
University of Texas at El Paso University of Texas at El Paso 

ScholarWorks@UTEP ScholarWorks@UTEP 

Combined Interviews Institute of Oral History 

6-25-1975 

Interview no. 165 Interview no. 165 

Conrad Ramírez 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews 

 Part of the Oral History Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Interview with Conrad Ramírez by Richard Estrada, 1975, "Interview no. 165," Institute of Oral History, 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Institute of Oral History at ScholarWorks@UTEP. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Combined Interviews by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UTEP. 
For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu. 

https://scholarworks.utep.edu/
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/oral_history
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F165&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1195?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F165&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F165&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu


INTERVIET'IEE:

I I{TERV I E}IER:

PROJECT:

DATE OF INTERVIE|{:

TERI4S OF USE:

TAPE NO. :

TRANSCRIPT i {0. :

TRAIISCRIBER:

DATE TRANSCRIBED:

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

INSTITUTE OF ORAL HISTORY

Conrad Ram{rez  (1q21-  )

Richard Estrada

F [ i  n a n f  o n n i  e ]

Trma HcrnSndez

. |65

June  25 .  1975

Unrestri cted

J r r l y  l ' l  .  l q 7 5

BI0GRAPHICAL SY[tl0PSIS 0F IbITERVIEIiIEE:

Branch Manager ,  Smal l  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion  in  E l  Paso.

SUi'll,lARY 0F IIITERVIE"T'l:

M inor i t y  bus iness  in  E l  Paso ; .banks ;  b iography ;  g row ing  up  in  A lp ine ,
Texas .

165



E:

B ICENTENN IAL

Th is  in te rv iew is  be inq  conducted  on  June 25 ,1975,  in  E l

Paso,  Texas .  The sub jec t  o f  the  in te rv iew is  Mr .  Conrad

Ramfrez of  the Smal l  Business Administrat ion.  Mr.  Rami ' rez,

where were you born?

I  was  born  jn  A lp ine ,  Texas .

In  what  year ,  s i r?

1921 .

Could you te ' l l  me somethinq about your background?

I was born the son of  a Mexican nat iona' l ;  my mother was Mexican

too. They did not have any educat ion,  therefore about the

only th ing that he knew in the way of  educat ion was how to wr i te

his name to endorse his check. They were people who had been

in  the  ranch ing  bus iness  in  nor thern  Mdx ico ,  nor thern  Ch ihuahua

in  the  0 j inaga area .  To  be  more  spec i f i c - -San Car los ,  Mdx ico .

They had never had to work for  a l jv ing because they had their

own land and ranch, and were pret ty ' independent.  Dur ing the

Pancho V i l la  e ra ,  tha t ' s  when he  came across .

whv?

Because o f  f igh ts  in  thererand th rea ts  o f  k i ' l l i ngs  and whatno t ,

he decided to leave. There was war.

E :  Was he  h imse l f  a  laborer  o r  a  land owner?

R:  He was a  landowner .

E :  A  landowner .

R :  H is  fa ther  and  h imse l f .

E :  How long had h is  fami ly  been in  tha t  a rea  o f  Mdx ico?



RAI4I REZ

R:

E:

R:

T ime immemor ia l .  I  rea l l y  don ' t  know.

Would  you say  a t  leas t  a  century?

Not  tha t  long ,  bu t  f rom what  he  te l l s  me,  h is  fa ther  came in

there from somewhere in the central [part] of M6xico and he

opened up the land to farm i t .  And he was more of  a farmer

whereas the boys tended to be more into the tending of  cat t le

and sheep ins tead o f  the  agr icu l tu re  par t .  Bu t  he  s t j l l  supposed ly

owns land there  bu t  he  has  never  t r ied  to  rec la im i t .

I s  your  fa ther  s t i l l  a l i ve?

My fa ther  i s  s t i l l  l i v ing .  He 's  abou t  82  years  o1d .

About how much land did he own in M6xico?

I have no idea. But anyway, the point  was that inasmuch as he

supposed ly  was i l l i te ra te ,  he  had ded ica ted  h imse l f  to  what  he

knew best,  which was working as a ranch hand. And he worked

throughout  h is  l i fe  as  a  ranch hand.  In  those days  they  wou ld

work out in the ranches and come home maybe once every fifteen

days ,  rnaybe once a  month .  He d id  be l ieve  in  leav ing  h is  fami ly

in town instead of  taking them to the ranch so that they would get

an educat ion.  Even at  that  i t  was rather hard because what

he  go t  in  the  way o f  pay  was very . . . f rom the  s tandpo in t  o f . . .

I  myse l f  knewr  d t  the  age o f  twe lver tha t  I  was  go ing  to  go

to col ' lege because I  could see that the environment that  I  was

growing up in was not conducive towards the betterment of  my

l ive l ihood or  those l i ke  me because o f  our  e thn ic  background,

un less  I  go t  an  educa t ion .  I  had ,  a t  tha t  po in t ,  sa id  tha t  I

was some way or another going to get i t .  And i t  was tough.

F .

R:

E:

R:
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E:

R:

F .

R:

So you grew up in  A lp ine ,  then,  i s  tha t  r igh t?

I  g rew up in  A ' lp ine  where  a t  tha t  t ime d isc r im ina t ion  was ra ther

harsh. Up through the f i f th qrade we went to what we cal led

the Mexican school  or  the school  south of  the t racks.  Then af ter

graduat ing into the s ixth grade we had to go and mix wi th the

Ang los .  A t  tha t  po in t ,  due to  the  cond i t ions  tha t  ex is ted  there ,

about  ha l f  o f  the  c lass  d id  no t  pursue the i r  educat ion  any

further.  Riqht there there was an automat ic cut .  f f rat  SOZ UiO

not  cont inue the i r  educat ion .

When you say  " the  cond i t ions  tha t  ex is ted , "  cou ld  you be  more

expl  ' ic i  t?

They were not exposed to the Anglo mixture.  They had always

been segregated and natural ly they fe l t  embarrassed. When we

went to the other s ide invar iably just  about every af ternoon we

had f iqh ts  w i th  the  Ang lo  k jds .  I , le  s t ' i l l  were  no t  wanted .  In

compet in.c. t  wj th them in our schoolwork,  we could not compete--

p r imar i l y  because segregated  educat ion  was no t  equ iva len t  to  the

one on the other s ide of  the t racks.  Two factors were involved:

one, pr imari ly we did not have the parents that  could teach us

because most  o f  them were  ranch hands,  i l l i te ra te .  There fore ,

there  was rea l l y  no t  tha t  in te res t  in  educat ion  tha t  you  f ind

normal ly  in  o ther  communi t ies .

What t ime per iod are we talk ing about?

We ' re  ta l k ing  abou t  1928 ,  ' 27 .

Cou ld  your  fa ther  hand le  Eng l ish  a t  tha t  t ime?

No, he st i l l  cannot.  When we qot to make oral  book reportsrwe

cou ldn ' t  make them because we cou ld  no t  rea l l y  speak  Eng l ish .

E :

R:
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I t  was  embar rass ing  as  the  d ickens .  So we na tura l l y  deve loped

a complex of  infer ior i ty because of  the environment.  And as we

progressed,  o r  t r ied  to  p rogress ,  a  lo t  o f  us  wou ld  no t  pass .  I

was fortunate in that  I  would always manage to get by,  but  i t

was  a  s t rugg ' le .  I  f ina l l y  go t  th rough h igh  schoo l .  In  my c lass  there

were four that  went to high school ,  but  one dropped out.  That

was about f ive months before he graduated and three of  us graduated.

