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E:

BICENTENNTAL

This interview' is.  being conducted in El  Pas.o,  Texasn on July Zgth,

1975. The subject  of  the interview is Judge George Rodr/guez, Sr.

of  El  Paso. Judge Rodri 'guez, where were you born,  s i r?

I  was born in tdashington D. C.

In what yearn s i r?

January 20th,  1909.

E: Could you tel l  me something about your parents,  Judge? Their  background?

R: l"ty father was attorney. He was a judge in Ciudad Ju#ez. He was chargd

d'af fa i res for  the Nicaraguan government in Washington D. C. He was the

Nicaraguan Consul  in San Francisco, Cal i fornia.  l4y mother is named

Aleiandra Douglas.  Her father was an engineer on the west coast of

M6xico.  He helped bui ld the Southern Paci f ic  there and owned a rai l road

and nav iga t ion  company.  That ' s  about  i t .

Could you tel l  me where your father was born and when?

I don' t  know the date,  but  he was born in Nicaragua.

In what c j ty?

In  0 tep i .

How did he get to north Mdxico and El paso?

He was consul  in San Francisco, drd then he went as a diplomat to

R:

E :

R:

E :

R:

R:

E :

R:



t r .

R:

!' lashingtoh" D. C. Then we came to El Paso.

E: Do you come from a large family, Judge?

R:  Four  ch i ' ld ren  in  our  fami ly .

Were they younger or ol der than yourse'l f?

I 'm  the  o ldes t .

E: Could you tel l  me what your brothers and sisters do?

R: My brother is a dent ist  in Dal ' las,  Texas--a ret i ted Army Colonel ,

graduate of  Baylor, fa i r t .y-prominent in Dal las c iv ic af fa i rs.  He was

secretary to the Nat ional  Dental  Associat ion.  My sister 's a teacher

in Dal las.  lv ly youngest brother is Purchasing Agent for  General  Motors

Corporat ion in Mdxico Ci ty.

Could you tel l  me something about your school ing?

I at tended publ ic schools in El  Paso, Texas--Lamaro Morehead, Bai ley,

E] Paso H' igh.  I  took my pre'1ega1 training at  St .  Mary Universi ty in

San Antonio.  Then I  at tended the Universi ty of  Ar izona at  Tucson where

I rece' ived my Bachelor of  taws dqgree.

When did you receive your Bachelor of  Laws degree?

R:  I  933 .

E:  Judge,  wh i le  you were  growing  up  in  E1 Paso,  can you reca l l  any  teachers

in  schoo l  who may have had a  par t i cu la r  in f luence on  your  l i fe  wh i le

E :

R:

E :



RODRTGUEZ

you were growing uP?

R: Yes. I rernember a few.

E: Could you name them and tel l  me something about them?

R: Mrs.  Fleck.  The thing I  remember about her most--she was beaut i fu l .

Mrs.  Bartholomew, she was my Math teacher;  Mrs.  Burgess taught me Engl ish

in high school ;  Mrs.  Maud Issacs who later was State Representat ive

leg is la to r .  Mrs .  Pr ice ;  Dr .  Jones  was pr inc ipa l  a t  h igh  schoo l ;  and a

few o thers ,  bu t  I  can ' t  reca l l  the i r  names a t  th is  t ime.

i :  0 f  courser  you ' re  o f  N icaraguan descent ,  Judge. . .

No'  not  necessar i ly .  W father was the on' ly one. My mother 's part

Eng l ish  and par t  Mex ican.

E : Could you tell me where she was from?

R: She was from the state of  Sinaloa.

E: Perhaps you

father from

coul d de'lve

Engl and?

he was bornR:  No ,  I  th ink

into her background a l i t t le more. hlas her

in Mdxico,  but he wasof  Eng l ish  parentage.

R:

E :

l^lhat was his name?

Doug l  as .

! {e l l ,  then ,  you ' re  par t  N icaraguan and par t  Mex icann and there ,s  some



E:

R:

RODRIqUEZ

Engl ish thrown in there.

