
University of Texas at El Paso University of Texas at El Paso 

ScholarWorks@UTEP ScholarWorks@UTEP 

Combined Interviews Institute of Oral History 

6-3-1975 

Interview no. 162 Interview no. 162 

Frank Parga Jr. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews 

 Part of the Oral History Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Interview with Frank Parga Jr. by Richard Estrada, 1975, "Interview no. 162," Institute of Oral History, 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Institute of Oral History at ScholarWorks@UTEP. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Combined Interviews by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UTEP. 
For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu. 

https://scholarworks.utep.edu/
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/oral_history
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F162&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1195?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F162&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F162&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu


U|\ I IVERSITY OF

I NSTITUTI

TTXAS AT EL PASO

OF ORAL HISTORY

Frank  Parga ,  J r .

R icha rd  Es t rada

June 3 - 1975

INTERVI EI, IEE:

INTERViEI^JER:

PROJECT:

DATE OF INTERVIEt^l :

TERMS OF USE:

TAPE NO. :

TRANSCRIPT NO. :

Un re str i  cte d

162

162

BIOGRAPHICAL SYNOPSIS ( )F  INTERVIEWEE:

I nsu rance  agen t  i n  E l  Paso .

S|J I ' IMARY 0F INTERVIETI :

B iog raphy ;  expe r i ences
Ch i canos  i n  bus iness ;
v i ews  on  ass im i l a t ' i on .

a t  Texas  Wes te rn  Co1 ' l ege ,  1961 -1965 ;
exper iences  w i th  the  Na t iona l  Guard ;

Leng tho f  . i n t e r v . i ew :  45  m inu tes Length of  t ranscr i  p t :  25-  paq-e-s



FRANK PARGA, i lr .
by Ri  chard Estrada

June  3 ,  1975

Mr. Parga, where were you born?

In El  Paso.

t,lhe n?

August  22,  I94L.

t lho are your  parents?

Franc i sco  and  So f ia  Pa rga .

Wha t  i s  t he  occupa t ion  o f  you r  f a the r?

My  dad  i s  a  se rv i ceman  w i th  Texas  App l i ances .

And your  mom?

Housew i  f e .

How many ch i ldren were there in  your  fami ' ly?

F i  ve .

Where  d i d  you  f i t  i n?

I  was  the  o ldes t  one .

Where d id you at tend e l  ementary schoo' l  ?

I  went  to  Bur leson Elementary,  and then f rom there I  went  to  Jef ferson

Hi  gh School  .

About  what  years were these?

Sta r ted  schoo l  i n  L947 ,  and  I  g radua ted  f rom h iqh  schoo l  i n  1960 .

Were  the re  any  teachers  o r  au tho r i t y  f i gu res  i n  e lemen ta ry  schoo l  t ha t

you  reca l1  espec ia l ' l y  we l l  and  who  may  have  had  a  pos i t i ve  o r  nega t i ve

i n f l uence  on  you?

P:  I  don ' t  know abou t  e lemen ta ry ,  I  can ' t  r emember  anybody ' i n  e lemen ta ry .

Jun io r  h i gh  I  d i d .

D id  these  peop le  i n f l uence  you  i n  a  pos i t i ve  manner?

I  wou ld  have  t o  say  i n  j un io r  h i gh ,  yes .

D .

E:

D .

P:

E :

t r .
L .

P:



E:

P :

FRANK PARGA.  J r - 2.

0kay -  D id  you  eve r  expe r i ence  any  e thn i c  d i sc r im ina t i on  as  a  ch i l d ,

e i t he r  i n  e lemen ta ry  o r  j un io r  h igh  schoo ' l  ?

We l l ,  t h i s  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  say ' cause  schoo l s  t ha t  I  wen t  t o  we re  s t r i c t l y

Chicano.  We had maybe one or  two Anglo s tudents at  the most .  For  me at

t he  t ime ,  I  r ea l l y  wasn ' t  awa re .

So  as  a  ch i l d  you  we ren ' t  awa re  o f  i t ?

I  can ' t  say  I  was  aware  o f  i t .

I s  t h i s  t r ue  t h rough  j un io r  h i gh  schoo l  ?

Yeah .  I  d i d  no t i ce  t ha t  t eache rs  wou ld . . . aga in ,  we  had  a  l anguage  ba r r f e r .

l l l e  weren ' t  f l uen t  i n  Eng l i sh ,  t hey  weren ' t  f l uen t  i n  Span ish ,  and  we  had

a  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  t ime  commun ica t i ng .

You  had  a  d i f f i cu l t  t ime  commun ica t i ng  w i th  the  teachers?

Wi th  the  teachers ,  r i gh t .  And  i t  seemed  to  me ,  l ook ing  back  now,  tha t

they never  rea l ly  bothered to  t ry  and understand what  our  problems were,

what  type of  cu l ture we came f rom.

D id  you  speak  Span ' i sh  i n  schoo l  a t  any  t ime?

S t r i c t l y .  I t ' s  t he  on l y  t h i ng  I  knew .

That was a1 1 you knew?

Tha t ' s  a l l  I  knew .

When  d id  you  s ta r t  ga in i ng  con f i dence  i n  Eng l i sh ,  a  p ro f i c i ency  i n  Eng ' l i sh?

Perhaps  h i  gh  schoo l  .

You  a t tended  h igh  schoo l  a t  Je f fe rson  H jgh  Schoo l .  Wha t  yea rs  were  these?

0kay,  I  was there f rom 1956 through 1960.

How d id  Ang los  and  l t 4ex i cans  ge t  a ' l ong  a t  t ha t  schoo l  ,  o r  was  i t  nns t l y

E

P

E:

P:

E :

P

E

P

E

P

E

P

E

P

E

I tbx ican back then?

P :  I t  was  I  wou ld  say  99 .9  pe rcen t  Ch i cano .



FRANK PARGA, Jr .

So you di dn '  t  have a ny pro b1 ems ?

It lone.

Okay .  D id  you  ge t  a ' l ong  we l l  w i th  you r  t eachers  back  then?

I  would say wi th  most  of  them I  d id .  There was a few that  we had some

prob lems  w i th .

Were most  of  the teachers Anglos or  l '4ex ican Amer ican?

lvbst  o f  them were Ang' los.

D id  you  a t tend  co l ' l ege?

Yes .

Where  d id  you  a t tend?

Okay,  f reshman year  was at  For t  Lewis A & M,  Durango,  Colorado,  and then

the last  three years uere at  UTEP.

Mr .  Pa rga ,  why  d id  you  a t tend  co l l ege?  Wha t  mo t i va ted  you?

