  the  Pancho V i l la  Revo lu t ion  was tak ing

p1ace. H' is fam' i1y decided that they had a better opportuni ty to pre-

serve  the  fami ly  en t i t y  and to  make a  l i v ing  on  the  Amer ican s ide ,

and that 's why they came.

E:  D id  he  come across  w j th  h is  fami ' l y?

S:  Yes ,  the  who le  fami ly  migra ted .

E:  Cou ld  you te l l  me how many peop le  were  in  the  fami ly?

S: In those days there was my grandfather,  my grandmother,  h ' is  s ister

Ester [and] my father.  [My father]  had seven sisters,  no brothers.

I  th ink  he  had some bro thers ,  bu t  I  th ink  they  d ied  in  in fancy ;



E:

S:

F .

S:

SANTI ESTEBAN

but  he  i s  one  o f  e iqh t -

So the ent i re fami ly crossed the r iver?

Wel1 ,  the  en t i re  fami ' l y  tha t  ex is ted  a t  tha t  t ime.  A f te r  tha t  there

were several  others born on the American side.

0h rea11y? How many more?

Five more, al l  daughters.  My qrandfather was a man that we would

say  was no t  on ly  no t  capab le ,  bu t  no t  w i l l i ng  to  suppor t  the  fami ly .

He ventured  th rough Pennsy lvan ia - -a t  leas t  those are  the  s to r ies  I

hear .  He went  to  Pennsy lvan ia ,  he  went  to  the  west  coas t .  [He]

abandoned the fami ' ly  and [ I  have found out through] corroborat ing

test imony that at  the age of  seven or eight years o1d my father was

suppor t ing  the  en t i re  fami ly .  In  those days  they  had a  lo t  o f  ten-

an t  fa rmjng  and ranch inq .  The ranchers  wou ld  h i re  the  fami ' l y  and

in  tu rn  they  wou ld  be  q iven a  coup le  o f  acres  o f  land  to  p lan t

c rops .  My fa ther ,  a t  an  ear ly  aqe o f  B  or  9  years  o ld  wou ld  r ide

around the water tanks and mow the cockleburs and what have you.

In  exchanqe fo r  tha t ,  the  ranchers  wou ld  a l low the  fami ly  to  l i ve  in

a  l j t t le  adobe house and p lan t  the  gardens .  My dad was a l lowed to  have

a cow,  o r  mi lk  the  cow and go  to  se l l  the  mi lk ;  and tha t ' s  how they

surv ived.  That ' s  w i thout  an  educat ion .  And my grandfa ther  wou ld  once

in a whi le come in and impregnate my grandmother and leave again.

I t ' s  a  sor t  o f  a  s tandard  procedure  tha t  my h is to r ica l  ' i nves t iga t ion

has  revea led  tha t  was  qu i te  common.

Quite common among other people?

Quite common among the sociologica' l  e lement that  my father was

ra ised under .
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By the t ime you were born at  Hotel  Dieu Hospi ta l  here,  had your

fami ly already moved to El  Paso?

Yes, my fami ly had moved to El  Paso; my mother and father had marr ied.

When I  was born,  my father had opened a service stat ion cal led "Dante

Garage  Serv ice  S ta t ion , "  tha t  was  loca ted  on . . . r i gh t  now i t ' s  Pa isano ,

in those days i t  was Second Street.  [ I t  was] r ight  around the block

of Second Street and 0regon. My father was an independent businessman.

l - le had a service stat ion.

What  year  was th is?
. |934. 

My father was also a professional  wrest ler in the days when

wres t l ing  was a  spor t  and no t  a  q immick .  He wres t led  under  the

name of Ricardo Cortez in the days of  Andy Termain,  Gor i l la Ramos,

Black Guzmin. Maybe somebody wi l l  remember those names. I  st i l l

do because I  used to see al l  those gent lemen when I  was just  a very,

very  l i t t ' l e  boy .

In  what  years  was th is  go ing  on?

Th is  was in  the  mid  30 's ,  la te  30 's .  My mother  had a  home on Nob le

Street.  My mother was a beaut ic ian.  She went through sixth grade

and then became a  beaut ic ian ,  a  man icur is tn  and a  ha i rs ty l i s t .  She

worked for many years at  the White House Department Store.  I f  you

wi l l  reca l l  in  those days  on ly  the  e l i te  and the  a f f luen t  and the

r ich were the ones who went to beauty par lors and qot permanents and

what have your so my mother worked many years at  the White House

Department Store Beauty Par lor .  She and my aunt,  Rayi to Baca, l ived

together .  Ray i to  Baca wou ld  be  L ic .  Feder ico  Baca 's  s is te r .  They

l ived together on Noble Street r ight  across the street f rom the

E:
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Magoff in home. They had a l i t t le house there,  and that was the

f i rst  house that my mother and father l ived [ in when they were marr ied] .

I  was born when there was some kind of  measles or mumps or something

going on in that  area which scared my parents.  They purchased a

home in the lower va' l1ey at  174 North Awbrey Rd. To this day my

paren ts  s t i l l  l i ve  the re .

E:  So you were  ra ised in  the  lower  va11ey?

S:  I  was  ra ised in  the  par t  o f  E1 Paso tha t  they  ca l l  Ascara te .

E :  Wou ld  you te l l  us  someth ing  about  g rowing  up  in  those ear ly  years?

Someth ing  about  your  e lementary  schoo l ing  and reco l lec t ions  in  genera l .

S :  Wel l ,  yes .  I  went  to  Winches ter  Coo ley  Schoo l .  That  i s  on  the  corner

of  Alameda and Awbrey Rd. I t  was not an incorporated part  of  the c i ty

in those days. When I  was growing up, I  had a home. [ l^ le had] three

acres  o f  land .  I  was  ra ised jus t  sou th  o f  the  t racks .  Nor th  o f  the

tracks was the San Juan area. There are very humble Mexican people

l i v inq  there .  My grade schoo l  was  comple te ly  co-ming1ed.  I t  was

probab ly  ha l f  Ang loo  ha l f  Mex ican.  The on ly  reco l lec t ions  I  have o f

those days [ is when] I  went to grade school .  In those days they used

to segregate us.  They used to put al l  the Mexicans in one f i rst  qrade

and a l l  the  Ang los  in  another  f i rs t  g rade.  The idea then was tha t

none o f  us  cou ld  speak  any  Eno l ish .  That  was t rue  in  my account .  I

cou ldn ' t  speak  a  word  o f  Eng ' l i sh  be fore  I  went  to  schoo l .  As  I

reca11,  I  was  enro l led  and I  was  pu t  in  w i th  the  Mex ican ch i ld ren ,

and th ree  or  four  days  la te r  I  came home and I  had l i ce  in  my ha i r .

My mother ,  a l l  four  fee t  e leven inches ,  n ine ty - two pounds o f  her - -

wh ich  is  exac t ly  what  she measures  r igh t  now-- took  me to  the  pr inc i -

pa l .  In  those days  i t  was  Mrs .  Ne l l  Whi taker .  She to ld  the  pr inc ipa l
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she d idn ' t  want  me to  be  in  there  w i th  thoso d i r " ty  k ids-  In  tunn

then,  w i th  p ressure ,  I  was  pu t  in  the  f i rs t  g rade w i th  the  Ang lo

chi ldren- That was where I  met Judqe Sam Paxson, who was my lawyer,

who is  now a  d is t r i c t  judqe.  That ' s  where  I  met  Wes ley  K.  Mar t in ,

who js  now my law par tner .  That ' s  where  I  met  Jesse Whi t t ing ton ,

who was an al l  pro for  the Green Bay Packers.  That 's where I  met a

lo t  o f  peop le  tha t  I 'm  s t i l l  assoc ia ted  w i th ,  and  we 've  been  bes t

fr iends since I  was f ive years old.  Then we were al l  integrated

aga in  in  the  th i rd  g rade.  The reason I  b r ing  tha t  up  is  because now,

through my educat ion and what have you, I  see where those in i t ia l

years of  segregat ion have told on a lot  of  my col leagues and maybe

even me.  The grea t  in jus t i ce  tha t ' s  done to  k ids  tha t  a re  supposed ly

Americans that are segregated because of  the languaoe or cul tural

obs tac les ,  as  they  pu t  i t ,  can  be  an  e lement  ' in  your  fu tu re .  For

example,  I  see people that  I  knew in qrade school  who are doctors,

engineers,  contractors and professional  men and women [who] to th is

day they have a lot  more accent than I  have. My home was completely

Span ish  speak ing ,  jus t  l i ke  the ' i r  home;  bu t  ye t  i t ' s  the  impact  tha t

you have in  those ear ly  years ,  tha t  you  are  no t  a l lowed to  par t i c ipa te

with others where you can learn and where you can pick up the language

jus t  l i ke  a l l  o f  us  had  to  do .

Your  Enq l ish  is  ex t raord inar i l y  good.  Cou ld  you te l l  me when you

started achieving a certain amount of  f luency in the language?

I  can ' t .  I  don ' t  remember .  I  th ink  a  lo t  o f  my soc ia l  impact ,  o r

sha l l  we say  be ing  co-ming led  w j th  Eng l ish ,  was  tha t  my mother ,

cons is ten t ly  and cons tan t ly  in  my ear ly  years  used to  te l l  me,

"You are a Mexicani  and to be equal  you must be better."  I  thought

E :

S:
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of  tha t ;  I ' ve  a lways  been consc ious  o f  tha t .  When the  k ids  wou ld

go to  schoo l ,  they  wou ' ld  be  wear ing  T-sh i r ts  and lev is .  I  wasn ' t

a ] lowed to  wear  T-sh i r ts .  I  had to  wear  a  n ice  sh i r t .  I  was  fo r tunate .

