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E:

M:

BICENTENNIAL

M:

M:

M:

M:

E:

E: Mr. Mora'l€S, wh.ere

I  was born r 'n El Paso.

were you born?

I'n what year, s'ir?

1929.

Could you tel l  me something about your parents,  their  background?

Ne] l ,  both my parents were born in Chihuahua, Mdxico.

In Chihuahua City?

In Chihuahua City,  r ight .  They lef t  M6xico at  the t ime of  the Revolut ion.

They came down to El  Paso and sett led here,  and my fami ly 's been here

ever  s ince .

E: Could you te11 me what your father 's occup&t ion was dur ing th is t ime?

M: He died rather young, but when I was 1,0 or 12 years o'ld, I remember he

other words he worked with a produce company

and vegetables to al l  the out let  stores.

housewi fe?And your mother,  was she a

She was a housewife.

could you tel1 me how many chi ldren there were in your fami ly?

lv ly mother had thir teen or ig inal ly,  but fonTyl  seven survived.

In other wordsr S€v€Fdl of  them died in infancy?

was

and

a f ru i t  d ispenser .  In

he wou ld  de l i ver  f ru i t
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M: Yes.

E: Cou' ld you tel l  me something about your eanly yeArs' in El  Paso, Mr.

Moral es'?

I 'was born here in El  Paso and I 've been neared here.  I  went to

elementary 'school  and high school  here.

Could you tel l  me something about your elementary schoo' l ing? Where did

you attend?

I 'at tended Zavala Elemenatry there on Harnmett  Street.  I t 's  st i l l  there.

Th is  Nor th -South  f reeway k ind  o f  cu t  o f fa  l i t t le  b i t  o f  i t ,  bu t  i t ' s  s t i l l

there.  I 'went there through the sixth grade and then I  t ransferred over

to Bowie Intermediate.  At  Bowie,  I  graduated in 1948, and then I  at tended

the Universi ty of  New Mexico on a footbal l  dcholarship.

D'd l ike to ask you something about your elementary schoo' l ing.  Do you

remember any teachers or author i ty f igures,  whom you recal l  especial ly

we l l ,  tha t  migh t  have had a  pos i t i ve  o r  negat ive  in f luence on  your ' l i fe

since your ear ly years?

The only one that I  recol lect  wi th any real  impact on me was Mr.  Whitaker

who is now the Super intendent of  Schools here.

Was he a teacher or pr incipal?

He was a PE.coach at  that  t ime, when I  went to e ' lementary school .  I

remember several  of  the teachers,  and part icular ly a teacher by' the name
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M:
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of lvlr- Spoke who had some affect on qy out' look.

Dur ing the t ime you were in elementary school ,  could you always handle

EnEl i sh  fa i r l y  we l l?

When I was in grade school, I knew what the teachers were talking about

because o f  what  I  p icked up  here  and there ,  bu t  I ' cou ldn ' t  speak  the

language w' i th any f luency at  a l l .

So you spoke most ly Spanish?

0h yeah.

bilou'ld you say this was true of most of your fellow st[dents at that t ime?

Sure.

E: Were most of  the students Mexican American at  Zava' la?

M: Al l  of  them were.

E:  Can you reca l l  ever  exper ienc ing  any  e th inc  d isc r im ina t ion  as  a  ch i ld  a t

that t ime?

No, I  never did real ly exper ience i t  because we stayed in our area of  the

ci ty and never had any real  need to go out and mingle wi th anybody else.

Could you tel l  me where you at tended high schoo] again?

Bowie High School .

Bow' ie,  of  cours€, dt  that  t ime was exclusively Mexican American?

E:

M:

E:

M:

E:

M:

E:
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M: True.

By the t ime you had gotten to high schob' l  how could you handle Engl ish?

Had you improved any.?

M: Yes, I 'had improved s 'ome by actual  pract ice.  But there's where I  feel

that the i:rnpact of the school teacher helps, as far as your outlook in

l i fe and your want ing to improve yoursel f  is  concerned.

E:  So you th ink  i t  was  in  h igh  schoo l  tha t  you  were  insp i red  a  l i t t le  more .

Do you remember some of the teachers that might have inspired you at that

ti'me?