We ' l l ,  pe rhaps ' cause  I  f e l t  t ha t  t h i s  was  t he  on l y  way  I  cou ld  poss ib l y

amount  to  more than just  a  common laborer .

Do you recal l  about  how many l thx ican Amer icans or  Chicanos were going to

school  a t  For t  Lewis when 3rcu were there?

There  was  two  o the rs  bes ides  myse l f .

In  the ent i re  school  ?

In the ent i re  schoo' l  .

What  were the re la t ions between you and the rest  o f  the peop' le  in  the school?

Were they good?

I  wou ld  have  to  say  they  were  ve ry ,  ve ry  good .  I  can ' t ,  I  r ea l l y  can ' t

comp la in .  Fo r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  in  my  l i f e  I  was  ge t t i ng  away  f rom home,

I  was  exposed  to  a  d i f f e ren t  t ype  o f  pe rson ,  and  I  rea l l y  can ' t  say

tha t .  .  .  I ' d  have  to  say  i  t  was  good .

Did you date Anglo g i r ls  when you were there?

3.

E:

P :

E :

P :

E:

P:

P:

E :

P :

E :



FRANK PARGA,  J r .

E:

P :

E :

P :

Yes -  I  was  tu rned  douar  seve ra l  t imes  bu t  I  r ea1 ly  can ' t  say  tha t ,  yeah ,

i t  was  because  I  was  a  Ch icano .

Do you recal l  about  how many f '4ex ican Amer icans there were at  Texas Western

when you were there?

I  wou ld  say  abou t  maybe  15 ,  20  pe rcen t .

F i f t een ,  20  pe rcen t?

Yeah .

t l ha t  were  the  re la t i ons  be tween  Ang los  and  Ch icanos  the re?

Awfu l .  I t  was  the  wors t  t h ing  I ' ve  eve r  expe r ienced .  I  don ' t  have  any th ing

but  unpleasant  memor ies f rom UTEP. I t  was Texas Western at  the t fme.  I

f e l t  t ha t  t he  re la t i onsh ip  be tween  ou rse l ves  and  some o f  t he  Ang lo  s tuden ts

was bad.

Was  i t  you r  re la t i ons  be tween  you  and  some o f  t hem,  o r  mos t  o f  t hem?

I  would say most  of  them. And professors was the same.

I t  was the same wi th  professors?

I  r ea l l y  can ' t  say  t ha t ,  I  can ' t . . .w i t h

p ro fesso rs  I  can ' t  say  I  rea l l y  go t  any

What  yea rs  a re  you  ta l k ing  abou t?

' 61  t h rough  abou t  ' 65 .

' 61  t o  ' 65  ?

the except ion of  maybe one or  two

he lp ,  even  t hough  I  asked  f o r  i t .

Tha t ' s  when  I  was  the re .

D id  you  eve r  w i tness  o r  expe r ience  any  d i sc r im ina t i on  du r ing  you r  co l l ege

years at  Texas Western?

i t ' s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  p i npo in t  any  one  i nc i den t .

Bu t  you  do  f ee l  t ha t . . .

Just  a  genera l  fee ' l  ing that  you got  when you star ted ta lk ing to  some of

these  peop le .

4 .

P :

E:



FRANK PARGA, Jr.

Cou ld  you  be  more  spec i f i c?

l l e l l ,  i t ' s  j us t  t he  reac t i on  tha t  you  wou ld  ge t - - t he  fac t  t ha t  you  wan ted

to be one of  the 9uys,  you wanted to  belong to  f ra tern i t ies and you were

never  accepted.  You appl ied but  you were never  accepted.

D id  you  eve r  app ly  to  a  f ra te rn i t y?

Yes ,  I  d i d ,  J€s .

Did any of  your  f r iends ever  app ' ly  to  f ra tern i ty?

Yes,  the same deal .  They appl ied and a l l  o f  them were turned down.  h le  were

to ld  be fo rehand  no t  t o  app ly ' cause  we  wou ldn ' t  be  accep ted  anyy ray .

By  whom were  you  t o l d  t h i s?

By some other  Chicano students that  had exper ienced the same th ing pr ior  to

us  be ing  the re .

Dur ing the t ime that  you were at  UTEP, d id  any of  the Chicanos whom you

knew eve r  ge t  accep ted  i n to  these  f ra te rn i t i es?

No t  a  one .

D id  you  know o f  any  Ch icanos  tha t  eve r  j o ined  a  f ra te rn i t y?

None .  As  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,  l a te r  on  i n  l i f e  I  t a l ked  to  a  coup le  o f  f r i ends

o f  m ine ,  Ang lo  f r i ends  o f  m ine  tha t  a re  p ro fess iona l  peop ' l e  now,  and  they

to ld me that  they had put  in  names of  some good f r iends of  the j rs  that

were Chicanos and they were turned down.  And at  the meet ings they were to ld

they were going to turn fthemJ down because of the fact that they were

Ch icanos .  Th i s  i s  f i r s t -hand  i n fo rma t ion  tha t  I  go t ,  t h i s  i s  l a te r  on

af ter  severa l  years that  I  was to ld  that  the reason they were not  accepted

i s  because  they  were  Ch icanos  o r  Mex ican  Amer i cans .

How abou t  w i th  rega rd  to  campus  j obs ,  d id  you  eve r  no t i ce  any  d i sc r im ina t i on

in  tha t  respec t?

I  neve r  app l i ed  fo r  one  so  I  rea l l y

5 .
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FRANK PARGA, Jr-

E:

P :

E :

P :

You never  appl ied for  one,  so you would have no knowledge about  that .

No ,  I  can ' t  say .

You  ta l ked  abou t  poo r  re la t i ons  w i th  teachers .  Cou ld  you  be  more  spec i f i c?

l ' l as  i t  an  a t t i t ude ,  was  i t  a  genera l  f ee l i ng?  How wou ld  you  desc r ibe  i t ?

l , , l e l l ,  t he  th ing  i s  t ha t  you 'd  go  up  the re ,  you 'd  ask  fo r  he lp ,  and  I  was

to ld  seve ra l  t imes  tha t  i f  I  d idn ' t  l ea rn  i t  by  the  t ime  I  go t  t o  UTEP

tha t  I  wou ld  neve r  l ea rn  i t  anyway .

Do you fee l  that  th is  was perhaps a personal  t ra i t  on the par t  o f  the

teacher ,  o r  do  you  fee l  i t  was  an  a t t i t ude  aga ins t  Ch icanos  i n  genera l?

I  t h i nk  i t  was  j us t  an  a t t i t ude  i n  gene ra l .

Aga ins t  Ch icanos?

Yeah ,  I  t h ink  i t  was  j us t  an  a t t i t ude  rmre  than  any th ing  e l se .

