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entertainment EDITOR

JOSE SOTO, 747-7477

SEPTEMBER 15, 2015

16 de septiembre festivity to celebrate Mexican history and culture

ANDRES MARTINEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
A 16 de septiembre celebration will take place in the Union Plaza on Sept. 15 beginning at 11:30 a.m.

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

September 16, 1810 marks Mex-
ico’s declaration of independence 
from Spain, that would lead to a 11 
year war against the Spanish. Two 
centuries later, their independence 
is still celebrated on the borderland.

�e O�ce of Student Life will 
be hosting a 16 de septiembre cel-
ebration in the Union Plaza on 
Sept. 15 beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
�e celebration will include food 
and live music to commemorate 
Mexico’s day of independence. 

“�e event will feature as a special 
guest Mexico´s General Consul Jacob 
Prado,” said Arturo Barrio, executive 
director of  the O�ce of International 
Programs. “�ere will also be perfor-
mances from Ballet Folklorico Quet-
zales and mariachis, and the general 
consul will reenact the cry of freedom 
that was given by Don Miguel Hi-
dalgo y Costilla, which initiated the 
independence movement in 1811.”

In addition to the celebration, the 
department will be o�ering tickets for 
a special luncheon during the event. 

“We will have a lunch to continue the 
celebration in the UTEP Union Plaza 
immediately a�er the ceremony, and 
students, faculty and sta� are invited,” 
Barrio said. “Plates will be sold for $8.”

�e event has been celebrated at 
UTEP for many years. �is year, �e 
O�ce of Student Life will be closely 
collaborating with Student Govern-
ment Association, the Mexican Con-
sulate in El Paso, the student orga-
nization Vision Mexico, faculty and 
sta� from the language and linguis-
tics department and the Center for 
Inter-American and Border Studies. 

Barrio said he hopes students 
will get a lot out of the event. 

“We really hope that the students 
get an opportunity to learn about 
Mexico’s history and traditions and 
we encourage our students to par-
ticipate and to get to know more 

about the Mexican culture,” Bar-
rio said. “Our strategic location at 
the US-Mexico border provides a 
unique opportunity for our stu-
dents to live a binational experience.”

Sergio Baltazar, president of Vision 
Mexico, which supports the Mexican 
student population at UTEP, said the 
event is important for the organiza-
tion because it pro�les the importance 
of celebrating the Mexican culture. 

“Celebrating the day of indepen-

dence as a largely Mexican communi-
ty is important because it is part of our 
identity,” Baltazar said. “It’s important 
to continue with the traditions and 
values that come with being Mexican 
as our community continues to grow.” 

Baltazar said the entertain-
ment for the event, which will  
include  mariachi’s and  folk-
lorico dancers, is designed to 
showcase the Mexican culture. 

“Mariachi music and folklorico 
dancers are the most important 
forms of entertainment and art 
in the Mexican culture,” Balta-
zar said. “It’s traditional when it 
comes to Mexican celebrations.”  

Mexico proclaimed their indepen-
dence from Spain with of the Grito 
de Dolores, or cry of Dolores, the 
“pronunciamiento” of the end of the 
war. Although Mexico did not gain 
their independence from Spain until 
Sept. 27, 1821, 16 de septiembre is 
celebrated as their independence day. 

“�is year we celebrate the 205th 
anniversary of Mexico’s Indepen-
dence from Spain,” Barrio said. “�is 
was the foundation of modern Mex-
ico, and this event constitutes Mexi-
co’s most important civic festivity.”

Overall, Barrio hopes stu-
dents are inspired by this event 

to learn more about  Mexi-
co’s  traditions   and  cultures. 

 “We hope that with this event our 
students become familiar with the 
Mexican independence traditions,” 
Barrio said. “With programs like this, 
our goal is to always educate our stu-
dents, create awareness and continue 
to foster the relationships we have 
around the world and, more spe-
ci�cally, with countries like Mexico.”

April Delaney, junior art edu-
cation major, said  although her  
family doesn’t do much to cel-
ebrate it, her mom does a lit-
tle something for it every year. 

“My mom’s from Mexico, so she ac-
knowledges it every year,” Delaney said.

Ivonne Espinosa, junior nursing 
major, said she plans on celebrat-
ing 16 de septiembre by going to 
an art festival in Ciudad Juárez.

“I’m going to Arte  en el 
Parque, which is a fair that has 
art and music and shows  di�er-
ent  aspects of the Mexican Cul-
ture,” Espinosa said. “�ere are 
parades celebrating it as well.”