R :  Tha t ' s  r igh t .

Were you ident i f ied wi th the Mexican element in

growing up?

I  never  no t iced  i t .

school when you were

E: Did you ever exper ience any discr iminat ion whi le you were growing up

in El  Paso?

Not as a chi ld,  but  in my teenage days, yes.

Could you elaborate on that?

Not  any  par t i cu la r  inc idences  bu t  jus t  genera l  d isc r im ina t ion .

t,. lould you say that was prevalent throughout El Paso?

I would say so.

What k ind of  jobs did you have whi le you were growing up, Judge?

r 'worked for Bai ley- l4ora customs Broker;  I  shined shoes; I  del ivered

papers;  I  worked wjth Tr i -State Motor Company; I  worked with the paci f ic

Fru i t  Express ;  pa in t ing ;  odd jobs ,  mowing lawns.

E: In your ear ly years in El  Paso did you ever know Frank and/or Ike Alderete?

R: Yes, I  knew them wcl l .

E :

R :

E :

R:



E:

R:

E :

R:

E :

R:

E :

RODRMUEZ

lquld you tgl] qe soryethi4g about lheml What kind of business were

they in,  for  instance?

They were prom'inent in Ysleta.

D id  you ever  know any th ing  about  the i r  po l i t t ' ca l  ac t i v i t ies  in  E l  Paso?

They were promi nent pol i t i  cal 
' ly.

In what respect?

They wielded qui te an inf luence.

Did they wield inf luence over the Mexican conrnuni ty?

Yes .

E: What part  of  town pr incipal ly?

R: The Lower Val ley.

E :

R:

E :

Any in Li t t le Chihuahua in South El  Paso?

That was Domingo Montoya. He was the prominent one.

What other prominent po] i i icos were there at  that  t ime of  Mexican descent?

R: There were many.

E: Could you name a few?

R: Domingo Montoya, Ike Alderete,  El izar io

family; the Apodacas in Socoruo. There

besides some Anglos that were prominent

1 ike Joe Dunn. He was known

Montes,  Juan Escontr ias and his

were many that were very prominent,

in  in f luenc ing  the  Mex ican peop le ,

as  the Mayor o f  Eas t



RODRI.GUEZ

E] Paso, probably the strongest pol i t ical  f igure that  I  can remember.

E :

R:

E:

R:

While you were growing up in E1 Paso say in the '20s, did you ever

know S.  L ,  A.  Marsha l l ,  Sam Marsha l l?

I don-'t remember the name.

With regard to the i l legal  buying of  Mexican voters so that they cou' ld

go to the pol ' ls  and such, did much of  that  go on here in El  paso?

Yes,  yes .

E: Could you decr ibe how this was done?

R: They mut i lated voters and jaruned the bal lot  boxes, revoted people once

or twice.  I t  was general ly corrupt.

E: l.|ould they ever import Juarenses to vote over here?

R:  That ' s  what  I  unders tand.

E: Would they pay them?

I don' t  know about monetar i ly ,  but  they'd buy them food, give them beer,

pay the pol l  taxes; that  was prevalent.

Did i t  go unt i l  recent t imes?

{ th ihk probably i t  terminated in the '30s.

What year did you go off to Law School?

R: 1929.

E: The Depresdion vlas just  about set t , ing in,  is  that  r ight?

R:

E :

R:

E :



RODRIqUEZ

I went th.nough i t al ' l  "

E:  Could you give me your recol lect ions about your youth dur ing Depression?

what were you doing? Did you have any other jobs in order to go to Law

School ?

R: I  had odd iobs. in Tucson, not to amount to anything though. But I

caught the Depression when I  started pract ig ing law. They were hard

t imes.

E:  What  k ind  o f  c l ien ts  d id  you have? What  k ind  o f  bus iness  d id  you engage

in?

The poorest  c l ients--a lot  of  cr iminal  law.

Theft ,  that  k ind of  th ing?

Yes, al ' l  general  pract ice.

