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B I CENTENN IAL

H: Marta,  could you tel l  us when and where you were born?

S:  I  was  born  in  Los  Ange les ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  June  22nd ,  
. |954 .

H: hlhere are your parents from?

S: My parents are f rom El Paso.

H:  Cou ld  you te l l  us  someth ing  about  your  schoo l  years - -where  you

attended school  and any inf luent ia l  exper iences that may have occurred?

S:  Yes .  I  a t tended grade schoo l  in  Los  Ange les  un t i l  the  f i f th  g rade

when I  went to Zack White School  here in El  Paso. Then I  went to

Coronado High School .  I  was act ive in sports,  speech and drama.

I  par t i c ipa ted  in  the  s tudent  qovernment  there  a t  the  h igh  schoo l .

I  graduated from Coronado in 1972 and I  was selected as a Rotary

Exchange Student to South Afr ica.  I  spent four months at  a Dutch

prep schoo l .  I  learned to  speak  Af r i kaans ,  wh ich  is  a  Dutch-

German d ia lec t ,  and  I  l i ved  in  a  sma l l  v i l l aqe  o f  abou t  4 ,000

peop'le. Then I moved to Capetown and attended the University of

Capetown.  That  year  had a  grea t  dea l  o f  in f luence on  my l i fe ,  I 'm

sure .

When d id  you move to  E l  Paso. . .a f te r  f i f th  g rade?

Yes. After f i f th grade. After I  went away to South Afr ica I  came

back  and a t tended the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in ,  and then I

t ransferred to UTEP.

How do you think the year in Afr ica has inf luenced you?

I t  i n f luenced  me a  g rea t  dea l  po1 i t i ca11y .  I  became very  po l i t i ca l l y

or ien ted  because i t ' s  a  very  po l i t ' i ca l  count ry .  I  saw cond i t jons  tha t

I  had never been exposed to before.
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Such as?

Such  as  a  lo t  o f  d i f fe ren t  med ica l  s i tua t ions .  I  d id  vo lun teer

work  in  a  B lack  hosp i ta l  and in  the  townsh ips .  You become very

cu l tu ra l l y  o r ien ted .  You beg in  to  learn  the  cu l tu res  o f  d i f fe ren t

peop le .  I t ' s  so  condensed- - in  South  Af r i ca  you have so  many t r ibes .

I t  de f in i te ly  b roadened my out look  on  peop ' le  and on  t rave l inq  and

on cu l tu re  a  g rea t ,  g rea t  dea l .

Can you recal l  any ethnical ly or iented exper iences in your ovvn school

ei ther in Los Angeles or here when you came to Coronado?

No. There's not rea' l1y any one type of  s i tuat ion I  can remember

persona ' |1y .  I  know tha t  I  was  in  a  more  compet i t i ve  s i tua t ion  a t

the school  I  at tended because of  the large percentage of  Jewish kids

in  my  c lasses .

Th is  was  in  Los  Ange les?

No,  d t  Coronado.  And i t  made me more . . . i t  was  very  compet i t i ve .

I  don ' t  th ink  I  rea l l y  ever  had any  rea l  persona l  exper ience as  fa r

as  tha t  goes  tha t  I  can  th ink  o f  a t  th is  t ' ime.

How wou ld  you compare  the  schoo l  s i tua t ion  in  Los  Ange les  w i th  here

in  E l  Paso [concern ing  the ]  Mex ican Amer icans?

We11o s ince  I  was  very  young I  never  was aware  o f  th is .  As  fa r  as

the f i f th grade goes, up to the f i f th grade I  never was aware of  any

type o f  p re jud ice  or  th ings  o f  tha t  sor t .

D id  they  have a  b i l ingua l  educat ion  type  th ing  or  was  everybody in

Eng l ish  or  d id  they  pu t  a l l  the  Mex ican Amer ican k ids  in  one c lass?

l , lo ,  we were  a l  I  toge ther .  We had Span ish  on  te lev is ion .  A  lo t  o f

our  c lasses  were  on  te lev is ion .

But  i t  was  most ly  Enq l ish  or ien ted?
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Wel l ,  yes ,  i t  was  Eng l i sh  o r ien ted .

What are you studying now at UTEP?

I 'm s tudy ing  Adver t i s ing .  I 'm an  Adver t i s ing  major .  I  have a  ver .y

s t rong in te res t  in  g raph ic  a r ts  and adver t i s ing .  [ I  have]  a  minor

in  languages .

So what do you plan to do when you f in ish here?

I  wan t  to  work  w i th  a  f i rm in  adver t i s ing  and  maybe  la te r . . . I 'm  very

in te res ted  in  the  Fore ign  D ip lomat ic  Serv ice .

Which  languages are  you tak ing?

I 'm no t  tak ing  any ' languages  here  a t  UTEP.  A l l  the  languaqes  I ' ve

learned to  speak  have been in  the  count ry  tha t  I ' ve  been.

Which  are?

I  speak  Span ' i sh  and Eng l isho  and I  speak  a  Dutch  d ia lec t - -Dutch-German- -

and I  speak  an  Af r i can  language,  wh ich  js  Xhosa.  I  want  to  become

f luent  in  Por tuguese,  I ta l ian  and French,  wh ich  I  s t i l l  have to  go .

How d jd  you ge t  fnvo lved in  the  Sun Carn iva l?

We11,  i t ' s  a  p re t ty  long  s to ry .  My grandmother  i s  f rom a  very  o1d

pioneer fami ly here in El  Paso and she was a member of  the c lub The

Pan American Roundtable--one of  the founding members.  I  was asked by

The Pan Amer ican Roundtab le ,  wh ich  is  one o f  the  on ly  c jv ic  o rgan iza-

t ions here in El  Paso that have women from both s ides of  the border.

This c lub started to get women from both s ides of  the border to know

each o ther  s ince  we are  so  c lose  together .  I t ' s  a  very  wor thwh i le

c iv ic  o rgan iza t ion .  They  asked me i f  I  wou ld  represent  them in  the

Sun Carn iva l .  So  I  though t ,  "We l I ,  fo r  two  weeks ,  su re . "  L i t t l e

d id  I  know!  f laughter ]

H: Could you explain to us the process that was fol lowed in order to

choose the Pr incess by The Pan American Roundtable?
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They ge t  a  l i s t  o f  the  members '  daughters ,  g randdaughters ,  f r iendso

or  whatever ,  and there  is  the  Board  who meets  and they  se lec t  a  q i r l .

They  have a  p ic tu re  o f  her  and a  l i t t le  b iograph ica l  ske tch  o f  what

she 's  do ing  and what  she 's  done.  Most  o f  the  members  know the  daughters

and the granddaughters and the fr iends of  the other members.

