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History and progress at center of D.C. Pride Parade

SARA FULTONT/SHFWIRE

Luciana Harrington Marchesini, 31, of Washington approaches to the judges’ stand with members of World Bank GLOBE and other international organizations. SHFwire photo by Sarah Fulton

BY SARAH FULTONT
SHFwire

WASHINGTON - Everything
around Dupont Circle, from hair to
popsicles, was rainbow Saturday as an
estimated 150,000 spectators packed
the streets for the 40th annual D.C.
Pride Parade.

Hosted by the Capital Pride Alliance,
the parade of 186 groups marched 1.5
miles in three-hours.

“The fact that we have had this
around for 40 years is wonderful. It is

a testament to how the community has
grown, changed and developed over
these last 40 years,” Bernie Delia, Capi-
tal Pride Alliance board president, said.

Deacon Maccubbin, who served as
a grand marshal, held the first Wash-
ington pride festival outside his shop,
Lambda Rising, in 1975. Delia said
that time was not favorable for the gay
community.

“It was not really that long ago that
the community was far from accepted.
There were criminal statutes against
same-sex relationships, Delia said.

“There were people who were fired
from their jobs with their federal gov-
ernment because they either were or
were perceived as homosexual”

Themed “flashback;” this year’s pa-
rade was intended to celebrate the
country’s progress since then.

“We think it is always important to
look back, especially on these marker
anniversaries. It is a chance to look back
and see where we came from and where
we are going to be,” Delia said.

This year George Carrancho, who
works for a corporate travel company,

and Sean Franklin, who works for a
technology consulting group, were
married on a float in front of the judges’
stand. They live in New York.

For the second year in a row a U.S.
Armed Forces color guard led the pa-
rade. Before last year, no military guard
had participated in a pride parade.
Through the organization Scouts for
Equality, Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts
also marched for the first time.

Also new this year was a “family fun
zone” meant to cater to the changing

needs of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender community.

“One of the ways it is growing and
changing is there are more same-sex
families who have children. We wanted
to provide them with a place to grow
and enjoy, Delia said.

Mark Hegedus, 51, of Washington, a
lawyer at the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, normally marches with the Gay
Men’s Chorus. However, this year he
joined his nephew, Kyle Hegedus, 23,
and other family members on the side-
lines at their first pride parade.

“What is amazing is the sense of ac-
complishment,” Mark Hedegedus said.

The number of people who came out
in support had an impact on Shohreh
Mohebbi, 61, a retired Virginia teacher
who now lives in Washington.

“It is really good that so many people

support it Mohebbi said.

Reach reporter Sarah Fulton at Sarah.Fulton@scripps.
com or 202-408-1492. SHFWire stories are free to any news
organization that gives the reporter o byline and credits
SHFWire. Like the Scripps Howard Foundation Wire inferns

on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.t

State-of-the-art dormitories to open in August

BY JUAN RAYGOZA

The Prospector

Come this fall, the brand-new Miner
Canyon student housing complex will
be ready for students to move in.

As part of a $23-million project, the
new dormitories will feature 83 units
able to house approximately 352 stu-
dents in bedroom residences that will
range from single-person efficiencies
to four and six-bedroom suites for stu-
dents to live in.

Charles Gibbens, director of housing,
said the new and ambitious project will
be ready by late July. He also said the
entire project cost of $23 million dollars
includes the site preparation, construc-
tion and all the furnishings as well.

The only requirement to live in Miner
Canyon will be the same as it is with
Miner Village and Miner Heights-be-
ing a registered UTEP student. How-
ever, during the summer the univer-
sity receives students who come to do
research from other countries and they
are allowed to get housing during the
summer because there are a lot of va-
cancies during that time.

These new dormitories will be avail-
able to students and athletes equally
and will not have any special prefer-
ences to athletes as has been rumored.
However, with that being said, the ath-
letic department requires all first-year
scholarship athletes to live on campus,
so housing and the athletic department
do work closely to reserve spaces for
those student-athletes.

Miner Canyon will not be a tradi-
tional dormitory as the ones that al-

Miner Canyon student will feature 83 units able to house approxamitely 352 students.

ready exist on campus. The facility
will have many special features, or as
Gibbens says, “state-of-the-art student
housing” According to Gibbens, na-
tional research has shown that students
graduate at a higher rate when they live
on campus because of the positive peer
pressure that exists. The design of this
facility will be specifically to have the
old features of student dormitories, but
coupled with the new living-learning
laboratories. The lobby area will be a

place where everybody can interact and
will be equipped with TVs, dry-erase
boards and movable furnishings.

