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E:

B I CENTENN IAL

Thts  in te rv iew is  be ing  conducted  on  Ju ly  7 ,  1975.  The sub jec t

o f  the  in te rv iew is  Mr .  Ra lph  Mur i l lo  o f  E l  Paso,  Texas .

Mr.  Muri l lo,  where were you born?

Here  in  E l  Paso.

In  what  year ,  s i r?

1944.

Cou ld  you te l l  me someth ing  about  your  paren ts r  background?

Wel l ,  my fa ther  i s  f rom Mdx ico .  He came,  as  a  ch i ld ,  to  the

United States.  My mother was born and raised in the Ysleta area.

Could you tel l  me what part  of  M6xico your father was from?

From Zacatecas.

Do you recal l  in what year he emigrated from M6xico?

0h,  he  was very  young.  In  h is  ear ly  ch i ldhood,  th ree  or  four

years o ' l  d.

What  d id  h is  fa ther  do?

His  fa ther  d ied  very ,  very  ear ly  in  l i fe .  H is  fa ther  had

physical  problems and did not survive long so my dad never

rea ' l1y  go t  to  know h is  fa ther  a t  a l l .

What  was the  na ture  o f  your  dad 's  bus iness?

My dad was a lso  phys ica l l y  hand icapped.  He is  a  cook  by  t rade.

He has been the chef at  the Rodeway Enterpr ises approximate' ly

f,or twenty some years.

Do you come from a large or a smal l  fami ly?

F .
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0h,  re ]a t i ve ly  smal l - - four  in  the  fami ly .

How many brothers and sisters?

I  have th ree  s is te rs .  I 'm the  on ly  ma le  in  the  who le  ou t f i t .

0f what age are they?

I 'm the  youngest .  We ' re  a l ' l  separa ted  by  about  th ree  years .

What occupat ions do they have?

Wel1 ,  le t ' s  see ,  two o f  them are  housewives .  The o ther  one is  an

of f i cer  in  a  sav ings  and loan here  in  the  c i ty .

So you were  ra ised here  in  E l  Paso.  Is  tha t  r igh t?

Yes .

Could you tel l  me something about your ear ly school  years,  your

format ive years?

M: 0f course, my ear ly school  years are qui te

a t  tha t  t ime,  be ing  phys ica l l y  hand icapped,

d id  no t  a l low the  phys ica l l y  hand icapped to

So in  essence I  had no  e lementary  schoo l .

a t  home fo r  about  two years ,  t i l l  f ina l ' l y  a

together ,  began the  process  o f  f i l i ng  su i t

then opened. So the very f i rst  c lass that

f reshman h igh  schoo l .

In what year was that?

Th js  was  in  1962 .  I  was  qu i te  o1d .  I  was

when I  started school .

in te res t ing  because

the ci ty of  E1 Paso

attend publ  ic  school  s.

I  had one hour a week

group of  parents got

and the school  s were

I ever attended was

E:

M:

F .

eighteen years o1d

Did  the  c i ty  o f f i c ia ls  ever  g ive  any  reason fo r  no t  a l low ing

hand icapped ch i ld ren  in  schoo ' l s?

0h yes .  The i r  reason was tha t  phys ica l l y  hand icapped ch i ld ren

could be endangered by going to publ ic schools.  0f  course, ' i t

M:
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was a fact  of  l i fe that  i f  your parents were wel l -of f  there

were no barr iers whatsoever even i f  you were physical ly handi-

capped.  I t  was  bas ica l l y  the  upper  lower  c lass  and be low tha t

had the problems.

Could you tel l  me the exact nature of  your handicap?

I  was s t r i cken w i th  po ' l io  when I  was  th ree .  I 'm quadrap leg ic ;

I  have  po l io  in  a l l  fou r  l imbs .

But you can wal k and you do get around?

Yes.  I ' ve  been lucky  in  tha t  respec t .  I 'm ab le  to  move.

In  reca l l ing  your  years  in  schoo l ,  and,  o f  course ,  you  s ta r ted

at a rather late age, do you remember any author j ty f igures,

say ,  p r inc ipa ls  o r  teachers ,  who may o f  had an  in f luence on  you,

e i ther  pos i t i ve  o r  negat ive?

h le l l ,  I  don ' t  th ink  they  were  au thor i ty  f igures .  Bas ica l l y  I

had to grow up very fast .  I  spent the ear ly years of  my l i fe in

hosp i ta ls ,  low income hosp i ta ls  in  the  E l  Paso area ,  and,  o f

course ,  I  spent  a  lo t  o f  t ime w ' i th  o lder  men.  I  f igure  tha t  th is

is the sort  of  th ing that gave me a di f ferent at t i tude when I

went to school .  I  was total  ly  unprepared to go to school  in the

f i rs t  p1ace.  I t  was  sor t  o f  what  I  l i ke  to  re fe r  to  as  a

" gu i nea pi g project." 
-Tfrey 

chose f i ve students , and i f

the  major i t y  o f  these f i ve  were  to  fa i l ,  the  who le  th ing  was

go ing  to  fa i l .  So  to  me j t  was  a  cha l lenge,  no t  so  much fo r  me,

but certainly for  the future of  other young people.  So when I

went in at  the age of  e ighteen, I  feel  that  I  had a certain

matur i ty that  I  was able to cope with,  and I  had certain goals

E :

M:
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and determinat ion already set up before me. So there were

very few author i ty f igures in my l i fe in high school .  There were

fr iends: there was one part icular man, a Bapt ist  speech teacher.

l , r le became fr iends. He was very young at  that  t ime. I  th ink he

was about twenty-three years o1d. I  was eighteen. We communi-

ca ted  we l l .  I f  anybody in f luenced my l i fe r i t  wou ld  p robab ly  be

h imj  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  in  any  way au thor i ta t i ve ,  g iv ing  counse l  o r

any th ing  o f  tha t  na ture ,  jus t  ta lk .

E :  Where  d id  you  go  to  h igh  schoo l ,Mr .  Mur i l l o?

M:  Burges  H igh  Schoo l .

E :  Cou ld  you te l l  me someth ing  about  your  exper iences  there?

M: My exper iences were very good, total ly disproving immediately al l

of  the theor ies that  the El  Paso School  System has always had

towards  peop le  tha t  have prob lems tha t  don ' t  necessar i l y  t ie  in

to the day-to-day act iv i t ies of  a student.  There was a t remendous

feel ing that the students were not going to be able to adjust .

The students adjusted very rapidly.  Those who did not adjust

were  rea l l y  the  o lder  ins t ruc to rs .  I t  was  no t  a  s t range th ing

to  wa lk  down the  ha lJ ,  t r ip  and fa l l .  The s tudents  wou ld  no t

over reac t .  They 'd  s top  and they 'd  ask ,  "Are  you 0K?"  and they 'd

get  you up .  But  i f  you  were  to  fa l l  in  f ron t  o f  an  o lder  teacher ,

she no t  on ly  caused a  commot ion  by  screaming,  bu t  l i te ra l l y  had

a heart  at tack.  But the exper ience there was that the students

adjusted wel l .  Another th ing that was good that I  remember was

that Burges High School  had been open only a srnal l  number of

years .  I t  opened in  '69 ,  '68 ,  a round there .  And the  s tudents

from the Delta area of  the c i ty of  El  Paso. lo t  o f  Mex ican



t r .

M :

American kids were being permit ted to go to Burges, and there

was a  very  good mix tu re  o f  minor i t ies  and non-minor i t ies - -a  lo t

o f  m i l i ta ry  k ids  [a lso ] .  So  compet i t ion  was s t i f f ,  bu t  the  good

mix tu re  I  th ink  was the  cause tha t  a  lo t  o f  Mex ican Amer ican k ids

were  do ing  we l l .

You  sa id  '68 - '69 .  You  meant  ' 58 - '59 ,  d idn ' t  you?

Yes .  Tha t ' s  wha t  I  meant - - ' 58 - '59 .  Yes .

h lh i le  you were  go ing  to  schoo l ,  d id  you ever  exper ience any

d iscr im ina t ion  because o f  your  e thn ic  background?