Do you know what  they  choose on- -most ly  on  ac t iv i t ies  o r  po ise  or

what  the  mother  has  done in  the  organ iza t ion?

I  th ink  they  se lec t  you  most ly  on  i f  you  w i l l  represent  the i r  c lub

the way they want someone to represent their  c lub.

What  i s  the  purpose o f  th is  o rgan iza t ion  o ther  than ge t t ing  the

women on both s ides of  the border to know each other?

wel l ,  i t ' s  a  p re t ty  b ig  purpose invo lved because th is  way the  women

in El  Paso are exposed to the women in Ju{rez,  and the women in Juaiez

are  exposed to  the  women in  E l  Paso.  There  are  a  lo t  o f  f r iendsh ips

tha t  have s ta r ted  th is  way.  A lso ,  w i th  our  fo re ign  d ip lomat ic  peop le

here  in  E l  Paso ,  such  as  a t  For t  B l i ss ,  the  German o f f i ce rs 'w ives  a re

invo lved w i th  th is  and the  d i f fe ren t  peop le  tha t  a re  s ta t ioned a t

For t  B l i ss  a re  a lso  invo lved  w i th  th i s .  I t ' s  a  wor thwh i le  th ing  because

you get people f rom other parts of  the country coming in and being

stat ' ioned in El  Paso and many of  them make their  homes here.  This

way they meet a nice group of  people f rom both s ides of  the border.

And they have very worthwhi le projects.  They have the scholarship

funds for students.  This year they had a lboy f rom South El  Paso [who]

was chosen and he  go t  a  scho la rsh ip  here  to  UTEP.  They  do  a  lo t  o f

wor thwh i ' le  p ro jec ts  be tween bo th  s ides ,  so  i t ' s  n ice .

What  do  they  do  in  the i r  meet ings?

They have regu la r  meet ings .  They  ta lk  about  the i r  p ro jec ts  tha t
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they ' re  work ing  on ,  and they  have a  program,  usua l ly ,  w i th

speakers.  Another very important th ing;  is that  they hold their

meet ings in the homes of  people on both s ides of  the border,  so

that women on this s ide of  the border actual ly go into the homes of

the  women in  JuJrez ,  wh ich  is  very  in te res t ing  and I  th ink  rea l l y

important that  people real ize that  there are people just  as normal

on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  border .

Before the rules were changed for the select ion of  the Sun Queen in

1970, there had been no Mexican American Sun Queens in the 35 year

history of  the Carnival  and only 7 Pr incesses, or Duchesses as they

were cal led then. Do you have any thoughts on why that was so?

At that  t ime i t  happened that there weren' t  any Mexican Americans

who were  very  s t rong ly  invo lved w i th  the  Sun Carn iva l .  I  th ' ink  i t ' s

changing year af ter  year.  You can see the progressive change in

peop le  tha t  have go t ten  invo lved,  tha t  had dynamic  persona l i t ies ,

who wanted to change the Sun Carnival  in a posi t ive way to make

i t  no t  a  soc ia l  c lub  bu t  a  communi ty  e f fo r t ,  wh ich  i t  now is  beg in -

n inq  to  be .  In  the  las t  f i ve  years  I  th ink  the  peop le  in  E l  Paso

are  f ina l l y  becominq a  par t  o f  the  Sun Carn iva l  and rea l i z ing  tha t

i t ' s  the  on ly  communi ty  th ing  tha t  we have here  in  E l  Paso.  And

i t ' s  no t  jus t  a  beau ty  con tes t ,  tha t  a  g i r l ' s  chosen .  I t ' s  PR fo r

the  c i ty .  I ' ve  t rave led  to  a  lo t  o f  p laces  and you do  a  lo t  o f  PR

for El  Paso. The Sun Carnival  br ings in more tour ism than any t ime

of  the  year .  Th is  i s  what  makes the  bus inesses  go ,  f rom the  ho t

dog s tand a l l  the  way up  to  the  ho te ls .

Could you tel l  us how the Queen was selected before 
. |970 

and how this

process  is  car r ied  on  now?

H:
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S:  We1 1  ,  I 'm  no t

was done with

6

exact ly sure how i t  was done before.  I  know that i t

a select ion Commit tee before and the Select ion Commit tee

chose a gir l  f rom a group of  g i r ' ls  that  were selected as "Duchesses"

then.  Then they  changed i t  to  the  "Pr incesses"  because they  rea l i zed

that the order was Pr incess-Queen. So the Duchesses are out-of- town

g' i11s who come from al l  over the Southwest represent ing their  smal l

c i t ies  and the i r  a rea ,  such as  Roswel lo  Santa  Fe,  A lamogordo,  Las

Cruces ,  Ru idoso and so  fo r th .  They  come in  and i t ' s  a  wor thwh i le

thing for them because they represent their  area. Then the Pr incesses

are chosen from about lB to 20 civ ic organizat ions here in El  Paso.

These g i r l s  go  to  par t ies  g iven by  the  c iv ic  o rgan ' i za t ions  and they

go to  luncheons g iven by  the  L ions  C lub  and the  Rotary  C lub  and so

for th - -men 's  c lubs .  Then they ' re  in te rv iewed by  ou t -o f - town judges .

The out-of- town judges have never seen the gir1s,  have no idea what

they ' re  l i ke  un t i ' l  they  meet  w i th  them and they  in te rv jew them.

They ask them di f ferent quest ions.  They meet wi th them about three

or four t imes. They are people f rom al l  over.  We had the lady f rom

Char ro  Days  down in  Brownsv i l le ,  Mrs .  H ino josao and we had a ' lady

f rom Da l las ,  and John Asmus f rom Cont inenta l  A i r l ines .  They  ge t

a good cross sect ion of  people f rom al l  over to come in to interview

the  q i r l  s .

Do you th ink  th is  had a  more  pos i t i ve  e f fec t  on  the  choos ing  o f

these g' i11s because [ the judges] are f rom out-of- town and they have

no ,  1e t ' s  say ,  p re jud ices?

I  th ink  i t ' s  very  much so- -much be t te r  th is  way.  I  th ink  i t ' s  more

exci t ing for  everyone because the people that  go to the Coronat ion

are  invo lved or  know somebody who 's  in  ' i t  o r  pu t  up  a  g ' i r1  .  I t ' s

more  exc i t ing  fo r  them because i t ' s  done in  a  more  fa i r  way .
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H:  S ince  th is  new process  was in i t ia tedo two o f  the  f i ve  Queens have

been Mex ican Amer ican- -Do lores  Pe l l i cano and yourse l f .  Do you th ink

tha t  th is  new method makes i t  more  poss ib le  fo r  the  Mex ican Amer ican

popu la t ion  o f  E l  Paso to  be  more  equa l ly  represented  in  the  Sun

Carn iva l  ?

