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B I  CENTENN IAL

M:  Th is  i s  an  0ra l  H is to ry  in te rv iew w ' i th  Commiss ioner  Raymond Te l les

o f  the  Equa l  0ppor tun i ty  Commiss ' ion ,  Wash inq ton ,  D.C.o  October  22 ,

1g75. Conduct inq the interv ' iew is Oscar Mart i /nez f rom the Univer-

s i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso.

F i rs t ,  Commiss ioner  Te l les ,  cou ld  you te l l  me where  and when you

M:

were born?

I  was  born  in  E l  Paso,  Texas ,  September  5 ,  
. |9 . l5 .

Cou ld  you te l l  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  the  background

and grandparents?

My orandparents,  on the s ide of  my fatherr  s€V€Fdl

ago came from Spain. My father and my grandfather

born  in  Ys le ta ,  Texas .

Nat i  ves .

of  your parents

generat i  ons

were both

T .

M:

Yes,  they ' re  na t ives  f rom tha t  a rea .  My mother ,  o f  course ,  was

born  in  E l  Paso,  bu t  her  paren ts  and grandparents  o r iq ina l l y  came

from Mdxico.

What  par t  o f  Mdx ico ,  s i r?

I 'm no t  sure ,  to  be  honest  about  i t ,  bu t  I  unders tand probab ly

Chihuahua. I  was very,  very young when they died, so I  very

vaguely remember my grandmother on the [s ide]  of  my mother.  As

far as my grandparents on the side of  my father,  I  don' t  remember

them a t  a l l  because they  d ied  be fore  I  was  born .  That ' s  where

we came f rom and,  o f  course ,  a l l  o f  our  fami l ies  (and I 'm speak ing
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of both my wife and mysel f )  are f rom El Paso. We were al l  born

in  E l  Paso.  I  have two bro thers  in  E l  Paso- -R ichard  and Joe.

R ichard ,  as  you know,  i s  the  County  Commiss ioner .  He has  been

County Commissioner for  about 
. l2,  

14 years.  The other one--Joe

(Josd Ignac ' io ) - - i s  in  the  t rans fer  bus iness  and has  been I  guess

most  o f  h is  l i fe .  He took  i t  up  f rom my fa ther  who was in  tha t

k ind  o f  bus iness .  We l i ved  in  the  south  par t  o f  the  c i ty  o r  what

you genera l l y  recogn ize  as  "south  o f  the  t racks . "  Our  home,  where

I  was  born ,  i s  on  Bth  and St .  Vra in ,  r igh t  there  by  the  cana l ,

jus t  a  coup le  o r  th ree  b locks  f rom the  r i ver .  0 f  course ,  I

came from certainly a poor,  working fami ' ly .  My father was qui te

in te res ted  in  h is  communi ty .  He was invo lved most  o f  the  t jme w i th

a  g roup  o f  h i s  f r i ends  in  po l i t i cs - -no t  as  a  cand jda te ,  bu t  in  h is

ef for ts to t ry to select  those people who were running for of f ice

who would be sympathet ic to the problems of  the Spanish-surnamed--

Mexjcano or Chicano or whatever you want to cal l  h im. He was

ac t ive  in  the  po l i t ' i ca1  f ie ld  in  tha t  wdV,  d f ld  he  had many

f r iends  tha t  fo l lowed h im and worked r igh t  a long w i th  h im t ry ing

to improve the si tuat ion of  our people.  In fact ,  that  was the way

tha t  I  became in te res ted  in  po l j t i cs - -ac tua l l y  th rough h is  des i re ,

through h' is reques_t.  I  wasn' t  too much in favor of  becoming

invo lved in  po l i t i cs .  Before  leav ing  fo r  the  Serv ice  I  was  work ing

for  the  Depar tment  o f  Jus t ice  in  the  Account ing  D iv is ion .  When

I came back from the Service I  was indeed fortunate.  I  came out

as a Major in the Air  Force, and my father and his group of

f r jends fel t  that  I  was qual i f ied and that I  had a good war record

beh ind  me.  Hav ing  gone in  as  a  buck  pr iva te  and come out  as
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T :

Maior-- they fe l t  that  that  was important and that maybe I  should

attempt to break the ice.  Break the ice in the sense that he and

h is  f r iends  fe l t  tha t  i t  was  t ime tha t  we as  a  g roup (speak ing  aga in

of the Spanish-surnamed American--Mexicanos or Chicanos),  i t  was t ime

tha t  we became more  d i rec t l y  invo lved in  the  po l i t i ca l  l i fe  o f  our

community,  of  our county and state and so forth.  So when I  returned

from the Service my father,  a ' long with a few of  h is f r iends, suggested

to me that I  should run for County Clerk of  El  Paso County.  I  wasn' t

in te res ted  in  po l i t i cs  and so  I  jus t  ac tua l l y  re fused to  do  so .  Th is

went  on  fo r  a  number  o f  months ,  I  guess .  I 'm speak ing  o f  
' |947  

and

par t  o f  1948.

What were you doing at the time?

I came back to my job wi th the Department of  Just ice and I  was back

in my government job when I  came back from the Service in 
. |947.

In a di f ferent posi t ion than what you had lef t?

No, the same posi t ion wi th the government.

But you were returning now as a Major.

Yesn I  was  an  o f f i cer  in  the  A i r  Force ,  bu t  tha t  d idn ' t  necessar i l y

have anything to do with my job.

You d idn ' t  ge t  a  p romot ion?

No,  no t  rea l l y .  Dur ing  the  t ime tha t  I  was  absent ,  o f  course ,  the

salary for  the part icular grade that I  was working had been increased

some,  bu t  no t  tha t  much.  So,  ac tua l l y  as  fa r  as  a  be t te r  job- -no ,

I 'd idn ' t  ge t  i t .  So ,  anywaV,  f f i y  fa ther  and h is  f r iends  kept  in -

s is t ing .  A t  one po in t  I  fe l t  tha t  in  some way I  had more  or  less

hur t  my fa ther 's  fee l ings- -no t  on ly  in  h js  own concept  o r  idea  tha t

we should become involved; that  we should care about what happened

to  our  peop le ;  what  we shou ld  do  in  o rder  to  improve the  po l i t i ca l ,

M:

T :

M:

T :
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M:

T:

economic  and soc ia l  s i tua t ion  o f  our  peop le .  He fe l t  tha t  I  shou ld

become involved. Anyway, to make a long story short ,  my father

had had his feel ings hurt  by me and certainly he had lost  a

l i t t le  p res t ige  in  the  eyes  o f  h is  f r iends  because they  a l1  fe l t  tha t ,

"Gee, here's Raymond who just  came back from the Service wi th a pret ty

good record;  he should become involved."  In order to t ry to correct

my  re fusa l ,  I  to ld  them,  "0K.  I ' l l  ask  fo r  a  leave  o f  absence  f rom m.y  . j ob

and I ' l l  go  ahead and run , "  never  rea l l y  th ink ing  tha t  I  cou ld  w in

because the odds were pret ty much against  me. I t  was the f i rst  t ime

in the history of  El  Paso, and I  guess Texas, that  anyone with the name

of  "Te l les"  o r  a  Span ish  name wou ld  even dare  cons ider  the  idea o f

launching a campaign for any major county of f ice,  in th is case El

Paso County  C ' le rk .  I  hones t ly  d idn ' t  th ink  tha t  I  cou ld  w in ;  I

thought the odds were pret ty much against  me.

Il'|hv?

} le1 l ,  fo r  the  s imp le  reason tha t  i t  was  ev ident  tha t  the  Span ish

group who were qual i f ied to vote was smal l  to begin wi th.  But secondly,

the major i ty of  them were not registered to vote,  because at  that

t ime i t  requ i red  the  payment  o f  $ t .75  fo r  a  po l l  tax .  The peop ' le

in the south part  of  town did wel l  to keep body and soul  together,

much less go out and splurge on paying for a po11 tax.  That was

one reason. Then, of  course, the major i ty of  the voters,  the

maior i ty of  the populat ion,  were of  other races--Anglo and so forth.

So in actual  numbers the opportuni ty was very s l im.

You ' re  imp ly ing  tha t  the  major i t y  popu la t ion  wou ld  no t  be  suppor t -

ive of  the Spanish-surnamed candidate.

0h, I  th ink that  that  was pret ty evident.  The fact  that  no one
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up to that t ime had even dared to run for a maior offr 'ce was pretty

indicat ive of  the at t i tude of  the people there.

What did you perceive th is at t i tude to be, Mr.  Commissioner?

I  th ink that  we were tolerated as such. But by the same token,

as representat ives of  the conmunity,  of  the county,  of  the indiv i -

dual  c i t izen of  El  Paso, we were just  not  accepted as such. Whether

they thought that  we were not capable of  good representat ion or

whether  they  jus t  d idn ' t  l i ke  somebody in  a  major  o f f i ce  w i th  the

narne of  "Tel les" or "Sf,nchez" or 'Mart i 'neg" or whatever,  might have

had something to do with i t .  Soo what I 'm saying in ef fect  is

[ t f rat ]  the opportuni ty and the chances were, in my mind, very,very

s l im.  But  in  any  event ,  in  o rder  to  cor rec t  th is  o ther  s i tua t ion

with my father,  I  decided to go ahead and give i t  a t ry.  I  worked

hard at  i t  and certainly my father and his f r iends worked pret ty

hard at  i t .  The f i rst  job was to t ry to get as many people as

poss ib le  to  pay  the  $ . | .75  and reg is te r .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  the

campaign that was put on for that  purpose was qui te successful ,

I ' d  say ,  in  te rms o f  number  and prev ious  reg is t ra t ionn wh ich  was

somewhat low, yet  not of  the number that  was real ly required to

win  an  e lec t ion .  But  in  any  event ,  I  went  a t  i t  and  rea l l y  pu t

everything I  had into i t .  My father and his f r iends worked pret ty

hard--my fami ly and everybody else.

Mr .  Te l les ,  fo rg ive  me fo r  in te r rup t ing .  Was there  any  fee l ing

in the Mexican American community at  that  t ime that the payment

o f  a  po ]1  tax ,  in  i t se l f ,  was  d isc r jm ina tory  aga ins t  the  poor

Mexican American?

Whi le  they  migh t  have in  p rac t ice  fe l t  d isc r im ina t ion ,  I  don ' t

th ink ,  i f  I  reca l l  cor rec t ly ,  tha t  they  thougf t tha t  the  $ . | .75



TELLES

M:
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was there to  prevent  them f rom regis ter ing.  As a mat ter  o f  fact ,

$ t .ZS to them was a lo t  o f  money.  So they looked at  i t  on the

bas is  o f ,  "Wel l ,  do  I  pay  a  po l l  tax  fo r  $ t .ZS or  do  I  go  and buy

grocer ies  fo r  my home?"  So,  tha t ' s  the  way i t  was .  I  don ' t  th ink

that they looked at  i t  too much from the discr iminatory angle as

much as they did as to "What does $. | .75 mean to me and to my fami ly?"

What about the leadership wi th in the community?

Aga in ,  I  th ink  the  leadersh ip  fe l t  the  same way.  I  don ' t  reca l l

that  they at  any t ime refemed to i t  as being discr jminatory,  other

than the fact  that  i t  was very di f f icul t  for  them to pay i t .  But

I  don ' t  reca l l ,  to  be  honest  about  i t ,  tha t  anybody ever  sa id ,

" l l Je l l ,  th is  i s  d isc r im ina tory , "  wh i le  i t  m igh t  have been.  They

fe l t  everybody pa id  $ . | .75  so  i t  was  a l l  r igh t .

