
University of Texas at El Paso University of Texas at El Paso 

ScholarWorks@UTEP ScholarWorks@UTEP 

Combined Interviews Institute of Oral History 

2-4-1975 

Interview no. 172 Interview no. 172 

Armond Jackson 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews 

 Part of the Oral History Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Interview with Armond Jackson by Oscar J. Martinez, 1975, "Interview no. 172," Institute of Oral History, 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Institute of Oral History at ScholarWorks@UTEP. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Combined Interviews by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UTEP. 
For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu. 

https://scholarworks.utep.edu/
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/oral_history
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F172&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1195?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F172&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F172&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu


UNIVERS ITY

INSTITUTE

OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

OF ORAL HISTORY

INTERVIET^lEE:

II{TERV I EI,JER:

PROJECT:

DATE OF IIITERVIEII:

TER|'4S OF USE:

TAPE N( ) . :

TRANSCRIPT I IO.:

TRAI,ISCRIBER:

DATE TRANSCRISED:

Armond Jackson

Oscar J. Marti 'nez

Bat t le  fo r  C iudad Judrez  in  l919;
Et  Paso area ;  Mex ican immigra t ion ;
o f  the  I  930 's .

Fl  Paso-Ciudad Judrez His tory

February 4,  1975

Unrestr i  cted

Sarah E.  John

October 20.1975

BIOGRAPHICAL SYNOPSIS OF INTERViEi{EE:

El  Paso Upper Val ley farmer,  member of  Mormon Church.

SUi'ii4ARY OF IIiTERVIEIJ:

172

172

agr i  cul  ture
bracero and

in  the  C iudad Juarez-
mojado_ deportat ions



J :

JAC KSON

BICENTENNIAL

M: Mr. Jackson, would you tel l  me what you remember about your

chi  I  dhood?

Well ,  about the f i rst  th ing that I  remember that  is of  any

importance was the time of the Mormon exodus that was from

M6xico. I  was nine years old.  The Revolut ion started there.

Fo lks  down there . . . f i r s t  the  women and ch i ld ren ,  came out  on  the

trains.  And then the br idges were burnt  and the men were lef t

down there.  We l ived in El  Paso for a whi le before we went

back .  I  ran  around here  as  a  ch i ld ,  go ing  to  schoo l ,  ska t ing

and what  no t .

Do you remember what happened in the Mormon colony at that t ime?

Yes. Everybody was supposed to leave. Al l  the women and chi ldren

lef t  f i rst .  And the men were going to come afterwards. They

came out later over land, because there were no trains.  They come

out to Columbus by Ganr and wagons and horseback. At one

t ime, my father and my two brothers were the only people lef t

in the Mormon colony because they had missed the company that

they were supposed to come out wi th,  That 's qui te an exper ience,

there.  I  don' t  know whether you want me to te l l  that  or  not.

Every time they would try to come out, my fatber and my two

brothers,  they were picked up and taken back. He had a f lour

mi l l .  They  were  taken back  to  g r ind  wheat  fo r  the  revo lu t ionar ies .

They  were  ga ther ing  the  wheat  ou t  o f  the  qranar ies  a round in  the  va l ley  and

hau l  ed  up  to  the  mi l  I  ,  and  l re  had to  s tay  there  and qr i  nd  i  t  fo r  them.  He

M:
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cou ldn t t  come out  and i t  was  qu i te  dangerous .  T i1 l  one dayr

they picked him up and took his team away from him, and he went

down to their  headquarters,  to see the general  to get his team

back  aga in ,  ZrS he  had done o thev ' t imes.  He sa id  to  the  genera l '

" l^ Ihy don' t  you give me a let ter  so that I  can show these fel lows

so they won' t take my horses away from me?" And the general

said that  was a good idea. And he gave him a let ter .  He took

the let ter  and come clear to Columbus on i t .

Were  these V i l l i s tas?

I don' t  know. I  was young at  that  t ime. I  don' t  know what they

were ,  i f  they  were  V i l l i s tas  o r  what  they  were .  I  don ' t  th ink

that Vi l la was operat ing at  that  t ime, maybe he was. I  was iust

a chi ld,  I  don' t  know. But they to ld me that story when we got

here,  and I  recognized that he came out wi th peop]e,  and a black

mare that he had on his wagon. They landed up down here and be-

low Ciudad Ju{rez,  on the farm of B. E. Stevens. I  used to

drive down there as a youngster.

Did you come with your fami ly here?

Yes,  we landed in  E ]  Paso one n igh t ;  i t  was  dark .  We came in ,

women and ch i ld ren ;  I  was  a  ch i ld .  That  was  the  f i rs t  t ime I 'd

ever seen street l ights.  I  never wi l1 forget that .  The street

l ights were shining on the paved street of  South El  Paso Street.

At that  t ime the train come clear over to the Union Depot;

we got off and got a room there on South El Paso. I wil l never

forget those br ight  l ights shining on the streets.  That 's the

f i rst  t ' ime I  ever say [ them].  I  guess I  was about nine or ten

at that  t ime.

What did you do af ter  that? What did your fami ly do?M:
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J : We jus t  wen t  down  to  the  fa rm. . .S teven ' s  f a rm ius t  be low  Cd .

Jutrez, about half way between Cd. Ju{rez and San Ignacio.

Where  i s  San  l gnac io?

Wel  l ,  San Ignac io  i s  now: ins ide  o f  Cd.  Judrez .  But  the  c i ty  l im i t

at  that  t ime wasn' t  that  far  down.

What do you remember about that place?