Do you fee l  that  they took more t ime out  wi th  Ang' lo  s tudents to  help them?

I  can ' t  say ,  ' cause  I  rea l l y  don ' t  know whe the r  t hey  devo ted  any  more  t ime

to Anglo s tudents than they d id to  us.

Is  there one depar tment  more than any other  in  which you had th is  k ind of

expe r  i e  nce?

Yeah ,  I ' d  have  to  say  i n  t he  Eng l i sh  Depar tmen t  np re  than  any th ing  e l se .

That  is  where I  r .ea l ly  needed the help and that  is  where I  went  for  he lp,

and  I  r ea l l y  can ' t  say  I  was  he lped  ou t  a t  a l l .

D id  you  take  cou rses  f rom va r ious  teachers  i n  t he  Eng l i sh  Depar tmen t?

0h ,  yes .  I  neve r  had  the  same teacher  tw i ce .

You thought  th is  was a genera l  a t t i tude prevalent  throughout  the depar tment?

tde11 ,  aga inn  I  can  on l y  say  o f  t he  t eache rs  t ha t  I  had .  I  r ea l l y  can ' t

say whether  i t  was th is  way throught  the depar tment  or  not .

0kay.  Whi le  you were at  Texas Western,  v ' tas there much dat ing between

young men and women of  d i f ferent  e thnic  backgrounds?

6.
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F'RANK PARGA. Jr.

Ve ry ,  ve ry  l i t t l e .  Th i s  i s  why  i t  amazes  me  now when  I  go

once  i n  a  wh i l e  and  I  see ,  you  know,  whe the r  i t  be  Ch icano

g i r ' l s  o r  v i ce  ve rsa  da t i ng ,  because  we  d idn ' t  have  any  o f

know I  asked  seve ra l  g i  r1s  ou t ,  and  aga  i n ,  I  can ' t  r ea ' l  l y

th is  is  the reason I  was turned down,  because of  the fact

Ch icano .  Bu t  I  r ea l l y  can ' t  say  tha t  t hey  were  as  l i be ra l

mi  nded .

Do you th ink at t i tudes have evolved or  become rnore l ibera l

I  t h i nk  so .  I  de f i n i t e l y  t h i nk  so .

And  th i s  was  on l y  abou t  10  o r  15  yea rs  ago .

R i  gh t .

7.

P: back to  UTEP

or An g' lo

t h i s .  I

say, l|,el I ,

that  I  was

or  as broad-

s i nce?

And  you  th ink  the re  has  been  a  s ign i f i can t  evo iu t i on  he re?

Def i  n  i te l  y .

l^ lhen you were going to  U.  T.  E l  Paso,  what  courses d id you enjoy most

du r ing  you r  co l l ege  yea rs?

We l1 ,  I  have  to  say  the  bus iness  cou rses  tha t  I  had .

Bus iness  cou rses?

1nes._7
Did  you  eve r  t ake  any  l anguage  cou rses?

Yeah ,  I  t ook  some Span ish  cou rses .  Tha t  was  the  on l y  one  I  t ook .

How d id  you  do  i n  the  Span ish  cou rses?

I  t h i nk  abou t  ave rage ,  abou t  a  C .  I  wasn ' t  excep t i ona l .

I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you  some ques t i ons  abou t  you r  emp loymen t .  Wha t  k inds  o f

jobs have you held s ince you were a teenager?

t r l e11 ,  I  wo rked  as  a  l i f egua rd  fo r  abou t  f ou r  yea rs ,  I  wo rked  i n  seve ra l

depar tmen t  s to res  he re  i n  t own ,  and  I ' ve  had  a  coup le  o f  j obs  where  I

was  a . . . s t r i c t 1y  o f f i ce  wo rk .



FRANK PARGA.  JT.

t , ' l e re  any  o f  you r  emp loye rs  pa r t i cu la r l y  he lp fu l  o r  encourag ing  w i th  rega rd

to  you r  p rog ress  du r ing  these  yea rs?

Yeah ,  I ' d  have  to  say  tha t  some o f  t hem rea l l y  he lped  me  ou t .  They  wou ld

rea l l y  go  on  a  l imb  t o  he lp  me  ou t .

tJere they Anglo or  Chicano or  both?

No,  both.  They were both.

What  do you consider  to  be the most  impor tant  iob you ever  he ld?

Th is  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  say  abou t  be ing  the  mos t  impor tan t .  I  guess  the  one

I ' ve  go t  now.  I t  has  to  be .

t^lhy do you feel that way?

We ' l ' l  ,  ' cause  I  f ee l  t ha t  I ' ve  accomp l  i shed  someth ing .  I  own  my  own  agency .

Tha t  l eads  us  to  you r  a rea  o f  expe r t i se .  Wha t  i s  t he  exac t  na tu re  o f  you r

bu s i  ness ?

8 .
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I nsu rance  agen t ,  a l l  l i nes  o f  i nsu rance .  S ta te  Fa rm .

How d id  you  ge t  i n to  th i s  I  i ne  o f  work?

I  have  an  unc le  o f  m ine  tha t ' s  a  S ta te  Fa rm agen t ,  and  some yea rs  back  I

wen t  t o  h im  ask ing  h im  wha t  l i ne  o f  work  I  cou ld  ge t  i n to  where  I  cou ld

perhaps become sel f -employed eventual ly .  And not  hav ing too much money to

work  w i th ,  he  recommended  pe rhaps  go ing  to  the  i nsu rance  bus iness .

So  i t  was  the  adv i ce  o f  you r  unc le  tha t  go t  you  to  th i s  pos i t i on?

R igh t .  Th i s  i s  wha t  i t  was .

Where is  your  unc le f rom?

He 's  f rom E l  Paso .

How o ld  i s  he?

He '  s  abou t  f o r t y -seven .

b , l hen  d id  he  s ta r t  se l l  i ng  i nsu rance?

He's  been an agent  for  State Farm for  15 years.



9 .

E :
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FRANK PARGA, JT.

During that t ime, has he been sat isfr led wi th his job?

Yes,  he  has .  And as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  he  was the  f i rs t  Ch icano agent jn

the state of Texas for State Farm.

What is his name?

Manny Morales.

He was the first Chicano agent for State Farm Insurance in the state of

Texas.

R ish t .

Has he ever spoken to you about problems he may have encountered with regard

to being Chicano in an Anglo dominated society?

Are you referr ing to business, State Farm?

Yes.

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  we 've  ever  d iscussed th is .  I ' ve  never  rea l l y  go t ten

together wi th him to discuss. some of the problems he might have had 15 years

ago when he came in with State Farm.