S:  Wel l ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  more  a  mat te r  o f  the  Mex ican Amer ican popu la t ion

ge t t ing  invo lved  in  the  Sun  Carn iva l .  I  th ink  a  lo t  o f  peop le  can

s tand  up  and  say ,  "Wer re  no t  inc luded  in  the  Sun  Carn iva l . "  I

th ink  i t rs  a  mat te r  o f  ge t t ing  ou t  there  and do ' ing  a  l i t t le  work

and ge t t ' i ng  invo lved.  There  are  lo ts  o f  peop le  tha t  a re  invo lved

with the Sun Carnival  that  are Mexican Americans and I  saw hundreds of

the  L ions  C lub  and Rotar ians  ou t  there  work ing .  I  th ink  tha t  as

far as being represented, I  th ink that  any Queen who represents El

Paso has  a  respons ib i l i t y  to  represent  the  Mex ican Amer ican as  we l l

as  represent  the  Ang1o,  because you ' re  represent ing  the  c i ty  and

the  peop le  in  the  c i ty .  I  no t  on ly  represent  E l  Paso,  bu t  the  South-

west and Jularez because they are jncluded in the Sun Carnival .  They

have a  g i r l  tha t  represents  Ju{ rez  tha t ' s  inc luded in  the  fes t i v i t ies .

This year there's on' ly one Mexican American represented on the Court--

Mary  Lou Carba ja l .  Why is  i t  tha t  more  Mex ican Amer ican g i r l s  a re

not  be ing  nominated  by  the  var ious  c iv ic  o rgan iza t ions  wh ich  send

Pr incesses  to  the  Sun Carn iva l  ?

We11,  I  th ink  maybe in  the  pas t  there  have been qu i te  a  few g i r l s

that were Mexican Americans that have been represent ing c lubs. I

th ink  i t r s  jus t  a  mat te r  o f  peop le  ge t t ing  invo lved  in  these  o rgan i -

za t ions  because they ' re  no t  soc ja l  c lubs- - they ' re  c iv ic  o rgan iza t ions .
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I  th ink  j t ' s  chang ing  every  year ,  bu t  maybe a  reason fo r  tha t  m ' igh t

'  be  tha t  more  peop ' le  a ren ' t  ge t t ing  invo lved;  some o f  the  g i r l s  tha t

are  Mex ican Amer icans  are  no t  invo lved in  th is  way.

H: Do you have any ideas of  how to get them more involved? Is i t  that

they  don ' t  care  or  the  peop le  in  the  organ iza t ions  have such a  c l ique

tha t  they  can ' t  ge t  ino  or  what?

S:  No ,  I  don ' t  th ink ' i t ' s  so  much  tha t .  Tha t ' s  a  ve ry  hard  ques t ion

to answer.  I t  would probably take about two hours.  The one thing

I  rea l i zed  is  tha t  a  lo t  o f  k ids  have a  very  negat ive  a t t i tude

towards  a  lo t  o f  th ingso whether  they ' re  Mex ican Amer icans  or  Ang los .

I  th ink  i t ' s  a  very  bad a t t i tude  to  have.  I  be l ieve  in  E l  Paso,  and E l

Paso 's  my  home.  I t ' s  no t  tha t  I 'm  in  a  c l i que  o r  any th ingo  i t ' s  j us t

tha t  I 'm very  ac t ive  jn  what 's  happen ing  in  E1 Paso.  I  th ink  there

are  a  lo t  o f  k ids  tha t  wou ld  l i ke  to  be  more  ac t ive  i f  they  cou ld

jus t ,  maybe,  f ind  a  n iche or  some way to  ge t  invo lved.  I  rea1 ly

don ' t  f ind  any  separa t ion  be tween cu l tu reso  whereas  I  f ind  a  separa-

t ion between people and the' i r  at t i tudes and what they want to

cha l lenge .  I t ' s  no t  so  much  tha t  one 's  a  Mex ican  Amer ican  and  doesn ' t

wan t  to  cha l lenge  and  the  o ther  i s  an  Ang lo  and  he 's  gung  ho .  I t ' s

jus t  tha t  I  f ind  tha t  d i f fe ren t  peop le  opera te  d i f fe ren t ly .  And I

th ink  tha t  now,  the  s tudents  [a re ]  chang ing  as  fa r  as  the  Mex ican

Amer ican goes .  The s tudent  i s  no t  so  much say ing ,  " l Jey ,  look ,  I 'm

a Mex ican Amer ican;  I  need a  break . "  But  he 's  say ing ,  "Hey,  I  want

an  educa t ion  and  I 'm  go ing  to  ge t ' i t . "  There 's  a  b ig  d i f fe rence .  As

soon as  peop le  beg in  to  rea l i ze  tha t  we ' re  a l l  the  same and you 've

got  to  ge t  ou t  there  and work . . .no th ing 's  go ing  to  be  handed to  you
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on a  s i l ve r  p la t te r .  I  have ,  I  guess ,  d  lo t  o f  op in ions  abou t  th i s ,

bu t  tha t ' s  the  way I  fee l  about  i t .

lnJhat have been some of your dut ies as the Sun Queen this year?

I ' ve  g iven a  lo t  o f  speeches a l l  over  E l  Paso to  h iqh  schoo l  g roups ;

graduat ing c lasses, Future Homemakers of  America,  Future Farmers

o f  Amer ica .  And prac t ica l l y  every  c iv ic  o rgan iza t ion  has  inv i ted  me

to  speak  to  them--a  lo t  o f  the  Rotary  C lubs ,  L ions  C lubs ,  K iwan is

Clubs .  I  t rave led  to  F lo r ida  to  the  De Soto  Fes t iva l  and rode in

the i r  parade,  and to  Minneapo l js  where  I  rode in  the  Aquatenn ia l .

I  went to Aust in,  Texas for the Aqua Fest and to Roswel l  and Ruidoso.

Two o f  the  o ther  g i r l s  went  to  Lov ing ton- -Judy  Fa i r lane and He lene

Farah went to Lovington, New Mexico. We've gone to Las Cruces and

communit ies around El  Paso.

What do you do when you go to these other places?

I  g ive  speeches.

What do you give speeches on?

El Paso--everything from the history of  El  Paso to the history of  the

Sun Carnival  and try ing to educate people more about El  Paso because

a lo t  o f  peop le  don ' t  even know about  the i r  own c i ty .  That ' s  most ly

what  I  l i ke  to  speak  on- - the  c i ty  o f  E l  Paso.

Have you faced any  type  o f  d isc r im ina t ion  in  car ry ing  ou t  these du t ies

e i ther  here  or  in  o ther  a reas  o f  the  Southwest?