I remember them real.tuell. There was

th.at had the greatest impact on me as

He was' the Speech teacher. He was

me,  ta tked to  merand counse l led  me in

a Mr. James Burton who was the one

far as me want ing to improve mysel f .

the one that real ly worked wi th

what to look for ,  what to expect.

Do you think he inf luenced many of  your other fe l low students?

M: l- le sure did.  He was a good teacher.  He's

Another teacher that  had an inspirat ion on

now Ass is tan t  Super in tendent  o f  Schoo ls .

took the interest  and t ime to help on his

real  inspirat ion for  me.

dead now, but he was terr i f ic .

me was Mr .  H i lber t  Po lk ,  who is

He was another person that real ly

own. Those teachers were a

E: I t 's  very interest ing.  Were most of  the teachers at  Bowie at  that  t ime

Anglo American or Mexican American?

M: t i le l l ,  I 'd say that 90% of them were Ang1o. There were very few Mexican
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American teachers at  thar t ime. As a matter of  fact ,  I  only remember one,

Mr .  Paredes ,  r igh t  o f f .  He was a  foo tba l l  coach.

E:  Wh i le  you  were  go ing  to  h igh  schoo l ,  how wou ld  you  cha rac te r i ze  the

soc io -economic  cond i t i ons  o f  mos t  o f  t he  k ' i ds  you  a t tended  schoo l  w j th?

t4 :  We11,  we weren ' t  so  poor  tha t  we d idn ' t  have any th ing  to  ea t  o r  wear ,  bu t

we d jdn ' t  have any  money to  spare .

E:  Wha t  yea rs  d jd  you  go  to  h igh  schoo l  a t  Bow je ,  Mr .  Mora les?

I  s t a r t ed  i n  ' 44  and  I  f i n i shed  i n  ' 48 .

E:  You

M:  Yes .

E:  How

and

started toward the end of the Second l.Jorld l^Jar?

would  you charac ter jze  re la t ions  be tween the  Ang lo  Amer ican teachers

the  Mex ican Amer jcan s tudents  genera l  1y?

M:  In  90% o f  the  cases ,  I  wou ld  say  tha t  o f  the  teachers  tha t  were  there  a t

Bowie at  that  t ime, the relat ions where good fbetween them and the studen

There  were  some,  as  i t ' s  unders tood,  tha t  were  there  jus t  fo r  the  iob  and

tha t  was  i t .  Bu t  I 'd  say  the  major i t y  o f  them rea l l y  had an  in te res t  and

wanted to  he lp .

E :  Mr .  Mora les ,  you  were  an  a th le te  in  h jgh  schoo l ,  i s  tha t  r i gh t?

It1: Ri ght .

E:  Could you tel l  me what sports you played?

til

M: I  p ' layed every  spor t ,  bu t  the  ones  tha t  I  rea l l y  par t ' i c ipa ted  in  a l1  th rough
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high sch.ool  and col lege Were footbal l ,  boxinE,wresi l  ing,  t rack.

E: Did you achieve any real  degree of  prof ic iency in these,sports?

M:  [dE] l ,  I  th ink"  R ichard ,  tha t  whatever  I ' ve  done and whatever  I ' ve

accompl i shed  up  to  now,  I  owe to  my  a th le t i c  ab i l i t v .  I f  i t  f ra ln ' t  been  fo r

that"  my parents couidn' t  af ford to send me to col lege. I  th ink the

athlet ic ploratess that I  had was what actual ly camied me through and

offered me the opportunity that I needed to move on.

E: Most of  the young people of  your age who may have lef t  El  Paso or at  least

gotten out of  the lower middle c lass socio-economic group, do you think

they were able to do i t  through athlet ics?

l ' l o ,  as  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t  I  don ' t  t h i nk  t ha t  t ha t ' s  t he  case  a t  a l l .

You  don ' t  t h r ' nk  i t  was  a  ma jo r  t h i ng?

In  my  case ,  yes .

In other wordsr lou consider yoursel f  an except ion as having gotten out

th rough a th le t i cs?

Righ t .  Whereas  o thers  d idn ' t  have the  a th le t i c  ab i l i t y  tha t  I  had a t  tha t

t ime, but had other th ings.

M:

E :

M:

E :

M :

E: For inst ince?

r4 :  In te l1 igence and

and better their

A th le t i cs  d idn ' t

the want ing to

fami ly .  I  can

heip that  much

succeed, the want ing to improve themselves

th ink  o f  qu i te  a  few tha t  d id  tha t .

at  that  t ime, as far  as others are concerned.