I f  I 'm no t  mis taken,  Mr .  Mora les  has  he ld  some po l i t i ca l  pos i t ions .

Right.  He was a c i ty alderman.

He was a c i ty alderman?

Ri  sh t .

Cou ld  you te ' l l  me what  h is  par ty  a f f i l i a t ion  is?

Democrat i  c.

He's a Democrat?

Ri  gh t .

Ybu yourself seem to have had some SUCC€ss here. in your business. To what do

you pr inc ipa l ' l y  a t tn ibu te  tha t  success?

Hard work.P:



FRANK PARGA, Jr .

Hard  work .  Is  your  c l ien te le

var ious ethnic groups?

I t ' s  va r ious .

Var i  ous?

Var r lous .

One does not predomr'nate over

Numerical  ly  speaking, probably

More Anglo than anything.

We have more than 50 percent.

most ly of  oneethn ic  g roup or  i s  f t  o f

the others,  numerical ly speaking?

the Ang' lo .

. |0 .

E:

P:

t r -

P:

E:

D .

t r .

That 's Verx good. Are you sat isf ied wi th.  your business today?

I have to say yes.

0veral I , do you bel ieve. . . ?

Overa l l ,  i t  has  been good.

Do you be' l ieve that you're doing about the s:ame or better than people you

associated with as a youngster?

No'  I  have to say much better.

You think you're doing much better than most of  the peop' le that  you grew

up w i th .

That  I  g rew up w i th ,  r igh t .

Mr.  Parga, wh! have local  Mext 'can Americans had such l i t t ' le representat ion in
' large 

businesses? Have you developed an opinion in your deal ings wi th the

business community about th is?

Yeah, I  have to say that one of  the reasons has been perhaps f inancial .  The

Mexican American or chicano did not have the money that i t  takes.

You think that  they need an in i t ia l  capi ta ' l  to start  of f  wi th to get into

business ?



FMNK PARGA' ,lt ' .

Rlght '  def in i te ly,  th is is what I  fee' | .  I  feel  that  goinq back several

generat ions,  general ' ly ,  the Mexican American does not have the money or

wealth that ,  say,  the Anglo fami ' l ies would have over a per iod of

generat i  ons.

Dur tng  the  las t '10  or  15  years ,  do  you th r 'nk  tha t  th is  cond i t ion  has  been

improved?

0h. '  def int te ly.  There has been a big change as far  as the Mexican American

businessman is concerned.

Do; rou  th ink  the  Sma' l l  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion  has  he lped in  th is  regard?

Def in i te ly.  I  can' t  see where else they would get their  money. I  know of

several  businesses that th is is the only way that they are in existence now,

is because of  the fact  that  the sBA was able to help them out.

Do you think that  i f  they are to improve in the future that  programs such as

the SBA would be necessary for them to do so?

Wel l '  I  don ' t  know i f  you ' re  aware  o f  th is  o r  no t ,  bu t  there  are  groups  o f

s t r i c t l y  Ch icano or  Mex ican Amer ican bus inessmen tha t  a re  f inanc ing ,  w i th

federal  funding, that  are f r lnancing other businesses of  Chicanos.

Flow many of these groups are there?

hlel l ,  I  know of two here in town.

You know of two?

Yeah.

Is there a pos:sibi l i ty  that  there are more?

I t ' s  poss ib ' l e ,  yeah .

Do you have any  idea what  the  f igures  we ' re  ta1k ing  about ,  what  f inanc ia l

f tgures,  the amounts of  these loan, perhaps?

hlel l '  I 've known of  some loans for a hundred thousand. They were f inanced

i l .
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by . . .par t ia1 ly  by  the  group and w i th  some federa l  fund ing .

You talk about part ia l ly .  Are you speaking in terms of  one hal f  each?

Wel l ,  I  don ' t  know what  the  percentage is .

Ybu don't know the percentage?

No, I  don' t  know what the percentage is.

Qkay. Do you bel ieve that Mexican Americans in El  Paso have enioyed

opportuni t ies in business equal  to those of  Anglo Americans?

Def in i te ' l y  no t .

Cou'ld you elaborate on that? trlhy do you feel this way?

h le l l ,  aqa in ,  don ' t  fo rge t ,  d  
' lo t  

o f  the  bus iness  tha t  a re  in  ex is tence now

are fami ly-owned, they go back to several  generat ions.  And the Chicano

jus t  d idn ' t  have th is  type  o f  connect ion ,  go ing  back  severa l  genera t ions .

Wh.at do you think accounts for the fact that their forefathers never

establ ished companies such as th is? For instance, there were wel l - to-do

Mexican Americans in El  Paso at  the turn of  the century.  l^ lhy haven' t

their  businesses been cont inued or expanded? Do you have any idea?

l i le l l ,  aga ' in r  you ' re  ta lk ing  about  numbers .  I 'm pre t ty  sure  there  were

wealthy Mexican American fami l ies '  but  they were v€rYr very smal l  in numbers

in  compar ison  to  the  Ang los .  So  you  rea l l y  can ' t . . . th i s  i s  no t  a  fa i r

compar ison  I  don ' t  th ink .

What  fac to rs  in f luenced you most  in  go ing  in to  the  bus iness  f ie ld?  I

have some poss ib i l i t i es  here  fo r  your  lou  cou ld  choose the  one you th ink  i s

most pert ' inent.  I , r las i t  fami ly,  was i t  the neighborhood you grew up in,

the environment,  or  was i t  schoo' ls or was i t  church or some other?

I 'd  say  perhaps  fami ly .

How old were you when you got married?

I was twenty-four.

1? .
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How many children do you have?

hle have four.

Ybu have four chi ldren?

fY.t. l

Do you perceive any basic di f ferences in the manner in which Anglo Americans

conduct their  business in comparison to the procedures or approaches of

Mexican American bustnessmen?

No,  I  th ink  th .a t  basr lca l l y ,  bas ica l l y  i t ' d  be  the  same.

You th ink  bus iness  is  bus iness?

Business is business l -sJ what i t  amounts to.

Do you feel  that  the role of  the Mexican American in the E] Paso area's

business community wi l l  tend to get larger or diminish or stay the same in

the future?

I th i :nk i t '  
' l  
I  cont i  nue to qet 1 arger.

To what do you at t r ibute th is projected increase?

I th ink there ane several  factors.  For one thing, the Chicano or Mexican

American is better educatedr ri luch better educated than they were a few

years back.

When you talk about better educated, precisely what are you referr ing to?

What f ie ' lds of  study are you talk ing about?

