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The death of Romo?
BY JAVIER CORTEZ
The Prospector

�is past Sun-
day, Sept. 20, the 
Dallas Cowboys’ 
starting quarter-
back Tony Romo 
broke his collar-

bone against the Philadelphia Eagles 
in a 20-10 win. �e injury means that 
the Cowboys are without their star 
quarterback for at least eight weeks. 

At 35-years old and with another 
major injury on the books, it begs 
the question; is Tony Romo done? 
If he is done; what is his legacy? 

Maybe it’s too far fetched to say 
Romo’s career is over, but the brittle-
boned quarterback is not getting any 
younger. Although the 12-year vet-
eran seems to be in his prime and 
playing some the best football of his 
life, prior to the injury, history has 
shown that quarterbacks in their mid 
to late 30s do not age well, especially 
when they su�er serious injuries.

I’m not going to eulogize Romo, but 
since he will be out for more than half 
of the season, it’s appropriate to re�ect 
on Romo’s career and clear up some 
recent misconceptions about No. 9. 

Whenever Romo’s career ends there 
is going to be a huge debate surround-
ing just how good he was. �e stats 
by almost all accounts say that he 
was pretty damn good. But his play-
o� �ubs and injuries halt Romo from 
being considered in the same discus-
sion with the likes of Aaron Rodgers, 
Ben Roethlisberger and Eli Manning. 

Cowboy fans of late have conve-
niently forgotten about the Romo of 
old, whom they scolded, booed and 
consistently asked to be traded. �e 
Romo narrative has gone through a 
drastic change; and now he is a clutch 
quarterback who can carry a team.

�ese new assertions about Romo 
are true, but only to a certain extent. 
Any Romo supporter will torpedo 
you with his elite fourth-quarter stats, 
game-winning drives, etc. But they 
don’t mean much when the games have 
no bearing on playo� implications.

Does anyone remember those three-
straight 8-8 seasons from 2011 to 2013? 

�e coup de grâce for most Romo 
supporters are his “rock solid” playo� 
stats that rank amongst the best in NFL 
history. �is argument is the most pa-
thetic and probably the most illogical. 

Although Romo’s career playo� 
stats in six games are good, they are 
no where near great. His 2-4 record 
and two-game losing turnovers in 
2006 and 2007 show anything but 
great. But if you really want to put 
Romo’s playo� numbers in con-
text, you have to understand that 
they are slightly in�ated due to the 
Cowboys’ playo� run last season. 

You take away last season’s 

playo� run and Romo’s ca-

reer stats are subpar to decent. 

Lastly, the assertion that Romo 

can carry a team is o� base. His 

best season, which came last season, 

came at the expense of 392 rush-

ing attempts by DeMarco Murray. 

�en there is the argument that 

Romo’s numbers are better then Troy 

Aikman’s numbers, so by that fact 

he must be really good. �at would 

be true if Aikman, himself, were an 

elite quarterback, which he was not.

Aikman was more or less a game 

manager who was surrounded by a 

plethora of o�ensive talent, starting 

with Emmitt Smith and Michael Irvin. 

I know what this sounds like 

just another asshole who hates 

the Cowboys. But it’s really not—

Romo is a good quarterback who 

is on the cusp of being elite/great.

He has had the tools at his disposal 

to build a great career, and in part he 

has been dealt with a bad hand in the 

injury department. �e biggest �aw in 

Romo’s career is his timing. If he came 

around in the late ‘80s he might pos-

sibly have multiple rings on his �nger. 

But Romo’s career is not over, he still 

has time to rectify his playo� short-

comings and build on his legacy. As 

for now, the Cowboys are stuck. �ey 

are committed long term to a good 

quarterback, who is neither elite nor 

self-sustainable for a 16-game season.

�e Cowboy nation has deluded 

themselves into thinking they have 

a championship-caliber team, when 

in reality they are a fringe playo� 

team at best on a year-to-year basis. 

