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aurelia Phillips
September 14, 1973
By Uscar Martinez

Thie i an oral history interview with Miss Aurelia Phillips of %11 E.
Mewada 3t., El Faso, Texas on September 14, 1973. Well, first of all,
Mize Phillips, can vou tell me when and where »ou were born?

I was born in EV Paso, dugust 2%, 1701,

1901, right after the beginning of the century.

That‘s right.

Could wou tell me a tittle bit about your parents’ background

B

Well, my father was one of four sons. He worked as

w

cigar makKer with

Kohlberg, a cigar factory. And then he worked in the courthouss, state
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thouse, as assistani county auditor and also as deputy district clrerk
€
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in the county courthouse. Then he was elected to the federa] court in

which he was deputy district clerk for about thirty-five years. fnd my
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Rameroz Phillics was from Mexico, from Aldama, Chihuahua,
Mexico. aAnd she was born on March 24, 1874, My father was born on March
13, 1877, é&nd we never left El Faso. We“ve been here ever since. #And,
well, Grandpa Dowell came here in 1830 and the family just stared here
from then on. We've been here all the time. One right after the other.

Your mother being Mexican, did wou grow up speaking Spanish as a child?

Yes, Yes. I learned Spanish before I did English., 1 went to school, and

I fearned my Ennlish when I went to school. OFf course, my father being an
[

interpreter and translator, he spoke to us and corrected our English,

alex our Spanish. He couldn’t stand anvone asking him, “What is this

word?® without saving, "Bring me the dictionary and we’11 Find the word
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and find the meaning for it." And we were raised that war.

Did wour mother speak English?

i

My mother spolie English, ves. Not as well as I, but she spoke +luentiyr.
fes.

Where did vou go fo elementary school?®

I went to WVilas.

And when vou first went there, you didn't speak English.

fes.

Oh, wou did?

Gh, when I 4irst started to school I went fo Franmklin School which was on
Durango Street. 1 think it has been democlished or built ogver again, &

very pretty building., And we started school at Franklin School and then

hi

when 1 was in about the second grade I went to St. Joseph’s Academr,

But wou went ta

1

chool already Knowing Engiizh, then?

Aiready Knowing English, ves. My father taught us English szo  that we

couid speak English in school and underziand what the teacher was saving.
and of course at that time Frankiin School was more of the Mexican pecple

and  thev were Fine people, they were nice people. They were not these

[

riotous people, not theze awful people that wvou have today. <Laughs) énd
from there I went to 5%, Joseph’'s Academy and then went to Wilas  School.
Whern I waes in the fifth grade I went to Vilas School. From Yilas Scheool
I went to E1 Paso High School.

That school on Durango Street, is that in Scuth E]l Pazg?

4o, that’s not in South ET Paso. It's in the west part of E1  FPaso, out
br Union Depot, out that war., It7s close to the Union Depot, that sz what

woau would Know about.,

Aand most of the studente there were Mexican?
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What do vyou remember about vour experiences at that school”
Well, we newver had any trouble. Everyone plaved nicely. We...l don’t
remember anvone being out of Tine, The teazchers spanked wyou i+ wou
didn"t do what »ou were told and so everyone did the best they could to
keep from being punished. The punishment wasn’t much except that »ou
knew that wvou had to do what the teacher said. aAnd, of course, in the

o

sicgter school vou had more discipline and they taught vou manners and vou

4]

tearned wvour religion, And in Yilas School we had the same discipline and
recpect for the teachers and ewvervone plaved nicely, bove and girls

together, I joved to play baseball and 1 was put at bat and I wazs a good

o]
i

pitcher and I was a2 good catcher. <(Laughs?

was  alwarvs chosen First. And, well, bhaving been brought up with
brothers only I plaved 311 the bovs” games. Ard  finally 1 took up

tenniz, but I was 25 when I took up tennis. dAnd I took it up because my
brother Bob, who was 15 then, tock up tennis. The «clubhouse, EV  Faso
ennie Cluk was right there in 4front of my house, when the First
Christian Church iz now.

It was 3 natural for you.

