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Del hola al adiós
BY fernanda león
The Prospector

La desidia, es en 
muchas ocasiones 
un factor muy im-
portante que nos 
lleva a no tomar 
ni malas ni buenas 
desiciones sino a 

simplemente no tomar ninguna. 
Es precisamente por esta cuestión 

que mi instancia en esta publicación 
estudiantil, hoy en día, me resulta tan 
corta. Hay miles de circunstancias 
que pude haber dejado de lado pero, 
sobretodo, muchísima gente que no 
terminé de conocer lo suficiente.

Este año me toca despedirme no 
solamente de lo que represento un 
trabajo y experiencia en el ámbito del 
periodismo para mi, sino de un grupo 
de personas que compartieron pocas 
o varias experiencias conmigo y que 
se tomaron el tiempo de conocerme. 

Todas estas personas con muchas 
ganas de hacer las cosas bien y con un 
talento personal al momento de reali-
zar su trabajo.

Cada personalidad diferente a tal 
grado que solía escuchar entre mis 
compañeros que para trabajar en esta 
publicación uno tenía que estar loco.

En sentido figurado ó no, cada una 
de estas personas se volvió parte de 
mi día diario por un tiempo aproxi-
mado de un año.

Desde la chavita con personalidad 
dulce pero con un tono de voz bas-
tante fuerte que, a final de cuentas, 
fue la insistencia y una gran parte 
del motivo por el que yo formara 
parte de este equipo, la “gordita” (que 
para nada es gordita) que se la pasa 
hablando por teléfono y se tomo el 
tiempo de platicar conmigo durante 
mis primeros días, el chavo con el 

cabello más largo de la universidad, 
el jefe más “cool” al que siempre le 
hablaba para decirle las dudas más 
tontas, el jefe que siempre se la pasaba 
en su oficina figurando que no hacía 
nada y que no le interesaba nada, el 
chavo que se la pasaba molestándome 
y haciéndome “bullying” pero al cual 
le agarre mucho cariño, el “hippie” 
que se la pasaba fumando y tomaba 
una actitud sin importancia pero que 
en realidad se interesaba por todos 
y siempre estaba atento a lo que le 
decía, la chava que toma las fotos más 
bonitas de la ciudad y así, una multi-
tud de personalidades.

Por otro lado, las personas que ha-
cen que esta publicación sea posible, 
resultaron ser mucho más intere-
santes y lindas de lo que me imaginé. 
Desde la jefa con la sonrisa y el ánimo 
más bonito de todos hasta la jefa con 
el corazón más bonito que se la pa-
saba regañando al hippie por no saber 
diseñar.

Podría hablar una infinidad de la 
gente que llegue a conocer mucho (y 
no tanto…) y de todo lo que aprendí 
siendo parte de “The Prospector”, 
pero la gran alegría y la satisfacción 
personal que me da haber formado 
parte de este equipo, no tiene precio 
ni lugar.

Las personas, el estrés, las risas, 
las platicas y las historias con las que 
tenía que cumplir semanalmente y 
que, en muchas ocasiones, se volvi-
eron una preocupación en conjunto 
con todo lo que tenía que hacer de 
mis clases fueron parte de mi mejoría 
como escritora y, sin duda alguna, 
una de las mejores experiencias que 
la Universidad de Texas en El Paso le 
dejo a mi persona.

Fernanda León may NOT be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.

Thank you to The Prospector
BY maria esquinca
The Prospector

Journalism was 
never my first op-
tion. My first dream 
was to be a doctor. 
I wanted to cure 
cancer and entered 
UTEP majoring in 

biology. I considered political science 
for a while, then I majored in creative 
writing. Finally, after fighting the 
cynic in my head, I settled on jour-
nalism. I thought it be a reasonable 
compromise.

It took me two years before I was 
given a chance by the newspaper. In 
fact, my very first published item in 
the newspaper was before I was hired, 
it was a Letter to Editor, that criti-
cized the way women’s bodies were 
being objectified into shapes for the 
Fashion Issue. 

I remember the first article I wrote, 
it was about a two-story commercial/
residence building called The Mix. I 
interviewed the owner, Octavio Go-
mez, who also owns Crave and In-
dependent Burger. I remember the 
feeling of glee. I remember those first 
sparks of  awe, to be listened to and 
to listen. I sat inside Village Inn, an 
uncertain girl, taking her first, pre-
carious steps into writing. It took me 
hours to figure it out, to get it just 
right. 

One year, and 70 articles later, I’m 
still unsure. Graduation looms over 
me like a giant, open-ended question, 
but I leave a better person, who has 
grown, but still yet has much to learn. 

I will forever be thankful to The 
Prospector for all the invaluable les-
sons I have learned while working 
here. It made me disciplined. It al-
lowed me to give a voice to the voice-

less. It gave me the freedom to pursue 
stories that mattered to me. It taught 
me there are gatekeepers that hold the 
truth, and as journalists, we constant-
ly have to fight for the truth. It taught 
me the importance of journalism, it 
gave me the reason and the means to 
write with purpose and meaning. 

I have so many people to thank, 
some of them here, some of them 
gone.  

I want to thank Jasmine Aguilera, 
for sitting with me and going through 
edits. For still taking the time to sit 
with me, when you visited El Paso, af-
ter you came back from your intern-
ship in Dallas. I’ve learned so much 
from you. 