Speaking pessimistically, the Cow-

boys should consider the future of 

their franchise very heavily over the 

course of this season, and it starts 

with evaluating the man under center. 

Javier Cortez may be reached at theprospectordaily.

sports@gmail.com. 
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Enrollment at UTEP continues to grow

BY LUIS GONZALEZ
The Prospector

�e University of Texas at El Paso 
opened its doors in 1914 to 27 stu-
dents under the name of Texas State 
School of Mines. Over the next 100 
years, UTEP has seen its enroll-
ment �gures grow to much more 
than those original 27 students. 

It was announced last week that 
UTEP has 23,397 students enrolled 
for this school year, a 1.4 percent 
increase from last year’s 23,079 
�gure. �is makes it 17 straight 
years in which the university has 
recorded an increase in the num-
ber of students who are attending.

“It’s not so much about it being great 
for UTEP, it’s great for this communi-
ty,” said Vice President of Student Af-
fairs Gary Edens. “Raising education 
throughout El Paso has been a goal for 
many, many years. We’re really proud 
of what we’re doing here at UTEP to 
increase the number of students that 
are pursuing a college education.”

�e biggest increase recorded for 
UTEP was in the number of gradu-
ate students. A 12.8 percent in-
crease in graduate students is a great 
sign that the university is headed 
on the right track towards achiev-
ing the coveted tier-one status. 

With over 100 graduate programs, 
that include 20, soon to be 21, doctor-
al programs and 78 masters programs, 
UTEP is becoming a good option for 
students seeking education a�er their 
undergraduate career is completed.

“We have such a range of oppor-
tunities and we have very high level 
excellence with the programs that we 
have,” said Bess Sirmon-Taylor, asso-
ciate dean of the Graduate School. “We 
have world-class researchers and pro-
fessors with really strong reputations.”

Enrollment also saw a rise in 
new undergraduate students, with 
4,998 compared to last fall’s 4,840.

�ere was an increase in both local 
and out-of-town students, but with 80 
percent of the students being from the 
Paso del Norte region, making UTEP 
very much a commuter school. �at 
is exactly the goal of UTEP, according 
to Edens, and it is the focus of most, 
if not all, of its recruitment resources.

“We’re still vastly from El Paso, 
which is what we want,” Edens said. 
“We’re a regional university. We don’t 
go and recruit in Iowa and Ohio–
we want students from this region 
to come to UTEP and get a degree.”

Focusing on the schools in and 
around El Paso, UTEP uses a 
vast amount of resources to con-
tinue with the trend of increas-
ing enrollment year a�er year. 

“We do a lot,” Edens said. “We 
have a pretty robust team that uses 
technology and uses electronic me-
dia and social media to recruit and 
dialog with juniors and seniors and 
our transfer student population.”

UTEP recruiters are present in area 
high schools on a daily basis; target-
ing juniors and seniors on the impor-
tance of a college education, along 
with letting them know about the 
opportunities that the university can 
provide them. �ose types of visits 
are followed up with informational 
packets sent electronically. Last year 
UTEP emailed an information packet 
to every single junior and senior in 
every school throughout Region 19.

�e university also works with 
students in terms of �nancial aid 
and scholarships—looking to make 
their path toward a college educa-
tion much easier and smoother.

Transfer fairs at El Paso Com-
munity College and college nights 
at local high schools are other 
ways in which UTEP contin-
ues to increase its enrollment—
which is the goal from year to year.

�at is really all UTEP is con-
cerned with, seeing growth 
no matter the percentage.

Each year the target is to see a 2 to 
3 percent increase in enrollment, but 
there are many variables that impact 
enrollment. �e target is not an obses-
sion and coming in under that �gure is 
not the end of the world. Many di�er-
ent variables account for enrollment 
�gures and just to keep the numbers 
at an upward trend is good for UTEP.

