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President Obama addresses inequality in American workforce
 by jessica pereda
 SHFWire 

WASHINGTON – When Rob-
ert Hathorn visited the White 
House on Wednesday, he was 
wearing a button. It read: “Nis-
san, lead us not to tempt-nation.”

He explained why when he spoke 
to a forum on the U.S. workforce. 
“I make the same in 70 hours as 
a full-time employee does in 40.”

Hathorn is an autoworker in a 
Nissan factory in Clinton, Miss., 
where he is part of the Pathways 
Program, a transition program 
that teaches workers new skills and 
aims to make them full-time em-
ployees, generally in two years.

Nissan sold more than 2 mil-
lion cars last year and has more 
than 100,000 employees globally.

Hathorn was one of the partici-
pants at the Summit on Worker Voice 
hosted by the White House. The sum-
mit was a series of events to gener-
ate solutions for labor issues such 
as the minimum wage, workplace 
flexibility and equal opportunity.

President Barack Obama spoke 
to the union leaders, workers and 
business leaders, saying solving 
labor issues will create opportu-
nity for every American worker.

Obama said collective bar-
gaining and unions are a pos-
sible solution to the problem 
of inequality in the workforce.

“Labor unions were often the 
driving force for progress,” he said. 
“The 40-hour workweek, over-
time pay, health insurance, retire-
ment plans.  The middle class it-
self was built on a union label.”

He said technology and the 
changing economy spurred 
the start of the conversation.

“Now, the economy is chang-
ing again. Technology has 
made it easier for companies 
to do more with less,” he said.

Yet with the beginning of the 
conversation, frustration showed.

Hathorn, a husband and father, said 
it is unjust for him to train full-time 

workers who make $25 an hour while 
he makes $18 as a temporary worker.

In 2014, there were more than 
2.8 million temporary work-
ers in the U.S., according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

“In recent years, we’ve seen more 
companies cut costs by hiring con-
tractors and ‘perma-temps’ – work-
ers who are laboring side-by-side 
with full-time employees but 

don’t earn the same pay and ben-
efits and job security,” Obama said.

He said Congress has 
to help solve the problem.

“They need to strengthen paid 
leave and expanded child care, and 
raise the minimum wage for Ameri-
cans across this country,” he said.

After expressing his frustration 
with the ineffectiveness of Congress, 
Obama said one immediate solution is 
to change the work culture in the U.S.

“Creating new norms and social 

pressure with employers … is a re-

ally powerful tool,” Obama said.

Obama repeatedly stated his pas-

sion for labor issues and his in-

volvement in organizing the sum-

mit. He said the conversation began 

after discussions with his Cabinet.

They shared “the belief that all the 

success we made in recovering the 

economy, if we don’t solve this prob-

lem, it will have a long, adverse ef-

fect on our competitiveness,” he said.

Secretary of Labor Thomas 

Perez said the conference was 

a call “to start a conversation.”

House Minority Leader Nan-

cy Pelosi and Vice President Joe 

Biden attended the conference.

Biden spoke shortly before the 

president’s town hall meeting. He ex-

pressed his frustration about the chal-

lenges for some American employees.

“Because of the way the deck 

has been stacked in the previ-

ous 10-12 years, middle class folks 

have been getting hurt, and they 

are still getting hurt,” Biden said.

Reach reporter Jessica Pereda at Jessica.pereda@scripps.

com or 202-408-1493. SHFWire stories are free to any news 

organization that gives the reporter a byline and credits the 

SHFWire. Like the Scripps Howard Foundation Wire interns 

on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.

Jessica Pereda/ SHFWire 
Terrence Wise, 36, of Kansas City, Mo., a father of three children, tells President Barack Obama that he works for Burger King and McDonald’s, 
yet still struggles financially. He and his fianceé both work yet, “the wages are so low, we skip meals.” He attended a conference about the 
workforce Wednesday at The White House. SHFWire photo by Jessica Pereda
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Question of the week: What do you think of the movie ‘Sicario’? 