Looking back, did they change their  minds af terward, ds the years

have gone by?

Look ing  back  one cou ld  say  tha t  i t  was  d isc r im ina tory ,  on ly  in

[ t t r is ]  sense: a poor fami ly would benef i t  much more at  that

par t i cu la r  po in t  f rom spend ing  $ . | .75  on  grocer ies  than f rom go ing

out and paying a pol l  tax as compared to someone else,  an Ang' lo

or whatever,  that  maybe had a good job or a better busjness [or

was] making more money. From that pofnt  of  v iew, I  guess they

fe l t  tha t  i t  was  no t  p roper .  But  I  don ' t  th ink ,  i f  I  reca l l

cor rec t ly ,  tha t  anyone ever  sa id ,  " l le l l ,  th is  i s  d isc r im ina tory

in  i t se l f . "  In  o ther  words ,  wh i le  they  fe l t  tha to  V€S,  south  o f

the  t racks  [where ]  the  Mex icanos  l i ven  the  poor  peop le  l i ve . . .

they sort  of  accepted the si tuat ion in somewhat of  a normal at t i -

tude in some ways. I 'm not saying that they didn' t  want to improve,

M:

T :
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that  they didn' t  want to do and be involved in better th ings;

but I  th ink i t  was one of  those si tuat ions where you say'  "Nhat

the heck can we do about i t?"  This is what my father and these

other people were t ry ing to do--provide the leadership that

could wake up these people to the fact  that  they were not rea' l1y

being al lowed or provided, through whatever method or system, the

pr iv i leges  and r igh ts  tha t  they  were  en t i t led  to .  I t  took  tha t

k ind  o f  an  ac t ion .  So when I  ran ,  o f  course ,  tha t  was  ind ica t ive

that they needed some incent ive.  That was another reason. In

other words,  the maior j ty of  our people could care less whether

Mr.  Smith or Mr.  Jones became elected. To them i t  was the same

thing--one or the other.  There was no real  benef i t  to be de-

r ived from ei ther one of  them.

Democrat or Republ ican?

Wel l ,  a t  tha t  t ime there  was no  such th ing  as  a  Repub l ican .  I ' t

was al l  Democrat.

That ' s  t rue .

I t  was actual ' ly  one party.  I f  you were nominated in the pr imaries,

that  was tantamount to being elected. Your name would appear on

the  ba l lo t  fo r  the  genera l  e lec t ion ,  bu t  you  wou ldn ' t  have oppos i -

t ion .  So,  ac tua l l y  there  was on ly  one par ty  in  ex is tence,  no t

only in El  Paso County,  but  in the whole state.  There were some

conserva t ive  e lements ,  na tura l l y ,  bu t  no t  iden t i f ied  as  a  t rue

Republ ican group. Anyway, going back to the elect ion,  we worked

hard.  There were a number of  pol j t ical  issues that came up.

Fortunately there were on' ly two of  us running. I  was running

against  the incumbent,  P.  D. Lowery.  He had been in of f ice

ten  years ,  wh ich  made i t  very  d i f f i cu l t ,  in  my mind,  to  remove
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hi 'm, because I 'm sure he had made many fr iends. By the same

token, there were some issues involv ing not on' ly the ef f ic ient

running of  the of f ice,  but  a lso his own personal  approach to

peop le .  In  o ther  words ,  they  used to  c la im tha t ,  "Wel l r  oh ly  dur ing

e lec t ion  t ime do  you speak  to  me.  A f te r  the  e lec t ion  is  overo

you don ' t  know me. "  Th is  was the  k ind  o f  th ing .  So,  there  were

some issues that helped. We worked hard and I  was elected by

about 565 votes--a very smal l  margin.  The count ing of  the votes

las ted  fo r ,  l e t ' s  see . . .Sa tu rday  was  the  e lec t ion  and  we d idn ' t

know the resul t  unt i l  Sunday event 'ng,  when general ly the count

is al l  taken care of  Saturday evening. But there were some boxes

los t  tha t  we cou ldn ' t  f ind ;  boxes  tha t  were  de layed.  I 'm no t

going to say why they were lost or why they seemed to be late,

bu t  in  any  event ,  there  was qu i te  a  de lay  in  the  count .

Was there suspic ion of  hanky-panky within your organizat ion?

I th ink that  there was susp' ic ion of  hanky-panky by supporters of

the opposi t ion.  In fact ,  many young men became involved and

they were assigned as a secur i ty force to watch over the bal lots.

They'd go out to the precincts and stay out there and wait  for

that box to come out.

By  the i r  s ide?

By our s ide,  when we became somewhat suspic ious that something

could happen to the votes because there was delay in coming in

with the vote and so forth. By then we were concerned. So a

number of  our f r iends--young people--went out and played secur i ty

t ry ing  to  ge t  those  boxes  in .  Bu t  l i ke  I  sa id ,  i t  wasn ' t  un t i l

9:00 the fol lowing Sunday evening that we were able to determine

the  resu l ts  o f  the  e lec t ion .

M:

T :

M:

T :



M:

T :

M:
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You ment ioned some issues  as  be ing  s ign i f i can t  in  your  eventua l

e ' lect ion.  What were some of these issues?

As I  sa id ,  the  main  issue was the  e f f i c ien t  opera t ion  o f  the

off ice.  I  th ink that  many people fe l t  that  the of f ice was not

be ing  opera ted  e f f i c ien t ly .  Second ' l y ,  the  ind iv idua l ' s  persona l

a t t i tude  once the  e lec t ion  was over - -he  d idn ' t  seem to  know peop le .

I  don' t  recal l .  There were several  other issues that made i t

possible.  Fortunate' ly I  was the only one that dared run again$t

him, because he had been in of f ice ten years.  Consequent ' ly ,  even

another Anglo [who would want]  to run against  h im [wou1d] th ink

twice.  We were the only so-cal led fools to even tackle somebody

that had been in of f ice ten years.  But we fel t  that  that  was

rea l l y  the  o f f i ce  tha t  we shou ld  go  a f te r ,  and we d id .

Did ei  ther of  the two newspapers support  you?

Yes. The one that supported me was Ed PoOley who was the edi tor

of  the El  Paso Herald Post.  The other newspapers were total ly

aga ins t  me;  and o f  course  a l l  o f  the  money,  the  banks  and so

for th ,  were  no t  fo r  me a t  a l l .

Who were the groups that supported you?

The groups that supported me were pr imari ly our own people.

They uni ted,  and this is very,  very important.  Today, one of  our

problems is gett ing our di f ferent groups--a1' l  groups of  Spanish-

speak ing  ances t ry - - to  un i te . .  I f  they  wou ld  un i te ,  I  th ink  tha t

they would have a better representat ion and better impact upon not

on ly  the  po l i t i ca l  l i fe  bu t  cer ta in ly  the  economic  l i fe  o f  our

people in the countfy.  But in my case, the main group was the union

of  a l l  our  peop le  wh ich  was very ,  very  s ign i f i can t  and impor tan t ,
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[and ]  the i r  ge t t ing  ou t  and pay ing  a  po l l  tax ,  wh ich  they  hadn ' t

done before.  As a matter of  fact ,  [ there was] a rather interest-

ing  inc ident  in  the  box  in  San E l izar io :  The maior i t y  o f  the

voters or the residents there at  that  t ime were Spanish-speaking.

My opponent went out and hired four people to work for  h im in that

precinct  to t ry to get the votes in.  But when the votes al l  came

in,  I  had a' l l  the votes except two. [ t {y opponent was qui te un-

happy and disturbed because he said,  "Look, I  paid for  four

workers and I  only get two votes.  Now how can that be?" He fel t

that  at  least  he should have gotten four votes f rom his paid

workers ,  bu t  he  d idn ' t l  I t  was  very ,  very  in te res t ing .  I  on ly

wish that I  had made notes at  the t ime because I  th ink that  I

could wr i te a book about the many incidents that  happened which

made i t  qu i te  s ign i f i can t .

Do you recal l  any other incidents?

Not of f  hand. I  can' t  rea' l ' ly .  I  suppose i f  I  sat  down and had

a lot  of  t ime and started thinking back and maybe even meet ing

with some of our f r iends, I  could recal l  some of  those more in-

te res t ing  inc idents ;  bu t  a t  th is  moment  I  can ' t .  Bu t  anyway,  I

th ink i t  would have made a very interest ing book, not only

[about ]  the  f i rs t  e lec t ion ,  bu t  my o ther  e lec t ions .

In that  campaign, was ethnic i ty a factor? Was ethnic i ty played

up in the press,  or  d id your opponent make reference to i t?

0h yes ,  very  de f in i te ly .  There 's  no  ques t ion  about  i t .  He d idn ' t

make any bones about i t  e i ther.  For example,  we used to go on

radio--at  least  he did because he had the money. I  very seldom

went  there  because I  d idn ' t  have the  money.  But  he  d id ,  and he 'd
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go on the radio and say, " I  want the people of  El  Paso to know

two very important th ings. One of  them is that  my name fs

P. D. Lowery and the name of my opponent is namdn Tel les.  Second' ly,

I  want the peop' le of  El  Paso to know that he's a Mexican and

I 'm an l r i shman. "  A t  tha t  t ime i t  was  pre t ty  typ ica l ,  I  th ink ,

o f  the  way some peop le  fe l t .  He wasn ' t  shy  about  shout ing  i t

ou t .  I  th ink  tha t  tha t ,  too ,  migh t  have p ' layed an ' impor tan t  par t

in  the  minds  o f  s_grne_ peop le .  I 'm speak ing  o f  the  Ang lo  vo ter .

Some people probably resented the fact  that  he was doing this.

I  cer ta in ly  cou ldn ' t  have won the  e lec t ion  w i thout  the  par t i c i -

pa t ion  o f  o ther  peop le  in  my favor ,  because as  I  sa id ,  the  vo te

o f  our  peop le  was cer ta in ly  very  sma11.

Do you recal l  your feel ings when he made reference to his being

an I r i shman and your  be ing  a  Mex ican?

My only feel ing was that j t  certainly made me somewhat angry be-

cause I  fe l t  tha t  tha t  was  unca l led  fo r ,  tha t  i t  wasn ' t  necessary .

The resu l t  o f  i t  was  tha t  i t  jus t  made me work  tha t  much harder .

Bu t  i t  was  a  d is tu rb ing  e lement ,  the re 's  no  ques t ion  abou t  i t ,

even though in some v ' lay i t  was probably more acceptable then than

j t  i s  today .  Today I  th ink  tha t  j f  there  is  any  such d isc r im ina-

t ion ,  i t ' s  a  l i t t l e  more  cover t l y  than  ou t  in  the  open .  Bu t  a t

tha t  t ime I  guess  he  fe l t  tha t  i t  was  the  th ' ing  to  do .  I t  d id

d is tu rb  me undoubted ly ,  bu t  a l l  i t  d id  was to  make me work  harder .

Did the El  Palo Times make any reference to ethnic i ty?

No,  they  d idn ' t ;  no t  tha t  I  can  reca l l  a t  th is  po in t .  Bu t  they

were very def in i te ' ly  very much opposed to me for whatever reasons.