“�e last few years we’ve been just 

under that (2 to 3 percent target), 

but that’s great too,” Edens said. “We 

want everybody that graduates from 

a high school to come to UTEP.”

�e magic number for next year is 

24,000 and the university is looking at 

more than just entering students. Re-

taining students who are already part 

of the student body is as important as 

being able to recruit as many fresh-

men and transfer students as possible.

Losing students to graduation, 

transferring to other colleges or 

to them dropping out directly af-

fects the total number of students 

enrolled at the university. �e less 

transfers and drop outs there are, the 

more the enrollment �gure increases 

with the incoming new students.

UTEP is making a great e�ort 

not just to bring students to cam-

pus, but also to keep them here.

“We not only look at the students 

that are brand new coming to the 

university, but we’re looking at how 

we can serve the current students that 

are here,” Edens said. “We’re working 

really hard to make sure that the re-

tention numbers are positive and they 

have been over the past few years.”

Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospectordaily.

news@gmail.com.

ANDRES MARTINEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
For the 17th consecutive year UTEP recorded an increase in overall enrollment. 

We’re really proud 
of what we’re doing 
here at UTEP to 
increase the number 
of students that are 
pursuing a college 
education.

- Gary Edens ,
Vice President of Student 

Affairs
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The football look: what the player’s unifroms are all about

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prosector

Many football fans are famil-
iar with the rules, regulations and 
plays of football, but there are few 
who know the amount of work that 
goes on outside of the playing �eld. 
Maintaining a football player’s image 
and the cost of preserving a player’s 
uniform can be quite shocking.

Nathan Garrido, graduate as-
sistant at the athletics depart-
ment, said it costs around $28,000 
to purchase new pants and jer-
seys for every player on the team. 

“We bought new uniforms this 
year, and it cost $28,000 to replace the 
pants and jerseys for the whole team. 
Although we usually buy extras and 
blanks ones just in case,” Garrido said. 

Alan Luna, a kicker for the UTEP 
football team, said when choos-
ing a uniform, most choose the one 
they are most comfortable with. 

“It’s like buying anything else, 
the sizes come in small, me-
dium and large,” Luna said. 

Luna also said there’s something 
di�erent about wearing a foot-
ball uniform compared to every-
day clothes like jeans and shirts. 

“Everything is tighter, it �ts to 
your body and is comfortable,” Luna 
said. “But personally, I like wear-
ing a uniform because it makes me 
feel di�erent than everyone else.”

 Garrido said helmets are a sepa-
rate expense, and it usually costs 
$35,000 to replace the helmets, al-
though they usually send them 
in for reconditioning instead. 

To recondition the helmets, the 
athletics department sends the 
helmets in to Riddell, a company 
that specializes in sports equip-
ment for football. �ere, they re-
spray the outside, change out the 
pads and replace the facemasks. 

“Replacing the facemasks is an ex-

tra cost and can be anywhere from 
$35 to $50 per facemask,” Garrido 
said. “Since we are a university, we re-
ceive a reduced cost, as do most high 
school and university teams, but if we 

were a random person going in, they 
would probably charge us double.”

Along with the yearly maintenance 
performed on the helmets, the man-
agers also work to preserve the uni-
forms by washing them carefully.

“We spray them down a�er games, 
and then wash and hang them out 
to dry to avoid issues with the dry-
er,” Garrido said.  “�e head man-
ager prefers we do that so none of 
them shrink. If they are torn, we 
sew them and stitch them up to 
make them useable again, but if it’s 
real bad we will replace them al-
together. But usually they’re small 
holes that don’t do much damage.”

�e coach managers will try 
to preserve the uniforms for as 
long as possible, but will replace 
them if they are not reusable. 

“We replace uniforms yearly only 
if they are damaged or torn, so 
that’s when we’ll order new ones,” 
Garrido said. “If not, we’ll use 
them as long as they are needed, 
but sometimes we have to replace 
them if they are damaged really 
badly during the game by the paint.”

