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Biography  
 
Rabbi Floyd Fierman (1916 – 1989) was an El Paso rabbi, teacher, and prolific writer of 
southwestern Jewish history. Born in Ohio, he graduated from John Carroll University 
and Hebrew Union College. He was ordained in 1945. Rabbi Fierman taught in 
Pennsylvania and earned his PhD in 1949 from the University of Pittsburgh. 
 
In 1949, Rabbi Fierman moved to El Paso and became the rabbi of Temple Mt. Sinai. 
After his retirement in 1979, he held the position of rabbi emeritus and resident scholar 
at Temple Mt. Sinai. Rabbi Fierman was also a visiting lecturer in philosophy at the 
University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP). He founded the El Paso Jewish Historical 
Society in 1980 and was active in the National Conference of Christians and Jews. 
Rabbi Fierman’s publications include: Roots and Boots: from Crypto-Jew in New Spain 
to Community Leader in the American Southwest (1987); Guts and Ruts: the Jewish 
Pioneer on the Trail in the American Southwest (1985); Insights and Hindsights of Some 
El Paso Jewish Families (1983); and The Schwartz Family of El Paso: the Story of a 
Pioneer Jewish Family in the Southwest (1980).  
 
He was married to Edythe Beren and they had two children, Leslie and Gordon.  
 
[Sources: https://jewishelpaso.org/history-overflow, 
http://collections.americanjewisharchives.org/ms/ms0649/ms0649.html, accessed April 
29, 2020]. 
 
 
 

Series Description or Arrangement 

 

This collection is minimally processed. Files are primarily in alphabetical order.  
 

Scope and Content Notes 

 

The Rabbi Floyd Fierman collection, MS266, dates circa 1920 – 1989. Primarily 
consists of topical files (photocopied material) with correspondence, articles, and notes 
about subjects, organizations, families, and individuals in southwestern and 
southwestern Jewish history. Also includes biographical information about Rabbi 
Fierman, publications, and photographs and negatives of Sheldon Ranch.   
 

 
 

https://jewishelpaso.org/history-overflow
http://collections.americanjewisharchives.org/ms/ms0649/ms0649.html
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Provenance Statement 

 

Photocopies of his personal papers received from the University of Arizona, May 2010. 
Small Accrual of 4 Pamphlets added 1/22/2024, added to end of box 15. 
 

Restrictions 

 

None.  
 

Literary Rights Statement 

 
Permission to publish material from this collection must be obtained from the C. L. 
Sonnichsen Special Collections Department, the University of Texas at El Paso Library. 
Citation should read, Rabbi Floyd Fierman collection, MS266, C. L. Sonnichsen Special 
Collections Department, the University of Texas at El Paso Library. 
 

Notes to the Researcher 

 

Copies of Rabbi Fierman’s papers from the University of Arizona do not seem to be 
complete.   
 
See also: 
 
Floyd Fierman papers, No. 649, American Jewish Archives 
 
Papers of Floyd S. Fierman, SJA003, Southwest Jewish Archives, University of Arizona 
 
Books by Floyd Fierman  
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Container List 
 

Box Folder Title or Description Dates 

1 1 Biographical Information February 15, 1989 

1 2 Photo and Negatives of Sheldon Ranch  1920 

1 3 Biblical Archaeology Review Vol. XII No. 5 September/October 
1986 

1 4 The El Paso Jewish Historical Review Vol. 
IV No. 1 

February 1987 

1 5 “Abraham N. Franzblau: Revolutionary 
Jewish Educator” by Floyd S. Fierman, in 
The El Paso Jewish Historical Review 

January 1988 

2 1 Altshool, Janet  

2 2 Alvarez Papers  

2 3 Amberg Family   

2 4 Amberg, Jacob  

2 5 Anti Defamation League (A.D.L.)   

2 6 Anti-semitism in New Mexico  

2 7 APPEL, ALVN   

2 8 Banking—New Mexico  

2 9 Albert, Harold  

2 10 Albuquerque- Pioneer Jews N.M   

2 11 Bauman  

2 12 Bellman, Samuel New Mexico Land 
Transactions 

 

2 13 Bergman Rabbi Moise  

2 14 Benadillo Mercantile  

2 15 Bernstein, Morris J.  