Vez, In fact I have some articles and a picture taken of me sitting out
on the porch and the article reads, "Chela Phillipe"--1 was calied Chela
Fhillipe and evervone fnows me better as Chela Phillipe than Aureliz

Fhillips—-and the article reads, "Chela Phillips doesn’t have to look for

a plaver, She Just =its on the front porch and somecne comes and ssks
fner to play,® And we had a marveious club. Evervone plared. There waz

na orejudice in anhy way &t all,

T
=




FP: Yes, in Wilas 3Schoel they were equally the zame, just about the same
rumber. fNeow, Sunset and Mundy Heights 2% that time were the Corarzds a4
todar. It wasg the best part of EV Paso. The people thai had monev had

their residences over there, which still exist, especially on Hawthorne

M: Were there many ¥Kids at that time with mixed ethnic background, such

o

)

F: Well, wes., There was quite a numbser of them that were...their father or
mather, mostliy their mothers were Mexican and their fathers wers Anglos.
At that time we didn’t call them Anglos, Evervbody was Mexican and Anglos
were called whites, We didn’t have that distinction of today that wvou
fave to  sar Anglo, Aand at that time vou never said Mexican-®merican,
You were either American or ¥ou were Mexican.

M: lere Mexicans called dmericans also?

Pr Yes, certainly, We didn't know them any other way. They were born  here,

In fact, they were here before we came, before the dnglos came. And they
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did vou think of wourseld as an Anglo or as & Mexican,
do wou recali”

Fr 1 always called myeeld American, as I do today., I find that the Mexican
people at times have ... there’s been this prejudice, or mavbe this
segregation or whatever wou might call it has been because the Mexican
pecple for some reasen or ancther, whether ihew were born here and never

gen io Mexico, call themselves Mexican-American., And thery don’t Know z

thing about Mexico, just something that is in the air for them, And 1

think that iz why ther’ve been segregated. Ther just Keep to themseluwes,

I don’t remember anvone saring the Americane were more than the Mexd

A




L
i

e

.

iy

-
5

T

wu

e

or that the Mexicans weren’t zs good as the Americans when I ws

un
i

FOUMQ.
I didn't Know the difference. And in fact, as far as the Negroes are
concerned, we just Hnew that they were black. éAnd, of courze, thev were
segregated, but we didn't mind that. They were nice peaple here. We had
all the Pulliman conductors were Megroes and at that time they lived here
in El Faso and they were wonderful people

You don’t recall any ethnic troubles in those davs?

Moy, none at all. The Megroes kept to themselves. Unlese vou spoke to
them, thev’'d come forward and speak with vou or whatever, but ther Kept
to  themseives. The streestcars, they had a place for them in the back.
hev never came and tock seats in the front. They just went back there,
I+ rou wanted fo wvou couid go sit back there with them and speak to them
and ther were perfectiy satisfied with the condition which ther received,
2o 1 simply can’t understand this turmeil of todav.

And wou think thers wers many families that intermarried from both ethnic

ups here at that time?

w
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fes, there were. And not having anvthing about passportes and what-have-

¥ou, the opeople Afrom Juar

l'[l

z would come here and mingle with the peapie
from E1 Paso and go back and forth. Everything was together.

v vou o recall going to Chihuahuits in those darys to  the HMexican

ldelt, that Chihuahuita came ‘tater on. I ithinmk it came after the
revolution, The 1710 revolution in Mexico. I don’t remember that
svisting before because,.. ! just don’t remember that at ail.

When wae the first fime that vou remember being aware of Chihuzhuita?
“atter i

and soms of the people that were not the best were lTiving down there. Bul

was marbe 10, {Z wears old., Then they talked zbout Chihuahuita
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ac far as the Mexican pecple and the American people getiing alaong in  EI
Paso it was terrific, Mow the people in Juzrez todary are not Juarez

poopie anwvmores. And wou 4ind in border towns, you have the riffrafd  of

both countries, They come to the border. HWell, they cause troubie.
Welt, ot course, vou can zee that although I'm prejudiced against certain

groups of Mexicans that try to call themselues zomething else, 1 don’'t

Tike that one bit because the better Mexicans will newver call themselue

il

Mewxicans or Mexican émericans. Yau ask them
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what they are and some of them will say, *Well, I'm an american of

Mexican descent.”® Now that’s the way it cught to be, It should not he
Mexican American. You are either one or the other. Once you take out

your citizenship, vou're either an American or wou're noet  an  American.

iz, French, German or whatever., But as far as I'm concerned,
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i+ they ask me and try to get my Mexican descent from me, I would never
say that I'm @merican Mexican or Mexican American. I bave newver

considered myvsel$ that war, I17ve alwavs said I'm an American. Yes. dand

that was frue of my famiiv, 1 think that the Mexicans of todar and the
Mexicans that really count, the better Mexicans, what 1 call Mexicans, I
think they should call themselves Americans of Mexican descent, That is

the true way, is it not?

hat describes it entirely. There's no such thing as Mexican @merican.