} ' lh ' i le you were going to Law School  at  the Universi ty of  Ar izona, did

you ever encounter any discr iminat ion there?

R:  Not  tha t  I  no t iced  persona l ly .

Did you ever wi tness any against  any of  your fe l low students?

Yes. For example,  Mexicans couldn' t  belong to a f raterni ty or a soror i ty.

That was the main bone of  content ion in those days. That was obvious.

Judge,  in  look ing  a t  you ,  you ' re  a  ra ther  fa in -sk inned ind iv idua l .

R :

E :

E :

R:

E :



R:

RODRIGUEZ

Unless one knew Jrour surname, one probably ' rvouldn' t  suspect that  you

were of Latin des'cent. Have you ever given thought to the fact that

perhaps darker skinned " ' lat inos" encounter more discr iminat ion than

l igh ter  sk jnned " la t inos"?  Is  there  any  va l id i ty  to  tha t?

Yes, because i t  happens in the Black race. They cr i t ic ize the ones that

are darker amongst themselves.

So you would say that 's t rue amongst the Mexicans too?

I  wou ld  k ind  o f  judge so ,  yes .

E: You said that  you pract iced law here in El  Paso af ter  you got out of  Law

Schoo l ,  i s  tha t  r igh t?

R:  Tha t ' s  r igh t .

E :

R :

E: After you

the f i rst

g0t

b ig

nru t  o f  Law schoo l  and you s ta r ted  fp rac t ic inq ]  raw,  what  was

break that you had that lead toward your success?

R: Mayor Marvin Harlan broke the ice here and beat the Establishment. He gave

me a break; he made me Assistant Ci ty Attorney which helped me dur ing the

Depress i  on.

What  year  was th is ,  s i r?

1937. And Mayor Duke helped me.

At this time, how many Mexican Americans were employed in Cfty Goverment?

Were there many?

E:

R:

E :



R.ODRIUUEZ

R: Consi derably'.

E:  0f  course, vou have l ived in San Antonio, . .

R :  On ly  in  schoo l .

E :  . . . in  Tucson and E l  Paso,  and a l l  th ree  o f  them have subs tan t ia l  Mex ican

American communit ies.

R:  That  i s  comect .

In ref lect ing on your years in those ci t ies--of  course, you're more

famihn with El Pasoaould you make any statements about the way Mexicanr

Americans are t reated, relat ively speaking, in each of  those communit ies?

l . le l l '  I  can only speak for mysel f .  I  was always treated very wel l .  But

I  do know that others have been mistreated. You can' t  help but not ice i t .

we l l  i n

in  E l

E : Would you say that you were

E] Paso? As we] l  in Tucson

treated as

as you were

San Antonio as you were in

Paso ?

R: Probably.

E :  Judge,  in  a l1  your  years  in  E l  paso,  do

the l iaw has treated indiv iduals fa i r ly

R:  Not  comple te ly .

you think that

regard' less of

genera' l  1y speaki  ng

e th inc  o r ig in?

E: Do you think there has been some discr iminat ion?

R:  Yes .



RODRIGUEZ

E:  Has th is  most ly  been aga ins t  Mex ican Amer icans?

R:  Yes- -and  B lacks .

Cou ld  you te ' l l  me about  d jsc r im ina t ion  aga ins t  B lacks  in  E l  Paso? Do

you have any  spec i f j c  neco l lec t ions?

l^ le l l ,  in  my younger  days  they  cou ldn  ' t  come nor th  o f  San Anton io  S t ree t ;

they  cou ldn ' t  a t tend the  church ;  they  weren ' t  permi t ted  to  go  in to  pub ' l i c

ea t ing  p laces ;  they  werenr t  permi t ted  to  a t tend schoo l ,  except  in  the i r

own;  they  weren ' t  permi t ted  to  r ide  t ra ins ;  they  weren ' t  permi t ted  to  go  to

the  p ic tu re  show.  Such  th ings .

How d id  Mex icans  and  B lacks  ge t  a1ong ,  sdy ,  du r ing  the '20s  and  '30s?