Unless they are badly damaged, 
uniforms are passed down from play-
er to player once a player graduates. 

“�eir names are nameplates sewn 
onto the jerseys, so once they gradu-
ate we remove them and replace them 
with the next player’s nameplate,” 
Garrido said. “It’s like a bumper 
sticker, just to put it into perspective.”

Although the paint used on the 
�eld can damage the uniforms, Gar-

rido said they rarely have to actually 
replace the jerseys during the game. 

“I think we only had to once when 
a lineman had a small hole in his jer-
sey and someone grabbed him and 
completely ripped the shirt to where 
his chest was exposed. We had to 
run and get him a new, blank one,” 
Garrido said. “Just in case it does 
happen though, during the game 
we’ll give a player a blank one and 
then have it remade with his name.”

A football uniform consists of 
a helmet, facemask, jersey, pants 
and padded shirt to protect ribs, 
sternum and shoulders. Many of 
them like to wear tight, �tted shirts 
under their jerseys. Under their 
uniforms they also wear girdles, 
which provide them with padding 
on their hips, thighs and buttocks. 

In the past, the girdle came with-
out pads and players had slots to 
put the pads in instead. Players, 
like linebackers and running backs, 
wear other padding like kneepads to 
protect them from rough low hits. 

While components of the uniforms 
have remained consistent, there have 
been slight changes and improve-
ments made to them in recent years. 

“Over the years the uniforms have 
changed in the sense that they’ve be-
come tighter, more �tted and better 
suited for protection against rough 
plays,” Garrido said. “�ey’re thinner, 
more stretchable and more durable.”

A recent trend for the uni-
forms is to bring back helmet 
styles from di�erent decades.

“For the centennial, we brought 

back the style of the helmets from 

the ‘80s because coach Kugler played 

then,” Garrido said. “It was a big 

thing; we brought back the logos, 

and it was a good walk down mem-

ory lane, reminiscing good times.”

Brittany Huerta, junior health 

promotion major, said she was 

unfamiliar with the mainte-

nance of football uniforms.

 “I’m more of a hockey person 

than a football fan, but I didn’t real-

ize maintenance for the uniforms 

was so extraneous,” Huerta said. 

Although she was unfamiliar with 

the process, trying to preserve a jer-

sey is something she can relate to. 

“I own a hockey jersey, but I 

haven’t washed it yet because I’m 

kind of scared to.” Huerta said. 

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.

ent@gmail.com. 

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
Junior wide receiver Jaquan White runs down the �eld in UTEP’s new uniforms. 

We want our fans to 
have an enjoyable 
experience in a safe 
environment

- Jorge Vasquez 
sexecutive director of 

Special Events
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BY JOSE SOTO
The Prospector

Not many things are synonymous 
with the fall season quite like foot-
ball. Sport enthusiasts will be herding 
over to stadiums all across the na-
tion to partake in one of the biggest 
American traditions; college football. 
Whether watching it live or through 
broadcast, millions of people take 
these sporting events seriously. �is 
not only means that Saturday nights 
at the Sun Bowl at the University of 
Texas at El Paso will be exuberant 
with thousands of game goers, but 
also that local businesses will be ca-
tering to these same people as well. 

Here at UTEP, the Sun Bowl is con-
veniently located in one of the most 
thriving areas of El Paso. Whether 
grabbing a bite to eat before the 
game, or enjoying a celebratory adult 
beverage, or drinking your sorrows 
away, game attendees have an array 
of options when it comes to choosing 
where to visit before or a�er the game. 

Union Plaza, downtown El 
Paso and the Cincinnati Bar Dis-
trict are some of the few local 
hotspots where football fans can 
gallivant through on game nights. 

Geo Geske, commonly known as 
G2, is situated in the Cincinnati Bar 
District at 2701 N. Stanton St. Ar-
turo Duarte, one of the managers of 
the location, said that the business 
caters to fans with some specials. 

