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Support Smith-Soto
BY JAVIER CORTEZ
The Prospector

�e war against 
guns on campus has 
�nally ramped up! 

Two weeks ago, 
UTEP professor Da-
vid Smith-Soto was 
in the news for his 
hardline stance on 

guns in classrooms. News of Smith-
Soto’s opposition to the newly signed 
legislation that will allow students to 
carry concealed weapons on cam-
pus thankfully picked up traction. 

Now it seems he is on the brink of a 
UT-System-wide petition against the 
new law. About 150 professors have 
already signed a petition made by UT-
Austin faculty to outlaw guns in their 
respective classroom, and Smith-Soto 
is trying to do the same here at UTEP. 

Smith-Soto put a picture of a no 
guns allowed symbol sign outside of 
his classroom and posted two stories 
on Borderzine.com clarifying why he 
would not allow guns in his classroom.

In both stories, Smith-Soto points 
out two shootings that were car-
ried out with legally owned guns, 
by legal gun owners. Each story 
points out the obvious �aws to such 
lackadaisical gun laws in the U.S. 

“�e ‘campus carry’ gun law passed 
by the Texas State Legislature this 
year, which allows guns to be car-
ried on public university campuses 
is a travesty and a violation of our 
civil rights, a danger to my stu-
dents as they attend class and to 
me as I lecture,” Soto-Smith stated 
in his Aug. 30 post on Borderzine.

Whether or not Smith-Soto 
and his colleagues in the UT Sys-
tem’s petition come to fruition, 
it’s refreshing to see opposition 
toward this idiotic legislation. 

If you want a representation of how 
stupid some Americans are just look 
at our gun laws. �ere are people 
out there who think more legal guns 
will solve our gun-violence problem. 
Just like an alcoholic thinks more 
drinking will solve their problems. 

It’s already been established in 
studies done by the New England 
Journal of Medicine and Ameri-
can Journal of Epidemiology that 
people who have guns at home 
are at a higher risk of homicide 
then people without guns at home. 

Not to simplify the issue, but 
doesn’t it seem more logical to re-
duce the amount of people with guns 
to reduce gun violence? But Smith-
Soto’s criticism of this new legisla-
tion highlights a key factor in the 
problem with gun culture in the U.S. 

Americans are not responsible 
enough to legally own guns and the 
process for legally owning a gun is 
absurd. I will use myself for instance: 

I do not have a criminal record, I 
have no record of mental health in-
stability, and I could easily go through 
any of the steps necessary to buy a gun. 
But what if I su�ered a family trag-
edy or I was the victim of someone’s 
wrong doing against me? Who’s to 
say that my mental state would not be 
changed by the fact that I own a gun? 

To clarify, I don’t believe I would go 
on a killing spree if I was done wrong 
by someone or if I su�ered a tragedy 
within my family. But there are peo-
ple out there who go through these 
hardships all the time, and the pistol 
in the dresser, car or holster is at their 
disposal to “solve” their problems.

In short, any person with no 
criminal record or mental health 
problem can buy a gun, then even-
tually use it for the wrong rea-
sons. �ere is plenty of evidence. 

Let’s get away from this slightly an-
ecdotal argument and deal with the 
broader issue. �e second amend-
ment is a big piece of shit. If you 
are a conservative American �ag-
waving gun owner, I’m sorry I gave 
you and your bald eagle a stroke 
with that statement, but it’s true. 

�e amendment is not only anti-
quated, but it is way out of context 
for today’s society. Keep in mind 
when this amendment was written.

�ere was this thing called the 
American Revolution, it was a neces-
sity that people were armed to �ght 
the British. In fact it was a militia, 
which is a military force that is raised 
from the civil population to supple-
ment a regular army in an emergency, 
according to the Oxford Dictionary. 

Last time I checked, British Imperi-
alism ended a long time ago, and de-
spite as much fear mongering as there 
is by the mainstream media and poli-
ticians, ISIS is not driving through 
your neighborhood anytime soon. 

�e amendment is not even close 
to being representative of our time. 

�e sad thing is that all of this is 
simple logic. None of what I have said 
in the past 700 words or so is eso-
teric or incomprehensible. If you are 
a UTEP professor or student read-
ing this, then support David Smith-
Soto cause and vehemently oppose 
guns on campus here at UTEP. 

Javier Cortez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com. 



