I rm not  go ing  to  t ry  to  judge the i r  in ten t ions  or  reasons  fo r  i t .
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The only one fwho supported me],  as I  said,  was Ed Pdley who

was the editor of the Hetald Post. He was great; he was for the

underdog.  He was fo r  the  l i t t le  fe l low-  He was tha t  way  un t i l

he died. Many, many t imes, even dur ing my years as mayor,  he

was the only one that supported me. The other newspapers were

aga' inst  me. He real ly went out and fought to the extent that  I

th ink that  at  t imes his job was in jeopardy,  because al l  of  the

b' io money was opposed to me and they were putt ing pressure on the

emp'loyer, the owner of the newspaper, about PO01ey. I think that

a t  some po in t  h is  job  was in  jeopardy  and he  cou ld  have los t  h is

job very easi ly.  I  th ' ink that  i f  I  had not won as mayor,  he

probab ly  wou ld  have los t  h is  job .  He was the  on ly  one tha t  rea11y

came out strong for me.

How do you account for  h is support  toward you?

I  th ink  tha t  the  man was an  honorab le  man,  an  honest  man,  a  man

that real ly had a s incere interest  in the wel fare of  the community.

I  th ink  he  was a  man o f  compass ion ,  a  man tha t  was  t ry ing  to  look

out  fo r  the  l i t t le  fe l low,  the  underdog.  I  th ink  he  had many,

many  qua l i t i es ,  as  I  sa id ,  no t  on ly  as  a  gen t leman bu t  as  a  man

of honor and a man that was interested in his community.

S i r ,  cou ld  you te l l  me about  your  exper iences  as  a  County  C lerk

in  E l  Paso? What  events  s tand ou t  in  your  mind  dur ing  the  t ime

tha t  you  occup ied  tha t  pos i t ion?

I  don ' t  reca l l  any  par t i cu la r  s ign i f i can t  events ,  o ther  than the

fact that everybody's eyes were on me. They were watching to see

what  I  was  go ing  to  do ,  par t i cu la r ly  those who had opposed me.

They wanted  to  see i f  I  cou ld  rea l ' l y  do  the  iob  or  i f  I  was  go ing

M:
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to  be  a  d iv id ing  e lement  be tween the  so-ca11ed Ang lo  and the

l4ex ican Amer jcan.  But ,  o f  course ,  I  became qu i te  invo lved in  my

job. One thing that ny opponent fa i led to do when he was in the

off ice [was] to make his presence noted. I  moved my desk from a

pr ivate of f ice out into the f ront of  the of f ice where everybody

tha t  came in to  the  o f f i ce  [cou ld  see]  me.  Th is  i s  someth jng  tha t

I  th ink  the  peop le  l i ked .  I  was  there  to  meet  the  peop le ,  to  make

certain that  my employees u/ere courteous and provided the kind

of services that they were looking for.  Apparent ly they were

sat isf ied wi th [me] because I  was re-elected three other t imes'

w i thout  oppos i t jon .  So my b igges t  p rob lem was ge t t ing  over  the

f i rs t  hurd le .  0nce I  go t  over  tha t  one ' i t  seems tha t  I  d idn ' t

have any problem after that .

How long were you in that  of f ice?

I was there f rom 
. |948 

unt i l  1957.

You were  e lec ted  Mayor  in  '57 ,  i s  tha t  r igh t?

I  was elected Mayor in February of  '57.

Could you tel l  me about the campa' ign for  Mayor?

That  was a  very  in te res t ing  campaign ,  too .  Aga ino  I  cou ld  wr i te

a second volume on that one. Many people would come to me and

SdV, "Ray, you've been a wonderful  County Clerk.  I f  you want

to  be  re -e lec ted  
. | ,000 

t jmes,  why ,  I 'm sure  we ' l l  re -e lec t  you  as

the County Clerk and you can be there in that  of f ice for  the rest

o f  your  l i fe .  But  as  Mayor ,  tha t ' s  someth ing  e lse . "  In  o ther

wordsr some people,  and I  say S, understood that i t  was possible

fo r  me w i th  the  name o f  Te l les  to  do  a  job ,  because I  th ink  they

were pret ty convinced by then that I  could probably do a job.
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But the idea of  someone by the name of Tel les represent ing them--

no t  on ly  w i th in  the  commun ' i t y  bu t  in  the  ou ts ide  communi t ies '  in

the realm of  c i t ies and states and so forth throughout the country,

part icular ' ly  in Texas-- that  was one of  the problems. They would

Sdy,  "Wel l ,  as  County  C lerk ,  g rea t l  Bu t ,  gee wh iz ,  as  Mayor ,

why tha t ' s  someth ing  e lse . "  Aga in ,  tha t  was  the  f i rs t  t ime

that anybody [w' i th a Spanish surname] dared run for the of f ice of

Mayor  o f  a  ma jor  c i t y .  As  you know,  E l  Paso is  the  f i f th ' la rges t

c i ty  in  Texas .  I t  was  pre t ty  d i f f i cu l t  to  accept - -and in  some

ways I  can understand because this had never happened before--some

young up-start  coming in and try ing to deraj l  the method of

opera t ing  in  the  pas t ,  as  fa r  as  c i ty  admin is t ra t ions  and the  way

tha t  the  cand ida tes  were  se lec ted .  I t  was  very  d i f f i cu l t  to  accept .

A l l  o f  the  b ig  money and b ig  bus iness  was de f in i te ly  opposed to

me. The newspapers were opposed to me. The only one, againo

that was for me was Ed P00ley,  the edi tor  of  the El  Paso Herald

Post .  L ike  I  sa id ,  he  came very  near  to  los ing  h is  job .  As  I

ment ioned be fore ,  I  th ink  tha t  i f  I  hadn ' t  been e lec ted  Mayor ,

he  probab ly  wou ld  have los t  h is  job .

Was e thn ic i ty  a  fac to r  w i th  your  opponent  in  th is  campaign?

I t  wasn ' t  as  obv ious ,  bu t  I 'm  sure  tha t  in  the  m inds  o f . . .

Let  me go back. My opponent was Tom E. Rogers,  who was the

incumbent.  He had been appointed as Mayor because the Mayor who

was e lec ted  apparent ly  dec ided no t  to  accept  the  respons ib i l i t y

as l ' layor and he became qui te i l l ;  he had some kind of  nervous

breakdown even before he took the oath of  of f ice.  He had been

pushed by big money when he was elected. Somehow he became

quite nervous about the s i tuat ion and had what appeared to me
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l ike a nervous breakdown, so he took the oath of  of f ice for  the

purpose of  re-appoint ing somebody e1se. I f  he had no! taken the

oath  o f  o f f i ce  because he  was i l l  and  in  the  hosp i ta l ,  then they

wou ld  have had to  have had another  e lec t ion .  But  as  i t  was ,  he

was asked to take the oath of  of f ice.  He took the oath of  of f ice

in the hospi ta l  and in a matter of  hours he resigned. The [new]

Mayor  was appo in ted  by  the  C i ty  Counc i l ,  bu t  a t  the  ins is tence o f

certain groups who selected the Mayor.  This was Tom E. Rogers,

However ,  I  w i l l  say  one th ing :  I  had and I  s t i l l  have a  grea t

deal  of  respect for  Tom Rogers because he certainly was a very

honorab le ,  p rominent  c i t i zen  o f  our  communi ty ;  a  man tha t  in  many

ways contr ibuted much to the welfare of  our community.  He had

been involved in many civ ic endeavors-- the Chamber of  Commerce-

and every th ing  e lse .  There fore ,  there  was no th ing  persona l ,  as

fa r  as  I  was  concerned,  aga ins t  h im and I  don ' t  th ink  there  was

anyth ing  persona l ,  as  fa r  as  he  was concerned faga ins t  me] .  I t

was more the people that  were behind him that were creat ing the

probl  em.

l^lho were they and what was the problem?

Big  money and b ig  bus iness .  The prob lem was tha t  they  were

put t ing  up  a l l  k inds  o f  money wh ich  I  d idn ' t  have.  The fac t

was that they didn' t  want me to be the Mayor and come in and

d is tu rb  the i r  l i t t le  p ' layhouse.  They  were  accus tomed to  se lec t ing

the i r  own cand ida tes ,  pu t t ing  ou t  the  money and e lec t ing  them.

But  when I  came in ,  o f  course ,  tha t  d is tu rbed the  who le  se t -up

and they  weren ' t  p leased w i th  i t .

Who were the powerfuf  indiv iduals and the powerful  groups in El

Paso a t  tha t  t ime?
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I  couldn' t  beg' in to name them; there were just  too many of  them.

I  th ink that  the best genera' l  way to descr ibe them is as "big

bus iness"  and "b ig  money. "  I  cer ta in ly  d idn ' t  have the  money.

We had an awful  t ime try ing to get enough money to put up as the

f i l i ng  fee ,  because I  th ink  i t  was  severa l  thousand do l la rs  tha t

was requ i red .  Inc identa l l y ,  I  went  ou t  and ran  as  a  t i cke t .  In

other words,  I  had four other young men as candidates for  the Ci ty

Counc i l .  That  was  a  very  in te res t ing  s i tua t ion  in  ge t t ing  peop ' le

to  run  w i th  me because I  wou ld  go  and ask ,  say ,  a  bus inessman i f

he  wou ld  l i ke  to  run  w i th  me as  a  mernber  o f  the  C i ty  Counc i l .

Genera l l y  th is  ind iv idua l  wou ld  say ,  ' ' 0h ,  tha t  sounds l i ke  a  good

idea.  F ' ine ,  yes . "  A  coup le  days  la te r  he  wou ld  ca l l  me and say ,

"Rayo I 'm sor ry  bu t  I ' ve  been th ink ing  about  i t  and  my bus iness

needs me,  and maybe I  be t te r  no t . "  But  i t  wasn ' t  tha t  a t  a l l .

Pressure  had been pu t  on  h im.  I  los t  a  lo t  o f  po ten t j i l  cand ida tes

that way. So f inal ly I  had to end up with four young people who

had no t ies wi th big money or the big banks; therefore no pressure

cou ld  be  pu t  on  them.  Ted Bender ,  who is  w i th  te lev is ion ,  cer -

ta in ly  he lped a  lo t  because o f  the  fac t  tha t  he  had been on  te le -

v is ion  fo r  a  number  o f  years  and peop ' le  cou ld  see h im and knew

him.  0 ther  than h is  sa la ry ,  he  had no  bus iness  t ies  w i th  anybody.

Jack  Whi te ,  another  very  b r igh t ,  up-c r im ing  young man,  was w i th

one of  our Ford agencies in El  Paso in the Service Department.

There ,  aga in ,  there  was no  pressure  tha t  cou ld  be  pu t  on  h im.

Ernie Craigo--a very c ' lose fr iend of  mine; we had been in the

Serv jce  together .  He was an  insurance sa lesman.  There ,  aga in ,

he was more or less on his own and pressures could not be put

0n him. The fourth one, who also became a very good, c lose fr iend
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of  mine ,  was  Ra lph  Se i ts inger .  He was the  on ly  bus inessman in

the  group;  he  had a  smal l  fu rn i tu re  s to re  in  the  Lower  Va11ey.

Apparent ly he was qui te independent-- independent enough that he

d idn ' t  have to  depend on  wh ims o f  b ig  money or  the  banks .  So a f te r

los ing  a  number  o f  po ten t ia l  cand ida tes  I  ended up  w i th  these four

young peop le .  As ' i t  tu rned ou t ,  they  were  very  f ine  members  o f

the  C i ty  Counc i l .  They  were  a l l  e lec ted  w i th  me.

M:  The en t i re  t i cke t  went  in .

T ;  Yes .

M:  Were  you the  on ly  one who had po l i t i ca l  exper ience in  the  group?