Gabriela Mendez
Freshman speech pathology major
“Movies like those make druglords look 
powerful rather than what they are which is 
a negative influence. However, it does make 
seem Mexico like a scary place which isn’t at 
all, at least not all of  it.”

Eduardo De Jesus
Sophomore bioletical science major
“I think it’s an informative movie because 
people don’t know with what we deal with 
here on the borderland.”

Nicholas Buckhatter
Freshman business major
“I haven’t seen the movie, but I fell like 
no one should get mad about it, it’s just a 
movie.  But some of  what I heard about the 
movie is true so there’s nothing to get mad 
about.”

Sebastian Perez
Sophomore mechanical engineering 
major
“The movie seemed to drastic, I’m sure 
everyone from Juarez thought that.”

Nathaly Gonzalez
Senior marketing major
“It’s important that major movie studios 
represent what happens in other countries. 
We shouldnt be offended because what 
happened in this border should be known 
throughout the world.”

Marcel Gilley
Freshman engineering major
“A negative thing about Sicario was that 
they glorify the bad part of  Juarez and they 
are damaging the reputation of  the city.”

Daniel Grijalva
Sophomore economics major
“I heard our mayor Oscar Leeser recom-
mended that we dont watch the film because 
it gives our area a bad reputation.”

Stephon Foster
Sophomore pre-nursing major
“I feel like the movie gave an insight on 
what happens in Juarez. It also shows how 
El Paso is when the crime rate is fairly low 
here.”

Angel Sandoval
Senior marketing major
“Overall it’s just a movie, but since Juarez is 
trying to bounce back, I think this can take 
them back as a city.”

Manuel Flores
Freshman business major
“I feel that the movie is just describing 
Mexico with something that happened. I 
think it’s kind of  racist just describing just 
the bad that happened.”

Nidia Alves
Sophomore speech pathology major
“If  the film shows the situation realistically, 
then there isn’t anything wrong with the 
film.”

Stephanie Ramirez
Freshman kinesiology tmajor
“I think the movie is kinda fictional because 
it shows that Juarez is a bad place but for 
some it’s really not.”

Carlos Aceves
Freshman music performance major
“I feel that the movie brings out the truth 
of  what’s going on not very far from where 
we live.”

Matthew Buxton
Junior political scienc major
“I don’t see why people are so upset about 
it.”

Noshin Habib
Junior, mechanical engineering 
major
“The movie was interesting because it hits 
close to home.”

Steven Manning
Freshman kinesiology major
“I thought the movie was pretty accurate on 
how the CIA runs things and how they try to 
make their money.”

Mitzi Pedroza
Sophomore speech pathology major
“Movies are meant to entertain people and 
not meant to take seriously.  What happened 
in movie affects us too so people have the 
right to see what happened.”

Jose Hernandez
Freshman kinesiology major
“Being someone who visits Juarez fre-
quently, it has changed in a positive way and 
the violence has gone down a lot, so I see 
no issue with the movie for it is fictional.”

Jacob Rodriguez
Freshman criminal justice major
“I thought it was a really good movie, it had 
constant suspense and entertainment. I 
also think they perceived the political aspect 
of  the movie in an accurate way.”

Walter Lujan
Freshman engineering major
“The movie glorifies narcos and narco activ-
ity, when it shouldn’t be glorified at all.”

adrian broaddus, andres martinez, sergio zamora, angel ulloa / The Prospector
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our view

michaela Roman / The Prospector
The annual Chalk the Block event drew artists, local bands, vendors and spectators together 
to downtown El Paso.

Over 40,000 El Pasoans color the streets at Chalk The Block
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BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

There are many ideas for a roman-
tic date such as stargazing or going 
to a movie, but many UTEP stu-
dents find themselves taking their 
significant others to Café Central, a 
swanky downtown restaurant known 
for its ambience and green chili soup. 

After a week of voting, this year’s 
Pick Award for best romantic 

place goes to Café Central. Clau-
dio Melendez, a waiter and bar-
tender at Café Central, said win-
ning this award gives him pride. 