The one that dropped out is the most successfur of  the four of

us .  He  i s  a  mu l t i -m i l l i ona i re  now l i v ing  in  Eag ' le  pass .

What  was  h is  
' l i ne  

o f  bus iness?

His  l ine  o f  bus iness  now is  in  na tura l  gas ,  bu t  he 's  deve loped

to  the  po in t  where  he 's  in  the  bank ing  bus iness .  l le  has  the

b igges t  o f f i ce  bu i ld ing  there  in  Eag le  pass .  He has  been mayor

o f  Eag le  Pass .  He is  now even in  the  o i l  exp ' lo ra t ion .

E :  What  i s  h is  name?

R:  H is  name is  char ley  u ranga.  He is  re la ted  to  the  uranga tha t

used to have the Del Norte Oi l  Company in Hidalgo. That was

h is  b ro ther .  That ' s  how he go t  s ta r ted ,  th rough h is  b ro ther - -

in the same type of  businessrbut he even surpassed his brother.

E: So you say about four people graduated from high schoo'r ,  four

Mexican Ameri .unr?

Three o f  us  d id .

Three graduated out of  a total  c lass of  how many, do you recal l?

Twenty -e igh t ;  i t  was  a  smal l  town.  But  the  o ther  one,  Lu is

Uranga was poss ib ly . . .he  had the  most  t roub le  in  learn ing .  He had

to  s t rugg le  fo r  every th inq  tha t  he  learned,  bu t  he  became a  ph .D.

R:

E :

R:
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F .

R:

E:

R:

E :

R:

and became a professor of Spanish at what is the University

at  Denton.

North Texas State.

North Texas State at  one t ime. Then he became a professor at

the  Seat t le  Un ivers i ty  in  Seat t le ,  Wash ing ton ,  and was head o f  the

Depar tment  supposed ly .  He go t  h is  Ph.D.  in  Span ish  tha t  he

had done here  las t  year .  l low tha t  was  Lu is  Urangd,  d  cous in

of the other.  The other one was Henry Uranga, Char leyrs brotheq

who a f te r  the  serv ice  se t t led  jn  Los  Ange les ,  and became a

bus inessman.  I  unders tand he  had bus iness  fa i lu res  and now he

is  work ing  w i th  h is  b ro ther  as  o f  th is  year  in  Eag le  Pass .

Could you tel l  me more about growing up in that  area, there around

Alp ine ,  espec ia l l y  as  regards  schoo l?  D id  you en joy  schoo l

wh i le  you were  growing  up?

I  d id  because I  had an  av id  in te res t  to  learn ,  and because I

knew that,  in my own feel  ings,  that  that  was the only way that I

could ever improve mysel f .  I  used to work in the summer for

35d a day chopping weeds and cleaning yards to make money to

go to  schoo l .  I  accumula ted  my f i rs t  semester 's  pay  in

co l lege tha t  way .  Dur ing  my sen io r  year  in  h igh  schoo l  I  had

three  jobs  and s t i l l  a t tended h igh  schoo l .  D isc r im ina t ion  was

so prevaient that  r ight  in a theater where I  worked, they would

on ' l y  a l low the  Mex icans  to  go  ups ta i rs ;  no t  s j t  downsta i rs .

Now, what year was this?

Th is  was  in  1940 .

How long a f te r  
. |940  

d id  tha t  con t inue?
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I don' t  know when exact ly i t  was changed because I  lef t  there

in  
. |944 

and i t  s t i l l  p reva i led .  I t  i s  now no longer  p reva len t ,

but we did have a few arguments because of  those condi t ions.  At

the  on ly  founta in - - i t  wasn ' t  a  d rugs tore ,  i t  was  a  candy  shop bu t

they sold Cokes over the fountain-- they would not serve the

Mexicans except in a paper cup. I  strucgled to get that  changed.

I t  d id  change cons iderab ly .  I t  was  a  ra ther  ser ious  prob lem

because i t  d id have, in my opinion, a t remendous ef fect  on my

th ink ing  bo th  in  g iv ing  me a  fee l ing  o f  i n fe r io r i t y ,  wh ich  i s

d i f f i cu l t  to  overcome,  par t i cu la r ly  in  your  g rowing  years .  And i t

takes  a  lo t  to  overcome i t .  I  don ' t  th ink  I  have overcome i t
. |00% yet,  but  I  have always str ived to overcome i t  and not

let  that  be a hindrance to my development.

How did you get along with your fe l low Anglo American students

when you were $oing to high school  ?

R:  I  go t  a long rea l  f ine ,  except  we s t i l l  had  our  f igh ts  because

there  were  a  coup le  o f  bu l l ies  a lways  tha t  wou ld  inc i te  them,

r ight? And whether you l iked i t  or  not  you were involved.

E: Were there ethnic undertones to these f iqhts?

R:  0h  yes ,  de f in i te l y .

E :  What  k ind  o f  names wou ld  you ca l l  each o ther?

R:  "Greasers"  they  wou ld  ca l I  us .  l , . le 'd  ca l l  them "gr ingos . "  That

was the most prevalent name--"greasers."  [There were] rock f ights,

chas ing  across  the  t racks  many t imes.

Was there  ever  much da t ing  be tween young Mex ican males  and . . .?

None.

None whatsoever? Thei"e was no cross-dat inq at  a l l  at  that  t ime?

F .

E:

R:

F .
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None- Then I  went to the universi ty there [su]  Rossl ,  before

go ino  in to  the  serv ice ,  wh ich  a t  tha t  t ime was a  co l lege.  Then

after I  got  out of  the servicer l  fe l t  that  that  was not the

p lace  tha t  I  wou ld  want  to  l i ve  in  and deve lop .  I  le f t  and

came to El  Paso; and f in ished my educat ion here at  the Universi ty.

What year did you come to Texas Western?

I  came in  1946.

Right af ter  the war?

Riqht af ter  the war.

About how many Mexican Americans were at tending here at  that  t ime?

Do you recal I ?

Not too many. The total  enrol lment that  year at  the then Texas

col lege of  Mines was about 1700. fThat was] r ight  af ter  the war

when i t  was at  i ts  peak at  that  point .  My senior year I  was elected

pres ident  o f  my qraduat ing  c lass  and supposed ly  I  was  the  f i rs t

Mexican American that had achieved that status.

Did you enjoy going to school  here in El  paso?

Yes I  d id.  In fact ,  I  enjoyed E] Paso because I  fe l t  that  in

sp i te  o f  the  over tones  o f  d isc r im ina t ion  and pre jud ice ,  here  I

fe l t  that  i f  a Mexican American wanted to do something he could

do i t ,  but  i t  depended upon what he wanted to do. I  fe l t  that

there was an opportuni ty here that I  d id not have in my hometown.

Is i t  because there are more Mexican Americans here?

That  p r imar i l y ,  bu t  more  impor tan t ,  I  th inko  as  I  look  back ,  i s

the fact  that  the people that  migrated into th is area were not

the i l l i terate ranch hands. There were people that  were educated

jn Mdxico and had some semblance of  educat ion.  Therefore they

E:

R:

t r .

R:

EL

F .