&

Ite Mewican descent, or German descent or ... Mow there’s cne thing

=
o

about the Mexican people that's been troubliing me for a Tong time. Hm
prejudiced against anvone that doesn’t do the right thing, that causes

trouble or dissent or whatever, But the Mewicans from Juarez of course,

they call  themseluss Mexicans. The people here were Americans, thew




weren’t anvthing else. They bring this thing of gringos. You hear  that
in Mexico City. @nd when 1 go over there hecause I have refatives over
there and I hear that, I jump on ifhem and I sar, “I‘m an American. Don’t
call me a gringo. I'm an American. PRyt wou call we L.t P donft ocall

wou anvihing, 1 don’t even call vou Mewican. I call wou Carmen or Julio

or whatever.”
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hege are just divisive terms more than anvthing else,

F: They have asked me millions of times, Theyr zary, "What do wou think of

the Chicanos?" 1 hate to tell vou., 1 hate to teldl wou. Because {he

Chicano came From the Towest Kind of Mexican here that were promoting

trouble among themselives and ther wanted to ... Thew were the ones  that

were segregated because ithey themselwes did it. They wouldn’t mingie

—t

M: When is the first fime that vou heard the word Chicano®

By e, I heard it when it started in Colorade, somsplace out there. Y ou

know ther wused o hasve the pachucos too. And the calidas., You Know.
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fAnd then all of a sudden, here they come with the Chicanos.
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it really put it on the map, Chavezr from California,

-

FoUu Know, trring to make themselves diftferent race, which they are not.

>3

]

I+ the Chicanos todar, if any of these sp-called patrigtic Chicanos went
to Mewico today, they'd get Kicked im the mouth. Ther don’t want them
oyer there because ther are not Mexicans and over here they are not
Amer iCans, Thery want to be themselves only, They have segregatled
themselves tike, I hate to say i, +the MHMNegroes were some time ago,
Decause the DMegroes were trying to make themselves come forward and be

€ wnich thsy should have been all the time. That’'s when the

Chicanocs  started. Thew got  together with the Megros. What King of
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something s that? The Megro is a different race altogether, Even their
bone structure is different., The Megro is black. They don’t miz. The
Japanese and Chinese don’t mix either. You mmarry a Chinese. You have
Chinese children. You marry a MNegro and you have Megro children. But the
hey're not a brown race. They are whites. You go fo Mexico
ity and vou'il never see =0 many biue-eved hlondes, not ewen here in  EI
aso, Uduer there ther don’t 1iKe to be sun-burned and tan and =211 that,
her like te look the color of their skin.

Just the npatural.

That’e right, #And the very dark ones are Indians,

tdaz the word Chicano arcund when ¥ou were a chitd?

Mo, no. That came just a few years ago, ten years ago or so. Let’s see.

Mv father died in 75

Ll
]

and Chicano wasn’t on there then. Mo, not azt all.

Byt they are taking that to the extreme and it's not fto their good. The

other dav thew had in the
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T about the bombing of the
Pooultar that  happered  about  fwo or three weeks zago. There was tws or
three Chicanos there of fhe membercship of the Chicancos and another man.
ey took them to the court and they had to put up a bond ico
et them ocut, $10,000 bond and they got out, Where did they get that
money? If it wasn’t from  the community of the Chicancs? They called

Crvstal City, Texaz. Ther ca
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their capital. why do ther have one,

ir the United Sftates? I1°d like to se
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these Chicanos go to Mexico and do
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what they are doing here and demanding

government, I°d Tike to sse svervone of those Chicancs go to Mexico  and

try o 9o it over there. See whalt would happen to them. Ther re so
Mexican, rou Know. They want to ztress what they are. Then anocther

thery are lookin




thev try fo tell us what to teach. We hawve our own system. We tesch the

american war and we have that.Now it's a1l right to have more Mexican
fiztory  in there but not to the extent that these Chicanocs want it, Ho.

I don’t think €5, 1 don’t think they could do it anwwhere in  the warld

T
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the Lnited States and we're doing everything thew ask for hecause
we are afraid of them because they are viclent and they claim not to  be.

