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Biography  
 
Thomas Ira Cook, a professor and writer, was born on March 31, 1907 in Suffolk 
England. He graduated from the London School of Economics with a BS in Economics 
in 1928 and received his Ph.D. from Columbia University in 1937. He taught political 
theory at Johns Hopkins University, the University of Chicago, the University of 
California, and at UTEP (1966 – 1976). He published four books and wrote and 
contributed to many articles on political theory. Cook passed away on August 10, 1976.  
 
[Source: https://prabook.com/web/thomas_ira.cook/1106288, accessed April 27, 2020] 

  

Series Description or Arrangement 
 
These papers are minimally processed.  

 

Scope and Content Notes 
 
The Thomas Ira Cook papers date circa 1920 – 1976. Types of records include 
correspondence, course materials, articles, and manuscripts. These materials help 
document Dr. Cook’s career and research interests.  

 
Provenance Statement 
 
Donated by Thomas Ira Cook in November 1974; additional materials donated by his 
sister Hilda White in June 2010. 

 
Restrictions 
 
None. 

 
Literary Rights Statement 
 
Permission to publish material from these papers must be obtained from the C. L. 
Sonnichsen Special Collections Department, the University of Texas at El Paso Library. 
Citation should read, Thomas Ira Cook papers, MS222, C. L. Sonnichsen Special 
Collections Department, the University of Texas at El Paso Library. 

 

https://prabook.com/web/thomas_ira.cook/1106288
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Notes to the Researcher 
 
See also: 
 
UTEP collection, MS001 
 

Container List 
 

BOX  Folder  Title Date: 

1 1 Dr. Cook's vita  

1 2 Correspondence Incoming A  

1 3 Correspondence Incoming B-Be  

1 4 Correspondence Incoming Bf-Bz  

1 5 Correspondence Incoming Ca-Cp  

1 6 Correspondence Incoming Co-Cz  

1 7 Correspondence Incoming Da-Di  

1 8 Correspondence Incoming Do-Dz  

1 9 Correspondence Incoming E  

1 10 Correspondence Incoming Elliot-Ewing  

1 11 Correspondence Incoming F  

1 12 Correspondence Incoming G  

1 13 Correspondene Incoming Gomez- 
Gyorgy 

 

1 14 Correspondence Incoming H  

1 15 Correspondence Incoming Hesburgh- 
Humphrey 

 

1 16 Correspondence Incoming I  

1 17 Correspondence Incoming J  

1 18 Correspondence Incoming K (1 of 2)  

1 19 Correspondence  Incoming K (2 of 2)  

1 20 Correspondence Incoming, Henry S. 
Kariel 

 

1 21 Correspondence Incoming L  

1 22 Correspondence Incoming Lewis- Bob 
Lynd 

 

2 1 Correspondence Incoming Milton- Lewis  

2 2 Correspondence Incoming M  

2 3 Correspondence Incoming Mauck-Miles  

2 4 Correspondence Incoming Miller-Myers  

2 5 Correspondence Incoming Mc  

2 6 Correspondence Incoming N  

2 7 Correspondence Incoming O  

2 8 Correspondence Incoming P  

2 9 Correspondence Incoming Rogers-  
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Pennock 

2 10 Correspondence P  

2 11 Correspondence Incoming Prentice Hall 
Inc. 

 

2 12 Correspondence Incoming Q  

2 13 Correspondence Incoming R (1 of 2)  

2 14 Correspondence Incoming R (2 of 2)  

2 15 Correspondence Incoming Ringhart 
Putnam 

 

2 16 Correspondence Incoming Rivera- 
Rodee 

 

2 17 Correspondence Incoming Roure-Riyer  

2 18 Correspondence Incoming Sa-Sc  

2 19 Correspondence Incoming Sc-Scott  

2 20 Correspondence Incoming Se-Snz  

2 21 Correspondence Incoming Sn  

2 22 Correspondence Incoming So- Sz  

2 23 Correspondence Incoming Stokes- 
Spachner 

 

2 24 Correspondence Incoming T  

3 1 Correspondence Incoming U/V  

3 2 Correspondence Incoming W  

3 3 Correspondence Incoming Wadleigh- 
White 

 

3 4 Correspondence Incoming White- Wilson  

3 5 Correspondence Incoming X- Z  

3 6 English friends  

3 7 Contracts  

3 8 First names only  

3 9 Names?  