E: Did many of the other students about your age go to the Army when they
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graduated from high school?

No, the wdr wds over when we f in ished high school .  There were some

that went in the Army before,  but  I  wouldn' t  say that there were that

many that went afterwards.

E: Most of the students that went to school with you at Bowie whom you

recal l ,  what general  k inds of  work are they doing today?

M: Ufel l ,  at  the t ime that I  graduated there was about 240 some-odd graduates.

I 'd  say  tha t  ou t  o f  tha t  g roup,  on ly  about  8  o r  l0  o f  us  went  to  co l lege,

and not that  many f in ished. Some of them dropped out.  But in my business,

in  the  insunance bus iness ,  and a lso  w i th  the  pos i t ion  tha t  I  he ld  w i th  the

c i ty ,  I ' f i nd  tha t  a  lo t  o f  those peop le  have accompi ished qu i te  a  b i t  by

themselves without having had col ' lege educat ion.  f t t  was] jusl  by the fact  that

they wanted to improve themselvesrand by gosh, they want to get what 's

best for  the fami ly.  One thing that I 've not iced is that  the major i ty of

those peop le  have the i r  k ids  go ing  to  co11ege.  Th is  i s  one th ing  tha t

I 'm rea l ,  rea l  p leased about .

E :  That ' s  very  in te res t ing .  Mr .  Mora ' l€S,  VOU went  to  co l lege a t  the  Un ivers i ty

of  New Mexico, is that  r ight?

M: I 'n Albuquerque, r ight .

E: How did you get up there? How were you able to gain the means to enter

school  ?

M: I  got  an athlet ic scholarship,  a four-year scholarship f rom the Universi ty,
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E:

M:

and that's the only means that I. had. They paid for everything--my room

and board,  my tui t ion,  my books, everything.

E: Did you f in ish school  at  the Universi ty of  New |ulexico?

M:  Ies .

What was your clegree in?

I '  had a major degree in Physical  Educat ion and a minor in Speech.

Mr.  Moralesn what k ind of  jobs have you held s ince being a tEenager?

l , r le l l ,  there's been several  of  them. I  was a roofer 's helper--helped

put up roofsi I worked at Peyton Packing Company as a meat boner; I

worked at  the Popular as a salesman; I  worked at  0 'shaughnessey's

Ca$eteria as a dishwasher when I was in grade school; I was a swinuhing

pool  guard;  and var ious other jobs.

What do you consider the most important job that you've held s ince

your ear ly adul thood?

The one that I really had the most to do wit*r me not wanting to be one

is  roo fer ' s  he ' lper .  That ' s  a  tough job .

So you consider i t  important in that  i t  took you away from the physical

labor ,  i t  insp i red  you to  do  someth ing  e lse?

Ri ght.

That ' s  very  in te res t ing .  I 'd  l i ke  to  ge t  in to  your  a rea  o f  exper t i se- -

E :

E :

M:

E:

M:

E:
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t he  ' i nsu rance  bus iness .  How long  have  you

E] Paso?

had your agency here in

M:  Go ing  on  14  years  now.

Would  you say  tha t  the  major i t y  o f  your  c l ien ts  a re  o f  a  par t i cu la r

ethnjc background? Are they Mexican American in the major i ty?

M:  We11,  I  don ' t  know whether  they ' re  a  ma jo r i t y  o r  no t .  I ' ve  go t  qu i te

a  few- -a  1o t ,  as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t - -Ang1o Saxon peop le ' insured w i th  me,

and a  lo t  o f  B lacks .  But  I  wou ld  say  tha t  the  major i t y  o f  them are

Mex ican Amer icans .

You are very wel l  known here in town as an jnsurance man. To what do

you a t t r ibu te  your  success?

Let  me te11 you,  be fore  I  came in to  th is  bus iness ,  I  was  a  teacher .

I  taught  fo r  ten  years .  A th le t i c  ach ievements  in  h jgh  schoo ' l  and

in  co l ' lege  he lped me to  ge t  my pos i t ion  and bus iness  s ta r ted .  I  fee l

that  I  owe i t  to that ,  p lus the fact  that  I  can get a ' long with people;

I  can talk to any person that would want to ta lk to me. I  feel  that

I  can  communica te  w i th  peop le ,  whoever  i t  i s  o r  whornever  i t  m igh t  be .