Wel l ,  we were just  working on the farm at that  t ime, and my

bro ther - in - law had a  regu la r  fa rm.  They  d idn ' t  ra ise  co t ton  a t

that  t ime. There was no cotton in the Va' l ley.  They didn' t

know i t  would grow here.  I t  was iust  wheat and al fa l fa and

corn.  That town I  cal led San Ignacio,  I  have to take that back;

i t  was  Zaragosa .  San  Ignac io  i s  a  l i t t l e  fa r the r  on . . .bu t ,

anyway, we l ived thereo I  don' t  know, two or three years.  I

k ind of  grew up on that farm from yo0ngster on up; I  would come

to school  in the winter t ' ime. I  would go sometime down to

Colonia Juirez to school .  That was the t ime when we were

down there,when Pancho Vi l la come out to take Cd. Judrez.  I

was about 14 years o ' ld.

Do you remember that year?

No, I  th ink i t  was r ight  af ter  the return of  the boys from France,

a f te r  Wor ld  War  I .

In  l919?

19.|9,  1918. There had been grapevine news al l  suf f iner

he was going to come and take Cd. ;uJiez. Everybody

and even the Carrancistas that  were in Cd. Ju#ez at

long that

had heard  i t ;

that  t ime

M:
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had bui l t  barbed wire fence clear around Cd. Jui i rez wi th a t rench

beh ind  i t ,  in  p repara t ion  fo r  the  coming o f  V i l la .  Wel l ,  nobody
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knew when he was going to come. But we were down there kind

of  c ' lose  to  Zaragosa.  Qne a f te rnoon the  gar r ison  f rom Zaragosa

cqne through our farm, come on up to Cd. Jua'rez. At that

part icular t ' ime Ear l  Stevens owned the farmo and he and his

wife were on vacat ion in Cal i fornia.  There was me and my older

brother,  and two younger brothers,  and my sister,  and my mother '

and the housemaid,  Car lot ta.  We were 
' l iv ing 

there on the farmt

when the garr ison came through there anci  said that  \ f i l la i t ras comfng.

Wel l ,  we d idn ' t  know what  to  do ,  bu t  we d idn ' t  leave.  We went

to bed that night as usual .  Me and my brother were s leeping

on the  porch .  About  two o 'c lock  in  the  morn ingo there 's  a  coup le

of men woke us up. Said they wanted three horses, descr ibed

them; the horses were with other horses that were locked up in

our corral .  And that they wanted three r i f les,  descr ibed them:

two 30-30 long bel ts and one 30 party Army, U. S. Army. The

day before they had come,when the gam'ison came through there

we had taken those r i f les and wrapped them up in gunny sacks

and bur ied  them in  a  manure  p i ' le .  Wel l ,  we had to  go  and d ig

them up. And gett ing the horses they wanted. The next morning

other t roops come in there and took the rest  of  our horses--

I  don' t  know how many--and about seven cows. And butchered

them, butchered the cows and rode the horses.

M: Did they pay you anything for that?

J :  No .

M: How did your fami ly feel  about that?

J :  l ^ le l l ,  o f  course ,  we d idn ' t  l i ke  i t .  Bu t  there  was no th ing  tha t

could be done. hle were t ry ing to save our Own l ives.  There was

nothing we could do. My mother was an awful good bun baker.
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She had some exper iences in  the Revolut ion fur ther  down and

knew that the men who were coming in there were hungry. They

were real ly  hungry.  And they had been t ravel l ing through the

mounta ins,  l iv ing of i - the  land,  and they  hadn ' t  had

much to eat.  And she started making sweet cookies and buns and

giv'ing them through the screen door. And then they got to where

they wanted to come into the house. They weren' t  sat isf ied wi th

just  passing them out and they f inal ly got in,  and we got afraid.

My brother and my missionary--at  that  t ime we had two mission-

ar ies that  stayed with us,  too.  One of  them was a Mexican. His

name was Abel  Paez, and another was a boy from up in Utah. Wel l '

my brother and one of  the missionar ies started over to their  camp

to see i f  they could locate Vi l la or somebody to restore a

l i t t le order around our home. And on their  way they met General

Fe l ipe  Ange les .  He sa id  tha t  he  had no  power  a t  a l l ,  and  [no ]

iur isdict ion over the army outside his own personal  bodyguards.

But they fe l t  l ike i f  he came over there,  he could restore

order. My brother inv'ited him to come over.

Was there disorder?

Wel l ,  they were going al l  around the house and they were want ing

to get in the house, and we were afraid to let  them come in

the house because we had my mother in there;  my sister,  Mrs.

Pa iner  wds in  there ;  and a lso  i f  they  came in  ou t  o f  the  h i l l s '

we d idn ' t  know what  wou ld  happen '  F i rs t ,  they  were  sa t is f ied

ius t  tak ing  the  good ies  ou t  o f  the  door .  And then they  d idn ' t

want that, and so they were getting up to where they were getting

out of  control .  They wanted to get in.  They didn' t  want to stay
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outside. They wanted to get into the house. And i f  they got

in the house, we didn' t  know what wou' ld happen. And General

Angeles come over there;  my brother Lee, he invi ted him to come

af te r  he 'd  ta lked  w i th  h im.  And he  p i tched h is  ten t  r igh t  in

the  midd le  o f  our  f ron t  lawn.  He had twe lve  men,  we l l -bu i l t

men,  b ig , ta l l ,b roadshou ldered,  hand-p icked men.  And they  s tayed

there day and night.  He slept down there,  but he spent the whole

day  ins ide  the  house p lay ing  our  V ic t ro la  and ea t ing  w i th  us  a t

the  tab le ,  and ta lk ing  to  us .  He was very  we l l  educated .  He

had two boys going to school  here in El  Paso, at  El  Paso High

School ,  at  that  t ime. Two sons. And i t  turned out that  two

of his men were the ones who had come and woke us up at  two o'c lock

in the morning. They were the ones that had our special  saddle

horses. And General  Angeles was the one who rode the best horse

that we had. 0f  course, he of fered us the protect ion.  We didn' t

hold i t  against  h im. Our l ives were worth much more than what

the  horses  were .  He to ld  us  tha t  i f  they  shou ld  w in  in  Cd.