3 10 Dr. Cook’s sponsorship  

3 11 Incoming Goggin- TX Standards 
Teacher/ Ed 

 

3 12 Outgoing Correspondence  1973 (1 of 2) 

3 13 Outgoing Correspondence  1973 (2 of 2) 

3 14 Outgoing Correspondence  1972 

3 15 Outgoing Correspondence  1971 (1 of 3) 

3 16 Outgoing Correspondence  1971 (2 of 3) 

3 17 Outgoing Correspondence  1971 (3 of 3) 

3 18 Outgoing Correspondence  1970 

3 19 Outgoing Correspondence  1969 

3 20 Outgoing Correspondence  1968 

3 21 Outgoing Correspondence  1967 

3 22 Outgoing Correspondence  1966 

3 23 Outgoing Correspondence  1965 



5 

 

3 24 Outgoing Correspondence  1964 

3 25 Outgoing Correspondence  1963 

4 1 Outgoing Correspondence  1962 

4 2 Outgoing Correspondence  1961 

4 3 Outgoing Correspondence  1960 

4 4 Outgoing Correspondence  1959 

4 5 Outgoing Correspondence  1958 

4 6 Outgoing Correspondence  1957 

4 7 Outgoing Correspondence  1954 

4 8 Outgoing Correspondence  1953 

4 9 Outgoing Correspondence  1952 

4 10 Outgoing Correspondence  1951 

4 11 Outgoing Correspondence  1950 

4 12 Outgoing Correspondence  1940 

4 13 Correspondence by Cook (Travel, misc.) 1967  

4 14 International Political Science Association  

4 15 Social-Science Research Council: Grant 
Application 

 

4 16 The Robert A. Taft Institute of 
Government 

 

4 17 Southwest Social Science Association  

4 18 Conference of British Studies  

4 19 Phi Beta Kappa  

4 20 American Association of University 
Professors 

1 of 2 

4 21 American Association of University 
Professors 

2 of 2 

4 22 Newsletters: American Association of 
University Professors 

1 of 2 

4 23 Newsletters: American Association of 
University Professors 

2 of 2 

4 24 Jack H. Powell Memorial Collection Fund 1 of 2 

4 25 Jack H. Powell Memorial Collection Fund 2 of 2 

4 26 American Society for Political & Legal 
Philosophy 

 

4 27 Amintaphil  

4 28 Books given to Library  

4 29 Proposed Revision- Constitution & By-
laws of Faculty Government (UTEP) 

 

4 30 Rocky Mountain Social Science 
Association  & A.P.S.A. Memberships 
Cancelled  

January 12, 
1972 and 
December 28, 
1971 

4 31 Politics Library  

4 32 T.A.C.T. Bulletin- Membership Cancelled  September 25, 
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1972 

4 33 Conference for the Study of Political 
Thought 

 

4 34 University of Washington  

4 35 American Civil Liberties Union  

4 36 The Mill’s Newsletter  

5 1 University of Washington- Resignation  

5 2 Course outlines  

5 3 J.H. Departmental and Misc.  

5 4 Graduate essays  

5 5 J.H. Students dissertations in progress 
[RESTRICTED] 

 

5 6 Processed Graduate Registration  

5 7 Incoming Correspondence 1958 

5 8 Examinations  

5 9 Outline of Courses  

5 10 Nature and Basis of the State  

5 11 Studies in Burke & His Time  

5 12 Castillo, Marie E.  