2 16 Beuthner, Solomon   

2 17 Bibo, Arthur  

2 18 Bibo, Chara  

2 19 Bibo, Nathan (1 of 2)  

2 20 Bibo, Nathan (2 of 2)  

2 21 Bibo, Solomon  

2 22 Bibo Family  

3 1 Blackmore, William  

3 2 Bloom, Rolfi Herbert Albuquerque  

3 3 Blun Brothers ( Las Cruces)  

3 4 B’Mai B’rith  

3 5 B’nai Shalom Havarah Taos, N.M.  

3 6 Bromerg, Herman  N. M.  

3 7 Bronitsky Papers  
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3 8 Brookins, Douglas G.  

3 9 Brunswick, Marcus Las Vegas  

3 10 David Camden De Leon  

3 11 Carlsbad, N. M.  

3 12  Cattle Brands New Mexico  

3 13 Celnik, Rabbi Isaac  

3 14 Chapman Rabbi Ed E.   

3 15 Citrin, Paw J.   

3 16 Clever, Charles P.  

3 17 Clever, Cahrles P.- Material   

3 18 Cohen, Abraham  

3 19 Cohen, J.N. Mining ( Silver City) NM  

3 20 Cohen, Harris Jaroslawsri and Bors vs. 
Harris Cohen 

 

3 21 Columbus, Rai’don  

3 22 Congregation Albert  

4 1 Congregation B’nai Israel  

4 2 Congregation Chabad of New Mexico  

4 3 Congregation Mishkanshalom  

4 4 Congregation Monte Fiore  

4 5 Danoff of New Mexico  

4 6 Danoff, Sam  

4 7 Deming, N.M., Jews of  

4 8 Deno, Lottie  

4 9 Dittenhoeffer, Abe “Navajo Sam”  

4 10 Eckstein, Sam  

4 11 Eichwald  

4 12 El Agricultor Moderno  

4 13 Eldot/Eldodt  

4 14 Elsberg, Gustav   

4 15 Elsberg & Amberg  

4 16 Felsenthal, Louis   

4 17 Fleischer  

4 18 Floersheim Family  

4 19 Floersheim, Sol New Mexico (1 of 2)  

4 20 Floersheim, Sol New Mexico (2 of 2)  

4 21 Ft. Griffin, N. M., Jews Of  

4 22 Frank, Anne  

4 23 Frankel, E.   

4 24 Franzblau, Abraham N. M.  

4 25 Freudenthal Club Bulletin   

5 1 Freudenthal Family  

5 2 Freudenthal, Carmen  

5 3 Freudenthal Genealogy  
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5 4 Freudenthal, Monis  

5 5 Freudenthal, Leris  

5 6 Freudenthal, Proebus  

5 7 Freudenthal, Samuel  

5 8 Freudenthal, Rabbi- Leopold of Trinidad, 
Colorado- also served at Temple Albert, 
Albuquerque 

 

5 9 Freudenthal, Dr. Wolff  

5 10 Rabbi Sigmerid Frey  

5 11 Friedman, Rabbi William S.- of Denver, 
served also at Temple Albert, Albuquerque 

 

5 12 “G” Names- Various Gold, Gould, Gusdorf, 
Grunsfield State Recprds and Archives 
Santa Fe, N.M. 

 

5 13 Gildersleeve and Knaebel  

5 14 Gold Court records New Mexico  

5 15 Gold, Louis  

5 16 Goldberg, Samuel  

5 17 Goldenstein Rabbi Raphael  

5 18 Goodman, Manny (Owner of the Covered 
Wagon) N.M. 

 

5 19 Gottieb, Lynn (Rabbi)  

5 20 “Great River”-“The Rio Grande in North 
American History”- by Paul Horgan 

 

5 21 Greenberg Rabbi Dr. William H.  

5 22 Grunsfeld, Albert   

5 23 Grunsfeld  

5 24 Gusdorf  

5 25 Gusdorfs, New Mexico  

5 26 Havura Ivrim Congregation  

5 27 Helman, Rabbi Leonard A.  