Yes.  I  th ink  i t  was  very  obv ious ,  espec ia l l y  a t  Burges  H igh  Schoo l

The discr iminat ion was there.  There were no ef for ts made by the

teachers  to  b r ing  in  the  Mex ican Amer ican,  Ch icano or ien ted

students to the f ront of  the room. 0f  course, you know, every-

body walks in and si ts at  the back of  the room. Al l  of  the good

Ang lo  k ids  s i t  a t  the  f ron t .  To  me a  good ins t ruc to r  wou ld  have

produced some type of  mixture.  There were those instructors

tha t  d id ,  us ing  the  a lphabet  sys tem.  There  was one par t i cu la r

woman, a very author i tat ive woman with certain students,  that

would reverse the system. She'd s i t  them up in the f ront and

wou ld  devote  more  t ime to  them.  But  a l l  in  a l l ,  I  wou ld  say

85% of  the  pro fessors . . . i t  was  very  obv ious  tha t  the i r  e f fo r ts

were geared toward the Anglot the way they responded to the

quest ions ,  e tc .  Nowo I  th ink  a  lo t  o f  young k ids  a t  tha t  po in t

cou ld  see tha t  I  was  1ucky .  I  was  o lder .  I  cou ld  see i t .  There

was more discr iminat ion even toward the Black than toward the

Mex ican Amer ican ind iv idua l .  I t  was  there .  I t  was  obv ious .

How was your  Eng l ish  a t  th is  t ime?

M:



M: Well ,  my Engl ish as a f reshman was poor.  This was one of  the

reasons that I  ear l ier  stated that the inf luence of  the speecir

teacher was one of  value to me because he worked with me very,

very hard.  He would devote a lot  of  extra t ime to me in th is

area. Dur ing and af ter  school  we became fr iends. I  improved

my Eng l i sh  as  I  wen t  a1ong .

Most of  the students wi th whom you went to school  ,  who aFe of  l lExican

Oes len t . . .How wou ld  you  charac te r i ze  the i r  Eng l  i sh?

I t  was  poor .  I t  was  bas ica l l y  poor .  There  was some in f rux  o f

the Mexican American people into the Burges-Eastwood area at

that  t ime. Those students had at tended the erementary schools

in  tha t  a rea .  The i r  Eng l ish  was good.  I t  wasn ' t  someth ing  you

cou ld  b rag  about ,  bu t  i t  was  good- -be t te r  enunc ia t ion ,  e tc .  Those

who came from the elementary schools in the Del ta area or South

E l  Paso area ,  the i r  Eng ' l i sh  was jus t  poor ,  and they  s t rugg led

to  ge t  a1ong,  espec ia l l y  s ince  Burges  H igh  Schoo l  was  a t  tha t

t ime cons idered one o f  the  bes t  schoo ls  in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas .

Cur r icu lum was d i f f i cu l t  and the  teachers  were  tough.

To what  degree do  you th ink  th is  inab i l i t y  to  master  Eng l ish

h indered these k ids?

wel l ,  I  th ink  tha t  jus t  the  bas ic  inab i l i t y  to  express  themse lves

in  the  c lassroom was the  b igges t  p rob lem.  Most  o f  the  c lasses

were large. Even i f  you have an interested teacher there,  he

certainly would much rather spend his t ime exchang' ing ideas and

communica t ing  w i th  those tha t  cou ld  do  i t  eas ie r  than those who

had d i f f i cu l ty  in  t ry inq  to  express  themse lves ,  t ry ing  to  make

their  feel ings and ideas known. Most of  the t ime i t  was very

E:
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obv ious  to  me.  You had a  k id  ge t t ing  up  say ing  someth ing  and

the  teacher  say ingn  "F jnen"  and ' i t  was  d ropped .  0 f  course ,  i t

got  to the point  where he wasn' t  going to say any more because

they  weren ' t  
' l i s ten ing  

to  h im.  Now there  were  except ions .  There

were  some s tudents  tha t  rea l i zed ,  " I  may no t  be  say ing  i t  r igh t ,

bu t  I 'm go ing  to  keep ins is t ing  un t i l  they  hear  me. "  That  type

of  s tudent  d id  we l l  and eventua l ' l y  he  learned to  express  h im-

se1f ,  bu t  I  th ink  the  grea t  ma jor i t y  d id  no t .  They  gave up .

What year did you graduate f rom high schoo' l?

I  g raduated  in  1966.

Did you immediately go to the Universi ty?

Yes. I  went to the Universi ty f rom there.

in  E l  Paso?

In  E l  Paso,  yes .

What was your major?

I  ma jored  ' in  Pub l ic  Admin is t ra t ion .  0 f  course ,  they  don ' t  have

a Publ ic Administrat ion Department at  UTEP. They have i t  under

Po l  i t i ca l  Sc ience.

Did you go the ful1 four years?

Yes,  I  went  the  four  years .  Yes .

Did you not ice any part icular improvement wi th regard to the

relat ' ionship between teachers and the Mexican American students

in  the  Un ivers i ty?

Dur ing  the  four  years :  1 l€s .  When I  f i r s t  go t  the re . . . I ' 11  te l l

you an exper ience I  had. There was a young man that went to

Burges High School  wi th me. His name was Danie ' l  Ortega. However,

Daniel  Ortega came from rea11y a non-Mexican American home. His

M:



fa ther  spoke no  Span ish .  He was comple te ly  b rought  up  in  an

Anglo atmosphere, environment.  His mother was a German American.

As  I  say ,  they  spoke no  Span ish- - the i r  cu l tu re  was to ta l ]y

Ang1o. However,  Dan was dark complexioned. He had beaut i fu l

d ic t ion .  He spoke Eng l ish  we l l .  l ' r le  went  to  the  f i rs t  summer

sess jon .  We were  wr j t ing  papers  fo r  Enq l ish  c lass  and I  kep t

ge t t inq  F+ and he  kept  qe t t ing  F- .  F ina l l y  a f te r  the  th i rd

paper that  I  got  an F+, I  went up to the instructor and said,

"What ' s  the  p rob lem? You ' re  te l l i ng  me tha t  i t ' s  no t  r jgh t ,

bu t  wha t  i s  i t  tha t ' s  wrong?"  "You  know I  can ' t  rea l l y  p ick  ou t

the  th ings  tha t  a re  wrongo"  she  sa id .  Th is  i s  a  d i rec t  quo te .

She  sa ' id ,  "Span ish -speak ing  peop le  don ' t  do  we l I  i n  my  c lass . "

Wel l ,  I  go t  the  message.  I  went  down to  the  reg is t ra r  and

dropped the class immediate ' ly .  To me i t  was something that I

had exper ienced,  I  was  ab le  to  cope w i th  j t  and  I  sa id ,  " I 'm

not  qo inq  to  cu t  i t  there  bu t  I 'm go ing  to  f ind  someone e lse

I  can  cu t  i t  w i th . "  To  th is  o ther  ind iv idua l ,  Dan  0 r teqa ,

who was no more of  a Mexican than I  am an Anglo,  he was rea1ly

hur t .  He  s tuck  i t  ou t  and  he  f lunked  the  c lass ,  never  rea l i z ing

rea l l y  why .  Those k ind  o f  p rob ' lems ex is ted  a t  the  Un ivers i ty .

There were those who struck mefas if]they were trying to do

someth ing  about  i t .  A t  tha t  po in t  in  t ime they  ca l led  me and

they  sa id ,  over  the  te lephone f rom one o f  the  deans l  o f f i ces ,

someone had told them of the problem and they said,  "You're

not the only one and we're t ry ing to get someone to do some-

th ing  about  i t ,  bu t  we can ' t  do  someth inq  un less  someone is

w i l l i ng  to  speak  ou t . "  Be ing  on ly  a  f reshman and t ry ing  to

I

'l
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E:

M:

F .

M:

get my educat ion and not t ry ino to solve the problems of  the

wor ld  I  ch ickened  ou t .  Now I  req re t  do ing  i t ,  bu t  she 's  s t i l l

there .

Would you care to name her?

0h,  I  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  wor th ' i t  now because  now she 's  an  aged

woman.  She 's  no t  mov inq  very  fa r .  She 's  s t i l l  teach ing  f resh-

man Eng l  i sh  so . . .

Do you suspec t  she 's  s t i l l  hav inc t  th is  de le te r ious  e f fec t  on

Mexican American students?

I  don ' t  know.  I  th ink  tha t  i t  depends how you comprehended the

th ing .  I  th ink  a  lo t  o f  the  k ids  who I  ta lked  to  a f te rward  sa id ,

"She 's  jus t  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t . "  To  me she  wasn ' t  d i f f i cu l t  a t  a l l .

She was just  going to pass certain people and not pass others.

Tha t ' s  a l l  the re  was  to  i t .

What other c lasses d ' id you take in which you may have had a

l i ke  exper ience? 0r  d id  you have any  o thers?