No,  I  never  have,  no t  a t  a l l .  In  fac t ,  I ' ve  been we lcomed everywhere

I 've been, by the people.  In fact ,  I  th ink peop' le wene more amused

by my las t  name than d isc r im ina t ing .

What do you f ind to be the at t i tude of  people outside of  the South-

west toward El  Paso and Texas-- the Southwest in qeneral  ?

S:
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l, . le11, thatrs a very di f f icul t  quest ion because from the East there

are  peop le  who th ink- - -  I  remember .  up  in  Bos ton  th is  lady  sa id  to

f ier  "Do you have running water?" I  saidr "Yes, when we turn on the

faucets . "  Peop le  a re  ignorant  everywhere  about  p ' laces  they  haven ' t

been, and I  th ink that  th is is common everywhere. I  know that people

in  Ca l i fo rn ia  th ink  tha t  we l i ve  in  a  smal l  g rowing  town.  In  Texas

I  th ink  the  peop le  underes t imate  E l  Paso and i15  fu tu re  capab i l i t ies .

I  found th is .  I  found tha t  a  lo t  o f  peop le  a ren ' t  too  aware  o f  what

is  go ing  on  in  the  c i ty - -even in  the  c i ty ,  peop le  tha t  l i ve  here .

Such as  what?

Everything that we have to of fer  here.  For example,  the students

here at  the Universi ty didn' t  even know that we had won the NCAA

track  t ' i t l e ,  wh ich  is  a  very  sad th ing ,  because i f  you  don ' t  have

the qtudenls of  the school  support ing the school  then they real1y

don ' t  have a  vo ice  to  compla ' in .  I  don ' t  th ink  they  have any  vo ice  in

compla in ing  about  the  schoo l  i f  they  themse lves  don ' t  par t i c ipa te  in  i t .

From what you've been able to observe and from what you remember

about the past,  why do you th ' ink that  the amount of  Mexican American

par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  Sun  Carn iva l  as  a  who le  has  been  fa i r l y  m in ima l?

Because i t  s ta r ted  ou t  w i th  a  very  sma1 l  g roup o f  peop le ,  and I  th ink

that what needs to be done is that  people need to start  get t ing in-

vo lved.  Th is  i s  the  number  one th ing- - in  a ly  way ge t t ing  invo lved

in  the  Sun Carn iva l  because i t ' s  g rowing  year  a f te r  year .  I t ' s  be-

coming b igger  and be t te r  and I  th ink  i t ' s  a  mat te r  o f  ge t t ing  invo lved

wi th  i t  and  becoming ac t ive  in  th ings  tha t  they  en joy .  There 's  so

many events now that people should latch onto an event that  they enjoy

and work  towards  i t .  I  th ink  the  Sun Carn iva l ,  too ,  i s  a t  fau l t  fo r
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not reaching out to every area of  the community.  I t 's  a vepy di f f i -

cu l t  th ing  to  do  because o f  the  lack  o f  money,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  and  t ime.

They can reach so  fa r  because there  is ' l im i ted  money;  bu t  w i th  the

growth of  i t  I  th ink year af ter  year they should be able to expand

i t  more and more and more.

Do each o f  the  organ iza t ions  tha t  sponsor  young lad ies  to  be  in  the

Sun Carnival  put  up the money to send you to the part ies? Do you

buy your own clothes or do they buy your c lothes; do they put up

money fo r  the  ac t iv ' i t ies  tha t  you ' re invo lved in  wh i le  you were

on the  Cour t - - th ings  
' l i ke  

tha t?

There 's  an  en t ry  fee  fo r  each g i r l  fo r  the  Sun Carn iva l .  [The

organ iza t ions ]  pu t  up  th is  comp ' le te ly  and you are  a  gues t  a t  every

party of  that  organizat ion.  So you don' t  pay for  that .  You wear

your own clothes. Some people th ink that  the c lothes are very

impor tan t .  Peop ' le  say ,  "Ah,  you had to  buy  a l l  those c lo thes . "  No.

I  jus t  wore  my same o ld  c lo thes .

I 'm in te res ted  in  tha t  because I  wondered i f  some organ iza t ions ,

perhaps ,  d idn ' t  have  the  ab i l i t y ,  l e t ' s  say ,  to  e i the r  pu t  up  the

entrance fee or [ those] who might have wanted to get involved just

cou ldnr t  a f fo rd  to  ge t  the i r  g i r l s  in to  these th ings .  I  wondered

i f  i t  was  very  expens ive  to  ge t  the  g i r l s  in  here .

I  th ink  i t ' s  $ . l00 ,  I 'm  no t  rea l1y  su re .  I  cou ld  f i nd  ou t  fo r  you .

I 'm no t  rea l  sure  about  how much i t  i s  bu t  I  know tha t  peop le

rea l i ze  tha t  th is  i s  a  commun ' i t y  e f fo r t  and ge t t ing  invo lved in  i t

i s  wor th  the  money because i t ' s  the  on ' l y  th ing  we have here- - i t ' s

the  la rges t  fes t i va l  [wes t ]o f  Da l las  and[ear t ]o f  Ca l i fo rn ia .

l l
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Do you know anything about the f loats? I  th ink they,re supposed

to  cos t  a  coup le  thousand do l la rs .

But  the  organ iza t ions  don ' t  do  tha t .  They  don ' t  pu t  up  the  f loa ts .

No,  no t  the  ones  tha t  sponsor  the  Pr incesses ,  bu t  jus t  in  genera l  do

you th ink  tha t  the  cos t  o f  pu t t ing  in  a  f loa t  wou ld  p roh ib i t  some

Mex ican Amer ican organ iza t ions  f rom do ing  i t?

I  don' t  see why i t  would because I  th ink when people get together they
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can f ind a way to do i t .

Do you have any suggest ions on how the Sun

the Mexican American more?

Carn iva l  can  reach

Appea l ing  more  to  the  young peop le ,  I  th ink ,  i s  one s tep  tha t  they , re

go ing  to  have to  go  because I  rea l l y  be ' l ieve  in  the  young peop le .

E l  Paso is  the  youngest  c i t y  in  Texas ,  and we don ' t  ca te r  to  the

young  peop le  here  a t  a l l .  I t ' s  a  th ing  tha t ' s  go ing  to  have  to  change .

I t ' s  someth ing  tha t ' s  go ing  to  have to  change very ,  very  soon.

What  k ind  o f  ac t i v i t ies  cou ld  they  incorpora te  to  ge t  the  young

peop le  more  invo lved?

I 'd  l i ke  to  see  a  c lub  s ta r ted  fo r  the  young  peop le - - le t ' s  say ,

peop le  under  30  and h igh  schoo l  g raduates  cou ld  jo in .  Anyone cou ld

jo in  i t .

Th is  wou ld  be  l i ke  a  c iv ic  o r  a  communi ty  ac t i ve  g roup?