“We usually o�er di�erent spe-
cials during game nights,” Duarte 
said. “We like to o�er di�erent 
menu prices during the football 
season to cater to those who go to 

the games. We also extend our pa-
tio to accommodate the crowd.” 

Duarte said that although Geo 
Geskes thrives with the help of 
those attending the football games, 
it is actually the basketball season 
when the restaurant/bar cashes 
in from the UTEP community. 

“We tend to get people a�er the 
games, but it isn’t anything out-
standing,” Duarte said. “It does 
help the local scene though.”

�e recently opened TradeCra�, 
located at 3737 N. Mesa St., is one 
of the bars that are closest to the 
Sun Bowl. Robert Read, one of the 
managers of the bar, said TradeCra� 
would be o�ering di�erent spe-
cials to those attending the games. 

“We will be o�ering revolv-
ing daily specials for fans in Miner 
gear before and a�er the game,” 
Read said. “Each day will be dif-
ferent, but I believe die-hard fans 
will be satis�ed with our specials.”

Read said that that UTEP foot-
ball games equal tra�c and 
that all bars and restaurants 
in the area should take note.

“UTEP games equal UTEP traf-
�c, especially on Mesa,” Read said. 
“Tra�c is always good and hope-
fully frustrated drivers will stop 
by for a refreshment or two and 
wait for the tra�c to subside.

Read said TradeCra� will sched-
ule more employees during the foot-
ball season to cater to the crowd. 

“TradeCra� will have more em-
ployees during UTEP home games,” 
Read said. “We project to see a lot 
more foot tra�c during games due 

to the unfortunate closing of some 
bars in the Cincinnati district.”

Hoppy Monk, another busi-
ness located in close proximity to 
the Sun Bowl, is located at 4141 
N. Mesa St, and is also gearing up 
for the upcoming football crowd. 

“We de�nitely get some of those 
attending the game before and af-
terwards,” said Jesus Puga, one of 
the managers of Hoppy Monk. 

“We usually get a lot of people 
pre-gaming here at our location.” 

Puga said that although 
the game goers do hit the 
bar, it isn’t anything drastic. 

“�e increase of business isn’t any-
thing drastic, but if we do see that 
the numbers are going up, we tend to 
add on more employees,” Puga said. 

Hoppy Monk o�ers a Monk’s Pick, a 
daily beer o�ering that switches daily. 

“A lot of people tend to tailgate 
more than hitting up a bar or restau-
rant,” Puga said. “We do see a lot of 
people coming in before and a�er the 
games though. Fortunately, our ex-
perience has all been positive. We’ve 
never encountered any problems with 
those who are attending the game.” 

Jose Soto may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com.

Local hotspots get ready for football season

ANGEL ULLOA/ THE PROSPECTOR
The Hoppy Monk, located at 4141 N. Mesa St. is a convinent location to grab a drink before or after the game.  
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Miners ready for home opener against Incarnate Word

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS 
The Prospector

Two opening losses to teams from 
the power �ve conferences, Aar-
on Jones sidelined for the season, 
squeezing past rivals New Mexico 
State 50-47 in overtime – these are 
the storylines the Miners bring to the 
forefront entering the fourth week of 
college football. 

UTEP football will look to break 
.500 Saturday, Sept. 26, at their �rst 
home game of the season against 
the Incarnate Word Cardinals at Sun 
Bowl Stadium. 

Despite being the only Football 
Bowl Subdivision team who has not 
had a home game, this will be the 

ninth time since 1983 that the Miners 
have had their season opener against 
a Football Championship Subdivision 
team. UTEP has a 7-1 record when 
facing an FCS team and a 57-34-4 all-
time record in home openers. �e last 
time UTEP faced an FCS school was 
in 2011, when they defeated Stony 
Brook 31-24 in overtime. 