Wel l ,  here  we ' re  ta lk ing  about  advanced educat ion .  I 'm no t  ta lk ing  about

s t r i c t ]y  ius t  a  h igh  schoo l  educat ion .  I 'm ta lk ing  about  a  co l ' lege  educat ion

and beyond tha t - -g raduate  schoo l ,  med ica ]  schoo l ,  denta l  schoo l .  Th is  i s

something that we didn' t  have too much of  before,  but  we do now. I  th ink

main' ly the reason for th is is the fact  that  there are so many federal ly

funded programs that helps out the Chicano that there was no way he could

have done this before.
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t :  What is your react ion to the statement of  many Ang' lo Americans that th is is

in r l tsel f  a sort  of  reverse discr iminat ion when you try to help one ethnic

group at  the expense of  the major i ty of  the people who may be better

qua' l  i f ied academical  1y?

P: We' l l ,  we go back to th.e same old th ing here.  I 've come across th is several

times before. The tLring is that we were deprived of so many things for so

many years that I feel that the government owes what they are doing for

us now, owes it to us, because of the fact that we never had any programs

before to he' lp us out.  So I  real ly don' t  feel  that  i t  is  reverse

discr iminat i .on.  I t  is  something that should have been done for us meny'

many years ago.

hlhy should it have been done for the Mexican Americans?

0kay, because for one thing we've got problems which are unique that the

Ang ' los r  d i 'dn ' t  have.

How so?

One th. ing,  the language barr ier .  la le had ss many people coming dcFoSSr Sdyr

from Mexico, f i rst  generat ion.  These people were unable to communicate.  And

unless schoo' ls were set up to help them, they could never amount to anything.

Th.ey had to be given some kind of special type programs to help them out

because of the fact that they were coming over' it was the first

genera t i  on .

You seem to place a lot  of  emphasis on the language barr ier .  Do you consider

that to be a pr imary factor in he1ping the Mexican American assimi late

himsel f  in American society today?

l , . le l l ,  I  fee l  tha t  i t ' s  very  bas ic .  I f  you ' re  no t  f luen t  in  Eng l ish  you

can ' t  learn  how to  read,  you can ' t  learn  how to  wr i te ,  and th is  i s  where

your  bas is  i s  fo r  educat ion .  Aqa in ,  educat ion  leads  to  o ther  th ' ings ,  bu t

. l4 .
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I  f ee l  t ha t  t he  educa t i on  i s  ve ry  bas i c .

What  do you fee l  are the prospects for  the economy of  the El  Paso area in

the near  fu ture?

P:  I  th ink  they  are  good,  very  good.  In  re la t ion  to  what  the  economy is  l i ke

nat ionwide,  rea l ly  here in  El  Paso we haven' t  been af fected as

Do you th ink EI  Paso is  un ique in  th is  respect  in  not  be ing af fected by

a nat ionwide recess ion yet ,  or  is  go ing to  be a delayed react ion?

I  don ' t  t h ink  we ' l l  be  a f fec ted  as  bad ly  as  some o the r  pa r t s  o f  t he  na t i on .

To  wha t  do  you  a t t r i bu te  tha t  spec i f i ca l l y?

t l e11 ,  i t ' s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  say  why  we  don ' t .

But  you do d iscern a d i f ference between El  Paso and the rest  o f  the nat ion?

Yea h.

0n what basis do you th is?

E:

l . | e l l ,  I 'm  no t  t r y i ng  to  g i ve  you  the  impress ion

E l  Paso  i s  un ique  f rom the  res t  o f  t he  na t i on .

that

That

I 'm  t r y ing  to  say  tha t

i s  no t  wha t  I 'm  t r y i ng

been af fected as badly
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to  imp ly  he re .  A l l  I  am say ing  i s  t ha t  we  have  no t

as some other parts of  the country.

And you ' re  no t  sure  why th is  i s  so?

Ito,  no.  But I 'm not t ry ing to say that El

o f  the  na t ion .

Paso is  un ique f rom the  res t

Llould you encourage young Mexican Amer icans to  go in to bus iness in  the El

Paso area today or  vould you adyise for  them to go somewhere e lse?

t , ' l e l ' 1 ,  bus iness  i s  good ,  o r  t he  oppor tun i t i es  a re  good  he re  i n  E l  Paso  now.

You  be l i eve  the  oppor tun i t i es  a re  good?

I  r ea l l y ,  r ea l l y  be l i eve  t hey  a re  good .

Mr .  Pa rga ,  wh ich  do  you  be ' l i eve  to  be  the  ch ie f  economic  i ns t i t u t i on  i n

the  c i t y  o f  E l  Paso  today?

I ' d  haye  t o  say  i t ' s  t he  c l o th i ng  manu fac tu re r s .



FRANK PARGA, Jr .

The  c l  o th i  ng  manu fac tu re rs?

fues. J
Do you  th ink  tha t  t hey  w i ' l ' l  r ema in  i n  t h i s  pos i t i on  o f  p rominence  fo r  some

time to come?

I  t h i nk  so ,  yes .

How d id  they  ach ieve  th i s  p rominence?  To  wha t  do  you  a t t r i bu te  tha t?

1 , ,1e11 ,  t hey  were  ab le  to  se l l  a  p roduc t  where  l abo r  was  no t  t ha t  expens i ve ,

and the El  Paso area prov ided them wi th cheap labor .

Cheap  labo r  had  a  l o t  t o  do  w i th  i t ?

R igh t .  Th i s  i s  one  o f  t he  ma in  reasons  why  they  g rew as  fas t  as  they  d id .

0kay .  0 f  wha t  e thn i c  o r i g in  a re  the  d i rec to rs  o f  t hese  c lo th ing

manufacturers for  the most  par t?

Sy r i  an .

Syri an ?

16.
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/  Yes._/

And  the i r  l abo re rs  a re  mos t l y  o f  wha t  e thn i c  o r i g in?

Mex ican  Amer i cans .

In  the El  Paso business communi ty  today,  have you perceived any f r ic t ion

between Ang' lo  Amerfcan and Mexican Amer ican businessmen?

I  haven ' t  seen  any  o f  t h i s ,  no t  d i r ec t l y .

You  had  no t  seen  i t ?

No ,  I  have  no t .

Have you ever  heard of  any?

I  r ea l l y  can ' t  say  I  have ,  no .

In  the  E l  Paso  bus iness  commun i t y  t oday ,  i s  be ing  a  Mex ican  Amer i can  an

asse t ,  d  l i ab i l i t y  o r  a  neu t ra l  f ac to r?  Wh ich  wou ld  you  say?

Probab ly  an  asse t .P :
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You  be l  i eve  i t ' s  an  asse t?