Judrez,  win the batt le and take Cd. Ju{rez,  that  a l l  that  we had

los t  wou ld  be  repa id .  But  they  d idn ' t  w in .

They would have won i f  j t  hadn' t  been for the Uni ted

States troops. They were down there and in that area, and out

of  p lace. They cut the fences on al l  s ides.  The men that we

had that were working for us, some of them had to hide out,

because they were really more afraid of them than what we were,

almost"  They were down there for  about f ive or s ix days and

then one evenirgn dbout the s ixth day, they started to t ravel

toward Cd. Ju/rez.  Cd. . lu$ez at  that  t ime wasn' t  near ly as
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big as i t  is  now, and the fence went completely around the

lower end. And they got located up there.  That evening you

could see the dust t ra i l  they were making, gett ing c lear round,

al l  around Cd. Ju{rez.  The next morning they started shoot ing.

We had a big high barn out there on our corral  o and, boy, I

cou ldn ' t  m iss  tha t .  I  had to  ge t  up  on  top  o f  tha t  barn  to

watch. They cut through the fence. Nobody was in the trench

to keep them back.

How far was the fence from your house?

I  wou ld  say  the  fence was four  o r  f i ve  mi les .  I t  was  qu i te  a

l i t t le ways. At that  t ime, where we l ived seemed l ike i t  was

qui te a l i t t le ways below Cd. Judrez.  But now, Cd. Judrez

goes c'lear beyond that, into Zaragosa. Anyway, they started

shoot i rg,  dnd they got into the town. There was a Euartel

down in the center of town that had some troops. Then they had

a fort  up on the hi l l  where the comaldancjg is now. That was

where the main for t  [was],  where the t roops were. Carrancistas.

A l l  the  men in  th is  cuar te l  had been in  the  fo r t ,  had le f t

the town part  pract ical ly abandoned. They come in and they had

been ou t  in  the  h i l l sn  and s ta rved and every th ing .  As  soon

as they got into the center of  town, the soldiers and sol id

men went  in to  the  sa loons  and s ta r ted  hav ing  a  h igh  t ime in

the stores,  loot ing and what not.  tThey] lef t  a few youngsters

there.  In the army there's always a bunch of  f i f teen, s ixteen-

year-old k ids they would take as t roops. You know what I  mean.

They lef t  those boys out in the street to guard.  The Carrancistas

regrouped up there and came down and pushed them clear out.

How d id  you f ind  ou t  about  tha t?
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J : I  cou ld  see  a  l o t  o f  i t  and  a f te rwards ,  I  cou ld  te ] l  a l so  f rom

the  shoo t i ng  ou t  t he re .  We had  a  h igh  ba rn  and  i t  wasn ' t  so

far away that I could see when they were chased back out of the

c i ty .  h le l1 ,  they  regrouped ou ts ide .  I  guess  V i l la  h imse l f  and

some of his generals got them to regroup and sent them back in

this t ime. They were going r ight  up to the fort ,  and they had

to take that for t ,  what they cal led fuerte. '  I  would guess

they would have that for t  wi th in another hour or so;  there was

no cannon- -no th ing  bu" "  r i f les ,  see? A l l  o f  a  sudden I  heard

a lot  of  rap' id f i re.  I  knew something else had happened. At

that t ime, as far as they were concerned, they had no cannon.

But Fort  Bl iss had. They spotted some cannon on Mt.  Frankl in

over here.  They started to shoot those cannons across to Cd.

Jutrez.  In the outskir ts you could see the puffs of  smoke and

see the shel ls,  where they'd land. At the same t ime they turned

troops across both br idges and threw up some smal ler  br idges

temporarily down there where the cavalry and cannon codld come

across,  down close to our p1ace. They come up r ight  c lose to

our fence. They just  pushed them out.

The she l l s  landed c lose  to  your  p lace?

Yes, they landed pret ty c lose to our p1ace. I  could see where

they 'd  land.

About how far away?

0h ,  a  m i len  two  mi les .  I  cou ld  see  the  b ig  c loud  o f  dus t .  In

fac t ,  one she l l  tha t  I  saw. . .a  cannon was be ing  pu l led  by  the

caval ry. They sent groups of caval ry across the river down be-

low the Sr idges; and the Vi l l ' is tas were running the ranch there.

M:

J :

M:

J :
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M:

l , ' l e  had gone and c ' losed the  ga te  on  tha t  s ide  so  i t  wou ld  be

harder for  them to get in.  They had tr ied to open the gate,

bu t  they  were ' in  such a  b ig  hur ry  tha t  they  cou ldn ' t  ge t  i t

open as they'd go on by.  That was the good thing, I  th ink,  that

we tang led  the  ga te  up  t igh t  so  they  cou ldn ' t  ge t  in .  0 r  they

might have shot us as they went out because they were being

chased by  Amer ican so ld ie rs .  They  go t  ou t  on  the  sand h i l l s .

I seen one group out there, and they started to try to make it

s tand.  That  was c lose  enough tha t  I  cou ld  see i t .  Th is  g roup

of U. S. cavalry came along. They had a cannon with them;

wh i r led  tha t  cannon around and shot  a  she l l  r igh t  a t  the  midd le

of them. They just  scattered l ike f l ies.  That was the end of

tha t .  I t  d idn ' t  take  very  long fo r  i t  a l ' l  to  s top .  The t roops

a l l  went  back .

I  personal ly fe l t  l ike they sent those troops over there

because they claimed there were too many shel ls coming into

El Paso. 0h, there must have been some shel ls coming over

because there's some shoot ing th is way. But they were prepared

for that  before Vi l la ever got there.  They had those cannons

loca ted  there  up  on  the  h i l l ,  and  I  th ink  tha t  p robab ly  the

General  of  Fort  Bl iss and the General  over in Judrez had already

had an understanding before.  That 's just  my personal  opin ' ion.