Not very we1 1

v ice  ve rsa .

Mex icans  have a lways  d isc r im ina ted  aga ins t  B lacks  and

Blacks  have d isc r im jna ted  aga ins t  l ' 4ex ican Amer icans?

Yes ,  s i r .

How d id  th is  man i fes t  i t se l f?  D id  thev  l i ve  in  cer ta in  a reas  o f  town?

Tha t ' s  p r ima r i l y  one  o f  t he  reasons ,  yeS .  The  b i gges t  f au l t  j s  t ha t  t he

Mexican Amer icans and the Blacks a lways segregated themselves.

They tend to st ick together?

Yes .

t0

E:

R:

Could  you te l l  me what  a reas  o f  town the  B lacks  l ' i ved  in?



RODRIGUEZ

R: East EI Paso.

E: And the Mexicans?

R:  South  E l  Paso and the  Va l ley .

E: Would it be fair to say that most of the inhabitants of the area south

o f  San Anton io  S t ree t  dur ing  the '20s  and '30s  were  a lmost  exc lus ive ly

Mexican American?

I wou' ld say so"

Judge,  I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you a  ques t ion  tha t  you  migh t  want  to  take  a

l i t t le  t ime to  re f l .ec t  on .  H is to r ians  have had a  d i f f i cu l t  t ime in

f inding out whethenr or not there was such an image--a sel f - image--of

a Mexican American dur ing the 1920s. Do you think people of  Mexican

descent who were United States c i t izens considered themselves Mexican

American, or what term did they use back in those days?

Probab ly  jus t  "Mex ican"  o r  o f  Mex ican or ig in .  The te rms "La t in  Amer ican, "

"Mexican American,"  "Chicano'or any other appl icable term developed from the

s tandpo in t  o f  un i ty  to  ga in  recogn i t ion  and power .  p r io r  to  tha t ,  no

des ignated  word  was app l icab le .  You see what  I 'm ge t t ing  a t?

E:  Yes ,  s i rn  I  do .

R: Only for  the purpose of  power did these terms deve' lop.

E:  You 've  l i ved  in  E l  Paso s fnce  
. |933n 

is  tha t  r igh t?

l1

R:

R:



RODRI.GUEZ

R:  1914 .

E:  R igh t ,  1914.  And then a f te r  you  go t  your  Law degree s ince  . |933,  r igh t l

R :  Yes .

E: l ' lhen did you

R:  A11  my l i f e .

E: You heard i t

R :  Yes .

f i rst  hear the word "Chicano' '  in El  Paso?

a l l  o f  your  l i f e?

E: Even in the teens and the '20s?

R:  Yes ,  most  cer ta in ly .

E: In what cdntext  was this word used, do you recal l?

R:  Low leve l .

E:  Lower level  Mexicans?

R:  Yes .

E: Could i t  be used to apply to Mexicans from Mdxico as wel l  as Mexicans

from the Uni ted States?

R: Yes ,  s ' i  r .

E:  There was no dist jnct ion between ci t izenships?

17



RQDRIqUEZ

R: Not as far  as the word "Chicano" went.

t i ' lhen do you think i t  began to be used to dist inguish Mexican Americans

as it is used today'?

After the Blacks acquired power.

So you'd say af ter  the mid-60s i t  came to be used in that  way?

Cor rec t .  Pr io r  to  tha t  t ime i t  was  ius t  vernacu la r ,  common co l loqu ia l i sm.

Do you have any theoryi lsto the or ig ins of  th is word?

R:  Yes .

E:  What  do  you th ink  i t  i s?

l3

E:

R:

E:

R:

R:

E:

I t '  s  euphonious :  Mexican--Mexicano, Chicano.

euphory.

When did you get married, Judge Rodri 'duez?

That 's  what  i t  i s - - i t i

R :  1933 .

E :

R:

As soon as you got out of  Law School  ?

Yes,  more  or  less .

E: How many children do you have?

R: Two.

Could you tel l  me what they do?



