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Biography

James Jay Kaster V (1933- 2005), a Democrat, was El Paso County’s representative to
the Texas Legislature from 1971-1977. Kaster was born in El Paso, served in the U.S.
Navy during the Korean War, and graduated from Texas Western College (now UTEP)
with a BBA in 1957. After four terms in the state legislature, Kaster became El Paso
County’s Tax Assessor-Collector. From 1979-1983, and in 1987, he served as the
Legislative Liaison for Governor William P. Clements. Kaster also served on the
Industrial Accidents Board and was chair of the Texas Employment Commission.

In addition to his political career, Kaster was a past president of El Paso’s and Austin’s
Lions Clubs and served on the McDonald Observatory Board of Visitors for over 20
years. He received several awards for his work with the Lions Club and was awarded
UTEP’s Gold Nugget Award in 1988.

He was married to Helene Kaster and they had six children.

[Source: Obituary, statesman.com, accessed March 31, 2020]

Series Description
Papers are arranged by date and divided into three series: Series |, Legislative

Records; Series Il, Impeachment of Judge O.P. Carrillo; and Series lll, Texas
Constitutional Convention.

Scope and Content Notes

Papers consist primarily of Kaster’s office files pertaining to House Bills before the
Texas Legislature, the impeachment hearings of Judge O.P. Carrillo, and the Texas
Constitutional Convention. The papers also include materials about the Equal Rights
Amendment. Years covered are 1971-1977.

Restrictions

None.

Literary Rights Statement
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Permission to publish material from the James J. Kaster papers must be obtained from
the C. L. Sonnichsen Special Collections Department, the University of Texas at El
Paso Library. Citation should read, James J. Kaster papers, MS194, C. L. Sonnichsen
Special Collections Department, the University of Texas at El Paso Library.

Notes to the Researcher

See also:

Oral history https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc1529195/
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Container List

Series I: Legislative Records

Box # Folder # Title Date
1 1 How a Bill Becomes Law
1 2 Vitae 1975
1 3 Appreciation Dinner 1974
1 4 Campaign 1974 — 1976
1 5 Contributions 1974— 76
1 6 Appreciation Dinner and Christmas Card1975
1 7 Senator Bentsen 1975 - 1976
1 8 Visitor's Register

1971 - 1972
1 1 S. B. 697 1971
1 2 Kaster H.B. 16 1971
1 3 Kaster H.B. 226 1971
1 4 Kaster H.B. 404 1971
1 5 Kaster H.B. 477 1971
1 6 Kaster H.B. 551
1 7 H.B. 749 1971
1 8 H.B. 994 1971
1 9 Kaster H.B. 1274 1971
1 10 Kaster — Veterans Home 1971
1 11 Kaster H. S. R. 386
1 12 H.B. 1791
1 13 S.B. 737
1 14 Kaster 1971
1 15 Kaster 1971
1 16 Kaster — City Council to decide 1971

Urban renewal — no vote

1 17 Kaster H. S. R. 389 1971
1 18 REG 63R — 1356
1 19 Kaster — Exempting Flight Schools
1 20 S. B. 928 of 1971 1971
1 21 Kaster (Beeman) 1971
1 22 Kaster H. S. R. 401
1 23 Kaster H. J. R. 34
1 24 Kaster 1573
1 25 Kaster — Exempt Flight School 1972
1 26 Bills for 63rd legislation 1972
1 1 Remove Bilingual Education 1973
1 2 H. J. R. 1 — State Lottery 1973
1 3 H. J. R. 2 — State ad vaolrem tax to allow 1973
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counties to collect tax and use it for their needs

H. S. R. 12 — Study feasibility of pooling 1973
state aircrafts

H. S. R. 174 — Authorizing subcommittee on 1973
State Affairs to Study state lottery for Texas

Kaster — H. S. R. 16 Highway Legislation 1973
H. S. R. 195 — Interim Study 1973
House Concurrent Resolution 163 1973

Commemorating the incorporation of the city
of El Paso on 5- 17- 1873

House Sponsor S. B. 221 1973
House Bill 28 — Occupational Extension 1973
Center in Culberson County