The purpose of this lobby area, ac-
cording to Gibbens, is to have a lot of
community space so students can get
to know each other and mingle with
each other. These lobby areas will make
study areas a lot more efficient than
those available in the other housing
complexes. Also at the end of each floor
will be individual study rooms.

MICHAELA ROMAN/ THE PROSPECTOR

All rooms will be fully furnished they
will be equipped with wireless applica-
tion protocols (WAP) for every two
students, Internet protocol television
service, three different study areas on
each floor equipped with 70-inch TV
monitors, which will be useful to prac-
tice presentations or work on group
projects, a computer lab and printing

stations.

“Everything we do is about develop-
ing an environment that is conducive to
academic success,” Gibbens said.

Although these apartments were de-
signed in collaboration with students,
faculty and staff at the university to bet-
ter fill students, some current students
at UTEP felt those funds could have
served a better purpose.

Senior metallurgical ~engineering
major Pedro Cruz said that it would be
better to invest those millions on labs or
maybe reducing the cost of tuition.

“A clear example is the department of
metallurgy, classrooms and laboratories
are ancient there,” Cruz said. “In fact
this semester they canceled two labs for
lack of equipment?”

Cruz also said the prestige of UTEP
will be higher with these state-of-the-
art dormitories, but he said there are
a lot of things that need improving at
UTEP as well.

Senior multimedia journalist Daniel
Alvarez said he would surely enjoy liv-
ing in a high-tech dormitory complex at
least for a semester before he graduates.

“I live at home, but it would be cool
to live in that new dormitory just to be
from the first generation to do so;” Al-
varez said. “T'll inform myself when the

project is finished”

Juan Raygoza may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmil.com.
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Museum brings first LGTBQ exhibit in El Paso

SERGIO ZAMORA/ THE PROSPECTOR

out really knowing, said Galeano.
“Nowadays, the majority of us have
someone on our side that is part of
the LGBTQ community””

According to Lopez, the exhibit
challenges the public to see things
from a different perspective and to
stand from a new and different place.

Depicted on one of the exhibits
walls is a quote from a UTEP alumni
and former lecturer Victor Macias-
Gonzalez that reads: “I was aware
that a community does not exist if
it doesn’t have history. The impor-
tant thing, I told myself, is to collect
history...you are not a current social
problem but...belong to a commu-
nity with a long trajectory and pres-
ence. You can't be erased if youre in
history”

For Lopez, this quote sums up the
meaning of the exhibit.

“It all starts through by listening
and engaging with our stories,” Lopez
said.

Lopez also said the exhibit will
bring awareness to UTEP students
and the community in general of the
presence that the LGBTQ community
has in history and their efforts to have
the same rights as everyone.

“We have broken many schemes
in different social problems and it’s
already time to break the scheme of
keeping the LGBTQ community hid-
den,” Galeano said.

The Centennial Museum and Chi-
huahuan Desert Gardens at UTEP
are open from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Tuesday through Saturday. The ex-
hibit is free of charge for the general
public.

For more information about the
exhibit “Engendering Community;”
visit museum.utep.edu or call (915)
747-5565.

Fernanda Leon may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com

The “Engendering Community” Exhibit will be held at the UTEP Centennial Museum until Sept. 19

BY FERNANDA LEON

The Prospector

The first exhibit in El Paso to high-
light the lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender and queer community is now
open to the public. This is a progres-
sive move toward recognition among
the LGBTQ community in the Sun
City as their artistic endeavors are
presented to the rest of the El Paso
community.

The UTEP Centennial Museum
and Chihuahuan Desert Gardens
will be displaying the “Engendering
Community” exhibit from June 2 to
Sept. 19, showcasing the artisan work
that depicts the struggles, triumphs
and lifestyle of El Paso’s LGBTQ de-
mographic, covering topics from
same-sex marriage to gender identity.

Jose Galeano, junior art major, said
it is very important to have an exhibit
of this nature in the city.

“This could help many people to
comprehend more about the topic
and that way they can represent and
support the LGBTQ community
without judging or offending,” said
Galeano.

The items in the exhibit are objects
that the LGBTQ community from El
Paso and Cd. Judrez have donated.
These items mark their experiences.

“We have photographs, a drag
queen’s gown, a trans person’s chest
binder, journals, among other items,”
said Joshua Lopez, English and
American literature graduate student.

Lopez is also a researcher and par-
ticipant with the “Engendering Com-
munity” exhibit.

Among the other things that the
public will find in the exhibit are
newspaper articles from El Paso
Times that relate to LGBTQ activities.
There are also items that feature the
LGBT organizations on campus.

The history of the LGBTQ commu-
nity is an important aspect that the
exhibit wants to portray.