“It gives us our pride working for a 
company this good,” Melendez said. 

At this time of year, Café Cen-
tral puts a lot of effort into coor-
dinating parties, which become 
highly popular around Novem-
ber and December of each year. 

“We’re getting ready to start 
the party season,” Melendez said.

Although party fever takes place 
this time of year, Melendez said 
adding and trying new things is a 
continuous event at Café Central. 

“There’s always new stuff hap-
pening here,” Melendez said. 
“We have wine tasting and we 
also have a lot of catering.”

According to Melendez, Café Cen-
tral has become a popular place for 
many UTEP students to go grab cock-
tails, chat and unwind after a busy day. 

“We do not have too large of a 
UTEP customer base, but we defi-
nitely do get a lot of UTEP stu-
dents that come in,” Melendez said. 

In the past, Café Central has 
worked with other restaurants 
to  help them build and ex-
pand their UTEP customer base.

“We used to work for Chicago 
Street Food and that helped,” Me-
lendez said. “Plus, I know some 
of the people that come here, too, 
and many of them attended UTEP.”

Melendez said romantics and 
students alike are most like-
ly drawn to the restaurant be-
cause of Café Central’s character. 

“The ambience and the quality of 
the food definitely make it roman-
tic,” Melendez said. “It is also be-
cause of the way we treat people 
when we come in and we serve them, 
we try to make it really romantic.” 

While Café Central is popular for 
its romanticism and quality, the type 
of experience a customer has dif-
fers depending on if he or she dines 
there at night or during the day. Me-
lendez said this can have a great im-
pact on any given customer’s visit. 

“It definitely changes from the day 
to the night, where the day is a little 
bit faster service,” Melendez said. “We 

sometimes serve in-and-out courses, 
so their meal does not necessarily have 
to be the traditional four courses.”

Dining during the day may be 
a quicker experience, but dining 
at night is generally more relaxed. 

“When you dine at Café Cen-
tral at night, you can expect to stay 
here at least from an hour or an 
hour and a half to anywhere around 
three hours, so you can get the 
true experience,” Melendez said.

When dining at Café Central at 
night, Melendez said customers usual-
ly enjoy a traditional four-course meal.

“You start with an appetizer and 
then you move on to a soup or sal-
ad,” Melendez said. “Then you have 
your entrée and lastly your dessert.”

Although this is the usual for night-
time customers, some expand their 
four-course meal to a five-course meal. 

“We even have some custom-
ers come in earlier to start off with 
cocktails,” Melendez said. “You 
could always go all the way here.”

Café Central is located at 
109 Oregon St. For more in-
formation, call 915-545-2233.

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com. 

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

All kinds of artists, from elec-
tronic dance music superstars and 
Green Day to the upcoming Blessthe-
fall and Plain White T’s concerts, 
have been hosted at Tricky Falls, 
so it is no wonder they were vot-
ed best music venue in El Paso in 
this year’s Prospector Pick Awards. 

Tricky Falls, located at 209 El 
Paso St., is a music venue and bar 
wedged in between shops and res-
taurants in downtown El Paso. 
Tricky Falls has been home to a 
number of concerts and has climbed 
the ranks to become one of El 
Paso’s prominent music venues. 

Austin Frisbey, senior biological 
sciences major, said Tricky Falls is a 
good place to see concerts and shows. 

“I have seen Atmosphere, Fig-
ure, OFWKTA, Purity RIng and a 
few other artists there, and my ex-
periences were good,” Frisbey said. 

Although Tricky Falls appeared to 
be squeezed between other buildings, 
the inside area is spacious, which al-
lows for a laid-back atmosphere. 

“A lot of shows don’t get too packed 
there, so it’s a comfortable place 
to be at for a show,” Frisbey said. 

Based on his experiences, Fris-
bey said Tricky Falls would defi-
nitely be a place he would sug-
gest to go to for concerts. 