But thevy are. That bombing over there at the Popular tells vou =o and

many Sthers, Mow they go there with their beards, their ¥ , their long

m
Q.
g
e
[
o
-
=4
[<1]
i
o o
e
1
or
1
14
o)

not oa Mexican, A Mexican ie one who's well-groom
and & nice person because the Mexican people are wvery nice. They are
compassicnate, Thew are all out for wou. You go to their home, they
open  up  their home for you., Ther are Tovely people, And when I went to

Mexicao CTitv...we went up there in 1954, Mother and

[
-

right after my
+tather had passed on...and 1 found mrself looking at the beauty in Mexico
which iz not to be compared. You don’t go visit places and compare them,

Byt just to see as it iz and liue

s

= they liwe., That’s the cniy war io

W

know a place. You go there and vou find the people on  the =sireet are

zpeaking English, French, German, Spanish -- a 1ot of French and a3 1ot of

Dl &
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German, oo, and 1 found mrself 1 to the Spanish., They speak
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~om th The Spanish
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the most beautiful Spanish and I learned a

fy 3

M.

tanguage s a beautiful language. There s many evpressions in Spanish
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which »ou just
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can not  because doesen’t
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turn gut  the same. Mot in English., But it7s just a pitiful thing that

)
e
i

thing of the Chicanos has come up because it can ruin the image of
the real HMexican pecple.

that H

‘s a loi of people that thint

¥

1t has., Ther
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hat’s one of the things that characterizes our times in  the Uniteg

States, I guess.

But by whom? By those who call themselues other than émericans? I called

-t

KROD or whatever, anvway I called them hecause they have that program in

Spanish. 1t atrociocus, The way they expresz themselves, ther don'i
guen Know what they're =aring. They can’t speak Spanish  and  their

Erglish iz horrible, #&nd their image, the wav they come there, they look

tramps. MWhy don’t they dress up and look 1ike people. 14 they want

[1<]

to be the image of something good, dress nicely, be respectful, have

discipline. #And 1 think anything eilse just brings trouble, it spelis
trouble.,

wonder (f we can change the subject just a little Bit and backirack o
something wou were telling me before we began the interview relating o
the meeting befwesn the prezident of Mexico and the president of the U.S.
What do rou recall about that?

quits

¥.oo. U4 course, |

it I remember correctly., But I remember
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they roped off the Chamber of Commerce to the sz that there was
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arge, spacicus place for them to come in. he Chamber of Commerce had
those double doors and they just opened into a big ... . Jobn, my
brother, and I went up there to see the President., We were go small that

our heads were below the rope. “Course the rope wag about here, above all
ihe penple, above their waisi., %S0 we just stood there and the rpeople

would push us over towards the space there for the presidents fo come in.

The Hfirsi thing I remember was the Mexican army all dressed up . They

o
51)

g4 zome 317 in white and they had plumes on ftheir heads. aAnd the others

1 the

as 1 remember, they were in blue. And they had these big plumes, and
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just Tocked beautiful. And the first thing I noticed was President [Diaz
coming up the stairs. He Jjust walked right up. He was shorter than

Taft. Had a great Dig mustache. He was dark fan, vou Know. And he came

1)

up and he took off hie ... . Ther plaved the Mewican national anthem
firzst and then the Siar Spangled Banner. ‘recident Taft came up in his

zireet clothes and he had on his siik hat which he toock off and was

ident Tatt happened to

11}
) £3

wWawing around to 211 the people arcund there, Fre
be on our side which was the Teft-hand side as they were going into  the

Chamber of Commerce. And John and I were standing there and 1 was a real

oionde, I mean & vellow haired blonde and had great, big, long braids and

az 1 say we were under the ropes. And the people were pushing us and

i
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they pushed us ju ag the pre

W

ident was coming up there. Ther ali

wantsd fto see him. They pushed us that war. And Prezident Taft put hisz

hands on my head and on John’s head, patted us. {LaughsdAnd  he went
right on. and  what 1 remember saving, "0h, President Taft was the

biggest thing I ewver saw.” HNot oniy big arcund, but he was tall., and

Fresident Dizz  was

dender and was all military, vou kKnow, full of, It

was just beautiful. #And there was Mexican and American flags all  over

the placse, Ther were a1l cheering. Evervbody was having a marvelous

time. Mo incidents whatever, Mothing at all. No.