PAGE 11

entertainment EDITOR

JOSE SOTO, 747-7477

SEPTEMBER 29, 2015

Homecoming court shows off state and school spirit at pageant

ANGEL ULLOA/ THE PROSPECTOR
This year’s 2016 Student Government Association’s Texas themed Homecoming Pageant took place at Magof�n Auditorium on Sunday, Sept. 27. 

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

Twenty-eight contestants competed 
for a spot in this year’s homecoming 
court, each displaying their school 
pride in unique ways. �e wide ar-
ray of contestants were brought to-
gether to show o� their Miner pride 
by singing, dancing and much more. 

�e Student Government Associa-
tion’s Homecoming Pageant followed 
traditional pageant roles by including 
a formal wear showcase and a round of 
questions. Organizations from around 
campus cheered on their fellow class-
mates and organization members.

With this year’s homecoming theme 
being Texas, the contestants included 
country music and two-stepping in 
their acts. From beautiful ball gowns 
to Tahitian dancing, this year’s home-
coming pageant had a lot to o�er. 

Hector Soltero, SGA executive as-
sistant and coordinator of the pag-
eant, said he thinks events like this 
one can be bene�cial for students. 

“�e pageant is a good way for 
students to see di�erent types of in-
volvement on campus,” Soltero said. 
“�is event is a good display of our 
peers who are motivated to be in-
volved and show their school spirit.”

Many students used country mu-
sic to comply with the Texas theme–
some contestants sang country songs, 

others danced. One group used their 
dancing skills to imitate a cowboy 
and horse. Contrary to the theme, 
one pair acted out a scene as the 
rapper Drake and another student 
sang his own music, a ballad about 
Miner pride. Although SGA did not 
choose the theme, Soltero said he 
believed it was suitable for the event.  

“Homecoming is a big deal in 
Texas,” Soltero said. “It was a great 
choice for the week and a way 
to incorporate a little bit of Tex-
as pride into our UTEP Pride.”

�e sub-theme of the pageant was 
Beyoncé, and many acts paid trib-
ute to the singer. �e homecoming 
pageant also featured dancing from 
the UTEP Gold Diggers and the Al-
legro Dance Team. Power 102 radio 
host and disc jockey Monica Castillo 
hosted the event. Among the judges 
were Stephanie Rivas, winner of the 
2015 Miss El Paso competition, mo-
tivational speaker Laura Price and 
Jackie Garcia, CEO of Bazaar Models. 

Ryan Saenz, junior biology ma-
jor, said he went to the pageant 
expecting to see a lot of com-
petition among the contestants. 

“�e participants needed to 
put in something really creative 
to make them stand out,” Saenz 
said. “I really like the contestant 

who cut his own music because 
it was really unique and cool.”

Samantha Owen, senior bi-
ology major, said the pag-
eant was really enjoyable. 

“I liked it because I really enjoy 
seeing the contestants and getting 
to know them better and knowing 
who they are,” Owen said. “It helped 
me choose who I liked the best.” 

Owen said she had a dif-
�cult time choosing which 
contestant was her favorite. 

“Choosing my favorite was hard 
because they were all really good,” 
Owen said. “But I’d have to choose the 
girl who danced the Tahitian dance.”

At the end, the panel of 
judges choose six contestants 
to make up this year’s court.

Edward Morales and Kawehio-
kalani Netani were voted duke 
and duchess, while Mario Amal-
Reveles and Emma Weatherly were 
chosen as prince and princess.

Manny Lopez and Sydney 
Wharton were crowned 2015’s 
Homecoming king and queen.

Manny Lopez, senior political sci-
ence major and University Demo-
crats member, displayed both his 
UTEP spirit and Texas pride with a 
country dance. He danced to songs 
like “Country Girl” by Luke Bryan 
and “Take Your Time” by Sam Hunt. 

Lopez said winning the crown has 
been an amazing experience for him. 

“Words can’t describe how 
wonderful it is,” Lopez said. 

Lopez said being crowned king 
will help him to accomplish his ca-
reer goals by helping him practice 
being on stage and gaining the con-
�dence he needs for public speaking. 

“It can help me become com-
fortable being in front of all of 
these people and putting myself 
out there,” Lopez said. “I want to 
be an attorney, and I’ll have to get 
up in front people for a case then.”

Sydney Wharton, a sophomore 
pre-pharmacy major, represented 
her organizations, Pre-Pharmacy 
Organization and National Lead-
ership Society, at the pageant. Her 
routine included singing her own 
UTEP-themed version of “Chick-
en Fried” by the Zac Brown Band, 
while a group of her friends danced 
along with her dressed as cows. 