My father and mother,  a l though not making money at  a l l  in fact ,  [gave

mel  a  good fami ly  1 i fe .  I  had p len ty  o f  acreage to  p lay  in .  I  had

basketba l l  goa ls .  I  had my own horse ,  severa l  horses  tha t  I  used

to  r ide  in  k ids '  rodeos  and parades  l i ke  a l1  my o ther  f r iends  d id .

I  took  p iano lessons .  I  s ta r ted  tak ing  p iano lessons  when I  was

f ive  years  o ld .  I  have had about  n ' ine  years  o f  p ianoo about  s ix

years of  voice.  My mother and I  would take the bus from the lower

val ley to El  Paso [and] take the street car f rom El Paso to Jutrez

so I  cou ld  p lay  in  concer ts  and have p iano lessons .  My fa ther  wou ld

come in  la te  a t  n igh t ,  take  a  shower ,  and ge t  in  the  car  and go  over

to Ju{rez and pick us up so we wouldn' t  have to take the street car

back. We did th is every week for c lose to nine years.  I  am my

father and mother 's investment.  I  do not ever recal l  my father and

mother  go ino  to  a  res taurant  w i thout  tak ing  me.  I  don ' t  ever  reca l l

s tay ' ing  w i th  babys i t te rs .  I  don ' t  ever  reca l l  them be ' ing  gone w i thout

me.  Then e ioh t  years  la te r  my l i t t le  s is te r ,  Mon ica ,  was  born .  She

was raised the same way. Every cent my parents had, they bestowed

i t  on  the i r  ch i ld ren .

Would you character ize th is as extraordinary or unusual?

I 've been an at torney for f i f teen years and handle twenty divorces

a week; I  would character ize i t  as very extraordinary in the way

they fe ' l t  about their  fami ly.  My mother and father are st i l l  to-

gether.  Everyth ' ing I  have, every ambit ion that I  have, every

tang ib le  asset  tha t  I ' ve  accompl ished,  every  cu l tu ra l  background,

everything that I  possess, I  owe to my mother and my father.
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E:  So you see your  fami ly  as  be jng

l i fe?

B

t he  b iqqes t  i n f l uence  i n  you r

S:

E:

S :

There  is  no  ques t ion  about  i t .

Cou ld  you te l l  me about  your  h igh  schoo l  years  here  in  E l  Paso?

Yes.  I  had a  very  good youth .  I  was  an  a th le te .  I  was  Pres ident

o f  my h igh  schoo l  Freshman C lass .  I  was  V ice  Pres ident  o f  my Sopho-

more  c lass .  I  l e t te red ' in  a l l  spor ts .  I  was  V ice  Pres iden t  o f  the

Student Body. They elected me "Cut ie Boy" of  Ysleta High School

Student  Body .  I  was  "Most  Popu lar . "  I  was  Honor  Ro l l ;  I  a lways

made good qrades .  I  had a  very ,  very  n ice  upbr ing ing .  I  had a  very

n ice  h iqh  schoo l  l i fe .  I  have no th ing  bu t  fond memor ies  o f  my h igh

schoo l  and grade schoo l .

Looking back at  your grade school  and high school  years,  are there

any teachers or author i ty f igures who st ick out prominent ly in your

mind,  who may have had a  par t i cu la r  pos i t i ve  o r  neqat ive  in f luence

on your format ive years?

Yes.  I  d idn ' t  go  to  k indergar ten i  they  d idn ' t  have k inderqar ten  in

those days .  I  can  th ink  o f  my f i rs t  q rade teacher ,  Mrs .  Askew,  who

I  th ' ink  was more  than pa t ien t  w i th  me,  and more  than to le ran t ,  and

more  than k ind  in  see ing  tha t  I  par t i c ipa ted  and be longed to  the

rest  of  the social  environment that  was in the f i rst  grade. I  can

th ' ink  o f  my e igh th  g rade teacher ,  Mrs .  Wel ls ,  who d id  th ings  above

and beyond the cal  I  of  duty of  teachers.  She used to read us

c lass ics ;  a l l  o f  us  wou ld  look  fo rward  to  go inc l  to  schoo l  because

she was going to take 30 minutes and read the next chapter of  a

cer ta in  book ,  MobL D_ ick ,  The Year l inq ,  B i l l . y  the  K id - -books  tha t  we

would look forward to.  I  can see the pr incipa' l  of  my eiqht years

F .
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that  I  was  a t  Coo ley  Schoo l ,  Mrs .  Ne l l  Whi taker ,  who was an  ex t ra -

ordinary teacher.  In those days the teachers didn' t  even have to be

cer t i f ied ,  bu t  ye t  i t  seems tha t  the i r  non-cer t i f i ca t ion  more  or  less

st imulated them to be other than iust  put t ing in their  seven or eight

hours  a  day .  They  went  above and beyond;  i t  was  rea l l y  a  magn i f i cen t

type of  grade school  educat ion.  I  can see now that [ i t ]  had a lot  to

do w ' i th  the  foundat ion  tha t  I  and my co l leagues accompl ished.

D id  you have any  Mex ican-Amer ican teachers  a t  a l l?

None a t  a l l .  I  cannot  reca l l  ever  hav ing  a  Mex ican-Amer ican teacher

in  my  g rade  schoo l ,  h iqh  schoo l ,  co l lege  o r  law schoo l .

Did you have jobs when you were going to school  ?

Yes, I 've always worked. We had the Ascarate Street Department.  My

1aw partner 's father,  Mr.  Lee Mart in,  was mayor of  Ascarate.  lde

wou ld  work  f i l l i ng  up  the  ho les .  I  quess  the  most  ex t raord inary  job

I  had was dur ing the summer when we al l  worked at  the Paci f ic  Frui t

Express .  That ' s  what  we ca l led  the  ice  docks .  Many o f  the  h igh

schoo l  a th le tes  wou ld  ge t  jobs  a t  the  Pac i f i c  Fru i t  Express .  I  a lso

sang a t  the  Guada la ja ra  de  Noche in  Jua ' rez ,  wh ich  is  a  h igh  c lass

whorehouse;  i t  was  r igh t  across  f rom the  F ies ta .  I  used to  s ing

there .  My mother  never  d id  know unt i l  la te r .  I  used to  s ing  and

in t roduce the  s t r ippers  and the  f loor  show in  Span ish  and in  Enq l ish .

I  d id  tha t  fo r  a  coup le  o f  summers .  I  wou ld  hand le  any th ing  tha t

wou ld  pay  a  buck .

That 's  very  in te res t ing .  A f te r  you  go t  ou t  o f  h igh  schoo l  what

d id  you do ,  Mr .  Sant ies teban?

After I  qot  out of  h iqh school  I  immediately entered col leqe. I  went

to  New Mex ico  Mi l i ta ry  Ins t j tu te .  The Korean War  was go ing  on  then.
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My mother  wanted  me to  go  to  N.M.M. I .  in  my sen io r  year  in  h igh

schoo l ,  because she was a f ra id  I  was  go ing  to  be  dra f ted .  I ' ve

never  checked to  see i f  i t  was  t rue  or  no t ,  bu t  a round 1950,  
. |95 . | ,

the ta lk around town in those days was that i f  you were a Mexican-

American you would be cal led before anybody else to qo to the Army.

So my mother ,  be inq  a  beaut ic ian ,  learned a  lo t  f rom her  cus tomers ,

f rom the  a f luent  peop le  in  E l  Paso who wou ld  u t i l i ze  her  serv ices .

She had heard about New Mexico Mi l i tary Inst i tute and wanted me to

go [ there] .  0f  course I  refused to qo. I t  was my senior year in

h iqh  schoo l ,  when I  was  in  a l1  o f  my sp lendor  w i th  a l l  the  honors  and

ath le t i c  ac t i v i t ies  and the  q i r l  f r iends  and what  have you.  Then in

the Fal l  of  1952, af ter  I  graduated in May, I  requested and [was]

qran ted  an  a th le t i c  scho la rsh ip  to  New Mex ico  Mi l i ta ry  Ins t i tu te .

That ' s  where  I  went  to  co l lege.

Cou ld  you te l l  me someth inq  about  your  exper iences  there?  D id  you

en joy  i t?

0h,  yes .  I t  was  an  exce l len t  schoo l .  I t  i s  a  very  p res t iq ious  schoo l

I t  was  th ree  years  o f  h igh  schoo l  and four  years  o f  co l lege.  0 f

course I  went there my four years of  col lege. I  p layed al l  sports;  I

boxed,  and I  p layed basketba l l ,  and  t rack ,  d rd  foo tba l l .  Ih  my f i t sh-

man year my 1eg and my knee got hurtn but they kept my scholarship

go ing .  They  ca l led  i t  a  g ran t - in -a id .  I  made good grades ,  so  i t

was easy for me to keep my scholarship.  I  then became a cheer leader.

Idha t  was  the  e thn ic  compos i t i on  o f  N .M.M. I .?

Tha t ' s  jn te res t ing .  I 'm  g lad  you  asked  tha t .  New Mex ico  M i l i t a ry

Ins t i tu te ' i s  l oca ted  in  Roswe l l ,  New Mex ico .  A l l  o f  us  th rough  the

years bel ieved that New Mexico was very or iented towards the Spanish-
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speak ing-  I t  i s ,  bu t  in  a  d i f fe ren t  ca tegory  than we c lass i fy  i t -

The school  was founded in 
. l892. 