R:

E:

R:
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tr ied to encourage their  k ids to go to school  and get an educa-

t ion- Secondar i ly ,  their  cul tural  backgrounds were much more

super ior  than you f ind in the rural  part  of  the state,  or  even at

that  t ime in Caf i forn ' ia,  San Antonio,  and those places, because

of the proximity to the border.  h le just  happened to qet the

cream o f  the  peop ' le  tha t  were  migra t ingo here  in  E l  Paso.  That ' s

the  way tha t  I  judge i t .  I  m igh t  be  wrong,  bu t  tha t ' s  the  way

that I  looked at  i t .  At  that  point  I  got  marr ied and went to

A lbuquerque  fo r  f i ve  years .  I  a lways  wou ld ' l i ke , i f  I  had  a  l i t t l e  g i r1 ,

l to i  hei  ]  to be educated in El  Paso, I  fe l t  that  the

cus toms,and the  behav io r iand the  conduct  o f  the  Mex ican Amer ican In  E l  Pas f l

was far super ior  to what I  had seen in other parts of  the Uni ted

Sta tes .

More exemplary than in Cal i fornia or other parts of  Texas?

Yes.

Was your wi fe f rom El Paso?

My wife actual ly was born in M6xico.

Where was she from or ig inal ly?

She was from the area of  Casas Grandes, in that  area. She was

born  in  tha t  a rea ,  bu t  she  grew up in  Tyrone,  New Mex ico ,  wh ich

at  tha t  t ime was a  min ing  town near  S i l ver  C i ty .  She went  to

schoo ls  in  S i l ver  C i ty  as  a  young o i r l  and  d id  comple te  her  educa-

t ion  here  a t  E l  Paso H igh .

E:  Whi le  you were  go ing  to  the  Co1 ' lege o f  Mines  back  in  the  la te
. |940 's  

d id  you ever  exper ience any  over t  d isc r im ina t ion?

R:  I  persona l ly  d id  no t .  As  I  sa id ,  I  jus t  happened to  h i t  i t  tha t

I  was accepted just  about everywhere I  went hereiand this is

what  I  d id  l i ke .
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whv?

I  don ' t  know rea l l y .  I  was  work ing  ha l f  a  day  a t  the  Popu lar

and go ing  to  co l lege ha l f  a  day .  And I  immedia te ly  go t  inv i ta -

t i ons  to  a l l  k inds  o f  c i r c les - -soc ia l  n  bus iness .  To  me,  i t  was

rea l l y  an  exper ience.  Most  peop le  d id  no t  even know tha t  I

was  f rom out  o f  town.  A  lo t  o f  peop le  s t i l l  th ink  tha t  I 'm a

graduate  o f  Bowie  H igh  Schoo l .  I  don ' t  know why,  bu t  maybe i t ' s

because the pr incipal  of  Bowie High School  at  that  t ime was my

pr inc ipa ' l  and  teacbbr  when I  was  in  the  e igh th  g rade in  A lp ine ,

Texas- -Mr .  Frank  Po l l i t .

How do you spe l l  h is  las t  name?

Frank  Po l l i t ,  P -o - l - l - i - t .

Was Mr .  Po l l i t  an  in f luent ia l  f igure  in  your  fo rmat ive  years?

Do you recal I ?

I  rea l l y  don ' t  th ink  so .  I  th ink  tha t  4ydes i re  to  ge t  an

educat ion  was the  in f luent ia l  par t .

Whi le  you were  go ing  to  schoo l  in  A lp ine ,  d id  you ever  have any

teacher  tha t  was  par t i cu la r ly  in f luent ia l  on  you?

Yes,  my f i rs t  g rade teacher  who is  s t i l l  l i v ing- -Mrs .  Leven.

She l i ves  here  in  E l  Paso.  She was an  Ang ' lo .  She thought  tha t

I  was ,  ac tua l l y  a l l  four  o f  those Urangas and myse l f ,  were  the

top  s tudents  in  the  area .  I  th ink  maybe she was the  one.

She gave us  the  fee l ing  tha t ,  "You peop le  a re  a  l i t i l e  be t te r .

You ' re  smar t . "  She was the  one,  rea11y .  I f  anyone had an  in f luence,

i t  was  her .

In retrospect,  do you think she was cognizant of  the prob' lems

that you were going to face in l i fe?

E:

R:

F .
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Cogn izant  yes ,  bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  she cou ld  do  any th ing  about  i t .

She  i s  s t i l l  l i v ing ,  she !s  re t i red .  We s t i l l  cqmmun ica te ,  bu t

she doesn ' t  take  c red i t  fo r  our  success ,  she 's  tha t  modest .  Yet

she has  an  in te res t  jn  us .  In  fac t ,  she  jus t  to ld  me tha t  she

jus t  v is i ted  Char ley  in  Eag le  Pass  two months  ago.  Char ley  ca l led

me about  the  v ' i s i t  tha t  they  had,  and he  spoke about  hav ing  a

reun ion  ius t  o f  the  o ld  gang.

Whi le you were going to Texas Western,  how did you get along with

your professors? What did you think of  them?

Again,  I  was fortunate enough to have a professor who was head of

the  depar tment ,  Dr .  Dwight  Har t r i ck ,  who aga in  took  a  l i k ing  to  me- -

I  don ' t  know why.  He s t i l l  seeks  me out  fo r  any  couse l  tha t  he  migh t

want  o r  jus t  to  ta lk  and chat .  He,  upon Emt ]  g raduat ion ,  o r

my senior year,  referred me to several  openings that were avai lable

for emp'loyment. I had the unfortunate experience of being refemed

to Standard 0i ' l  Company herc in El  Paso because there was an opening

i  n  accounCi  nq  . I  went twice at  h is request because there

was an opening. Every t ime I  went they would te l l  me that they

had no  open ing .  So I  came back  and to ld  h im,  " I t  appears  tha t  they

don ' t  want  any  Mex ican Amer icans ,  so  don ' t  send me to  in te rv iews

I ike  tha t  any  more . "

Are you convinced that that  was the case?

I  am very  conv inced.  I  cou ld  no t  p rove  i t ,because tha t ' s  the  excuse

that they gave me; but gee whiz,  i f  the professor knew that there

was a vacancy and he recommended me for that vacancy, to me

that ' s  s imp le  ev idence.

D ' id  you ever  hear  o f  any  o f  your  f r iends  exper ienc ing  any th ing  s imi la r?

10

R:

E:

E :

R:

F .



RAM I REZ t1

R: Yes. As growing up i t  is  my understanding that when I  went to work

for the State Nat ional  Bank-- that  was my f i rst  job af ter  graduat ion--

that  I  was the f j rst  Mexjcan American that was employed to face the

pub l ic .  They  had somebody work ing ;  a  coup le  g i r ' l s ,  bu t  no  one. . .

and they told me that they would hire me at  $. l75 a month and i t

was on probat ion for  6 months.  I f  they l iked meothey kept me and then

at that  t ime they probabiy would give me an increase, but f rom there

I  would be on my own. I  d id manage to get an increase. I  guess,

aga in ,  because they  l i ked  me.  In  th regmonths  I  go t  my ra ise  o f

$ZOO.  I  was  s t i l l  th ink ing  o f  a  career  in  account ing

through CPA work but i t  was tough to get i t  at  that  t imeo because you

had to get in actual  Flagt ice before you could s i t  in wi th a CPA

firm for two years. And what they wanted to pay you was nothing.