RODRIGUEZ

W daughter  i s  a  schoo l teacher  in  Mi ' lpedus ,  Ca l . i fo rn ia .  W son is

County Attorney of  El  Paso County.  l lets a lawyer also.

Did ei ther of  your chi ldren ever exper ience discr i rn inat ion as they

were growing up in El  Paso?

R: I  th ink they f i t ted my pattern.  I  don' t  th ink they did,  other than

the  ins tances  I ' ve  ment ioned.

when you went into legal  profession, could you tel l  me what the most

important factor was in that  decis ion? Was i t  fami ly?

Probably ny fami ly--environment.

How long d id  your  fa ther  l i ve  in  E l  Paso w i th  you?

From 1914 un t i l  1934.  He d ied  in  about  '60  someth ing .

Where did he l ive f rom 
. |934 

on?

Mdxico City.

E: And you r mo.ther?

R:  She went  w i th  h im,  o f  course .

Judge, when you were growing up as a young man in El  paso in the "20s,

do you ever remember discussion of  the , 'Zona Libre" issue?

R:  f ' ve  heard  tha t  a1 l  my l i fe .

14

R:

E:

E :

R:

E :

E :

R:

E :

What are your thoughts on the course of  that  issue?



RODRIgUEZ

R: You mean for internationa1 commerce? lmports and exports?

E: Right.  Here in El  Paso and Ju{rez especial ly.

I  th ink  th is  shou ld  be  a  f ree  por t .

D id  Mex icans  back  in  the '20s  want  th is  th ing  very  bad ly  back  in  the
'20s1.

They did,  but  th is is the toughest border on the Mexican border.

I^lhy do you say that, Judge?

ble 've always had problems here.

To what do you at t r ibute those problems?

Midas  power - - the  la rger  count ry  lo rd inq  i t  over  a  smal le r  count ry .

Do you think th is is most ly the Ang' lo Amenican element?

R:  Yes .

E: Do you think they've been unduly abrasive in their  re lat ions wi th Mdxico,

w i th  C iudad Ju#ez  espec ia l l y?

R: They've been str ict ,  very str ict .

E:  Do you think th is has been just i f ied?

To some extent.

15

E:

R:

E :

R:

R:

E:

To what extent has i t  not  been just i f ied,  specl f ical ly?



RODRIqUEZ

R: hlell, when you become powerful you become abusive-.-not that the reason

isn' t  there.  The cause rnight be there,  but you don' t  have to be high-

handed about i t ,  in other words.

Judge, dur ing your career here in El  Paso you've probably come to know

iust about every man of importance in this city. Do you know Fred Hervey?

Very  we l1 .

How long have you known Mr. Hervey?

l6

E:

R:

E :

R:

E :

Twenty-five years or more.

Dur ing the last  campaigr\ ,  Mr.

the first mayor of El Paso to

ranks  o f  the  c i ty ' s  po l i cemen

contr ibut ion in that  area?

Hervey made the point that he was probably

start  breaking in Mexican Americans into the

and such.  D id  he  make a  s ign i f i can t

R:

E :

He probab ly  cont r ibu ted ,  bu t  he  wasn ' t  the  f i rs t .

h lho was the f i rst? l r {ho did start  making signi f icant contr ibut ions in

let t ing the Mexican Americans get into posi t ions in the c i ty?

I  would say that Judge R. E. Thomason was the most inf luent ia l  and

kindhearted in that  sense.

E: In about what years did Judge Thomason play th is role?

R: When he was mayor,  in the late '20s I  bel ieve.

E: } t lhat  k inds of  posi t ions would he f i l l  wi th Mexican Americans?

R:



RODRI€UEZ

He tmade Charl  ie Terrazas,

for one.

who vras later our Tax  Co l  lec to r "

17

R:

E:

Ci  t y  Cash ie r ,

R:

E:

Now' Char l ie Terrazas was extremely wel l  known here in El  paso. Could

you tel l  me ssmething about his background?

Veny co lo r fu l .

Where was he from?

R: Marfa.