There you don' t  go through class

o f f i ces ;  i t ' s  rank .  I t  i s  l i ke  the  Army-  You are  o i thon Conpona l ,

Sergeant ,  Co lone l ,  Ma jor ,  o r  what  have you.  As  soon as  I  en tered

tha t  schoo l ,  I  looked in to  the  background.  I t  jus t  goes  to  show you

the subconsciouso or maybe l t f re]  conscious. I  saw that there was

never a Mexican, wj th a Mexican surname, that  had ever reached the

rank above Cadet Captain.  I  to ld myse' l f  then that I  was going to

do i t ,  tha t  i  [was ]  oo ing  to  ge t  be t te r  than Cadet  Capta in .  And

yeS, I  was. I  was Cadet Colonel  when I  graduated. You rarely found

Mexican Americans at  NMMI in my day. You f ind people f rom South

America,  f rom Mdxico, f rom other parts of  Lat in America.  Rare is the

occasion that you f ind Mexican Americans. I  can recal l  that  in my

f reshman c lass  there  were  two o f  us ,  and a l l  o f  us  were  a th le t i ca l l y

or iented. There was a boy from Las Cruces, there was a man from

Albuquerque already there;  there was one from Alamogordo and one from

Car lsbad.  But  in  my c lass  there  was jus t  two o f  us .

0f  those that were there,  in retrospect what do you think thefr

ident i f icat ion was with the Mexican part  of  the Mexjcan American?

Had they  ass imi la ted  themse lves  in to  Ang lo  Amer ican cu l tu re?

I  don ' t  know i f  the  word  "ass imi la t ion"  app l ies  o r  no t ,  bu t  they

were  no t  a t  a l l  versed in  the  Span ish  language.  They  were  consc ious

and proud of  their  ethnic or iq ' in.  But they were not comfortable at

a l l  speak ing  Span ish  o r  be ing  a round  the i r  co l leaqueso  w i th  the

Mexican Mexicans. They al l  accompl ished; they al l  graduated. They

a l l  became regu lar  Army o f f i cers ,  jus t  l i ke  I  d id .  In  fac t ,  o f

those that I  started with,  one r ight  now is a doctor.  He teaches
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at  the  Un ivers j ty  o f  New Mex ico .  The o thev  one is  a  coach,  teach ing

jn the northern part  of  New Mexico. 0f  course, I  am an at torney.

I  can ' t  th ink  o f f  hand,  bu t  they  were  ou ts tand ing  ind iv idua ls -  You

must  unders tand tha t  they  were  a th le tes .  In  a l l  modestyo  they  d idn ' t

reach the  ranks  I  d id .  I  don ' t  know why;  maybe I  jus t  had a  l i t t le

more  ambi t ion  or  nore  ga l l .

How was your  Span ish  a t  tha t  t ime?

I lve  a lways  been very  comfor tab le  in  Span ish .  When I  was  growing ,up

my mother  ins is ted  tha t  I  read the  Cont r 'nen ta l .  I  wasn ' t  a l lowed to

say  "h i jo ,  que  aq i i i t e " ,  o l  " s imdn" ,  o l  any  o f  those  s lang  words .  I ' d

get s lapped r ight  in the mouth.  My mother was just  very conscious

of  tha t ;  she  wou ld  no t  a l low me to  say  what  in  those days  we ca l led

"pachuqu i  smos r ' .

Do  you  ma in ta in  tha t  b i l i nqua l i sm today?

0h yes ,  I  fee l  ex t remely  comfor tab le  ' in  Span ' i sh  o r  in  Eng l  i sh .  I

l i ke  to  th ink  tha t  I  can  make  a  speech  in  Span ish  o r  in  Enq l i sh  o r

in  wha tever  d ia lec t  "de  la  jequ ia "  o r  l i ke  they  ta l k  in  "Wes t  Texas . "

Maybe i t  is  just  me, but I  do feel  that  I  have that conf idence in

myse l f .  I 'm very  comfor tab le  speak ing  in  any  language.

How la rge  is  your  fam' i1y?

I have a daughter that  just  turned seventeen, I  have another daughter

tha t  jus t  tu rned f i f teen ,  and I  have a  l i t t le  boy  tha t ' s  go ing  to

be ten  years  o ld  th is  cominq month .

Do  you  s t ress  b i l i ngua l i sm or  b icu l tu ra l i sm w i th  them?

I  t ry .  I  o f  course  s t ress  b icu l tu ra l i sm,  bu t  b ' i l ' i ngua l ism is  near ly

an  imposs ib i ' l i t y .  My  w i fe  i s  Ang1o ,  a l though  she  speaks  Span ish ;

she js  the  fo rmer  Sue McMj l lan  o f  Roswel l ,  New Mex jco .  We wi l l  be
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mamied l9 years th js cominq December.  My daughters are exce' l lent

s tudents ,  they ' re  n ice  k ids .  They 've  never  g iven  me one io ta  o f

t rouble.  I  to ld them that I  would buy them a car i f  and when the1l

conv ince  me tha t  they  speak  Span ish  w i thout  an  Ang lo  accent .  Both

of them speak Spanish, both of  them understand i t ,  but  when they

speak Span ish  they  sound l i ke  an  Ang lo  speak ing  Span ish .  I t  i s  ius t

near ly  an  imposs ib i l ' i t y  fo r  them to  re ta in  the i r  accent  and the i r

knowledge o f  the  Span ish  language in  the  env i ronment  tha t  we l i ve  in .

Where are they being educated?

My daughters go to E' l  Paso High School .  They went to Mesi ta Grade

Schoo l .  We l i ve  in  M iss ion  H i l l s ,  60 ]  La  Cruz .

Do you expect to see them go to col lege?

I sure do. I  expect that  they wi l l  go to col ' lege anywhere they want

to  go .  I  th ink  tha t  my ch f ld ren  are  en t i t led  to  the  benef i t  o f  what

the j r  fa ther 's  educat ion  can a f fo rd .  t , r j i th in  reason,  I  hope to  send

them anywhere they want to qo.

Mr.  Sant iesteban, what did you do af ter  you graduated from NMMI?

I was a regular Army 0f f icer.  I  went into the Service.  I  became a

paratrooper;  I  was an airborne, I  was a ranger.  I  th ink I  was a

good o f f i cer .  I  was  to ld  tha t  I  ranked the  h ighes t  in  a  c lass  o f

wha t  they  ca l l  0 f f i ce rs  E f f i c iency  Index ,0 .E . I . ,  o f  a l l  t he  Second

Lieutenants that  went in the Army. I  enjoyed the Army, I  loved i t .

0f  course with a mi l i tary school  background, you know you a' lways

enioy that which you are good at .  Taking orders f rom people that  I

knew were ' less  competent  than myse l f  d jdn ' t  bo ther  me.  That  i s  why

I  be l ieve  a  lo t  o f  your  regu la r  o f f i cers - -your  R0TC graduates- - leave

the Army, because of  the fact  of  rank.  They can' t  qui te make
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themselves take orders f rom people that  they know are less

than  they  a re -  And  o f  counso"  tha t  i s  youv '  nank -  I  l i k sd

I  thoroughly  enjoyed i t -  In  fact ,  I  waE going to  s tay ' in

e f f i c i en t

tho Anmy.

asa

career of f icer,  except that  s ince I  tntas s ix years old I  have always

wanted to be a lawyer.  I  requested a 2 year leave without pay to

a l low me to  go  to  law schoo ' | ,  jus t  to  keep my da te  o f  rank  go ing .  I

f igured I  could go to law school  for  two years,  f in ish somehow, and

then stay in the Service as an at torney. But in those days they

d idn ' t  have tha t  p rogram,  so  I  res igned my commiss ion  a f te r  th ree

years and four months and I  went to law school .

In  l i s ten ing  to  your  s to ry ,  wh ich  to  my mind is  a  very  ex t raord inary

one  in  compar ison  to  the  ones  I ' ve  been ' l i s ten ing  to ,  I 'm  s t ruck  by

the fact  that  you have led a very happy l i fe.

0h ,  yes .  I  cannot  compla in .  I  thank  God fo r  the  l i fe  tha t  I ' ve

led .  I  have  no  ch ip  on  my shou lder ;  I  l ed  a  ve ry  good ' l i f e  as  a

younq  man,  and  I 'm  lead inq  one  now.  I  l i ke  my  l i f e  now.  I  take

my iob  ser ious ly  bu t  I  never  do  take  myse l f  ser ious ly .  I  ge t  angry ;

I  ge t  depressed;  I  ge t  d isappo in ted .  A  lo t  o f  tha t  comes f rom my

own peop ' le  tha t  lead  me to  tha t  depress ' ion ,  to  tha t  d isappo in tment .

Somet imes i t ' s  so  un fa i r ,  ye t  maybe i t ' s  a  lack  o f  educat ion .  Maybe

a lo t  o f  i t  i s  my own fau l t .  Bu t  thank  God tha t ' s  why  I  am in

po l i t ' i cs .  I  l i ke  to  be  in  a  pos i t ion  where  I  can  do  someth ing  to

change;  whether  i t ' s  fo r  the  good or  the  bad,  I  don ' t  know.  A t

leas t  I 'm in  a  pos i t ion  where  I  can  do  someth ing  tang ib ly  and

ef fec t i ve ly  as  d is t inqu ished f rom s i t t ing  around h i t t ing  your  head

aga ins t  the  wa l l  and  compla in ing  and  q r ip ing .  Tha t ' s  the  on ly

reason  I 'm  in  po l i t i cs .
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E:  I  am not  t ry ing  to  ask  a  lead ing  ques t ion ,  bu t  have you ever

exper ienced any  e thn ic  d isc r im ina t ion?

S:  I  suppose I  have,  bu t  I  was  aware  o f  i t  then  and i t  d idn ' t  bo ther

me. I  suppose there were several gir ls that would not date me because

I  was  a  Mex ican;  those same g i r l s  wou ld  meet  me a f te r  the  da tes ,

though.  I  reca l l  Ys le ta  H igh  Schoo l  went  to  p lay  B ig  Spr ing  one t ime.