Which  insp i red  you the  most  to  go  in to  bus iness  here  in  E l  Paso- - fami1y ,

ne ighborhood ,  schoo l , s  o r  church?

M:  Wel l ,  I ' d  say  my fami ly  d id ,  because I  used to  be  a  teacher ,  and my income

then was not enough to real ly take care of  my fami ly the way I  wanted to.

M .

E:
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This is tny- whqle object ive in l i fe,  to take care of  my fami ly.

E: Hbw'many chi ldren do you have, Mr.  Mora' les?

Four.  Three gtr ls and one boy.

l{ow old are they?

M: The oldes.t  is  21, then I 've got a l9-year-old boy, a l  -year-o]d daughter

and a 10-year-o1d daughter.

E :  The one tha t ' s .  twenty -one,  i s  she  in  co l lege?

l ' | :  Yes ,  she 's  a t tend ing  the  Conrmun i ty  Co1 lege.  She ' I1  be  go ing  to  UTEP nex t

year.

E: Do you expect to see most of  your chi ldren go through col lege?

t0

M:

E:

M:  I 'm sure  hop ing .  l ' ve  done what  I  have thought

as  a  he lp  fo r  them to  go  to  co l leger  so  i t ' s  up

force them i f  they don' t  want to.

to

to

be what they wou'ld need

them.  I 'm no t  go ing  to

E:

M:

But you're going to provide the means for them?

Tes ,  s i r .

E:  Going back to business here in El  Paso, have you ever perceived any basic

diffeences in the manner in which Anglo Americans conduct their business

fn comparison to the procedures or approaches of  Mexican American business-

men?

M:  Are  you ta lk ing  about  my bus iness  or  in  gehera l?
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Do you feel that the role of the

busi ness cornmuni ty wi l ' l  tend to

in  the  fu tu re?

Tel l  me something with regard to the

ever perceived any difference between

businessmen operate their  business?

1t

E:

|vl:

! {e l l ,  bo th . .  F i ' r s t  o f  a ' l l ,  le t ' s  look  a t  your  bus iness__the  insurance

bus.i ness.

hlel l '  I  don!t  know whether they percer 've their  business di f ferent than

what I do or what any other Mexican Amerjcan does, but I feel that in our

business,  i t ' s  a  compet i t ive bus iness. You 've  rea l l y  go t  to  s tay  on  the

bal l  i f  you want to succeed in th is business. Any Mexican American that
goes  in to  th is  bus iness , - - I 'm ta rk ing  about  my type o f  insurance,  no t  r i fe

insurance- -  can ,  i f  he 's  go t  the  des i re  and the  w i l l  to  want  to  succeed,

operate the same way as anybody else.

S0,  bus iness  is  bus iness ,  in  o ther  words?

Right .

Mexican American in the El  paso arears

get larger,  d iminish,  or  stay the same

M:  I  fee l  tha t  i t ' s  go ing  to  ge t  la rger .  I  fee l  tha t  a  lo t  o f  us  a re  ge t t ing  w ise .

&ain,  I  keep going back to that  roofer 's job that I  had, and a rot  of  our

k ids  a re  th ink ing ' l i ke  tha t .  By  gosh,  i f  I  can  go  in to  bus iness  on  my own

and make l i fe easier for  me and my fami ly,  that ,s the way they,re going

to go.

E : other businessea in TI  Paso. Have Vou

the way other Mexican American

Is it different from the way the
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the Ang ' los  opera te  i t?

l r le l  I  ,  ' in a I  of  of  cases, I  woul  d say yes .

In what respect?

A lo t  o f  Mex ican Amer ican bus iness  peop le  fee l  tha t  in  o rder  to  succeed

they only have to cater to the Mexican American, Vou see, and only cater

to  one  par t i cu la r  g roup  o r  ind iv idua l .  They  don ' t  t r y  to  b ranch  ou t ,

and you need to ,  Vou have to  have tha t .  Th js  i s  my fee l jng  on  the  who le

th ing :  i f  we separa te  ourse lves ,  i f  we segregate  ourse lves ,  then we ' re

not  accompl ish ing  what  we ' re  se t t ing  our  to  do  in  l i fe  fo r  our  peop le  o r

fo r  anybody e1se.  You 've  go t  to  have the  ab i l i t y  to  he lp  o ther  peop le .