The  way  t h i ngs  a re  now ,  i t  de f i n i t e l J  i s ,  i t ' s  an  asse t ,  J€s .

t , lhy do you say th is?

l ' l e l l ,  I  can  j us t  g i ve  you  a  pe rsona l  expe r ience .  The  fac t  t ha t  I 'm

b i l i ngua l  a l l ows  me  to  ope ra te  bo th  i n  t he  Ang lo  and  the  Mex ican

Amer i can  soc ie t i es ,  so  I  f ee l  t h i s  i s  an  asse t  t o  me .  I  i n su re  a  l o t

o f  peop le  tha t  pe rhaps  an  Ang lo  cou ld  no t  i nsu re  o r  v i ce  ve rsa .

Mr .  Pa rga ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you  some ques t i ons  w i th  rega rd  to  the  upcoming

b icen tenn ia l  o f  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes .  How do  you  re la te  to  the  p r i nc ipa l

h i s to r i ca l  f i gu res  i n  t he  Aner i can  Revo lu t i on?  Do  you  be l i eve  you

unders tand  the  i dea ls  tha t  mo t i va ted  them?

I  t h i nk  I  do ,  bu t  I  r ea l l y  can ' t  say  t ha t  I  f ee l  t ha t  I 'm  a  pa r t  o f  i t .

You  don ' t  f ee l  t ha t  you ' re  a  pa r t  o f  i t ?

No t  r ea11y .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  enough  emphas i s  i s  pu t  on  t he  f ac t  t ha t

the ,  say ,  t he  Span ia rd  was  he re  l ong  be fo re  the  P i l g r ims  were  he re "

Do you resent  the fact  that  there 's  been a neglect  o f  the Hispanic  in f luence

in the A,rner ican southwest?

Yes ,  de f i n i t e l y .

You do resent  i t?

17.
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Yes .

How do  fee l  abou t  t he  use  o f  t he  te rm " fo re fa the rs "  when  Anq lo  Amer i can

educa to rs  ta l k  abou t  l n lash ing ton  and  Je f fe rson  and  Hami l t on?

Wel l ,  I  fee l  that  these people were very impor tant  in  the b ' i r th  of  our

na t i on .

Do  you  cons ide r  t hem you r  fo re fa the rs ,  you r  po l i t i ca l  f o re fa the rs?

I  neve r  d i d  r ea11y ,  say . . . I  neve r  ac tua l ' l y  f e ' l t  t ha t  way ,  no .  Bu t  t hen  i t ' s

no t  because  I  neve r  f e l t  t ha t  t hey  were  impor tan t  enough ,  i t ' s  i us t  t ha t  I

cou ld  neve r  re ' l a te  to  wha t  t hey  were  t r y ing  to  accomp l i sh .

E:

P:
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E: Do you fee l  that  your  fee l  ings are shared by most  of  the Chicanos that

you  g rew up  w i th?

P :  Yeah ,  t he  ones  tha t  I  g rew  up  L  w i thJ ,  yes .  The  ones  tha t  I  g rew  up

w i th .  I  can ' t  t a l k  abou t  anybody  e l se  o the r  t han  the  fac t  t ha t  some o f  t he

k ids that  I  was brought  up w' i th .

Wha t  a re  you r  f ee l i ngs  on  re f l ec t i ng  on  the  b i cen tenn ia l  o f  t he  Un i ted

S ta tes?  Do  you  have  any  fee l  i ngs  ' i n  pa r t i cu la r?

We l l ,  you  know,  we  go t  t o  be  rea l i s t i c .  Wha t  t hese  men  d id  I  t h ink  was

great .  We have had a t remendous gnowth in  th is  country  and we have to

a t t r i bu te  pa r t  o f  i t  t o  some o f  t hese  peop le ,  and  we  can ' t  ge t  away  f rom

that .  We've got  to  be proud of  the fact  that  we are a uonder fu l  country .

So  we  can ' t  deny  tha t .  t , . l e  go t  t o  be  rea l i s t i c .

Do  you  fee l  i t ' s  impor tan t  f o r  you r  ch i l d ren  to  unders tand  the  i dea ls

that  mot ivated these men and to s tudy about  them?

P:  I  t h ink  so ,  y€s .  Pe rhaps  they  can  be t te r  l ea rn  wha t  t hey  were  t r y ing  to

do  than  wha t  I  d id ,  maybe  pe rhaps  tha t  I  was  neve r  rea l l y  t o ' l d  t he  rea l

reason for  some of  the th ings they d id.  And I  fee l  i f  my k ids can learn

i t ' s  an  asse t  t o  t hem.

E :  Re f lec t i ng  back  on  the  h i s to ry  tha t  you  l ea rned  th roughou t  you r  schoo l

yea rs ,  do  you  th ink  tha t  you  ga ined  a  p rope r  app rec ia t i on  fo r  t hese  men  and

fo r  t he i r  i dea l s?  Do  you  th ink  you  were  taugh t  we ' | 1  wha t  t hese  peop le

di  d  and accompl  i  shed ?

No ,  I  can ' t  say  I  was .  Th i s  i s  why

be  taugh t  a  l o t  be t te r  t han  I  was .

You  a t t r i bu te  i t  mo re  t o . . .

Teach ing  ' i n  genera l  .

Poo r  teach ing?

I  was  say ing  I  hope  tha t  my  k ids  can

18 .
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Yes ,  yes ,  I  no r {  t han  any th ing  e l se .

Your  comment  abou t  no t  be ing  ab le  to  i den t i f y  c lose l y  to  the  revo lu t i ona ry

found ing  fa the rs  i s  i n te res t i ng  when  seen  i n  l i gh t  o f  t he  fac t  t ha t  you ' re

an of f icer  in  the Texas Army Nat ional  Guard.  Could you te l l  us why you

jo ined  the  Na t iona l  Guard?

t l l e ' l l ,  t o  be  t ru th fu l  w i th  1ou ,  o r i g ina l l y  i t  was  to  avo id  the  d ra f t .

Do you fee l  that  th is  was a mot ivat ing factor  for  most  o f  the people your

age at  that  t ime?

Ye  s .

Do  you  fee l  t ha t  t h i s  had  been  t rue  s ince  then?

Yes .

19.
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Okay. l , l lhy did you become an off icer?

l , ' l e l 1 ,  aga in ,  I  f ee l  t ha t  any t ime  you  ge t  i nvo l ved  i n

to  accomp l i sh  as  much  as  you  can ,  and  I  cou ldn ' t  see

fo r  s i x  yea rs  and  j us t  be ing  a  regu la r  guy .

Where  d id  you  rece i ve  you r  o f f i ce rs '  t r a in ing?

Fo r t  S i l l ,  Ok lahoma .

About  how many Mexican Amer ican of f icers were there

Na t iona ' l  Guard  ba t ta l i on  when  you  j o ined?