A community act ive group. And have people f rom al l  over the cf ty

io in  th i s  c lub - -young  peop le .  I  th ink  th i s  wou ld  be  rea l l y ,  rea11y

great .  I  th ink  i t  wou ld  be  rea l l y  wor thwh i le  because then you,d

get a real  good cross sect ion of  people that  want to be act ively
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involved, and here they f ind a way to ge! involved. I 'm hoping to

sugges t  th i s  th i s  year  so  tha t  maybe  i t  w i l l  go ' in  ac t ion ' in  the  nex t

two years  o r  so-  I  th ink  i t  wou ld  be  wor thwh i le .

R igh t  now are  there  any  ac t iv i t ies  tha t  a re  spec i f i ca l l y  geared toward

the Mexican American? I  know they have the bul l  f ight  in Jua'rez,

bu t  o ther  than tha t  i s  there  any th ing  to  rea l l y  ge t  them invo lved,

any at tempt? 0r do they just  say,  "Come i f  you want to and i f  you

don ' to  too  bad . "?

l , t le l l ,  the  Sun Carn iva l ' s  geared to  the  c i ty ,  and as  fa r  as  I 'm

concerned the people,  whether they be Mexican Americans or Anglo or

whatever ,  a re  a l l  inv i ted  to  a l l  the  ac t iv i t ies  f rom the  b ike  race

to the tennis tournament.  They have bowl ing and they're going to

have the  car  s la lom a t  Bowie  H igh  Schoo l .  There 's  qu i te  a  b i t  o f

events that  people can get involved in.  The entry fees are very,

ve ry  m in ima l .  I  th ink  i t ' s  $2 .50  to  en te r  the  Sun  Carn iva l  Tenn is

Tournament.

H:  You k ind  o f  touched on  th is  a  l i t t le  b i t  be fore ,  bu t  cou ld  you te l l

us just  br ief ly what are some of the benef i ts to El  Paso that the

Sun Carn iva l  b r ings?

S:  Wel l ,  some o f  the  benef i t s  a re  tha t  j t  b r ings  lo ts  o f  tour ism to

the ci ty.  Also,  i t  g ives the community something to work together

on,  wh ' i ch  I  th ink  i s  impor tan t .  As  fa r  as  b r ing ing  th ings  in to  the

c i ty ,  I  th ink  i t  b r inqs  a  lo t  o f  new peop le  in to  the  c i ty .  I  know

that a lot  of  people have been to the Sun Carnival .  I 've met l them]

somewhere else and they say, "Yeah, we're going back there.  We

rea l l y  en joyed i t . "  They  had a  good t ' ime here .  I  th ink  i t  spreads
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the  word  o f  E l  Paso a  lo t - - the  Sun Carn iva ' l  does .  I  know i t ' s

rea l l y  funny- - the  Sun Carn iva l  has  these ' l i t t le  sun  bu t tons  tha t  you

can s t i ck  on  to  represent  the  Sun Bowl  Game and the  Sun Carn iva l ,  l i t t le

s t i ck -on  sunburs ts .  I t  was  rea l1y  funny  because I  went  to  F lo r ida

and gave some out  to  some peop le .  I  was  watch ing  te lev is ion- - the

Pi t tsburgh P i ra tes  were  p lay ing- -and a  guy  had i t  in  h is  cap.  You

know,  i t  was  rea l l y  funny .  And then th is  o ld  lady  wro te  f rom Minnea-

po] is  and she sa id  tha t  someone had q iven her  a  sunburs t  and she s t i l l

had  i t .  I t r s  jus t  l j t t l e  th ings .  Bu t  I  th ink  any  exposure  fo r  E l

Paso  i s  good .  I t ' s  a  g row ing  c i t y  and  I  th ink  i t , s  rea l  good .  I

don' t  promote E1 Paso as the c i ty of  tomorrow or anything because I

rea l l y  l i ke  E1 Paso as  more  the  Western  c i ty ,  the  f lavor  o f  yes terday ,

the  mu l t i cu l tu ra l  c i t y  we  have ,  because  i t ' s  no t  jus t  b i l i ngua ' l - - i t ' s

jus t  no t  a  b i l  ingua l  c ' i t y .

J :  I ' ve  come across  peop le  who have sa id  to  me tha t  a l l  E l  Paso has  to

o f fe r  i s  JuJrez .  And I  can  go  in to  long d ' i scuss ions  about  " th is

isn t t  t rue . "  Buto  o f  course ,  I t ve  seen i t  everywhere- - "E l  Paso is

the gateway to Mdxico."  People just  seem to forget somet imes that

E l  Paso dogs  have a  lo t  to  o f fe r  in  i t se ] l  bes ides  be ing  jus t  the  las t

stop before you hi t  Mexico.  I  was just  wonder ing, do you come across

any  o f  th is  in  o ther  p laces? Do peop le  jus t  look  a t  E l  Paso as  a

p' lace to get out of  the country more or less?

Wel l ,  when I  g ive  speeches about  E l  Paso I  a ' lways

nat iona l  c i t y .  Wi thout  Ju{ rez  we wou ldnr t  be  the

and they  wou ldnr t  be  the  in te rna t iona l  c i t y .  We
' la rges t  

c i t y  on  any  in te rna t iona l  border .

say  i t ' s  the  in te r -

in te rna t iona l  c i t y

wou l  dn ' t  be  the
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Cer ta in ly  Juarez  does  a t t rac t ,  bu t  I  jus t  wondered i f  any  peop le

are  rea l l y  aware  tha t  E l  Paso in  i t se l f  i s  a  very  in te res t inq  p lace .

I ' ve  g iven lo ts  o f  speeches where  I  ta lked  about  E l  Paso and I  a lways

see peop le  go ing ,  "0h  rea1 ly?  Gosh,  I  d idnr t  know tha t . "  l l l e  have

the  na t iona l  record  fo r  sunsh ine  here .  A  lo t  o f  as thmat ic  peop le

come down here for  heal th problems. I t 's  a very heal thy place to be

because o f  the  sunsh jne  and because o f  the  dryness .  Med ica l l y

speak ing ,  i t ' s  a  very  g ;ood p ' lace  to  se t t le  down.  A  lo t  o f  peop le

l i ke  i t  because we have a  dry  co ld .  l r le  don ' t  have the  wet  and ra iny

co ld  tha t  a  lo t  o f  peop le  su f fe r  f rom in  d i f fe ren t  par ts  o f  the

country.  There are a lot  of  th ings that the c i ty of fers that  people

wi th in  even our  own peers  compla in  about  because they  don ' t  know

anything about ' i t .  Recreat ionwise we have a perfect  area. You can

leave anywhere from here and be in the snow and be in the sand.