House Bill 29 — Creates the Historical 1973
Conservation District

House Bill 30 — Reduce the mandatory 1973
building use fees

House Bill 31 — Exempts school materials 1973
from sales tax

House Bill 32 — Veterans Preferences 1973
for public employment

House Bill 33 — Establishing a Veterans 1973

Home in El Paso County

House Bill 34 — Issuance of time warrants by 1973

certain independent school districts

House Bill 35 — Exempting marriage license 1973
applicants from medical examination

requirements

House Bill 36 — Require each urban renewal 1973
area to be approved by voters

House Bill 37 — Make it a local option to 1973

permit public housing in urban renewal areas

in Texas

House Bill 38 — Reduces tuition to $4 per 1973

semester credit hour and eliminates the $50

minimum

House Bill 39 — Recording certain traffic 1973

violations on a person’s driver’s license

House Bill 40 — Land swap — publication on 1973

exchange of public land

House Bill 41 — Safety standards for vehicle 1973

windshields

House Bill 42 — Exempting private clubs in 1973

mixed beverage permit areas

House Bill 43 — Cigarette Tax 1973

House Bill 44 — Wrongful death status 1973
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37
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39
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42
43

44
45

46

47
48

49
50
51

52
53

House Bill 45 — Wrongful death status

House Bill 46 — Establish State Lottery

Commission

House Bill 47 — Referendum on Lottery and
Pari-mutuel wagering

House Bill 97 — Creates State Board of

Morticians

House Bill 98 — Creating Prude Ranch

Independent School District

House Bill 110 — Notice of Intent to commit

a crime

House Bill 167 — Regulation of Subdivision

Plats

House Bill 168 — Quarterly Expenditure

Program

House Bill 169 — Performance Reports on

state agencies

House Bill 170 — Texas Commission on

Revenue Earmarking

House Bill 171 — Five — year Cost Projections

House Bill 172 — Limiting Compromise

Powers of Conference Committee

House Bill 238 — Vehicle inspection and

Emission Control

House Bill 427

House Bill 432 — Coordinating Board

Technical and Vocational Programs

House Bill 490 — Technical Vocational Ed.

House Bill 577 — Appointment of public

members to regulatory agencies

House Bill 597 —

House Bill 609 — Accident and Sickness

Insurance coverage for newly born children

House Bill 807 — Refunds for modifications

of carouretion systems

House Bill 808 — Removal of a County Seat

House Bill 809 — Membership of the Texas

Commission on Interstate Cooperation

House Bill 913 — Toll bridges in counties

bordering river between Texas and Mexico

House bill 1019 — Creating Texas Home

Rehabilitation Loan Insurance Fund

House Bill 1394 — Referendum on state lottery

House Bill 1616 — Cable Television Services

House Bill 1712 — Conveyance of certain state

lands to the City of El Paso
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32

33

34

35

36

End of Session 63rd legislation
Agriculture and livestock
Appropriations

Business and Industry
Criminal Jurisprudence
Education

Elections

Environmental matters
1800-

House Administration
Insurance
Intergovernmental Relations
Judiciary

Kaster

Liquor Regulations

Labor and Management
1973

Natural Resources
Niland 63R — 631
Redistricting

Revenue and Taxation
Rules

Transportation

S. B. (Senate Bill) 902 House Bill
(HB) 809, 913, 1541, 1525
Kaster

Mr. Kaster
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee
1973

May 14, 1973

May 10

Sanchez
May 7

April 30
April 16 &17
April 9 & 10
April 2 &3

March 26 & 27
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1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973

1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973

1973
1973

1973

1973

1973

1973

1973
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2 37 March 19 & 20 1973
2 38 March 12 & 13 1973
2 39 March 5 1973
2 40 February 26, 1973 1973
2 41 February 19, 1973 1973
2 42 February 12, 1973 1973
2 43 State Affairs (Part I) 1973
2 44 State Affairs (Part Il) 1973
2 45 State Affairs Subcommittee (Part 1) 1973
2 46 State Affairs Subcommittee (Part I1) 1973
2 47 State Affairs Subcommittee (Part 1l1) 1973
Box Folder Title Date
3 1 William H. Adams — Texas Municipal Act1974
3 2 Leasing State land for boy-scout camp 1974
3 3 Bob Armstrong — Presidio Valley 1974
3 4 Mrs. Sherman Bales 1974
3 5 Tommy Bush 1974
3 6 Neil Caldwell — Motorcycle sticker 1974
(Dick Shipley)
3 7 To: Honorable Bob Armstrong (Ben Chavez) 1974
Vet. Land Program
3 8 Victoria Colclazer — Employment TEC 1974
(Henry Rothell)
3 9 Dallas Love Field Case 1974
3 10 Keith DeShane 1974
3 11 Gladys Diaz 1974
3 12 Direct Bus Service to Dell City — Truck Lusk 1974
3 13 Faben’s Airport 1974
3 14 General 1974 1974
3 15 Ingaborg Heuser (Ballet) 1974
3 16 Herman Hoffpauir 1974
3 17 Int. Boundary and Water Com 1974
3 18 Park for Presidio County Judge W. B. Johnson 1974
3 19 Magaret Kondo 1974
3 20 Honorable Jim Langdon (W.B. Barrett) 1974
Omnibus de Chihuahua Bus Co.
3 21 Marcial Mitchell 1974
3 22 No-fault Insurance 1974
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49
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53
54
95
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