The coach al lowed us to go to a movie.  We went into a theater and they

po in ted  to  where  i t  sa id :  "For  Co lored  0n1y . "  I  sor t  o f  led  the

pack  and I  sa id ,  "We ' re  no t  co lo red  and we ' re  no t  go ino  to  go  up-

stairs."  So they refunded our money, and the mayor of  Big Spr ing

came and apo log ized la te r ,  exp la in ' ing  why.  I  won ' t  go  in to  tha t

exp lanat iono bu t  a t  the  t ime i t  seemed reasonab le .  I  can ' t  say

I ' ve  ever  been re fused serv ice .  I  can ' t  say  I ' ve  ever  been re fused

a job  because o f  my e thn ic  o r ig in .  I  rea l l y  have no t  been d isc r im in- '

a ted  upon,  no t  d i rec t l y .  I 'm consc ious  o f  the  th ' ing ;  I 'm fu l l y  aware

o f  i t .

Bu t  you 've  t r jed  to  overcome i t ,  j s  tha t  the  po in t?

0h ,  yes .  I  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  a  ques t ion  o f  t r y ing  to  overcome i t ;  I

th ink  I  have.  I ' ve  a lways  argued tha t  we Mex icans  don ' t  have a

co lo r  p rob lem.  Our  p rob lem is  a  language prob lem.  I ' ve  a lways  be-

' l i eved 
tha t  I  have more  than the  Anq lo .  I ' ve  go t  two languages,

two cu l tu res ;  I ' ve  go t  pass ion ,  more  ab i l i t y  to  ha te  and to  love ;

more  rhy thm.  That ' s  my miss ion ,  tha t ' s  my job ,  to  conv ince  my peop le

that they have more. t rn lhen you walk into a place with an aura of

conf idence and w i th  cer ta jn  cer t i f i ca tes  su i tab le  fo r  f raming back ing

you up, then I  th ink we have a lot  more than the averaoe Ang1o. I t

sounds immodest ,  bu t  i t rs  the  t ru th .
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E:  Where  d id  you go  to  law schoo l ,  Mr .  Sant ies teban?

S:  I  went  to  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in .

E :  D id  you en joy  i t?

S:  0h ,  yes .  I  en joyed law schoo l .  There  aga in ,  I  became Pres ident  o f

the  Student  Body .  I  became Pres ident  o f  the  Mid-Law c lass .  I  th ink

in  those days  we had seven Mex ican Amer icans  in  the  c lass .  Those

were exci t ing days. When I  was President of  the Student Body, the

Blacks  began to  in tegra te  the  dormi to r ies .

E :  What  year  was th is?

S:  
.1961.  

We had a  lo t  o f  rac ia l  s t r i fe  and a  lo t  o f  rac ia l  p rob lems.  I t

was  very  exc i t ing ,  and I  learned a  lo t  o f  po l i t i cs  in  those days .

E: How many Mexican Americans had been ' in your posi t ion at  that  t ime,

as President of  the Student Body?

S: l^Jel l ,  that  qoes to show you; I  was conscious of  the fact  that  I

though t ,  " I 'm  qua l i f i ed  and  I 'm  con f iden t  and  why  shou ldn ' t  I  be

Pres ident?"  I  ran  fo r  o f f i ce  and I  qo t  e lec ted .  I 'm adv ised tha t

I 'm  the  f i r s t .  I  th ink  now there 's  been  a  coup le  o f  o thers  s ince

those days .  But  you know,  they  bu i l t  tha t  Hemis-Fa i r  in  San Anton io ,

and there they have the Inst i tute of  Texan Cultures.  I  was very

surpr ised  when I  wa lked in  one day ,  and they  had Outs tand ing  Mex ican

Amer icans ,  peop le  who had accompl ished someth ing .  My p ic tu re  was

there.  0f  course, I  thought i t  was because I  was elected as a member

of the House of  Representat ives,  and what have you. But there were

others that  were Mexican Americans whose pictures were not there.

So I  inquired, and I  was told that  the reason my picture was there

is  because I  was  the  f i rs t  Pres ident  o f  the  Student  Body  [a t  UT Aust in ]

tha t  was  Mex ican Amer ican.  That ' s  the  reason fo r  my p ic tu reo  wh ich

i  th jnk  i s  a  l i t t l e  s i11y .  I t  was  no  b ig  dea1 .  I f  they 've  go t  to
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qo that far  down to f jnd outstandinq Mexican Amerjcans, wel l  then

we do have prob' lems.

The genera l  fee l ing  tha t  peop le  have when Aust in ,  Texas  is  ment ioned

is  tha t  there  are  b igo ts  ou t ' in  tha t  par t  o f  Texas ,  and tha t  a  Mex ican

American from El Paso would not be comfortable in that  k ind of  en-

v i ronment .  Prec ise ly  how d id  you perce ive  the  env i ronment  in  Aus t in

back  in  those days?

I  th ink  there  are  b igo ts  everywhere .  I  th ink  there  are  b igo ts  in

Hondo,  I  th ink  there  are  b igo ts  in  Las  Cruces ,  I  th ink  there  are

b iqo ts ' i n  E l  Paso ,  I  th ' i nk  the re  a re  b igo ts  in  Waxahach ie .  I  th ink

there  are  b iso ts  everywhere ,  and w i th  a l1  p robab i l i t y  there  w i l l

a lways  be  b igo ts .  Fu l l y  aware  o f  tha t  knowledge,  and fu l l y  aware

that wherever one goes there are goino to be biqots,  that  overcomes

the  prob lem by  90%.  Persona l ly ,  I  d idn ' t  see  any  b iqo t ry .  I  was

a l ready  mar r iedo I  a l ready  had a  ch i ld ;  my second ch i ld  was born  in

Aust in .  I  d idn ' t  have any  money.  My fa ther  sent  me a  hundred do l la rs

a month,  and I  worked at  the Law School  L ibrary for  800 an hour of

wh ich  I  go t  more  than $ZOO aot la rs  a  month .  That ' s  a  lo t  o f  hours .

I  go t  a long f ine .  My w i fe  never  had to  work .  We had l f t t le  sav ' ings

because I  saved al l  my airborne pay when I  was in the Service.  So

we had  abou t  $3 ,000  in  sav inqs .  I  wasn ' t  en t i t l ed  to  the  GI  B i l l

then; now I  am. Now I  can ! ,o become a brain surqeon and get the GI

B i l l .  I  was  no t  en t i t l ed  to  the  GI  B i l l  t hen  and  I  d idn ' t  have  any

problems. I  am not aware of  anyone of  my ethn' ic or ig in who had any

problems, that  were my classmates. Paul  Moreno and I  started Law

School together.  Paul  l , loreno was one of  my campaign chairmen when

I ran for President of  the Student Body. hle were very c lose fr iends.
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I  can think of  maybe four or f ive others that  were Mexican Americans

tha t  were  in  our  c lass .

Where were they from?

One was f rom Da l las ,  two f rom McAl len ,  Texas .  I  ius t  don ' t  remember .

I 'm  th ink ing  abou t  T i to  Tor res ;  he  was  f rom McAl len .  He ' i s  an  ou t -

standinq at torney now in that  area. Herb Porras f rom El Paso was

a senior when i  was a f reshman. Eddie Ma'rquez was there.  He was

ahead of  me in school .  I  th ink Paul  Moreno and I  were the only two

f rom E l  Paso tha t  s ta r ted .  I  th ' ink  tha t ' s  about ' i t .  I  know tha t  in

my senior year there was a fe l low by the name of Phi l  JuJrez who

was there;  he was an Aust in man. There was another fe l low from

Dal las  who s ta r ted ,  bu t  tha t  was  when I  was  a l ready  a  sen io r .

What  d id  you do  when you co t  ou t  o f  Law Schoo l?

I  came in wi th my partner Sam Paxson and started pract ic inq law

immed ia te ly .  You  know, tha t rs  the  sad  th ing  abou t  i t ;  I  l i ke  to  te l l

th is  s to ry .  The f i rs t  a i rp lane I  was  ever  in ,  I  jumped out  o f .  I

was a paratrooper.  The f i rst  t ime I  ever saw the inside of  the

capi ta l  of  Texas--now remember,  I  went to Law School  there--was when

I went to f ind my House seat af ter  I  was elected to the House of

Representa t ives .  The f i rs t  iu ry  t r ia l  I  ever  saw,  the  f i rs t  cour t

room I  was  ever  in ,  was  the  f i rs t  ju ry  t r ia l  tha t  I  myse l f  t r ied .  I

jus t  never  had the  t ime fo r  on- the- job  t ra in ing .  I  jus t  never  had

the  t ime to  observe  and to  see and to  apprec ia te .  I  h i re  a  lo t  o f

k ids  now to  ass is t  me,  to  run  er rands  around my 1aw o f f i ce  in  the

cap i ta l .  I  jus t  never  had the  t ime to  do  tha t .  I  was  a lways  e i ther

work jng  or  oo ing  to  schoo l ,  tak ing  care  o f  the  fami ly ,  and tha t ' s  i t .

17

F .

S:

F .

S:



SANTI ESTEBAN

Do you see this as desirab' le? t r ' lould you adv' ise other young people to

do I  i  kewi se? 
t

Non of  course not!  I f  they can see and feel  and touch and taste some

elements  o f  whatever  p ro fess ion  they  are  qo ing  in to ,  o f  course  I  adv ise

them to  do  so .  In  my case i t  d idn ' t  c rea te  an  obs tac le  to  me- -a t

leas t  I  don ' t  th ink  i t  d id - -bu t  I  ce r ta in ly  wou ld  l i ke  to  have  had

the opportuni ty to see what i t  was al l  about,  before you had to do i t

yoursel  f .

When d id  you beg in  to  qe t  in te res ted  in  po ' l  i t i cs?