5 28 Heritage- New Mexico  

5 29 Hersch of Santa Fe  

6 1 Herz, Cary  

6 2 Herztein  

6 3 Hiat, Alice  

6 4 Holocaust  

6 5 Humanistic Judaism- Albuquerque N.M.  

6 6 Ilfeld Family  

6 7 Ilfeld, Louis  

6 8 Ilfeld, Ludwig  

6 9 Jacobs Rabbi Pizer  

6 10 Jaffa Family  

6 11 Jaffa Family Trinidad, Lobo/Las Vegas N.M.  
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6 12 Jaffa, Henry  

6 13 Jewish Artists  

6 14 Jewish Community Center-Albuquerque 
N.M. 

 

6 15 Jewish Federation- Albuquerque  

6 16 Jews of.- N.M. Articles New Mexico- 
Albuquerque 

 

6 17 Jews of, Article Parish, William J. “The 
German Jew of the Commercial Revolution 
in Territorial NM, 1850-1900” 

1959 

6 18 Viahn, Gustav. Santa Fe, N. M.  

6 19 Kaplan Rabbi Jacob H.  

6 20 Klein Family  

6 21 Klein, Rabbi Joseph Las Cruces N.M.  

6 22 Sam Klein  

6 23 Krohn, Rabbi A.L., Papers of  

6 24 Laguna, N. M. Interviews  

6 25 Las Cruces  

6 26 Laski, Rev. Samuel M.- Mohel Santa Fe  

6 27 Las Vegas, N.M.  

6 28 Las Vegas, New Mexico Cemetery Brochure  

6 29 Latz, Benjamin New Mexico  

7 1 Leitensdorfer John New Mexico  

7 2 Lesinsky, Henry Las Cruces  

7 3 Levenson, Fannie & Sherman  

7 4 Levy, New Mexico  

7 5 Lindauer, Herman  

7 6 Lindaver, Sigmund  

7 7 Loewenstein  

7 8 Loewenstein and Strousse (Mora)  

7 9 Los Alamos, N.M.  

7 10 Maisel  

7 11 Mandels  

7 12 Marx, Cantor Jacqueline  

7 13 Mashbir, Frieda New Mexico  

7 14 Mayer, Henry New Mexico  

7 15 Meyer, Jacob Albuquerque  

7 16 Meyers  

7 17 Mills, Steve (Rabbi)  

7 18 Moise Family (Las Vegas, Santa Rosa, 
N.M.) 

 

7 19 Mora N.M. Jews and Census  

7 20 Nahm Family  

7 21 New Mexico; Acoma Pueblo; Pueblo of 1854 
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Acoma vs. Juan Pedro Garbisu  

7 22 New Mexico Annual Report-Territorial 
Secretary Hervisurpicy (Indians, Agriculture, 
Mining, etc.) 

1865 

7 23 New Mexico Burnis Director  

7 24 New Mexico Census  

7 25 New Mexico, General Hertory  

7 26 New Mexico Government  

7 27 New Mexico and Hebreus  

7 28 New Mexico History  

7 29 New Mexico Jewish Historical Society  

7 30  New Mexico Jewish Link  

7 31 New Mexico - Jewish Organizations  

8 1 New Mexico Jewish Merchants  

8 2 New Mexico Jewish Pioneers Article Eddy 
County News 

June 11, 1959 

8 3 New Mexico Jews and Indians  

8 4 New Mexico, Jews of  

8 5 New Mexico Military  

8 6 New Mexico Newspapers  

8 7 New Mexico- Place Names  

8 8 New Mexico- Santa Fe History/References 
to Jews Ayers “A Soldier’s Experience in 
N.M.” Memoir 

1884 

8 9 New Mexico- Santa Fe- Jews of- History- 
15th century to 1970s- Article 

Circa 1970s 

8 10 New Mexico Tapes at Zimmerman Library  

8 11 New Mexico Taxes 1868 

8 12 Nordhaus Family   

8 13 Nordhaus, Robert- Interview  

8 14 Nusbaum, Simon  

8 15 Obermayer, Hermann   

8 16 Pick Family   

8 17 Polster Family   

8 18 Ravel, Arthur  

8 19 Regensberg Family  

8 20 Rijas, Tomas- New Mexico   

8 21 Rosen, Lia Lynn  

8 22 Rosenfeld  

8 23 Rosenstein, Simon- Divorce Proceedings  

8 24 Rosenwald, Emanuel  

8 25 Rosenwald Documents (1 of 3)  

8 26 Rosenwald Documents (2 of 3)  

9 1 Rosenwald Documents (3 of 3)  
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9 2 Rosenwald Family New Mexico  

9 3 Rothman  

9 4 Roth, Henry (Novelist) N.M.  