In the 50-47 victory over the 
NMSU Aggies, the Miners scored 50 
points for the �rst time since 2009, 
and for the �rst time under head 
coach Sean Kugler. �e squad is 9-0 
since 1999 when scoring 50 points 
or more. However, the Miners stole 
the win without running back Aaron 
Jones and without starting quarter-
back Mack Le�wich, who le� the 

game in the third quarter with a se-
vere concussion.  

�roughout the game, the Min-
ers overcame 14-point de�cits three 
times, 23-9, 30-16 and 44-30, in the 
matchup to beat the Aggies. When 
Le�wich went out of the game, home-
town Andress high school graduate 
Ryan Metz took his spot.

Metz, with four minutes in the 
game, trailing 44-30, conducted two 
touchdown drives to tie the game and 
force it into overtime. Coach Kugler 
called the comeback one of his proud-
est moments in his coaching tenure as 
the headman in El Paso. 

“�e team kept �ghting and kept 
responding, even when they were 
down 14–kind of in tough situa-

tions,” Kugler said. “�at was one 
of the most exciting games I’ve ever 
been a part of as a coach; maybe one 
of the proudest moments I’ve had 
about my team because of their resil-
iency in the game.”

On the visiting side, the 2-1 Divi-
sion II team, based in San Antonio, is 
coming o� a 20-10 win over Nicholls. 
Led by head coach Larry Kennan, an 
ex-NFL quarterback coach for the 
Los Angeles Raiders. 

Incarnate Word brings forth a 
strong defensive player in outside 
linebacker Myke Tavarres. A trans-
fer from the University of Arkansas, 
Tavarres leads the Southland Confer-
ence with 8.3 tackles per game and 
6.0 tackles for loss. In addition to be-
ing a key component of the defense, 
Tavarres is also the starting kick re-
turner for the Cardinals. 

Although Jones will be sidelined 
for the remainder of the season, the 
Miners will continue on the ground 
with Darrin Laufasa and LaQuintus 
Dowell. Laufasa scored on a 66-yard 
run against the Aggies and ended the 
night with 76 yards. 

Adding diversity to the receiving 
core, the Miners were able complete 
passes to receivers JaQuan White, Au-
trey Golden, Tyler Batson, Cole Frey-
tag and to tight ends Hayden Plinke 
and Cedrick Lang. Lang caught a six-
yard pass from Metz to win the game 
in overtime. 

With the even distribution on of-
fense, Kugler claims that his o�ense 
will be more balanced against the 
Cardinals on Saturday and through-
out the rest of the season. 

“We talked about being a running 
back, not by committee, but run-
ning back by team,” Kugler said. “I 

think (against NMSU) we accom-
plished that.”

For special teams, the Miners 
continue to improve, according to 
coach Kugler. Due to his 64-yard 
punt return for a touchdown in the 
NMSU game, JaQuan White was 
honored as Conference USA’s Spe-
cial Teams Player of the Week. Ju-
nior Jay Mattox is 9-9 in PATs and 
4-4 in field goals. Mattox is current-
ly on an 11-consectuive field goal 
streak, which dates back to Nov. 8, 
2014, against Western Kentucky. 

On the defensive end, Alvin Jones 
is coming o� his career-high per-
formance against the Aggies. In the 
overtime victory, Jones had a career-
high �ve tackles for losses, a career-
best 11 tackles and recorded a safety 
for the Miners. As of the third week, 
Jones leads the defense with 18 tack-
les, with eight solo tackles. 

Going into the game Saturday, the 
Miners will start Metz at quarter-
back, and coach Kugler was more 
than pleased with his ability to per-
form at the position.

“I can’t say enough about Ryan 
Metz,” Kugler said. “I always knew 
when he got his opportunity he was 
going to shine. What a gutsy perfor-
mance by him (against NMSU).”

Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.

sports@gmail.com 

Robertson-Harris going out on top in senior year

BY JUAN CARLOS NAVARRETE
The Prospector

He is o�en thought of as the face of 
the defense; a three-year starter and 
there’s no reason why he shouldn’t 
be. Now that the Miners are without 
Aaron Jones, Roy Robertson-Harris 
may become the new face of the team. 

