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(0 ra l  H is to ry  in te rv iew w i th  Dr .  C leo fas  Ca l le ros  on  September  14 ,  1972.
Conduct ing  the  in te rv iew is  Dr .  0scar  J .  l4ar t fnez  o f  The Un ivers i ty  o f
Texas  a t  E l  Paso.  )

Dr -  Ca l le ros ,  where  are  you f rom or ig ina l l y ,  and when d id  you come to  E l

Paso?

I  was  born  jn  R fo  F lo r ido ,  Ch ihuahua ,  on  Apr i l  9 , . l 896 ,  where  we rema jned

unt i l  I  was  s ix  months  o ld .  F rom there ,  we moved to  Ch ihuahua,  where  we

remained un t i l  I  was  s ix  and a  ha l f  years  o ' ld .  I  a t tended the  f j rs t  g rade

in  the  Escue la  de l  Santo  N ' iho  de  Ch ihuahuao where  I  learned my four  tab les

f rom one  to  twe lve - -add i t j on ,  sub t rac t ' i on ,  mu l t ip l i ca t ion ,  and  d iv i s ion - -

and  I  cou ld  read  and  wr i te  w i th  ink .  I  had  a ' l ready  f in i shed . . .

(  r  NTERRUPTT 0N )

We ar r j ved  in  E l  Paso on  the  Mex ican Cent ra l  Ra i l road,  th i rd  c lass :  my

mother and my next brother,  Mart fn,  and Rita.  The reason that my father

came to  E l  Paso- -about  the  mjdd le  o f  August  o f  
. l902- -was 

due to  the  fac t

tha t  he  had a  cont rac t  to  t rans fer  the  f re igh t  and mater ia ls  a t  tha t  t ime

to bui ld El  Teatro de los H6roes. My father had a wagon pu11ed by two

mules ,  and another  wagon pu l led  by  two horses .  One day  he  had to  un load

a car load o f  g iass  wh ich  was des t ined to  the  Teat ro  de  los  H6roes .  As

he was load jng  the  91ass ,  an  ernp loyee o f  Gov.  Lu is  Ter razas  to ld  h im to

take  one load to  the  Teat ro  de  los  H6roes  and one load to  the  Qu jn ta  Caro ' l  ' i na ,

wh ich  was the  Governor 's  pa lace- to -be .  When my fa ther  re fused to  comply

wi th  tha t  reques t ,  h is  wagons and mules  and horses  were  conf isca ted ,  and

he was pu t  on  a  f re igh t  t ra in  coming nor th  to  E l  Paso.  He was ins t ruc ted

to come to the United States and never to return to M6xcio.

0f  course my mother was worr ied because she didn' t  know what had

happened to my father or to the horses, but about a week later she received

a le t te r  f rom my fa ther  s ta t ing  tha t  he  had ob ta ined a  iob  as  a  bo t t le
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washer  a t  t he  E l  Paso  Da i r y ,  and  tha t  j us t  as  soon  as  he  cou ld  ga the r  a

l i t t l e  money  he  wou ld  send  fo r  us  to  come to  E l  Paso ,  wh ich  he  d jd  abou t

0c tobe r  l .  So  my  mo the r ,  R i ta ,  Mar t i n  and  I  l e f t  f o r  E l  Paso ,  a r r i v i ng

the n ight  o f  0ctober  5 in  Judrez.  My father  to ld  my mother  to  walk  under

the  b r i dge .  As  we  go t  t o  t he  r i ve r ,  we  then  wa lked  on  the  E l  Paso  s ide

and  reg ' i s te red  as  immig ran ts  coming  to  E ' l  Paso  to  l i ve .

When my father  ar r ived at  the immigrat ion s tat ion,  I  asked h im why

he  had  asked  my  mo the r  t o  come under  the  b r i dge ,  and  he  sa id ,  "We ' l l ,  when

the  r i ve r  i s  d ry  the re  i s  no  sense  o f  us  Mex icans  pay ing  one  cen tavo  to

c ross  tha t  b r i dge ,  because  tha t  b r i dge  i s  bu i I t  on  Mex ican  te r r i t o ry , "

wh i ch  was  t hen  (and  s t i 11  i ' s )  ca l l ed  t he  Chamiza l .