Yes, there were many, many other exper iences. I  th ink the most

prominent weiein your c lasses where you had your advanced scholars

teach ing  them.  I  remember  one theory  c lass  tha t  I  took  in  Po l i t i ca l

Science. One of  the better professors at  the Universi ty was

very ,  very  obv ious  tha t . . .what  h is  a t t i tudes  were .  0 f  course ,

be inq  the  s tubborn  ind iv idua l  I ' ve  a lways  been,  I  fought  h im

and I  fouqht him hard.  I t  was very funny because the grade given

to  me was a  compromise .  I  wanted  an  A.  He sa ido  "You ' re  on ly

worth d C,"  yet  my grades on my papers were good. They were B's

and  A 's ,  bu t  i n  the  conversa t ion  he  sa id ,  " I ' l l  make  you  a

dea l .  Don ' t  ever  take  my c lass  aga in  and  I ' l l  g i ve  you  the  B , "



I4URI LLO

and I  se t t led  fo r  i t .  Bu t  the  funny  th ing  about  i t  was  tha t

I  had a very good Anglo f r iend. He went to school  and he became

president of  the Universi ty--student body president.  ln le were

close fr iends and what we did once vvas I  wrote a paper and he

wrote a paper.  I  turned in his paper under my name and he

turned in mine. 0f  course, the sty le is always there and he

got the A+ and I  got  an A-n You know, th is k ind of  th ing.  And

he would always get the A+. So i t  was obvious. And i t  went

a lonq  l i ke  thaU I 'm  sure  the re  a re  s t i l l  many  cases  there .

Is  tha t  p ro fessor  s t i l l  there?

He 's  s t i l l  t he re .

D id  any  o f  your  fe l ' l ow s tudents  ever  express  the  same op in ions

about those professors?

because they ' re  say ing , "Sour  g rapes .

he '  s  compl  a i  n i  ng  about  i  t .  "

E:  You feel  sure in your own mind that i t

your cases?

of  i t  came out  on ly  when

al  I  seems to fa l  1 apart

He got a bad gradeo so

wasn ' t  sour  g rapes  ' in

M: Not in mine. Not when you go from an F+r

you  s ta r t  mak inq  A 's .

sw i  tch  c1  asses ,  and

How is  your  Span ish ,  Mr .  Mur i l l o?

I t ' s .  . .  I  can  commun ica te  ' i n  Spans ih .

D id  you ever  take  any  Span ish  courses  a t  the  Un ivers i ty?

Yes,  I  took  Span ish  in  h igh  schoo l  !  I  took  two courses ,  the

necessary  fo re icn  language l  a t  the  Un ivers i ty ,  and tha t ' s  a l l .

Were there many Mexican Americans jn these Spanish c lasses with you?

t0

E:

M:

E:

I  th ink  they  d id .  Unfor tunate ly  a

you got a bad grade. That 's where

lo t

i t

t r .

M :

F .

M:

F .
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OhrVes.  The Un ivers i ty  d idn ' t  rea l l y  permi t  you , i f  you  were

a na t ive  speaker , to  take  Span ish  c lass  w i th  o ther  s tudents .  In

o ther  words ,  i t  was  s t r i c t l y  na t ive  speakers .

How did they do? How did Mexican Americans f 'or  the most part  do?

In  te rms o f  speak ing  and read ing ,  very  we l l .  In  te rms o f  the

grammar,  very poor ly.

Is that  t rue of  yoursel  f?

0  yes .  I  never . . . I  was  never  in te res ted  in  i t .  My in te res t  in

Span ish  was tak ing  a  c lass  and ge t t ing  th rough w i th  i t .  I  knew

I could get an easy high grade there,  which was the case, and

le f t  i t  a t  tha t .

Could you repeat for  me the years in which you went to school

a t  U .  T .  E l  Paso?

1966  th rough  '7A .

What did you do when you got out of  col lege?

Wel l ,  I  worked th rouqh co11ege.  I  worked w i th  Jer ry  Wol fe

Enterpr ises.  Then at  the end of  my freshman year,  I  got  a

rea l  good break .  I  had a  c lass  w i th  a  young man tha t  I  used

to  r ide  to  c lass  w i th .  He 'd  p ick  me up  and  I ' d  p ick  h im up ,

e tc . ;  we 'd  take  tu rns .  He  had  a  sma l l  j an i to r ia l  f i rm.  A l l

he  had were  two o f f i ce  bu i ld ings ,  a rch i tec ts ,  up  in  the  Mesa

Street area. He was a senior and I  was a f reshman and he was

go ' ing  away to  ge t  h is  law degree.  He sa id ,  "Why don ' t  you

jus t  take  these two jan i to r ia l  jobs? They ' re  easy . "  So I

d id  and I  g rew a  l i t t le .  I  ran  my own jan i to r ia l  f i rm up

unt i l  the  t ime I  jo ined the  Smal l  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion .

I  a lso worked in the evenings for Jerry Wolfe Enterpr ises.
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E: tn lhen did you io in the SBA?

M:  In  
. |970,  

r igh t  a f te r  co l lege.  I  app l jed  and here  I  lm.

E:  D id  you jo in  about  the  same t ime tha t  Fernando V j l la lobos  jo ined?

M:  No,  Fern je  came in  in  June and I  came in  in  September ,  o r  he

came in  in  May or  Apr i l - -someth ing  l i ke  tha t .

The same year,  I  mean.

Yes,  the  same year .

D id  you ever  know Hi la ry  Sandova l?

Yes ,  I  d id .

D id  you  know h im we l l?

To a certain degree; we were never of  the same mind. We fought

each other more than anyt l i inq else.

Was i t  a  po l  i t i ca l  con t ras t?

I t  was  a  po l i t i ca l  con t ras t ;  I  was  very  much o f  a  conserva t ive

or ien ted  ind iv idua l ,  _  t ype  ind iv idua l .  H is  theory  was

a very  agress ive  type  o f  th ing .

Was he  more  o f  a  l ' i bera l?

He was a  l ibera l  to  a  cer ta in  deqree.  He wasn ' t  l i bera l  in

my book.

Prec ise ly  what  do  you do  as  an  SBA o f f i cer?

I  rea l l y  wear  th ree  ha ts  here .  I 'm an  ass is tan t  loan  o f f i cer ;  I

p rocess  loans  and submi t  them to  the  ch ie f  o f  f inance fo r  f ina l

approva l .  I 'm a  Minor i ty  Enterpr ise  Representa t ive ,  wh ich  is

an  in te res t ing  pos i t ' i on .  I t ' s  an  advocacy  pos i t ion ,  t ry ' ing  to

make sure  tha t  minor i t ies  ge t  a  fa i r  shake o f  what  SBA has  to

o f fe r .  Then I 'm what  they  ca l l  a  Bus iness  Deve lopment  Spec ia ' l i s t

o r  an  Indus t r ia l  P lanner .  I  run  the  cont rac t ing  program fo r
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E:

the  Smal l  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion ,  where  vve  ob ta in  cont rac ts

[ fo r ]  manufac tur ing  serv ice ,  th is  type  o f  th ing  w i th  o ther

federal  agencieso and subcontract  the work to f i rms that are

owned by  d isadvantaged ind iv idua ls .

In your l ine of  work you have probably become fami l iar  wi th the

seats  o f  economic  power  in  th is  communi ty .  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you:  tn lho  do

you cons ider  to  be  the  mostcn  rnore  in f luent ia l  Mex ican Amer icans

in the El Paso commun'ity, with regard to economic power and

in f l  uence?

I t  depends  how one  i s  look ing  a t ' i t  because  economic  power . . . i t

depends how you use economic  power  tha t  rea l l y  makes you in f luent ia l

to a certain degree. One of  the most inf luent ia l  men that I

persona l ly  know is  A l f redo Jacques o f . . .owner  and pres ident  o f

Jacques Produce,  bas ica l l y  because the  man has  learned how

to  use  economjc  s tab j l i t y  and s t rength  to  ga in  the  th ings  tha t

he  wou ld  l i ke  to  ga in  fo r  h fmse l f  and  h is  fami l y .  He  uses

h is  economic  power  as  an  ac t ive  too l  in  po l i t i cs .  He uses

i t  as  an  ac t ive  too l  in  c iv ic  a f fa i rs  and does  h is  share  in

developing those concepts and factors which man must achieve

to say that he has done h' is part  for  the betterment of  society.

E :  Mr .  Jacques wou ld  cer ta in ly  be  one,  wou ld  you say?

M:  Yes .

E: Could you name others?