There were three.

There were three?

Inc lud ing  myse l  f .

Th i s  was  i n  wha t  yea r?

In  1967 .

Has the number increased s ince that  t ime?

Yes .

How rnany are there today?

Seven  "

some th ing ,  you ' ve  go t

myse l f  be ing  i n  t he re

in your Texas Army
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Have  you  eve r  w i tnessed  o r  expe r ienced  any  d i sc r im ina t i on  du r ing  you r

Na t iona l  Guard  ca ree r?

I  don ' t  know  i f  you 'd  ca l l  i t  d i s c r im ina t i on ,  i t ' s  j us t  t he  f ac t  t ha t  f avo rs

cou ld  be  done  fo r  Smi th  whereas  they  wou ldn ' t  be  done  fo r  Mar t i nez .  Bu t  I

don ' t  know  i f  you 'd  ac tua l ' l y  say  i t  was  downr i gh t  d i sc r im ina t i on .

You  wou ld  ca l l  i t  f avo r i t i sm?

Favo r i t i sm  i s  wha t  I  wou ld  ca l l  i t ,  yeah .

Favo r i t i sm fo r  Ang los  and  non favo r i t i sm fo r  Mex ican  Amer i cans?

R igh t .

How long  do  you  p lan  to  s tay  i n  t he  Na t iona l  Guard?

t ^ le1 l ,  I ' ve  been  i n  fo r  11  yea rs  now,  and  I 'm  jus t  go ing  on  a  mon th  to  mon th

bas fs  now.

t Jha t  i s  you r  reason  fo r  t h i s  mon th  to  mon th  bas i s?

[ ^ le l l ,  aga in ,  t he re  a re  seve ra l  t h ings  I  need  to  cons ide r ,  such  as  re t i r emen t ,

wou ld  th i s  be  someth ing  tha t  I  wan t  a t  age  s i x t y .

Bu t  t he re ' s  no  bas i c  d i ssa t i s f ac t i on  w i t h  yop r  Na t i ona l  Gua rd?

None .  I 'm  no t  d i ssa t i s f i ed .

About  what  percentage of  the men in  the El  Paso uni t  are of  Mexican descent?
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Six ty - f i ve  pe rcen t .

Has  th i s  usua l  l y  been  t rue

No ,  de f i n i t e l y  no t .  When

Amer i cans .

And  th i s  was  i n  wha t  yea r

L964.

To what  do you at t r i  bute the increase

Guard  un i t  he re  i n  E l  Paso?

Economic .

Economic reasons?

s ince  you ' ve  been  i n?

I  came in ,  I ' d  say  abou t  10  pe rcen t  were  Mex ican

tha t  you  came in?

in  Span ish  su rnames  in  the  Na t iona l
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I  fee l  that  some of  these k ids nowadays fee l  that  they can p ick up some

add i t i ona l  money  by  j o in ing  the  Guard ,  whereas  be fo re  th i s  wasn ' t  impor tan t .

Have  you  been  ab1e  to  pe rce i ve  wha t  you r  f e l ' l os  Ang lo  Amer i can  o f f i ce rs '

a t t i t udes  a re  towards  Mex icans  i n  t he  un i t?

There ' s  been  6  t remendous  change  in  the  a t t i t udes  a t  t he  Guard  s ince  I  was

commiss ioned in  1967.  The of f icers that  v le  have now are younger ,  bet ter

qua l i f i ed  and  more  l i be ra l -m inded  than  the  o f f i ce rs  tha t  were  i n  t he  Guard

back  i n  ' 67 .

E :  How were  the  o f f i ce rs  back  i n  t he  Guard  i n  ' 67?  How wou ld  you  cha rac te r i ze

them?

I  would have to  say that  they were ant i - lv lex ican Amer ican to  a cer ta in  extent .

They were not  as broad-minded as the younger  of f icers.

Were those of f icers f rom the El  Paso are?

No ,  I ' d  have  t o  say . . .we l l ,  I ' d  say  some  o f  t hem were ,  Jes .  Some  o f  t hem

were f rom El  Paso.

And the others,  where were they f rom?

Wel l ,  we had some that  I  can remember f rom other  par ts  of  Texas l -and7 the

southwest .  Most  o f  them were f rom the southwest .

You  have  done  some t ra in ing  i n  cen t ra l  Texas .  How have  Mex ican  Amer i cans

genera l l y  been  t rea ted  the re  du r ing  you r  summer  camp?

tn le l 1 ,  I ' d  say  bad l y , ' cause  I  wou ldn ' t  wan t  t o  go  back .

t {hy do you say th is?

I  just  fee l  that  the at t i tude that  people have is  very d i f ferent  f rom some

of  the other  areas that  I 've been in  before.

Do  you  t h i nk  t h i s  i s  some th ing  t ha t ' s  sub t l e ,  i t ' s  no t  ove r t ,  i t ' s  no t

b l  a tant  ?

Yeah ,  i t  i s  sub t l e .

Sub t l e .

Yea  h .
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Have  you  eve r  w i tnessed  favo r i t i sm on  beha l f  o f  Ang lo  Amer i cans  and  non -

favo r i t i sm toward  l&x i can  Amer i cans ,  o r  p re jud i ce  o r  e thn i c  d i sc r im ina t i on

on  the  pa r t  o f  h igh - rank ing  o f f i ce rs  i n  t he  Te las  A rmy  Na t iona ' l  Guard?

You ' re  ta l  k i ng  abou t  s ta tew ide  o r  j us t .  . .  ?

Ei ther  s tatewide or  here in  the El  Paso area.

Th i s  i s  r ea l  d i f f i cu l t  t o  answer  ' cause  I  r ea l IV  can ' t  say  t ha t  t he re  i s

de f i n i t e l y  a . . . I  can ' t  come  up  w i t h  any  one  ex [mp le  whe re  I  cou ld  say  t ha t

t h i s  ac tua l l y  happened .  0nce  you  ge t  h i ghe r  u lR  i t ' s  ve r y  d i f f i cu l t  t o  t e l l .

But  how do you fee l ,  though? Do you fee l  that  there has been favor i t ism or

has there not  been any?

Okay ,  I  can  j us t  g i ve  you  my  own  pe rsona l  op in ion .on  th i s ,  I ' d  have  to  say

tha t .  .  .  none .

Non e.

R i  gh t .

Would you encourage the young Mexican Amer icans to  enter  the Texas t ' la t ional

Gua rd  o r  m i l i t a r y  se rv i ce  t oday ,  any  k i nd  o f  m i l i t a r y  se rv i ce?