I  don' t  know otherwise. In fact ,  as I  understand i t ,  the t roops

put across were the t roops they brought in here.  That 's what

I  heard af terwards-- l they]  had been brought in here purposely

for that .

Wel l ,  now, af ter  that  exper ience, did your fami ly want to stay

there?

0h ,  yes .J :
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They st i l l  wanted to stay there? No problem?

No-  In  fac t ,  dur ing  tha t  exper ience. . .now I  don ' t  know i f  I

ought to put th is in or not.  At  that  t ime, when they started

coming in-- they were two or three nights coming in-- they didn' t

a l l  come in  one bunch.  The V i l l i s tas ,  when they  were  coming

into the Val ley,  the total  that  come in there [wasJ about between

f ive and six thousand men. They come in groups of  several  hun-

dred  a t  a  t ime.  V i l la  h imse l f  comd in ;  I  th ink  i t  was  the

second or th i rd night af ter  the other men had been in.  When

he got there,  he was camped just  outs ide of  our farm. He sent

a  man,  a  capta in ,  over  to  our  p1ace.  He 'd  heard  tha t  there

was a fami 1y of Mormons over there and he wanted a good breakfast.

He sent over to see i f  he'd get some. My brother Lee and this

missionary,  Abel  Paez, took him a good breakfast .  When they got

there ,  Lee sa id  he  was s i t t ing  on  a  mound o f  d i r t .  H is  men

were digging a t rench around his tent  to keep out the rain water.

He was s i t t ing  there ,  c rack ing  jokes  w i th  them.  Lee to ld  h im

what  he 'd  b rought i  Lee wasn ' t  too  much a f ra id  o f  h im.  He had some

exper ience before that ,  down in Mdxico.  He wasn' t  worr ied.

V i l la  wasn ' t  s t rong aga ins t  Mormons;  he  d idn ' t  l i ke  Amer icans ,

but he f igured that Mormons were a di f ferent people.  He said

to  Lee,  " I  unders tand you ' re  a  Mormon. "  Lee sa id ,  "Yes ,  I 'm a

Mormon. "  He tu rned to  Abe l .and sa id ,  " I  guess  you ' re  a  Mormon,

too .  "  And he  was scared,  A i le l  v las .  t ie  sa id ,  "  I  ' rn  a  f lo rmon,  tno . ' i  He

sa id ,  "No,  you ' re  too  b lack  to  be  a  Mormon. "  Same resu l t ,  he

took Mormons to be a different race and not American. He had

contact with Mormons down there. He had had my wife's father,

at  one t ime, in his camp for three days and he didn' t  maltreat

l0

M:
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h im a t  a l l .  H im w i th  h is  two  counse lo rs .  D idn ' t  even  take

the provis ions that they had. But they considered Mormons a

di f ferent race of  people than what the Americans were, and they

wou ldn ' t  th ink  Mex icans  were  Mormons.  0 f  course ,  now ar id  then,

we 'd  have a  lo t  o f  Mex ican peop le  tha t  have io ined the  Church .

How long did you stay in that  farm after the batt le of  Cd. Jutarez?

Wel l ,  a f te r  tha t  I l i ved  there- -my mother  and s is te r ,  and par t

o f  our  fami ly  l j ved  there  up  un t i l  the  t jme I  was  mar r ied .  In

the  summer t ime,  [ I  was ]  work ing  and then I 'd  go  to  Co lon ia

Ju{rez to go to school  in the wintert ime. That 's where I  went

to  schoo l .  A f te r  we were  mar r ied . . . in  fac t ,  I  went  to  Utah

just  before we were marr ied.  She was going up there;  my father

had come back up when Pershing's t roops had come back. General

Persh jnq  was ca l led  back  to  the  s ta te  ius t  be fore  Wor ld  War  I ,

when he was sent to France. At that  t ime, my mi l l  had burned

down, short ly af ter  the t roops lef t .  I t  was burnt  down by,

I  be l ieve ,  by  the  revo lu t ionar ies .  They  were  go ing  th rough the

land. They wanted to destroy anything that would do any benef i t

fo r  the  peop le  tha t  they  were  f ioh t ing .

Let me back track a l i t t le to the farm there in Zaragosa. At

tha t  t jme,  was the  area  very  fe r t i le?

I t  was  very  fe r t i le .

Was there plenty of  water?

That  was be fore  E lephant  But te  Dam was bu i l t .  I t  was  qu ' i te

seasona l ,  when water  was mel t ing  up  there ;  and ' in  fac t ,  we had

too  much water  in  the  r i ver .  Cou ldn ' t  hard ly  be  conta jned.

There were t imes when i t  was short .  So far as the ground that
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they  had to  p1ant ,  there  was p len ty  o f  water .  I  don ' t  know

of any time when we were short of water. And the ground, both

there and over here,  was what I  would cal l  a whole lot  more

fer t i le  than i t  i s  now.  I ' ve  seen oa ts  over  there .  0 f  course ,

we d jdn ' t  have co t ton  a t  tha t  t ime.  We jus t  p lan ted  feed;  I ' ve

seen oa ts  over  there ,  when a  man cou ld  r ide  ou t  in  a  f ie ld  o f

oa ts  on  a  horse ,  d rd  p ick  the  s tem o f  oa ts  and ho ld  i t  up  to

h i  s  head.

M: What about af ter  the dam started operat ing?

J: The El  ephant Butte Dam?

M:  Yes .