M:  Wel l ,  I  wou ld  say  the  la te  H i la ry  Sandova l  was  one o f  them,  bu t

he  d id  i t  ou t  o f  pure  po ' l i t i ca l  power .  I  th ink  there 's  a  CPA

by the name of Salazar here that has moved himsel f  into that

area .

M:
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M:

What  i s  h is  f i rs t  name?

I  th ink  i t ' s  Ray ,  Ray  Sa lazar .  He 's  deve loped a  good prac t ice

p lus  t re 's  in f luent ja l  and he 's  done j t  in  a  very  smooth  way-

He 's  in f luent ia l  in  bo th  po f  i t i ca l  par t ies .  And th is  way he 's

been ab le  to  b reak ' in to  the  qood ' la rge  accounts .  I  th ink  there 's

several  doctors jn th ' is  community that  have broken in th is way'

bu t  they  don ' t  come out  so  much in  the  l igh t .  I  th jnk  these

peop le  a re  fa r  more  in f luent ia l  than your  1oca1 po l i t i c ians

ho ld ing  o f f i ce ;because to  me i t  i s  very  obv ious  tha t  to  ho ld

po l i t i ca l  o f f i ce  you ' re  go ing  to  have to  be  very ,  very  f lex ib le .

0 f  courseo th is  may be  a  fac t  o f  l ' i fe  in  Amer ican po l i t i cs .  By

be ing  f lex ib le  you ' re  go ing  to  have  to  g ive  in  a  lo t  o f  your

pr inc ip les  and ideas  [ in  o iOer ]  to  be  g iven the  suppor t

and  push  to  ho ld  a  po ] i t i ca l  o f f i ce .  So ,  in  essencen  I  don ' t

fee l  tha t  a  lo t  o f  our  po l i t i ca l  o f f i ce  ho lders  a re  tha t

in f l  uen t ia l  .

Goinq back to the people wi th economic power and inf luence or

the  po ten t ia l  to  be  in f luent ia ln  a re  there  any  o ther  peop le

tha t  you  cons ider  p rominent  in  your  mind?

To be able to do things they want to do and to me to be able

to  deve lop  th is ,  to  be  in f luent ia l  in  the  communi ty - -you 've  go t

to understand that putt ing in the concept of  what I  interpret

to  be  in f luent ia l - - i s  no t  someone tha t  a r ises  overn igh t ,  ho lds

power for  a few years and then is forgotten. Many of  our

po l i t i c ians . . .Raymond Te l les  d id  tha t - - rose  to  power  then

co]1apsed,  ended up  ac tua l l y  work ing  fo r  another  po l i t i ca l

par ty .  To  me the  in f luent ia l  ind iv idua l  i s  the  one who 's

t r .
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inf luent ia l  year af ter  year af ter  year.  So there ane very

few o f  those.  That ' s  the  reason I  be l ieve  the  f ie ld  i s  very

j  im i ted ,  espec ia ' l1y  among Mex ican Amer icans .

In  ta ' l k ing  to  some o f  your  co l leagues,  the  op in ion  has  been

expressed tha t  loan  o f f i cers ,  bank  loan o f f i cers ,  ho ld  c ruc ia l

pos i t ions  in  the  communi ty .  The op in ion  has  fu r ther  been

expressed tha t  i t  i s  necessary , i f  the  Mex ican Amer ican is  to

advance s ign i f i can t ly ,  fo r  those pos i t ions  to  be  f i ' l 1ed  by

Mexican Americans. Do you place the same kind of  emphasis on

tha t  ?

I  don ' t  th ink  so .  I  th ink  they ' re  l im i t i ng  the  loan  o f f i ce r

to  a  pos i t ion  tha t  i s  no t  rea l l y  rea l i s t i c .  Loan o f f i cers  in

our  bank ing  communi ty  a re  on ly  too1s ,  a re  on ly  th ings  tha t

represent the phi losophy and concept of  what the owners of

the  bank ,  the  peop ' le  tha t  rea l ' l y  run  the  bank ,  a re  a l l  about .

I  donr t  th ink  tha t  we ' re  go ing  t0 . . .  You  can  ge t  the  bes t

loan o f f i cer ,  the  bes t  advocate  fo r  minor i t ies  in  the  loan

o f f i ce r  pos i t i on  and  he  "a in ' t "  go ing  to  be  wor th  much ;

he 's  no t  go ing  to  do  much un less  you ' re  ab le  to  change the  who le

concept  o f  the  bank ing  s t ruc tu re  in  th is  communi ty .  Most

of  the banks are owned by,  are control led by,  a fami ly type

of  s i tua t ion .  Unt i l  tha t  changes you ' re  no t  go ing  to  be  ab le

to  rea l l y  say  tha t  the  loan o f f i cer  i s  rea l l y  tha t  s t rongrbe-

cause loan o f f i cers  in  genera l  wou ld  l i ke  to  do  many th ings ,

bu t  they  can ' t  do  i t .  So ,  as  I  say ,  un less  you change the

upper  s t ruc tu re :  /ou  can pu t  the  rea l  f ine  ind iv idua ls  who

have a l l  the  empathy  towards  th - th jng  tha t  we ' re  ta lk ing

M .
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about rand he 's  no t  go ing  to  be  ab le  to  move because they ' re

not going to let  h im move. So, unt i l  that  top structure

changes, unt i l  that  happens you're not go' ing to be able to do

any th ing  w i th  loan o f f i cers  a t  a l l .  0nce i t  changes then,  yes .

I  th ink  the  loan o f f i cer  pos i t ion  w i l l  be  key .  There  is  a

t remendous vacuum in  the  loan o f f i cer ,  we l l ,  th roughout  the

bank ing  indus t ry ,  o f  m inor i t ies .  You have a  lo t  o f  token

guys  there ,  and tha t ' s  exac t ly  a l l  they  are .  They ' re  token

people wi th no power whatsoever,other than the fact  tnal thev have

t t r em the re  so  peop le  can  see  tha t  t he -bank  has  a  l l ex i can  A rne r i can ,

but  they  can ' t  r j o . . . the .v  jus t  can ' t  do  much .

Who do you consider to be the most prominent f igure in El  Paso

bank inq  c i rc les  who is  Mex ican Amer ican?

Wel l ,  p robab ly  in  te rms. . .one has  to  look  a t  what  we ' re  shoot ing

at .  In  te rms o f  invo lvement  in  c iv ic  a f fa i rs ,  in  te rms o f

us ' ing  h is  in f luence to  he lp  those tha t  he  can he lp '  p robab ly

Joe Herrera at  the State Nat ional  Bank. In terms of  aggresive

representat ion of  a Mexican American that is going places in

the  bank ing  bus in€SS,  tha t  i s  p robab ly  Gonza les  over  a t  the

Southwest Nat ional  Bank.

Ar t  Gonza les?

Ar t  Gonza les .

What  do  you cons ider  to  be  the  ch ie f  economic  ins t i tu t ions  in

th is  c i t y?

I  th ink  the  ch ie f  i ns t i tu t ions  in  th i s  c i t y  a re  peop le  l i ke

Fred Hervey ,  Mr .  Young- - in  tha t  sense.  You don ' t  have ins t i tu t ions

per  se ,  because the  ins t i tu t ions  are  cont ro l led  by  ind iv idua ls .
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E:  They ' re  person i f jedo  in  o ther  words?

M:  Yes-

E:  Do you th ink  the  on ly  th ing  tha t  w i l l  change th is  i s  t ime?

M:  I  th jnk  w i th  t ime  i t  w i l l  change .  See  what  happens ,  le t ' s

take an example at  the bank. There have never been enough

peop le .  I  th ink  the  E l  Paso Nat iona l  Bank  probab ly  has  the

wors t  tu rnover  in  personne l  than any  bus iness  tha t  I ' ve  ever

known. Unt i l  a group of  men get in there that are able to

te l l  Mr .  Youngror  maybe some o f  the  depos i to rs ,  and there 's

p len ty  o f  Mex ican Amer ican depos i to rs  tha t  cou ld  wa lk  in  there

and te l l  h im- -un t i l  tha t  g roup ge ts  together  and te l l s  tha t

man, "Look, t imes have changed. You need to change your

a t t i tude ;  you  need to  change your  concepts , "  i t ' s  no t  go ing  to

happen.  And I  don ' t  th ink  t ime is  go ing  to  do  i t  because h is

fami ly  i s  go ing  to  car ry  on  th is  ph i losophy.  You can ' t

real ly blame them. I f  nobody is ever bucking them, why rock

the  boa t  (pu t t ing  ourse lves  in  the i r  pos i t i on )?  They 've

been success fu l .  They 've  had economic ,  po l i t i ca l  and soc ia l

power,  and nobody's ever bucked them. Why change things iust

because someone or some kind of  new theory says so? Yourre not

go ing  to  change un t i l  there  is  soc ia l  p ressure  fo r  change.