For more information about 
the event, call 747-5648.

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com

It is important to 
continue with traditions 
and values that come 
with being Mexican 
as our community 
continues to grow.

-Sergio Baltazar, 
President of Vision Mexico 

organization
FILE PHOTO / THE PROSPECTOR

Two students celebrate 16 de septiembre at the Union Plaza. 
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Sports EDITOR

JAVIER CORTEZ, 747-7477

SEPTEMBER 15, 2015

Miners and Aggies both desperate for win in Battle of I-10

BY JUAN CARLOS NAVARRETE
The prospector 

�e UTEP Miners will try to turn 
their season around on the road in 
the 93rd edition of the Battle of I-10 
against New Mexico State in Las Cru-
ces this Saturday, Sept. 19. 

For the Miners and the Aggies, the 
start of the season has been a rough 
one, both teams are now 0-2 and are 
at risk of having the season slip out of 
their hands. 

�e Miners are coming o� two 
straight blowout losses against Arkan-
sas and Texas Tech. Last week, UTEP 
came out �at footed in Lubbock when 

defending Texas Tech quarterback 
Pat Mahomes scored a combined six 
touchdowns in the Red Raiders’ 69-20 
win over the Miners. 

Along with Mahomes four passing 
touchdowns and two rushing touch-
downs, the sophomore threw for 360 
passing yards. 

“We did not play well at Texas 
Tech–that was obvious in any phase,” 
said UTEP head coach Sean Kugler.  
“�e thing I was disappointed in the 
most as a head coach was the dumb 
penalties in the game. We pride our-
selves in not being penalized.” 

�e Miners will have to be on their 
game as they take on NMSU for their 
third-straight game on the road. 
UTEP is the only Football Bowl Sub-
division team that has yet to play a 
game at home; something the Miners 
will have to overcome. 

Although the Miners have won 
their last six games against the Ag-
gies, each game is di�erent and this 
game will have two teams looking 
for their �rst win of the season as an 
added motivation. 

UTEP will be without their best 
player in running back Aaron Jones, 
who le� the game against Texas Tech 
with an ankle injury, and will have to 
sit this game out. 

�e loss of Jones is an obvious blow 
to the Miners’ o�ense, but UTEP will 
have to play without him this week, 
and it is something coach Kugler is 
preparing for. 

“I’ll be dead honest with you that 
should not a�ect your team the way 
that it did,” Kugler said in reference to 
Jones’ departure from the Texas Tech 
game. “It de�ated our team in many 
ways–that it did–and to be honest it 
de�ated me, and at that point I have 
to be better than that as head coach 
and rally the troops.” 

�e Miners will now be forced to 
throw the ball more now that Aaron 
Jones is out, which will be a true test 
for quarterback Mack Le�wich. �e 
redshirt sophomore was named the 
starting quarterback a week before 
the season began. While he has played 
well, he has not led the team to a win.

“We haven’t had the production out 
of that group,” Kugler said referring to 
the o�ense. “Not lacking con�dence 
in that group. Just by schematics, the 
�rst two games, trying to maintain 
possession of the clock, more of a 
short passing game, that will have to 
change again. I feel very capable and 
I feel con�dent that those guys are 
capable.” 

�e Miners will travel to Las Cruces 
on Saturday for their game against the 
Aggies to attempt to turn the season 
around. No one needs to overstate the 
fact that these two teams do not like 
each other, and the motivation for 
winning may be as great as watching 
the other team lose. 

“We know what this game is about,” 
Kugler said. “It’s a big game for them, 
it’s a big game for us. �e team that 
goes out there and competes the 
hardest and the team that does not 
turn the ball over usually is the team 
that wins this game.” 

Juan Carlos Navarrete can be reached at 
theprospectordaily.sports@gmail.com.

Puente ready for next step in football career with UTEP

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS 
The Prospector

He knows this turf too well. 
A deep sense of nostalgia enters his 

mind as the turf brushes the bottom 
of his shoe.

However, this 2015 fall season, 
Anthony Puente will not put on his 
shoulder pads, strap on his helmet or 
lace up his cleats for another season 
at linebacker.

Instead, the ex-Miner will be on the 
sidelines as a graduate assistant for 
the defense. 

Puente, a San Antonio native, 
joined the Miners as a walk-on line-
backer from 2011-2014. He redshirt-
ed his freshman year before securing 
a starting position his junior year in 
2013. During that year, Puente led all 

linebackers in tackles and was third 
on the team for total tackles with 60. 