J :  When they  f i rs t  pu t  in  the  E lephant  But te  Dam,  th is  who le  a rea

here was qui te bosque. There wasn' t  very much of  j t  that  had

been developed around here and down there,  too.  Farmers

s tar ted  deve lop ing  the  ground,  c lear ing  the  qroundo leach ing  i t  up .  I  dont

know whefher you knov,r  wt iat  leaching i t  is .  You can buy leaching waf,er

in  w in te r t ime fo r  l0  cents  an  acre  foo t .  Leach ing  ground is

to  bu i ld  a  dam around ,  a  h igh  border  a round  i t  and  f i l l  i t ,  a

foot of  water in i t ,  and keep i t  there for  a couple of  three

months .  Then i t  washes the  a lka l ine  ou t  o f  i t .  Then these dra ins

wi l l  take  the  a lka l ine  ou t .  D id  you no t ice  the  dra inage d i tches

were  in  the  Va l ley?  That 's  par t  o f  the  i r r iga t ion  sys tem.

They pu t  in  the  dra ins .  0 f  course ,  the  fa rmers  eventua l l y

pa ' id  fo r  a l1  o f  i t ;  even E lephant  But te  Dam be lonqs  to  the

farmers here. The money was advanced by the government to put

i t  in ,  bu t  the  fa rm land is  taxed fo r  i t  and  i t  i s  pa id  o f f

tha t  way .  In  fac t ,  th is  g round tha t  i s  s i t t ing  here  fUpper

Va11ey,  E ]  Paso]  was bosque mounta in  and there  wasn ' t  any-

th ing  here  a t  a l l .  A l l  these areas  around here  was tha t  way .

12



JACKSON

M:

J :

M:

J :

t3

I  have another  b ro ther - in - law,  the  husband o f  Mrs .  Pa ine ;  he

deve loped an  awfu ' l  lo t  o f  th is  q round,  work ing  fo r  Zack  Whi te .

Maybe you've heard of  Tack White.  Zack White owned this whole

area up  here .  They  d idn ' t  have any th ing  up  here  bu t  a  herd  o f

goats .  He h i red  my bro ther - in - law,  and then la te r  Mr .  Tay lo r - -

they were cal led Paine and Taylor-- they done i t  by teams" They

had no  o ld  ca terp i l ' l a rs  and bu l ldozers  to  do  i t  w i th .  But  they

had teams leve l  ing  th is  g round and leach ing  i t  ou t .  They  had

a good iob.  He paid them salar ies for  prepar ing the ground

and then le t  them have a l l  the  c rops  tha t  they  cou ld  ra ise  on  i t

for  two or three years af ter  they got in the cul t ivat . ion.  Af ter

tha t ,  they  were  to  pay  h im l /3  o f  the  c rop .  Wel l ,  tha t  was  a

good th ino .  A  lo t  o f  th is  g round here  was deve loped th rough them.

When was that?

That  was around the  end o f  Wor ld  War  I .  A t  tha t  t ime,  I  d idn ' t

have any th ing  to  do  w i th  th is ,  p rac t ica l l y .  A f te r  vve  were

mamied,  I  worked up  here  fo r  a  wh i le  w i th  h im.  On l ' y  tha t  I

knew what  was go ing  on .

What did they start  growing when they got their  ground in shape?

l , ' l e l l ,  i t  wasn ' t  ve ry  1ong . . . I  j us t  can ' t  remember  wha t  year  i t

was, they started to plant ' ing cot ton here.  They didn' t  know

that the cotton could grow here.  As soon as they found out that

cotton could grow here,  why, cot ton became "king" here.  Up unt i l

then ,  i t  was  jus t  hay ,  corn ,  oa ts ,  and wheat ,  Th is  va l1ey

grows good wheat and good corn and qood oats. That was al I that

was raised unt i l  cot ton came in,  and cotton was such a better

money crop that they al l  went to cot ton.
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What about the labor that  p icked the cotton?

We1l,  I  never knew any shortage of  labor in those days. Ther^e

was lots of  farm hands who l ived on the farm and picked the

cot ton .  There  was one t ime dur ing  the  Depress ion . . .wnen tne

Depress ion  h i t ,  the  Va]1ey  shut  down a  lo t  o f  the  g ins  because

they couldn' t  af ford to plant cot ton, i t  got  so cheap. The

way the  fa rmers ,  the  owners  d id  to  keep the  fami l ies  l i v ing  on

the farms was to give them a share of  the crops. They advanced

them the  money and sa id  they 'd  g ive  them one th i rd  o f  the  c rops .

And the contractor,  the man that was operat ing,  would qet one

th i rd .  The owner  o f  the  land wou ld  qe t  one th i rd .  L ike  Mr .

Whi te - -Zack  Whi te - -wou ld  ge t  a  th i rd ,  Pa ine  and Tay lo r  wou ld  ge t

a  th i rdo  and the i r  laborers  wou ld  ge t  one th i rd .  Now,  a l l  o f

them l i ved  on  the  fa rm,  the  who le  fami ly  wou ld  ge t  ou t  and work ,

and pick cot ton. That way the fami ly would do a lot  more than

just  by working for wages.

M: Were these most ly Mex' ican people doing the labor?

J :  Yes ,  i t  was  a l l  Mex ican  peop le .

M: Were they local  people or were they imported?

J :  No ,  they  were  loca l  peop le .  I  don ' t  th ink  the re 's  any th ing  ou t -

s ide .  They  were  peop le  [who]  l i ved  here  loca l l y  and they 'd

come over before.  When the Depression hi t ,  there was a lot  of

them, there was too much labor.  That 's why we had al l  those

repat r iados .  Th is  road up  here  wou ld  be  l ined  c lear  up  pas t

Anthony  w i th  veh ic les  go ing  back  to  Mdx ico ,  wa i t ing  to  ge t

across the br idges. Most of  them, as they qot across the

br idges ,  were  broke and d idn ' t  have any th ing .  There  were
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sharks  over  there ;  they  gave them a  l i t t le  fo r  what  equ ipment  they

had:  the i r  car ,  t ruck ,  o r  whatever  they 'd  take .  Some o f  them had

been fa rming  up  here ,  and f they  had7 a  l j t t le  b i t  o f  fa rm too ls  and

what not.  Judrez was swamped.