“I would recommend it to a 
friend,” Frisbey said. “It is one 
of the nicer venues in El Paso.”

Jazmin Lopez, senior pre-speech 
language pathology major, is an-
other student who has had an en-
joyable experience at Tricky Falls. 
Although the concerts she saw 
there happened a few years back, 
she still looks back positively on it. 

“I saw Taking Back Sunday and The 
Maine there about two years ago,” Lo-
pez said.  “I had a nice experience.”

Misled by the outside appear-
ance of the building, Lopez said 
she was surprised by the size 
of the interior at Tricky Falls.

“It was bigger than I expected 
it to be, and everyone was actu-

ally really nice,” Lopez said. “After 
the show we were even able to hang 
around outside to meet the band.”

Lopez said the venue was not 
disappointing, and it added to 
the experience of seeing some 
of her favorite bands in concert. 

“I was very impressed with the 
venue,” Lopez said. “I think it has an 

authentic feel from the outside in.”
In addition to the stage and per-

formance area, Tricky Falls also 
has the bar and lounge inside its 
facilities. Bowie Feathers, which 
has a number of leather couch-
es to hang out on and stylish art 
work on the walls, is a nice place to 
wind down, according to Lopez. 

“I like how they have the bar 
(Bowie Feathers) and a balco-
ny, where you can just chill and 
enjoy the shows,” Lopez said. 

The building that houses Tricky 
Falls and Bowie Feathers was built 
by prominent architect Henry C. 
Trost in 1914, landing the building 
a spot on the National Register of 
Historic Buildings. The next concert 
will be the metal band Blessthefall 
on Oct. 21. For more information 
about Tricky Falls, call 915-351-9938.

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com. 

Cafe Central voted most romantic place in 2015 Pick Awards

angel ulloa / The Prospector
Café Central is located at 109 Oregon St. in downtown El Paso.

Tricky Falls voted best music venue

angel ulloa/ michaela Roman / The Prospector
Tricky Falls is located at 209 El Paso St in downtown El Paso.

I was very 
impressed with the 
venue. I think it has 
an authentic feel 
from the outside in.

- Jasmin Lopez, 
senior pre-speech language 

pathology major
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TUESDAY, OCT. 13

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 14

THURSDAY, OCT. 15

ALL DAY-Men’s Body Image Through the De-
cades poster display

10:30-11:30 AM-Eating Disorders Workshop 
by NAMI at Union East Acacia Room 102A

5 PM-Movie Screening: ‘Miss Representation’ 
Union East University Suite Room 312

12-1:15PM-Brown Bag Lunch Series: Acco-
modating Transgender Population in Public 
Spcares at Union West Room 112

5:30 PM-Light the Night Purple Walk at Cen-
tennial Plaza

6 PM- Dance in Her Sneakers Zumba at Cen-
tennial Plaza

1:30-2:30 PM-Woman and Gender Studies 
Workshop at Union East Andesite Room 102B

6 PM- Keynote Speaker: Yomi Abiola, the first 
African-America face for Maybelline Cosmet-
ics, will speak at the Union East Tomas Rivera 
Conference Center Room 308

LOVE YOUR BODY WEEK

andres martinez/ The Prospector
Oktobeerfest will take place Saturday, Oct. 17 at Cohen Stadium.

BY JOSE SOTO
The Prospector

It is no secret, El Pasoans love 
their beer. There are many bars 
that cater to beer enthusiasts, fill-
ing up on craft beers that have be-
come favorites. Soon, these same 
enthusiasts will be able to attend an 
event that will highlight and show-
case a myriad of different beers. 

Oktobeerfest will be happening on 
Saturday, Oct. 17 at Cohen Stadium, 
and will offer more than 20 beers for 
attendees to sample. The event, pre-
sented by Western Tech, will provide 
those who looking to try out seasonal 
beers, one they haven’t tried yet—spe-
cifically the popular Oktoberfest beers. 

Veronica Hernandez, live event 
manager for Townsquare Media, who 
produced the event, said that this is the 
perfect occasion to try seasonal beers. 