E :  Is  he  any  re la t ion  a t  a l l  to  the

R:  Probab ly  d is tan t ly  re la ted .  H is

Marfa area--very prominent. His

is,  in Snyder,  Texas--Big Spr ing

is hard to do.

Does he have any fami ly at  a l l

He probably does, but I 'm not

Terrazas from Chihuahua?

father was the Col lector of  Customs in the

brother was conmiss$oner,  or  maybe st i l l .

d istr ict- -and was a sher i f f  thereo which

in  E l  Paso?

acquainted with them.

days, whi le you were going to the school

E: You ment ioned a Col lector rof  Customs there.  Did you ever know Zack Lamar Cobb?

R: Yes. He went to Los Angeles.  He was a lawyen here.

E: When did he go

R: That was before

to Los Angeles?

r1y time.

E :

R:

E: Going back to your Law School



RODRISUEZ

there in Tucson, d0 you

while you were there?

recall howmany Mext,can':Arneri.cans were attending

Three.

Out of a group of

Ei  ghty.

Did all three get

Yes;

about h.ow many?

their degrees?

By any chance do you recal 1 the names of those other two?

' lB

R:

E :

R:

E :

R:

E :

R: Lorenzo Quttdrrez, who later became

be l ieve ,bu t  I 'm no t  sure  about  tha t ;

Tucson with his father who was also

he disappeared and I  never heard any

Where was he from?

an American Consul  in Nogales I

Henry Anaya, who practiced law

a lawyer there;  Refugio Pacheco,

more of  h im.

in

but

Tucs'on; and Robles, who was County Attorney and later Superior Court

Judge; and myself are the ones I remember.

So that 's about f ive.  t , ' lhen you came back to El  Paso to begin your pract ice,

can you recall how many Mexican American lawyers there were in this town?

Frank Galva'n and I  were the f i rst  of  that  per iod.  Before that  there was

0ctaviano Larazolo, who was a District Attorney here before my time and

later became Governor of  the state of  New Mexico" He's got a son that
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was United States Distr ict  At torney in Albuquerque.

E: Do you have any' idea about how many'Mexican American lawyers there are

in this town todayJ

I 'd say ten or s 'ometh. ing l ike that .

Do you think there s 'hould be more, or do you think that 's fa i r  representat ion

in the profession?

That 's hard t rb answer.  I  don' t  know.

Could you name some other Distr ict  Judges in Texas who are Mexican

descent?
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R:

E:

R:

Yes.  E .  D.  Sa l inas  f rom Laredo;  Ve la from Brownsvi l le;  Garcia f rom

from Edinburg; Edward Mfrquet; here;

exact.

Brownsv i l le - -he  d ied  las t  year ;

I ' ve  go t  a  l i s t  I  can  g ive  them

Guerra

to you

E: No, that 's f ine.  l l le just  wanted to have an idea. Judge how is your

Span i  sh?

I  th ink  i t ' s  fa i r l y  good.  Presumpt0ous  on  my par t .

h lh i le you Were growing up in El

to peop' le who spoke Spanish?

Probably.

Paso, was there any approbrium attached

E: How about in school? Do you have any reco' l lect ions? l , lerre you al lowed

to  speak  Span ish?

R:

E:

R:
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I  knew genera l l y  i t  was  aga ins t  the  regu la t ions ,

cal led my hand on i ' t .

2A

R: but no ene ever

E: Did you ever s.ee

R:  I  p robab ly  d id .

E: l{ow. does your son

R:  Fa i r .

them ca' l l  anybody else's hand on i t?

speak Span ish? Is  h ts Spanish good?

E: Did you ever encourage or discourage him from speaking Spanish?

I '  t r ied to teach hin as much Spanish as I  could.

And your daughter?

She speaks  a  l i t t le  be t te r .

Do you maintain much of  a cul tural  af f i l iat ion wi th Mdxico?

R:  I 'm a lways  in te res ted  in  i t ,

E:  would you say that your son maintains some aff i l iat ion wi th . i t?

R: Probably in a soc, ia l  way.