E :  In  o ther  words ,  you  th ' ink  peop le  thar  ca ter  to  s tn ic t l y  a  Mex ican Amer ican

c l ien te le  a re  res t r i c t ing  the i r  own capac i t i es ,  the i r  own ab i l i t i es?

I  sure  do .

That 's  very  in te res t ing .  Do you fee ' l  tha t  bus iness  oppor tun i t ies  fo r

Mex ican Amer icans  are  be t te r  ou ts ide  the  E l  Paso area  or  ins ide  the

El Paso area? In other words,  would you advise a young Mexican American

about  to  s ta r t  o f f  on  a  bus iness  to  s tay  in  E l  Paso,  o r  wou ld  you adv ise

him to seek greener pastures?

12

M:

E:

M:

F1:

F .

to

I T

M: I t  depends on  what  k ind  o f  bus iness  or  what  he  wants

I 'd  say  tha t  the  oppor tun i ty  to  succeed is  good here

ta kes .

The des i re?

do  i n  I  i f e .  Bu t

you have what  i t

E:
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M:  There 's  severa l  o f  them.  One o f

of  the way that he has conducted

Andy Fuentes .  He 's  w i th  the

up.  He has  done a  grea t  job  w j th

fo r  tha t ,  i f  f o r  no th ing  e lse .  He

went  ahead and d id  i t .

l3

M: What  you need to  accompl  i sh  / iV .  L jke  jn  my bus iness ,  you  take  th js

in  Ca l i fo rn ia  o r  any  p lace  tha t  you  go- -you know,  L .A .  o r  New York  o r

Idaho or whatever--and Mexican Americans have succeeded because they have

the  de terminat ' ion  and the  gu ts  to  do  i t .  L ike  I  say ,  my bus iness  is  a  bus i -

ness  tha t  i s  a  compet j t i ve  dea l ;  and j f  you  want  to  do  i t ,  . you  can do  i t .

Bu t  you  do  th jnk  the  oppor tun i t ies  do  ex is t  here  jn  E l  Paso?

Yes .

You are  probab ' l y  as  we l l  acqua in ted  w i th  o ther  Mex jcan Amer ican bus inessmen

in  th is  town as  anyone.  Is  there  any  par t i cu la r  Mex ican Amer ican bus iness-

man whom you part icu ' lar1y admire in El  Paso or in the El  Paso Southwest?

E:

M:

E:

them tha t  I  par t i cu la r ly

h imse l f  i n  h is  bus iness

and he has brought

j t ;  he  has  expanded  i t .

r ea l l y  se t  h jmse l f  t o  do

admi re ,  because

and whatno t ,  i s

tha t  bus iness

I  admire h ' im

a  job  and  he

E:

M:

Coul d you name

jn  E l  Paso who

in i t i a t i ve?

Ruben Schaffer

h imse l  f .

two or three other prominent

have deve loped themse lves  in

Mex ican Amer ican bus i  nessmen

this way, who have taken the

is  another  one tha t  i admi re  fo r  t he  fac t  t ha t  he  d id  i t

E: What  i s  h is  bus iness?
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M: He's a conmercia ' l  rea' l tor  and he's a top

estate is concerned here in E' l  Paso and

know Ruben Schaffer?

E:  Yes  I  do .

man as far as commercial real

in the state of  Texas. Do you

M: Wel l ,  he 's  a  Mex ican Amer ican;

he has accompl ished what he has

he 's  no t  an  Ang lo .

h imse l f ,  s ta r t ing

I  admire him because

from the bottom.

E:  What  do  you be l ieve  are  the  ch ie f  economic  ins t i tu t ions  in  th is  c i tyo

Mr.  Morales,  as far  as businesses that have a great ' impact on the economy

of  th is  c i ty?

That 's  p re t ty  hard  to  p inpo in t .  Bu t  ta lk ing  f rom an economic  s tandpo in t ,

as far  as the c i ty is considered, I  would say that ref iner ies here in

El  Paso would beo because they hire the.most people.  I f  those businesses

v{eFe to move out of  the c i ty. . .  The smelter [ASARC0],  Phelps Dodge,

Standard 0i ' l  and Texaco hire a lot  of  Mexican American people,  nra, in ly

because the work that  they do is manual 
' labor 

work;  and that would have

a l remendous impact.  And i t  has an impact now because of  the economy.