“We took note into getting au-
thentic, seasonal beers,” Hernandez 
said. “There will be a multitude of 
breweries there. With over 20 dif-
ferent types of beers, there’s defi-
nitely something for everybody.” 

Some of the beers that will be 
available are Weihenstephan Hefe 
Weissbier Dunkel, which is a dark 
beer, Weihenstephan Kristall Weiss-
bier, Weihenstephan Oktoberfestbier, 
König Pilsener and Ayinger Weisse.

Some of the seasonal VIP beers 
will be Uinta Punk’n Harvest Pump-
kin Ale and Upslope Pumpkin Ale. 

Hernandez said according to 
sales, they are expecting more than 
2,000 people to attend the festival. 

“The first 2,500 people will re-
ceive a commemorative glass stein 
to drink from,” Hernandez said. 
“There will also be a few local bands 
and food vendors. One of the food 
vendors will be Hog Haus, which is 
an authentic German food truck.” 

“We’ve been developing this festi-
val for over a year,” Hernandez said. 
“It’s been a very detailed process.” 

Nicolaas Koppert, event market-
ing manager for El Paso Live, said 
Oktobeerfest will also help promote 
the newly-renovated Cohen Stadium. 

“They have been cleaning up the 
stadium for this event because of 
the recent rainstorms that the city 
has had,” Koppert said. “Cohen Sta-
dium has been renovated and many 
people haven’t had the chance to see 
it. When we (El Paso Live) obtained 
the stadium, it was in pretty bad 
shape. Events like Oktobeerfest will 
be one of the most recent that will 
show off how the stadium looks now.”

Koppert said that the event will 
include free parking at the stadium. 

Eduardo Salas, a freshmen Eng-
lish and American literature ma-
jor, said he would attend the event. 

“I definitely would attend,” Sa-
las said. “I’m a big fan of beer, es-
pecially during football season.”

Salas said there are several rea-
sons why so many people like beer. 

“Definitely the acquired taste of 
certain beers, the process by which 
they’re brewed, and some of the his-
tory behind their inception, and 
how different tastes and concoc-
tions were crossed to create some of 
the finer craft beers that might be 
showcased at the event,” Salas said.

Hernandez said the event will have 
proper security at the event, and that 
this kind of event attracts people who 
simply want to try out different things. 

“It isn’t a bar or club environ-
ment. It’s very family-orien-
tated,” Hernandez said. “We’re 
even allowing dogs to join.” 

The entry fee for Oktobeerfest is 
$10. VIP tickets will cost $30, which 
will allow ticket holders entrance to 
the VIP area with five exclusive beer 
selections, a meal, private bathrooms 
and a guaranteed glass stein.  Beer pur-
chases will cost $5 per glass. Uber will 
offering free rides either to or from 
the event with promo code AOT15.

Jose Soto may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com.

We took note into 
getting authentic, 
seasonal beers.

- Vanessa Hernandez, 
live event manager for 

Townsquare Media

Oktobeerfest caters to beer enthusiasts
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Miners head into much needed bye week

By Adrian Broaddus 
The Prospector

Following back-to-back grueling 
losses to the University of Texas at 
San Antonio and Florida Interna-
tional University, respectively, the 
UTEP football team finds themselves 
in a desperate rebuilding mode en-
tering week seven of the season. Fall-
ing to 2-4 (0-2) after six games, the 
beat-up squad will have their much-
needed first bye week of the season. 

During the off week, Sean Kugler is 
left to serve as a messiah to a shaky 
team. Many holes need to be fixed 
such as finding true starters on of-

fense and working around the health 
issues for some of the injured players. 

The rough 52-12 loss against the 
FIU Panthers was both unexpected 
and a disappointing performance 
for the Miners. The Panther offense 
opened the game by easily ma-
neuvering through the defense for 
75 yards to score in just six plays. 
Then, in a blink of an eye, the Pan-
thers stopped the Miner offense and 
scored back-to-back touchdowns, 
extending their lead to 21-0 with 
1:05 in the first quarter. 