A t  t ha t  t ime ,  D r .  Ca l l e ros ,  was  i t  common fo r  many  o the r  Mex jcans  to  make

the  t r j p ,  such  as  you r  f am i l y  had  made ,  t o  em ig ra te  to  the  Un i ted  S ta tes?

We]1 ,  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  o r  ra the r ,  f r om tha t  t ime ,  I  l ea rned  tha t  f rom abou t

lB83  o r  
. 1884  

Mex icans  s ta r ted  to  come to  the  U .S .  f o r  t he  pu rpose  o f  go ing

on the reenganches.  Reengahdi ies were agendieS whleh h i red i r iex icanS to work

fo r  t he  ra j l r aods ,  espec ia l l y  t he  San ta  Fe ,  t he  Sou the rn  Pac i f i c ,  and  t he

G.H .  and  S .A .  A t  t ha t  t ' ime ,  t he re  were ,  on  E l  Paso  and  7 th  S t ree ts ,  t h ree

Le .S . !g$S Ig  agenc ies  espec ia l ' l y  f o r  t he  h i r i ng  and  rec ru i t i ng  o f  l l ex  j cans

who wanted to  go to  work for  the ra i l roads.  The three companies were

Sdra te  and  Anv ina ,  t he  Hand l i n  Supp ly  Company ,  (Hand l i n  p rov ' i ded  l abo re rs

to  the  San ta  Fe  ra i l r aod ) ,and  the  Ho lmes  Supp ly  Company ,  t he  th i rd

one ,  wh ich  supp l i ed  l abo re rs  to  the  Sou the rn  Pac ' i f i c .  Now,  these  l abo re rs

were h i red for  $ l  per  day i  Then there was a cornmissary by the name of

T rec le  Supp ly  Company .  They  fu rn i shed  the  p rov i s ions  and  the  g roce r ies

that  were sent  a long w' i th  the t rack layers.  Most  o f  them went  to  Los

Ange les ,  San  F ranc i sco ,  and  Sac ramen to  on  the  Wes t  Coas t ,  and  Topeka ,  Kansas
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and  Ch icago  down  on  the  San ta  Fe  where  the  d i s t r i bu t i on  was  made ,  and  then

on  to  the  San ta  Fe  tha t  wen t  t o  Amar i11o ,  Texas ,  and  Ga lves ton  and  Hous ton .

h las th is  movement  of  workers f rom M6xico very extensive?

We11 ,  up  to  and  i nc lud jng  19 '12  when  I  wen t  t o  work  fo r  t he  San ta  Fe ,  ' i t

was  s t i l l  wha t  we  wou ld  ca l l  nowadays  "heavy  t ra f f j c . "  Usua l l y  eve ry  day

f rom E l  Paso  were  sh ipped  fou r  o r  f i ve  passenger  coaches  w i th  l abo re rs  to

the  Sou the rn  Pac i f i c ,  t he  San ta  Fe  and  o the r  ra j l r oads .  0 f  cou rse ,  t he

San ta  Fe  a l so  fu rn i shed  the  Rock  I s land  and  the  Sou the rn  Pac j f i c ,  and  they

fu rn i shed  the  Un ion  Pac i f j c  and  a l ' l  t hose  l i nes  on  the  Wes t .  So  app rox i -

ma te l y  t he re  were  90  l abo re rs  to  each  coach .  So  you  mu l t i p l y  90  x  5  and

you have about  450 per  day.  0 f  course the reason for  that  was that  the

I r i sh  who  d id  a l l  o f  t he  t r ack  wo rk  up  t o  and  i nc l ud ing ' lBB2  when  you r

ra i l r oad  came to  E l  Paso ,  t hey  j us t  qu i t  do ing  tha t  and  wen t  i n to  some

o the r  k ind  o f  bus ' i ness ;  so  then  i t  was  the  Mex jcans  who  took  ove r .