Did you know some of these people personal ly who went back to M6xico

dur ing  tha t  t ime?

There  wasn ' t  any  tha t  i  knew come here .  No,  I  have to  take  tha t  back .

Anybody tha t  was  l i v ing  on  these loca l  fa rms,  I  don ' t  know any  o f  them

went  back  because o f  the  ar rangement  they  had.  But  l i ke  I  sa id ,  they

/fiuil the arrangement that the farm owners had done to keep them

going .  But  these o thers  tha t  I ' ve  seen coming down here ,  I  cou ldn ' t

help but wonder where in the dickens s0 many people come from. Now, af ter

I 'd  ge t  th jnk jng  back ,  p robab ly  some o f  them tha t  came,  came in  f rom o ther

areas .

M:  Not  f romaround here? There  wasn ' t  any  b ig  movement  o f  peop ' le  pack jng  up

and  leav ing?

No,  tha t ' s  fo r  sure .  My bro ther - in - law and another  fa rmer ,  tha t ' s  one

arrangement they had. There wasn' t  much cotton planted. But the local

peop le  d id  i t .  And they  advanced them money to  ge t  the i r  g rocer ies  and

I ive on unt i l  the crops was harvested, and then they got their  part  of

the  c rops .  That ' s  the  on ly  way to  ge t  th rough tha t .  One year  there  was

very  l i t t le  p lan ted ,  and co t ton  went  down to  about  5  cents  a  pound.  I t

i us t  wasn ' t  wor th  p lan t ing .  Banks  were  go ing  b roke .

When d id  i t  ge t  good aga in  fo r  the  co t ton?

l , Je l l ,  I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  you .  Tha i  i s ,  I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  you

f rom exper ience.  I t  d idn ' t  las t  rea11y  bad fo r  over  two

or  th ree  years ,  I  wou ld  say .  I  was  down jn  M6x ico .  I  was

15

M .

J :

J :

M :

J :



JACKSON 16

M:

J :

M .

J :

M :

do ing  a l l  r i gh t  down  the re .  I  d idn ' t  p . y  t oo  much  a t ten t j on .

I  went  down there r ight  when . i t  s tar ted bad.  I  lost  a  p iece of

ground that  I  bought  here for  $000.00 an acre,  and the next  year

i t  was down to $ZOO.OO.

You took 'qu i te  a  ToSs .

Vet.  l lay that  I  wea aais ing oi l  T-hat c;rouhd vf l ieh I  bouql i t  i t '  I  so]d

for a dol lar  and a quarter;  next  year i t  was down to 25d.

But then you started farmjng in 
. |945 

here?

Yes,  a f te r  I  came back .

And you have been do ing  i t  ever  s ince .  D id  you s ta r t  fa rming

r igh t  here  on  th is  spot?

Yes,  when I  s ta r ted  fa rming ,  I  wasn ' t  rea l l y  fa rming  lands  somuch,  bu t l  s ta r ted

pou l t ry .  I  had done some cons t ruc t ion .  L ike  I  to ld  you be fore ,

I  pu t  in  a  f lock  o f  500 ch ickens  one yearo  and tha t  pa id  so

good tha t  I  s topped bu i ld ing  and went  to  ch ickens .  I  go t  up

to th i r ty thousand chickens at  that  t jme. I  got  qu' i te a few

[and]  I  bought  a  fa rm a long w i fh  l t .  And I ' ve  been fa rming  ever

s ince .  Nowo I ' ve  so ld  my  ch ickens ,  and  [ I 'm ]  ius t  fa rm ing  the

ground.

You've grown cotton most of  the t ime?

Up unt i l  th is  las t  year  I 'd  g rown co t ton  and tomatoes .  I  used to

raise a lot  of  tomatoes--SOO or 600 tons a year for  the cannery.

One year  I  ra ised  some on ion  seeds  and ou ts ide  o f  tha t  i t ' s  been

co t ton .  Un t i l  now,  I ' ve  gone  in to  hay  and  I 'm  91ad .  There 's  no t

so  much labor  w i th  i t .  I 'm ge t t ing  w ise  a long w i th  my years .

Labor condi t ions are hard now. We don' t  get  anybody who wants

to work anymore. And I  can get my hay al1 put up custom, al l

I  have to do is to see that i t  gets i r r igated and the borders

taken care  o f .

J :
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M: How was the ' labor  s i tua t ion  when you s ta r ted  growing  these c rops

in  the  la te  40 's?

J:  I t  was good. We had several  years here,  what we cal led a

bracero program. That was very good. I 'd 
' l ike 

to see that come
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back  in .

Did you yoursel f  h i re braceros ?

Yes,  I  d id  h i re  qu i te  a  few 'b raceros .

How many d' id you have at  one t jme?

0h,  f i ve  o r  s ix .  I  guess  I  h i red  s ix  a t  leas t .  They  were  good

simp' ly because they were out here on contract .  You had to have

a p' lace for them to stay.  But they stayed there and did our

work.  They weren' t  chasing around to t ry to f ind grass over

the fence that was greener.  I f  they lef t ,  they had to go back

to Mdxico. You had to get them through the emp'loyment office

down there, but that was fine. They worked good. They were the

bes t  we ever  had,  bes t  labor  we ever  had.  The fa rmers ,  I  th ink '

would al l  l ' ike to see the bracero program come back. I  l iked

them; in fact ,  when they took i t  outr  farmers could help their

braceros get their  papers to stay over here,  [ to]  get  what they

ca l led  the i r  g reen cards .  I  he lped prac t ica l l y  a l l  o f  m ine  ge t

over,  but  I  d iscont inued that because as soon as they got their

cardso they 'd  go  o f f .  They ' re  jus t  l i ke  they  are  over  here .