“�is has been an awesome op-
portunity,” Wharton said. “I’ve got-
ten to meet a lot of people and can 
really show my pride in school.”

Wharton said being voted 
homecoming queen feels great. 

“I’m really thankful for my 
friends for being so great and for 
participating so much,” Whar-
ton said. “I’m just really happy.”

�e Homecoming Pageant kicked 

o� Homecoming week. �e week will 

feature other events for students, all 

leading up to the homecoming game.

“We always want to encourage stu-

dents to be involved,” Soltero said. 

“We hope that this is a good kick o� to 

the other events happening through-

out the week and that there is a good 

turn out on Saturday for the game.”

“If any students are interested 

in getting involved in something 

like the Homecoming Pageant, we 

will be hosting the talent show in 

the spring as well,” Soltero said. 

“If any students are interested 

in getting involved in something 

like the Homecoming Pageant, we 

will be hosting the talent show in 

the spring as well,” Soltero said.

For more information about oth-

er homecoming events, call 747-

5584 or visit SGA’s Facebook page. 

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.

ent@gmail.com.
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BY FERNANDA LEON
�e Prospector

UTEP’s homecoming is here and 
the campus is bursting with activ-
ity. From open houses, special break-
fasts, a 5K run, many UTEP depart-
ments and student organizations are  
preparing for the event-�lled week. 

One of this year’s many activities is 
the �oat-making party, which is held 
by the Student Engagement and Lead-
ership Center, that will take place on 
Oct. 2 at 6 p.m. at the University Tow-
ers parking lot at 1900 N. Oregon St . 

SELC will be playing music dur-
ing the event as registered student 

organizations work on their �oats, 
o�en into the early morning hours.  

“�is year’s �oat-making party 
will be similar to last (year’s),” said 
Sam Rodriguez, coordinator of 
registered student organizations. 

“�e largest change will be the ac-
tual �oats that organizations build 
to comply with the Texas theme and 

their sub themes. One new feature 
this year will be the opportunity 
for students to vote on next year’s 
homecoming theme at the party.”

Rodriguez also said the �oats that 
student organizations create are 
part of the weeklong competition 
called RSOlympics, which are di�er-
ent activities and competitions that 
student organizations at UTEP par-
ticipate in during homecoming week.

�e �oat-making party is an event 
that o�ers these organizations a 
space to create and stage their �oat. 
While doing so, the organizations 
can see their competitors’ �oats, 
which gives the event the com-
petitive nature for the RSOlympics.

Some of the student organiza-
tions that will be participating at 
this year’s �oat-making party are 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 
Medical Professions Organization, 
National Society of Leadership & 
Success, Student Advertising Fed-
eration, Kappa Delta Chi, Lamb-
da Chi Alpha, SACNAS, Col-
lege Republicans, among others.

“We, Student AdFed, are planning 
to do an awesome �oat that shows 
all the creativity and cleverness of all 
the members in the organization,” 
said Luisana De La Garza, media 
advertising major and member of 
the Student Advertising Federation.

Rodriguez said SELC’s �oat-mak-
ing party is a perfect opportunity for 
the members of the participating or-
ganizations to get to know each other.
“We decided to participate because 
we really believe that it is a very fun 
way to be engaged with UTEP and 
also it’s a way in which our members 

can get to know each other better,” 
De La Garza said.

SELC reserves the space and 
works with collaborators at the uni-
versity to get things in order for 
the party, Rodriguez said. �e stu-
dent organizations spend much 
of their time creating and com-
ing up with the ideas for their �oat.  

“We’ve inverted time in the past 
weeks with planning and develop-
ing the cleverest idea for our �oat 
because we want all of the creativ-
ity of our members to be shown 
in this activity,” De La Garza said. 
“Student AdFed is going to stand 
out thanks to the ingenuity, energy 
and motivation of that our members 
have shown during the past weeks.”

�e �oat making party has now 
been celebrated annually for more 
than nine years, allowing student or-
ganizations to socialize, compete and 
explore their creative and artistic side. 

“We hope that the UTEP com-
munity and the community in gen-
eral enjoy the �oat as much as we 
are creating it,” De La Garza said.

For more information on the 
�oat-making party, contact Ro-
driguez at (915) 747-5670. For in-
formation about the di�erent fall 
2015 homecoming events, visit 
alumni.utep.edu/homecoming. 