So,  rea l l y  you  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  tha t .

I t  was apprent ice work,  in other words.

Comect--at  a very low pr ice.  I  couldn' t  af ford to l ive.  So I  was taking CPA

couises ' irn te even i ng. The Reynol ds El ectri c o the comptrol I er , Fran k

0 'Rourke ,  asked me i f  I  wou ld  go  down to  A lbuquerque and run  h is

of f ice there.  And he would pay me $' |00 more a month than I  was

mak ing  a t  the  bank .  He  d idn ' t  know how much  i t  was .  He  sa id ,  ' ' I ' l l

pay  you $ . |00  more  than you ' re  mak ing  a t  the  bank . "  I  sa id ,  "When

do I  leave?"  He sa id  as  soon as  he 'd  ge t  th ings  c leared  w i th  the

Chairman of  the Board at  the bank because [ they deal t ]  wi th that

bank  and [he ]  wanted  to  keep a  good re la t ionsh ip .  So he  d id .  I

gave my resignat ion,  and I  remember th is very dist inct ly:  at  the

t ime that I  went up to pick up my travel  check to go up to Albuquerque,

he  sa ' ido  "Conrad,  I  fa i led  to  te11 you a  coup ' le  o f  th ings .  Down there

E:
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E:

R:

you ' re  go ing  to  be  work ing  w i th  engfneers  and super in tendents  in  the

department,  many of  them are f rom Texas. You wi l l  probab' ly. . .you

might have some problems. Maybe I  should have told you this before

then ,  bu t  I  fa i l ed  to  do  so . "  So  I  sa id ,  "We ' l l ,  I 'm  g lad  you ' re  te l l i ng

me now, but I  a lso would l ike to thank you for giv ing me the opportuni ty

i f  you  s t i l l  fee l  tha t  I  can  do  the  job .  Le t  me exp lo re  the  poss ib i l i t y

o f  be ing  a  success  there . "

So be ing  a  vanguard ,  in  o ther  words .

Right.  In other words,  " I  th ink f rom now on I 'm on my two feet.

E i ther  they ' re  go ing  to  l i ke  me or  they ' re  no t  go ing  to .  And I 'd

l i ke  to  have  the  oppor tun i t y .  I 'm  w i l l i ng  to  take  the  cha l lenge  i f

you  g ive  me the  oppor tun i ty  to  t ry  i t . "  And I  d id .

And how d id  you ge t  a long w i th  them?

F ine .

No problems?

To the  po in t  tha t  in  1953- - I  was  there  f rom la te '48- - I  was  sent  on

my f i rs t  so lo ; . in  1952,  so lo  job  to  se t  up  an  o f f i ce  in  South

Dakota .  Th is  fe l low saw me in  opera t ion i  he  went  to  me and he

says ,  " I  saw what  you ' re  do jng  here .  You 've  go t  ever l th ing  under

cont ro l .  You ' re  no t  go ' ing  back  to  A lbuquerque,  you ' re  coming back

-to my home central  of f ice as my chief  accountant.  "

E :  In  what  c i ty?

R:  Here  in  E l  Paso.  And th is  i s  how I  go t  back  to  E l  Paso.

E:  That ' s  very  in te res t ing .  A f te r  tha t  job  what  d id  you do?

R: I  becane disenchanted with account ingoand disenchanted with the

company because they wanted to transfer me j I did not want to

move. Every top job that came up they wanted me to move.. .but  I

d id not want to become a, sha' |1 I  say,  gypsy in the t rade. I  fe l t

E :

R :

t r .

R :
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that my chi ldren were not growing.. . that  I  needed to stay in one

p lace  and es tab l i sh  roo ts .

You seem to have a great af f in ' i ty  for  E1 Paso, too.

So I  started looking for a job and I  saw that Prudent ia l  was look' ing

for a Mexican American. Now this is another key feature.  Af ter

that point  there were Mexican Americans in the insurance business

with except ion of  two of  them, I  th ink.  Most of  them were in what we

ca l l  the  indus t r ia l  t ype  o f  insurance,  o r  the  deb i t ,  wh ich  so ld  the

n icke l  and 25-cent  po l i cy  and co l lec ted .  A t  tha t  leve l  there 's

real ' ly  no room for qrowth.  They st i11 fe l to in other words,  your

b ig  compan ies  par t i cu ' la r1y ,  tha t  a  Mex ican Amer ican cou ld  no t  deve lop

a good sales t rack record.  So I  was the f i rst  one-- there were two

others ,  though,  tha t  were  a l ready  in  i t ,  bu t  tha t  company was no t  as

large; Prudent ia l  was the largest company at  that  point-- that  they

h i red  [me] .From there  on  I  became a  success  in  i t  to  the  po in t  tha t

every company wanted a Mexican American on the'ir staff now.

This was what year?

I  went  w i th  them in  1955 and s tayed w i th  them fo r  15  years .  I  don ' t

say  tha t  I  was  a  regognd ing  success .  I  d iSL se l l  a  mi l l ion  do l la rs

of  insurance severa' l  years.  I  was a successful  agent.  The market

was l imi ted. I  had to explore i t .  The Mexican American market was

ius t  becoming v iab le .  Today i t  i s  very  v iab le  p r imar i l y  because more

people l ike you and I  that  have better jobs and are able to buy

insurance in  s izeab le  quant i t ies .  L ike  I  to ld  my boss  a t  one t ime,

the night af ter  I  lef t ,  " I  wanted to go into the managerial  aspect of

i t .  You never  d id  g ive  i t  to  me.  I  fee l  tha t  you  probab ly  s t i l l

fe l t  tha t  a  Mex ican cou ld  no t  deve lop  a  sa le 's  fo rce .  I  th ink  you ' re
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wrong because that is the market that  has the biggest potent ia l  in El

Paso; because the Mexican American is becoming viablen has more money

to spend, he's becoming educated in the use and the need of  l i fe

insurance. I f  you had given me the opportuni ty to develop a

sale 's force of  that  nature your agency wou' ld have been much better."

And what did he say?

He sa id ,  " I  was  wrong .  I  d idn ' t  do  i t ,  I  d idn ' t  th ink  tha t  fa r  ahead . , '

About 197A, then, you came to the SBA?

1970.

could you te1' l  me why, what was the background of  that  t ransfer,  that

move?

It  wasn' t  monetary because I  was making just  about as much money as I

do  here .  H i la ry  had  asked  me. . .

Hi l ary Sandova'l ?

Sandova l ,  who was then the  Admin is t ra to r ,  he  sa ido  " I 'm ge t t ing  ready

to open an of f ice in El  Paso. The Chamber has tr ied i t  for  many years.

I  am in a posi t ion to do so, but I  need somebody that can communicate

with both s ides of  the ethnic backgrounds in the communfty,  and I

th jnk  you ' re  i t .  Wi ' |1  you  he lp  me?"  More  o r  less  th i s  i s  how I  go t

in.  I  fe l t  that  th is of f ice gave me the opportuni ty to do what I  was

do ing  on  a  vo lun tary  bas is ,  because I  became ac t ive  in  jus t  about

every c iv ' ic  endeavor in the community--had been very act ive in i t .

Here ,  I  cou ld  do  i t  as  a  job  and g ive  i t  my fu l l  t ime.  Whereas ,  I  was

t ry ing  to  make a  l i v ing  and then do  my c iv ic  work  on  a  par t - t ime bas is .