I want to thank Lorain Ambrocio 
for giving me a chance at The Pros-
pector. It was your recommendation 
that got me in. Thank you for not cen-
soring me while you were editor-In-
chief. For the bountiful freedom you 
gave me to pursue stories that mat-
tered to me, and for letting me voice 
my opinion through columns. 

I want to thank Kathy, for her ad-
vice, patience and guidance. 

I want to thank Vero and Isabel, for 
your charm and humor. 

I want to thank Marcie, for laugh-
ing with me. For making my day a 
little better with your genuine and 
comforting “Hi’s.”

I want to thank David for taking 
the time to show me how Adobe Au-
dition works, and for showing me all 
the cool little tricks you can do to get 
better audio. 

I want to thank the advertising team 
for making the newspaper possible.

I want to thank the editorial team 
Luis, Jacobo, Javier, Michaela, Jose 
and Alonso, for 

sacrificing your Mondays for pub-

lication night. For leaving at night, 

tired and sleep deprived, after only 

the cats remain at UTEP, because 

we believe in the importance of the 

newspaper. 

I want to thank my journalism pro-

fessors and TA’s, Zita Arrocha, Da-

vid Smith, Andrew Kennis, Lourdes 

Chacon, Luis Hernandez and Aaron 

Montes, because your lessons and 

wisdom bettered my writing and 

reporting.

I want to thank UTEP PR, for 

teaching me that there’s gatekeepers 

to the truth, and for giving me insight 

into the bureaucratic way in which 

institutions work. 

I want to thank all the people I in-

terviewed and who took the time to 

speak with me.

As I write my last column, I can’t 

help feeling perplexed by the odd jux-

taposition of being surrounded by the 

familiar, yet looming over me is the 

finality of tonight. I leave, comforted 

by my memories and lessons I’ve 

learned, they will follow me forever.

Thank you Prospector.

Maria Esquinca may NOT be reached at 

theprospectordaily.news@gmail.com.

Seasons greetings from the Prospector’s Fall 2015 staff From left to right

(Back row) Andres Martinez, 
Jose Soto, Edgar Hernandez, 
Angel Ulloa, Alonso Moreno, 
Luis Gonzalez, Blake Lanham, 
Jonathon Duarte.

(Middle row) Jacobo De La Rosa,    
Julia Hettiger, Maria Esquinca, 

Fernanda León, 
Alexandra Martinez, Javier Cortez.

(Front row) Michaela Román, 
Kathleen Flores, Veronica Gonzalez, 
Isabel Castillo, Julio Cesar Chavez.

Not Shown: Christopher Zacherl, 
Sergio Zamora, Juan Carlos Navarrete, 
Omar Herandez, Valeria Delgado, 
Mariel Mora, Vanesa Guevara, 

Marcela Luna.
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Oliver Sindayigaya
Software engineering - second year 
graduate student
“Look for a job as a software engineer.”

Naomi Torres
Freshman pshycology major
“After I graduate I want to be a psychologist 
and travel the world.”

Jean Andre Moore 
Sophomore commercial music major
“I want to perform in front of  thousands 
and thousands of  people and entertain 
audiences.”

Adrian Salazar
Junior accounting major
“I’m going to try to get a job in the business 
field, start my own business, then get my 
masters degree.”

Marcel Gilley
Freshman mechanical engineering
major
“My goal is to graduate with honors and go 
to graduate school so I can one day own my 
own business.”

Ibrahim Salama
Junior cellular and molecular bio-
chemistry major
“My plans are to apply to medical school, 
move to a city with a beach, and eventually 
recieve my M.D.”

Victor Madrid
Junior mechanical engineering major
“After graduation, my goal is to work for a 
company to gather resources and begin 
my entrepeneurship in the energy field to 
provide clean energy.”

Benji Rodriguez
Sophomore finance major
“My plans after I graduate are to go with 
the flow and try to get a job out of  town. 
Live day by day. No long term planning.”

Carlos Vizcarra
Junior mechanical engineering major
 “Work for a construction company as an 
engineer.”

Julio Esteban Monje
Freshman kinesiology major
“After I graduate I want to be an athletic 
trainer for the NBA.”

Roxanna Rocha
Sophomore pre nursing major
“I hope to go for my MSN and be a nurse 
practicioner and specialize in family care.”

Alexandra Berrios
Freshman forensics major
“I plan on pursuing a Doctorate and also 
becoming the head of  the forensics depart-
ment for the FBI.”

Jesus Ojeda
Senior marketing & economics major
“I want to go into commercial real estate 
and franchising, but first get my MBA.”

Juakheem Rumph
Freshman criminal justice major
“After I graduate I want to go straight to 
the FBI.”

Andrea Villela
Sophomore mechanical engineering major
“After graduation I plan to go on to get a 
masters degree while working as an intern.”

Delaney Kuehnel
Sophomore kinesiology major
“After graduation I plan to travel the world.”

Joshua Silvas
Senior kinesiology major
“I want to become a college football coach 
and one day become the head coach of  the 
UTEP Miners.”

Itzel Payan
Sophomore political science major
“After graduation I plan to marry rich and 
become a trophy wife.”

Sebastian Perez
Sophomore mechanical engineering 
major
“I dont know, I didn’t think I would get this 
far.”

Kevin Rodriguez
Sophomore accounting major
“My plans after graduation are get out of  
town, get a job to get experience, and afrer 
acquiring experience apply for the FBI.”