Do you foresee this social  pressure as coming about?

Yes,  bu t  I  th ink  i t ' s  coming very  s low.  You know,  I ' ve  thought

a  lo t  abou t  th i s ,  espec ia l l y  now tha t  I 'm  ac t i ve ly  invo lved  in

LULAC. Sometimes I  feel  that  we missed the boat in the r60s.

l , le  shou ld  have been ou t  in  the  s t ree ts  burn ing  w i th  the  B lacks .

I  th ink  th ings  wou ' ld  have changed because one o f  the  th ings
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tha t  I  see  jn  th ' i s  pos i t ion  tha t  I 'm jn  and as  I  t rave l ,  and I

do  t rave l  in  my pos i t ion ,  i s  tha t  the  B lacks  have made j t .

t ' lhether they're academical ly prepared or not,  they are holding

the top posi t ions throughout government,  industry,  etc.  The

Mex ican Amer ican isn ' t .  We 've  missed the  boat  someplace.  Now,

I  th ink,  as I  ta lk to more people,  I  f ind that  there is some

lean ing  towa idq-n lde 've  go t  to  have a  un i f ied  rad ica l  change

now."  Unt i l  we 've  go t  enough peop ' le  lean ing  tha t  way , then

I  th ink  th ings  w i l l  change.  I  th ink  those tha t  con t ro l  the

ba lance o f  soc ie ty  rea l i ze  th is .  But  they ' re  no t  go ing  to

g ive  in  un t i l  we demand i t .  Bu t  they ' re  no t  go ing  to  g ive  in

w i th  on ' l y  a  handfu l  o f  peop le  demand ing ;  i t ' s  go t  to  be  the

numbers.

E: Do you think the interests of  the Blacks are pret ty much inter-

twined with the interest  of  the Mexican American and other

minor i ty  g roups?

M:  I  th ink  so .  I  th jnk  a l l  m jnor i ty  g roups  want  to  have a  chunk

of  the  p ie ,  you  know,  o f  the  th ings  tha t  th is  count ry  has  to

o f fe r  an  ind iv idua l ,  a  c i t i zen :  the  r igh t  o f  " l ' i f e ,  l i be r ty

and the pursui t  of  happiness" whatever i t  may be for di f ferent

ind iv idua ls .  I t  eventua l l y  comes down to  economics .  Every -

body wants to achieve that status in society where you can have

the  th ings  you want .  But  I  th ink  the  d i f fe rence is  tha t  the

Blacks are gett ing there very rapidly.  They have learned to

he' lp each other and once they have made i t  they have learned

to  keep tha t  power fu l  pos i t ion ,  un t i l  a l l  the i r  peop le  have

made i t .  I  th ink  the  B lacks  have become jus t  as  se l f i sh  as  the

'18
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Ang lo  has ,  once theyrve  made i t .  Maybe i t ' s  good,  maybe i t ' s

no t ;  I  don ' t  know.

Do you th ink  th is  i s  human nature?

Yes.  I  th ink  i t  i s  human nature .

Do you th ink  the  Mex ican Amer ican w i l l  be  l i ke  tha t ,  too?

I th ink the Mexjcan American wi l l  probably get that  r . , ray once he

learns to get to the top as a group. Our problem is that  as

an ind iv idua l  we ' re  a l ready  tha t  way .  Ind iv idua ls  ge t  to  the

top and they forget to look back. 0f  course, the people at

the bottom have not learned to push an indiv idual  fur ther

up  w i th  the  unders tand ing  tha t  when he  ge ts  to  the  top  hers

go ing  to  pu l l  a  few o f  them up.  A l l  we ' re  do ing  now is  pu ' l ' l i ng

the guy that 's at  the top down. The easiest  way for any Chicanoo a

Mexican American, whatever you want to cal l  h im, to become

very unpopular is to t ry to get some kind of  success at  the top

and you '11  see how fas t ,  how unpopu lar  he  can become among

h is  own peop le .

You ment ioned the  po in t  a  l i t t le  wh i le  ago tha t  perhaps  the

Blacks who have ascended to top posi t ions may or may not have

the academic qual ' i f icat ions or whatever qual i f icat ions may be

requ i red .  What  k ind  o f  emphas is  do  you p lace  on  qua l i f i ca t ions?

For instance, let 's  say that a Mexican American were to be

offered a certain job or that  the Mexican Americans as a group

lobb ied  fo r  tha t  job  and i t rs  ra ther  obv ious  tha t  the  cand ida te

does no t  have the  qua l i ' f i ca t ions  necessary .  Wou ld  you s t i l l

see  the  end as  jus t i f y ing  the  means?

No.  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  tha t  i nd iv ' i dua l  shou ld  be  pu t  in  a

pos i t i on  tha t  he 's  no t  qua l i f i ed  fo r .  I  th ink  tha t  i f  the

E:
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i nd iv idua l  i s  in  a  pos i t ion  tha t  he  can be  t ra ined fas t

enough to  do  the  job ,  f ine ,  g ive  h im a  c rack  a t  i t .  I  th ink

that there is one tremendous misconcept ion and unfortunately

many, many Mex' ican Americans hold th is.  Mexican Americans at

h ' igh  1eve1 pos i t ions  ho ld  the  a t t i tude  tha t  our  peop le  a re  no t

prepared to  ho ld  h igh  execut ive  pos ' i t ions .  I  hear  i t  so  o f ten

said,  "Wel l ,  werve never had the opportuni ty,  therefore we

don ' t  have the  t ra ined peop le . "  Yet  I  d isagree very  much w i th

this concept.  Most of  the peop' le that  are saying this are

peop le  tha t  have reached a  cer ta in  pos i t ion ,  p rominent  iob

s ta tus  in  pay ,  in  those areas  o f  be ing  recogn ized as  be ing

a leader .  I  th ink  they ' re  say ing  tha t  ou t  o f  the  b igges t

fau l t  our  peop le 's  a t t i tudes  have c rea ted f  t f ra t  i s ,  they ' re

a f ra id  o f  say ing ,  "Yes ,  we have so  many qua l i f ied  tha t  one is

go ing  to  come and rep lace  me. "  Persona l ly ,  I  th ink  tha t  i f

you  look  around you ' re  go ing  to  f ind  some outs tand ing ly  qua l i f ied

ind iv idua ls .  Le t ' s  take  some examples .  In  a  pos i t i on  in

government  they  say ,  "Wel l ,  the  guy  has  never  had t ra in ing .

There are not enough trained Mexican Americans to hold a

pos i t ion . "  Yet  you  look  a t  a  corpora t ion .  You can wa lk  in to

the Popu' lar  today and some of their  quiet ,  second- in-command

peop le ,  peop ' le  tha t  a re  in  the  pos i t ion  day- to -day  mak ing

dec is ions ,  po l i cy ,  bu t  tha t  don ' t  have the  t i t le .  Cef ta inU they  are

wel l  exper ienced to move into the top spotf  ihey just  don' t

do i t  because the corporat ion is held by a fami ly.  You can go

to  most  
' la rge  

indus t r ies :  Texaco,  S tandard  0 i l ,  Asarco- -

you have some outstanding Mexican Americans that have been there
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for  years.  They just  don' t  make i t  because they are not

given the opportuni ty to move to the top. To me, in order

to  have the  qua ' l i f i ca t ions  to  ho ld  the  pos i t ion  does  no t  mean

thatoi f  you're going to become an execut ive or a branch of f icer

in an execut ive posi t ionrVou have to have been in the same

pos i t ion  w i th  the  same t i t le  e lsewhere .  Because exper ience '

techniques, abi l i ty  to use your tools to get the job done and

do  j t  r i gh t r i s  rea l l y  wha t  coun ts  and  no t  t i t l es .  Th is  i s

where  I  th ink  our  peop le  a re  be ing  he ld  back .  I t ' s  someth ing

tha t  they ' re  very  s incere  about . . .when they  say  our  peop le . . .

tha t  there  aren ' t  enough t ra ined Mex ican Amer icans .  I  don ' t

know how you are going to overcome i t  except that  you' ie $oing to

have to  go  ou t  to  the  pub l ic .  I  go  ou t  to  the  pub l ic  qu i te

of ten and say these things and have them look around. There

are  many qua l i f ied  Mex ican Amer icans .  I f  one ius t  s tops  to

th ink  there  is  a  heck  o f  a  lo t  o f  them ready  to  move ' in to

pos i t ions  o f  management ,  dec is ion  mak ' ing .  They 've  go t  the

exper ience--as much exper ience as anybody e' lse.