T:  Yes .  I  was  the  on ly  one a t  tha t  t ime tha t  had any  po l i t i ca l

exper ience a t  a l l .  And I  was  the  on ly  one o f  Span ish  ex t rac t ion

or ancestry.

What was the react ion in El  Paso to your gett ing elected?

Wel l ,  the  reac t ion  was cer ta in ly  very  s ign i f i can t .  I  th ' ink  i t

was  done on ly  in  our  g roup,  in  our  peop le ,  wh ich  was very  favor -

ab le  na tura l l y .  The oppos i t ion  never  d reamed tha t  I  cou ld  ever

w in .  I t  was  k jnd  o f  a  shock .  The oppos i t ion  never  thought  tha t

th is  cou ld  be  poss ib le .  In  fac t ,  I  remember  we were  hav inq  d inner

at  some restaurant and the news came out that  I  had won. 0f

courser ge[erd11y the waiters were Mexicanos and they were very

happy and pleased. 0n one occasion they were f i red because of

the i r  loud  express ion  o f  happ iness  and,  I  guess ,  because the

owner of  that  restaurant wasn' t  for  me. This was very,  very
' in te res t i  ng .

These peop le  were  f i red  in  f ron t  o f  you ,  r igh t  there  in  tha t  res taurant?

Wel l ,  no t  i n  f ron t  o f  me,  o f  course .

Later?

M:

T :
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t . Latern yeS. And i t  was determined that the reason [was that]  they

had been too elated at  the fact  that  I  had won; they [ the owners]

d idn ' t  l i ke  i t .  In  fac t ,  the  oppos i t i on  had  a l ready  p lanned  a

huge v ic to ry  par ty  a t  the  In te rna t iona l  C lubn I  th ink  i t  was .  Then

the word came throul th that  I  was ahead and that I  had won, and the

par ty  jus t  f lopped.  Peop le  were  qu i te  unhappy.  I t  was  ius t  l i ke

a  bunch o f  peop le  a t tend ing  a  funera l .

What was the marqin of  your v ictory?

I f  I  reca l l ,  i t  was  be tween 5 ,000 and 6 ,000 vo tes .  The in te res t ing

part  about that ,  as I  explained to you before,  [was that]  up to

tha t  t ime there  was on ly  one par ty ,  rea l l y , in  ex is tence in  Texas

and certainly in E1 Paso. That was the Democrat ic party.  So in

the pastn dhy t ime that you were nominated in the pr imaryn for

examp' le  fo r  Mayor  because we d id  run ,  i t  was  a  par t i san  th ing .

I  mean,  the  Sta te  Const i tu t ion  ca l led  fo r  a  p r imary  and a  genera l

e lec t ion .  I t  was  more  the  c i ty  o rd ' inance,  I  guess .  But ,  as  I

sa id ,  once you were  nominated ,  we l l ,  tha t  was  tan tamount  to  be ing

e lec ted .  Your  name wou ld  appear  on  the  genera l  ba l lo t ,  bu t  ' i t

d idn ' t  mean any th ing ;  tha t  was  i t .  Bu t  in  my case,  fo r  the  f i rs t

t ime in  the  h is to ry  o f  E l  Paso th is  wasn ' t  t rue ,  because a f te r  I

had won the pr imary,  the people wi th money and so forth,  came up

wi th  a  wr i te - in  cand ida te .  Th is  fe l low was pre t ty  popu lar  a lso .

He had been connected with the schools for  many, many years and was

wel l  known.  So they  t r ied  in  the  qenera l  e lec t ion ,  wh ich  was cer -

ta in ly very strange because i t  never had happened before.  As i t

was ,  I  won by  a  b iocer  ma jor i t y ,  I  th ' ink ,  because peop le  genera l l y

are fa i r .  I t  was very strange to them that they would t ry to defeat

me for a second t ime. In other words,  I  had won fair  and square and

M:

T :



TTLLES t9

M:

T .
t .

they  cou ldn ' t  unders tand why they  wou ld  t ry  i t  aga in .  So th is  t ime

I  th ink  I  won by  a  maro in  o f  th ree  to  onee or  someth ing  l i ke  tha t ,

in  the  genera ' l  e lec t ion .  That  was a  s i tua t ion  where  fo r  the  f i rs t

t ime a  second cand ida te  had been chosen to  run  aga ins t  the  success-

fu l  cand ida te  in  the  pr imar ies .

You were Mayor two terms?

I was Mayor two termsr |€s.  In factr  the second t ime I  d idn' t  have

oppos i t ion .  The th i rd  t ime I  had announced tha t  I  was  runn ing  fo r

l , layor-- that  was in ear ly l96l-* I  had my slate of  Counci lmen and I

d idn ' t  have oppos i t ' i on .  So i t  looked a t  tha t  po in t  tha t  I  was

go ing  to  run  fo r  the  th i rd  te rm wi thout  oppos i t ion .  But  then a t

tha t  po in t ,  a f te r  I  had announced,  Pres ident  Kennedy came a long;  he

was e lec ted  and he  took  o f f i ce ,  as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  in  '6 . |  as

President of  the Uni ted States.  He came to me about a month af ter

he had taken of f ice and asked me i f  I  would accept the appointment

as the United States Ambassador to Central  America.  At  that  t ime

I  d idn ' t  know fo r  sure  what  count ry  i t  was ,  bu t  then la te r  on  I

found ou t  tha t  he  had Costa  R ica  in  mind .  A t  tha t  po in t  I  re fused,

I  re jec ted  the  o f fe r  o f  appo in tment ,  because,  f i r s t  o f  a l ln  I  had

already announced that I  was running for the th i rd term. I  was

not  be ing  opposed- -a t  leas t  no t  up  to  tha t  po in t .  That ' s  the  bes t

way to  run ,  w i thout  oppos i t ion .  Th i rd ly ,  in  the  four  years  tha t  I

had been l t {ayor I  had,certainly wi th my members of  the Counci l ,

in i t ia ted  some major  p rograms [and]  I  was  hop ing  to  see the  conc lus ion

of those program; and I  fe l t  that  I  needed at  least  another term to

do so. So there were some very, very good reasons why I would not

cons ider  i t  a t  the  t ime.  A  coup ' le  weeks  passed and I  was  asked to
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come to  Wash ing ton .  l r je l l ,  dS i t  happened,  I  was  coming to  Wash inq-

ton on ci ty business anyway, so I  came up and I  met wi th the

President and I  met wi th the Vice-President Johnson and I  met wi th

Senator Dennis Chdvez of  New Mexico. Between the three of  them I

was convinced that I  should run. I  th ink that  the dec' id ' ing factor '

as  fa r  as  I 'm concerned,  was no t  so  much tha t  i t  was  an  honor

cer ta in ly  and a  b ig  job .  I  th ink  the  dec id ing  fac to r  was  tha t  I  had

the opportuni ty to break the ice,  and possib ' ly  for  the f i rst  t ime

a Spanish surnamed American was beinq of fered the opportuni ty to be

a United States Ambassador,  to represent our country ' in a foreign

count ry .  So I  fe l t  tha t  tha t  in  i t se l f  was  a  respons ib l i t y  tha t

I  had. I  had been the f i rst  Mayor of  Span' ish ancestpyr d Mex' ican

or  whatever ;  I  had been the  f i rs t  County  C lerk  the  same way;  now' i t

was t ime for me to break. the ice in the internat ional  f ie ldn which

I  thought  was necessary  in  o rder  tha t  poep le  coming beh ind  me

wouldn ' t  have tha t  p rob lem.  They  cou ld  be  accepted  as  normal  peop le

w i thou t  any  par t i cu la r  d isc r im ina t ion  o r  " i f s "  and  "bu ts "  abou t  i t .

I  d id  come up w i th  a  number  o f  cond i t ions ,  because when I  came up

here  I  s t r ' l !  wasn ' t  qu i te  conv ' inced tha t  I  shou ld  run  a f te r  ta lk ing

to the President and Vice-President Lyndon Johnson and to Senator

Chlavez. I  d id present sgme condi t ions;  i f  they would accept [ t t rem]

then i  probably would accept the appointment.  I  don' t  remember

some o f  those cond i t ions ,  bu t  I  remember  p r imar i l y  tha t  I  d ' idn ' t  want

to resign as Mayor.  I  wanted to complete my second term which would

te rmina te  in  Apr i l  o f  '6 " l .  Second lyn  I  was  no t  a  man o f  any  wea l th

a t  a l l ;  I  depended on  my sa la ry  fo r  a  l i v ing .  I  to ld  the  Pres ident

that he [wou]d have to]  assure me that i t  would not cost  me any

money,  because I  d idn ' t  have any .  I t ' s  genera ' l l y  known tha t  in  many
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of the Ambassador ia l  posi t ions,  the Arnbassador has to put money out

o f  h is  own pocket ;  in  some count r ies  qu i te  a  b i t ,  in  o thers  less .

But  s t i l1 ,  i t  was  pre t ty  we l l  known tha t  tha t  was  t rue .  So I  to ld

h im,  "Look ,  I  don ' t  have any  money a t  a l l .  I  depend on  my sa la ry

fo r  a  1 iv ' ing .  I f  you  can assure  me tha t  I  w i l l  have the  necessary

funds for representat ion or whatever-- that  I  don' t  have to provide

an .y  add i t i ona l  funds- -we l l  then ,  o f  course ,  I ' l l  accep t . "  There

were two, three other condi t ions.  I  was pret ty sat isf ied,  when I

went back home after leaving Washington, that  they would not accept

a t  leas t  one o f  those cond i t ions ,  and tha t  wou ld  se t t le  the  who le

quest ion.  In a matter of  about 48 hours af ter  I  reached El  Paso, I

go t  a  ca l l  f rom Wash ing ton  adv is inq  me tha t  the  Pres ident  had

accepted  a l l  cond i t ' i ons .  He was ready  to  appo in t  me i f  I  was  w i l l i nq

to  accept .  So there  i t  was ;  I  cou ldn ' t  back  ou t  then.  I  had to

pub l ic ly  w i thdraw f rom the  race  and then Ra lph  Se i ts inger  took  over

as  the  cand ida te  fo r  Mayor .  But  tha t ' s  more  or  less  the  th ing .  0 f

course ,  I 'm  sk ipp inq  a  lo t  o f  the  de ta i l s  because  i t ' s  no t  poss ' ib le

to  g ive  you  a l l  o f  the  de ta i l s .

I 'm in te res ted  in  the  reac t ' ion  o f  your  fami ly  and your  suppor te rs .