“Telling and hearing stories is
important,” Lopez said. “They al-
low us to give voice to those who
were voiceless, make that which was
invisible visible, and we gain new
perspectives.”

The LGBTQ community has gone
through many struggles and it can
still be a marginalized community for
many people.

“The LGBTQ community in El
Paso is a topic that is still very closed—
in where people are judgmental with-

Local husinesses work to ensure summer fun safety

BY JOSE S0T0
The Prospector

The sun is blazing, the days are long and the
heat is ever rising. Summer is in full effect in
the Sun City. That means El Pasoans are taking
to the streets to enjoy the hot summer months.
The people of El Paso are out and about enjoy-
ing themselves now more than any other sea-
son with many events to choose from, many of
which are party orientated.

Many clubs, bars, restaurants and businesses
host daytime pool parties, brunches and other
events that attract the summer crowd. This ob-
viously entails alcohol consumption.

According to a study conducted by the Foun-
dation For Advancing Alcohol Responsibility,
June and August were the deadliest months on
the road in 2013. Furthermore, 43 percent of
traffic-related fatalities during the summer were
from drunk driving and there were more high-
blood acohol content fatal traffic crashes during
August than any other month of the year.

To ensure the safety of those partaking in
these party-orientated events, some locations
are taking special measures. Kenji Shigematsu,
one of the partners from The Garden, said the
location has reiterated proper training for their
security.

“We've gone through old procedures with our
security staff and have implmented new ones as
well,” Shigematsu said. “We make sure our staff

knows exactly what to do while working any
event held here.

Shigematsu also said The Garden has in-
creased their security staff for the summer party
events.

“Along with more security, we also hire un-
dercover police to secure the surrounding area,”
Shigematsu said.

The Garden’s bartenders also go through extra
training during the summer months.

“We make sure that every bartender is up
to par with TABC (Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission) policies and procedures,” Shi-
gematsu said. “They also go through proper
training in order to identify when someone has
had too much to drink. That way, we can stop
serving them before they become completely
intoxicated.”

Shigematsu said The Garden also enforces
proper dress code in order to prevent any ille-
gal firearms or weapons from being introduced
into the venue. “It is also to attract a well be-
haved crowd,” he said.

Like The Garden, Malolam also has increased
their security staff. Adrian Castillo, manager at
Malomam, said they have hired more security
for the summer, especially for their newly im-
plemented brunch parties.

“The brunch has attracted more people dur-
ing the daytime, so we've hired more daytime
security, said Castillo. “Then we bring in more
security once the night crowd starts coming in”

Castillo also said Malolam bartenders have
also gone through proper training to ensure
their attendees don’t over-consume alcohol.

“It's important for us to maintain the good
behavior of our crowd,” Castillo said. “Our bar-
tenders know how to tell when someone has
had too much to drink. Our bussers and servers
do as well. We all communicate with each other
to ensure that no one is getting over-served.
Once someone shows signs of inebriation, we
cut them off”

Castillo said Malolam has so far had “good
luck” with their summer parties.

“Luckily, nothing unfortunate has happened,”
Castillo said.

While bars and restaurants do their part to
ensure everything goes well inside their estab-
lishments, the El Paso Sherift’s Department will
be doing their part to ensure everything goes
well outside as well.

Sgt. Michael Lara said the department is
well prepared to handle the summertime party
crowd.

“The department does have plans in place to
help curb any partying problem,” Lara said. “We
have enough units out to help maintain control.”

Lara said the department is also equipped to
respond to any situations that may happen at
the outskirts of town.

“We have off-road vehicles and a portable
lighting system powered by a generator, Lara
said. “They have used this equipment on many

occasions when responding to situations that
occur in the desert area off of Montana such as
Red Sands.

Savannah Hernandez, junior psychology ma-
jor, is one of many who will be partaking in the
summer partying.

“As college students, there are always many
invites to attend pool parties, cook-outs, parties
at bars,” Hernandez said. “It’s obvious that many
young El Pasoans are going to be attending
many of these events. The trick is to know ex-
actly what you are doing and what your limit is”

Hernandez said knowing the difference
between alcoholic beverages is also crucial.
“You’ve got to know what it is that you're drink-
ing and how it affects you,” Hernandez said.
“Beer affects people differently than a cocktail,
for example. You've got to know your drink”

Both Malolam and The Garden offertranspor-
tation services to those who have had too much
to drink.“If you let us know, we'll find a way
to get you home safely;” Castillo said. “We are
happy to provide rides to people who recognize
that they have had too much to drink?”

Both Castillo and Shigematsu encourage par-
tygoers to drink enough water between alco-
holic beverages, to party on a full stomach and
designate a sober driver.

For a free ride home, call (915) 212-7777.