Now the  Sou the rn  Pac i f i c  used  Ch inese  t rack  men .  f r j hen  the  Sou the rn

Pac i f i c  reached  E l  Paso  i n  Mayn  
. l 882 ,  

t hey  b rough t  j n  3000  Ch jnese  t rack

labo re rs ,  and  when  the  ra i l r oad  was  comp le ted  a t  E l  Paso  and  was  j o ined

w ' i t h  t he  G .S .  and  S .A .  coming  f rom San  An ton io  to  E l  Paso ,  t hen  a l l  t he

Ch inese  were  d j scha rged .  Tha t ' s  why  we  had  so  many  Ch inese  res tau ran ts  and

laundr ies  ' i n  E l  Paso ,  oh ,  f o r  abou t  20  yea rsn  because  those  Ch inese  had

to  f i nd  j obs ,  because  the  ra i l r oads  d idn ' t  t ake  ca re  o f  t hem.  And  then

the  Mex icans  took  ove r  t he i r  j obs .

D id  the  fam ' i l i es  o f  t he  worke rs  rema in  i n  M6x ico?

The  fam i l i es  a l l  r ema ined  i n  t t 16x i co .  The re  were  no  t rack  l abo re rs  sen t

wi th  the i r  fami l  ies.  There were a few except ions.  A i te ia  worker lad ' .^ rorked

s j x  r non ths  o r  a  yea r ,  t hen  he  was  pe rm i t t ed  t -  b r i ng -h i i  f am i l y ,  anO 
-_ev

were ]  q i ven  t ranspor ta t i on  f rom E l  Paso  to  the  sec t i on  whereve r  t he  husband

t4:
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was work ing .  But  o rd inar i l y  a l ' l  those workers  tha t  worked fo r  the  ra i l -

road,  they  were  g iven passes  to  v ' i s i t  the i r  fami l ies  every  s ' i x  months  i f

they wanted to,  and they al l  took advantage of  that .  They went to M6xico

and stayed there three or four weeks and then came back. 0f  course they

were  a lways  we lcomed,  espec ia l l y  exper ienced t rack  workers .  And then a f te r

l912  those  famj l i es  tha t  wen t  a long  w i th  the i r  husbands  were  g iven  o ' ld

boxcars ,  wh ' i ch  were  conver ted  as  l i v ing  quar te rs .  They  were  ca l led  bunk

houses ,  and  the  ra i l road  usua l l y  had  them in  i so la ted  wh is t le  s tops .  They

had anywhere  f rom l0  to  20  box  cars  used by  10  or  20  famj l ' i es .  One fami ly

was g iven a  box  car .

So then you had communi t jes  wh ich  deve loped or  s ta r ted  as  a  resu l t  o f

laborers coming over here f rom M6x' ico?

0h  yes ,  l i ke  Vado ,  New Mex jco ,  Mesqu i te ,  Bonana ,  R jnc6n .  A l l  those  p resen t

towns,  they  were  s ta r ted  by  bunk  houses ;  and the  same th ing  app l ies  to

the  rou te  go ing  to  the  West  Coast  to  Demjng and on  to  Doug las  and on  to

Los  Ange l  es .

What  k ind  o f  cond ' i t ions  ex is ted  in  these ra i l road communi t ies?

The people were perfect ' ly  happy because they had the commissary.  I t  came

once a  week on  the  loca l  f re igh t  t ra ' ins  and le f t  p rov is ions ,  and the

laborers  a lways  had the ' i r  money or  the i r  famj l ies  to  pay  fo r i t .  And those

who d idn ' t  have a  famj ly ,  they  h ' i red  some woman f rom around the  l i t t le

communi ty  there .  She used to  cook  fo r  10 ,20  or  30  cents ;  the  mea ls  were

25  cen ts  per  mea l .

What  abou t  schoo ls  fo r  ch i ld ren ,  and  rec rea t iona l  and  soc ja l  fac i l i t i es?

There  was no  such th jng  as  a  schoo l  per  se ,  o r  recrea t iona l  fac i l ' i t i es .