A lo t  more  PR cou ld  be  done.  0 f  course ,  I  b lame tha t  a  lo t  on  the

Chamber  o f  Commerce.  But ,  o f  course ,  tha t ' s  my own persona ' l  op in ion

once more. I  feel  that  the Chamber lacks a lot  of  or ientat ion towards

the  Mex ican Amer ican here  and re fuses  to  accept  E1 Paso as  a ,  le t ' s

say ,  mu ' l t i - cu l tu ra l  c i t y  and a  La t in  o r ien ted  c i ty ,  wh ich  is  a  b iq

f lare for  peop' le to come here--our archi tecture,  everything is very

d ' i f fe ren t .

Can you think of  any benef i ts that  the Sun Carnival  has brought to

the Mexican American community as separate f rom El Paso as a whole?

Spec i f i ca l  l y  Mex ican Amer ican.

I  th ink ' i t ' s  g i ven  them a  chance  to  qe t  invo lved ' in  someth ing .

Through the i r  o rgan iza t ions  they  can become invo lved in  [ i t ] .  I

th ink  tha t  i t ' s  g iven  them a  chance to  par t ' i c ipa te  in  d i f fe ren t

t5
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events ,  in  d i f fe ren t  ac t i v i t ies .  A  lo t  more  are  o f fe red  because o f  the

Sun Carn iva l ,  than  le t ' s  say ,  i f  the re  wasn ' t  a  Sun  Carn iva ' l - - they

might  en ter  a  Parks  and Recreat ion  tournament  o r  someth ' ing .  Le t rs

say  the  guy  who doesn ' t  have too  much money is  go ing  to  en ter  th is

l i t t le  tournament .  Th is  way,  the  Sun Carn iva l  p rov ides  someth ing

big and spectacular that  they can enter wi th the same minimal amount

o f  fee .  I t ' s  jus t  a  mat te r  o f  becoming aware  o f  th is .  Maybe i t rs

a  fau l t  o f  peop le  tha t  a re  invo lved in  the  Sun Carn iva l  tha t  don ' t

make i t  aware  to  these peop le ,  bu t  I  th ink  tha t  i t rs  a  mat te r  o f  i f

you ' re  w i l l i ng  to  qe t  invo lved  then  you ' re  w i l l i ng  to  check  up  on

th ings  and  inves t iga te  th ings .

Maybe I 'm pu t t ing  words  in  your  mouth  and you can cont rad ic t  i f  you

want.  Would you say, then, that  many t imes the Sun Carnival ,  just

i Jse l f  as  i t  has  been  bu i l t  up  ( le t ' s  say  be fo re  
. |970) ,was  

a  tu rn -

of f? Perhaps many of  the Mexican Americans in El  Paso have fel t

tha t  i t  was  an  Ang lo  Amer ican- - i t  was  h is  Sun Carn iva l .  A f te r

1970,  s ince  we have ou ts ide  e lements  choos ing  the  Queens and so

for th ,  wou ld  th is  make more  Mex ican Amer ican peop le  invo lved in  i t

now? Is  i t  s t i l l  a  b ig  tu rn -o f f?  I 'm  wonder ing ' i f  tha t  wou ld  have

someth inq  to  do  w i th  i t .

I  th ink  i t  has  go t ten  o ther  peop le  invo lved s ince  then.  And I  do

rea ' l1y  be l ieve  tha t  in  the  las t  th ree  or  four  years  i t  has  changed

in a more posi t ive way towards the Mexican American. I  only hope

that in the ngx! f ive years we' l l  see the Mexican American rgal ly

ge t t inq  invo lved  in  E l  Paso .  Bu t ,  Vou  know,  l i ke  I  to ld  the  Sun

Carn iva l ,  "You ' re  d isc r im ina t ing  aga ins t  the  ma jo r i t y  here  in
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El  Paso ,  wh ich  i s  no t  the  Mex jcan  Amer ican- - i t ' s  the  young  peop1e . "

Wi th th ' i  s  ,  I  th i  nk that  nnre l r lexican Americans wi I  I  get  i  nvol  ved

because there 's  a  lo t  o f  Mex jcan Amer icans  tha t  a re  young peop le

t ha t  a ren ' t  i n vo l ved  i n  any th i ng ,  and  t h i s  i s  bad .  I  t h i nk  t h i s

i s  when  you  ge t  p rob lems and  d ' i ssen t ion  and  a l l  th i s - - i s  when  peop le

aren ' t  i nvo lved  in  someth ing  tha t ' s  wor thwh i le  and  fee l ing  a  par t

o f  someth ing .  I ' ve  never  be l ieved  in  separa te  c lubs  such  as  separa te

c lubs  tha t  a re  o rgan jzed  to  he ip  one_  g roup  o f  peop le .  I  don ' t  be l ieve

in  th ' i s  because they ' re  de fea t ing  the i r  own purpose.  Le t ' s  say  i f  a

group of  Mexican American students got together and formed a c lub and

became "this c lub" and together they are creat ing a separate type of

/ tn ing / . . .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  in  th i s .  I  fee l  tha t  they ' re  de fea t ' i ng  the i r

own purpose- - f igh t ing  aqa jns t  someth jng  tha t  they  themse lves  are  c rea t ' ing .

They  a re  c rea t ing  th i s  separa te  l i t t l e  soc ie ty ,  th i s  separa te  l i t t l e

c lub  and  on ly  the i r  peop le  can  jo in .  I  th ink  th i s  j s  wrong  because  we

can ' t  I i ve  I i ke  th i s .  We have  to  m ix  and  we have  to  say ,  "Hey ,  look .

Jus t  because  I 'm  a  Mex ican  Amer ican  doesn ' t  mean any th ing .  I 'm  go ing  to

be grea t ,  I 'm go ing  to  work  and I 'm go ing  to  ge t  to  the  top  whether  rny

name is  Jos6  o r  my  name is  John . "  And  I  th ink  i t ' s  a  nega t i ve  a t t ' i t ude

to  have,  and I  th ' ink  i t ' s  go ing  to  change very  qu ick ly  because s tudents

are  rea l ' i z ' ing  tha t  they  are  no t  go ing  to  be  handed any th ' ing ,  tha t  they ' re

go ino  to  have to  work .  I  don ' t  be l ieve  jn  these separa te  c lubs  because I

th ink  tha t  they  are  a l iena t inq  themse lves  f rom rea l i t y .  And peop le  say ,

"Yes ,  bu t  they  need to  he lp  themse lves .  They  have to  teach each o ther . "