The f i rst  t ime was when I  was in the second grade and I  p layed

"Rhapsody in  B lue 'on  the  p iano a t  a  PTA meet ing .  I  s tood up  a f te r

I  go t  th rough and I  heard  app lause,  and I  loved i t .  I  thought '

"Th is  j s  n jce !  Th is  app lause  j s  n ice . "  I r ve  a lways  been  jn te res ted .

I ' ve  a lways  l i ked  the ' idea  o f  be ing  C lass  Pres iden t  o r  V ice -Pres iden t .

I ' ve  been  invo lved  in  po l i t i cs  a l1  my ' l i f e ,  o f  course  in  d i f fe ren t

ca tegor ies ;  bu t  I ' ve  a lways  l i ked  po l i t i cs .  I ' ve  a lways  l i ked  to

par t i c ipa te .  I ' ve  a lways  l i ked  to  be  invo lved .

In the cate.oory which you are in r ight  now, when did you begin to

get ' interested?

When I  thought  I  had a  chance to  accompl ish  th is  goa1.

What year was that?

As a Senator? That was when Joe Christ ie decided to run for

Lieutenant Governor.  That 's when I  decided to run for State Senator;

and everybody e lse  d id ,  too .

How long have you been in  o f f i ce ,  Mr .  Sant ies teban?

At  the  end o f  th ' i s  te rm I ' l l  be  in  ten  years .  I  was  e lec ted  in  1966.

I  served six years as a member of  the House of  Representat ives,  and
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SANTI TSTEBAN

at  the end of  th is  term I  wi l l  have served four  years as Senator .

My  te rm exp i res  th i s  coming  yea r -  I  have  to  run  fo r  re -e lec t i on  i n

1976 -

Are you going to?

i  am go ing  to  run  fo r  re -e lec t ion :  Ves .

I f  you were to be asked to name who the most important or inf luent ia l

Mex ican Amer ican po l i t i c ians  in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas  are  today ,  cou ld

you give some names?

I  th ink  by  fa r  my sh in ing  l igh t ,  the  man I  look  up  to  more  than any-

body else that 's Mexican American, is Congressman Henry gonz{1ez from

San Anton io .  I  th ink  tha t  Raymond Te l les ,  the  fo rmer  mayor  o f  E l  Paso,

was an  ou ts tand inq  man.

Wh' ich  o thers  do  you cons jder  as  cur ren t ' l y  be ing  o f  jn f luence,  o r

peop le  to  be  looked up  to  in  Texas  po l i t i cs?

I  th ink  one  o f  the  mos t  in f luen t ia ' | ,  i n te l l i gen t  men. . .Le t  me pu t

i t  th is  way.  I f  I  were  Governor  o f  Texas ,  o r  "Pres ident  o f  the  Wor ld r "

o r  i f  I  were  in  some b is -dea l  po l i t i ca l  o f f i ce ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  have

at  my s ide  th is  fe l low f rom Laredo,  Texas :  Honore l  L igarde .  I  th ink

he is  an  ou ts tand ing  human be ing .

What  makes h im so  ou ts tand ing?

He i s  jus t  i n te l l i gen t ,  he 's  knowledqeab le ,  he  has  h is  fee t  on  the

ground,  he  knows the  po1es,  he 's  no t  angry .  He apprec ' ia tes  bo th

cu l tu res ,  he  unders tands  the  prob lems o f  bo th  cu l tu res ,  he  unders tands

ignorance .  He 's  pa t ien t ,  he 's  hones t .  I  j us t  th ink  tha t  he  i s ,  by

fa r ,  the  man tha t  I  can  persona l ly  re la te  to  in  a  persona ' l  capac i ty .

He was my roommate for many years while we served in the House

together .  I f  I  ever  have a  ser ious  prob lem I  wou ld  cer ta in ' l y

so l ' i c i t  and  seek  h is  adv ice .
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Anybody e'lse?

0f course, every Mexican American who has been appointed or elected

to  o f f i ce ,  in  my op in ion ,  has  to  have those prerequ is i tes  tha t  I  ca l ' l

ambi t ' ion ,  ga l l  and gu ts ,  and the  des i re  to  serve  mank ind .  I  wou ld  pu t

them al l  jn that  category.  You asked me who I  thought were the most

ou ts tand ing ,  and o f f  the  top  o f  my head I  can ' t  th ink  o f  anybody e lse .

Certainly [ I  admire]  Senator Raul  Longor ia of  McAl leno the other

Mexican American who is a member of  the Senate;  Roy Bamera of  San

Antonio was Secretary of  State;  he is an outstanding cr iminal  lawyer.

0 f  course  I  respec t  h im a long those I  ines  because tha t  i s  what  i  am;

I  pract ' ice cr im' inal  law. He was defeated when he ran for mayor of

San Anton ioo  bu t  I  th ink  he  is  an  exce l len t  s ta tesman and a  very

competent man.

Are  a l l  o f  these peop le  your  f r iends?

I  know them a l l .  L ' igarde  and Longor ia  a re  c lose  persona l  f r iends .

Henry  Gonz6 lez  I  jus t  know f rom a far .  I ' ve  shaken h is  hand and I ' ve

ta lked to  h im a  few t imes.  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  cons ider  h jm my f r iend ,

bu t  I  don ' t  know i f  he  wou ld  aqree w i th  me or  no t .

Would you ' l ike 
to be Governor of  Texas?

0h ,  yes .  I ' d  l i ke  to  be  Governor  o f  Texas .  I ' d  l i ke  to  be  U.S .

Senator .  I  cer ta in ly  wou1d.

Are you going to make at tempts towards that end?

0f course, we have dreams.

Dreams sometimes become real i ty.  Does your v is ion encompass this

k ind  o f  th ing? I f  a l l  o f  a  sudden i t  were  to  become feas ib le  fo r

you to run for Governor of  Texas, would you?

20

E:

S:

E :

s .

E :

S :

E :

S :

E :



SANTI ESTEBAN

Cer ta in ly  I  wou ld .  AssuminQ tha t  I  qe t  re -e lec ted  in  1976 . . .o f

course :  lou  can ' t  assume an.y th inq  in  po l i t i cs .  You seer  !ou l "  s ta te -

w ide  o f f i ces  are  a l l  four  year  te rms now.  In  1978 is  when a l l  the

s ta te -w ide  o f f i ces  become open.  So under  our  law,  I  cou ld  ge t  re -

e lec ted  as  a  S ta te  Senator  in  1976:  FUn fo r  a  s ta te -w ide  o f f i ce  in

1978 ;  and  i f  no t  be inq  success fu l ,  I  cou ld  s t i l l  re ta in  my  S ta te

Senate  seat  un t i l  
, l980 .  

That ' s  tha t  LBJ lavv  tha t  we passed severa l

years  aqo to  a l low h im to  run  fo r  Pres ident  and no t  q ive  up  h is

U.S .  Sena te  sea t .  Bu t  you  see ,  peop le  jus t  don ' t  unders tand .  I  was

ta lk ing  to  Jer ry  Apodaca who is  a  good f r iend  o f  mine ,  by  the  way,

f rom twenty - f i ve  years  ago.  Jer ry  was te l l inq  me and was compla in inq

tha t  he  spent  over  two hundred thousand do l la rs  ge t t inq  e lec ted .  I

go t  to  th ink ' ing ,  "My goodness !  L loyd  Bentson to  qe t  e lec ted  U.S.  Sena-

to r  spen t  3 .2  m i l l i on .  Do lph  Br i scoe ,  in  h is  f i r s t  race  fo r  Gover -

nor ,  spen t  over  2  m i l l i on  do l la rs .  I  myse l f ,  qe t t i nq  e lec ted  to  the

Sta te  Senate ,  spent  r igh t  fa round]  e igh ty  thousand do l la rs . "  New

Mex ico  has  bare ly  a  m i l l i on  peop le .  Texas  has  th i r teen  mi l l i on

peop le .  There  ' i s  jus t  no  compar ison.  I  represent  r iqh t  now as  a

Sta te  Senator  four  hundred thousand peop le .  That ' s  near ly  ha l f  o f

what Jerry Apodacan the Governor of  New Mexico, represents.  Texas is

jus t  a  hard  nu t  to  c rack  in  a  s ta te -w ide  race .

What do you think about the Raza Unida Party?

I  th ink  Raza  Un jda  i s  needed  in  i t s  own e lement ,  bu t  i t ' s  p re jud ic ia l

to the Mexican American cand' idate who is Republ ican or Democrat ic.

You see,  I  have suppor ted  Raza Un ida .  I  be l ieve  Raza Un ida  is  needed in  races

for Commissioners Court ,  for  County Courts,  for  Alderman, for  municipal  of f ices,

fo r  Jus t ice  o f  the  Peace,  fo r  mun ic ipa l  o f f i ces .  I  th ink  they ' re
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needed in  the  area  o f  A lp ine ,  Mara thon,  Van Horn ,  For t  S tock ton ,

Pecos, and in the Lower Ri 'o grande Va11ey. But I  do not appreciate

Raza Un ida  because i t ' s  p re jud ic ia l  to  the  Mex ican Amer ican who is

seek ing  a  d is t r i c t  o f f i ce ,  a  s ta te  o f f i ce ,  a  senator ia l  o f f i ce ;  be-

cause the  power  as  i t se l f  does  no t  a l low you to  qe t  e lec ted .  I t

j us t  doesn ' t  happen .  0 thers  w i l l  d i saqree ,  bu t  in  my  op in ion ,

accompl jsh inq  the  goa l  i s  more  impor tan t  than a t tempt ino  to  accom-

p l i sh  the  qoa l .  [That ]  i s  impor tan t  too ,  bu t  no t  as  impor tan t  as

get t ing  there .

In  o ther  words ,  the  vo tes  have to  c ross  e thn ic  bar r ie rs .