E: Could you name one or two other important businesss in El  Paso that.you

feel  provide a lot  of  employment and a lot  of  economic st imulus into

the area?

M: Farah, the c lothing manufacturer,  is  another one. Construct ion business,

home bui ld ing has a t remendous impact.

How about the El Paso National Bank and the El Paso Gas Comapny?
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l , ' le l l  they have, natural ly,  but  I  was thinking mainly in the way of  the

number of  people who are employed. El  Paso Nat ional  Bank probably has

maybe 100 or 200.

And y 'et  their  inf luence is important.

R i  gh t .

E: Have you ever discerned any fr ict ion between Anglo American and Mexican

American bus' inessmen in th is town?

Not to my know' ledge-- that has been brought to me in that  sense--but I

imag ine  tha t  there  is .  Bu t  I ' ve  never  exper ienced any .  s ince  mine  is  a

compet i t i ve  f ie ld ,  I  don ' t  know whether  i t ' s  tha t  o r  i t ' s  someth ing  e ' l se .

what is the basis for  your saying that you imagine . that  there is some

fri cti on?

M:  I  j us i ' imag ine  tha t  in  o ther  bus inesses  i t  m iqh t  no t  be  the  bus iness

ang le  o f  i t ,  bu t  i t  m iqh t  be  an  e thn ic  q roup  o r  persona l i t y .

In the El  Paso business community today, do you consider being a Mexican

Amer ican bus inessman an asset ,  a  l iab i l i t y  o r  a  neut ra l  fac to r?

No,  In  ny  bus iness  I  wou ld  say  tha t  i t ' s  an  asset  rea l l y .

whv?

M: Because I 'm b i l ingua l ,  I  unders tand the  fee l ings  o f  th ree  rdcesr  W

abi l i ty  to communicate and express myse' l f  to any one opens a lot  of  doors.

15
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E:

M:

M:

E:

M:

E:
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M:  I  don ' t  th ink  so .

E:  You th ink  i t ' s  jus t  a  t ime fac to r?

M:  Yeah,  i t ' s  a  t ime fac to r .

l6

E:

I f  I  was  jus t  Ang lo  o r  jus t  B lack ,  I  don ' t  know whether  i t ' d  be  the  same

th i  ng .

Mr .  Mora les : "  I 'd ' l i ke  to  ask  you some ques t ions  about  the  upcoming

Bicentennial-- the 200th anniversary of  the bir th of  the Uni ted States

of America.  As a Mexican Amerfcan having l ived here on the Border al l

your l i fe,  what do you think about the foundl t 'ng fathers of  the Uni ted

States? Do you feel  any personal  ident i ty wi th these people? Have

you admi red  the i r  idea ls?

I ' 've always admired the founding fathers but I  real ly never have fel t

any sense of  c loseness to them, s ince this happened at  a t ime when I

wasn ' t  a round.  But  I  fee l  tha t  they  d id  a  g rea t  th ing .  I  th ink  tha t

the accompl ishments which they did were t remendous in al lowing our

country to be as i t  is  now. I 've always admired George Washington and

a l l  those o ther  found ing  fa thers ,  bu t  I  never  have had c lose  fee l ing .

Has being Mexican American had any bear ing on the distance that you

might feel  f rom those people?

E:

Do you feel that the promises in the Amerr'can Declaration of Independence

(-with regard to the rights of everyone to pursue freedom and happines in

this country) and the freedoms that are outl ined in the Constitution
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of the United States [ the r ights and pr iv i leges of  the Amerr ican people)

have been implemented in the American Southwest?

M: I would imagine that without them, we wou' ldn't  have progressed to the

point that we have. I t  would have been much more dif f icult .

E: You use the word "progressed!"  Have you ever exper ienced any discr iminat ion

because of  the fact  that  you are Mexican Aner ican?

M:  R ichard ,you ' re  no t  go ing  to  be l t€ve  th is ,  bu t  me persona l ly ,  no .

never have.

You say ,  "Vou ' re  no t  go ing  to  be l ieve  th is "  as  i f  i t ' s  someth ing  unusua l .