0 f  course  a  k id ,  he  doesn ' t  need much o f  a  recrea t ion  f ie ld  to  en ter ta in

h imse l f ,  because  a l l  tha t  i t  took  was  jus t  to  c lean  a  l i t t l e  b rush  f rom

M:

C:

M:

C:

M:

a .
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a round  the  bunk  houses  and  the  p lace  l ooked  ve ry  respec tab le .  And  you

know Mex jcans - - they  a lwa ,ys  have  f l owers ,  so they  go t  t he i r  f l ower  po ts  and

the  f i r s t  t h ing  you  know they  had  a  ga rden .  I f  i t  was ' i n  t he  summer t jme

they  had the i r  vegetab le  garden.

D id  the  ra i l road compan ies  t rea t  the  workers  we l l  then,  and prov ide  fo r

the i  r  needs?

Exce l len t .  Espec ia l l y  med ica l .  You know the  Santa  Fe,  they  had the  p lan

of  every  worker  fo r  the  Santa  Fe,  and the  Southern  Pac i f j c  and a l l  the

ra i l roads .  They  pa id  50  cents  per  month  and tha t  en t i t led  them to  doc tor ,

med ic ine  and  hosp i ta l .

D id  Mex jcan workers  have oppor tun i t ies  to  ge t  in to  the  h igher  pay ' ing  jobs?

Very  se ldom.  Now tha t ' s  where  the  t roub le  came in ,  tha t  a  Mex ican was

not  g iven  an  oppor tun i ty  un t i l  way ,  wdy  many years  to  be  a  s t raw boss .  A

s t raw boss  wou ld  be  the  equ iva len t  o f  ass js tan t  to  the  roadmaster  o r  ass ' i s -

tant  to the sect ion foreman, and he would get 25 cents extra for  being

the  s t raw boss .

M:  So then Mex ican workers  wou ld  se ldom be c rew bosses  or  ho ld  some o f  the

pos i t i ons  o f  admin is t ra t ion?

l r l e l l ,  t he  h ighes t  t hey  wou ld  eve r  ge t  wou ld  be  the  boss  o f  t he  hand  ca r ,

because  hand  ca rs  wou ld  be  ope ra ted  eve ry  e igh t  m i l es .  Eve ry  e igh t  m i l es

the re  i s  a  man  who  takes  ca re  o f  t ha t  t rackage  and  ano the r  man  takes  ove r

t he  nex t  e i gh t  m i l es .  F rom sec t i on  t o  sec t i on  he  j s  he ld  r espons ib l e  f o r

keep ing  the  road  j n  shape  and  see ing  i f  t he re  i s  any  b reakage  o r  damage .

What  were the wage d i f ferences between what  t^ tas paid to  l4ex ican workers

and  wha t  was  pa id  to  Ang lo  worke rs?

C:  The re  were  no  such  th ings  as  Ang ' l o  worke rs ,  because  no  Ang lo  wou ld  go  to

work  fo r  $ . | . 00  pe r  day .  I t  was  a  ]00% Mex ican  dea l .

r .

t4:



M:

C:

CALLEROS

What  abou t  t he  sk i l l ed  j obs?

We11 ,  o f  cou rse  you  mean ,  l i ke  mechan ics ,  where  they  wou ld  be  j n  t he

mechan ica l  depar tmen t?  Those  were  sk i l l ed  j obs .  I n  t he  o f f i ces ,  o f  wh ich

there were very few,  there were very,  very few Mexicans.  Now for instance

I  s ta r ted  w i th  the  San ta  Fe  Ra i l road  as  a  messenger  boy .  I  wo rked  seven

days a week,  f rom 7 A.M.  to  B P. [ ' { .  every day.  No cof fee break,  no vacat ion,

no  t ime  and  a  ha l f .  None  o f  t ha t  nonsense .  And  I  go t  pa id  $SO a  mon th ,

wh ich  was  da rn  good  pay .  Th i r t y  do l l a rs  i n  l 912  was  ve ry ,  ve ry  good  money .