E: 0f  courseo there are some act iv ists who would say that perhaps

Mexican Americans don' t  need near ly the exper ience that you

wou ld  have them have.  In  o ther  words ,  they  are  speak ing ' in  a

reparat ion f rame of  mind. They are saying that Chicanos have

been held down since 
. |848 

or whenevero and that Anglo Americans

have eaten of  the f ru i ts of  their  fathers '  s ins and have enioyed

them and are cont inuing to enioy them. Therefore,  the Mexican

American shouldn' t  be forced to go through that r ise to the top-rung

by rung exper ience. What would your answer be to that?
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As a  d is t r i c t  d i rec to r  o f  LULAC I  run  in to  th is  very  o f ten .

There is no way in the wor ld that  you can convince those that

have the  a t t i tude  tha t  i t ' s  no t  p roper .  I  l i ke  to  approach in

this way: You know the country of fers a system that is '  indeed,

successful .  There are certain rules that  you have to learn

and you have to comp' ly wi th before you yoursel f  can be success-

fu l .  I  th ink  what  our  peop le  need to  do  is :  number  one,  learn

the rules and play by the same rules the Anglo has used to

ach ieve  prominence.  I 'm jus t  say ing  tha t  our  peop le  cannot

force those that have not had any type of  exper ience on society,

because then everybody is  go ing  to  be  hur t ing .  Uhat  I  am say ing

is that  we have already a cadre of  indiv idua' ls prepared to be

ab le  to  move in to  these pos i t ions .  But  in  o rder  to  f ind  them,

to  conv ince  them to  move in to  those pos i t ionsn i t ' s  go ing  to

take pret ty much of  a compl-ete. . .what is the term that I  want

to  use  w i thout  hur t ing  the  who le  th ing  here . . . fo r  a  lack  o f  a

better term, welre going to have to educate ourselves that

sacr i f ices are going to have to be made. He's going to have

to r isk secur i ty of  being in the same posi t ion for  many years

to be able to move to another job where he can help others to

move to the top. Unless you do use your better indiv iduals to

push them up, you yoursel f  are not going to be able to get to

the  top .  Because when a  qua l i f ied  Mex ican Amer ican or  Ch icano,

or whatever you want to cal l  h im, gets to the top and he in turn

can br ing somebody up that does not have as much exper ience,

teach h im and gu ide  h im so  tha t  eventua l l y  he  can learn  by

be ing  pu t  in  a  pos i t ion  and be ing  gu ided by  someone who knows ' ,

eventua l l y  he '11  be  prepared a lso  and you pass  i t  on  down.
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E: You seem to have given these matters m$ch thought- You

art iculate your answers very wel l  and very rapidly.  I  would

l i ke  to  ask  you:  When d id  you f i rs t  beg in  to  be  po . l i t i c ' i zed

as regards,  for  instance, the LULAC? When did you begin to

get ' interested in the Mexican American?

M: I  began to get interested in the Mexjcan American very young.

I  never  in  my mind un t i l  th js  day . . .you  know,  everybody has

the i r  own par t i cu la r  th ing  they  hang on  to .  I  s t i l l  '  even

though I ' ve  been very  lucky  and I ' ve  been ab le  to  ca tch  up  to

a certain degree in my educat jon,  I 'm very resentful  as to

the fact  that  I  was not able to go to an elementary school

and f rom there  on  I  began ques t ion ing .  A  lo t  o f  the  educat ion

that I  gained was by mysel f .  The thing that bothered me more

was tha t  i t  wasn ' t  as  much as  the  Ang lo  hand icapped ind iv idua l

tha t  was  be ing  kept  back ;  i t  was  the  minor i t ies .  I t  bo thered

me and I  ques t ioned i t .  I  began ques t ion ing  every th ing  a t  a

very  ear ly  age.  I f  we have po l i t i ca l  power ,  wh ich  we de f in i te ' l y

should have, we are a one party state,  wi th the major i ty of

the  vo tes  be ing  o f  one minor i ty ,  why  the  he l l  fo r  the  las t

100 years haven' t  we made a move anyplace? You know, we could

of easi ly turned to the other party and condemned them as wel l .

Why the hel l  haven' t  they made a move to get these people

somep lace?  I  th ink  bas ica l l y  wha t  i t  i so  i t  i s  s t r i c t ' l y  a

soc ia l  p rob lem o f  the  Ang lo  keep ing  us  down as  long as  we permi t

them to .  I  th ink  i t  came a t  a  very  ear ly  age.

What  do  you th ing  o f  the  word  "Ch icano"?

I  don ' t  m ind  i t ;  I  use  i t .  I t ' s  a  too l .  As  I  say ,  one  has  to

learn  to  use  too ls  in  o rder  to  surv ive  in  th is  soc ie ty .  I t

E :
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doesn ' t  bo ther  me whatsoever .  I ' ve  used i t  in  speak ing  and

communicat ing wi th the other ch' icanos. I 've found i t  very

useful  in communicat ing wi th the chamber of  commerce crowd.

They don' t  seem to comprehend the Mexican American as an ent i ty

that has needs and requirements,  but  they do understand the

word  "ch icano. "  I  don ' t  know what  k ind  o f  con tex t  they  g ive  i t ,

but  they understand i t  and you can get their  at tent ion by saying

i t .  I  do not condemn the chicano Movement and the Revolut ion

a t  a l l .  I  th ink  i t ' s  needed .  I  th ink  i t ' s  a  ve ry  v i ta ' l  pa r t

o f  our  overa l l  movement .  I  th ink  i f  we cou ld  jus t  learn  to  work

together . . .  I  th ink  tha t  a  lo t  o f  the  Mex ican Amer icans  wou ld

agree with me. we need i t .  I  th ink many Mexican Americans in

h igh  pos i t ions  sor t  o f  f ind  some k ind  o f  joy fu l  s t reak  in  the i r

thoughts when they read about a chicano Movement and this k ind

of th ing because they are saying, , 'Damn i tn straighten up or

th is  i s  what  i s  go ing  to  happen. "  un for tunate ly  what  persona l ly

bothers me more is that  a lot  of  these chicano advocates are

doing a hel l  of  a lot  of  good for our people.  The very fact

tha t  what  they  do  is  hav ing  an  in f luence,  bu t  I  th ink  the i r  l i ves

a l l  in  a l l  a re  be ing  hur t  by  i t .  I  th ink  what  wou ld  be  idea l  i s

for  everybody to take a turn being Chicano, and then go back

and ge t  in to  the  mains t ream.  But  we ' re  hur t ing  a  1o t  o f  good

young thought by just  let t ing them be the chicano al l  the t ime.

You have to  sacr i f i ce  yourse l f .

Th is  i s  t rue ;  you  have to  do  tha t .  0 f  course ,  many o f  us . . .

I  ask  myse l f ,  "Why don ' t  I  sacr i f i ce?"  you know,  you do  your

own th ing  bu t  no t  the  rea l  sacr i f i ce .  They ' re  mak ing  i t .
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E: In ta lk ing to a prominent Mexican American here jn El  Paso, he

made the comment that the Mexican American has always had a

language problern pr imari ly,  but  that  he has never had a color

prob lem.  In  o ther  words ,  tha t  the  Ang lo  has  never  rea l l y  d is -

cr iminated because of  color but rather because of  language.

What do you think about that  statement?

I  th ink  the  language is  a  p rob lem tha t  de f ih i te ly  has  h indered

our growth.  I  don' t  th ink that  i t  is  nei ther so much language

or  co lo r - - i t ' s  the  name.  I  th ink  tha t  i s  what  i t  a l l  comes down

to.  0therwise I  th ' ink you'd see a lot  more Mexican Americans

or Chicanos in the government roles,  or  in the high corporat ion

ro lesn  because when they  ge t  the  l i s t  o f  names. . . tha t ' s  where

a lot  of  i t  comes from.

What  i s  there  in  names tha t  e l i c i t s  th is  d isc r im ina tory  fee ' l ing?

h le l  I ,  I  th ink  bas ica l l y  i t ' s  the  o ld  I ^ IASP concept  tha t  the  Mex ican

Amer ican  i s  a  second  c lass  c i t i zen .  He 's  1azy .  I t ' s  j us t  no t

the type of  indiv idual  that  you would want to hang around.