Have you ever seen any fel low Mexican Americans who have exper ienced i t?

M: l r le l l ,  yes I  have, because I 've been with them"

E:  Cou ld  you be  spec i f i c?

M: I 'm thinking mainly of  cases that we ulent through when I  was in the Army.

But there,  Richard,  i t  wasn' t  so much that they fe l t  that  way probably.

t r t  was the fact  that  the people brought i t  upon themselves to have this

brought  ou t l they  d id  th ings  or  sa id  th ings  tha t  c rea ted  i t .  Th ings  have

changed now, maybe, and i t  wouldn' t  have so much of  an ef fect .  But we

were in the Anry,  we were a minor i ty group, as i t  was, in that  part icular

company or area or whatever.  l^ le al l  knew how to speak Engl ish,  we al l

had gone through high school  and some of us had gone through col lege

a l ready ,  bu t  they  never  d id  fee l  tha t  speak ing  Eng l ish  wou ld  be  the  th ing .

They isolated themselves.

17
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Rot to any great length insjde Mdxico,

t imes a year.

How about Ciudad Ju{rez? Would you say

18

E:

M:

But you csnsider l 'anguage to be important jn assimi lat ing yoursel f  into

the Ameri'can mciety?

I 's 'ure do. I  feel  so strong on this that  I  have brought rTv k ids up

s'peaktng Engl t ]sh f i rst  because I  feel  that  i f  they can communicate wi th

people,  anybody, regardless of  who i t  is  or  what he does or what posi t ion

h .e  has ,  tha t  ha l f  o f  the i r  ba t t le  i s  won.  That ' s  someth ing  tha t  we d idn ' t

have when I  was a k id.  You're a l i t t le younger,  qui te younger than I  am,

but I '  feel that we asked for a lot of the things that were thrown at us

because of thts.

I 'n other wordsn you think that  Mexican Americans should make a conscious

effort  to ass' inr i ' late themselves into American societyo to learn Engl ish

for example?

If th.ey want to be treated and held in the same esteem as anybody else,

yes. I  honest ly feel  th is way.

Do you p lace  any  va lue  on  your  ch i ld ren  learn ing  Span ish?

cer ta in ly .  I 'm  b i l i ngua l  and  I  th ink  tha t  i t ' s  an  asse t  in , i t se l f .

when we go to a Mexican place or the Mex,ican country we can speak with

them.

Do you travel much in Mdxico?

but we go to Chihuahua three, four

you go there quite often?
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Twe or th.ree times a nonth maybe.

Ftow do you fee' l  about your relat ionship wi th M6xico? Do you st i l l  maintain

a  cu l tu ra l  a f f in i t y ,  a  l ink ing  fo r  Mex ican t rad i t ions  or  cus toms fo r

exampl e?

I ' l i ke  the  count ry .  I  th ink  i t ' s  a  p re t ty  count ry .  I  l i ke  the  peop le ;

I  th ink  they ' re  n r l ce  peop le ,  bu t . . .

Y 'bu  cons ider  yourse l f  bas ica l l y  a  Un i ted  Sta tes  c i t i zen?

M: YEs.

E: An Ameri'can in every respect.

M: Right.

E: Do you think your chi ldren wi l l  become

have?

even more Americanized than you

M: They probably wi l l  because they haven' t  had the exposure to Mdxico that

t  had when I  was a k id.

E: Tel1 me something. How do you consider yoursel f  when i t  comes to the

question of patriotism to the United States of America?

M:  h fe l l ,  R ichard ,  I  was  in  the  Army.  I  went  in  and I  was  w i l l i ng  to  go  in

and pay the supreme sacr i f ice,  i f  necessdry,  to defend the United States.

I  th ink that  t t 's  a great country and I  would l ike to help in any vray that

I ' can  to  make i t  even be t te r .  I  th ink  i t ' s  ny  count ry  and I 'm proud o f  i t .