There  is  on ' l y  one I  d idn ' t  he lp ;  i t  was  h is  own fau l t .  He went

over there.  He had the let ter  and everything3 he was supposed to

come over  on  a  cer ta in  da te ,  and he  d idn ' t  come.  He go t  d runk

or  someth ing .  He  d idn ' t  come,  so  he  d idn ' t  ge t  ac ross .  Bu t  a l l

the rest  of  them, I  helped several  of  them.

How was the treatment of  these braceros here in the Va' l1ey?M:
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I  th ink ' i t  was  good.  I  don ' t  know anyone o f  them mal t rea ted

anyp lace-  I  th ink  i t  was  good.

Were they  pa id  fa i r  wages?

They were paid good wages. They weren' t  starvat ion wages. They

were paid good wages. 0f  course, they weren' t  paid the wages

that we get now, nobody was. They were pa' id good wages. There

were plenty of  them and ready and wi l l ing to come over.  They

wou ldn ' t  be  do ing  tha t  i f  they  weren ' t  ge t t ing  pa id  enough.  Be ing

tha t  i t  was  under  the  government ,  [ t t ]  wou ld  no t  a l low you to

give them starvat ion wages.

M: Did they do piece work?

J :  You cou ld  do  p iece  work ,  con t rac t  worko  or  day  work ,  e i ther  one.

M: What was the arrangement here in the Va11ey?

J: A1i  my arrangements was day work because i t  was chickens.

There wasnrt  hardly any ulay to do piece work,  e iCeot wtren t  vras pick ' ing

cotton, they were picking by the pound. I  don' t  remember that  I

d id  any  hoe ing  or  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  Some o f  the  fa rmers  d id

i t  that  way. But you could ei ther work them contract '  p iece

work ,  o r  day  work ,  e i ther  one.  But  I  had the  ch icken opera t ion

and I  used them most ly  ius t  day  work .  I 'd  l i ke  to  see them come

back. 0f  course, they'd have to get more money than they used

to  ge t .  Qu i te  a  b i t  more .

There was a problem here in l94B that started when the govern-

ment of  Mdxico couldn' t  reach an agreement wi th the United States

government  about  b racero  wages and l i v inq  cond j t ions .  A  lo t

of  workers were wait ing ' in JuJrez,  ready to be signed up as

braceros.  But because of  the problem in not reaching an

M:

J :
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agreement ,  the negot ia t ions broke down,  so that  the workers becarne so f rant ic

about  the  s i tua t ion  tha t  a t  one po in t ,  thousands o f  them were

al lowed to come in.  This was in October of  
. |948- 

Do you

remember that? A lot  of  people iust  were al lowed to come through

the  br idge and the  r i ver  i11ega11y.  Then they  were  s igned up

immedia te ly  on  th is  s ide  as  braceros ,  w i thout  hav ing  gone

through the  regu la r  channe ls .

I  don ' t  know about  tha t .  I 'm sure  I  don ' t .  I  know one t ime

when there was a couple of  years there when the border patrol

wou ldn ' t  p ick  them up over  here .  They 'd  come th rough and as

lonq as  they  s tayed on  the  fa rm and work ing ,  they  d idn ' t  ge t  on

the road and travel ,  they wouldnrt  bother them. Maybe that was

at the same t jme. Probab' ly they let  them sign up. That was

regu lar  wetbacks .  But  I  don ' t  remember  ius t  le t t ing  them come

over  and s ign  them in  as  bracero ! .  A l l  b raceros  tha t  I

ever  go t . . . you  had to  go  ask  fo r  them,  I  th ink  i t  was  th i r ty

days ahead of  t ime, so that they could have them here.

Were  a  lo t  o f  i l1ega1s here  a t  tha t  t ime [ t r940 's ]?

We1] ,  the re  cou ld  have  been .  I  d idn ' t  know very  many .  I 'm

sure there's a whole lot  more now than there was. You can see

them a l l  a round the  count ry ,  bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  there  was dur ing

the  braceros  t ime.  I  don ' t  th ink  there  was any  i1 lega1s  over

here.  There was no incent ive for  people to hire them. Now,

they ' re  ge t t ing  over  here  and ge t t ing  in to  heavy  and l igh t  cons t ruc-

t ion,  where before they come over [and] they just  went to farms.

But  I  don ' t  remember  anybody hav ing  any  i l l ega ls  back  in  those

days .  There  was one t ime,  tha t  i s ,  un t ' i l  Wor ld  War  I  s ta r ted ,

there  wasn ' t  such a  th ing  as  a  passpor t .  When Wor ld  War  I

M:

J :
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started is when they started requir ing passports to come over.

In  Wor ld  War  I?

Yes,  tha t  was  qu f te  a ' long  ways  back ;  bu t  be fore  tha t ,  the  border

was wide open and free, and you could come over wi thout a pass-

port .  Thenn because of  the war,  they started requir ing passports,

and you had to get passports. I remember I had to get one

myse ' l f .  I  was  l i v ing  across  the  r i ver  a t  tha t  t ime.  I  had

qui te a hard t ime because I  was born in M6xico.

You weren' t  supposed to have been born in M5xico? (Laughter)

Wel l ,  I  was  born  in  Mdx ico  by  Amer ican parents .  In  those days ,

i t  wasn ' t  so  compl jca ted ,  on ly  tha t  Immigra t ion  d idn ' t  know how

to  hand le  i t .  They  d idn ' t l  I  had  a  t ime ge t t ing  my passpor t  to

c ross .

What were the problems?

Wel l ,  they  to ld  me tha t  I  wasn ' t  a  U .  S .  o r  a  Mex ican  e i the r l

We11,  what  were  you? You d idn ' t  be long anywhere? (Laughter )

I had to get a lawyer to get me a passport to come over here.