I recall reading in a magazine arcund that time that in order to avoid
embarrasement, the city officials constructed a fence arcund the Mexican
community or parts of the Mexican community where there were shacks and

things that didn’t look too good. Do vou recall anything about that?

o
i

an”t  recall  that. I don’t even remember hearing of it. I don’t El

i N

Fzeg had that much money to go out there and cover up. The Chamber of

Commerce was here and the people was Jjust about four blocks siraight out

G4
EAP



and he didn’t go out thai wav. He came guer fowards fown.

M:  Shortiv thersafter, the Mexican revolution began. What do  you remember

Fr Well, in the Mexican revolution, that was very vivid, e lived aver

1

Later
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the depot, Our house wasz u

they paved the sitreet and our house was eleven feet down below., e moved
here, At the time we had come relatives in Mexico, in Juarez, which I
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eti1}] have and we had & small house. Didn't have a 1

Twenty-one of them came over to stay at our house!l
M: Feiatiues?

F: Relatives, They didn’t have anywhere else to g

[

. Their houses were heing
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burnt. My great uncle’s house, somecne poured some coal oil

g ther all had to leave because the

10

on his  doar and set fire o it

by

government forces were waiting for Madero to come in and fight on  the
street, Afrom one house to ancther. So they didn't go cut to meet them.

and Maderc was right out there by the emelter. They called it the [Dam,

a presa, And right above the hilis...there’s a hiil that’z this way and

W
W

the rest of them are over that wav but there’s just one hill here. iell,

they built & little adobe house there which thev...l guess the President,
Madero siept there and all the rest of them outside, bell, all the
forces were ithere. And the government forces didn“t even try to attack
them there., Thev waited for them to come into Juarez and Fight. And

4

they did and, of course, the Maderc Fforces came down to the river and the

o
in

government dforces were all  shooting this way. and there was guite a
number of people here, well, not quite a number. There were 3 few that

were  wounded and some were Killed and there was guite a number of

tourists that came from slcewhere Jjust to see this. And they would stand
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up  on the two or three story houses, up on the roof, and they could
the fighting. Ther could just see them fight,

M: Do wou recall seeing any fighting yourselt?

-

Fi Mo, I didn't see any fighting myseld because we were kept home. Ue went

there immediateiy after Maderoc took the gplace because my family, my

+

Mexican reiatives in Juarez, were 311 Maderistos., They were 31l agains
the..., rou Hnow, &nd so we went over there and we saw the destruction

znd oh, everrthing that was done. They had some cannon. They took one

cannon that we had here at the Cify Hall, The City Hall used to be in a

o
m

triangle between San Antenico and Myrtle. You Know where they have i
Aztec calendar now. That was the City Hall right there, And right where
the calendar is, they had & cannon and they had a boy with a boot there,
It was s Tifttle cannon with two wheels and 1 guess it had a cannon, m

have been zbout B or 10 Feet long., It was a small one. Weil, the
Maderistos came ouver and ftook if. There was Yilla there with him. Then
they had that song that they sing now, [Spanich songl. <lLaughtery énd
nebody stopped them. It was quite something. Mohody objected o it.

here were for Madero and
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while they were stationed up there at the dam, they built a bridge, one
of  those Ffioating bridges, and we went over there. 1 weni over there
with my grandmother, and I shook hands with Maderc and 1 shook hands with
Urozco and 1 shook handz with I don’t ¥now who else. (Laughs? 1 was wery
zmati then., 1 was alwars too small for my age anwwar and  they wers
taking them +ood. A11 Kinds of things over there., And when they itook
Juarez, 211 the pesople here were taking them all kinds of things ouwer

there, Later on the Federals took Juarez again, there was ancther big to

o, Ohy, it was & carnival here! nd then Villa came. lWhen Uilia cams
4T
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ezl Yitta would tell them, "I'm going to be there on such and
such & date at & certain time" and as sure as »ou Knew that date, he
would come in. And he also stationed himseld there, and I went cver and

shook  hands with him. Well, ke went inte Juarez and fought from house io

houee with all the rest and then ther establizhed a2 hospital befueen
Second  and Third on Campbell  Street, across from the Lydia Patterson
Institute., Right across Third, right thers, that was a hospital. And
211 the vpeopie here were taking cots and things. The Popular Dry Goods

Company gave them bedding and all ¥Kinds of things. They were heliping
Vilta, Well, ‘then, atter a while, I don’t Know why it was, Pershing gof
after Yilla and Wilta started out of Juarez.He went into the Hippodrome

and Fershing bombed  that poor piace up and didn“t do anvthing to Yilla

How did people in El Paso feel about Yilia?
They loved him, They loved him. They ¥new he was a bandit and all that

. . . ) . o I "~-n
but he was liked., Like I say, evervbody was going cut there to give IO

something.

