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What class are you dreading this semester and why? 

Alexis Ramirez
Freshman social work major
“I am dreading biology because in high 
school I took biology and anatomy but I 
really hated it.”

Lilliana Valdespino
Junior electrical engineering major
“The class I’m dreading the most is electric 
circuits because a lot of  students fail the 
course and end up switching majors; hope-
fully I’m not one of  them.”

Bryan Guajardo
Freshman engineering major
“I am dreading philosophy because I was 
told there is a lot of  writing in that class.”

Yussef Luna
Junior political science major
“I’m dreading intro to public administration 
because it’s online. It’s probably not the 
best idea, and you have to write a bunch of  
papers and volunteer.”

Mariel Palacios
Freshman industrial engineering major
“I am dreading chemistry the most because 
I’ve never been good at it.”

Marcela Zacarias
Freshman business and dance major
“Jazz and rock because the book is 
expensive.”

Aaron Sanchez
Junior psychology major
“Organismal biology, because I’m having to 
retake it so I’ll have to put more effort into 
it this time around.”

jonathan Picado
Freshman civil engineering major
“The class I’m dreading the most is prob-
ably political science because the professor 
seems a little weird and the class is huge.”

Brandon Walter
Freshman computer science major
“I am taking calculus I but I really hate 
math.”

Adam Lares
Junior biology major
“Physics II because the professor seems 
to be demanding a lot and is a bit old-
fashioned.”

Bianca Arciniega
Junior communication major
“The class I’m probably dreading the most 
is geology because I’m not good at science 
and it’s not even close to my major.”

Valeria Altamirano
Junior electrical engineering major
“The class I’m dreading the most is physics, 
due to the fact that the professor isn’t the 
best but he’s the only one that teaches it so 
I have to take it.”

Kevin Guerra
Freshman geology major
“I am dreading pre-cal because I am not 
really good with numbers and I hate math.”

David Esparza
Freshman biology major
“Chemistry because I am not really looking 
forward to the sheer length of  the class, 
since it is much more time consuming in 
comparison to my other classes.”

Karina Ramirez
Freshman biology major
“My history class–history 1301, I’m bad at 
history and I don’t know how it’s going to go 
for me. It’s probably my weakest subject.”

Manuel Lucero
Sophomore,electrical engineering major
“The class I think I’m going to struggle with 
the most is differential equations because I 
took it last semester, but I had to drop the 
class since it was hard. I’m taking it again 
and I’m going to try my best.”

Daniela Almeraz
Junior pre-nursing major
“The class I’m most dreading is political 
science because I did the second part first, 
instead of  the first part. I had Gutierrez and 
he was hardcore, so I’m hoping I do well 
in this.”

Quetzani Montano-Sevilla
Junior multimedia journalism major
“The class I’m most dreading is my math 
class because I haven’t taken a math course 
in five years.”

Cristobal Medina
Sophomore electrical engineering major
“Physics 2421 because this class, mainly 
the professor, is one of  the heardest and 
has the hardest test and is demanding more 
this year.”

David Tanner
Freshman anthropology major
“I’m dreading math the most because I’ve 
always sucked at math and never been 
good at it.”

adrian broaddus, andres martinez, sergio zamora  / The Prospector
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BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

To commemorate the beginning of 
the school year, the Office of Student 
Life is putting on its annual welcome 
back festival to greet new and re-
turning students. 

The celebration will take place the 
first two weeks of classes, Aug. 24 
through Sept. 4. 

Miner Welcome will have booths 
and events all around campus, in-
cluding the Student Centennial 
Plaza, Union Plaza and the Recre-
ational Center. Students who attend 
will be able to learn more about 
campus, participate in motivational 
activities and free games to kick off 
the school year.

“We want to get people, especially 
new students, out there and to other 
places on campus they may not visit 
otherwise,” said Mallory Garcia, coor-
dinator in the Office of Student Life. 
“We want to provide students a vari-
ety of adventures so they can really 
come together.”