You wou ld  say  tha t  i t ' s  no t  because o f  
' l anguage.  

I t ' s  no t  because

of  co lo r .  I t ' s  ra ther  because o f  p reconcept ions  tha t  the  Ang los

have of  the inef f ic iency of  Mexican Americans.

Yes, that  has a lot  to do with i t .  The reason I  d isagree with

the  language par t  i s  because,  I ' l l  g ive  you one example .  I

was once at  the Ci ty Counci l  meet ing and a Mexican woman got up

to speak and her Engl ish was just  atrocious. I t  was bad. t lhen

she got through speaking you could see everybody smi ' l ing as she

mispronounced the words and this k ind of  th ing.  You could immediate ' ly

sense i t .  Everyone was g igg l ing  ins ide  themse lves : - typ ica l

"Mexicano,"  typical  Mexican try ing to get up and say something

M:
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in  the  language he  doesn ' t  even cont ro l .  Ye t  a t  the  same

meet ing . . .and the  woman sa t  downn you know,  w i thout  much o f

a react ion and she said some darn good things. At the very same

meet ing.. .and as she sat down there was a German lady there

who knew what the woman wanted to say and she got up and said

i t  a lmost  in  the  ident ica l  words  o f  the  lousy  Eng l ish ,  te r r ib le

enunc ia t ion ,  te r r ib le  accent .  She go t  app lauded.  I t  wasn ' t  the

fact  that  the Eng' l ish was bad. The fact  was that one was a

Mex ican and the  o ther  wasn ' t .  She was c loser  to  what  we ca l l

the  Ang lo  soc ie ty .

What do you think about the GI Forum?

I th ink the Forum could be an instrumental  group. Unfortunate' ly

they  are  dominated  by  jus t  one or  two ind iv idua ls .  They ' re  a

paper  o rgan iza t ion .  I t ' s  rea l  sad  to  say  tha t  because I  thought

tha t  the  Forum cou ld  p lay  an  impor tan t  ro le rbu t  they  b lew i t  l i ke

a  lo t  o f  o ther  o rgan iza t ions  have.  They  jus t  d idn ' t  ge t  in

l i ne ,  i n  t ime .

What do you thing of  MECHA at UTEP?

I  th ink  MECHA a t  UTEP is  good and i t ' s  bad.  I  th ink  they  a l ienate

a  lo t  more  peop le  than  they  need  to . . .aga in  th i s  i s  a  l i t t l e

nuclei control that they feel they must have in order to

be ab le  to  accompl ish  the i r  ob jec t ives .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  what

hur ts  th is  type  o f  o rgan iza t ion .  Buto  aga in ,  I  th ink  tha t  a t

th is  t ime and a t  th is  age MECHA is  p lay ing  a  very  v i ta l  ro le

towards the advancement of the Mexican American.

What do you think of  the Raza Unida Party?

I  th ink the Raza Unida Party is not a ser ious threat to the

po l i t i ca l  s t ruc tu re  o f  our  count ry  a t  a l l .  Bu t  I  th ink  tha t
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they do have a tremendous message that they are bringing to

everybody--at  least  to the Mexican American, especial ly in

th is  s ta te .  I  don ' t  th ink  the  Raza Un ida  par ty  i s  go ing  to  make

i t  anywhere else,  especial ly in th is state where we are a one

party state, where the Mexican American has been dominated by

that one party-- taken for granted before the elect ion,  forgotten

af te r  the  e lec t ion .  They ' re  t ry ing  to  te l l  them,  "Look , fo r

the last  100 years you have been vot ing for  the same guys. you

haven ' t  go t ten  any  p lace .  Don ' t  you  th ink  i t ' s  t ime tha t  you

s tar t  go ing  somewhere  e lse?"  0 f  course ,  I  don, t  th ink  the

Mexican American is going to move unt i l  the Republ ican party

o f fe rs  someth ing  e lse .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  the  message tha t  th is

third party movement is br inging to the people.  Recent ly in an

a i rp lane I  heard  someth ing .  An Ang lo  sa id  someth ing  tha t  I

thought was qui te funny; [yet ]  i t  was sad to a large degree.

I  was f ly ing f rom Dal las to El  Paso. They were kidding about

the Watergate deal  and the tapes and this k ind of  th ing.  Then

the guy says: "Wel l ,  you know everybody has their  own pet peeve.

The Republ ican Party has their  tapes and the Democrats have

the i r  Mex icans . "  Sad,  very  sad,  bu t  un for tunate ly  i t ' s  the  t ru th .

What do you think of  LULAC?

I th ink LULAC has done good in the area of  educat ion.  I  th ink

i t  has  changed rad ica l l y  in  the  las t  th ree  or  four  years .  I

th ink  i t ' s  mov ing  more  and more  in to  the  area  o f  c iv i l  r igh ts .

I  would not even hesi tate to say that in the next ten years

LULAC is going to be a very act ive part  of  a pol i t ical  movement

fn  the  s ta te  o f  Texas .  A l l  i n  a l l  i t ' s  go t  the  numbers .  A l l

in  a l l  i t ' s  go t  the  f inanc ia l  s t rength .
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How many LULAC members are there in El Paso?

In El  Paso, act ive members,  they amount to 475. I f  you take

the  ros ters  o f  the  counc i l s  i t  amounts  to  about  
. | ,700 .

How many counci I s are there?

There  are  e igh t  counc i l s  in  th is  d is t r i c t .

What  i s  your  pos i t ion  in  counc i l  n0mber  e igh t?

I  don ' t  ho ld  any  pos i t i on  a t  a l l  i n  counc i l  e igh t .  I  am the

Dis t r i c t  D i rec to r  in  charge  o f  a l l  the  counc j l s .

What do you perceive to be the main funct ion of  LULAC in the El

Paso community?

I  th ink the main funct ion of  LULAC has been try ing to get

f inanc ia l  a id  to  Mex ican Amer icans  tha t  cannot  ob ta in  scho la rsh ips ,

that  is,  your C+ and your B student.  I t 's  good work and th ' is

has been the thrust  of  LULAC for many years.  Plus i t  has been

a quiet  advocate.  I t  has been the type of  advocate that  accompl ishes

things but does not take bows for i t .  They do i t  and get i t

over  w i th  and leave i t  a t  tha t ,  rea l i z ing  tha t  in  t ry ing  to

he lp  an  ind iv idua l  o r  c rea te  a  cer ta in  reac t ion  to  a  cer ta in

matter we get a lot  of  help f rom non-minor i t ies.  I f  we start

pub l i c i z ing  a  lo t  o f  th i s ,  i t ' s  go ing  to  make  more  enemies  than

fr iends. The object ive at  that  t ime is what is important and

as  long  as  we  accompl i sh  i t ,  i t ' s  good ,  I  th ink  LULAC is

steadi ly,  in th is community,  moving more and more toward becoming

the true advocate of the Mexican American. l,. le spend more and

more  o f  our  t ime f igh t ing  to  ge t  Mex ican Amer icans  in  h igh  pos i -

t ions.  We spend more and more of  our t ime gett ing those services

tha t  a re  supposed to  be  f ree  to  poor ,  d isadvantaged ind iv idua ls .
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We are going to f ind ourselves more and more in that  area. We're

f ind ing  ourse lves  f igh t ing  fo r  peop le ,  us ing  every  poss ib re  toor

that we can get our hands on to f ight  for  people.  I  th ink

eventda l l y  LULAC,  un less  someth ing  dras t ic  happens,  i s  go ing  to

become the civ i l  r ights tool  of  the Mexican American.

I  not iced a few months ago one of  the counci ls honored a local

Anglo American at torr€.y,  d long with two other people I  bel ieve,

for services that he had rendered to LULAC. I 'd l ike to know

how many Anglo Americans in th is cornmunity feel  that  LULAC is

per fo rming  a  good job ,  a  pos i t i ve  job .  What  k ind  o f  suppor t

do you have in the Anglo American connnuni ty?

I think we have some good support from the Anglo American community.

But  I  th fnk  tha t  suppor t  i s  go ing  to  dwind le .  A l though we have

a lot  of  people that  are sympathetfc to our cause, in the past

i t ' s  been suppor t  in  te rms o f  p ro jec ts ,  in  te rms o f  do l la rs  and

cents :  the i r  buy ing  ads  f rom us ,  the i r  buy ing  ra f f le  t i cke ts

from us,their  donat ing to our case. But they look at  LULAC

as a  conserva t ive  es tab l i shment  o rgan iza t ion ,  represent ing  the

establ ished Mexican American. But as the organizat ion has be-

come more  and more  o f  an  advocate . . . I ' 11  g ive  you an  example .