So you see your  job  as  a  p ro fess iona l  c iv ic  job?

I  rea l l y  do .  I  fee l  tha t  I  am do ing  a  par t  o f  the  miss ion  tha t  I  had

wanted to do when I  was employed as an insurance agent and was doing

i t  on  a  par t - t ime bas is .

14
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E : In  o ther  words ,  a  c iv i l  servant  to  the  fu l les t ,  i s  tha t  what  you ' re

say ing? You ' re  serv ing  the  pub ' l i c  as  much as  you can.

That  i s  r igh t .

When you came to the SBA, Hi' lary Sandoval tntas the Administrator

at that t ime. How many Mexican Americans were working for the SBA?

Nat ionwide?

Nat i  onwi de .

I  real ' ly  don' t  know. I  know that at  that  t ime the Mexican American

had the  b igges t  in f luence.  I  know tha t  he  h i red  a  number  o f  peop le

that went wi th him to Washington.

Who appointed Hi lary Sandoval  as Administrator for  the SBA?

The Smal l  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion  is  under  the  execut ive  branch,  under

the President.  The President made the appointment.

Which  Pres ident  was  i t?

Pres ident  N ixon.

In  regard  to  your  a rea  o f  exper t i se  as  the . . .what 's  the  fo rmal  t i t le

o f  your  pos i t ion  here  in  E l  Paso?

R:

E:

R:

E :

R:

E :

R:

E :

R:

t r .

R:  I 'm the  Branch Manager  o f  the  E l  Paso o f f i ce .

E: Branch Manager here in El  Paso. I 'd l ike to ask you some rather

spec ia l i zed  ques t ' ions  about  var ious  aspec ts  o f  your  job  jn  th is

par t i cu ' la r  a rea .  In  what  a reas  o f  E l  Paso bus iness  do  you cons ider

Mexican Americans to be pgrt i -cular ly under-represented?

R:  Bus inesswise ,  na tura l l y ,  they  do  no t  command the  in f luence nor  the

numbers in business that the medical  profession or the law pro-

fess ' ion  does  in  re la t ion  to  the  to ta l .  I  wou ld  say  tha t  in  the

past f ive years,  s ince the SBAoff ice has been here,  i t  has had a

tremendous inf luence in gett ing more Mexican Americans interested in



RAMI REZ

star t ing  the i r  own bus iness .  I t ' s  s t i l l  no t  to  the  fu l ' l es t  ex ten t

because there are several  problems involved. SBA cannot part ic ipate

in  any  one par t i cu la r  endeavor  on  100% f inanc ing .  [Th is ]  means tha t

the  ind iv idua l  en t repreneur  who 's  th ink ing  o f  a  bus iness  venture

has to have a certain element of  what we cal ' l  equi ty investment--

persona l  r i sk  in  tha t  ven ture- -however  smal l  i t  m igh t  be .  I t  m igh t

be 10%, i t  might be 30% depending on the type of  projec(,  the s ize,

the  te rm o f  the  loan.  Not  hav ing  tha t  equ i ty  and inasmuch as  i t  takes

t ime to  acqu i re  i t  o r  to  accumula te  i t ,  th is  i s  a  h indrance tha t  has

to be overcome.

Do you see that as a major hindrance?

To me i t  i s  a  ma jor  h indrance in  the  minor i ty  bus iness- - lack  o f

equ i ty .  They ' re  ge t t ing  smar te r  as  to  how to  acqu i re  i t .  Th is  can

be acquired through a subordinated loan, through a partner that

comes into the business with some equi ty--even though they may not have

the ful l  100% ownership,  but  they have the major i ty interest .  But

never the lesso the  minor i ty  bus ' inesses  in  number  o f  loans  they ' re

commanding- - the  minor i ty  loans  tha t  a re  made in  th is  a rea- - run

about  40% o f  the  to ta l .  Th is  i s  th roughout  the  f i ve-year  h is to ry  in

E l  Paso.  So,  as  fa r  as  loans ,  they ' re  ge t t ing  a  good representa t jve ,

no t  equa l  to  popu la t ion- - i t  cou ld  never  be  because o f  tha t  equ i ty

par t - -ne i ther  in  re la t ion  to  the  do ] la r .  Why? Becauseo aga in ,  they  can

on ly  bor row in  re la t ion  to  what  they  inves t - - the i r  equ i ty .  So,

na tura l l y  the i r  loans  are  smal le r .

Do you know anything about local  Mexican American businessmen's

groups  mak ing  loans  to  o ther  up-and-coming Ch icano bus inessmen?

No. There are none here.  We have a program of that  nature that 's

ca l  l  ed  the  "Mesb ics .  .  .  "

t6
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The what?

The "Mesb ics" - - they t re  smal l  inves tment  compan ies  wh ich  are  I i censed

and regu la ted  by  the  Smal l  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion .

Are there any informal groups of  businessmen that do this k ind of  th ing?

One that is in organizat ion r ight  now that we have had a part  in t ry ing

to v i ta l ize is pr imari ' ly  a local  development company. They have

not  had the i r  p ro jec t ,  the i r  f i r s t  p ro jec t ,  checked.  They ' re

look ing  a t  i t  now.  I  am hopefu l  tha t  they  w i l l  succeed,  and i t ' s

tak ing  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  t ime to  ge t  the  peop le  in te res ted .

You say  you ' re  hopefu l  tha t  i t  w i l l  succeed.  what  i s  your  cons idered

op in ion  as  to  i t s  p rospec ts?

They can succeed i f  they look at  i t  f rom the standpoint  that  they

are  supposed to  be  serv ing  pr imar i l y  a  communi ty . . .

C iv i c  ac t ion?

Civ ic  endeavor  ins tead o f  to ta l l y  p ro f i t - - they  can makeb pro f i f l ,Tu t -very  1 i t t1e .

Yet they have an element of  r isk in each project  that  they undertake.

I f  tha t  f i r s t  p ro jec t  deve lops  in to  a  success fu l  one,  I  wou ld  say  tha t

i t  w i l l  enhance i t s  g rowth ;  because the  SBA he1ps.  I t ' s  what  we

ca l l  a  _  p rogram.  They  w i l l  have to  pu t ,  depend ing  on  the

type o f  ven ture  tha t  they ' re  f inanc ing ,  10  to  20% of  the  in i t ia l

investment of  that  part icular project  or  any project  they're under-

taking. In turn they can get assistance from SBA for the balance--

B0 or  90% o f  i t .  Bu t  they  s t i l l  have an  e lement  o f  r i sk  o f  the i r  own

in  tha t  par t i cu ' la r  inves tment .

Going back to the under-representat ion of  Mexican Americans in certain

bus inesses ,  you  ta lked  abou t  the  in i t i a l  l ack  o f  cap i ta l .  Do  you

foresee a  change in  th is ,  a  s ign i f i can t  change in  the  fu tu re?
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R: I  see  i t -  I  see  i t  every  day ,  tha t  i t ' s  beg inn ing  to  g row.  As  I  sa id ,

the  young bus inessman tha t  i s  coming in  i s  more  soph is t i ca ted  now.  I t

i s  no t  on ly  the  t rade person tha t  i s  go ing  in to  bus iness  wh ich  was

formerly so.  I t  is  the col lege graduate that is now try ing to f ind

ways  o f  ra is ing  tha t  cap i ta l .  And i t  can  be  ra ised.  And I  see  i t

develop every year a l i t t le more to the point  that  we're gett ing the

better type of  potent ia l  business owner in that  f ie ld.  Before i t

was pr imari ly the t radesman--the plumber wanted to have his own shop.