In 1?14 there was an incident that ocrcurred here. I wonder if  vou have

any recollections about  that. In regard to Yilia, or ViTla’s men who
¥iltied 17 engineers in Chihuahua and their bodies were shipped to El Faso

and some of them were from here and az a result of that people here

didn’t +eel  top good

[

about that. Do vou recall what happened at that
time?

Mo, 1 don”t recall esxcept the feelings that the people Ffelt like he waz a
bandit and why did those pecple stav ouer there anywav? They Knew that

. se %2

¥illing sverrbody
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ctaved there., But =till there wasn’t
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ggainst him. I imagine that <some did, but
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guerywhere wou went they Tiked him, esven in Juarez they Viked Kim., Ther
referred to him as & bandide, but =till he was & sort of srmpatico.

Un bandido sympatico. (Chuckles)

fes, un bandido sympatico.

Do w#ou have other recollections about the rewolution?

Well, no ... not anything., That's & long time ago.
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Yes, that’s how fong we've been in this house., WWe've lived here zince
1714,

tet me ask you some guestione about wour experiences at EY Paso High
School, What do you remember about EY Faso High Schooi?

ickly child., I had h
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d potic when 1 was  roung. ~

w

iittle brother of mine died from infantile paralysis which was polio at
the time and it was the infectious ¥Kind and I caught it. He was sleeping
with me. He wasn’t guite tws wears old and I had migraine headaches
zoamething herrikie all the time, even when I waz going to Yiias Schoot.

Whern [ was going to high school, oh I Joved a1l the szporte they thad
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aid, Mexican and Americans were there, And there was

one or two of the American giris that I plaved with that were prejudiced.

o
oo

In fact, one time when I went out on & tennis tournament, one of

L o

girlie Jound out hat my mother was Mexican. #&nd she had been very

friendiy with me and we never thought anvithing of it and as we were going

aver o Mexico to piar a tournament., The Arizona tournmament  was

et
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plaved in  Sonora, Mexico, This was in 1928, There was 24 of us and |

was the top plarer at the time. &nd someone made a remark about my being

a good plaver and glad that I wae going, vou Know, And che zaid, "Well,

P

‘s topo had that she’s a Mexican." ldell, that wase the end of that girl

Did she sar it in front of vou?

Mo, She didn’t =say it in front of me, but 1 heard it. She was talking to
another girl. ‘Lourse the other girl defended me.

Did wou subsequentiy say anything to her?

Mo 1 never did, but I newer befriended her Tike 1 used to and she

wanted fo come with me and I just ignored her and that wags the worst
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thing that could have happened to her. She was one of 267 &

rnever thought anvihing., In fact, almost all the bows and girls I went fg

31}
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school with and my neighbors here and a1l the pl

Y

vE on the tennits court

-y
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used to call my father and mother Papa and Mama. and my grandmother, my

mather e mother didn’t speall Engliish very well, She could understand

m

almost evervthing, but they called her Mamasita. Mot too long ago somecn
asked me, "What happened to Mamasita?" idell, che passed on when she was
?4 vegrs old, Both grandmothers were %4 vears oid when thevy passed aon,
My mather was ?0. My father was 75. 50 1 have a long lived family. I

fazt that long., flLaugh
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Unless 1 can do svervthing., I+ 1
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can take care of mrself, my needs and all that, ail right.

that long., IF mother had not hurt h

T
i

reeif,..she broke her hip and became
an invalid because it was late in tife when she broke it. She was over B
and never recovered and was bed-ridden, She did ewvervthing when she was

20 something., You would never have thought she waz in her Bz,

Ore  guestion I weould Tike to oask vou, when we were talling alout *he

4
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revalution and didn“t, concerns the refugess that came here from
Chihuahua and other paris of Mexica.
Well, at the time 1711 tell wou, they were building the Ausiin Terrace.