5 13 1966-1967  

5 14 Special Lectures  

5 15 Bibliography  

5 16 1776 Bibliography  

5 17 Draft of a Book Sent by a Friend  

5 18 Bibliographies- Foreign Policy & New 
Conservatism 

 

5 19 Bibliographies (1 of 2) 

5 20 Bibliographies (2 of 2) 

5 21 Study in British History and Culture  

5 22 Anarchism  

5 23 Political Theory 1800-1968  

5 24 Purpose of the State  

5 25 Political Propaganda (1 of 2) 

5 26 Political Propaganda (2 of 2) 

5 27 Johns Hopkins University  

5 28 Research  

5 29 Outgoing Correspondence  1950-1951 

5 30 Outgoing Correspondence  1952 

5 31 Outgoing Correspondence  Jan-May 1953 

5 32 Outgoing Correspondence  1954 

6 1 Outgoing Correspondence  June-Dec 1953 

6 2 Outgoing Correspondence  1955 

6 3 Outgoing Correspondence  1956 

6 4 Outgoing Correspondence  1957 

6 5 Outgoing Correspondence  1958 
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6 6 Outgoing Correspondence  1959 

6 7 Outgoing Correspondence  Undated 

6 8 Incoming Correspondence  

6 9 Lectures  

6 10 Lectures  

6 11 Lectures  

6 12 Lectures  

6 13 Lectures: Heritage  

6 14 Book Reviews, Cuttings, Lectures  

6 15 Book Reviews, Cuttings, Lectures  

6 16 Syllabus of Lectures- Johns Hopkins 
Univ. 

 

6 17 Comments on Literature  

6 18 Dr. Cook's Political Theory  

6 19 Cook Interpretation of Western Political 
Ideas 

 

6 20 Dr. Cook's address book [RESTRICTED]  

6 21 The Whig State by Newton Howard  

6 22 Lecture Notes  

6 23 Book Reviews  

6 24 Lecture: “The Triumph of the West”  

6 25 Conservatism Redefined and Restated  

6 26 Viereck Revisited:  “Search of Continuity 

& Values” 

 

6 27 The Victorian Critics  

6 28 Reflections on Responsibility: In 
Response to Professor Frank Knight 

 

6 29 “How Can We Justify Democracy?”  

6 30 The Basis of Political Responsibility  

6 31 Plato's Political Philosophy  

6 32 Corporation & Due Process of Law:  
Private Regulation in the Public Interest 

 

6 33 Politics as a Science in the United States  

6 34 The Phenomenology of Social Rights  

6 35 Statesman: Philosopher/ King & Govt. 
Under Law 

 

6 36 Ends of the State  

6 37 Power, Sovereignty and Value: 
Jouvenel's Search & Solution 

 

6 38 The Decline of American Political Culture  

6 39 Reflections: Political Theorist on the 
Present Campaign 

 

6 40 The Political Philosophy of Bertrand 
Russell 

 

6 41 The Idea of a University  
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6 42 Religion in Public Life  

6 43 The New Conservatism  

6 44 Public Art  

6 45 Liberty: Three Kinds  

6 46 The Political Responsibility  

6 47 Freedom of the Will & Social Freedom  

6 48 Jouvenel's Concerns  

6 49 John Stuart Mill's “On Liberty”  

7 1 Plato and Aristotle  

7 2 Machiavelli  

7 3 Aristotle & Roman Law  

7 4 Aristocracy as a Historical Phenomenon  

7 5 Concepts of Universe & Attitudes to 
Public Affairs 

 

7 6 Events of 1776  

7 7 American Government (U.S.A.)  

7 8 Equality  

7 9 De Tocqueville  

7 10 Ideals, 18th Century contrasted with 19th 
Century 

 

7 11 Limitations of Greek Political Thought:  
Plato & Aristotle 

 

7 12 Nature of Political Theory  

7 13 Bibliography  

7 14 Communist Manifesto  

7 15 Read-ups for C.C. Columbia  

7 16 Projected Book on Dynamic Harmony  

7 17 De Maistre & Auguste Comte  

7 18 Transcript of Lecture Notes  

7 19 Utilitarianism  

7 20 Marx  

7 21 Georges Sorel  

7 22 Physiocrats  

7 23 John Stuart Mill  

7 24 John Austin  

7 25 Jeremy Bentham  

7 26 Whig State in 18th Century  

7 27 19th Century England's Political Thought  

7 28 History of Political Thought- Bibliography 
& Old Notes 

 

7 29 Political Theory Course/ Student Notes  

7 30 Functions of the State  

7 31 Machiavelli  

7 32 Civil Disobedience  

7 33 Origins of the State  
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7 34 Political Obligation  