A l l  i t  j s ,  i s  a  bunch  o f  f i gh ts .  They  f igh t  w i th jn  each  o ther - - "Hey ,  you

ta lked  to  John  and  you  d idn ' t  ta l k  to  Jos6 , " - -b ' i g  f i gh ts .  I t ' s  a  comp le te

waste  o f  t ime.  I f  they ' re  go ing  to  do  someth ing  cons t ruc t jve  le t

them a l ' l  ge t  together  and say ,  "Look .  Le t ' s  qe t

17
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together  and ins tead o f  c rea t ing  someth ing  fo r  'our  peop le '  le t ' s

t ry  to  hg- ]p  our  peop le .  Ins tead o f  c rea t ing  an  imase,  le t ' s  t ry  to

he lp  them ge t  w i th  i t . "  I  have  no t  known o f  th i s ,  o f  any  1e t ' s  say

ethn ic  o rgan iza t ion  here  on  th is  campus tha t  has  go t ten  up  there  and

done wor thwh i le ,  cons t ruc t ive  th ings  fo r  " the i r "  peop le  such as  say-

ing ,  "Hey,  " look .  There 's  50 ,000 scho larsh ips  o f fe red .  App ly  fo r

them you and you and you. "  No,  noo no .  They ' re  f igh t ing  about ,

"h |e l l ,  w€r re  go ing  to  qe t  th is  guy  to  come and speak . "  Th is  i s  a

waste  o f  t ime.  Th is ' i sn ' t  the  way the  wor ld  runs  and the  way th ings

are .  And I 'm very ,  very  much aqa ins t  th is  because I  th ink  tha t  i t

i sn ' t  cons t ruc t i ve  and  i t  i sn ' t  he lp ing  " the"  peop le  invo lved  w i th  i t .

I t ' s  j us t  caus ing  more  and  more ,  I  th ink ,  b i t te rness  than ' i t  i s

causi  ng anyth ' ing construct i  ve.

J :  I  m igh t  be  p lay ing  the  dev i l ' s  advocate ,  bu t  wou ld  you car ry  tha t  as

fa r  as  ta lk ing ,  le t ' s  say ,  about  LULAC or  any  o f  these o lder  types  o f

c l  ubs?

S:  As  fa r  as  LULAC goes,  I 'm no t  very ,  very  fami l ia r  w i th  i t .  I  was

campaign manager for  Dick Azar for  "Rey Feo" and I  met some of the

LULAC peop le ,  bu t  I  don ' t  be l ieve  in  hav inq  separa te  c lubs  l i ke  th i s .

I t ' s  no t  r igh t .  L ike  the  s tudents  tha t  a re  here  on  campus tha t

have the i r  c lubn the  Mex ican Amer icans i  I  th ink  th is  i s  wrong because

they ' re  no t  do ing  any th ing  cons t ruc t ive  fo r  these peop le .  They  do

abso lu te ' l y  no th ing  cons t ruc t ive  fo r  these peop le .  A l l  they  do  is  have

a bunch o f  f igh ts .  I  th ink  when you beg in  to  c rea te  separa te  l i t t le

ident i t ies  th is  i s  wronq,  because your  name and your  background never

change.  You can never  chang;e  th is  in  any  way.  I ' l l  a lways  be  a

Mex ican Amer ican and tha t ' s  the  way i t ' s  go ing  to  be .  I  mean,  there 's

l8



SALAS-PORRAS

no way I  can qo and' l ive in Sweden and become a Swsdo. Mayba with

my passpor t ,  bu t  tha t ' s  about  a l l .  And I  th ink  tha t  peop le  shou ld

be proud of  th is and should work hard to be just  as good as the guy

next door.  But when you start  to separate and get these l i t t le c lubs

I  th ink  they  beg in  to  a l iena te  themse lves  even more  and in  my op in ion ,

they ' re  c rea t ing  someth ing  they ' re  f ioh t ing  aga ins t .

Do you th ink  they ' re  k ind  o f  be ing  d isc r im ina tory  in  the  oppos i te  sense?

They ' re  d isc r im ina t ing  and  ye t  they  themse lves  a re . . . they , re  c rea t ing

the  d isc r im ina t ion .  I  don ' t  th ink  a  lo t  o f  peop le  rea l i ze  tha t  he re

they  are  say ing ,  "0h  tha t  guy .  That  John Brown,  oh  man. "  And then

here  they  a re ' in  the i r  separa te  l i t t l e  g roup  and  say ing ,  "pues ,  esos ,

1os  Ang los ,  they ' re  te r r ib le ,  they ' re  homib le "  and  a l l  th i s  s tu f f .

And here  they  are- - t [e  l ' i t t le  g roup.  I  don ' t  be ] ieve  in  tha t  a t  a l l .

And that 's why I  admire the people that  have succeeded and have worked

hard  and become success fu l  peop ' le  in  the i r  f ie ld  whether  i t  be  pro-

fess iona l  o r  no t  p ro fess iona l ,  whether  he  be  a  success fu l  p lumber  o r

the successful  groceryman. He's worked his way up and not on the

cru tch  o f  be ing  a  Mex ican Amer ican,  bu t  be ing  a  hard  work inq  person.

I  th ink  when you use a  c ru tch  o f  hav inq  a  background i t ' s  very  wrong.

such as  w i th  the  scho larsh ips  be ing  o f fe red- - I  th in t  a t  f i r s t  i t  was

a good idea because there  was a  cer ta in  b i t  o f  d isc r im ina t ion  aga ins t

the  Mex jcan Amer ican as  fa r  as  rece iv ing  scho larsh ips ,  bu t  then i t

went  the  o ther  way!  They  were  d isc r im ina t ing  aga ins t  the  Ang ' los !

I t  was  te r r ib le ,  I  th ink  tha t  peop ' le  shou ld  no t  be  made to  h i re  a

cer ta in  percentage o f  Mex icans ,  a  cer ta ' in  percentage o f  B lacks ,  a

cer ta in  percentage o f  Anq los .  I  th ink  they  shou ld  be  a l lowed to

h i re  peop le  tha t  a re  competent  in  the i r  work .  And when th is  i s
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rea l i zed  then I  th ink  these l i t t le  g roups  o f  k ids  tha t  a re  ge t t ing

together  and c lubs  tha t  a re  o rgan iz ing  w i ' l l  rea l i ze  tha t  they ' re

no t  go ing  to  become success fu l ,  l e t ' s  say ,  by  be ing  in  th i s  l i t t l e

c l ique ,  because they ' rg  c l iques  jus t  l i ke  they  accuse the  o thers  o f

be ing  c l iques .  They ' re  no t  go ing  to  w in  by  be ing  in  th i s  c l i que ,  bu t

they are going to real ly get out and succeed by workinq hard and

by becoming what they want to do.

Are these opinions, do you think,  representat ive of  most of  the

other young people that  you know? Do your own fr iends that you see

every day agree for the most part wi th the way you feel ?