Starting quarterback Ryan Metz 
could not get anything rolling on of-
fense, as he threw a pick-six on the 
next drive. Metz, who went 2-for-4, 

had a mere 10 yards and was benched 
after the interception. 

Freshman Kavika Johnson, who’s 
seen playing time in a wildcat pack-
age, took Metz’ place and finished 
the game. Johnson was able to lead 
a 73-yard drive, which featured a 53-
yard pass to Cole Freytag on a third 
and six, that ended in a field goal. The 
Miners trailed 42-3 at the half. 

“Ryan had a pick-six and the of-
fense stalled at that point,” Kugler 
said. “We just needed a spark right 
before halftime. We put in Kavika.  
He gave us a little spark down the 
field.  He continued to give us a spark 
in the second half.”

Halfway into the third quarter, 
Johnson again found Freytag for a 23-
yard touchdown pass. However, this 
was the only touchdown the Miners 
had on the day. Although the Pan-
thers outgained the Miners 518 to 
272-yards, the Miners were on par 
with FIU in the running game. Lead 
receiver turned running back, War-
ren Redix, rushed for 52 yards. 

The Miners outgained the Panthers 
188-166 on the ground. Also, with 
his 92 yards on kick off returns, Au-
trey Golden became UTEP’s all-time 
leader in kickoffs with 2,758 yards in 
his career. However, the 40-point loss 
did not register well with head coach 
Sean Kugler.  

“Beyond tough,” Kugler said refer-
ring to the loss. “We lost a few more 
guys. I can’t say enough. We’re a beat-
up team. As the head coach, I’ve got 
to do a good job of keeping these guys 
together and trying to field a com-
petitive team and keep them fighting. 
That’s on me.”

Now midway into the season with a 
bye week, the heavily injured Miners 
are left to find diamonds in the rough. 

Due to injuries, the squad is playing 
their third and fourth-string quarter-
backs, Metz and Johnson. However, 
during this bye week the question of 
whether Mack Leftwich, the former 
starting quarterback, will regain his 
starting position still remains. Left-
wich suffered a concussion in the 
New Mexico State game and has not 
played for the Miners since then. 

Another spot where the offense is 
hurting is the running back position. 
After both first and second-string 
players, Aaron Jones and Darrin Lau-
fasa, respectivewly, were sidelined 
due to injury, coach Kugler resorted 
to changing positions on the depth 
chart to fill the void. 

During the FIU game, two more 
tailbacks, LaQuintus Dowell and 

Treyvon Hughes, suffered injuries 
that took them out of the game. 
Alongside Redix, what’s left of the 
running game is Jeremiah Laufasa 
and Johnson. 

On the defensive side, injuries have 
resulted in the switching of various 
positions. Nonetheless, key players 
such as Alvin Jones, Kelvin Fisher 
and Ishmael Harris will be expected 
to fully recover from their respective 
injuries and get healthy during this 
off-week. 

“We’ll try to get healed up as best 
as we can and try to compete our tails 
off the rest of the year,” Kugler said. 
“We’re playing with a wide receiver at 
tailback, a safety at tailback, and we’re 
down to our third or fourth quarter-
back. We’re bare bones, but it won’t 
keep us from competing. 

 After the bye week, the Miners will 
host Florida Atlantic on Saturday, 
Oct. 24. 

Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com. 

ANDRES MARTINEZ / The Prospector
The UTEP football team is heading into their bye week after a 52-12 loss to the FIU Panthers in Miami this past Saturday. 

As the head coach, I’ve 
got to do a good job 
of keeping these guys 
together and trying to 
field a competitive team 
and keep them fighting.

- Sean Kugler, 
UTEP football head coach

M i n e r s  f a c e  d e f e n s i v e  c h a l l e n g e  o n  t h e  r o a d

By Luis Gonzalez
The Prospector

The UTEP women’s soccer team 
will be on the road once again this 
weekend when they visit Louisiana 
Tech and Southern Miss on Friday, 
Oct. 16. and Saturday, Oct. 17, re-
spectively. These will be the last road 

games of the regular season for head 
coach Kevin Cross and his Miners, 
before finishing with three straight at 
University Field.