This year, Miner Welcome will 
feature a variety of new games and 
events, including a dunk tank, a car-
nival hosted by the Green DoOneTh-
ing Initiative and booths set up by dif-
ferent departments around campus. 
Students will be able to dunk their 
friends and any volunteering UTEP 
staff, get educated about the different 

departments on campus and play a 
variety of games. 

“This semester, we wanted to in-
corporate other campus offices, like 
Student Government Association, 
Student Engagement and Leadership 
Center, the Division of Student Affairs 
and Rec Sports,” Garcia said. “One 
thing to note is this happens during 
both semesters, but this semester’s 
will be bigger and better than the 
spring’s, with much improvement.”

Other events include a Zumba 
party, yoga, creating tie-dye shirts, 
a pep rally and The Game of Life, 
Miners’ edition. There will also be 
live music, a food truck and both 
water and dry slides. 

In the past, the welcome back fes-
tivities were held for one week only, 
but the Office of Student Life decided-
to extend it and include more events.

“Sometimes students decide not to 
check out any of the events hosted 
during welcome week because they 
are trying to get accommodated to 
their new schedule,” Garcia said. 
“Something new we started in the 
spring was expanding it to the first 
two week of classes, and with it being 
two weeks, the students have the op-
portunity to use the second week to 
come check it out.”

The first week will focus on differ-
ent registered student organizations 
and departments at UTEP, finding 
your classes and Minerpalooza at the 
end of the week, and the second will 

feature more games and activities for 
the students’ enjoyment. 

Garcia said she believes attending 
events like these can have a positive 
impact on students. 

“It can really give them a true col-
lege experience, and having it in 
the Centennial Plaza shows them 
campus is truly their space,” Garcia 
said. “Even though we will be hav-
ing events there, students can still sit 
out on the grass to study, read a book, 
meet with their friends and just enjoy 
the excitement.”

The Office of Student Life plans 
to expand Miner Welcome each 
year and continue to add new and 
exciting events. 

“We are continuously growing 
more and more each year,” Garcia 
said. “We want to show students new 
units on campus and help them enjoy 
the Centennial Plaza now that the 
construction has made campus more 
pedestrian friendly.”

Each day will have its own theme, 
including Throwback Thursday, Mo-
tivational Monday, Chill Fest and Or-
ange Friday. 

For more information about Wel-
come Week, contact the Office of 
Student Life at 747-5648, or visit 
their Facebook page to view the 
complete schedule. 

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com

Miner Welcome expanded to two weeks as fall begins

BY EDITORIAL STAFF
The Prospector

Minerpalooza, the traditional 
UTEP fall semester celebration, will 
turn 25 this Friday, Aug. 28, as the 
semester begins. Games, obstacle 
courses, a variety of food and live 
music are all offered during the 
event, which has attracted close to 
30,000 people in the past. 

Located in the P-9 parking lot on 
the UTEP campus, Minerpalooza 
has offered entertainment to both 
students and the general public for 
every beginning of the fall semester 
for the last 25 years. The event has 
expanded with each year. This time 
around, the musical line-up in-
cludes Scott Melker aka The Melker 
Project, Ribo Flavin’, Mariachi Los 
Mineros and Allegro Dance Team.

Black Eyed Peas band member 
Taboo will be headlining the event. 
The performances will start at 6 in 
the evening. 

The food options at Minero-
palooza include cotton candy, 
churros, funnel cakes, hamburgers, 
hot dogs, nachos, chicharrones, 
spiced cucumber slices and turkey 

legs. There will also be a beer and 

wine garden. 

To honor the 25-year anniver-

sary, 5,000 hot dogs will be sold 

for 25 cents. 

Tickets are required for all games 

and obstacle courses. A family-

friendly area will be allocated inside 

of Kidd Field from 6 to10 p.m. 

The UTEP football team will host 

a meet-and-greet at the Larry K. 

Durham Center from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 

Free parking around campus 

starts at 5 p.m. The Glory Road 

parking garage will be charging $10, 

but all other parking lots will be free 

of charge. ADA shuttle services will 

be available at parking lots S-3 and 

P-9 until 12:30 a.m.

For more information, please visit 

Minerpalooza.com or call the Of-

fice of Student Life at 915-747-5648.