What are your plans after graduation? 
adrian broaddus, andres martinez, angel ulloa / The Prospector

question of the week
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In honor of the upcoming winter commencement, 
The Prospector had a Q&A session with 

UTEP President Diana Natalicio.AQ&

When you first grad-
uated from college, 
how did you know 
what to do after that?

 
With encouragement 

from my professors at 
St. Louis University, 
to consider going to 
graduate school. I had 
my eye on the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin 
because it was highly 
regarded for its pro-
grams in Spanish lan-
guage and literature, 
which is what I’d stud-
ied at SLU.  At the sug-
gestion of one of my 
professors, I also ap-
plied for a Fulbright 
Fellowship to spend 
a year in Brazil, but 
didn’t think I’d actually 
be selected, so I didn’t 
give that possibility 
much thought.  When 
I received a letter from 
my congressman in-
forming me that I’d 
been awarded the Ful-
bright, I was shocked 
and somewhat fright-
ened at the prospect, 
especially since I’d 

never flown on an air-
plane or lived away 
from home before! 
Happily, I gathered my 
courage and traveled 
to Brazil, where I spent 
the most exciting and 
intensive learning ex-
perience of my life–to-
tally transformative!

 
What is your advice 

for students gradu-
ating this semester?  

 
Be confident that the 

preparation you’ve 
received at UTEP 
will enable you to be 
successful in achiev-
ing your biggest 
dreams.  Be bold in 
pursuing opportuni-
ties that may initially 
seem daunting to you.  

 
What is the biggest 

difference you see in 
today’s students from 
when you first became 
president in 1988? 

 
There are nearly 9,000 

more UTEP students 
today than there were 

in 1988, and they more 
faithfully reflect the 
demographics of the 
surrounding region 
than they did then.  
UTEP students in 
2015 set higher aspira-
tions for themselves—
graduate/professional 
schools and career 
options—and they 
are far more actively 
engaged in seeking to 
capitalize on the rich 
range of opportunities 
for professional and 
personal development 
offered to them on to-
day’s UTEP campus.  

 
What efforts are be-

ing done to increase 
graduation rates? 

 
Traditional gradua-

tion rates, which are 
a vestige of mid-20th 
century higher educa-
tion, are highly mis-
leading measures of 
the performance of 
large public univer-
sities like UTEP, be-
cause their calculation 
requires that students 
start and complete 
their degrees at the 
same institution.  At 
UTEP, this method of 
calculating graduation 
rates means that 70 
percent of our gradu-
ates—including all our 
transfer students—
don’t get counted, sim-
ply because they didn’t 
start their bachelor’s 
degrees as full-time 
freshmen at UTEP. 

 
 Given the fact that 79 

percent of UTEP stu-
dents make less than 
$19,000 a year, do 

you think increasing 
tuition will decrease 
access to education? 

 
No, I don’t think that 

modest increases in 
tuition would have 
that impact because, 
through our UTEP 
Promise program, stu-
dents whose family in-
comes total $30,000 or 
less, are guaranteed fi-
nancial aid that elimi-
nates any out-of-pock-
et cost of attendance. 

 
What progress has 

been made toward 
achieving tier-one sta-
tus, and why is this 
accomplishment im-
portant for UTEP?

 
We’ve made huge 

progress.  We set two 
tier-one goals:  $100 
million in annual re-
search expenditures 
and 100 doctoral de-
grees conferred an-
nually.  Over the past 
several years, we’ve 
already exceeded 
the 100 doctoral de-
grees goal, and our 
annual research ex-
penditures now total 
more than $90 mil-
lion, so we’re getting 
very close to achiev-
ing that goal as well.

 
Since you became 

president, there have 
been major, signifi-
cant changes at UTEP, 
such as an increase 
in enrollment, re-
search expenditures, 
the construction of 
new buildings, etc. 
What future do you 
foresee for UTEP? 

What legacy do you 
wish to leave behind?

 
I see UTEP as a na-

tional model for ed-
ucating historically 
underrepresented 
students—Hispanics, 
first in their families 
to pursue higher edu-
cation, and those who 
have very limited fi-
nancial means. The 
disparity in higher ed-
ucational attainment 
between low and high 
socioeconomic quar-
tiles in U.S. society has 
grown wider over the 
past 40 years.  Fewer 
than 10 percent of U.S. 
young people in the 
lowest socioeconomic 
quartile today earn 
a bachelor’s degree, 
while in the highest 
quartile, bachelor’s 
degree attainment has 
risen to nearly 80 per-
cent.  UTEP’s access 
and excellence mis-
sion has become well 
known for successful-
ly addressing that ab-
solutely unacceptable 
socioeconomic dis-
parity and for re-shap-
ing the national narra-
tive on the role of U.S. 
public higher educa-
tion in the 21st centu-
ry.   To me, that will be, 
far and away, UTEP’s 
most critically impor-
tant and lasting legacy.  

file PHOTO
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A CHRISTMAS CAROL

RUDOLPH THe red-NOSED reindeer

TRaditional mexican posada

FRED LOYA CHRISTMAS LIGHTSHOW

DAVE KOZ CHRISTMAS TOUR

HOLIDAYEVENTS The Cure to perform in El Paso for the second time

file photo
The Cure will return to El Paso on May 17 at the Don Haskins center. 