Wel l ,  he  knew p lumbing ,  the  techn ica l  l ine ,  bu t  he  had no  manager ia l

ski l ls  which are so basic and so important towards the success of  that

bus iness .  Not  on ly  success ,  bu t  rea l l y  to  deve lop  to  a  v iab le

bus inesso no t  jus t  mak ing  a  l i v ing- - to  p rov id ing  employment  fo r  o ther

peop l  e .

Do you think that  there's been any change in the way businesses have

been run in the past by Mexican Americans and now and in the future?

I 'm re fe r r ing  to  the  pro f i t  mot ive .  Do you th ink  in  the  pas t

people have run businesses merely to have a set  income per year

and no t  rea l ' l y  th ink ing  about  g rowth?

Yes.  I  rea l l y  fe l tn  and I ' ve  heard  i t  too  many t imes,  "Why do  I

want to grow beyond my capabi l i t ies? I f  I  do grow, they're going to

s tea l  me b l ind . "  We l l ,  a l l  t ha t  te l l s  me i s  th i s :  tha t  they  lack  the

manager ia l  perspec t ive  to  deve lop  cont ro ls l to  se t  i t  up  and they ' re

on ly  g iv ing  tha t  as  an  excuse .  We l l ,  I  don ' t  ca re  wha t  k ind  o f

bus iness  you ' re  in .  You are  go ing  to  have an  e lement  o f  loss  th rough

p i l fe rage,  r igh t?  I t ' s  par t  o f  the  cos t  o f  do ing  bus iness .  And i f  we

as  Mex ican Amer icans  g ive  tha t  as  an  excuse,  tha t  i s  a  lousy  excuse.

What we need to do is develop the manageria ' l  techniques to minimize

pi l ferage, but not to stunt the growth of  their  endeavor.

t r .
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To deve lop  manager ia l  sk i ' l 1s  as  the  Ang?o Amer icans  have done,  in

other words.

comect-  I 'm sure that they lose money too, but that  doesn' t  stop

them from try ing.

They have a longer range vis ion then?

Correct .

The banks  are  very  impor tan t ,  obv ious ly ,  in  th is  a rea .

The banks ,  in  my op in ion ,  p lay  a  v i ta l  ro le  in  the  deveropment

of  any community.  Their  inf luence towards the chamber,  towards

the Mexican American, towards anX endeavor is of  t remendous

[ impor tance] .  But  my fee l ing  is  tha t  the  Mex ican Amer ican is  no t

wel l  represented within the pr ivate sector--by that  I  mean the

bank ing  and the  f inanc ia l  ins t i tu t ions ,  and even sBA--and the  most

prominent  p ro fess iona l  par t  o f  the  lend ing  bus iness  wh ich  is  the

commercial  loan of f icer.  We have not developed manyo and I  a lways hear

t9

t r .
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thi s : "[,Je don 't have qua'l i  f ied peopl e to do i t. " Somebody

head,  makes the  dec is ion  in  the  h i r ing  prac t ices- -so  we must

an ef for t  to develop that i f  we want i t .  And i t  should be to

bes t  in te res t .

Do you th ink  i t  wou l  d  be  mutua l ' l y  benef ic ia l  ?

at the

exert

thei r

Yes,  s i r .  Because tha t  fe l low w i l l  be  ab le ,  i f  he  has  any  au thor i ty ,

i f  he  becomes a  good loan o f f i cer , to  make dec is ions  tha t  w i l r  be  o f

mutua l  benef i t  to  the  minor i ty  o r  the  Mex ican Amer ican bus inessman,

as  we l ' l  as  to  deve lop  c l ien ts  fo r  tha t  bank .  Because i f  fha t  l t lex ican

bus iness  becomes success fu l  and the  bank  w i l l  ass is t  them wi th  i t s

growth ,  i t ' s  go ing  to  genera te  depos i ts  fo r  tha t  bank .
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that  a re  ou tda ted  in  th is

ac tua l  1y  some d isc r im ina t ion

E:  Do you th ink  the  banks  take  pos i t ions

respec t ,  o t "  do  you th ink  tha t  there ,s

exi  stent?

I  cou ld  no t  rea l l y  accuse them o f  d isc r im ina t ion ,  because I  wou ld

have to get i t  documented, but I  feel  that  the pot icy has been this:

I  feel  that  they have not seen the potent ia l  that  could develop

there,  part icular ly in El  Paso where you have 56% Mexican American.

I  don' t  know what the percentage of  business owners are in the

minor , i t y .  I  know i t ' s  re la t ' i ve ly  low,  bu t  i t ' s  be t te r  than most

communit ies.  I f  they could make tha! grow, i t 's  going to generate more

emp' loyment in El  Paso; and i t rs going to geneiefe more deposi ts for

them. I t 's  going to generate a better mutual  understanding of  our

envi  ronment.

Who do you consider to be the top Mexican Americans cument ly employed

in  E l  Paso banks?

The top posi t ion,  i f  any guy has i t ,  is  Art  eonz{ lez at  the

Southwest  Nat iona l  Bank .  He 's  the  Execut ive  v ice  pres ien t ,  wh ich  is

the second in command in the bank.

Is there anybody in town who even nears th is posi t ion--approximates

i t  fn  impor tance?

No. There are some that have the appearance that they do, but as

far as the author i ty,  and as far  as the power,  there is only one.

There are two prominent men in two of  the largest banks, but they

don ' t  have tha t  v is ib i l i t y .  Joe  Moreno,  who,s  wSth  the  E l  paso

Nat iona l  Bank ,  appears  to  have i t ,  bu t  in  my op in ion  he  doesn ' t .  Maybe

I shoulOrdt sav i t ,  because mayde I  don' t  know enough about i t ,  but

R :

E :
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it  appears to me that way. Take Joe Herrera at  the state Nat ional

Bank-  They ' re  v ice  pres idents ,  yes ,  bu t  no t  w i th  the  au thor i ty

and v is ib i l i t y  tha t  th is  fe l low has  as  Execut ive  v ice  pres ident

o f  one o f  the  la rger  banks .

Obviously the management at  Gonzf, lez 's bank has been somewhat more

farsighted than the others.  Is th is the case?

Yes.  Look  a t  the  Board  o f  D i rec to rs  in  each o f  the  banks .  I f  you , l l

examine the I ist ,  how many Mexican Americans do you f ind on the

Board of  Directors?

How many @ you f ind?

I don' t  see any in the Board of  Directors of  El  paso Nat ional  Bank

[or the]  State Nat ional  Bank. I  do see some in the southwest.  That

te l l s  you  a  lo t  r igh t  there .  They  make po l i cy .  I f  a  guy  is  in

there ,  even i f  he  doesn ' t  w in  h is  a rgument ,  [he  can sa .y ] ,  , ,L is ten ,

I  th ink  we need to  take  a  look  a t  th is ,  a  second look . "  Maybe tha t

Board  w i l l  take  a  l i t i l e  d i f fe ren t  aspec t .  They  pub l ish  the  names

of the of f icers.  Next t ime you see i t ,  check them out.