Gustin Terrace was & place where only the people of means could Tive
becauge they were building homes at the ftime the home had itoc be 20,000

at least and that was $100,000 todar. ™Most of the moneved people were

w

moving out of SBunset Heights and going over to Austin Terrace and
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nhattan Heightsz and most of the refugees that came here, the Suaga

5

the Maderos, the Terrazas, the Gameros, moneyed people, the Prietos, they

Wi

211 went to Sunset Heights and they established themselves there. Thew

were well received., They mingled with the society and everyone her

11}

They AFounded the Casinc Mexicano then. That s where thev all went., That
was like a country club,

Do wou ever go there?

Yez, I went there,

Did »ou get fo Know some of those peoplie?

Uhy ves, Well, I knew some of them that came over. The Creels, Enrigue
Creel, the Lowerys, They had a 1ot of foreign names. They were
Mewicans. Thev had been there far one or  tw generations and they
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red themselves Mexicans but wou Took at them and ther iook more
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than some of our Americans  here logk, Yery European
looking, w»es. MNow, Yilas Schoel was made up moztly of refugees. @nd
Sunzet Heights Schoo! where Tech iz now on Ric Grande, between
Yandell,... on GSregon Street where theyr are going to have the community

college on now...That was Sunset Heights 3chool, So Sunset Heights  and

Yitas  and Mundy Heights. #And when they [the refugeesl got through thers

they all zcame over to El Faso High. And mosi of the refugees went Gack to
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Chihuahua and they sent their children back here to graduate at £ Pasc

H’igh.

oy

oovou Knew
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of the kids at El Faso High. You went to school with

them Were thev students?

[Tu]
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Good students, wves. Thev were ahead of us in iots of wars except far

CLE
]

their language, thev were Kept back bhecause they didn’t zpeak Engiizh.

Most of refugees did go back to Mexico after the revolution?

v

Fi s
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Oh, ves. But it was a lovely time then. Just heautiful,

After graduating from E! Paso High School, what did vou do?

”;
¥

1 didn’t graduat

Can ovou teil me whe?

I became wvery ill. And that was for some time. 1 didn’t start piaring
untii 1%Z&, and in {726 I started to play tennis because of my hbrother,
to help him. He was voung and didn’t have anvone to play with, And 1°4
go to school marbe one or two weeks and that headache would hit me  and
that was 1. I couldn’t continue,

o vou started plaving tennis sfter wou guercame wour 1lness?

i
i
-+
e
-1
o,
o

g plaring tennis and 1 gusrcame my illness then. With tennis,

But exactly one wear after I started to play -- 1 started to play right

Fere on the porch, Bob taught me how to Keep score and how to hit with a
paddle and all that. #nd one of the plavers there, Dr. O, J. Shappard,

gave Bob a racquet that weighed !4 ounces, that was one pound, with a &

inch  handle which is wery large. I aiwars used a 4 and a half =ize
handie. That’'s what I started to play with, He taught me how to hit and

one vear exactiy one wear after 1 started plaving, 1 won the c¢ity

fournament.

‘1 that something? f{lLaughter:

[
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and then I continued plarving and I won the Scuthwestern Tenniz Tournament

with Mrs, Moni, Ruth Rawlings Mont, who is one of

country  todav. One of the top stockheolders in
and she was teaching at El

together and we Jjust had a

I want
What do
n, I =till have

with, We had,.. well, the

5..

telling vou about

it was really bad, but El Paso has never had the deprescsion
of the United States has had bDecause of Juarez.

if we wanted sugar, i+ we wanted coffee or

across and bring it. What wear was 17
It wasz 728 and “29,

Oh, that was the big crash.

El Faso didn’t fesi it aszs much the rest of the

as

Firet World War,

an¥thing lTike

the billionaires of the

General Motors., Zhe was
Pazo High as a F.E.
marvelous time. Tennis
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had to have to buy fhings

Hell,
that
i1+ we wanted more meat,

that, Just go

country., No,

Did people ever have trouble when they went to Juarez to buy provieions?

[}

bBridge?

Mo, Mo trouble at the bridge. HMNever,

At that time there was no

zuch

thing. 1711 tell wou, at that time what they were bringing over and that

was mostly Chinese illegal aliens, They'd bring
nobody  wouid sav, "0Oh, there’s a new Chinaman.