Natura l l y  I  d iscussed th is  w i th  my fami ly ;  o f  course ,  my w i fe

pr imari ly because my dauohters were very younq then. They were on' ly

f i ve  and e ' igh t .  They  rea l ' l y  d idn ' t  know what  was go ing  on  a l though

they knew that President Kennedy wanted to appo' int  me to a big,

impor tan t  job ,  and so  f rom tha t  po in t  o f  v jew,  o f  course ,  they  under -

s tood.  Wi th  my f r iends ,  I  th ink  there  were  mixed fee l ings  about

that.  They had seen me strugole;  they had been behind me and had

supported me al1 the way. They had been with me in these batt les
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that  we had try ing to break the ice,  t ry ing to gain due representa-

t ion as County Clerk and then as Mayor;  so a lot  of  them had mixed

fee l inqs .  Some o f  them d idn ' t  unders tand what  was beh ind  th is

who le  th ing .  Some o f  them thought  tha t  j t  was  a  p lan  on  somebody 's

part  to get me out of  the pol i t ical  f ie ld and send me away somewhere

where I  would be far a 'way and lose contact ;  because you do, and I

d id ,  lose  contac t .  That  was  a  main  concern ,  I  th ink ,  o f  many o f

our  peop le .  In  fac t ,  I  s t i l l  meet  some o f  my o1d f r iends  and they

s t i l l  be l ieve  tha t  tha t  was  a  s in is te r  p ' lan  to  ge t  me out  o f  the

po l i t i ca l  a rena,  because somebody might  have had in  mind  tha t  maybe

I  wou ld  go  in to  Congress  or  someth ing .  But  hones t ly ,  as  fa r  as  I

know,  there  wasn ' t  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  I  th ink  the  Pres ident  ius t

fe l t  tha t  i t  was  t ime tha t  a  person o f  Span ish-speak ing  ances t ry

should become more involved. As you and I  know, the interest  of

Pres ident  Kennedy [was ]  in  p rov id ing  a  be t te r  l i v ing  fo r  minor i t ' i es ;

he  a lso  had a  grea t  love  fo r  La t in  Amer ican,  fo r  example .  That

was a wel l  known fact .  And everybody in turn loved him. So

I 'm sure  tha t  there  was no  p lan  whatsoever .  I t  was  jus t ,  I  th ink ,

an  oppor tun i ty  fo r  us  to  move a  l i t t le  h igher  in  the  po l i t i ca l

a rena.  L ike  I  sa id ,  I  was  the  f i rs t  person o f  Mex ican or  Span ish

ancestry that  was ever nominated and appointed as Ambassador.  Af ter

that came Teodoro Moscoso from Puerto Rico.  He was named Ambassador

to Venezuela.  Later on there was Ben Herndndez from New Mexico

who went to Paraguayi  and then later on was the present Governor of

Ar izona, nar i l  Castro,  who was named two or three years later as

Ambassador  to  E l  Sa lvador .  So,  in  a  way,  I  guess  I  d id  b reak  the

ice  and gave o ther  peop le  the  oppor tun i ty  to  come in .  I t ' s  un for tunate ,

of  course, and qui te a t ragedy that President Kennedy died because
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I  th ink  tha t  he  honest ly  had in  mind  appo in t ing  add i t iona l  peop le

o f  Span ish  ances t ry  to  pos i t ions  o f  impor tance and cer ta in ]y

Anrbassadorsh ips  th roughout  La t in  Amer ica .  In  fac t ,  in  
. l963- -

th is  i s  no t  known,  th is  i s  someth ing  tha t  happened- -he  had asked me

i f  I  wou ld  accept  the  Ambassadorsh ip  to  Mdx ico .  Th is  was in  Ju ly

o f  
. l963 .  

[Th is  was]  the  las t  t ime tha t  I  saw the  Pres ident  a l i ve .

I  had been w i th  h im on a  t r ip ,  because he  used to  ca l l  me back  to

Washington from Costa Rica. Whenever he traveled in the Southwest

s ta tes  he 'd  ca l l  me to  go  w i th  h im.  Th is  was the  las t  t ' ime tha t  I

went  w i th  h im.  He ca l led  me and I  came to  Wash ing ton ,  and we

traveled down to New Mexico and fexas and Cal i fornia.  He asked me

if  I  would accept the appointment [as]  Ambassador to Mdxjco.  I  said

tha t  I  cer ta in ly  wou ' ld .  So in  Ju ly  o f  '63  I  thought  poss ib ly  I

would be going to Mdxico by the end of  the year.  I  was st i l l  Am-

bassador  to  Costa  R ica .  But ,  as  i t  tu rned ou t ,  o f  course ,  he  was

ki l led in November.  My opportuni ty to be Ambassador to Mdxico

went out the window because President Johnson, of  course, had other

ideas  and I  cer ta in ly  cou ld  unders tand tha t .  Bu t  in  any  event ,  i f

I  had  to  do  i t  over  aga in  I  th ink  I  wou ld  s t i l l  do  the  same th ing ,

inso far  as  t ry ing  to  no t  on ly  p rov ide  bu t  g ive  a  l i t t le  to  a  s i tua-

t ion  wh ich  I  th ink  was necessary ;  and tha t  i s  to  the  improvement  o f

no t  on ' l y  the  po l i t i ca l  bu t  a lso  the  economic  and soc ja l  l i fe  o f

our  peop le .

In retrospect,  then, you have no regrets about going in a di f ferent

d i rec t ion  ins tead  o f  con t inu ing  in  e lec to ra l  po l i t i cs?

No.  I  don ' t .  In  a l l  modesty  I  th ink  tha t  because I  accepted  the

cha l lenge- -because i t  was  a  cha l ' lenge.  I t  was  jus t  l i ke  when i  was

elecled as Mayor and County C1erk.  Peop' le had their  eyes focused
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on me as  to  whether  o r  no t  I  wou ld  do  a  good job .  That ' s  another

th ing- - I  fe l t  tha t  I  had  a  doub le  respons ib i l i t y ,  no t  on ly  as  an

of f i c ia l  o f  a  government ,  bu t  a lso  I  had the  doub le  respons ib i l i t y

to my people.  In other words,  I  had to not only do a good iob,

bu t  a  be t te r  job  than poss ib ly  anybody e lse  in  o rder  tha t  I  wou ldn ' t

c lose  the  doors  to  our  peop le  coming beh ' ind  me.  I f  I  had  done a

bad job  or  i f  I  had  been a  fa i lu re  in  do ing  the  iob ,  i  th ink  tha t

wou ld  have au tomat ica l l y  c losed doors  on  peop le  coming beh ind  me.

So I  fe l t  tha t  I  had a  doub le  respons ' ib i l i t y  and I  was  very  consc ious

of  t t .  That  jus t  made me work  a  l j t t le  harder ,  tha t ' s  a l l .

Mr.  Tel les,  you ment ioned that when this of fer  f rom President Kennedy

came in ,  a t  tha t  po in t  you  fe l t  tha t  you  had a  respons ib i l i t y  to

f in ish some programs that you had started as Mayor.  Could you te11

me about those programs that you wanted to tend to?

We had a major f lood control  program, for  example,  that  had to be

put into ef fect .  We had gotten a bond issue approved by the people.

Another one was the freeways that now you can see in El  Paso. The

major i t y  o f thosef reeways  were  p lanned dur ing  my admin is t ra t ion .

They were approved on paper at  that  t ime. 0f  course, I  had other

p lans .  For  example ,  hav ing  come out  o f  South  E l  Paso,  ou t  o f  the

tenement area, I  fe l t  that  I  had a responsibi l i ty  to improve the

l i v ing  cond i t ions  o f  South  E l  Paso.  I  was  ins t rumenta l  in  hav ing

a number of  those tenements torn down and certainly to come up with

rep ' lacements  fo r  them-- fo r  l i v ing  loca les  or  p laces  fo r  our  peop le .

So I  had a very,  very strong feel ing about that .  I  fe l t  that  tn i :_

had to  be  done.  I  fe l t  tha t  job  oppor tun i t ' i es  shou ld  be  deve loped

T:
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and prov ided.  For  example,  a t  the t ime that  I  took over  there

was not  a  s ing le Mexican Amer ican as a member of  the F i re Depar tment .

In  the Pol  ice Depar tment  there was on ' ly  a  couple of  o ld  detect ives

that  were there only because they knew Spanish and they needed in-

te rpre ters .  But  o ther  than tha t ,  there  jus t  wasn ' t  any .  In  the

top  c i ty  o f f i cerso  fo r  example ,  there  jus t  weren ' t  any  Span ish-

speak ing  Amer icans .  I  fe l t  tha t  tha t  was  a  lo t  o f  respons ib i l i t y .

And I  d id;  I  opened up the doors in al l  those Departments.  I f 'you

go back to El  Paso now and check the Pol ice Department,  you'1. |  see

that th ings have changed considerably.  I f  you go to the Fire De-

par tment ,  you ' l l  f ind  tha t  to  be  t rue  and a lso  in  the  c i ty  o f f i ces .

What I 'm saying is that  these are some of the th ings that i  wanted

to do. I  d id open the doors and the acceptance of  our people to

these di f ferent jobs was a' l ready in mot ion.  Many of  them were

appo in ted  dur ing  my admin is t ra t ion ,  inc lud ing  the  C i ty  Eng ineer ,

for  example,  which was of  great ' importance. I  appointed some

Assistant Ci ty Attorneys, Mexicanos. One of  them is now Judge

Robert  GalvJn. He was one of  those. So there were a number of

what  I  wou ld  cons jder  ma jor  p ro jec ts  tha t  I  had jn j t ia ted ,  and I

wanted to see them develop and come to a conclusion.

Were you, at  any t ime, accused of  being part ia l  toward the Mexican

Ameri can ?

No,  no t  tha t  I  reca l l .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac to  when I  was  f i rs t

elected Mayor,  a group of  church people--ministers--came to see me.

They in ef fect  warned me about their  concerns and fears that  now

that  I  was  e lec ted  I  wou ld  p robab ly  be  an  e lement  tha t  wou ld  d iv ide

the community and create problems. My only answer to them was that,

"Wel l ,  I ' ve  been e lec ted  Mayor  by  the  major i t y  o f  the  peop le .  The
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on ly  th ing  you can do  now is  to  wa i t  and see. "  But  they  were

go ing  to  warn  me about  tha t .  Wel l ,  a t  the  end o f  my f i rs t  te rm I

got a very nice let ter  which I  keep and I  t reasure.  This same group

came back with a let ter  which was very compl imentary '  stat ing that

I  had been an element in uni t jng the community.  That was a great

amount of  sat isfact ion.  I  know that they had worked against  me--

I  mean worked hqrd against  me--and they had been cr i t ical  of  me.

During the campaign there were many, many rumors started--not

necessar i ly  by them, but by other sources-- that  i f  I  were elected

I  was  go ' ing  to  b r ing  no t  on ly  d isun i ty  in  the  communi ty  bu t  I  was

go ing  to  open up  a  house o f  gambl jng ,  a  house o f  p ros t i tu t ion ;  they

d id  every th ing  in  the  wor ld  to  t ry  to  d isc red i t  me.  For tunate lyn

I  had a  c lean record  up  to  tha t  po in t  and they  rea11y  cou ldn ' t  sus-

ta in  o r  suppor t  the i r  con ten t ions .  But  as  I  sa id ,  one o f  the  grea t -

es t  sa t is fac t ions  was hav ing  th is  g roup come back  and prov ide  me

wi th  th i s  le t te r .

What do you consider your major accompl ishments to have been dur ing

your  admin is t ra t ion  as  Mayor?

l , r le went out and did many things I  th ink--opened up new streets,

paved streets,  bui l t  recreat ion centers,  bui l t  the new Art  Museum--

a  number  o f  mater ia l  p ro iec ts .  [gu t ]  I  th ink  tha t  two th ings  s tand

out  in  my mind.  F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  th ink  tha t  in  some way I  was  in -

s t rumenta l  in  b r ing ing  un i ty  w j th in  the  communi ty .  Second ly ,  I

th ink that  my presence as Mayor contr ibuted to the lessening and

d imin jsh ing  o f  susp ic ion  on  the  par t  o f  peop le  aga ins t  the  Mex ican

Amer ican,  and [b rought ]  more  acceptance tha t ,  "Wel l ,  maybe a  Mex ican

American can do a pret ty good job,  too.  Give him the opportuni ty
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and I 'm sure  tha t  he  w i l l  per fo rm."  To  me,  tha t  was  cer ta in ' l y  a

sat isfact ion.  I  th ' ink that  the other was the fact  that  I  had

broken the ice.  I  opened the way for someone e' lse to fo l jow in

my foo ts teps  and become invo lved in  the  po l i t i ca l  l j fe  o f  our

communi ty ,  and be  e lec ted  and serve  in  these h igh  po l i t i ca l  o f f i ces .