Tel l  me something about your thoughts regarding the economic inf luence

of Mexican Americans in the past,  the present,  and in the future here

in  E l  Paso .

The economic inf luence of  the Mexican American was pr imari ly in two

or  th ree  ind iv idua ls ,  w i th in  the  pas t  ten  years ,  tha t  were  rea l l y

prominent.  The Gonzl lez fami ly,  which was a farmer;  the peinado as

a contractor.  l , , lho could I  name as the other? The other one, he is

a Mexican American, but probably most people don' t  know that he is

because h is  name is  co l ' l i ns .  That ,s  no t  a  cong lomera te ,  rea l l y .
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So you would say the gonzt ' lez and the peinado,. .

[Thev] have been very inf luent ia l .  That is now changing. l^ le see

now more of  these people;  i t  wi l l  eventual ly grow. There are more

now in ndmbers that  can grow to that  stature.

The po ten t ia l  i s  there .

The potent ia l  is  there now. How many of  them wi l l  surface to that

greatness, we don' t  know. Now we see the Bencomos, Ehey're conr ing;

t l ' 'e  , foe iantos-- thev're up there now.

You think twenty years f rom now, these people wi l l  at ta in the same

pos i t i ons?

I th ink Bencomo and Santos have i t  now.

l i ke  tha t .  The Bencomo sons  are  in  the

Yes.

I  th ink you wi l l  see more

45-year age bracket?

In that  35-year category they have a lot  more potent ia l  now that wi l l

surface in ten years,  i l rey wi l l  be more in that  category.

Cou ld  you name some Mex ican Amer ican bus inessmen and the i r  bus inesses

who have been part icular ly successful  in

of  a id rendered by the SBA?

bus iness  as  a  resu l t

In f ive years there have been a couple of  them that I  thought would

sur face  by  th is  t ime.  They  haven ' t  because o f  pe t ty  misunders tand ings .

I  can ment ion one part icular project ,  I 'm not going to ment ion the name

of the project ;  but  there were three Mexican Americans involved in

i t  and one of  another ethnic background, who started a s izeable venture.

A l l  th ree  appeared to  have qua l i f i ca t ions  to  be  and deve lop  a  v iab le

business, and we helped them considerably.  when i t  got  to the actual

operat ion,  a l l  three wanted to be president;  they started f ight ing

amongst each other on pol icy.  we have not learned the delegat ion of

au thor i ty  and respons ib i l i t y .  Th is  i s  one o f  the  b igges t  p rob lems.
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You th ink  th is  i s  a  charac ter is t i c  o f  the  Mex ican Amer ican?

Yes.  In  any  f ie ld  there  has  to  be  a  hoss  un t i l  he  has  proven

unsuccess fu l .  Then you have the  pr iv i lege  o f  remov ing  h im.  But  as

long as he is there,  he should be respected and given the author i ty

to operate as the President.  There have been other minor businesses

tha t  a re  jus t  f ledg l ing  and cou ld  deve lop  in to  s izeab le  [ones ] ;

they ' re  no t  there  ye t .  I  s t i l l  hope tha t  I  w i l l  see  deve lopment .  I

know o f  one tha t  peop le  don ' t  know o f .  Th is  i s  no t  s t r i c i l y  an  E l

Paso opera t ion .  I t  i s  poss ib ly  the  most  success fu l  bus iness ,  bu t

i t  was not because of  SBA assistance. He operated i t  and was bankrupt

about  s ' i x ,  seven years  ago.  Now he,s  a  mi l l  iona i re .  I t , s  no t

Bencomo or De los Santos.

Have you ever had any feedback from washington on the operation of

the SBA program in West Texas?

hle usual ly get feedback and we cont inual ly t ry to emphasize the

minor i ty  p rogram.  Somet imes i t  appears  tha t  i t ' s  qu i te  a  1 ip

serv ice ,  bu t  i t rs  rea l l y  a  tough program to  se l l  and fo r  peop le

to  unders tand how i t  opera tes ,  bas ica l l y  because we dea l  in  inves t -

ments.  I t  is  not  a wel fare program or a wel fare agency. There has to

be an exposure of  r isk through equi ty investment on the part  of  the

minor i t ies - -wh ich  in  many cases  the  minor i t ies  have no t  been ab le  to  see.

I f  he 's  go ing  to  be  a  bus inessman,  he  be t te r  learn  tha t rbecause every

t ime he  makes a  dec is ionrhe  takes  a  r i sk .  0n  the  o ther  s ide ,  the

Ang lo  communi ty  fee ls  tha t  the  agency  is  s t r i c t l y  fo r  the  minor i t ies .

Th is  i s  no t  so .  Our  scope o f  respons ib i i i t y  and ass is tance is  to  the

ent i re  smal l  bus iness  comnun i ty  o f  the  na t iono wh ich  is  de termined by

s ize  s tandards ,  vary ing  by  types  o f  bus iness ,  genera l l y  speak ing .

For  re ta i l  and  serv ice  type ,  one mi l l ion  gross  sa les  is  the  [s tandard ] ;
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fo r  manufac tur ing ,  250 employees i  fo r  who lesa l ing ,  5  mi l l ion .

Now tha t  i s  in  the  process  o f  chang ing  because o f  in f la t ion ,  and

i t  is  now before Congress to be changed. Those size standards wi l l

be increased to keep up with the changes that are taking place now.

In  the  course  o f  the  N ixon admin is t ra t ionrup  un t i l  Pres ident  Ford

took over,  d id you see any change in at t i tude toward the SBA?

Yes. I  can look at  i t  f rom my own distr ict .  We are part  of  the

Lubbock  d is t r i c t ,  wh ich  encompasses  87  count ies .  In  
. l968 ,  

the  to ta l

loans  fo r  the  who le  d is t r i c t  were  a  l i t t le  be t te r  than $4  mi l l ion .

In  1969,  the  to ta l  loan  vo ' lume was a  l i t t le  be t te r  than $B mi l l ion .

Th is  was pr imar i l y  due to  one th ing .  A t  tha t  po in t ,  most  o f  the

loans  tha t  were  be ing  made were  w i th  d i rec t  loans ,  d i rec t  monsy ,  o r

direct  funds of  the SBA that Congress had appropr iated for that  use.

There's no way that Congress could appropr iate enough money to take

care  o f  the  smal l  bus iness  needs.  No way,  they  cou ld  never  do  i t .

Bu t  what  he  has  done,  dur ing  tha t  admin is t ra t ionrwe have t r ied  to

use and cu l t i va te  the  banks  to  be  more  respons ive  to  us ing  the

SBA on what we cal I our Guarantee Program. We can guarantee up to

90% or $350,000 whichever is the greater amount;  and thereby, a greater

vo lume o f  loans  are  be ing  made,  and the  Smal l  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion

is  ge t t ing  be t te r  he1p.  I  don ' t  say  tha t  the  program has  reached i t s

peak- - I  donr t  th ink  i t  w i l l  ever  do  so .  But  I  do  fee l  tha t  i t  has

grown a  lo t  to  th is  po in t .  In  our  d is t r i c t  we make about  $+O mi l l ion ,

in exeess of  $40 mi l l ion.  So what we have exper ienced, depending on

what year you take, f ive to ten t imes lend-growth.  To whose

benef i t? The smal l  business community,  r ight?