7 35 Rights  

7 36 Consent  

7 37 Forms of Government  

7 38 Group Minds  

7 39 Nature of Law  

7 40 Sovereignty  

7 41 State and Government  

7 42 State and Groups  

7 43 Political Science- Methodology  

7 44 Political Theory- Assumptions  

7 45 Theory of Liberty  

7 46 Bluntschli  

7 47 Natural Law Doctrine & Positivistic 
Criticism 

 

7 48 Absence of American Socialism  

7 49 Jefferson  

7 50 John Taylor  

7 51 On Property  

8 1 Limits & Limitations of Freedom 
Expression 

 

8 2 Freedom  

8 3 Cook Lecture: "The Triumph of the West"  

8 4 Conservatism  

8 5 Locke - On Property  

8 6 Jurisprudence (1 of 2) 

8 7 Jurisprudence (2 of 2) 

8 8 Democracy  

8 9 Modern Political Theory  

8 10 Calhoun  

8 11 Henry George  

8 12 Giorgio Del Vecchio (1 of 2) 

8 13 Giorgio Del Vecchio (2 of 2) 

8 14 Democracy- Draft of Work (1 of 2) 

8 15 Democracy- Draft of Work (2 of 2) 

8 16 Machiavelli  

8 17 Burke  

8 18 Charles I  

8 19 Conservation Reaction & Criticism of 
Democracy 

 

8 20 John Stuart Mill  

8 21 Pluralism  

8 22 Hebert Spencer  

8 23 State and Superman  

8 24 Karl Marx  
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8 25 British Neo-Idealism  

8 26 Socialism: Non-Marxism and Post-
Marxian 

 

8 27 Georges Sorel  

8 28 Communism From Lenin to Stalin  

8 29 Fascism & Nazism  

8 30 The Problems of World Order  

8 31 Conclusions  

8 32 Beyond Positivism  

8 33 Roman Political Thought  

8 34 The Political Contribution of Christianity  

8 35 Political Theory of the Middle Ages  

8 36 The Breakdown of Medieval Unity (1 of 2) 

8 37 The Breakdown of Medieval Unity (2 of 2) 

8 38 The Reformation- Luther/Calvin (1 of 2) 

8 39 The Reformation- Luther/Calvin (2 of 2) 

8 40 The Emergence of the Nation State  

8 41 The Age of Reason  

8 42 Transition to the 19th Century  

8 43 Early 19th-Century Socialism  

8 44 Introduction  

8 45 Greek Political Thought  

8 46 Montesquieu  

8 47 Hobbes  

8 48 Jean Jacques Rousseau  

9 1 Plato (1 of 2) 

9 2 Plato: King & Govt. under Law (2 of 2) 

9 3 Aristotle  

9 4 Hegel  

9 5 The Review of Politics  

9 6 Fichte  

9 7 Kant  

9 8 American Theory  

9 9 Personal Correspondence  

9 10 Reviews- essay on freedom  

9 11 Reviews by Dr. Cook (1 of 2) 

9 12 Reviews by Dr. Cook (2 of 2) 

9 13 Book Reviews (1 of 2) 

9 14 Book Reviews (2 of 2) 

9 15 Reviews  

9 16 Reviews  

9 17 Reviews  

9 18 Articles  

9 19 Articles  

9 20 Articles  
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9 21 Articles  

9 22 Offprints (on side) 

9 23 Dr. Cook's Manuscript (1 of 2) 

9 24 Dr. Cook's Manuscript (2 of 2) 

9 25 Article Reprints  

9 26 Anne’s Letters to Tommy 1961-1962 

9 27 Tommy’s letters to Anne 1961 

9 28 Correspondence between Tommy & 
Anne 

1961-1969 

9 29 Various Correspondence 1953-1975 

9 30 Tommy’s Letters to Anne No dates 

9 31 Unfinished and Unpublished Pieces  

10 1 Analysis by Stuart A. Lilie (1 of 2) 

10 2 Analysis by Stuart A. Lilie (2 of 2) 

10 3 Essay by Louis T. Carson Jr. 1971 

10 4 Thesis by Timothy Fuller  

10 5 Paperback notebook   

10 6 Notebooks: From  Dr. Cook's School 
Years (14) 

 

10  Outgoing  Correspondence  1940 

10  Correspondence by Cook   

10  Roman Republic  
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