25 years of Minerpalooza

flyer courtesy office of student life
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Javier cortez, 747-7477

Five questions for this semester in sports

By Javier Cortez
The Prospector

Every new school year produces 
interesting headlines that resonate 
around campus. Whether it is a new 
professor, campus construction, etc. 
In sports, the same applies; the stand-
out freshman, negligent coaches, and 
player suspensions. 

With all the changes that a new 
school year brings, it’s fair to ask 
questions. Will Aaron Jones improve 
off his stellar sophomore season? Will 
the women’s basketball team bounce 
back this year? This semester is not 
about telling you what athletes to 
watch or must-see games. Instead, 
this semester is about the five most 
intriguing story lines surrounding the 
athletes, coaches and teams. 

      5. Tim Floyd

The Question: Will Floyd catch a 
break this season?

To put it bluntly, coach Floyd’s 
tenure as the men’s basketball coach 
here at UTEP has been riddled with 
disappointment. The odd thing is 
that the disappointment has come 

in ways that cannot always be attrib-
uted to Floyd. 

Sure, Floyd’s team has underper-
formed at times, but sometimes luck 
has not been on his side. Everything 
under the sun has happened to 
Floyd’s players, injuries, expulsions, 
poor grades, etc. Floyd could incur 
some of the blame, simply because he 
recruited these players. 

But you have to wonder if Floyd will 
ever have the same team he starts the 
season with by the end of the season. 
Can this man catch a break?

The Answer: Apparently not
The start of the season is more than 

a month away and the Miners have 
already taken a big hit to their ros-
ter. Junior center Matt Willms’ health 
status for this season is still up in the 
air. The big man has a stress fracture 
in his right foot. Anyone who follows 
basketball knows that 7-footers with 
foot injuries do not end well. 

Coupled with the Willms’ injury is 
the possible academic ineligibility of 
sophomore guard Omega Harris. The 
Oklahoma native has not been official-
ly ruled out for the season, but consid-
ering Floyd’s luck, you never know. 

4. Holly Watts
The Question: Third years a charm 

for coach Watts?
Entering her third year as head 

coach of the UTEP volleyball team, 
Holly Watts is due for a breakout 
season or some sort of upswing. Af-
ter five years as an assistant coach at 
Florida State, Watts 2013-14 Miners 
finished two games under .500 at 14-
16 and a 9-4 home record. 

Last season the Miners lost key 
contributors to graduation and injury 
and won an infantile six games. The 
Miners won one game at home and 
despite their relentless effort, were 
rarely competitive in match play. 

The Miners are coming off mini-
mal losses and are returning plenty of 
players that started or were in rotation 
last season. Will that be enough for 
the Miners to post a winning record?

The Answer: On the cusp of decency  
The Miners will have a large im-

provement this year in terms of wins 

and production, but they will still 
struggle. Don’t expect the Miners 
to be in contention for a conference 
title, let alone an NCAA tournament 
berth. The Miners will at least double 
their wins from last season and may 
even triple that. 

Key returners; junior setter Lind-
sey Larson, sophomore outside hitter 
Colleen Coessens, and senior out-
side hitter Talia Jones will all play a 
big role in the Miners improvement. 
More importantly for entertainment 
purposes the Miners will be a better 
home team that invites a good home 
crowd, rather then the muted crowd 
from last season. 

3. UTEP football
The Question: Was last year a fluke?
Last season, the Miners had their 

first winning season in nine years. 
The Miners squeaked out seven wins 
to finish the year one game over .500. 
For a program that does not have a 
history of winning, last season was a 
pleasant surprise. 

At the end of the day though, a 7-6 
record is nothing to brag about. The 
combined record of the seven teams 
that the Miners beat last season was 

29-55. The Miners were a middle of 
the pack team last season; they lost to 
predominantly decent teams and beat 
predominantly bad teams. So will the 
Miners be good or bad this season? 

The Answer: The same
The Miners’ loss of Jameill Show-

ers, Wesley Miller and Eric Tom-
linson could hurt the Miners this 
season. At the same time, the return 
of Autrey Golden, Roy Robertson-
Harris and Aaron Jones bodes well 
for the Miners. 