I  th ink that  those were two of  what I  would consider maybe a num-
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ber  o f  ma jor  accompl ishments .

l^Jhat about the relat ions between El  Paso and
I

Ciudad Juarez  dur ing

tha t  t ime?

I th ink that  we certainly enjoyed some of the best relat ions

between the two communit ies.  One element that  was certainly he' lp-

ful was the fact that when I was Mayor of El Paso, Ren6 Mascarefr'as

was Mayor of  Judrez.  Rend and I  had been in high school  together

a t  Cathedra l .  He was a  coup le  o f  years  ahead o f  me- -a  coup le  o f

years older probably.  But we had known each other at  school  and

therefore we were very good friends. So we were both serving as

Mayors  o f  the  two [c i t ies ] .  So  as  I  was  say ing  to  you,  I  th ink

that the relat ions across the border between Judrez and El  Paso

were very,  very excel lent  part ia l ly  because of  the fact  that  Rend

Mascarerias was the Mayor of JuJrez. In fact, there were times when

I used to be invi ted to Juf , rez to cut  more r ibbons than in El  Pasol

I  used to  par t i c ipa te  in  a  lo t  o f  the i r  soc ia l  func t ions  and c iv ic

ac t iv i t ies  as  Mayor  o f  E l  Paso.  I  used to  be  asked to  come and

start  the campaign for Red Cross funds, for  example.  I  became

invo lved as  much as  I  cou ld .  I  don ' t  reca l l  any  major  p rob lem tha t

we ever had between the two communit ies at  that  point .

There  is  one issue tha t  I 'm par t i cu la r ly  in te res ted  in  dur ing  the

t ime o f  your  admin is t ra t ' ion .  I t  has  to  do  w i th  the  pressure  pu t
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upon the  labor  un ions  to  have a  s top  pu t  on  the  par t  o f  the  U.S.

Immigrat ion Service to the commuter program. This happened around

. |960,  . l961 .  
Do you reca l l  any  b ig  p rob lems emerg ing  f rom tha t

debate?

Noo I  don ' t  reca l l  o f f -hand any  major  p rob lem tha t  we had a long

those l ines .  I  th ink  the  prob le rn  deve loped a f te r  I  had le f t ,  bu t

I 'm no t  cer ta in .  I  don ' t  reca l lo  dur ing  my adm' in is t ra t ion  there

as Mayor for  two terms, that  we had that k ind of  a problem. As

far  as  commuters ,  there 's  a lways  a  p rob lem,  bu t  I  don ' t  reca l l  i t

as a major problem. I t  turned out later on that someone was suggest-

ing  to  p lace  so ld ie rs ,  m i l i ta ry  peop le ,  a long the  border .  h le  never

had  tha t  k ind  o f  s i tua t ion  as  fa r  as  I  can  reca l l .

I  guess  i t  esca la ted  a f te r  you  le f t .

I 'm  sure  tha t  i t  d id .

The "bracero"  p rogram ended jn  . |964;  
tha t reso lved par t  o f  tha t

pressure that was put on the Congress.

I 'm no t  say ing  tha t  the  prob lem wasn ' t  there .  I  suppose i t  was ,

but i t  never d ' id escalate to the point  where i t  became a major

issue.  L ike  I  sa ido  we main ta ined our  re la t ionsh ip  on  pre t ty  good

terms.

Mr .  Te11es,  I  want  to  go  back  to  the  ear ly  par t  o f  your  l i fe  and

ask you some quest ions regarding some of the factors that  inf luenced

your  ind iv idua l  deve lopment .  F i rs t ,  what  in f luence d id  your  paren ts

have on  your  ear ly  l i fe?

To begin wi th,  we were a very c lose fami ly.  There were actual ly

f ive sons--no daughters--except that  two of  them died when they

were babies.  So there were only three of  us lef t .  The same three
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are st i l l  l iv ing,  thanks to the good Lord.  | lJe were a very c ' lose

fami ' l y .  My fa ther  was a  hardwork ing  ind iv idua l .  He be l jeved in

he lp ing  our  peop le .  He be l ieved in  t ry ing  to  improve the  economic

s i tua t ion  o f  the  peop ' le ,  and as  a  consequence he  went  in to  therwhat

they  ca i led  then the  " t rans fer "  bus iness- - the  t ruck ing  bus jness  and

the  tax i  bus iness  tha t  he  deve loped.  He was a  br ick  layer  by  p ro-

fess ion ,  and they  te l l  me he  was a  pre t ty  good one.  He be l ieved

in  o rgan ized labor .  He was very  much jnvo lvea in  tha t .  Dur ing

the  many years  tha t  he  was ou t  o f  the  pro fess ion ,  tha t  he  wasn ' t

bu i ld ing  homes as  a  b r jck ' layer ,  he  main ta ined h is  membersh ip  jn  the

Bricklayers '  Associat ion.  My mother was the type of  woman that had

a lo t  o f  compass ion  fo r  peop le  tha t  sur rounded her .  I 'm speak ing

of  the  ne ighbors .  I  th ink  tha t  tha t  was  probab ly  one o f  the  causes

of  her  death .  She f ina l l y  d ied  o f  a  hear t  p rob lem.  She had had

what  they  ca l led  a t  tha t  t ime doub le  pneumonia .  Genera l ]y ,  when you

got double pneumonia the chances of  your coming out of  i t  were very

poor .  Much o f  her  s ickness  was due to  her  des i re  to  he lp  o ther

people.  They used to get her up at  a l l  hours of  the night when

somebody in the neighborhood became i l l ,  somebody was having a

ch i ld ,  o r  somebody was beat ing  h is  w i fe ,  o r  whatever .  Mother  used

to  be  ca l led  and she used to  ge t  up  there  and t ry  to  he lp  them wi th

whatever pi^oblems they had. She was always involved. She was

concerned for the wel fare and existence of  the people in the neighbor-

hood.  I  th ink  tha t  tha t  in  i t se l f  con t r ibu ted  to  her  death  as  a

very young woman, because she died in her 40s. My father was the

same way. As I  said,  he showed his interest  in the wel fare of  other

peopl  e by becom' ing jnvol  ved ,  not  bei  ng j  nt imi dated or al  I  owed to

be int imjdated or afraid to become involved, to break out of  the
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s i tua t ion  tha t  we had.  Cer ta in ly ,  they  were  qu i te  s t r i c t  w i th

no ques t ion  about  i t .  In  fac t ,  a t  tha t  t ime I  thought  tha t  he

over ly str ict  wi th us.  But when I  grew up and became a man I

rea l i zed  tha t  what  he  had done was cer ta in ly  in  the  r igh t  d i rec t ion .

For  example ,  we l i ved  down there  in  South  E l  Paso a long the  cana l .

Genera l l y  we had l i t t le  gangs  o f  boys  runn ing  around and ge t t ing

in to  t roub le .  Bu t  he  wou ldn ' t  a l l ow tha t  a t  a l l .  I f  he  ever  caugh t

us  even across  the  s t ree t  he  wou ld  g ive  us  a  good horse  wh ipp ing  and

we would never forget i t .  He was very,  very str ict  in that  sense.

Then,  t ry ing  to  b reak  ou t  o f  tha t  s i tua t ion ,  ins tead o f  send ing  f r€ ,

for  example,  to school  c lose to where we l ived, he and my mother

made the  sacr i f i ce  and sent  me to  S t .  Mary 's  Schoo l .  S t .  Mary 's

School  was out of  the South El  Paso distr ict--north of  the t racks.

I t  was very interest ing because at  one t ime mysel f  and another young

man were the only Mexican Americans in that  school .  So we had a

rough t ime. But,  he fmy father]  worked hard and worked long hours.

I  th jnk that  the comb' inat ion of  both my father and my mother-- their

concern wi th the development of  the fam' i1y and the welfare of  people--

had qu i te  an  impress ion  upon me and upon my l i fe .  I t  inc i ted  me

that maybe I  should make some contr ibut ion.

Do you recal l  any exper iences in your elementary school  educat ion

tha t  had  s ign i f i can t  in f luence  in  your  l i f e?

I  th ink that  the fact  that  my parents made the sacr i f ice to send

me to  a  schoo l ,  as  I  sa id ,  nor th  o f  the  t racks  had qu i te  a  b i t  o f

in f luence in  my fu tu re  l i fe ,  because I  th ink  tha t  i t  he lped me to  unders tand

other  peop ' le  and deve lop  in  a reas  wh ich  wou ld  l tave  been ra t l te r  res t i i c l .ed  to  me ' i f

I had stayed in my own area and went to school in my own area. I

U S ,

was



TELLES 3l

M:

T :

don' t  mean to be cr i t ical  of  the schools-  0n the contraryn I  th ink

tha t  we had some good schoo ls .  But  I  th ink  tha t  th is  was,  aga in ,

probably another f i rst ,  another way of  breaking that ice-- to have

the opportuni ty to associate wi th those people that  possibly were

d isc r im ina t ing  aga ins t  us .  L i ke  I  sa id ,  i t  wasn ' t  easy  when I  wen t

to school  at  St .  Mary 's because I  th ink there were only two of  us

who were  Span ' i sh-speak ing .  That  was a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  a  p rob lem there .

I t  qenerated many f ights

Do you recal l  the source of  those f ights?

Wel l ,  the  source  was tha t  my name was Te l les  and I  guess  those

peop le  weren ' t  rea l l y  accus tomed to  be ing  assoc ia ted  w i th  Mex ican

Amer icans .  So one th ing  led  to  another  and be fore  we knew i t ,

why  we were  in  a  back  a11ey hav ing  a  f igh t .  We had many f igh ts .

I  remember I  became involved in s ' inging in the choir  there at  the

Immaculate Concept ion Church, and I  became an al tar  boy there.  I

guess this was part  of  my whole educat ion.  My parents certainly

encouraged me,  pushed me,  in to  those th ings ,  because I  th ink  p robab ly

I  m igh t  no t  have.  When your re  tha t  young you ' re  a  l i t t le  b i t  leary ,

a  l i t t le  b i t  bashfu l ,  backward  in  becoming invo lved.  But  they  d i3 ;

they  pushed and I  became invo lved in  as  many func t ions  as  poss ib le .

I  th ink th is again was in some ways a break that probably my father

was a lso  look ing  fo r - -no t  on ly  g iv ing  us  a  be t te r  educat ion ,  bu t

also that break which he fe ' l t  was needed to open up the way for our

people.  He never bel ieved that because we were of  Mexican ancestry

tha t  we shou ld  be  conf ined to  a  par t i cu la r  smal l  a rea  in  E l  Paso.

He fel t  that  we belonged to the community and we should be a part

o f  the  every  day  l i fe  o f  the  communi ty ,  no t  jus t  in  our  own l i t t le

area .  So I  th ink  tha t  tha t  was  a  very  s ign i f i can t  goa ' | .  My fa ther
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never  sa id  tha t  th is  was i t ,  bu t  look ing  back  I ,m sure  tha t  because

of  h is  invo lvement  in  such th ings  tha t  i t  was  ev ident  tha t  th is  fs

what he was 
' lookinq 

for.

l , r las your father unique, an except ion to the rule in th is community?