Few bands are synony-
mous with their musical 
genres and political state-
ments as The Cure. The 
iconic punk-rock band 
has enjoyed a long-lasting 
musical trajectory with 
abundant success. A lot of 
their success is in part due 
to their front man Rob-
ert Smith, the only origi-
nal member of the group. 
Smith is the primary 

songwriter for The Cure 
and acts as lead vocalist. 

The Cure will be launch-
ing a 22-city North Ameri-
can tour beginning in the 
spring. The band will be 
performing in El Paso 
on May 17 at the Don 
Haskins Center. This will 
be the bands second El 
Paso concert after head-
lining Austin City Limits 
Music Festival in 2013. 

The Cure released their 
debut album, “Three Imag-
inary Boys,” in 1979 in the 
United Kingdom. It was 
later re-titled “Boys Don’t 
Cry” for a North American 
release. The album includ-
ed their break-through hit 
under the same title. The 
band later released hits 
such as “Love Song,” “Just 
Like Heaven,” and “Friday 
I’m In Love,” which made 
them among some of the 

best-selling and most suc-
cessful bands of the 1980s.

A statement on the 
band’s official website 
states that they will per-
form unreleased tracks 
while showcasing a brand 
new stage production. 

Ticket prices range from 
$19.25 to $69.25. They 
are available at the UTEP 
Ticket Center and at the of-
ficial Ticketmaster website. 

The UTEP Department of Theatre and Dance will 
perform the classic play starting on Dec. 13 at the 
Wise Family Theater at the Fox Fine Arts Center. 
Call (915) 747-5118 for ticket prices and showtimes.

The winner of ABC’s “The Great Christmas Light 
Fight” will bring back an El Paso tradition beginning 
on Nov. 27 on Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 6, 7 
and 8 p.m.

This musical brings the holiday favorite off the 
screen and onto the stage. Show dates are Dec. 8 
and Dec. 9 at the Plaza Theater. Ticket prices vary 
from $31.50 to $50.

Grammy-nominated saxophonist Dave Koz will give 
a jazzy touch to holiday favorites during the El Paso 
stop of his 2015 tour at the Plaza Theater on Dec. 
15 at 7 p.m.

The El Paso Museum of History will host a posada 
on Dec. 17 from 6:00 to 8 p.m. There will be piñata 
breaking, candy, villansicos (holiday songs), tamales, 
hot chocolate and live music. Limited seats are avail-
able. RSVP is required by calling (915) 351-3588.
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The top ten albums of 2015

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS
The Prospector” 

Labeled as the successor of Tupac 
Shakur and known in Compton as 
the African-American messiah, the 
best album of the year goes to the al-
bum that summed up every hip-hop 
album that has ever been released, 
combined them into one, while 
also featuring an intricate storyline. 

The Californian rap-god tackles top-
ics such as self-love on “Complexion,” 
politics on “How Much a Dollar Cost” 
and race on “The Blacker the Berry.” 
K-Dot plays with the love he has for 
“Lucy,” which can be interpreted as a 
metaphor about how evil is welcomed 
into our lives too easily, and his con-
stant struggle with his inner demons. 

The hip-hop, jazz blend that 
Kendrick uses on the album fuses 
with deep and meaningful lyr-
ics, which makes it undoubt-

edly the best album of the year.

“Surf ” was one of the most an-
ticipated albums of the year, with 
the help of front man and lead vocals 
Chance the Rapper. Along with Don-
nie and Chance, Peter Cottontale, 
Greg Landfair Jr. and Nate Fox make 
up the Social Experiment band. The 
album is full of features from the 
likes of BJ The Chicago Kid, Big Sean, 
KYLE, B.o.B, Busta Rhymes, J. Cole, 
Quavo, Erykah Badu and more. On 
lead vocals is Chance the Rapper, who 
was able to explore outside his com-
fort zone by joining a band-setting 
and making unique music with the 
intent to spread good vibes and posi-
tive messages. In the closing song, 
“Windows,” Chance encourages his 
audience by saying “Don’t you look 
up to me, don’t trust a word I say,” 
encouraging his followers to be them-
selves and follow their own ambitions. 

Yes, we all knew Jaime Smith from 
his previous work with The XX, but 
listeners did not know what to ex-
pect when Smith released his solo 
project “In Colour.” On both albums 
with The XX, Smith never once dis-
appointed with the melodic sounds. 
However, on this 11-track album, 
Jaime completely visits a new realm 
in music. In fact, that was Smith’s 
intentions. He had been working on 
“In Colour” collectively for five years. 
Smith aimed to create an album un-
like one from any era. Combining 
sound bits with groovy and acid-like 
beats, Smith capitalizes on the re-
cord. Smith uses a comfortable fea-
tures approach with fellow XX mem-
ber Romy on “SeeSaw” and “Loud 
Places” and independent songwriter 
Oliver Sim on “Stranger in a Room.” 
Then, he explores new areas outside 
his comfort zone with his clash with 
Young Thug and Popcaan on “I Know 

There’s Gonna Be (Good Times).”

Mark my words, 10 years from now, 
rappers will be referencing “At. Long. 
Last. A$AP.” As a prelude to the al-
bum, Rocky released the best single 
of the year, “Multiply,” which set the 
serious yet inventive tone for the al-
bum. Hard beat songs such as “Ca-
nal Street,” “JD,” “Lord Pretty Flacko 
Jodye” and “M’$” are perfect hard-
hitting songs to listen to with heavy 
bass.  However, Rocky experiments 
with new sounds on “Electric Body,” 

“Fine Wine” and “L$D,” which com-
bine slow beats and smooth vocals 
that add to the drug-based album.