In short, the Miners will be deficient 
in the positions where they lost play-
ers and good in the positions where 
players are coming back. The mixed 
bag of talent should equal five to eight 
wins. Anything below or above that 
range would be a disappointment or 
a surprise. 

2. Women’s Tennis
The Question: How many coaches 

will the team have this school year? 
Coaching changes happen all the 

time in sports, but you would be hard 
pressed to find a coaching carousel 
such as the one found in UTEP wom-
en’s tennis. Since the 2009-10 sea-
son, the women’s program has gone 
through five coaches. Four of them 
have come in the last 20 months. 

Not one coach since Victor Agui-
lar, who coached from 2010-2012, 
has been with the team for more than 
one season. The program desperately 
needs some stability at the head posi-
tion. Will the revolving door of head 
coaches continue? If so, how long? 

The Answer: To infinity and beyond
The newest coach of the women’s 

tennis team is Roberto Aspillaga. 
Who comes from Stephen F. Aus-
tin State University in Nacogdoches, 
Texas. Who knows if Aspillaga is 
any different? The odds are that As-
pillaga will last a season or two, but a 
long-lasting tenure with the program 
seems far-fetched. 

Going by recent history, the wom-
en’s tennis team will probably have a 
new coach by the start of the 2016-17 
school year. 

1. Track and Field

The Question: Who will replace An-
thony Rotich? 

UTEP track and field has a never-
ending supply of great athletes that 
compete at Kidd Field, but it’s not 
every day that you come across a 10-
time All American such as Anthony 
Rotich. He was the face of UTEP ath-
letics for the last four years. 

He basically won everything and 
anything you can imagine at the col-
legiate level. He won four national 
championships and broke dozens of 
conference and school records while 
he was at it. How can you replace 
someone like him? 

The Answer: Take your pick
UTEP currently does not have any-

one who boasts the same resume as 
Rotich, but give it time. The men’s and 
women’s program both have a long 
list of talent and a slew of incoming 
talent every year. Rotich was not the 
first collegiate great to wear orange 
and blue and he will certainty not be 
the last. 

Javier Cortez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com. 

Michaela Roman / The Prospector
Aaron Jones (left), Angela Cutaia (middle), and Cameasha Turner (right) are three of the top athletes returning to action this semester in their respective sports.



August 25, 2015
| 16 | SPORTS THEPROSPECTOR

Miners  up  and  down  i n  weekend  debu t

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS 
The Prospector

The Miners have never started the 
season with an 0-2 record under 
head coach Kevin Cross and Sun-
day, Aug. 23 was no exception as the 
Miners defeated Abilene Christian, 
1-0, with a game-winning header in 
the 80th minute by senior Captain 
Angela Cutaia. 

The forward scored off a Carleigh 
Simmons corner kick, and the Lady 
Miners finished the weekend by 
breaking .500 with the victory.

On Friday, Aug. 21, the Miners fell 
to the Eastern Washington Eagles (2-
1), which would snap their 10-match 
winning streak (9-1-0) in season 
openers. Junior Bri Barreiro scored 
the first goal for the Miners; however, 
the Eagles responded with two unan-

swered goals and dominated the Min-
ers in shooting 20-11, leading to the 
Miners’ first loss.

While hosting Abilene Christian, 
the Miners dominated the offensive 
side of the ball. The Miners had 18 
shots, eight of them on goal, which 
left the Miners with the better side of 
an offensive possession for the match. 
After the goal by Cutaia, coach Cross 
said the team succeeded in redeeming 
themselves from Friday’s opener.

“We had more pressure on the ball  
and played with a lot more energy 
even on a hotter day,” Cross said. “We 
played with a lot more intensity and 
played a lot more like ourselves. It 
looked more like UTEP soccer, what 
we’re used to seeing. Friday we had 
jitters and it wasn’t right on Friday, 
but (Sunday) it looked good.”

Prior to her game-winning goal, 
Cutaia had seven shots against the 
Wildcats, and it was not until the 80th 
minute that the captain for the Min-
ers headed the goal. 