I  th ink that  he was very much unique because very few actual ly

prov ided tha t  k ind  o f  leadersh ip .  Many o f  these peop le  fo l lowed

him because he showed these trai ts of  leadership and [was] not

afraid to go ahead. There were others,  of  courseo that developed

too- -o ther  leaders  la te r  on .  But  I  th ink  p r imar i l y  i t  con t r ibu ted

cons iderab ly  to  improv ing  the  s i tua t ion .

Do you have any peisonal  explanat ions of  why your father did not

f i t  dhe norm in the Mexican community?

We' l1o he f i l ted t l ie nrorrn a1" 
- f ight .

In  h is  a t t i t ude ,  i  mean.

H is  a t t i tude ,  as  I  sa id ,  was  tha t  he  fe l t  tha t  there  was no  reason

why the Mexican Americans should be conf ined to a restr icted area

and to  a  res t r i c ted  l i fe ,  as  i t  were ,  in  the  communi ty .  He fe l t

that  as members of  that  community,  we were ent i t led to enjoy

the pr iv i leges and the r ights that  were af forded any other member

of the community.  When he went of f  in business-- I  don' t  remember

because I  wasn ' t  born  ye t - -he  s ta r ted  ou t  th is  t rans fer  bus iness

wi th  a  l i t t le  buggy  and a  horse .  That ' s  the  way he  s ta r ted  ou t .

But  he  was no t  a f ra id  to  venture .  Th is  I  th ink  was impor tan t .  He

was not afraid to venture,  and he went into th is other element which

was no t  a  very  easy  task .  But  he  was w i l l i ng  to  take  a  chance,  he

was  w i l l i ng  to  ven tu re  in to  th i s  new wor ld  as  i t  were ,  and  he  d id .
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M: I  th ink  tha t ' s  ex t reme ' ly  impor tan t  there ,  the  w i1 ' l ingness  to  t ry

something new, to take a chance, to gamble even though you might

fa i l .  t r lha t  i s  the  source  o f  tha t  k ind  o f  va lue  sys tem,  tha t  k ind

of behavior,  that  your father had that he obvious' ly passed on

to you? Do you have any ideas?

I  th ink  th i s  i s  an  ind iv idua l  va lue  tha t  comes  w i th  a  person 's

unders tand ing  o f  the  s i tua t ion- -a  person des i r ing  to  do  someth ing

about  tha t  s i tua t ion .  I  suppose tha t  I  cou ld  have been a  bus iness-

man;  I  suppose I  cou ld  have been a  pro fess iona l  o f  some k ind .  But ,

I  fe l t  tha t  i n  th i s  k ind  o f  bus iness- -po l i t i ca l  bus iness ,  th i s  pub l i c

l ' i fe business--was the way that I  could best contr ibute to that

goa' | ,  and I  th ink that  my father certainly fe ' l t  that  wdy, too.  My

daughter,  for  example,  is  now doing graduate work at  Boston Universi ty.

She 's  hop ing  to  ge t  a  doc tora te  in  C l in ica l  Psycho logy .  She

qraduated from Smith Col lege and now i t 's  going to take f ive years

to  ge t  tha t  doc tora te .  Wel l ,  she 's  been in  the  program about  a

year  and  a  ha l f .  The  po in t  I 'm  ge t t ing  a t  i s  th i s :  I  ac tua l l y

tr ied to discourage my daughter f rom going into that  f ie ld because

I  th ink  i t ' s  a  very  d i f f i cu l t  f ie ld ,  dea l ing  w i th  p rob ' lems o f

peop le .  I ' ve  been th rough i t .  My mother  went  th rough i t .  I  jus t

fe l t  tha t  i t  was  a  t remendous respons ib i l i t y - - i t ' s  no t  the  eas ies t .

So consequent ly,  I  suggested to my daughtern "Why don' t  you go

in to  law? I 'm sure  you cou ld  make a  good lawyer . "  But  her  response

was,  "Daddy,  no .  I  fee l  tha t  in  th is  par t i cu ' la r  p ro fess ion ,  I

can help my people mgcL better.  Af ter  a l l ,  I  feel  very strongly

about that . r r  So whether she inher i ted j t  f rom me or my father or

wkntever ,  she  s t i l l  has  i t .  That ' s  what  she wants  to  do .  So I  sa id ,

T :
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"Honey,  i f  tha t ' s  what  you want  to  do ,  then go  do  i t . "  And tha t ' s

what  she 's  go ing  to  do .  I  hope tha t  someday she '11  be  in  a  pos i t ion

to  do  so .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  in  Bos ton  there 's  very  few peop le

o f  Span ish  ances t ry  who are  ava i lab le  to  he lp  the  Puer to  R icans

tha t  a re  there ,  o r  the  few Span ish  peop le  tha t  a re  there .  So in

add i t ion  to  her  s tud ies  and the  work  tha t  she  has  to  do  in  the

hosp i ta l s  and  a l l  tha t ,  she  has  become qu i te  invo lved  in  he lp ing

th ' i s  g roup o f  Span ish-speak inq  peop le  in  Bos ton .  They ' re  a lways

ca l l ing  on  her  because,  as  I  sa id , there 's  very  few peop ' le  o f

Span ish-speak ing  ex t rac t ion  or  ances t ry  tha t  can  hand le  tha t  s i tua-

t ion .  She 's  ou t  the re ,  somet imes  in  the  m idd le  o f  the  n igh t ,

he lp inc  peop le  in  the  areas  tha t  I  wou ld  very  de f in i te ly  ca l l  no t

very  sa fe .  I  jus t  qu iver  and fear  when I  th ink  about  where  she js .

Bu t ,  tha t ' s  wha t  she  wants  to  do ,  s0 . . .

What about your other daughter?

My o ther  dauqhter  i s  a t  Duke Un ivers i ty .  She 's  in  her  th i rd  year .

I  th ink  she 's  another  young lady  who wants  to  he lp  peop le ,  bu t

she fee ls  tha t  the  area  tha t  she  can bes t  he lp  peop le  i s  in  the

educat ion  f ie ld .  She was do ing  the  same th ing  in  Durham,  Nor th

Caro l ina .  She was he lp inq  teach some Span ish-speak ing  youngsters

Engl ish--youngsters that  were gett ing ready to qo to school  and

[whose]  p ro f i c iency  in  the  Eng ' l i sh ' language was very  poor .  So,

she became invo lved in  tha t .  I 'm very  p roud o f  them because o f

the i r  des i re  to  he lp  human be inqs ,  to  he lp  o ther  peop le .  I  doubt ,

l i ke  in  my case,  they '11  ever  be  r i ch  o r  wea l thy .  I  cer ta in ly  have

never  accumula ted  any  k ind  o f  a  fo r tune or  wea l th ,  bu t  I  th ink  tha t
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the  sa t is fac t ion  tha t  comes w i th  th is  who le  th ing  is  cer ta in ly

someth ing  tha t  to  me is  very  va luab le .  So tha t ' s  jus t  why  I  sa id

what  I  d id  a  few minutes  ago- - tha t  i f  I  had  to  do  i t  over  aqa in  I

wou ld  do  the  same th inq ,  except  poss ib ly  in tens j fy  my e f fo r ts .

S i r ,  le t  me ask  you a  ques t ion  or  two about  one f ina l  top ic .  A t

an ear ly age did you fee' l  a need to achieve? Was that part  of

your own behavior?

Cer ta in ly  I  th ink  tha t  every  ind iv idua l  has  a  cer ta in  des ' i re  to

ach ieve ,  a  cer ta in  des i re  to  succeed.  Somet imes an  ind iv idua l

w i l l  se t  h is  ob jec t ives  to  do  two th ings :  no t  on ly  to  reach h is

own goa ls  o r  h is  des i re  fo r  p rominence in  any  par t i cu la r  f ie ld ,

bu to  second ly  and probab ly  most  impor tan t ly ,  he  fee ls  s t rong ' l y

enough about  j t - -and doesn ' t  care  about  becoming r i ch  o r  wea l thy- -

that  he can contr ibute considerably to the wel fare of  other people

who can ' t  he lp  themse lves .  So  I  th ink  tha t  i s  qu i te  an  incen t i ve

for anyone that rea1ly wants to become involved.

In  connect ion  w i th  th is  ques t ion ,  one o f ten  hears  f rom Ang lo

Amer icans ,  as  an  exp lanat ion  fo r  Mex ican Amer icans  who have qone

on to  ach ieve  impor tan t  pos ' i t ions ,  tha t  the  reason they  have is

because they  have ass imi la ted  in to  the  Ang lo  Amer ican way o f  l i fe

to  a  s iqn i f i can t  degree.  In  tha t  they  f ind  the  reason fo r  the

successand they  t ie  i t  w i th  some o f  the  va lues  tha t  a re  popu ' la r ly

assoc ia ted  w i th  Anq lo  Amer icans- - the  Pur i tan  e th ico  the  work  e th ic ,

fo r  example .  What  a re  your  fee l ings  about  tha t  exp lanat ion  in  v iew

of your own exper ience?

I  th ink  very  de f in i te ly  tha t  you  have

in what you would consider " the other

to  ass im i la te  up  to  a  degree ,

35
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l i f e . "  I  th ink  you  lqye  to
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M:

i f  you ' re  go ing  to  have any  k ind  o f  success  or  ach ieve  your  goa ls ;

there 's  no  ques t ion .  By  the  same token,  tha t  doesn ' t  mean tha t  you

can qo along without recogniz inq where you came from, who you are

and certainly be proud of  your cul ture,  your history as a member

o f  a  race ,  o r  an  e thn ic  q roup or  whatever  you want  to  ca l l  i t .  I

t h ink  tha t ' s  ve ry  impor tan t .  I  th ink  the  ab i l j t y  to  ass im i la te ,

but at  the same t ime being able to appreciate where you came from

and who you real ' ly  are,  [ ' is ]  very ' important.

Is  there  enouqh in  our  her i taqe,  in  our  background, in  the  Mex ' i can

cu l tu re  tha t  p rov ' ides  a  s iqn i f i can t  in f luence fo r  ind iv idua ls  to

deve lop  a  need to  ach ieve- -an  a t t i tude  o f  deve lop ing  work  hab ' i t s

that put one on the track toward that achievement aside from the

inf luence that one qets f rom the Anglo American soc' iety? What

I 'm qe t t inq  a t  here  is  tha t  many Ang lo  Amer icans  pu t  the  b lame

on the  Mex jcans  themse lves  fo r  no t  be jng  w i l l i ng  to  take  on  va lues

of the Anqlo American society,and they assume that in the Mexican

soc ie ty  the  work  e th ic  i s  no t  as  p reva len t  as  i t  i s  in  the  Ang ' lo

American society.  What are your fee' l ings about that?

I  th ink  tha t  I  can  unders tand what  they ' re  t ry ing  to  ge t  a t .

Aga in ,  go ing  back  to  the  ass imi la t ion ,  I  th ink  tha t  you  have to

ass ' im i la te .  But  by  the  same token,  I  th ink  tha t  i t  i s  very  im-

portant to recognize the fact  that  you do have a background, a

cu l tu re  and a  h is to ry  tha t  you  can be  proud o f  w i thout  negat ino

the fact  that  you come from that.  To get back to your quest ion,

I  th ink  i t  i s  no t  so  much  the  fac t  tha t  i t  i s  ou r  fau l t .  I  th ink

that the fact  is  that  over the years when you consider the fact

tha t  th is  count ry  w i l l  be  200 years  o ld  nex t  year ,  the  ex is tence

of  our  e thn ic  g roup- - the  ex is tence o f  what  I  wou ld  ca l l  an  ass imi la ted
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Span ish  ances t ry  in to  the  preva i l jng  wor ld  o f  the  Ang lo- - ' i s  new.