They certainly do. In El  Paso County,  you have f i f ty-seven percent

Mex ican-surnamed popu la t ion .  Le t ' s  say  we have four  hundred thousand

peop le  in  E l  Paso County .  F i f t y  percent  [ i s ]  Mex ican-surnamed;  s t j l l ,

we bare ' l y  have one- th i rd  o f  the  vo te .  I t  i sn ' t  because a  lo t  o f

Mex ican Amer icans  don ' t  reg ; is te r ;  tha t ' s  par t  o f  i t .  I t  j s  because

we have so many resident al iens who have been here for  years and

years and have never become American ci t ' izens. I f  you run a race

s t r i c t l y  [a long]  e thn ic  l ines ,  Vou are  to  qe t  de fea ted .

Le t ' s  look  a t  the  prac t ica l i t y  o f  th is .  Say  we do  have f i f t y -seven

percent  Span ish-surnamed ' in  E l  Paso.  0 f  tha t  f i f t y -seven percent ,

what percentaqe are American ci t ' izens?

I  don ' t  know.  Bu t  I 'm  te l l i ng  you  tha t  i f  we  have  f i f t y -seven

percent  Mex ican-surnamed,  loq ic  wou ld  te11 you tha t  we ouqht  to  have

f i f ty-seven percent of  the vote;  but  we do not.  We barely have

th i r ty - th ree  percent  o f  the  vo te ,  Mex ican-surnamed.  Why? I  don ' t

know why.  I  say  tha t  the  reason we don ' t  have i t  i s  no t  on ly  because

some o f  us  don ' t  req is te r  to  vo te ,  bu t  because some o f  us  cannot

22



SANT I ESTEBAN

reg is te r  under  the  law because we are  no t  Amer ican c i t i zens .  In

the  lower  R io  Grande va11ey you have e igh ty - f i ve  to  e ioh ty -seven

percent Mexican-surnamed. hlhen i t  comes t ime to vote,  you have

e igh ty - f i ve  to  e ich ty -seven percent  o f  the  vo te ,  too .  In  E l  Paso

tha t  i s  no t  t rue .  Assuming you were  to  run  a  comple te  Ch icano '

Mex ican-or ien ted  type  o f  rac ism campaign ,  you  wou ld  no t  ge t  e lec ted ;

no t  county -w ide .  Now you miqht  ge t  e lec ted  in  cer ta in  d is t r i c ts  and

tha t  k ind  o f  th inqo bu t  you ' re  no t  go inq  to  qe t  e lec ted  county -w ide .

Second ly ,  I  wou ldn ' t  run  a  campaiqn  tha t  way  even i f  I  wou ld  ge t

e lec ted .  I  th ink  i t ' s  de fea t inq  the  purpose tha t  we ' re  here  fo r .

I ' l l  no t  ever  p ros t i tu te  my own ph i losophy.  I 'm no t  mar r ied  to  any

po l i t i ca l  par ty ,  bu t  I  am mar r ied  to  my own ph i losophYi  and my own

phi 1 osophy i  s that  of  co-mi ng1 i  ng and i  ntegrat i  nq as d ' i  s t i  ngtu i  shed

f rom t ry ing  to  s tay  a loo f  and t ry ino  to  s tay  "e thn ic , "  le t ' s  pu t

i t  tha t  way .

What  do  you cons ider  to  be  your  po l i t i ca l  power  base?

I 've  been asked tha t  ques t ion  be fore  and I  don ' t  know how to  answer  i t .

I  suppose my moderacy  is  my po l i t i ca l  power  base.  Th is  las t  e lec t ion

in 1972 [ included] ex-Senator Frank 0wen, who we know is a very

conserva t ive  ' ind iv idua l ,  and Representa t ive  Pau l  Moreno,  who we know

is  a  ra ther  l i be ra l  i nd iv idua l .  In  a l l  the  p rec inc ts  tha t  Pau l  Moreno

camied,  I  p laced second.  In  a l l  the  prec inc ts  tha t  Frank  Owen

car r ied ,  I  p laced second.  Then I  car r ied  my own share  o f  p rec inc ts .

I  suppose I  am a  lo t  o f  peop le 's  second cho ice ,  wh ich  is  a  good way

to  run  fo r  o f f i ce .  Be inq  a  modera te  i s  a  1one1y ex is tence,  because

you ' re  no t  rea l l y  p leas ing  e i the r  s ide ;  bu t  you ' re  no t  mak inq  e i the r

s ide  anory  [a t ]  you .
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There are some people that  are angry at  you, though- Thoss ars ths

more radical  Mexican Americans in th ' is  town.

There's people who are angry at  me, and those are the more radical

Mex ican Amer icans  and the  more  rad ica l  conserva t jves .  They ' re  angry ,

and I  learned many years ago that you just  can' t  p lease everybody.

Le t ' s  ta lk  about  the  rad ica l  Mex ican Amer icans .  What  a re  your  thoughts

on  the i r  c r i t i c i sm? I 'm  no t  ask inq  you  to  answer  i t ,  bu t  why  do  you

th ink  they  are  c r i t i c ' i z inq  you fo r  such moderacy ,  fo r  no t  be ing  more

voc i fe rous  in  pursu ' ing  the  "Ch icano cause, "  as  they  ca l l  j t?

I  guess  I  know why they  are  c r i t i c ' i z inq  me.

whv?

You jus t  sa id  i t ,  because  I 'm  no t  voc i fe rous  and  because  I 'm  no t

lead ing  the  wagon.  I  th ink  the  way to  accompl ish  what  they  ca l l  the

"Ch icano cause"  i s  my way and no t  the i rs .  You see,  in  the  Texas

Leg is ' l a tu re - - in  the  e lement  tha t  one  i s  in - - I  am no t  a  masoch is t .  I

am not one who wi l l  get  up and make speeches merely for  the sake of

ge t t ing  press .  I  don ' t  need tha t  fo r  my ego.  I  don ' t  need any th ' ino

for my eoo. I  know what I  am and I  know what I  stand for.  In the

Texas  Leg is la tu re ,  speeches are  made fo r  on iy  two en t i t ies :  the

ga l le ry  and the  press .  [ In  o rder  to  pass ]  tha t  wh ich  becomes 1aw,

you must  have the  ab i l  i t y  to  conv ince  seventy -s ix  ou t  o f  one hundred

and f i f ty House members to bel  ieve the way you bel  ieve. You must

have the  ab i l i t y  to  conv ince  s ix teen Senators  ou t  o f  th i r ty -one to

be l ieve  the  way you want  to  be l jeve .  Take i t  f rom me,  you don ' t  con-

vince them by speeches.

So you th ink  the  more  ac t iv is t  one is ,  i f  he

Texas  po l i t i cs ,  the  less  he  i s  p rone  to  ge t

i s  a  po l i t i c i an  i n

done ?
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S:  The  l ess  he  i s  e f f ec t i ve ;  t ha t ' s  t r ue ,  whe the r  t o  t he  f a r ' l e f t  o r

to  the  fa r  r igh t .  0 f  course ,  the  ac t iv ism ca l l s  a t ten t ion ;  i t  makes

the  peop le  aware .  They ' re  a l ready  aware .  My fo r te  i s  accompl ish ing

what  the  ac t i v i sm is  a l l  abou t .

There are some people who would argue, however--and this is not

ta lk ing  abou t  po l i t i cs ,  bu t  ra ther  abou t  the  en t i re  c i v i l  r i gh ts

movement  and the  Ch icano Movement ,  i f  you  w i l l - - tha t  " the  squeak ing

whee l  ge ts  the  grease, "  and tha t  there  were  a  lo t  o f  peop le  who weren ' t

aware of  ethnic problems before peop' le started parading through the

s t ree ts  and pu t t ing  up  pos ters  and shout ing  a t  the  newsmen.  How

do you feel  about that?

"The squeaking wheel gets the grease,"but there are squeakers and

there are those who grease f the wheel] .  I  grease i t .  Af ter  the

squeak comes in and af ter  the awareness comes in,  then I  come in wi th

the  grease and ge t  i t  done.  I 'm no t  b randed.

Not to strain the metaphor,  do you th ' ink that  perhaps the squeakers

served a purpose?

Cer ta in ly .  There 's  no  ques t ion  abou t  i t .  M i l i t ancy  has  a  purpose .

Tha t ' s  wha t  I  sa id  a t  the  o f f se t  o f  th i s  las t  pa ra l le l ;  i t  se rves  i t s

purpose.  The mi l i tan ts  and the  no ise  makers ,  they ' re  the  a t ten t ion

qet te rs ;  bu t  then the  so lv ing  o f  what  they  are  t ry ing  to  so lve  by

the mif  i tancy [has to be done ny]  the moderate go' ing in there and

so lv inq  i t .  Tha t ' s  the  po l i t i ca l  rea l i t y .  You 've  go t  to  have  the

g l i f t  o f  hypocr isy  to  pass  or  to  k i l l  l eg is ' la t ion .  I 'm somy to  say

th is ,  bu t  you  canno t  do  i t  on  mer i t s ;  i t  j us t  i s  no t  done .  Because

peop le  in  eas t  Texaso in  nor th  Texas ,  in  mid-Texas ,  cou ld  care  less

what problems we have; and yet we don' t  have the major i ty.  Therefore
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we have to use the other ta lent  that  God gave us in order to accompfish

i t  a round the  back  door .  I  th ink  I 'm very  e f fec t i ve ,  and very

pro f i c ien t  i n  do fng  tha t .

Do you th ink  tha t  j t ' s  the  na ture  o f  Rea lpo ' l i t i ck  tha t  you  and the

ac t iv ' i s ts  have to  be  on  d i f fe ren t  s ides  o f  the  fence?