“em right awar.

they didn’t consider *the people going over to huy groceries, the
pubtic, that would be smuggling. HNo.o Mo,

1

Where did he

fnd they were bringing

the Chinese, except

Rl

come from7

Gp i um



M: In the 202, during prohibition, there was an effort at some times to

close the bridge. Do vou remember?
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The Baptizt Church had it closed., MWell, wvou Know
Bustin and San Sntonio are under the Blue Law and every other bBlock vyou
find a Baptist Church and they are juszt governed by them. and that's a1
right, I+ they think that’s the way to have that pull and power to have
it made into Taw that vou don’t drink and vou den’t this and that, 1

think that wss the worst thing that could ever happen. Then evervbody

starting drinking on the sly because it was prohibited. That’s when the
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voungsters started drinking. And  at that time fo
opium dens here down on South Oregon Street. We had a big population of

Chinamen Y

g
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They with the long braids and the satin clothes and

wosden shoes shuffliing., We were scared io death of them. [Laughsl

Mr Why were vou scared?

P: Because the Chinese stories of Fu Manchu; lord have mercy. That was
terrible, LLaughsl e were scared to death of Chinamen. dAnd they used
to =21} firecrackers and all of that. We had beautiful Fourth of Julxs
here, celbrated in Juarez and here. ©h, it was just magnificent,

Mi Do owou ever have any trouble crossing the bridge when they closed 147

P: ell, when ther started with the passports - not passports but wou had i

i

declare your citizenship, one day we were coming back from Juarez and it
was about 12 o'clock, we had been ocwer at a party at a2 relative’s home.
Qur father was pot with us at the time and they stuck their hand in there
and  “Citizenship?" just Tike they do todar and we 211 said, "éAmerican.”®
and then ther Tooked at Mother and said, "You, American?® And my mother
gaid, “Yes, I'm an American.” And he said, “Have rou any preof?® “1'm

teiling vou I°m an American, that’'s proof enough.” [Laughsl A% that  time

21




my father was working at the federal office. He had his office where

Kregz’s is now, on the corner of Mills and Oregon, right across from ==

welii, the Sheldon Hotel wused to be there. What do ther call it? The
Plazs Hotel., Right there was a great big hill and right on top was &
federal building. énd he was the deputy clerk then and Mr. A, J. H.
Schmidt was the U,S%, Commissioner there. I worked there to help him
catch up with his work., I wrote all the minutes in the big books - about
that big - 2 by 3 feet - and so that man =aid, "0h, that's not proof
enough.” And then somebody came over and said, *That's proof enocugh.®
And Tater on that man came ocver to the office and my father was there and
I was there and 1 told my father, "He's the one that told Mother that she

had i have proof that she was an American.” [lLaughsl Well, of cours
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it was right, But she was an American and Americans didn’t have to  have

that proot, wou kKnow.

n
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#and my  mother came here in 1824 and she stayv here sver since when El FPasc

b

Just had about SO0 inhabitants and there was only EV Fazo Street.

Mr I want to ask vou a final guestion about how El Paso has changed over ail

the wears that vou've lived here. Uhat do you think of El Paso now?

i Well, EV Paso has grown to a huge, beautiful city, one that my great-
grandfather never dreamed of, but his dreams were that waw. But I think
El Pazo iz a wvery fine city, I think its very friendiv, willing to help,
all tourists coming in. I just love EY Paszo., I'm just prejudiced that

e
Lo ad
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wav., 1'm From ET Paso and alwarves will be. It7s just myv citr.

just right.

M3 Most native ET Pascans are very proud of this city.
P: Well, wes. 1 have never in my life said 1ike =zome of them have said,

“What

1]

there here in El  Paszo, There's pnothing., It7=3 just a big
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dezert.® Go to work and come back home and a1l that. Byt it's

s

peacefui city., We've never had ricts in school; we've never had any bad
deatings with the Megros which other places have. The integration of

Megros into our schools was without event, Nothing., It7s just a naturald

o+

thing for  those MNegros to come into school, which was right. But some

peopie were prejudiced and they came from a part of the country, from the

Souih, which was in them. They were born that wayr. Ther had to work
T

that out., EV Pasoc is a beautiful city to be proud of apd I, as a

resident, think it7=s just great, just great.
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Wetl, Mies Phittips, I want to thank wou very much for granting me

time and this interview, [t°

1]

been very, wery interesting.

\

Well, it’s been my pleasure, & pleasure meeting ryou. So proud that rou
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o write something about EV Pase.

Thank vou.

End of interview
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