9 5 Russian- Jewish Immigrants N.M.  

9 6 Santa Fe  

9 7 Santa Fe Deeds  

9 8 Santa Fe La Posada   

9 9 Santa Fe- “Old Santa Fe” Magazine  

9 10 The Schiffer Family   

9 11 Schweizer, Herman   

9 12 Elopement  

9 13 Seligman- Santa Fe (1 of 2)   

9 14 Seligman- Santa Fe (2 of 2)  

10 1 Seligman, Arthur  New Mexico   

10 2 Seligman- Bernalillo (1 of 2)  

10 3 Seligman- Bernalillo (2 of 2)  

10 4 Seligman, Bernard   

10 5 Seligman, Carl  

10 6 Seligman Family   

10 7 Seligman, Julius  

10 8 Otis Seligman   

10 9 Seligman, Siegfried  

10 10 Shor, Sgt. Robert  

10 11 Shor, Rabbi David L. – Interviews and Tape  

10 12 Silber, Rabbi Mendel  

10 13 Sorengon, Sarah   

10 14 Speyer, Albert  

10 15 Spiegelberg- Business Malters County 
Records 

 

10 16 Spiegelberg, Elias   

10 17 Spiegelman Family (1) (1 of 2)   

10 18 Spiegelman Family (1) (2 of 2)  

11 1 Spiegelberg Family (2)  

11 2 Spiegelberg Family (3)  

11 3 Spielberg Fbre (1) New Mexico- Santa Fe   

11 4 Spielberg Fbre (2) New Mexico- Santa Fe  

11 5 Spielberg, Lehman   

11 6 Levi and Betty Spiegelberg   

11 7 Spiegelberg Reunion  July 1988 

11 8 Spiegelberg, Solomon  

11 9 Spiegelberg, Willi   

11 10 Spiegelberg Wills  

11 11 Staar Family   

11 12 Staten, Charna and Frances Williams   
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11 13 Stern, Eugene  

11 14 Stern Family   

11 15 Strauss Rondi New Mexico   

11 16 Strouse, Felix, Morris, etc.  

11 17 Sutin, Esther N.M.  

11 18 Tachier, Milton  

12 1 Temple Bethel, Las Cruces N.M.  

12 2 Temple Bethel Shalom Santa Fe, N.M.   

12 3 Uhlfelder, Emil and Johanaa  

12 4 Villa, Pancho (Raid on Columbus)   

12 5 Woods, Evy  

12 6 Wormser, Dorothy- Deming, N.M.  

12 7 Zielonka, Rabbi Martin   

12 8 Zimmerman, Cynthia  

12 9 Aaronson Brothers   

12 10 Alfman, Harry  

12 11 Amstater Family- El Paso  

12 12 Angerstein, Ernest – Texas (1 of 2)  

12 13 Angerstein, Ernest- Texas (2 of 2)  

13 1 Ashkenaz Family  

13 2 Backer, Labon and Clara  

13 3 Baker Family  

13 4 Bellman   

13 5 Sol I. Berg  

13 6 Billy the Kid   

13 7 Blaugrund, J. B. and Arthur  

13 8 Herman, Bloch   

13 9 Blum, Isaac  

13 10 Blumenthal Family  

13 11 B’nai Abraham Synagogue  

13 12 B’nai B’rith- El Paso   

13 13 Bonem- Goldenberg (Tucumcari)  

13 14 Joseph Hillel Bromberg  

13 15 Brownsville, Texas  

13 16 Brunschwig- Coblentz- Miller; The White 
House- El Paso  

 

13 17 Calisher  

13 18 Cherno Family  

13 19 Chomer (Restricted) – File Removed and 
Placed in Vault- Not Available to 
Researchers (See Box 16 in Vault) – 
Contact  Univ. of Arizona 