Aga in  i t  a l1  depends  on  wha t  t hey  wan t  t o  do .  I  can ' t  say  tha t  yes ,  I

would recomment  i t  to  everybody.  There 'd have to  be cer ta in  c i rcumstances

involved before I  could say that  I  would recommend i t .

0kay .  Mr .  Pa rga ,  some peop le  say  tha t  e thn i c  g roups  l ose  the i r  cu l t u ra l

ident i ty  wi th  the country  f rom which the in parents or  grandparents came as

genera t ' i ons  pass .  The  younger  genera t i ons  a l so  tend  to  take  on  the  va lues

and  ways  o f  t h ink ing  o f  t he  p redominan t  cu l tu re ,  and  i t ' s  Ang lo  Amer i can

here  i n  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes .  I f  t h i s  i s  t rue ,  wha t  have  been  you r  t hough ts

or  what  are they today wi th  regard to  your  ch i ldren? Do you hope to see them

become more ass imi la ted in to Amer ican soc iety  than you have been?

l ^ Ie11 ,  I  t h ink  the  answer  the re  ' i s  yes  and  no .
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Cou ld  you  e labo ra te?

Okay ,  I  t hough t  t ha t  t he  t ype  o f  upb r ing ing  tha t  I  had  was  beau t i f u l - -

the fact  that  we had the Mexican Amer ican cu l ture,  the fact  that  v ' re  had so

many  th ings  /_ l i ke ]  f am i l y  un i t y ,  wh ich  i s  one  o f  t he  ma in  th ings  tha t

we  used  to  have .  Bu t  t hen  th i s  pu t  me  a t  a  ce r ta in  d i sadvan tage  i n  t r y ing

to compete against  the Anglo.  So I  fee l  that  my k ids have got  to  be

compet i t ive,  and the only  way they can be compet i t ive is  to  t ry  and learn

some o f  t he  th ings ,  t r y  and  make  the ;n ' l ea rn  ea r l y  i n  l i f e  some o f  t he

th ings that  i t  took me perhaps 20 or  more years to  learn.

Can you be more speci f ic  about  what  those th ings are?

b ' te l l ,  f o r  one  th ing  you ' ve  go t  t o  be ,  you ' ve  go t  t o  know the  Ang lo  uay

o f  l i f e .

What  d i f ferences do you perceive between the Ang' lo  way of  l i fe  and the

Mex ican  Amer i can  way  o f  l i f e?

P :  We1 l ,  I  f ee l  t ha t ,  f o r  one  t h i ng ,  t he  f am i l y  un i t y ,  you  don ' t  have  t h i s  i n

the  Ang lo  tha t  you  have  i n  the  Mex ican  Amer i can  fam i l y .  Th i s  i s  one  o f  t he

ma in  th ings ,  t he  un i t y  t ha t  t he  fam i l i es  have .  I deas  a re  so  d i f f e ren t .

FRANK PARGA,  JT. 23.

Do you  th ink  va lues  a re  d ' i f f e ren t?

Va lues  a re  d i f f e ren t ,  de f i n i t e l y .

I n  wha t  respec t?

The  Ang lo  i s  more  ma te r ia l i s t i c  t han  the  Mex ican  Amer i can  i s ,  much  more

ma te r i a l  i s t i c .

Do  you  see  th i s  as  des i rab le  o r  undes i rab le ,  o r  do  you  see  i t  as  someth ing

tha t  you r  ch i l d ren  shou ld  be  ab le  to  recogn ize  and  then  make  a  cho ice?

I  t h i nk  t ha t  be ing  ma te r i a l i s t i c  i s  undes i r ab le "  A t  one  t ime  I  f e l t  t ha t

th i s  was  the  u l t ima te - -ma te r ia l  t h ings .  Bu t  t hen  as  you  acqu i re  some o f

these  th ings  you  f i nd  tha t  t hey ' re  no t  as  impor tan t  as  you  though t  t hey

were .  And  I  hope  tha t  my  k ids  a r .e  no t  ma te r ia l i s t i c  o r i en ted .
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I n  o the r  words ,  i t  i s  i n  t h ' i s  respec t  t ha t  you  hope  tha t  t hey  don ' t  become

ass im i la ted  i n to  the  Ang lo  Amer i can  way  o f  l i f e?

h le ' r e  t a l k i ng  abou t  one  i dea .  Th i s  i s  one  we ' re  t a l k i ng  abou t .

Are there any other  aspects  which you unuld not  want  them to qcqui re?

Yeah ,  t he  fac t  t ha t  you  don ' t  have  the  fam i l y  un i t y  t ha t  t he  Mex ican

Amer i can  fam i l y  has .

You see that  as someth ing preferable.  You want  them to keep that  fami ly

un i t y?

To  keep  the  fam i l y  un i t y ,  r i gh t .

To  wha t  do  you  a t t r i bu te  th i s  l ack  o f  f am i l y  un i t y  i n  Ang lo  A . rne r i can  soc ie t y?

Independence.  I  th ink they fee l  that  the k ids have got  to  become independent

a t  a  ve ry  ea r l y  age .  I  am no t  say ing  th i s  i s  bad .  I  am say ing  tha t  I

don ' t  l i ke  t h i s  i n  my  way  o f  l i f e .

You  don ' t  wan t  i t  f o r  you r  k ids?

I  don ' t  wan t  i t  f o r  my  k i ds ,  t t o .

t iou ld you want  your  k ids to  remain in  the El  Paso area or  would you have

them move somewhere el se ?

t ^ l e l 1 ,  t ha t  i n  i t se l f  I  don ' t  t h i nk  i s  t ha t  impo r tan t .  I t  wou ld  be  en t i r e l y

up to  them whether  they want  to  s tay here or  perhaps go somewhere e lse.

Mr .  Pa rga ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  conc lude  w i th  th i s  ques t i on :  How have  you  cons ide red

yoursel f  and how do you consider  yourse ' l f  now when i t  comes to the quest ion

of  pat r io t ism toward the Uni ted States of  Aner ica?

I  don ' t  t h ink  the re ' s  any  doub t  abou t  t he  fac t  t ha t  I  am pa t r i o t i c .  I  f ee l

that  we have a great  country .  There are some th ings that  are wrong,  but

then  you  can r t  expec t  eve ry th ing  to  be  pe r fec t .  Bu t  I  de f i n i t e l y  f ee l  t ha t

th i s  i s  one  coun t r y  where  you  can  make  i t  i f  l acu  wan t .  You  m igh t  be  a t  a

d i sadvan tage  i n  some respec ts  to  some pa r t s  o f  l i f e ;  bu t  i f  an  i nd i v idua l
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rea l ly  wants to  make

Thank JCIu very much,

25.

E:

i t ,  he  can .

Mr .  Pa rga .
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