After two albums that had fans beg-
ging for more, guitarist and vocals 
Kevin Parker and the rest of Tame 
Impala delivered quite a unique sen-
sation with “Currents.” Using Pink 
Floyd-esque guitars and sounds, the 
album is an easy listen. The theme 
of break-up is seen almost evidently 
throughout songs such as “Eventu-
ally.” The somber, melancholy tone 
is seen through songs such as “Let 
It Happen” and “’Cause I’m a Man.” 

Synthesizing pop beats combined 
with a ballad guitar gives this album 
a sweet and easy listening groove.

Set in the future as two space trav-
elers reminisce on when music was 
good, Logic’s sophomore album 
takes flight to all new heights. The 
25-year-old rapper from Gaithers-
burg, Maryland, continues to spit 
flows on godly levels, and this album 
does not disappoint. Stellar tracks, 
such as “Young Jesus,” “Innermis-
sion” and “Like Whoa,” highlight 

Logic’s diverse ability to rap on bars. 
This album gives Logic a claim to be 
known around as one of the greats. 

“Sound in Color” is Alabama Shakes 
discovering new heights as folk artists  
while still incorporating sweet, elec-
tronic sounds. The 12-track record 
kicks off with “Sound in Color,” pos-
sibly the best intro song of the year. 
The track sets a soothing, newfound 
tone for the album. Throughout the 
album, 60s rock & roll influences 
bounce throughout the songs. Other 
songs to check out are “Gimmie All 
Your Love” and “Don’t Wanna Fight.”

  Adele-“25” “Hello” is the five-letter 
word that Adele uses to capture her 
audience after her prolonged hiatus 
from music. “25” is not like Adele’s 

previous work. In her new work of 
art, Adele enters a new deep realm 
of meaning. She continues her clas-
sical, orchestrated sound, but uses 
mainstream pop and faster beats to 
clash with her vocals. “I Miss You” 
and “Remedy” are the typical Adele 
tear-jerkers. However, that is not all 
the album offers. With acoustic gui-
tars, faster piano play and folk drums, 
Adele discovers new heights with “25.” 

The ex-underground, R & B sensa-
tion Abel Tesfaye, better known as 
The Weeknd, finds the limelight in 
“Beauty Behind the Madness.” Tes-
faye delivers radio hits with the likes 
of “Often,” “Earned It,” “Can’t Feel My 
Face” and “The Hills,” but he does not 
float too far away from his roots. This 
album was as if he combined his first 
three mixtapes, “House of Balloons,” 
“Echoes of Silence” and “Thursday,” 
and picked what he liked best from 
each one. Transitioning from quirky 
trap sounds and orchestrated beats 
are what this album goes through. 
“Tell Your Friends” is more for his 
long-time fans, using the line, “I was 
broken, I was broken, I was so broke, 
I used to roam around the town when 
I was homeless…Now we get faded, 
when we want girl, we got choices.” 
The come-up for Tesfaye was a long 
process, but now that he has made 
it, he bursts through in this album.

Love him or hate him, Drake was 
the most talked about artist of 2015, 
and this mix tape did not fail to give 
more credibility to Drizzy as an artist. 
The album, which came out in the first 
quarter of 2015, can still be listened 
to nowadays with total ease. Hits like 
“Energy” and “Know Yourself ” are 
trap-filled and get the listener ex-
cited. Drake also slows it down with 
fellow Toronto artist PartyNextDoor 
on “Preach” and “Wednesday Night 
Interlude.” “Jungle” can be related to 
his older sex-driven songs, “You and 

the 6” brings innocence to Drake by 
bringing his mom into the song as 
a metaphor for him venting on the 
harsh reality of fame. This album was 
a prelude to Drake’s fame for 2015, 
paving the way for his project with 
Future, “What A Time To Be Alive,” 
his beef with Meek Mill and having 
everyone singing “Hotline Bling.”

Wale – “The Album About Nothing” 
Quite the contrary to the album 

title, this album encompasses ev-
erything. From drugs, to sneakers, 
to societal movements, “The Album 
About Nothing” is a view on society 
from the eyes of an East-based rapper.

Travis Scott – “Rodeo”
Maybe in the league of the dark-

est albums of the year, Rodeo gives 
trap/hip-hop lovers a new feel for 
dark and trap music. Features shine 
on this album and leave listeners 
wanting more out of Travis Scott.

Miguel – “Wildheart”
If  you told me Miguel would 

be a part of this list at the begin-
ning of the year, I would’ve called 
you crazy. However, this Cali-artist 
uses influences from Frank Ocean, 
Trey Songz and Jeremiah to cap-
tivate the listener in this drug-
filled wonderland of an album. 

Mac Miller – “Good A.M.” 
 Mac’s constant battle with so-

briety and moderation clashes 
with theology in this album. It’s 
an easy listen and separates Mac 
Miller from his stereotypical hype 
up music that he used to be about. 

Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

Mine Tracks

1.Kendrick Lamar
“To Pimp a Butterfly” 

2.Donnie Trumpet and the 
Social Experiment – “Surf”
Orchestrated by Nico Segal 
(a.k.a. Donnie Trumpet), 

3.Jamie XX – “In Colour”

4.A$AP Rocky- “At. Long. 
Last. A$AP”

5.Tame Impala 
“Currents” 

6.Logic- “The Incred-
ible True Story”

7. Alabama Shakes – 
“Sound in Color”

 8. Adele-“25” “Hello”

9. The Weeknd – “Beau-
ty Behind the Madness”

10. Drake– “If You’re Read-
ing This It’s Too Late”

Just Missed it

special to the prospector
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BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

For many students, college is a 
form of creative expression. These 
students take classes that inspire 
them to work outside the lines by 
working on projects that take their 
artistic ambitions to the next level. 

Leah Tellez, an art major who is 
graduating on Dec. 12, has built an 
artistic livelihood throughout her ed-
ucational career at UTEP. Majoring in 
graphic design and minoring in draw-
ing has allowed her to explore her 
artistic abilities in a brand-new way. 

“I like doing illustrations that are 
fun and quaint,” Tellez said. “My 
drawings are inspired by memories, 
and I focus a lot on what we re-
member and how we remember it.”

Although she is pursuing what 
she loves, Tellez said there are many 
challenges she has had to overcome 
both as an artist and as a student.

“I think the hardest part of be-
ing an art major, no matter what 
the discipline is, is to constantly be 
aware that what you’re doing is not 
fresh,” Tellez said. “In order to suc-
ceed, you need to reinvent yourself.”

To really let her personality 
shine through her work, Tellez said 
she has to put in a lot of effort to 
reach a level of artistic skill that al-
lows her to follow her ambitions. 

“You need to put in a lot of hard 
work to get where you can even think 
about creating yourself as an artist,” 
Tellez said. “Sometimes, it’s hard go-
ing from the technical to conceptual.”

Like many aspiring art-
ists, Tellez’s love for art came to 
her at very young age and has 
flourished throughout her life.

“I have enjoyed art ever since I can 
remember,” Tellez said. “I was al-
ways drawing, ever since I was a kid.”

Tellez remained very involved in 
the art scene at UTEP through her 
job and volunteer work that has 
connected her with other artists.

“I work at the UTEP art depart-
ment, which is right next door to the 
Rubin Center,” Tellez said. “I have vol-
unteered at the Rubin Center when-
ever they have events and art shows, 
and I got really great exposure there.”

Art has been a big part of 
Tellez’s life and has impacted her 
in many ways, including in as-
pects she was not expecting.

“I would say the biggest way art has 
helped me is that it helped me de-
velop critical thinking skills,” Tellez 
said. “When I’m working on my art, 
I need to look at things from an ana-
lytical point of view, and in a way it 
has also helped me develop my com-
munication skills through my art.”

Once she graduates, Tellez hopes 
to continue her passion for drawing 
and graphic design in her career at a 
design studio here on the borderland.

“After graduation, I hope to stay 
here in El Paso working for a design 
studio here,” Tellez said. “Later on, I 
want to get my master of fine arts in 
graphic design, but in graduate school, 
I want to focus more on illustration.”

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com. 

Upcoming graduate values degree through hardship and triumph

Graduating student pursues dream in illustration 

angel ulloa / The Prospector
Senior art major Leah Tellez shows off a book she designed herself. 

BY JOSE SOTO
The Prospector

Graduating from college is a mile-
stone in any student’s life. It is a re-
warding experience where all of your 
scholastic efforts and daily struggles 
to stay on top of your schoolwork and 
tasks finally come to fruition. Alberto 
Rodriguez, a graduating corporate 
and organizational communication 

major, knows all too well how it is to fi-
nally see all of their hard work pay off. 

“College has been a lifetime ex-
perience,” Rodriguez said. “I ex-
perienced a handful of events that 
really defined me as a person.”  

Like many, Rodriguez found his 
scholarly niche by simply experienc-
ing the many aspects of college life.  

“My major was pretty much a go 
with the flow kind of thing,” Rodri-
guez said. “I help out with a debate 
team, in which I was exposed to 
public speaking and debate. I knew 
from there I wanted to somehow be 
involved with communications. Also, 
I also have always envied Samantha 
Jones from ‘Sex and the City,’ and 
coming to realize she worked in pub-

lic relations, I too realized that is what 
I wanted to do. Luckily, mainstream 
television did me good as it led me 
to do exactly what I wanted to do.”

Although he is about to close 
the collegiate chapter of his life, 
Rodriguez also recognizes that 
it wasn’t entirely a path of roses. 

“I lost everything,” said Rodriguez.  
“I lost my car, apartment, a job. I was 
literally left with nothing at one point 
while going through college. I was at 
the point where I was hospitalized 
due to how bad things had come to. 
I don’t count with the support of my 
family due to our differences, so I 
had to go through this by myself, but 
above it all, I never dropped out. “

Rodriguez battled depression and a 
chronic disease, but refused to drop 
out school. School was the only thing 
he had at one point and was the only 
thing that kept him going and focused. 

He realized while going through all 
this that life does not stop for anyone, 
that either you find your way through 
it or it will take you with it.  That’s 
how he got to the point of graduation.

Just like Rodriguez, every stu-
dent has felt the pressure of fin-
ishing school projects and pass-
ing exams. Rodriguez said that 
is actually a feeling he enjoys.

“The stress was actually enjoyable,”
Rodriguez said.  “Having the anxiety 

of presenting your final project, brand 
analysis, campaign or marketing idea 
and knowing you’re about to be criti-
cized to the ground by it. That has by 
far been the best feeling, you hate it 
when you feel it, but then you real-
ize you feel nervous, stress, anxious 
because you care, then you value it.”