My fa ther  was an  Amer jcan c i t i zen .  He 'd  taken ou t  Amer ican

c i t i zensh ' ip  papers ,  and my mother  was born  here .  She is  an

American. But I  was born down there.

Did other peopl .e in the same s ' i tuat ion have trouble?

Sure ,  sure .  My w i fe  was in  the  same s i tua t ion .  Ins tead o f  go ing

through a1 l  tha t ,  she  took  ou t  na tura l i za t ion  papers .  A l l  those

people born down there had to;  I  guess maybe a lot  of  others

al l  over M6xico.  There weren' t  as many as there were in that

group. Yes, I  had to get a lawyer.  I  come across,  t r ied to get

across. I was down there on that farm. I went to get my mother

and t r ied  to  ge t  across ;  they  ius t  wou ldn ' t  do  i t  and they  jus t

M:
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d idn ' t  know how to  do  j t .  There  wasn ' t  anybody in  tha t  o f f i ce

tha t  unders tood the  immigra t ion  laws;  we l l ,  enough to  ac tua l l y

g ive  me a  passpor t ,  t i1 l  I  go t  a ' lawyer ,  and he  knew more  than

they d ' id l  And they gave me one.

When the  mach ines  began to  be  used to  p ick  the  co t ton ,  d id  tha t

change agr icu l tu re  here? D id  i t  d isp lace  a  lo t  o f  labor?

I t  d id .  P ickers . . . i t  d jd  d isp lace  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  l abor .  Bu t  the

pr ice  o f  co t ton  is  what  b rought  the  mach ines .  0 f  course ,  mach ines

come in  to  any th ing :  no t  on ly  co t ton ,  bu t  a l fa l fa .  In  fac t ,

we have tomato pickers now. Tomatoes are picked by machine. And

any way that the farmers can f jnd to do his work cheaper,  why,

he ' l l  do  i t .  Mach ines  d id  do  away  w i th  a  lo t  o f  hand ' labor ,

but they don' t  do the work as good as hand labor does. In fact ,

th is last  year when cotton was worth more'  a lot  of  people went

back  to  hand laborers ,  as  fa r  as  they  cou ld  ge t  i t .  They  wou ld

go back  because the  pr ice  o f  co t ton  ius t i f ied  i t .  They  cou ld

get more for their cotton for hand-p'icked than they could for

mach ine-p icked.  In  fac t ,  when you take  a  ba le  o f  co t ton  in  the

g' in to be ginned, they want to know whether j t 's  hand-picked or

mach ine-p icked,  Yes ,  there 's  a  d i f fe rence.  You wou ldn ' t  be l ieve

i t ,  bu t  a  1 /32nd o f  an  inch  in  the  length  o f  the  f iber  on

cotton makes a di f ference in the pr ice.  Hand-picked is better

i f  the  p ickers  a re  good.  0 f  course ,  i f  they  are  no t ,  they  ge t

a l l  the  t rash .  In  fac t ,  I  know th is  las t  year  severa l  p laces

were  hand-p ick ing  as  fa r  as  they  cou ld  ge t  hand-p ickers '  and they

had  p ick ing  mach ines .

M:  But  th is  i s  an  unusua l  case because the  pr ice  o f  co t ton  ius t i f ied

i t .  What happened to the labor? Where did those people go?
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Did farmers let  them go when machines came in,  or  d id they have

an arrangement where these people l ived on their  farms?

J:  [ , , le l ] ,  in  the  f i rs t  p lace ,  when the  mach ines  come in ,  there  were

larger farms and there was more land developed. 0f  course, the

lower labor that  was doing the hard labor,  the hand work,  found

other jobs in construct ion and what not.  Some got jobs 1 ike

dr iv ing the picker because there were more pickers and more land

be ing  pu t  in .  Has  been up  to  now.  I  donr t  th ink  there  is  hard ly

any  more  because i t  i s  p rac t ica l l y  a l l  taken.  But  I  don ' t  know

of  any  t ime when. . .  A  lo t  o f  labor  has  jus t  gone in to  the  c i t ies  to  f ind  work ,

and cons t ruc t jo rL  roac l  work  such as  tha t .  A  fa rmer  wou ld  use  more  loca l

hand labor now i f  they were good workers.  I  guess I  ought not

to te l l  you too darn much.

No,  go  ahead.

Lots of t ' imes they make more on wel fare than what they can do

through their  fami ly and connect ions,  and what not,  and stamps

and everything. There is too much easy welfare in the U.S. They

don ' t  work  l i ke  they  used to  work .  They  jus t  won ' t  do  i t .  I ' ve

had tomato pickers that  I  got  f rom the employment commission

down there,  that  I 've had to f i re the f i rst  day.  They'd go down

there and get unemployment checks. They'd go on to food stamps

and what  no t .  Therers  a  lo t  o f  s tu f f  tha t  you  probab ly  donr t

know about,  and I  probab' ly better not say i t .

That ' s  par t  o f  the  h is to ry .

0h ,  i t  i s .  I  guess  you can cu t  i t  ou t ;  bu t  there 's  fami l ies

here that are on welfare because their  husbands temporar i ly

abandoned them unt i l  they go on the l is t .  Then they stay there.

The husband comes back or works some other pl ace and they have

M .

J :

M :

J :
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money and they get welfare besides. I know of qutte a few

ins tances  l i ke  tha t ,  wh ich  isn ' t  r igh t .  I  be l ieve  in  we l fa re  when

the person needs i t .  l ' lhenleople need Tt,  
- I t -sFiqtr t .  

But there5l  l4ouh j rdge

ninety percent of  people drawing welfare that  shouldn' t  be.

That you very much, Mr.  Jackson.

END OF INTERVIEl^,
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