E: We're near ing the 200th anniversary of  the bir th of  the Uni ted States.

I  suppose you could c lassi fy yoursel f  as a Mexican American in 
. |975

l iv ing iR El  Paso. How do you relate to events that  t ranspired on the

eastern seaboard of  the Uhi ted States 200 years ago?

R:  I  don ' t  qu i te  unders tand your  ques t ion"
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E: Wel l ,  how do you relate to the American Revolut ion? What meaning does

it have for you?

R: The birth of democracy.

When i t  comes to a quest ion of  your patr iot ism to the uni ted states,

how would you characterize it?

I' 'd characterize it 1OA%.

21

E:

R:

E:  You have no  po l i t i ca l  a f f i l i a t ion

R: None whatsoever.

a t  a l l  w i th  Mdx ico?

E:

R:

E :

Wou' ld you say that 's t rue of  your chi ldren, too?

I wou'ld assume so. They would be further distanl than I am.

}'|ho do you consider to be the more prominent attorneys of Mexican descent

in th is town?

Al l  r igh t ,  bu t  i t ' s  my own persona l  op in ion .  I  wou ld  say  Tat i  Sant ies teban,

my son,  dhd r resumptuous  as  i t  m igh t  be ,  myse l f .

Fair  enough, Judge. l l . le have done an interview with Mr.  Sant iesteban and

his v iews are always very interest ing.  Do you think that  your pol i t ics,

your v iews on current issues, are k indred to his?

I  would say so.

Judge, of  the Mexican Amercian leaders in the state of  rexas today, to

R:

E:

R:

E :
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your mind, whe are the most prominent? bthtch of these leaders do you

admi're th.e most?

That 's a very hard quest ion.  You see, we're way 6ut here in the west.

l l |e don' t  have th.e contact  wi th them in the central  pant of  Texas. I

thought for a time that Joe Bernal the Senator from San Antonio was

fair ly prcninent,  but  he got beat.  I  would say in the Senate r ight  now,

Tat i  is  very prominent.  Joe Gonzales,  the Representat ive f rom the San

Anton io  d is t r i c t  i s  p rominent .  You see,  I 'm l im i ted  in  my observa t ions

to the 1egal  profession, because there are leaders in educat ion,  medicine,

and eng ineer ing ,  tha t  I 'm no t  en t i re ly  fami l ia r  w i th .  But  I 'm cer ta in

beyond any shadow of a doubt that there are many.
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Judge, to your mind,who are the more inf luent ia l  Mexican

E' l  Paso today? lnf luent ia l  f rom an economic standpoint

R: Emil io Peinado is one of  them. Modesto Gdnez has always

0f  course ,  I 'm go ing  back  to  the  o lder  ones .  The young

too fami I iar wi th natural 
' ly.

Americans in

for instance.

f igured prominent ly.

ones ,  I 'm  no t

E :

R:

During the '40s,  for  exampl€,  who were the more prominent Mexican Americans

in  E l  Paso?

Modesto Gdmez, Simo'n Silva.

E: What l ine of  work were they in?

R: Modesto was-- i s str '1 l --i n

engaged in other business.

t ,he grocery business. Peinado's a bui lder,  and

Si l va owrred Mexi co Hardware,h ha.rimrc, ex@ts. rufino
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Mora, Custqms Broker with. Bailey-Mora; there are several that were rich

and prornt'nent i 'n economi'cs.

E:  I 'n  loca l  po l  i t ics ,

R: I  00% Democrat ic

E:  In  s ta te  po l i t i cs?

R: Democrat.

which of the two major, pol i t iCat par t ies  do  you supporf?

ln  nat ional  po l i t ics?

Democrat all the way.

,ludge, I want to thank you very much for

I t  was a pleasure.

your interview.

I t ' s 'been most  en l igh ten ing  and perhaps  some day  we can fo l row i t  up .

A l l  r igh t ,  any  t ime.

Thank you,  s i r .

END OF THE INTERVIEhl
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E:

R:

E :

R:

E:
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