No,  because I  don ' t  th jnk  tha t  we are  on  d i f fe ren t  s ides  o f  the

fence. That is why I 'm tei l inc you that many t imes I  become de-

pressed and d isappo ' in ted .  We ' re  rea11y  no t  on  d i f fe ren t  s ides  o f

the fence; we just  t ry to accompl ish our goa' ls in a di f ferent

manner.  Yet,  I  can show you--you can see, the record speaks for

i t se l f - - the  accomp' l i shments  tha t  peop le  l i ke  nyse l f  have done as

d is t inqu ished  f rom [wha t ]  the  m i l i t an t ,  e ' i t he r  r igh t  o r  le f t ,  has

accompl ished.  I  am ta lk ing  about  recent  h is to ry ,  o f  course .

Th is  i s  an  en l igh ten ing  par t  o f  the  in te rv iew.  I ' d  l i ke  to  qo  in to

another  phase,  in to  the  f ina l  phase,  now.  Here  in  
. l975-76,  

th is

na t ion  is  observ ing  i t s  B icentenn ia l ,  and there  are  severa l  ce lebra-

t ions planned. There are references made to "our forefathers,"

Wash ing ton ,  Adams,  Je f fe rsono  Hami l ton ,  and  so  on .  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask

you, as a Mexican Amenican in 1975, how do you ident i fy wi th these

people? How do you relate to the American Revolut ion?

I ' ve  been read ing  in  the  paper  about  the  B icentenn ia l ,  and I  jus t

can ' t  ge t  exc i ted .  I 'm sor ry .  Parades  and bands are  en joyab le  and

tha t ' s  n ' i ce .  I  l i ke  to  see the  drum majore t tes  and the i r  shor t

sk i r t s ;  and  I  l i ke  to  see  the  n ice  f l oa ts ,  and  i t ' s  a l l  n i ce .  Bu t  I

can ' t  ge t  too  exc i ted  o ther  than  in  the  soc ia l  ve in .  I ' l l  go  see  the

parade.  I f  they  want  me to  r ide  in  the  parade,  I ' l l  ce r ta in ly  r ide

in  the  parade;  bu t  I  can ' t  ge t  too  exc i ted  about  i t .  I  w i l l  par t i c ipa te ,
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t ime a l low ing ,  bu t  I 'm more  in te res ted  in  ge t t ino  th ings  done.

I 'm  more  i n te res ted  i n  accomp l i sh ing  more  scho la rsh ' i ps .  I 'm  more

in te res ted  i n  ge t t i ng  be t te r  roads .  I 'm  more  i n te res ted  i n  bu i l d ing

better  schools.  I 'm more interested in get t ing more people educated.

I 'm more  in te res ted  jn  see ing  tha t  the  s tandard  o f  l i v ing ,  tha t  the

oppor tun i t y ' i s  the re .  I 'm  no t  too  in te res ted  in  the  B ' i cen tenn ia l .

How do you re la te  to  the  ideas  o f  the  Const i tu t ion  and the  Dec la ra-

t ion of  Independence?

0f  course ,  my educat ion  has  a l lowed me to  re la te ,  because I  know about

George Washington, and I  know about Thomas Jefferson. But how did I

rel ate whenever I went to the Crawford Theater and saw Gene Autry?

We wou ld  go  home and p lay  the  game.  I  cou ldn ' t  re la te  to  Gene Aut ry ;

I  don ' t  look  l i ke  Gene Aut ry .  But  then they  f ina l l y  came th rough w i th

7owo, so that gave me something to relate to.  I  get  to th inking

that "our forefathers" crossed in the Mayflower. thenIttrinKr4X forefathers were

over  there  on  the  Mex ican s ide  k i l l i ng  Span iards !  That ' s  where  my

fore fa thers  were .  But  I  say ,  "That ' s  f jne .  'Our  fo re fa thers . ' "

We ' re  supposed to  say  tha t .

Do you th ink  the  Ang los  cons ider  those peop le- -Wash ing ton  and Je f fe rson- -

to  be  the  Mex jcan Amer icans '  fo re fa thers ,  in te l lec tua l l y  o r  o therw ise?

If  they do consider them to be the Mexican Americans'  forefathers,

they ' re  s tup id ,  because they ' re  no t  the  Mex ican Amer icans '  fo re fa thers .

They  jus t  happen to  be  those tha t  a l ' l eged ly  conquered a  na t ion ,  o r

c rea ted  a  na t ion ,  tha t  we jus t  happen to  l i ve  in .  Many o f  us  were

here before them. Not my people;  my people were not here before them.

My peop le  were  a l l  sou th  o f  the  n i 'o  Grande.  But  h ' i s to ry  w i l l  te l l  us
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hle became a conquered nat ion-  But  I  suppose wa had a choico-  hJe

cou ld  have  moved  sou th  o f  t he  bo rde r :  I  don ' t  know.  I  don ' t  know

cho ices  I  wou ld  have  made  in  those  days .  Bu t  i t  i us t  doesn r t  bo then

me ;  I  don ' t  t h i nk  j t ' s  impo r tan t .

Do  you  th ink  you  ma in ta in  a  cu l tu ra l  a f f i l i a t i on  o f  so r t s  w i th  Me j< i co?

I  don r t  t h i nk  t he re ' s  any  ques t i on  abou t  i t .  I ' ve  wo rked  a t  i t .  I

wan t  t o  ma in ta in  a  cu l tu ra l  a f f i l i a t i on  w i th  Mdx ico .  I  t h ink  tha t  no t

main ta in ing  a  cu l tu ra l  a f f i l i a t ion  w i th  Mex ico  i s  wha t  c rea tes  a  lo t

o f  the  f rus t ra t ion  tha t  we ' re  jn .  I ' d  te l l  a  l i t t l e  s to ry ,  bu t  I

don ' t  know i f  we 've  go t  the  t ime to  hear  i t  now.

Sure we've got t ' ime.

I ' l l  te l l  the  s to ry  about  Benny Mar t {nez .  Benny Mar t fnez 's  peop le

crossed the r iver dur ing the Mexican Revolut ion.  They were humble

peop le  in  Me 'x ico ,  and they  dec ided to  se t t le  in  Da l las .  That ' s  where

Benny was born .  R igh t  away,  tha t  te l l s  you  someth ' ing ,  because h is

name is  Benny ins tead o f  Ben jam{n.  He grew up in  Da l las ;  he  went  to

schoo l  in  Da l las ,  he  went  to  h igh  schoo l  in  Da l las .  He graduated

f rom h igh  schoo l .  "Ya  te rmind  ta  escue la . "  We11,  he 's  th rouqh  w i th

schoo l .  That ' s  a  concept  tha t  we seem to  have,  tha t  you ' re  th rough

w' i th  schoo l  when you ge t  ou t  o f  h igh  schoo l .  I  c r i t i c i ze  i t ,  bu t

i t ' s  t rue .  So,  Benny became a  Dr .  Pepper  t ruck  dr iver ;  and Benny 's

boss  js  Bob Smi th .  Bob Smi th  be f ieves  tha t  because Benny Mar t i ' nez 's

name is Benny Mart i 'nez that Benny knows how to t ranslate documents,

he knows how to interpret, he knows about Montezuma, he knows about

Azt l {n,  he knows al l  about Beni to Ju{rez,  he knows everything there

is  to  know,  because a f te r  a l l  [h is  name is ]  "Benny Mar t i /nez . "  Benny

Mar t {nez  doesn ' t  know jack ,  because a t  the  schoo ls  Benny went  to ,

they  never  taught  h im any th ing .  H is  paren ts  cou ldn ' t  teach h im
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anyth ing  because they  d idn ' t  know any th ing .  I f  they  had boen landod

gent ry  and peop le  o f  cu1 ture  in  Mdx ico ,  they  wou ldn ' t  have come to

this country to begin wi th.  They would have stayed [ in Mdxico] ;  they

would have had i t  made. So they came here l ike every other American

d id ,  to  f ind  a  be t te r  way  o f  l i fe .  So now Benny Mar t /nez  and h is

wife go on vacat ion and they go to Acapulco. Benny Mart{nez looks

l i ke  you and I  do ,  R ichard ;  they ' re  dark .  0bv ious ly  they ' re  no t

Norweg ians .  So Benny and h is  w i fe  a re  a t  the  Acapu lco  H i l ton .  In

the  f i rs t  p1ace,  they ' re  d r iv ing  a  b rand new Mercury ,  because here

under the credi t  system we can buy a new Mercury on credi t .  Benny

has good credi t  because he works for  the Dr.  Pepper Company. He pu11s

up in  f ron t  o f  the  Acapu lco  H i l ton ,  and nex t  to  h im is  th is  very  b ig

sho t  Mex ican  Mex ican ,  who  i s  d r i v ing  a  Mercuryo  too ;  bu t  i t ' s  a '72 .

So th is  b ig  shot  Mex ican looks  over  a t  Benny Mar t {nez  and says ,  "We1l ,

who 's  tha t  low c lass  son o f  a  gun who 's  d r iv ' ing  tha t  b ig  car?"  I t

hur ts  h im,  fbecause]  a f te r  a l l  in  Mdx ico  to  own a '75  l4ercury  you

have to pay . l00% 
duty.  So only the rgal  b iggies are the ones that

dr ive  the  b ig  cars .  Benny looks  a t  th is  guy  and th inks ,  "Why is  he

look ing  a t  me ug ly  th is  way?"  But  o f  course ,  there  you have your

iea lous ies .  So they ' re  ge t t ing  ready  to  o rder  [d inner ] .  Benny

Mart inez wants lobster and wants the waiter to undercook i t .  How

does he order i t? I  wonder r ight  now whether you would know how to

order  lobs ter  in  Span ish  and te l l  them to  undercook  i t .  So  he  asked

for  i t  in  h is  b roken Span ish .  The wa i te r  immedia te ly  th inks ,  "Th is

guy  is  a  'pocho. 'He has  fo rgo t ten  the  mother  tongue. "  But  ye t  he  goes

up to  the  Ang lo  peop le  who are  s i t i tng  there ,  and the  Ang lo  peop le

sdV, "Quee-arrow oonuh long-uh-steena y quee-arrow quay no la co-sa
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tahnto . "  That ' s  charming,  because the  wa i te r  says ,  "0h ,  beaut i fu l .