For Robertson-Harris, his football 
career is something he can thank his 
stepfather for. He didn’t start play-
ing until he was 12 years old. It was 

his last year in California and it was 
the �rst of many changes that would 
come to him thanks to football. 

In high school at Grand Prairie, 
Texas, he was considered a three-star 
recruit by rivals.com. It was during 
his senior year that he realized he 
could play at the Division One level. 
He got o�ers from numerous pro-
grams, but chose UTEP for one rea-
son only–more playing time.  

“Just the small feel of it. I got calls 
from bigger schools I knew I wasn’t 

going to play,” Robertson-Harris said.  
“So I came here, knew I was going to 
play early. So far I’ve been able to do 
everything I thought I was going to 
do.” 

A decision to come to a less com-
petitive program would pay o� for 
Robertson-Harris. In his �rst season 
as a Miner, he played in 10 games, 
had a career best four-tackle game, 
and was able to record his �rst career 
sack; it doesn’t take much to see why 
fans appreciate him. 

Another big fan is his coach. Sean 
Kugler has been through the ups and 
downs with Robertson-Harris and 
knows the reason why he has been 
regarded as a top player since day one. 

“Roy has come a long way since 
we’ve been here as a coaching sta�,” 
Kugl er said. “Here’s a guy that aca-
demically was struggling o� the �eld, 
was not a great producer really, was 
close to being kicked out. He’s turned 
his life around, he’s a team captain, 
he works his tail o� every day. He’s 
earned the respect of the coaches and 
his teammates, and here’s a guy that 
took a second chance and ran with it, 
and I’m proud of him.” 

In his sophomore year, when many 
players hit a slump, Robertson-Harris 
continued to improve. He played in 
all 12 games for the Miners and even 
ranked second on defense in tackles 
for loss. 

He’s a player who has quickly 
earned the respect of his teammates. 
�is year, being his senior year, his 
teammates have designated him as 
team captain; a prestigious accolade 
he does not take lightly. 

“It means everything,” Robertson-
Harris said. “Everybody is watching–
you got the media, you got guys that 
are younger who are coming–so you 
have to preform day in and day out.” 

Robertson-Harris has seen the re-
sults of a team working hard together. 
Last year the Miners had a 7-6 record 
to lead them to their �rst bowl game 
under Kugler. It was also the �rst 

bowl game for many of these Miners, 
including Robertson-Harris. 

A tough loss against Utah State at 
the New Mexico Gildan Bowl made 
this year’s goal was clear for Robert-
son-Harris. �e Miners have not won 
in a bowl in over 40 years, and that 
is something he would like to change. 

“Conference championship, win a 
bowl game, and we’ll see where it goes 
from there.” Robertson-Harris said. 

With Jones out, Robertson-Harris 
has stepped up as the face of the pro-
gram. �is was more apparent in their 
last outing against Battle of I-10 rivals 
NMSU on Saturday, Sept. 19. Rob-
ertson- Harris had a part in leading 
the defense against what looked to be 
a runaway game for the Aggies. In a 
turn of events, the Miners got their 
�rst win of the season, and Robert-
son-Harris’s defense got the stops 
when it was needed. 

�e Miners are now 1-2 and a con-
ference championship and bowl game 
are still in their sights and a possibil-
ity for the team.  With a player like 
Robertson-Harris, there is no doubt 
that the UTEP will have as good a 
chance as any to win another �ve 
games to reach bowl eligibility. 

Juan Carlos Navarrete can be reached at the 
prospectordaily.sports@gmail.com. 

MICHAELA ROMAN/ THE PROSPECTOR
Roy Robertson-Harris led the Miners last season in tackles for loss with 9.5. 

MICHAELA ROMAN/ THE PROSPECTOR
The Miners are 57-34-4 all-time in home openers. 
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