That  i s  very  impress ive .  Wi thout  go ing  in to  persona l i t ies ,  w i th in

the last  few months there have been some revelat ions about ihe i ' l ' ixon

E:



RAMI REZ 25

R:

administrat iorbatt i tudes toward Hi lary Sandoval  in his last  few months.

l , l l as  th is  more  or  less ,  in  your  op in ion ,  an  a t tempt  by  the  admin is t ra -

t ion  to  impose the i r  own person,  o r  d id  i t  re f lec t  a  d is i l lus ionment

with the ent i re idea of  having a Mexican Amerfcan in a prominent

pos i t ion?  was a  change o f  emphas is  on  the  par t  o f  the  admin is t ra t ion?

I  rea l l y  don ' t  th ink  so .  H i la ry  never  revea led  to  me the  rea l  reason

why he was removed, or i f  he was removed or i f  he resigned. I  don' t

know that part Oeciuse ne never related that to me.

0f course, Senator Montoya made the statement.

Yes ,  bu t  I  th ink ,  w i th  a l l  respec t  to  the  Senator ,  he  misused tha t

in fo rmat ion .  Even i f  i t  were  t rue ,  I  th ink  i t  was  the  wrong th ing

to say,  for  th is reason: He was try ing to get back at  the Nixon

administrat ion and i t  hurt  the people of  El  Paso, because the people

o f  E l  Paso have H i la ry  in  a  h igh  regard .  A lso  i t  hur t  h is  fami ' l y

in  par t i cu la r .  H i la ry  kept  a  lo t  o f  th ings  tha t  he  never  wou ld  te l l

anyone.  I  donr t  know i f  he  ever  to ld  h is  fami ly  what  ac tua l l y

happened.  I  don ' t  know i f  he  was ac tua l l y  f i red  or  i f  he  res igned.

My understanding was that he resiEned. I  could not vouch one way

or the other.  But I  th ink that  Montoya was try ing to use that as a

po] i t i ca l  ' l everage 
aga ins t  the  present  admin is t ra t ion ,  wh ich  is

Republ ican. I t  should never have been used. What di f ference does

i t  mat te r ,  par t i cu la r ly  i f  the  person is  a l ready  deceased and cannot

de fend h imse l f  and the  fam' i l y  i s  s t i l l  l i v ing  here? I  th ink  i t  was

a wrong po ' l i t i ca l  m isuse o f  in fo rmat ion  whether  l the  in fo rmat ion ]

was r igh t  o r  wrong.

I 'd  l i ke  to  go  in to  the  f ina l  phase o f  th is  in te rv iew.  Th is  has  to

do w i th  the  upcoming B icentenn ia l  and your  a t t i tudes  as  a  Mex ican

American toward i t .  With regard to the founding fathers of  th is
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country--Washington, Jef ferson, Madison, Hamil ton--how do you relate

to them as a Mexican American in 1975? Looking back at  what the

history books cal l  "our"  forefathers in 1775, what are your thoughts

on  th is?

My op in ion  is  tha t  they  s t i l1  had grea t  v is ion ;  bu t  I  a lso  fee l  tha t - -

and I 'm no t  as  we l l  read in  Mex ican h is to ry  as  I  am in  Amer ican

h is to ry - - tha t  there  were  peop le  a lso  on  our  s ide  tha t  had jus t  as

broad a v is ion.  The on' ly th in$ is that  we have grown up with the facts that
-

these are  "our "  fo re fa the ia ;  and g iea t ;  pGrhaps they  ar -e ,  b t t  I  c lon ' t  th jnk

the Anglo sees them [as]  the forefathers of  the Mexican American.

Th is  i s  the  on ly  th ing  I  th ink  i s  wrong.  They  s t i11  th ink :  "They ' re

our  fo re fa thers  bu t  no t  the  Mex ican Amer icans ' . "  I  th ink  they

have tha t  fee l ing .  Yet ,  my parents ,  I  don ' t  th ink  even though they

l ive herersay they are our forefathers.  I t  is  the generat ion that

grew up here,  that  was born and raised here,  that  has to examine this

in his own way.

Would you use the term "founding fathers" more than " forefathers?"

Would that  be preferable?

Yes,  perhaps  so .  Pre ferab ly .  I  th ink  the i r  idea ls  were  grea t .  I

they  s t i11  app ly  today .  I  s t i l l  t h ink  tha t  i f  p rac t i ced ,  they 'd

go today. Let 's face i t ,  the greed of  business is great land the greed

of business and the prof i t  mot ive somet imes gets us away from those

pr inc ip les  o f  hones ty ,  in tegr i t y ,  and fe l lowsh ip  towards  the  o ther  rndn. *

When i t  comes to a quest ion of  patr iot ism, what are your thoughts on

your patr iot ism to the United States?

I t ' s  my mother  land.  I  do  respec t  M5x ico ,  too .

In what sense?
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In the respect that they hgve given me a lot to be proud of, too. My

father,  my mother came from there-- their  h istory that  is behind us

and the  cu l tu ra l  her i tage.

Do you main ta in  any  po l i t i ca l  a f f i l i d t ion?

None.

So i t ' s  exc l  us ive ly  cu l  tu ra l  ?

Correct .

Do you cons ider  i t  a  deep cu l tu ra l  fee l ing?

I  do  persona l ly  have a  deep cu l tu ra l  fee l ing .  I  fee l  tha t  I  shou ld

real ' ly  apply mysel f  to study more of  the cul ture.  Probably I  would

apprec ia te  i t  more .  But  I  s t i l l  fee l  tha t  my a l leg iance is  to  th is

countryo and I  should do everything to improve what 's in th is country--

par t i cu la r ' l y  tha t  lo t  wh ich  app l ies  to  my e thn ic  peop le .

As regards the pr inciples upon which this country was founded and the

history of  the nat ion i tsel f ,  what do you teach your chi ldren? Have

you ever  ta lked  to  your  ch i ld ren  about  th is?

R: Yes. I  t ry to encourage them to speak Spanish. They did not learn i t

when they were youngsters. As they grew up they became more aware.

Yet,  on the other hand, they wanted to go to school  at  Ysleta High

ins tead o f  o ther  h igh  schoo ls .  I  fee l  tha t  I  have no t  been as

' in f luent ia l  in  te l ' l i ng  them o f  the  r i chness  and her i tage tha t  they  have

by being Mexican American. Now they are beginning to learn i t  on

tbeir  own. I  can see that they are more interested in i t  than i f  I

had real ly t r ied to push them to learn i t .  They are t ry ing to f ind

out more. They are even try ing to learn the language. When I  t r ied

to te l l  them as l i t t le k ids,  you know what my youngs-ters used to te l l

me? "Look ,  I 'm  no  Mex ican .  I  don ' t  l i ve  in  Ju6rez . "
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E: You 've  a lways  seen b i l ingua l ism [as  be ing  impor tan t ]  and your

are beginning to see i t  as important?

Ri sht  -

Mr.  Ramirez,  th is has been a rewarding interview and I  want to

you very much.

ch i ' l  dren

thank

R:
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I  have enjoyed talk ing to you. I  hope I  have not hurt  anyone by what

I ' ve  sa id .  Those were  my fee l ings  w i th  no  mal ice  to  anyone.  I t ' s  jus t

the  way tha t  I  look  a t  th ings .

Thank  you ,  s i r .
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