19
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E:
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E:  So you wou ld  s :a / ' tha t  yaur  a f f i l i a t ion  w i th  Mdx ico  is  bas ica l l y  a  cu l tu ra ' l

af f i i iat i 'on and nothi 'ng else? How do you feel  about MJxico pol i t ical ly?

lvl: WEll, I had the opportunity to experience that for two years. Like I

say,  I :  th ink that  thePeople are great.  I  th ink that  our relat ionship

cont inues  to  be  as  c lose  as  ever ,  bu t  po l i t i ca l l y  the i r  ideas  are  d i f fe ren t

than ours.  They're di f ferent than the American pol i t ical  ideas. I  bel ieve

i t  seems l ike that  because of  the fact  that  I 'm a Mexican American and that

f "want  to  th ink  l i ke  them but  I  can ' t ,  because I 'm s t ronger  on  th is  s ide

than I an on that side.

E: So you cons' ider yoursel f  a lmost total ly assimi lated into the United

States cul ture?

M: Yes; that' s myse'l f .

Do you feel  that  your fami ly,  your chi ldren, wi l l  maintain the same

values, the same att i tudes?

M: I 've been working towards that obiect ive wi th them. What they feel  and do

and say is going to be up to them,but that  has been my object ive in l i fe

--to try to get them to realize that they can get out of l i fe what they

pu t  in to  i t "

E:  Mr.  Morales,  what do you want for  your chi ldren? Are theye any part icular

occupat ions  or  what  par t i cu la r  s ta tus  in  l i fe  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  wou ld

you ' l ike 
to see your chi ldren achieve?

20

M: Ybu know, Rt 'chard,  I  only have one son and I 've got three daughters.
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For rU sonrl  would l ike for him to have the best opportunity business-

wise that he can get or that he wants to make for himself.

E: Wou' ld you l ike to see him stay in El  Paso, or would you care i f  he branched

out somewhere el se?

M: I  wouldn' t  care i f  he branched out anywhere. I  would l ike to see him stay

in  E l  Pas 'o  i f  possr 'b1e,  b0 t  i f  the  oppor tun i ty  i s  go ing  to  p resent  i t se l f

or  he can make a better l iv ing in another area of  the state or the nat ion,

i t ' 11  be  grea t  because i t ' s  fo r  h is  improvement .  Natura l l y ,  I  wou ld

l i ke  fo r  h im to  cont inue in  my l i r ie  o f  bus iness ,  bu t  he  doesn ' t  l i ke  i t .

F te  dsesn ' t  th ink  tha t  he 'd  l i ke  to  go  in to  the  insurance bus iness .  But

he 's  young ye t  and maybe he ' l l  change h is  mina . - i t  he  goes  to  co i lege

and f in ishes" I '  hope that he cont inues in the business.

E: So, here in 1975, are you general ly opt imist ic about the prospects for

young Mexican Americans going up the socio-economic ladder in the Uni ted

States?

M: I  feel  very strong about that ,  Richard.  Regardless of  what nat ional i t .y

you are or what ethinc group you belong to,  i t 's  up to the indivr idual .

I t ' s  up  to  the  ind iv idua ' l  to  improve h imse l f ,  to  p rove  h imse l f  tha t  he  can

do the type of  job or al l  the types of  business that he is str iVing for.

Nobody gives you anything. This is my feel ing in l i fe.  Nobody gives you

a darn th ing--you've got to work for  everything. Something good is always

hard to come by, but when you get i t ,  when you str ive in i t ,  when you

work i n i t, you can sucteed . Tlri i i  - nry-fee I ' ing .

21
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E: So genera, l ly  speaking, you would advise young Mexican Americans to learn

Engl i 'sh,  to assimi ' late themselves into the Unt ied States.cul ture and not

to be so iso]at toni .st--not th ink so much about their  Mexican her i tage at

al I ttmes?

M: Stt  lc t ly .

E: Stri 'ctly. And yet to remember it.

M: To remember i t ,  r ight .

E :  That ' s  very  in te res t ing .

M: I ' l l  never forget rnV Mexican her i tage. I 'm proud of  i t  and I  was proud

of the fact that r\y parents were Mexican. I thank them for havinti me and

brought me into th is wor ld.  I ' l l  never,  never reneg or deny the faet.

t  th i 'nk that 's one of  the th ings that some of these people feelr that  i f  you

go too far to the other s ide, that you're go' ing to forget everything else

and renounce what you were before.  But I  don' t  feel  that .

E:  That 's very interest ing.  This has been a most informat ive interview.

Thank you, Mr" Mora' les.

END OF THE INTERVIEll l


	Interview no. 178
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1250795257.pdf.E68Ma