We11,  I  th ink  a  lo t  o f  my  f r iends  a re  t i red  o f  th i s  bus iness .  I

have a very large cross sect ion of  f r iends from every type of  back-

ground.  I  don ' t  have jus t  one cer ta in  type  o f  f r jend  tha t  l i ves  up

in  the  Count ry  C lub .  A l l  my f r iends ,  the  k ids  tha t  I  know,  I  know

in te l lec tua l l y  and  because  o f  the i r  pe rsona l i t y .  I  ge t  a long  w i th

them and I  associate wi th them--not because " they l ive here and he

l i ves  hereo  and ,  we l l ,  i f  he  l i ves  over  the re  I 'm  no t  qo ing  to  ta l k

to  h i [ . "  That ' s  no t  the  way I  opera te .  I  th ink  peop le  a re  f ina l l y

chang ing  and they ' re  f ina l  l y  rea l ' i z ing ,  "Hey,  you  know tha t  Juan

S{nchezo he 's  rea l l y  a  n ice  guy . "  And i t ' s  when you have these

smal l  groups that create even more, I  th ink,  a negat ive at t i tude

towards the Mexican American because the guy says--yea, he' i  a memoer of

so-and-so  c lub  and they  jus t  hang around w i th  the i r  own qroup.  I

know that I  have never voiced an act ive opinion here on campus with

th is  g roup o f  s tudents  because as  a  s i len t  observer  I ' ve  seen what rs

happened.  I ' ve  been in  the  meet ings ,  sa t ' in  on  the  meet jngs  when

I ' ve  seen  b icker ing  and  f igh t ing  over  ve ry  t r i v ia l  th inqs  tha t  a ren ' t
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go ing  to  he lp  the i r  g roup  a t  a l l -

How long have you been here at  UTEP?

I 've  been here  2  years .  I t ' s  rea l l y  funny  because I rve  seen th ings

change since when my brothers and sisters were in school  here.  My

sister was in a soror i ty--she was a l r4exican American and this was

back in the 60s. And i t  was because she was smart ,  she worked hard,

she s tud ied  and she proved herse l f .  I t ' s  no t  a  mat te r  o f  p rov ing

yourse l f  to  the  Ang1o,  bu t  p rov ing  yourse l f  to  be  jus t  as  good as

anybody else.  My brother was in a f raterni ty and they were thought

o f  and looked upon as  jus t  as  much as  the  o ther  guys .  I  th ink  i t ' s

a  mat te r  o f  ge t t ing  in  there  and s tudy ins  and f igh t ing  fo r  what

you want to do. The problem, I  th ink is that  the Mexican American

doesn ' t  he lp  h imse l f  in  a  cons t ruc t ive  way.  You see e thn ic  g roups

such as  the  Jewish  peop le ,  such as  the  Syr ians ,  together  as  a  g roup.

They've succeeded because the Jewish guy wi l l  not  buy of f  the other

guy- -he ' l l  buy  f rom h is  f r jend  the  Jewish  guy .  Together  they  he lp

themse lves .  For  some reason I  see  tha t  the  Mex ican Amer ican isn ' t

l i ke  tha t  as  fa r  as  I ' ve  been exposed to .  He 's  in  i t  because he

wants  to  pu11  h ' iq re l f  up  because  o f  a l l  th i s . . . I  th ink  i t ' s  been  more

of  a  g roup th ing .  I  th ink  they  have to  rea l i ze  tha t  they  cannot

surv ' i ve  tha t  way  in  l i t t le  c l iques  because they ' re  f ioh t ing  aga ins t

somethino they are creat ing.

Do you have any th ing  e lse  you 'd  l i ke  to  add?

I  guess  somet imes i t ' s  very  easy  to  have an  op in ion  on  someth ing ,  bu t

what  I ' ve  been exposed to  anr l  what  I ' ve  seen- . .and I ' ve  been exposed

to  a  lo t  o f  unbe l ievab le  p re jud ice ,  espec ia l l y  when I  spent  my year

in  South  Af r i ca .  You ' re  exposed to  p rob lems and cond i t ions  tha t
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ex is t  nowhere  and peop le  th ink  they  have hard  cond i t ions  here .  I f

they could turn around and see the quy across the street they'd be

in  b i t te r  shock .  Maybe because I ' ve  been exposed to  th is  I  don ' t

take  as  many th ings  in  s t r ide  as  peop le  take  fo r  g ran ted .  I  rea11y

be l  ieve  in  b i1  ingua ' l  educat ion ;  I  th ink  i t ' s  impor tan t .  I  rga l  l . y

th ink  i t ' s  impor tan t  fo r  th is  a rea  because any  languaqe you learn  can

on ly  be  to  your  benef i t .  And peop le  here  have rea l i zed ,  in  the  las t

f i ve  years  espec ' ia1 ' l y ,  rea l i zed- - i t ' s  g rown so  much- - tha t  be inq  b ' i1 ingua1

not  on ly  he lps  them as  a  person,  bu t  in  the i r  bus iness ,  whether  i t

be  the  Mex ican learn ing  to  speak  Eng l ish  or  whether  i t  be  the  Ang lo

learn ing  to  speak  Span ish .

Any th ing  you 'd  l i ke  to  add?

I 've  been w i th  a  lo t  o f  s tudents  f rom d i f fe ren t  cu l tu res .  I  was  a

guide on a tour of  the Uni ted States for  foreign exchanqe students

for f ive weeks across the United States.  That is a very interest ing

thinq because you have a cross sect ion of  people f rom di f ferent

economic  leve ls  and d i f fe ren t  backgrounds- -wh ich  proved to  be  very ,

very  in te res t ing .  You s ta r t  to  rea l i ze  a  lo t  o f  th ings  about  peop le

and about  why they ' re  tha t  way .  I t ' s  because o f  the i r  cu l tu re  and

their  background that they are that  way. I  th ink somet imes we have

to maybe cater to th is cul ture and this background to have a more

p leasant  sur round ing .  I  th ink  i t ' s  work ino  together  and ge t t ing  ou t

there  and rea l ' l y  work ing  fo r  i t .  I  th ink  tha t  we must  re ta in  our

cu l tu re  and our  background.  I  th ink  i t ' s  impor tan t  to  keep your

nat iona l i t y , the  cu l tu re  tha t  you  grew up w i th ,  tha t  you ' re  a  par t  o f .

But  i t ' s  a lso  a  very ,  VerJ l ' impor tan t  par t ,  I  th ' ink ,  to  become a  par t

o f  the  who le .  And tha t  i s  every  cu l tu re  together ,  m ix ing .  And
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that is why I  th ' ink that  people

ident i t y ,  bu t  ye t  s t i l ' l  become a

you-

H&J: Thank you very much.
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shou ld  no t  lose  the i r  cu l tu ra l

par t  o f  the  overa l l  p ic tu re .  Thank
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