Even though he su�ered an injury 
during his senior year, Puente found 
similar results during the 2014 sea-
son. He started 10 games and ranked 
fourth with 47 tackles. In the season 
opener, Puente set a career high with 
11 tackles against New Mexico. 

It’s safe to say Puente knows the in-
tricacies of this UTEP defense. 

“I’ve been in (coach Scott) Stoker’s 
system for two years for now, so I 
know what he wants as a linebacker 
and as a defense player, so that’s what 
I assist,” Puente said. “Being an as-
sistant, I know the playbook inside 
and out. I know what he wants on the 
�eld. I’m able to go around and help 
these guys out, and let them know 
that the hard work is going to pay 

o�. I’m having a great time learning 
every day, coach Stoker is one of the 
best coaches I’ve ever been around. 
I’m learning a lot of football being 
around him.”

By the end of his playing career, Pu-
ente accomplished his goal. Playing 
football and getting an education. 

 “One of the things I told my par-
ents when I �rst came out here was 
I came out here to get my education 
paid for one day and I came here to 
play division one football one day–
that being my dream,” Puente said. 
“Overall, it was a great experience–I 
learned a lot about myself, a lot about 
working and about starting from the 
bottom and working my way up.”

From his early stages in the sport, 
Puente developed a strong passion 
for football, which would lead to his 

desire to continue this as a profession 
someday.

“My �rst time I put on pads was 
sixth grade,” Puente said. “I didn’t get 
to play as young as most people, but I 
played at a fairly young age. Basketball 
was my sport for a while, and then I 
got into football,–I was a little more 
built for it. Started to progress in it, 
really loved the sport and saw a career 
or future in it a�er high school.”

As one of six graduate assistants, 
Puente is learning the day-by-day 
work coaches do, and is able to expe-
rience what they do at this high of a 
standard. 

“We (graduate assistants) usu-
ally come in very early, probably the 
�rst ones here, getting things ready 
for practice and scout team,” Puente 
said. “A�er practice we go in as a 
sta� and break down the �lm, watch 
mistakes and errors we did, and then 
throughout the day we are preparing 
for the game Saturday or start work-
ing on what’s next. So we do a lot of 
scouting reports, a lot of scouting 
ourselves and �nding any tip on the 
opponent we can. Long mornings and 
late nights, but it’s the thing you have 
to do in this business. But, I love my 
sta� and everyone I work with, so I’m 
enjoying it.”

Being on the defensive side of the 
ball, Puente is able to give advice to 
the players and help them in any way 
possible. However, there is a line-
backer who stands out for Puente. 
According to Puente, senior Jimmy 
Musgrave reminds the graduate assis-
tant a lot of himself as a player.

“I would say the guy who is very 
similar to me is Jimmy Musgrave,” 
Puente said. “We are both physical 

guys, both guys who like to hit, and 
that’s what you have to have mentality 
wise to be a middle linebacker. Jimmy 
is one of the hardest working guys we 
have on defense, very physical, loves 
the game – and you can tell from 
practice and what he does o� the 
�eld. He’s always studying or working 
out, which is something I did. I had to 
do the extra mile because I was either 
under size or wasn’t quick enough, so 
I had to make up for it in the weight 
room or �lm room.” 

In all, nothing sparks his interest 
quite like the game of football, and 
Puente will plan to continue to climb 
up the ladder and grow as a coach.

“Football itself is an adrenaline rush 
that you’ve never ever experienced 
before,” Puente said. “I’m blessed 
to be around these guys – they’re 
all great kids. �e intensity of it, the 
passion of it – you have to have pas-
sion to play this game. Football is not 
something you can wake up and be 
half about it. It’s something you have 
to have a lot of passion for. When 
game day comes – there’s no other 
atmosphere like college game day. It’s 
one of those feelings where you can’t 
duplicate anything else. �at’s what 
I live for. I hope to go further in this 
profession, and hopefully one day be 
a head coach and take advantage of 
the opportunity.” 

Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com 

ADRIAN BROADDUS / THE PROSPECTOR
Graduate assistant Anthony Puente is in his �rst year as a graduate assistant for UTEP. Puente was a linebacker for the Miners from 2011 to 
2014. 

ADRIAN BROADDUS / THE PROSPECTOR
Junior runnning back, Aaron Jones who suffered an injury in the second quarter against Texas Tech last Saturday, will not play in the Battle of 
I-10. 








	University of Texas at El Paso
	DigitalCommons@UTEP
	9-15-2015

	The Prospector, September 15, 2015
	UTEP Student Publications
	Recommended Citation


	09_15_2015_Prospector_Final.indd