Jose Soto may he reached at theprospectordaily@ent.com
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Rotich does It again!

Track and field wraps up season at NCAA Championships

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
Anthony Rotich became just the third athlete in history to win three consecutive 3000-meter steeple chase national championships.

BY JUAN CARLOS NAVARRETE

The Prospector

UTEP track and field’s season has
come to an end after the 2015 NCAA
Outdoor Championships. Of the four
Miner athletes who traveled to Eu-
gene, Oregon, senior Anthony Rotich
was the most successful.

Rotich was not only looking to be
the first to finish inside the top 10
in an event for UTEP, he was tak-
ing the track in search of his third-
consecutive Steeplechase National
Championship.

For Rotich, the race was differ-
ent than what he had been running
before. The race was much more
competitive and had many runners
fall—including one of Rotichs run-
ning mates.

“This one was a little different from
what I had been doing every year;
Rotich said. “This one I had to run
by myself after one of my friends fell
down. I did not have an option”

Losing the man he was hoping
would pace the race, Rotich was
forced to take the lead for most of the
competition.

With about 100 meters to go, fel-
low Kenyan Stanley Kebenei would
take the lead briefly, putting Rotich’s
three-peat in serious danger. That’s
when the Miner hit another gear and
was able to secure the win.

“The prophecy is fulfilled” UTEP
distance coach Paul Ereng said.
“This is the most wonderful victory
he’s had. A lot of people were trying
to put pressure on him and he came
through”

Rotich finishes his career at UTEP
as only the third—second in UTEP
history—ever to win this event three

(44

times in a row. He is considered
among the best in the nation and
don’t be surprised to see him compete
at a much higher level.

The second Miner athlete in action
was sophomore javelin thrower Ras-
mus Maukonen. The Finland native
went to Eugene with a goal of making
a 75-meter throw. Unfortunately, he
was well under that distance with his
best throw reaching 65 meters.

The prophecy is
fulfilled. This is the
most wonderful
victory he’s had.

2

- Paul Ereng,
UTEP distance coach

“Rasmus simply had a bad day to-
day, said Miner head coach Mika
Laaksonen. “Season’s worst perfor-
mance here. He just looked flat”

Maukonen finished in 20th place
and will get All-American Honorable
Mention for his performance.

Senior Jallycia Pearson wore the
orange and blue for the last time in
Eugene, competing in the heptathlon.

see TRACK on page 8

Paul Thomas ready to contribute: ‘It’s really all about the team’

BY LUIS GONZALEZ

The Prospector

UTEP men’s basketball began in-
troducing its new recruiting class last
week. After suffering important de-
partures after this year’s season, head
coach Tim Floyd is hoping forward
Paul Thomas will help fill the hole
left by all-conference forward Vince
Hunter.

“In the preseason, we signed a cou-
ple of bigger guys, anticipating Vince
Hunter would leave us prematurely;
Floyd said. “Paul is a guy...who can
play the small forward (position) and
play out on the floor”

The 6-foot-9-inch Thomas, listed
by ESPN as a four-star recruit, led his
high school to a 6-A Bi-district cham-
pionship while earning First Team
All-District honors.

In Hunter, who declared for the
NBA draft after his sophomore sea-
son, UTEP and Floyd lost a versatile
athlete who could contribute on both
ends of the floor. That might be the
exact way to describe Thomas, even
if those contributions might come in
different ways to those of Hunter.

The comparisons with Hunter did
not wait, but even for Thomas, the
differences between him and Hunter
are significant.

“I think me and Vince are two to-
tally different players,” Thomas said.
“He’s a really great player and I'm ob-
viously not there yet”

Hunter, UTEP’s leading scorer and
rebounder last year, was a natural
power forward who was almost un-
stoppable in the paint. Floyd looked
to take full advantage of Hunter’s
athleticism by playing him over long
stretches of time at the small forward
position.

Thomas is a more natural small for-
ward, who appears to be more com-
fortable playing outside of the paint
than the man who he will try to help
replace.

“My most intriguing skill would be
my length and versatility;, Thomas
said. “Being able to space the floor out
for driving lanes. I'm just a versatile
guy, who can put the ball on the floor
and create plays”

Thomas was heavily recruited be-
fore ultimately deciding he would
wear the orange and blue.

He had offers from programs like
the University of Memphis, the Uni-
versity of Houston and Texas Tech.
Members of Conference USA like
Rice and Western Kentucky were
also looking to secure the services of
Thomas for the 2015-16 season.

see BASKETBALL on page 8

Paul Thomas is listed by ESPN as a four-star recruit.

ADAM ZIEGENHALS / THE PROSPECTOR
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