Fernanda Leon may be reached at  theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com

UTEP organizations get ready for the �oat-making party
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Miners ready for battled tested UTSA Roadrunners

BY JUAN CARLOS NAVARRETE
The Prospector 

With the Miners 27-17 victory 
over Incarnate Word, their record 
now stands at 2-2. �eir eyes are set 
on moving up in the standings in 
the Conference USA West division, 
which has three other teams in front 
of the Miners at 2-2. 

�is Saturday, Oct. 3, will be their 
opportunity to make a move as they 
open their conference schedule. �e 
Miners will welcome the UT San 
Antonio Road Runners (0-4) for the 
Miners’ third meeting with the Road 
Runners. 

Don’t expect the same result as last 
year when the Miners were able to 
shut out UTSA on the road. �ough 
the Miners are at home, they are play-
ing a much di�erent team, a battled-
hardened team. 

A 0-4 record does not do this team 
justice, who, according to coach Sean 
Kugler,  has the toughest schedule 
in the nation. �ey lost to two top-
25 teams and last week lost by three 
points.

“In my mind they have the hardest 
schedule in the country,” Kugler said. 
“�ey are sitting at 0-4 right now, but 
I think they are a very good football 

team.  �ey started o� with four bowl 
teams from 2014.” 

If you add a depleted Miner team, 
the Road Runners have a shot at tak-
ing one away from the Miners. UTEP 
lost their second running back in the 
win over Incarnate Word, when Dar-
rin Laufasa, who had taken the place 
of their number one running back 
Aaron Jones. With a team that is al-
ready depleted at the back, the Miners 
will become increasingly predictable 
on o�ense. 

If UTEP is forced to throw and 
is not able to establish the run, this 
would play right into UTSA’s hands. 
Although Ryan Metz has done a great 

job as the back up quarterback, he 
is still a �rst-year quarterback tran-
sitioning into an o�ense, something 
that bodes well for a defense that can 
stop the o�ense. 

“�ey have given up some yards, 
but they have played some of the best 
o�enses in the country when you talk 
about Arizona and Oklahoma State,” 
Kugler said. “�ey have gotten seven 
sacks on defense.” 

A key for the Miners will be keep-
ing the home �eld advantage. Al-
though the Miners won two in a row, 
this one will be much more compli-
cated, and momentum will have a big 
role in this game. If the Miners are 
able to get on the board �rst and keep 
UTSA o� balance, it could play well 
for the Miners. 

Home field advantage is some-
thing that coach Kugler emphasized 
as key. Another win at home and the 
Miners could do well for the rest of 
the campaign. 

“�ey are going to feed o� that our 
goal is to go undefeated at home, Ku-
gler said.  “Playing in front of our fans 
is the best feeling in the world, I love 
our fans.” 

If the Miners are able to keep the 
home �eld advantage and force UTSA 
into committing early mistakes, then 
they can take care of the win. Turn-
overs for UTSA have proved costly 
for the Road Runners and contrib-
uted to their current record. 

“Where their biggest struggle 
has been is turnovers,” Kugler said. 
“Much like ours was up until this past 
week.  Going into last week, we were 
-6.  Overall they are -8.  �ey have 
had six fumbles and four intercep-
tions and they’ve gained two fumbles 
on defense.  �at’s probably the tell-
ing story for them–with where their 
record is and where they’re at.” 

Special teams could also be a big 
boost for the Miners. �ey are ranked 
in the top 50 in the country, the only 
facet of the team that has broken into 
the top 100. �e Miners have already 
had a punt return for a touchdown 
earlier against New Mexico State, and 
they could bene�t from that facet of 
the game. 

If the Miners are able to win their 
homecoming game, they should be 
able to gain momentum for later in 
the year. Although they have not 
looked impressive in their �rst four 
games, they sit at .500 and in third 
place in Conference USA West. �e 
Miners have not dominated any game 
so far, but have been resilient and 
gotten the win when they had to. A 
win on Saturday could be the game 
to push them over the edge and carry 
them through. 

Juan Carlos Navarrete can be reached at 
theprospectordaily.sports@gmail.com.

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
The UTEP Football team opens conference play against the 0-4 UTSA Roadrunners this Saturday at the Sun Bowl. 

They are going to feed off 
that our goal is to go unde-
feated at home. Playing in 
front of our fans is the best 
feeling in the world, I love 
our fans. 

- Sean Kugler 
UTEP Football Head Coach

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
Redshirt freshman quarterback Ryan Metz has led a resurgent Miner offense in the last two weeks. 
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