The super in tendent  o f  schoo ls ,  Mr .  Whi taker ,  has  probab ly

been one of  the champions of  LULAC, but he is probably one of

our worst  cr i t ics now simp' ly because we were af ter  something we

fe l t  he  was no t  do ing  r igh t .  We fought  h im on i t .  And the

thing is,  the more we do this,  the more they are going to be-

come cr i t ics of  us.  Sure,  they're going to be al ienated. l , . le are

stepping on ground that they feel  that  should not be stepped on.

M:
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And they fel t  that  they had contr ibuted and bought us of f .  One

of  the- lead ing  u t i l i t y  compan ies ,  we cauqht  them wi th  the i r  hands

down, in an awful way. }, le came to see them, the national

president came to see them with our attorneys. tfrey said, "You

know, we are aware of  the s i tuat ion and we're going to do some-

thing about i t . "  Our nat iona' l  president gave them two weeks.

Wel l ,  by  the  t ime he  go t  on  the  p lane and ar r i ved  a t  h is  o f f i ce

in Phoenix,  there was a pledge there by the ut i l i ty  company for

$ '100,000 to  the  organ ' i za t ion .  Th is  i s  the  k ind  o f  th ing  tha t

has been happening in the past.  The di f ference today is that

we took some money--as we always have--but we f i led sui t  any-

way. I  te l l  you, th is makes enemies for you, once you start

ques t ion ing  th ings .  I  th ink  LULAC is  mov ing  more  in  tha t  a rea .

You are  go ing  to  see i t  h igh ly  c r i t i c i zed .

E: Do you think that  LULAC-wj l l  
-evei  

go the route of  the NAACP

in  th is  respec t - - in  h i r ing  some o f  the  na t ion 's  bes t  known

civ i l  l ibertar ian lawyers to put the cases before the United

States Supreme Court  and such things?

M:  Yes ,  I  wou ld  venture  to  say  tha t  i t ' s  go ing  to  take  us  ten  more

years .  I t ' s  go ing  to  take  us  tha t  because we ' re  go ing  to  have

to get r id of  a lot  of  the older members whose total  concept

of  LULAC is not one of  c iv ' i l  r ights.  Again,  Jou have to under-

stand their  posi t ion.  They are people of  prominence in the

communi ty ,  peop le  o f  wea l th .  They 've  made i t  by  be ing  pac i f i s ts ,

qu ie t  and no t  rock ing  the  boat .  You can ' t  b lame them.  Why

rock the boat now? So unt i l  we get r id of  a lot  of  that  type

of  ind iv idua l  we aren ' t  go ing  to  be  ab le  to  move in  tha t  a rea .
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But I  th ink we are fast  heading that way. We are moving to

an area where equal employment opportunity cornmittees are being

formed and we're going af ter  them. We're going to a lot  of  at torneys

and ask ing  fo r  the i r  he lp ,  The good th ing  about  i t  i s  tha t

most young at torneys, whether they are minor i t ies or not,  are

w j l l i ng  to  he lp i  they  do  he1p .

I 'd  l i ke  to  go ' in to  the  f ina l  phase o f  th is  in te rv iew.  Now,

you real ize that  the Uni ted States is in the process of  cele-

brat ing i ts two hundredth bir thday as a nat ion.  There is a

Bicentennial  Commission set up in th is town. There are also

fes t iv i t ies  p lanned.  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  ask  you:  As  a  Mex ican

Amer ican l i v ing  in  E l  Paso,  Texas ,  in  1975,  how do you re la te

to the ent i re concept of  the American Bicentennial?

I  th ink  the  en t i re  concept  o f  the  Amer ican B icentenn ia l  i s  jus t

exce l len t .  I  th ink  the  mode o f  opera t ion ,  wh ich  is  be ing  used

to camy out that  concept st inks.  Out of  the overal l  Commit tee

which  runs  the  B icentenn ia l  in  E l  Paso,  i t  has  one Mex ican

American, y€t  our populat ion is 58%. I  have no beef wi th the

concept  a t  a l l .  The count ry  has  been good.  I t ' s  been good to

a  lo t  o f  our  peop ' le .  I t ' s  s t i l l  go ing  to  be  good to  a  lo t  o f

our  ch i ld ren .  I  wou ldn ' t  want  my ch i ld  to  g row up anywhere

e lse .  That  I  have no  gr ipes  w i th .  I  th ink  there  is  someth ing

that should be recorded and should be read because we are

try ing to get a message to the Anglo *nst i tut ions which they are

not gett ing.  One of  the LULAC counci ls has a project  which I

th ink  i s  jus t  ou ts tand ing .  The i r  B icentenn ia l  p ro jec t  i s  to

bu i ld  a  s ta tue  o f  Ben i to  Ju f , rez .  A  to t  o f  peop le  a re  say ing ,

"By God, why not Abraham Lincoln or George Washington?" I 'm

s i t t ing  there  look ing  a t  these peop le  tha t  a re  look ing  a t  th is

M:



32

E:

M:

and missing the message. [ , le are reaching the two hundredth

bir thday of  our country and Mexican Americans are having to go

to bui ld a statue of  a hero who fought for  the l iberty of  those

that were oppressed, to try to create a symbol for our people

to move and become part  of  mainstream America.  I  th ink that  i f

i t  i s  ever  e rec ted  i t  w i l l  be  a  he l l  o f  a  symbol .  And i t  shou ld

remind a lot  of  people that  at  the two-hundredth mark,  the

equal i ty that  is  promised and preached by everybody else

was not there.  The equal  opportuni ty was not there.  I  th ink

the  very  s i len t  movement  o f  th is  par t i cu la r  g roup o f  ind iv idua ls

to  bu i ld  th is  s ta tue  o f  Ben i to  Ju6rez  is  jus t  exce l len t .

How do you ident i fy or relate to the founding fathers of  thfs

country:  Washington, Adams and Jefferson?

l^ le l l ,  I  re late to them on the grounds that they fought to get

away from something that they could not cope with,  but  they wanted

to bui ld their  own thing. They wanted to bui ld a country where

everybody would have a so-cal led "equal  opportuni ty."  Just

because they were of  certain bel iefs,  l iberal  maybe, they wanted

to be lef t  a lone and just  g iven the same opportuni ty that  every-

body e'lse had. The same story of the Mexican American today.

We re la te  tha t  way . . .we want  to  do  the  same th ing .  We don ' t  want

to camy a musket and go down and f i re at  the establ ishment

though. We want the establ ishment to relate to the th ings

that they were trying to represent.

Thgse same people,  some of them, were known for taking a

severe,  a very strong ant i - Indian stance as America grew in

i ts ear ly years.  In fact ,  some of  the Indian exterminat ion

po1 ic ies were condoned by some of these people.  What do you
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th ink their  v iews wou' ld be toward a minor i ty group today,

l i ke  the  Mex ican Amer ican?

0h, probably f t  would be hard to relate to them because, of

course, the Indian was here,  and unfortunately he was considered

to  be  a  hea then ,  unc iv i l i zed ,  th i s  k ind  o f  th ing .  Jus t  so

they don' t  consider us in the same wayi  a l though I  know some

of them do. I t  would be hard to relate to that .

Tha t  was  an  un fa i r  ques t ion ,  I  th ink .  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you :

How do you feel  about the pr inciples on which this country

was founded,  say  fo r  ins tance,  the  B i l l  o f  R igh ts  and the

Const i tut ion,  or  the statement regarding the freedom to pursue

happiness about which Jefferson wrote? What are your thoughts

about  those r igh ts?

we ' l l  be  head ing  fo r  t roub le .  I f  we cou ld  p rac t ice  them the

way they are intended to be, equal opportunity for everybody--

tha t  i s ,  capab le  o f  ach iev ing  the  oppor tun i ty  tha t  one is  look-

ing  fo r ,  I  th ink  we ' l l  be  a l l  r i gh t .  I  f i nd  i t  pe rsona l l y

very hard to condemn it because I have not seen a better system

yet.  In fact ,  I 've seen some pret ty bad ones.

Th is  ends  the  in te rv iew w i th  Mr .  Mur i l lo .

l l {e l l ,  i f  we cont inue to pract ice them as we have in the past,
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