Just like many college stu-
dents, Rodriguez had to bal-
ance his school with his work life.  

“Working and going to school at 

the same time was challenging, but it’s 

also a time management lesson,” Ro-

driguez said. “You understand what 

needs to be taken care of and what can 

wait. School always came first. I didn’t 

see myself without a college degree.” 

Rodriguez plans to leave El 

Paso after graduation in order to 

pursue bigger ambitions, much 

like many UTEP graduates do. 

“I need to finish working on me,” 

Rodriguez said. “Now that I am about 

to graduate, I plan to move to a bigger 

city to find a job, settle in, hopefully be 

accepted to a master’s program in the 

future, but mainly reinvent myself.”

Rodriguez said everyone’s college 

trajectory is different, so students 

need to figure out what works best 

for themselves. He said it is not only 

about getting good grades, but also 

building relationships along the way. 

“Being a straight-A student will 

open some doors, but knowing the 

right people opens the right doors,” 

Rodriguez said. “It’s not about work-

ing harder, but about working smarter.  

So go to it knowing where you want to 

be, at least an idea. Go to class, work-

with others and make connections. 

Jose Soto may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@

gmail.com.

jonathon duarte / The Prospector
Senior corporate and organizational communication major Alberto Rodriguez will graduate this December. 
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Men’s team shows grit in Corpus Christi Classic

By Adrian Broaddus 
The Prospector

After being crowned champions at 
the Corpus Christi Coastal Classic 
tournament, the UTEP men’s basket-
ball is off to its best start in 15 years. 
It’s the first time since the 2000-01 
season that the Miners have started 
6-0. 

With the title, the Miners captured 
their first in-season championship 
since 1984. 

After breezing past Alcorn State 
and Florida A&M, 88-66 and 72-54, 
respectively, Tim Floyd and the Min-
ers found themselves on the road for 
the first time this season, traveling to 
Corpus Christi, Nov. 27 – 28. 

Led by the two big men down low, 
Hooper Vint and Terry Winn com-
bined for 33 points and lifted the 
group over the likes of Southern Il-
linois, 71-66. 

Next came the championship game 
against a very familiar Colorado State 
team. Head coach of the Rams, Larry 
Eustachy, was the assistant coach for 
Tim Floyd at Idaho during the 1986-
87 season,. Also, this was the 73rd 
time the two teams clashed. The long-
time rivals did not fail to play an ex-
hilarating game. 

Despite trailing by 17 at the half, 
the Miners stormed out in the sec-
ond half, opening with a 10-0 run. 
With nine minutes to go, losing 62-
52, UTEP rallied with a 9-0 run and 

closed the gap to one point. Then both 
teams traded baskets until the end of 
regulation. After Emmanuel Omogbo 
of the Rams hit a jumper, Moore re-
sponded with a clutch 3-pointer that 
would send the game into overtime, 
deadlocked at 73-73.

Although the Miners stole a quick 
lead, Colorado State was able to tie 
the game at 81. Junior guard Domi-
nic Artis attempted a last-second 
step back jumper, but could not con-
vert. The game was sent to double 
overtime. 

With back-to-back layups by Vint 
and Morris, the Rams were not able 
to find any luck in the second extra 
period. Tevin Caldwell capped the 
win for the Miners with an offensive 

rebound with less than two minutes 
remaining, thus sending the squad to 
the charity stipe to extend the lead. 

Earvin Morris and Lee Moore both 
posted a team-high 28 points as the 
Miners defeated the Rams 99-90 in 
double overtime, thus being crowned 
champions of the tournament. 

“I’m real proud of them,” Floyd 
said after the game to UTEP athlet-
ics. “We’ve got a lot of things that 
we still need to get better at. We got 
thoroughly pummeled on the glass 
(against Colorado State). We’ve got 
to simply get better on the glass some 
way or another.  We’ve got to figure 
that out. I think we can learn a lot 
from this game though, and that’s the 
beautiful thing about it. That’s a very 
good, well-coached Colorado State 
team and it’s a quality win for us.”

Morris was named the Corpus 
Christi Coastal Classic tournament 
MVP, while Moore and Vint were 
named to the All-Tournament Team. 

Morris finished the four games with 
70 points, including his 58.8 shoot-
ing percentage in the championship 
game, where he made 10-of-17 shots 
and 7-of-8 free throws. 

Moore led the team in scoring 
throughout the four-game period 
with 72 points. His game high came 
from the championship game as well.. 

Artis continues to be a dual threat 
in scoring and in assists. He scored 43 
total points in the tournament, but his 
ability to distribute with a low turn-
over rate has made for a very efficient 
start to the season. Artis has 36 as-
sists this season and averages six per 
game. He accounts for 39 percent of 
the team’s assists thus far. 

Vint and Winn continue to domi-
nate the paint for the squad as well. 

Winn finished with 12 points in the 
championship, while Vint barely 
missed a double-double, scoring 13 
and snatching nine boards.

In the championship win, Floyd 
was able to dip into his bench and 
give minutes to different faces. The 
newcomers to the squad have been 
playing substantial minutes thus far 
and continue to contribute to the 
team. Players such as Paul Thomas, 
Trey Touchet and Christian Romine 
are getting substantial minutes and 
portrays that depth is a factor that 
Floyd continues to seek for the team. 