“Before the corner kick, me and 
(Jeanna Mullen) looked at each other 
and said ‘this is it,’” Cutaia said. “The 
ball was up and the goalie tapped it 
out and I put it back in. Immediately I 
thought ‘yes, finally.’”

Cutaia, the Miners’ returning lead-
ing scorer from last season (eight 
goals), saw positive changes immedi-
ately from her squad since their loss 
on Friday. 

“We made some changes on how we 
are playing certain positions and that 
helped us a lot,” Cutaia said. “Before 
we wouldn’t have a lot of people up 
in our attack, and that was something 
we always struggled with, but today 

was a completely different story. We 
so many people up, so it was a lot dif-
ferent and ended up really good.”

A major storyline for the Miners is 
their newest addition at goalkeeper, 
freshman Alyssa Palacios. According 
to UTEP Athletics, in Friday’s loss 
against the Eagles, Palacios recorded 
10 saves, which ties the record for 
most saves by a Miner freshman in 
her debut game.

Junior forward Aleah Davis be-
lieves that Palacios fills the role as 
goalkeeper effectively and efficiently.

“Alyssa is unreal; she’s unbeliev-
able,” Davis said. “Coming into the 
summer, she worked her butt off in 
conditioning and in practice. We’ve 
all noticed how hard she’s worked, 
and she’s awesome. Coming in and 
being told you are going to start must 
be extremely nerve wracking, I’m 
sure. For her to come and perform 
how she did was amazing. She’s going 
to continue to grow and be awesome 
for the team.”

Against Abilene Christian, Pala-
cios saw a dramatic change in the 
defense’s play. Palacios finished with 
three saves, while the defense allowed 
10 shots, opposed to the 20 shots they 
allowed against Eastern Washington. 

“We all communicated a lot better, 
and throughout the game our com-
munication stood out,” Palacios said. 
“Last game we gave them way too 
much space on Friday, but today when 
we planned to set, we all set, which 
didn’t give (Abilene) enough time to 
do anything. On Friday, when our 
communication stopped, we became 
disorganized. We realized we needed 
to keep talking to each other through-

out the game. This game we did and 
we stayed a lot more organized.”

As a newcomer, Palacios has per-
sonal expectations she wants to 
achieve throughout the season.

“The more games I get under my 
belt, the more comfortable I’ll be on 
the field,” Palacios said. “I already felt 
more comfortable today than Friday. 
The more my defense and I are work-
ing together, the more we get com-
fortable with each other.”

Despite the rocky start to the sea-
son, Davis has high hopes for the 
young squad, which saw six fresh-
men making their college soccer de-
but this weekend.

“We’ve had a very young freshman 
class, but they’ve all stepped up,” Da-
vis said. “Carleigh (Simmons) and 
Payton (Ross) both came in starting 
and played nearly a full 90. I’m sure 
no one could tell, if they didn’t have 
a roster, that they’re freshman. If we 
continue to be positive and keep our 
team identity in mind, all of our ac-
complishments in mind, I think we’re 
going to do fine.” 

Next, the Miners go on the road to 
face Houston Baptist on Aug. 28 and 
Texas State on Aug. 30. Now look-
ing forward, Cutaia and the Miners 
will use the lessons learned from this 
weekend as a stepping-stone on the 
road.

“We will use all the things we did 
well; taking the things we got from 
Friday – the things we didn’t do so 
well on,” Cutaia said. “We want to 
keep this momentum going.” 

Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com. 

andres martinez / The Prospector
Junior Nicole Lindsay gives an impromptu speech to her teammates at half time of their match against the Eastern Washington Eagles.

University Field offers “new and improved” artificial turf

By Luis Gonzalez
The Prospector

The UTEP women’s soccer team 
kicked off a new season this weekend 
at home in front of their fans and on a 
brand-new playing surface. The natu-
ral grass that had been at University 
Field since its inauguration in 2006, 
was replaced this summer by artificial 
turf. The debate about what playing 
surface is most prevalent in sports, 
particularly in soccer, versus the cost 
of having natural grass and maintain-
ing it at an elite level with the type of 
traffic University Field experiences 
throughout the year was simply too 
much for the university.