 

13 20 Cohen, Andy and Syd  

13 21 Cohen, Henry; Rabbi, Texas  
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13 22 Rubin, Cohen   

13 23 Richard Cohen Ysleta  

13 24 Colton, Ralph F. (Son Rabbi Frederick 
Cohen) 

 

13 25 Cong. B’nai Zion- El Paso  

13 26 Dallas Jewry  

13 27 Dreben, Sam - Texas  

13 28 Eger- Albert and Edy   

13 29 El Paso   

14 1 El Paso, TX- Cemeteries (Jewish)  

14 2 El Paso- City Directories  

14 3 El Paso, Jews of  

14 4 El Paso- Synagogues  

14 5 El Paso Times 1900 

14 6 Elion Family   

14 7 Dr. L. M. Epstein  

14 8 Jake Erlich (Jack Earle) Jewish Giant- items 
from his scrapbook  

 

14 9 Feinbereg Family- El Paso   

14 10 Feinberg/ Schwartz Duel- San Antonio, 
Texas 

 

14 11 Feldman Family  

14 12 Fertel, Don   

14 13 Fierman, Floyd- Guts and Ruts [excerpt]  

14 14 Fischbein (Merchant Tailors- Parral, 
Chihuahua, El Paso) 

 

14 15 Forchheimer (Alpine, TX)  

14 16 Frank, Benny Paunhoker  

14 17 Freed, Sol  

14 18 Jarvis P. Freiden (His aunt and uncle Mr. 
and Mrs. I. Hirshberg) 

 

14 19 Mr. Friedman- El Paso, TX- Purchased 
Papers 

Dec. 8, 1917 

14 20 Furman, Norton  

14 21 Galatzan Family- El Paso  

14 22 Galveston Project  

14 23 Garbar (Harrison (son) Anabelle (daughter) 
Meyer (Father)) 

 

14 24 Genealogies- El Paso and vicinity   

14 25 Giesberg, Morris (Born in El Paso, Texas)  

15 1 Given  

15 2 Goldoft Family  

15 3 Goldfarb (Sol and Leona)  

15 4 Goldman (Milton, Fred, Nathan)  
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15 5 Goldstein, A.H.  

15 6 Goodman Family  

15 7 Goodman, Ignalius  

15 8 Gordon (Frank and Lean)  

15 9 Gottlieb, Harry and Ray Korf; Irene 
(Lawrence) Oppennheimer; Marylin (Justin) 
Mendeloff 

 

15 10 Harris, Polly (Mrs.)- El Paso, Tx.  

15 11 Simeon Hart  

15 12 Heil, Levy, Talpis- Union Fashion   

15 13 Heinemann, Sol (MD) and (Poetess)  

15 14 Himelstein, Philip (Dr.)  

15 15 Holland Family  

15 16 Horwitz (El Paso)  

15 17 Albert Sidney (A.S.) Jacobs  

15 18 Jefferson  

15 19 Jefferson, Texas  

15 20 Joske Family  

15 21 Kahn Family  

15 22 Kahn, Simon- El Paso  

15 23 Kallison Family- Texas  

15 24 Kandel, Ben- El Paso  

15 25 Katz Family – El Paso  

15 26 Henry Kellen (Himoir Katzenellenbogon) 
Julia (Socheved Filopovski)  

 

15 27 Martin Kein  

15 28 Kline, Arthur A. (Dr. I. Harold Sharfman)  

15 29 Kline, Joseph and Miriam  

15 30 Kohlberg, Ernst and Olga  

15 31 Reprint from: American Jewish Archives 
Volume XVIII, No. 1 (April, 1966)  (Signed by 
Rabbi Fierman) 

April, 1966 

15 32 Reprint from: American Jewish Archives 
Volume XVIII, No. 1 (April, 1966)  (Signed by 
Rabbi Fierman) 

April, 1966 

15 33 The El Paso Jewish Historical Review Vol. 1, 
No.1  

September 1982 

15 34 The Spiegelbergs: Pioneer Merchants and 
Bankers in the Southwest By Floyd S. 
Fierman. Reprinted from American Jewish 
Historical Quarterly Vol. LVI, No.4 (June, 
1967) 

June 1967 

 