64

Mr. Ray Ortiz P.S. R. O. (Medical Care)
Presidio Bridge

Al Ratner

Speaker’'s Race

Reduction of Tuition for Part-time students
B. F. Robey

Jerry Rogers (bailing wire)

Texas Water and Wastewater Utilities
Personnel Certification Act-Haskell

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Vogel 1974
Moving of Voting Place 1974
Welfare Requirements Prude Ranch 1974
Margaret Delo Wilson 1974
Education 1974
Ethics 1974
Executive 1974
Finance 1974
Intergovernmental Affairs — Counties 1974
Invitations 1974
Judiciary 1974
Land Use 1974
Legislature 1974
Local Government 1974
Public Information 1974
Questionnaire 1974
Rights and Suffrage 1974
Right to Work (correspondence) Need of
1974
New Constitution
Article | 1974
Article 1l 1974
Article 1lI 1974
Article IV 1974
Article V 1974
Article VI 1974
Article VII 1974
Article VIII 1974
Article XI 1974
Article X 1974
Article XI 1974
Press Releases 1974
Minutes 1974
Miscellaneous 1974

2nd Third Reading Style and Drafting 1974
Article Il
Article 1ll 1974

MS194

1974
1974
1974
1974
1974
1974
1974
1974
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15

16
17

18
19
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21
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25
26
27

Article IV 1974
Title Date
Article V 1974
Article VII 1974
Article VIII 1974
Article IX 1974
Article X 1974
Article Xl 1974

HCR 5 B. F. Robey Permission to sue the State

HCR 26 “Texas Highways” Official State
Magazine

HCR 94 Policy to Restrict growth of public
employees to that of state growth

HJR 61 Local Governments Article

HSR 17 Study pooling of State Owned Aircraft

Kaster HSR 137 64R 4167

Kaster 64R — 412

H.B. 57 County to Regulate Outdoor
Lighting Near major Observatory

(64th) H. B. 57 Enrolled

H.B. 57 Amended

H.B. 58 Primary Elections

House Bill 59 Social Security Number on
Child Support Documents

House Bill 60 Counties to Regulate
Subdivisions and Buildings

H.B. 61 County Land Management Act
House Bill 62 Local Gov’t Land use Control
Enabling

H. B. 63 County Land management Act
House Bill 64 Public Members on Regulatory
Board

House Bill 65 Referendum on State Lottery
Oppose H.B. 1828

House Bill 134 Home Rehabilitation Loan
Fund is Created

H.B. 157 State Board of Morticians

House Bill 247

H.B. 365 General Land trade Act

Small Business H.B. 366

House Bill 366 Small Business Assistance Act
H.B. 366 Amended

TSTA Education Act H. B. 420
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Box

28
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30

31

32
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34
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36

37
38

39
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46
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48
49
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52
53
54
55
56
57

58
59
60
61
62

Folder

TSTA H. B. 420 & H.B. 1126

H.B. 496 State wide Land — use Management
House Bill 522 U.T. Regents to negotiate for

Visitor Center

H.B. 781 Rio Grande Boundary Treaty
Implementation 64 R 1847

H.B. 828

Oppose H.B. 1018

H.B. 1334

House Bill 1627 Auditing of Records of
All cities

House Bill 1628 Records of Funeral Pre-paid

to Insurance from Banking Dept.
H.B. 1764

MS194

1975
1975
1975

1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975

1975

H.B. 1905 Coordinating Board to Set Teaching 1975

loads

H.B. 1957 County to operate Toll bridge over

Rio Grande

64 R 4313 — Kaster H.B. 2221

S. B. 469

S. B. 940

S .B. 1036

Legislation for session of 1975

Form Letters

For Equal Rights Amendment

Against ERA

ERA Against 64th —1

ERA Against 64th —2

ERA Against 64th -3

ERA Against 64th —4

ERA Against 64th -5

ERA for 1974-75

Texas Equalization Grant

Teachers Pay Increase

TWU Medical School

Special Request —Hon. Richard C. White
(OSHA)

Special Request —“State Insect” (Ladybug)
Bobby Sue Tate

Texas Shorthand Reporters Association
Utilities Commission

Retired Teacher’s Pay Raise

Texas Public Employees Raise

Title

1975

1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975

1975
1975
1975
1975
1975

Date
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Truan Bill vs. Salem Bill —Licensing Church 1975
Schools, etc.