“It costs a lot of money to maintain 
natural grass,” said David Kooger, 
director of athletic compliance at 
UTEP. “And we had a lot of under-
lying problems with soil, with the 

drainage, with the irrigation, which 
made it really difficult to keep them 
the way we wanted to.”

Kooger estimated that in order to 
fix the underlying problems that had 
prevented the field at University Field 
to be at an elite level, UTEP would 
have had to spend around $300,000. 
That amount did not include what it 
would cost to maintain it once better 
grass could be grown.

Maintenance of a natural grass field 
is not easy or cheap. Irrigation, fer-
tilization and mowing are only some 
of the things that go into the process. 
The frequency with which University 
Field is used makes it even harder and 
also played an important role in the 
decision to implement artificial turf.

“The amount of traffic that is on 
university field is very high,” Kooger 
said. “A lot of people use that field. It 
is very difficult to maintain a good, 

nice, athletic grass field when there’s 
that much traffic.”

The women’s soccer team, which 
practices and plays at University 
Field, is not the only ones who use 
it. The UTEP men’s club soccer team 
uses it to practice and play and some-
times intramurals will be held there 
as well.

“If you go to another university, 
maybe a bigger university, they’ll 
have a practice field and a game field,” 
Kooger said. “Part of the reason their 
game field looks so nice is because 
they don’t have anybody on it, they 
only use it for games. We don’t have 
that luxury here, we only have one 
field and that field is for everybody.”

The new turf on University Field is 
one of the best that technology has 
to offer and counteracts some of the 
major concerns that athletes have 
when dealing with artificial turf. Ac-

cording to Kooger, the increase in 
injury probability and excessive heat 
due to the material turf is made out 
of should not be factors thanks to the 
technology FieldTurf, which is the 
company that installed the field.

FieldTurf Revolution CoolPlay 
is the name of the new turf. It is 
made with a layer of sand and rub-
ber, covered/dressed by a layer of 
organic cork.

“A lot of normal artificial fields 
have black rubber as their dresser,” 
Kooger said. 

“Black rubber obviously absorbs a 
lot of heat, the cork does not absorb 
nearly as much heat…the tempera-
ture will be about he same as a natural 
grass field.”

Over the last five years, there have 
been plenty of studies regarding the 
correlation of injuries due to artificial 
turf by different parties, with vary-
ing results. In 2012, the NFL Injury 
and Safety Panel published a study 
in which MCL and ACL sprains oc-
curred 22 percent and 67 percent 
more frequently than on natural 
grass, respectively. According to 
FIFA, the governing body of profes-
sional soccer, there is no significant 
difference between playing on natural 
grass and artificial turf when it ap-
plies to injuries.

According to Kooger, UTEP was 
presented with studies done by Field-
Turf that suggested injuries occurred 
less on their types of fields.  

“The technology so far in the past 
five years, that back in the day, play-
ing on artificial turf was like playing 
on carpet,” Kooger said. “To say you 

get more injured in artificial turf is 

mostly a misnomer.”

When it comes to the game actu-

ally being played, UTEP women’s 

soccer has little to no complaints. 

Head coach Kevin Cross was not 

only happy with the technology that 

will maintain the field at a natural 

temperature, but also with how it has 

seemed to affect the game. Artificial 

turf is known for affecting the speed 

and bounce of the ball, but so far it 

has seemed natural to Cross.

“We’re very pleased,” Cross said. 

“I was pleased with the way the ball 

rolled, it’s pretty similar to grass.”

There are many who believe arti-

ficial turf is the future of the sports. 

There are also those who believe 

there will never be anything like play-

ing on natural grass. In UTEP’s case, 

the positives seemed to outweigh the 

negatives when making the decision 

to change the playing surface at Uni-

versity Field.

“There’s pros and cons to playing 

turf,” said UTEP junior defender Al-

exa Bain. “But I think we’ll be used it, 

it’s better than our old field for sure, 

so I’m excited to play on it.”

Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospectordaily.

sports@gmail.com.

sergio zamora/ The Prospector
A view from from the stands of the newly renovated University Field, which is made out of artificial turf.
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