These Ang lo  peop le  a re  t ry ing  to  learn  my ' language. "  Then he  wa i ts

on  them a  lo t  more  e f f i c ien t ly  than he  wa i ts  on  Benny Nar t#ez ,  be-

cause Benny Mart{nez is a "pocho."  The real  t ragedy comes when they

s tar t  d r iv ing  back ,  and they  break  the i r  w indsh ie ld .  They  go  up  to

th is  garage man and they  want  [h im]  to  f i x  the  w indsh ie ld .  How do

they  ask  the  guy  in  Span ish  to  f i x  the  w indsh ie ld?  "Qu iero  que me

ar reg le  e l  w insh i l . "  Who knows what  parabr isas  is?  What  schoo l  ever

teaches  you to  say  w indsh ie ld  in  Span ish? So,  they  don ' t  have a  good

t ime in Mdx' ico;  they were discr iminated laga' inst ]  in M6xjco.  Now

they come back to Dal las.  Where is their  country? Benny Mart{nez

speaks"Eng l ich  thees  way. "  Then he  speaks  Span ish  bad,  too .  There

is  where  the  Ch icano e lement  comes ' in .  That ' s  where  I  be l ieve  tha t

i t  a l1  ge ts  s ta r ted ,  because o f  the  lack  o f  educat ion ;  no t  on ly

[no t ]  te l l ing  Benny Mar t i ' nez  who he  iso  bu t  [no t ]  te l l ing  Bob Smi th

who Benny Mar t fnez  is .  That ' s  why  the  b i l ingua l ,  co-ming led  w i th

b icu l tu ra l ,  educat ion  is  the  answer ,  I  th ink ,  to  a  lo t  o f  the  Mex ican

Amer ican prob lems tha t  we have.  I  don ' t  be l ieve  i t ' s  go t  too  much to

do w i th  the  po l i t i ca l  a rena un less  i t ' s  to  e f fec tua te  tha t  p rogram

that  I 'm te l ' l i nq  you about ,  tha t  I  ca l  I  b i l  ingua ' l  and b icu l  tu ra l  .

Then,  o f  course ,  i t  i s  po l i t i ca l  power .  i  be l ieve  tha t  there  is

tha t  en t i t y  tha t  ex is ts  a l l  over  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  espec ia l l y  in  our

Southwest,  regarding the Mexican American ident i ty;  the idea that we

cannot relate to the mother country [and] we cannot relate to our

present  count ry ,  because o f  our  language bar r ie r ,  no t  our  co lo r .

They  who we l i ve  w i th  cannot  re la te  because o f  the i r  lack  o f  b icu l -

tural  educat ion.  I  te l l  that  story merely to make that point .  I 've

seen  i t  and  I ' ve  w i tnessed  i t ;  I ' ve  fe l t  i t .  I  see  the  d isc r im ina t ion
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that our Mexjcan Americans go throuoh in Mdxico,  and I  see the dis-

c r im ina t ion  tha t  our  Mex ican Amer icans  go  th rough in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .

Th is  i s  where  I  be l ieve  the  Ch icano Movement  a l l  go t  s ta r ted .  I  don ' t

l i ke  tha t  name;  I  m iqh t  as  we l ' l  go  in to  tha t .  I ' ve  been asked by

some Mex ican Amer icans ,  "0yes ,  Ta t i r  { 'e fes  mex icano o  eres  Ch icano?"

Tha t ' s  d iv i s i ve ,  tha t ' s  un fa i r .  I  don ' t  l i ke  the  idea  o f  the  "B lacks"

and the  "Browns"  and the  "Whi tes . "  That ' s  o f fens ive  to  me;  i t ' s  more

d iv i s i veness .  I  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  co r rec t ,  I  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  p roper .

I  th ink i t 's  demeaning. We do not have a color problem. We have never

had  a  co lo r  p rob lem.  Now tha t  we ' re  b r ing ing  in  th i s  "Brown"  th ing ,

and  th is  Ch ' i cano  th ing ,  I  th  jnk  i t ' s  d ' i v i s i ve ,  where in  the  oppos ing

po l i t i ca l  fo rces  look  down and they  laugh.  They  sayo "Look  a t  them.

They ' re  f igh t ing  among themse lves .  As  long as  vve  keep them f igh t ing

among themse lves ,  then we ' re  in  good shape. "  There  is  no  way tha t  you

are go' ing to convince my mother or my aunts or the people over th i r ty

that they're brown, because through the years,  they have never had

co lor  p rob lems.  They 've  had language prob lemso educat ion  prob lems;  bu t

no t  co lo r  p rob lems.  I  j us t  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  p roper .  As  long  as  I 'm

in  a  pos ' i t ion  to  say  tha t ,  tha t ' s  what  I 'm go ing  to  say .

There are people who have made the point  that  i t  was the Anglo that

or iq ina l l y  s ta r ted  hyphenat ing .  I t  was  the  Anq lo  who s ta r ted  say ing ,

"Those  peop le  a re 'Span ish -surnamed Amer icans '  o r 'Mex ican-Amer icans '

o r  'H ispan ic -Amer icans '  o r  'La t in -Amer icans . t "  Those same peop le  say ,

" I f  the  Ang lo  saw f i t  to  make tha t  d is t ' inc t ion ,  i t  j s  w i th  p r ide  tha t

I  am gofng  to  make i t  known. "  What  i s  your  thought  on  tha t?

0h,  tha t ' s  s i11y .  Who cares  where  i t  a l l  qo t  s ta r ted? t , t lho  cares  i f

the  Ch inese were  the  ones  tha t  ca l led  us  tha t ,  o r  the  Arabs? I t
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doesn ' t  ma t te r -  The  desc r ip t i ve  ph rase - -Mex ican -Amer i can .  Span ish -

surnamed,  Lat in  Amer ican--by i tse l f  does not  bother  [me]  because

we 've  go t  t o  have  some k ind  o f  a  desc r ip t i on .

But  Chicano is  the one that  you. . .

I  th ink  the  d is t inc t ion  be tween Ch icano and Mex ican-surnamed Mex ican-

American, that  there is a di f ference between the two, is where i t

shows d iv is iveness .  I t  l jm i ts  our  s t roke ,  our  power ,  because there

is  no  d i f fe rence be tween be ing  Ch icano,  Mex ican-Amer ican,  Mex ican-

surnamed,  La t in  Amer jcan.  There  js  no  d i f fe rence a t  a l l .  As  long

as  i t ' s  a l1  in  par i t y ,  then  tha t ' s  the  way  i t  shou ld  be .  My  a rgu-

ment is that  there are those who are t ry ino to dist inguish between the

two.

I  wou ld  jus t  l i ke  to  end the  in te rv iew by  ask ing  you what  you th ink

the  fu tu re  o f  the  Mex ican Amer ican is  w i th  regard  to  power in  po l i t i cs ,

or wi th regard to economic advancement.  Do you see i t  as improving

s ign i f i can t ly  in  the  nex t  decade,  o r  do  you see i t  as  a  very ' long  range

case?

Richard ,  I  th ink  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  be  su f fe r ing  f rom a  back lash  w i th in

the  nex t  f i ve  years .  I  be l ieve  tha t  the  press ,  the  med ia ,  has  been

somewhat unfa ' i r  in br inging forward i tems where we are wi tnessing an

anger - - " reverse  d i  sc r im i  na t i  on .  "  A l  though I  don ' t  be l  i  eve  i t  ex i  s ts ,

I  th ink  the  popu lace  as  a  who le  i s  be ing  no t i f i ed  tha t  i t  i s  the re .

So,  I  be l ieve  tha t  w i th in  the  nex t  f i ve  years  there  is  go ing  to  be

a back lash .  I  fu r ther  be l ieve  tha t  our  du ty ,  the  du ty  o f  the  Mex ican

Amer ican leaders- -po l i t i ca l ,  bus iness ,  o r  o therw ise- - i s  to  t ry  to

es tab l i sh  laws tha t  w i l l  p ro tec t  our  e thn ic  g roup f rom tha t  back lash

when i t  comes.  When tha t  back lash  comes,  I  th ink  tha t  we w i l l  be  in

a  par i ty  w i th  a l l  o ther  c i t i zens  in  p ro tec t ing  our  her i tage as  i t
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invo lves  soc ie ty ,  bus iness  and economics .  From then on ,  the  way

tha t  we w i l l  go  is  s t r i c t l y  up ;  because I  th ink  tha t  we w i l l  be

educat ing  ourse lves  [and ]  we w i l l  be  educat inq  o thers  about  our -

se lves .  I ' d  l i ke  to  c lose  th is  in te rv iew by  te l l ' i ng  you  tha t  in

my forty years of  1 i fe,  I  have found very few cruel  people.  People

are  b igo ted  or  p re jud ic ia l  because o f  ignorance.  I  th ink  human

be ings  a re  bas ica l l y  k ind ,  a re  bas ica l l y  good .  I  th ink  tha t  i t ' s

background,  env i ronment ,  educat ion ,  o r  lack  o f  educat ion  tha t  makes

people bigoted. I  th ink that  once we overcome that through educat ion,

a t  leas t  th rough a  reve la t ion  o f  what  i t ' s  a l l  about ,  we are  go ing  to

move a  lo t  fa r ther .  I  th ink  tha t  my ch i ld ren  and your  ch i ld ren  are

going to see more opportuni ty than other chi ldren have seen. I 've

seen more than my father has seen. I  th ink we are on our way up.

Thank  you ,  s i r .
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