Comprehensive Health Service Act

Remember Ben Campaign

Texas Tourist Development Agency

Astronomy —McDonald Observatory

Funding of Public Education

Out of town guests that sign the register
Appropriations Bill Museum Funds

Art and Humanities (Appropriations)

Malpractice 1975 1975
Malpractice Patients

Lloyd Otten —Coggins Disease

Malpractice 1975 1975
Representative Jim Kaster
Proposed Legislation May 1975 1975

Proposed Legislation (copies of Kaster’s file)
Anderson Ranch —Armstrong

El Paso Day Celebration

McDonald Visitors Center

Southwestern Indust. Contractors and
Riggers, Inc.

—Clay Fiske, Terry Hall Texas Industrial
Accident Board, Mr. Boykin, Mr. Solomon
Solar & Thermal Energy

Dan L. P. Duke, Sr.

McDonald Observatory Correspondence
Information Pending Legislation

Malpractice 1975-76 1975-76
The Equal Rights Amendment

Misfiled 1974-75 1974-75
Kaster HCR 6 —Plaque in Capitol Building

(65 S44)

HCR 42 YMCA Youth & Government
HCR 71 Astronomy Day in Texas

HJR 102 Electronic Banking

HCR 150 YMCA Youth & Gov’t Dates

SB 605 (Ogg) Hot Checks

Kaster H. B. 17

House Bill 21/Slot #25

. 50 Local Gov't Fiscal Notes

. 51 County Ordinance Power

. 52 El Paso Foreign Trade Zone

. 53 city ATTY to Request A. G. Opin.
. 54 Remove P & W Eminent Domain
. 87 Cancer Center under JUA
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H. B. 94 (County Equipment)
Windshields H. B. 146
H. B. 162 Parenting Education
House Bill 284 (Slot #8) eliminating school
districts immunity from liabilities for public
in athletic programs—requiring schools to
carry catastrophic insurance
House Bill #428/Slot #34
House Bill 431 Coal Slurry/Slot #34
Title Date

Amendments 1977 1977
Southwest Airlines

Free Enterprise System

Proposed Legislation (Malpractice)
Malpractice 1977 1977

Retired and State Employees

Miscellaneous (July 1977) 1977
Subcommittee for review of Fiscal Notes
Process

ERA Against

ERA For

PL 94-484 “Fifth Pathway” Program

Kaster 1977 1977
1977 1977
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee—
Forms to use

Against ERA/Slot #7

Social Workers Practice Act/Slot 9

Teacher Retirement Letter/Slot 24

Abortion Clinic Opening in El Paso/Slot #27
Comptroller’s Office—Pay Raises/Slot #30
Malpractice Insurance/Slot # 31

Governor’'s Office/Migrant Affairs #36

Blue Laws #38

Crime Legislation Card/Slot #40

Right to Work Letter/Slot #41

Tuition Equalization Grant Program/Slot #42
For Legal Abortions/Slot #48

Special Education/Slot #49

Governor’s Education Bill 1977
SB-1 1977 1977
HB-3 1977 1977
SB-1 1977 1977
HB-3&4 1977 1977
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6 33 HB-1 1977 1977
6 34 Rep. Jim Kaster HB-3 Coleman 1977
6 35 Rep. Jim Kaster HB-3 Coleman 1977
6 36 HB 750 1977 1977
6 37 HB 750 Gov. Education Bill 1976 1977
6 38 Conference Committee on General 1977
Appropriations Bills 1977
6 39 Conference Committee on General 1977
Appropriations Bills 1977
Box Folder Title Date
6 40 HB 750 Conference Committee 1977
6 41 HB 750 Conference Committee 1977
6 42 HB 750 Conference Committee 1977
6 43 HB 750 Conference Committee 1977
6 44 HB 750 1977
Box Folder Title Date
7 1 Against HB 594 Nurse Practice Act 1977
7 2 For Practice Act (HB 594)/Slot #37 1977
7 3 HB 646 Probation Reform 1977
7 4 HB 750 Governor’s Education Bill 1977
7 5 65R-2565 Governor (HB 750) (Joe Poerner) 1977
7 6 Car Registration To Identify School District 1977
7 7 Tax Bill HB 846/Slot #39 1977
7 8 MLF House Bill 900 #35 1977
7 9 HB 939 Validates TAC Air Routes 1977
7 10 HB 960 United States Parcel 1977
7 11 HB 1114 1977
7 12 HB 1164 TEC to sell El Paso building 1977
7 13 HB 1165 Subsurface Mineral Rights 1977
7 14 HB 1189 Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 1977
7 15 Pari-Mutual Betting/Slot 43 HB 1499 1977
(Support)
7 16 Pari-Mutual Betting Horseracing/Slot 28 1977
HB 1499 (Oppose)
7 17 H.B. 2050 LVN Funds to State Treasury 1977
7 18 H.B. 2051 Appropriation to UTEP 1977
7 19 H.B. 2052 Fire and Police Civil Service 1977
7 20 H.B. 2053 Creates Fire and Police Civil Service1977
7 21 H.B. 2242 State Travel and Insurance (65R 45)1977
7 22 Agriculture and livestock 1977
7 23 Business and Industry 1977
7 24 Compacts, Regions and Districts 1977
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Criminal Jurisprudence
Higher Education
Public Education
Elections