“We were able to get great minutes 
from Trey Touchet off the bench and 
Paul Thomas off the bench in critical 
times,” Floyd said. “Those two fresh-
men were outstanding, and Christian 
Romine for a couple of minutes.”

Although they faced some less chal-
lenging opponents in the opening six 
games, the Miners will have an ardu-
ous road ahead. During the tougher 
drive, the Miners will face rival New 
Mexico State twice, and host Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington, who have 
already beat Ohio State and Memphis 
and Pac-12 affiliate Washington State.

“It’s a good group,” Floyd adds re-
garding the team. “I think they’re 
resilient. We had chances to lose 
(against Southern Illinois).  I’m just 
glad that we didn’t and we’re learning 
how to win.”    

Floyd and his team will attempt to 
continue their unbeaten streak against 
New Mexico State on Wednesday, 
Dec. 2 in the Pan American Center in 
Las Cruces. Tip off for their first of-
ficial road game is set for 7 p.m. 

Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com. 

Miners show promise for the future even in a rebuilding season

By Javier Cortez
The Prospector

This past Wednesday, Nov. 25, the 
UTEP volleyball team fell in their 
final match of the season against the 
New Mexico State Aggies 3-0 (25-23, 
25-21, 25-21). Despite being out-
matched, the Miners put up a strong 
fight to conclude their season, in one 
of the highest attended matches at 
Memorial Gym this season. 

The match was emblematic of the 
Miners’ season, closely contested 
with short burst of solid play, but not 
enough consistency to close out sets 
and come out with the win. Com-

ing into the season, the Miners were 
hopeful of a positive season, after a 
ghastly 2014 season that came with 
just seven wins and only one win on 
their home floor. 

Then injuries, inabilities to close 
out sets and a lack of experience be-
came too much to overcome. The 
Miners improved their win total by 
two to finish the season with a pedes-
trian 9-23 record, and all in all anoth-
er disappointing close. 

Nevertheless, the talent is young 
and the future is bright. The 2015 sea-
son turned out to be another rebuild-
ing season that will be a precursor to 
a brighter future.  

“It’s been a rebuilding season,” said 
senior Ashely Peak. “We have a lot 
of young girls and just three seniors 
graduating. They have to cover some 
ground as far as defense, but they are 
going to be stacked for next year. I 
think they’ll do pretty good.”

Peak, like many of the upperclass-
men, has had to endure a tough past 
two years, only seeing 16 wins in 
more than 60 matches. Although be-
ing excited for what the future holds, 
Peak will miss her time as a collegiate 
volleyball player. 

“It feel weird because I’ve been 
playing for 12 years, so I’m going to 
miss it,” Peak said. “I’m gonna miss 

the crowd, adrenaline, teammates, 
but I’ll still come and watch them and 
support the Miners.”

Peak is graduating with a bachelor’s 
degree in marketing in December 
and is staying in El Paso to get her 
second bachelor’s in finance. Other 
departures besides Peak are Naomi 
Whitehair and Talia Jones. Whitehair 
was a defensive specialist who was in 
and out of matches, while Jones was 
the Miners’ premier offensive special-
ist at outside hitter for the past two 
seasons. 

“It’s going to be tough to lose Talia 
(Jones),” said head coach Holly Watts. 
“She had her moments where she was 
unstoppable. We’ll have to recreate 
that.” 

Jones was a bright spot in a very 
dim offensive attack that the Miners 
put out on the floor. The senior led 
the team in kills, with 329 this season. 
Despite Jones and a talented setter 
in Lindsay Larson, the Miners were 
competitive solely because of their 
defense. 

“Our blocking and our defense 
were our bright spots,” Watts said. 
“Our blocks and digs per set in con-
ference and national rankings were 
up there and pretty decent. Whereas 
our hitting percentage and kills per 
set were not.”

The Miners posted one of the worst 
hitting percentages in Conference 
USA. The win totals were low, the sta-
tistics were bland and the individual 
accolades never poured in, but coach 
Watts saw growth from a very young 
team. 

“I think there was a lot of growth,” 
Watts said. “There was some im-
provement in areas, but our offense 
is young still. We had some good 
players on the bench, who didn’t get 
a lot of opportunities this year, but 
they’ll have more opportunities in the 
future.”

This season showed that the Min-
ers were simply a bad team, but their 
season was also hindered by  injuries. 

Sophomore Collene Coessens’ mid-
season injury that saw her miss nearly 
the rest of the season was the straw 
that broke the camel’s back. The Bel-
gium native suffered a collapsed lung, 
which effectively ended her season. 
Coach Watts was forced to switch 
lineups, play players who would not 
be playing, while finding ways to 
combat continuous injuries. 

Granted injuries are a part of 
sports, Watts and her players made 
no qualms about the injury-plagued 
season and chalked it up to the na-
ture of volleyball. It was a season of 
uncompleted goals, but the optimism 
for the future is still intact. 

 “It didn’t go as we hoped,” Larson 
said. “One of our goals was to make 
conference tournament and we are 
disappointed that we couldn’t make it. 
But we had a lot of really good match-
es within this season. Next year, if we 
can build on finishing matches, we’ll 
do really well.”

Javier Cortez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com. 

michaela roman/ The Prospector
Junior guard Dominic Artis leads the Miners assists and assist to turnover ratio through six games. 

angel ulloa / The Prospector
The UTEP volleyball team lost their last match of the season to New Mexico State last Wednesday on Nov. 25. 
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