“We look at being on the road as 
an opportunity. Our girls get extra 
sleep, great meals and have lots of fun 
together,” Cross said. “They are just 

focused on one thing on the road, 
winning the soccer game.”

UTEP is coming off a win at the 
University of Texas at San Antonio, 
making it three straight games with-
out a defeat and first after two hard-
fought ties at home.

The Miners created danger on the 
Roadrunners’ goal from the start. 
Just 44 seconds into the game, senior 
forward Angela Cutaia sent a ball just 
over the home team’s crossbar in a 
sign of things to come. UTEP would 
have a couple of other chances before 
finally taking advantage of one. 

With the clock showing 23 minutes 
into the contest, Cutaia dribbled down 
the left flank with bad intentions. She 
crossed the ball into the Roadrunner 
box, where junior midfielder Bri Bar-
reiro found it and headed it past the 
keeper.

The Miners would not score an-
other goal, but hung on to the result 
thanks to freshman keeper Alyssa 
Palacios’ fantastic day under the three 
posts. The Miner goalkeeper recorded 
seven saves on the way to her fourth 
clean sheet.

“It was a very hard-fought win. It 
was one of the most physical games 
we have played in,” Cross said. “We 
had to give everything we had to win 
against a highly-motivated UTSA 
squad.”

With a 9-4-2 record, 2-1-2 in con-
ference, the Miners now turn their at-

tention to Louisiana Tech and South-
ern Miss as they continue to battle for 
one of the eight spots in the Confer-
ence USA tournament, held in Miami 
in early November.

In Louisiana Tech, UTEP will face 
one of the top four defenses in the 
conference. Tech has allowed 15 goals 
this season, an average of less than 
a goal per game. Although their 9-7 
record in conference may not be as 
impressive as the Miners, the Lady 
Techsters are 2-4 in conference and 
just two points behind UTEP. A win 
against the Miners would not only 
mean breaking the two-game losing 
streak they are currently on, but also 
a climb up the standings and into the 
top eight.

Louisiana Tech lost its two last 
games on the road against Florida 
International and Florida Atlantic, a 
road trip the Miners split themselves 
beating Atlantic and losing to Inter-
national in late September.

The Lady Techsters will look to 
crowd their defensive third, leaving 
very few spaces for the Miners to at-
tack, while looking to send numbers 
forward in the counter attack.

“(They) are a very difficult team to 
play against,” Cross said. “They play 
the toughest defense in the confer-
ence. We have to be very focused and 
play hard as they really battle.”

After their match in Ruston, La., 
the Miners will travel to Hattiesburg, 

Miss., for a date with the Southern 
Miss Golden Eagles.

In Ruston, UTEP will face a simi-
lar foe to that of Louisiana Tech. The 
Golden Eagles are at the very bottom 
of the Conference USA standings and 
will look to defend before going for-
ward and attacking. 

Southern Miss has only three wins 
this season, one in conference play, 
and has been shutout in nine of their 
last 10 games. Cross and the Miners 
don’t take their opponents lightly, 
knowing it will be difficult to score 
with a lack of space in the final third 
of the field and the danger of the 
counter attack.

“Southern Miss has one of the top 
keepers in conference and a back line 
that is very athletic,” Cross said. “They 
are good attacking out of the back. 
They will also be a tough challenge.”

The Miners will be back home for 
the final three games of the regu-
lar season, but for now they are fo-
cused on the road, looking to get 
three points at a time, as they march 
towards another Conference USA 
tournament.

“We will have to play very well to 
beat two talented squads,” Cross said. 
“But we will be ready for both teams 
and take them one at a time.”

Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com. 

SERGIO ZAMORA / The Prospector
The UTEP women’s soccer team has five games remaining in the regular season.
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