Energy Resources
Environmental Affairs
Financial Institutions
Health and Welfare
Health and Welfare (2)
Insurance
Intergovernmental Relations
Judicial Affairs
Judiciary

Labor Committee
Liquor Regulation
Natural Resources
Social Services

State Affairs (1)

State Affairs (ll)
Transportation

Ways and Means

Literature for Proposed Legislation

Appropriation Committee

MS194

1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977

Proposed Legislation 65th Session (Jan — Feb) 1977

Proposed 65th Session (March-April)
Proposed Legislation April 15th — May 31st

Appropriations Info
Bills for 65th Legislature

Task Force on Crime (1976-77)

Series lI: Impeachment of Judge O.P. Carrillo

Box Folder

o o 0o 0o Co 0o
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OO, WN -
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Title

Findings and Judgement
Correspondence
Media Coverage
Complaint — July 8, 1975

Trial Brief in Support of Complaint July 31,
Defendant’'s Memorandum Brief in Response

(Civil Action A75-CA-121)
Response of O.P. Carrillo —
Cross Examination
Miscellaneous Legal Paper

Representative Jim Kaster’s Notes

Cases and Authorities

1977
1977
1977
1977
1977

Date

1975
1975

December 12, 1974
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8 12 Ferguson Impeachment Documents 1917
8 13 Index to Testimony and Exhibits
8 14 Exhibits 16 thru 50
8 15 Exhibits 51 thru 86
8 16 Exhibits CAR-1 thru CAR-8
8 17 Exhibits CAR-9 thru CAR-32
8 18 Exhibits CAR-33 thru CAR-45
8 19 Exhibits CAR-46 thru CAR-52
8 20 Exhibit CAR-53
8 21 Exhibits CAR-54 thru CAR-71
8 22 Financial Statements of O.P. Carrillo 1974-1975
8 23 Duval County Payroll Summaries 1971-1975
8 24 Unidentified Exhibits
Box Folder Title Date
9 1 Report of Select Committee July 23, 1975 1975
9 2 Record of Proceedings of the High Court 1975
of Impeachment, September 29, 1975 thru
January 23, 1976 (4 vols.)
9 3 Rules, Statutory and Constitutional Provisions
9 4 Constitutional grounds for Presidential 1974

Impeachment Committee Print — 93rd
Congress 2nd Session — February 1974

9 5 Record of Proceedings for January 7, 1976 1976
(containing Transcript of State Judicial
qualifications Committee Hearings
Nov. 3 thru Dec. 30 1975, (2 vols.)

9 6 Index to Exhibits, Pleadings and Papers

7

9 Examiners’ Exhibits Admitted (3vols.)
Box Folder Title Date
10 Examiners’ Exhibits Not Admitted

1
10 2 Respondent’s Exhibits
10 3 Transcript of Proceedings —
House Select Committee

10 4 Transcript of Testimony — Arnulfo Guerra — 1975
December 5, 1975

10 5 Transcript of Testimony — George E. Powell - 1975
December 16 1975

10 6 Transcript of Testimony _ George E. Powell 1975
(continued) — December 16, 1975

10 7 Transcript of Testimony — Cleofas Gonzalez — 1975
Dec. 16, 1975

10 8 Examiners’ Pleadings



10 9 Respondent’s Pleadings

Series lll: Texas Constitutional Convention

Box Folder Title

11 1 Texas Constitutional Convention —

Official Journal — January 8, 1974 thru
July 20, 1974 (4 vols.)

MS194

Date

1974
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