I  th ink that  you have to conslder the fact  that  other than those

that came to Texas-- for  example,  l ike my great-great-grandparents

that came from Spain--most of  the people that  have come, have come

from the south--Mdxico.  I t 's  been very dj f f icul t  for  them to

ass imi la te ,  no t  on ly  because o f  the  language bamier  bu t  because

of  cus toms and ideas  and methods  o f  do inq  th ' inqs .  But  I  th ink

tha t  bas ica l l y  there  are  two th inqs  tha t  we have to  do :  I  th ink

that we have to become much more involved in the every day l i fe of

our  communi t ies ;  in  o ther  words ,  par t i c ipa te  more  in  improv ing

the  l i v ing  cond i t ions  o f  our  communi t ies .  I  th ink  tha t  we have

to  become invo lved in  the  po l i t i ca l  l i fe  o f  th is  count ry ,  no t  on ly

as  vo ters  and campaiqners ,  bu t  a lso  as  po l i t i ca l  cand ' ida tes .  I

th ink  tha t  tha t ' s  very  impor tan t .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t :  eVeh i f  we

don ' t  become cand ida tes ,  I  th ink  tha t  a  cand ida te  o f  X-name recog-

n izes  tha t  there  is  a  po ten t ia l  vo t ' ing  power  in  a  cer ta in  g roup.

That  in  i t se l f  w i l l  tend  to  improve the  l i fe  o f  tha t  par t i cu la r

group.  So I  th ink  i t ' s  very  impor tan t  tha t  we shou ld  become in -

vo lved.  I  th ink  tha t  i t ' s  very  impor tan t  tha t  we shou ld  become

invo lved in  the  economic  l j fe  o f  the  communi ty .  In  o ther  words ,

become more involved and part ic ipate in business-- in the economy

of  our  every  day  1 i fe .  But  one fac to r  wh ich  is  very  impor tan t  and

I th ink developed af ter  World l^ lar  I I  is  educat ion.  We have to

encourage and do whatever we can to help our people,  part icu ' lar ' ly

our  ch i ld ren ;  to  ge t  the  bes t  educat ion  poss ib le .  The oppor tun i t ies

cou ld  be  many,  bu t  i f  you ' re  no t  p repared and you ' re  no t  qua l i f ied ,

then there 's  no th ing  you can do  about  i t .  So  I  th ink  very  de f in i te ' l y

they have to have their  educat ion;  I  th ink they have to have
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par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  every  day  l i fe  o f  our  communi ty ,  invo lv ing

not  on ly  c iv ic  oppor tun i t ies  bu t  a lso  economic  oppor tun i t ies .  Look

back as far  as UTEP. When I  was a youngster when I  started goino

to UTEP, the number of  Mexican Americans at tending the Universi ty

were a handful ;  there were not too many. Look at  j t  today: I

don ' t  know,  bu t  o f f  hand I  wou ld  guess  tha t  p robab ly  50% of  the

students are Mexican Americans.

35% to 40%.M:

T : You .see ,  tha t ' s  a  p re t t y  s ign i f i can t  number .

War I  I .  .  .we don ' t  I  i  ke wars and we don ' t  I  i  ke

a t  t imes,  bu t  I  th ink  tha t  in  many cases  wars

tr ibut ion to the betterment of  certain groups.

I  th ink  tha t  ldor ld

the  resu l ts  o f  wars

have made some con-

And I  th ink  tha t

M:

lhat  was an opportun' i ty for  us to improve.

Jus t  th i s  ques t ion  tha t  in t r igues  me,  and  I ' ve  been  ask ing  the

other  in te rv iewees about  i t .  Do you th ink  tha t  there  is  any th ino

in the Mexican cul ture,  in the Mexican value system that impedes

the development of  a posi t ive at t i tude toward hard work and progress?

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  so .  I  th ink  tha t  tha t ' s  jus t  a  s to r "y  because

I  don ' t  ag ree  w i th  tha t ,  espec ia l l y  in  the  younger  genera t ion .  I 'm

speaking of  my own generat ion.  Pr ior  to that  I  would say that the

major i t y  o f  peop le ,  l i ke  I  sa id  be fore ,  came f rom Mdx ico .  I  suppose

that those people that  came from over there f rom a di f ferent cul ture,

a  d i f fe ren t ' idea  o f  how to  approach a  s i tua t ion  or  so lve  a  p rob ' lem

might have given people the idea that they were people of  not  too

much concern  or  easy  l i v ing  and so  fo r th .  But  I  th ink  tha t  cer ta in ly

' in my generat ' ion,  and I  know in your generat ion,  for  example,  I

th ink  you '1 . |  f i nd  th i s  d i f fe ren t .  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  the  fac t  tha t

you come from Mexjcan ancestors has anythinq to do with whether or

T :
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T .

not you succeed or whether or not you have the energy or the

des i re  o r  the  w i l l i ngness  to  push  ahead ,  i f  tha t ' s  wha t  you  mean.

I  don ' t  th ink  the re  i s .  I  f i nd ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  in  the  young  peop le

today, [ that ]  they're just  as hard working or probably more hard

work ing  and more  des i rous  o f  succeed ing  than peop le  o f  o ther  e thn ic

groups .

There is a stereotype from the Anqlo s ide of  i t .

Unfortunately.  They stereotype the so-cal led Mexican showing him

s i t t i ng  in  the  co rner  w i th  a  b ig  ha t  over  h is  head .  Tha t ' s  no t

fa i r  because  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  even  a t  tha t  t ime . . . i t  wasn ' t  the

fact  that  the Mexican, because he came from MdxiCo,was lazy or

had no  des i re  o r  ambi t ion .  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  tha t  was  i t .  i

th ink  tha t  he  was res t r i c ted  by  a  d i f fe ren t  cu l tu re ,  by  a  d i f fe ren t

language,  by  coming in to  a  d i f fe ren t  s i tua t ion ,  a  d i f fe ren t  se t t ing

o f  c i rcumstances .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  what  i t  was .  But  I  th ink  tha t

as  our  young peop le  ass imi la te  w i thout  fo rge t t ing  the i r  ances t ryo

wi thout  fo rge t t ing  the i r  cu l tu re  and the i r  h is to ry  tha t  more  and

more every day the amb' i t ions and the qoals and the methods of

approach and the energy put into i t  are the same as anybody e1se.

I ' l l  make a  pred ic t ion  here ;  whether  i t ' s  a  good one or  a  bad one

I  don ' t  know.  I  th ink  tha t  we  have  come a ' long  way  in  the  po l i t i ca l

f ie ld.  As you know, today we have two Mexican Americans as Governors

of two states--Jerry Apodaca in New Mexico and Radl Castro in Ar izona.

We have many,  many '  many peop le  in  po l i t i ca l  l i fe  in  many communi t ies .

I foresee many more members of Congress here in the next few years.

l , r le don' t  have enough; we should have many more by now. But what I 'm

get t ino  to  now in  the  pred ic t ion- - I  hope you don ' t  laugh a t  me- -
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M:

I  wou ldn ' t  be  surpr ised  a t  a l l  i f  in  the  nex t  admin is t ra t ion

(nat ' ional  administrat ion) that  we may have a member of  the Cabinet

o f  Span ish  ances t ry .  I  th ink  i t ' s  t ime.  I  th ink  we have the  e le -

ment.  I  th ink t , t le have the exper ienced and qual i f ied people now

that we can look to.  When I  started out back as a County Clerk,

tha t  was  l i ke  reach ing  fo r  the  moon.  Reach ing  fo r  the  Mayor 's

of f ice was l jke reaching for the moon. To be Ambassador was qui te

an accompl ishment,  not  just  to me but to the other Ambassadors of

Span ish  ances t ryo  ConQressmen,  and so  fo r th .  What  I 'm t ry ing  to

i l lus t ra te  to  you [ i s ]  tha t  we have come a  long way and we ' re  no t

ind i f fe ren t  o r  lazy  as  some peop le  wou ld  l i ke  to  p ic tu re  us  or

stereotype us.  I  th ink that  m$h has been accomp'f  ished. J woul  dn' t

be  surpr ised  a t  a l l  [ t f ra t ]  in  the  nex t  Cab ine t  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f

a  Span ish-speak ing  member  i s  very  rea l .  Whether  tha t ' s  impor tan t

o r  no t ,  I  don ' t  know.

I t ' s  very  impor tan t  to  have a  person tha t  h igh .

But  the  fac t  i s  tha t  we measure ,  a  lo t  o f  t imes,  no t  on ly  the

success  o f  an  ind iv idua l  o r  o f  peop le  and cer ta in ly  we measure  the

ass imi la t ion  and the  acceptance o f  peop le  on  those te rms whether  we

l i ke  i t  o r  no t - - in  te rms  o f  po l i t i ca l  l i f e ,  i n  te rms  o f  the  economic

l i fe  and  indus t r ja l  l i f e  o f  a  coun t ry ,  fo r  example .  So ,  as  I  sa id ,

I  know peop ' le  w ' i l l  p robab ly  lauoh a t  me and th ink  tha t  I 'm day-

d reaming ,  bu t  I  th ink  l IqL ' i s  poss ib le .

What Department would you venture to say that person would occupy?

Wel l ,  i t  wou ld  be  very  d ' i f f i cu l t .  I  th ink  i t  wou ld  a l l  depend

upon the  c i rcumstances ,  on  the  s i tua t ion ,  on  the  ind iv idua l ,  on  the

Pres ident .  But  cer ta in ly  one tha t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  see,  o f  course ,
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would  be  HUD or  poss ib ly  HEW, even thor iqh  HEW is  the  la rges t ;

bu t  why  no t  th ink  in  te rms o f  the  most  impor tan t?  But  ser ious ly ,

I  hones t ly  be l ieve  tha t  tha t ' s  poss ib le .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  coming

because  I  th ink  i t ' s  t ime .  I  th ink  tha t  ou r  peop le  have  deve loped

to  tha t  po in t  where  I  th ink  cons idera t ion  shou ld  be  g fven to  tha t ,

whether i t 's  important or not. .or  t l rat  ' important.  Maybe some

peop le  may  no t  th ink  so ,  bu t  I  th ink  i t  i s  because  i t ' s  a  s ign

o f  p rogress ;  i t ' s  a  s ign  o f  improvement ;  i t ' s  a  s ign  no t  on ly  o f

acceptance but of  acceptance of  our qual i f icat ions,  acceptance of

our  po ten t ia l  and acceptance o f  our  capab i l i t ies .  Th is  i s  what

M:

T :

I  th ink  i s  a lso  very  impor tan t .

Thank you very much, Cornmissioner Tel les,

and  s t imu la t ing  d iscuss ion .  Hope fu l l y  we

v iew a t  a  fu tu re  t ime.

Mr.  Mart{nez, you know that i t 's  a lways a

s i t t i ng  here  and  cha t t ing  w i th  you .  I 'm

for a very interest ing

can cont inue th is  in te r -

pl  ea sure. I ' ve  en joyed

not  so  sure  tha t  I ' ve

given you what you want or whether I  have real1y been art iculate

enough to prov' ide you with the informat ion that you're seeking;

bu t  ce r ta in ly  in  the  fu tu re ,  i f  I  can  be  o f  add i t i ona ' l  he1p ,  I ' l l

be  more  than happy to  ob l ige .

M:  Be l ' ieve  me,  th is  i s  very  va luab le  in fo rmat ion  tha t  you 've  g ' i ven  me.

Thank you.
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