Then  f rom the re  I  wen t  t o  ass i s tan t  ya rd  c le rk  wh ich  pa id  $55 ,  t hen  f r i l  yu ra

c le r k  wh i ch  pa id  $60 .  Then  I  wen t  i n  as  ca r t  c l e r k .  See ,  i n  t he  mean t ime

I  was  accumu la t i ng  sen io r i t y .  So  when  a  vacancy  came up  i t  was  open  fo r

b id .  So  then  I  became ca r t  c l e rk .  Then  I  became a  ra te  c le rk ,  t hen  a

ch ie f  c l e r k ,  t hen  a  ch ie f  l j ne  c l e r k .  So  you  see ,  I  was  a l ong  w i t h  two

o the r  boys ,  I sabe l  Garc ia  whom I  t ook  i n ,  and  Manue l  Garc fa ,  who  took  me  jn

when he was promoted to warehouse foreman. Manuel took me to work for

the Santa Fe.  So there were three of  us who went  to  Sacred Hear t  School ,

and f rom there when we graduated went  over  to  the Santa Fe.

A t  wha t  age  d id  you  s ta r t  wo rk jng  fo r  t he  ra i l r oad?

I  was  seven teen  yea rs  o ld  when  I  s ta r ted .

t^ lou ld you say that  the Mex' ican workers fe l t  good and were sat is f ied w' i th

t he i r  connec t i on  w i t h  t he  ra i l r oad?

We l l ,  t he  th ree  o f  us  were ,  because  we  were  qua l i f i ed .  We had  g radua ted

f rom the  e igh th  g rade  a t  Sac red  Hear t  Schoo l .  l , r l e  had  a l ready  f i n i shed

al  gebra,  commerc ' ia l  ar i thrnet ' ic ,  commerc ia ' l  law,  phys io logy and phys ica l

geography .  And  those  a re  sub iec ts  tha t  a re  now taugh t ' i n  h igh  schoo l .

And  o f  cou rse  the  th ree  o f  us  were  amb i t i ous  enough  no t  t o  bo the r  w i th ' t h i s

nonsense  o f  i n to le rance ,  because  we  fough t  ou r  ba t t l es .  Now don ' t  t h ink

that  i t  was a bed of  roses.  I  remember that  when I  f i rs t  got  to  be ass ' is tant

M :

L :

M:
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cash ier ,  the  f i rs t  ones  tha t  jumped on

Ku K lux  K lan .  They  cou ldn ' t  see  why a

What djd they t ry to do?

7

me were the Masons, and then the

Mex ican was there ,  see?

M:

C:

M:

C :

To  ge t  me  to  qu j t .  0 r  ge t  t he  ra i l r oad  to  f i r e  me .

Wha t  d i d  t hey  do  spec i f i ca l l y?

0h ,  t hey  used  to  ca l l  me  "d i r t y  Mex ican . "  A t  t ha t  t ime  they  ca l l ed  us

Mex icans  "ye11ow be l I j eso "  and  then  "g rease rs . "  And  they  wou ld  do  eve ry -

th ing  to  see  tha t  someth ing  wen t  w rong ,  i n  o rde r  t o  b lame us  fo r  do ing  i t ,

i n  a  very  sn i tchy  way.

M:  Would  you say  tha t  j t  was  unusua l  fo r  you  and those o ther  two f r iends  tha t

you had to  r i se  to  those k ' inds  o f  pos i t ' i ons?

C:  0h ,  yes ,  because jn  the  o ther  ra ' i l roads  they  d idn ' t  have any  Mex icans .

In  the  G.H.  and  S .A . ,  the  Sou thern  Pac j f i c ,  the  E l  Paso  Sou thwes te rn  and

the  Rock  Is land,  they  d idn ' t  have any  Mex icans .  | ^ le  were  the  on ly  Mex icans

in  town.  And when the  th ree  o f  us  le f t  the  ra i l road. . .  Manue l  Garc fa  re i i red

and Isabe l  Garc ia  d ied ,  and then I  le f t  the  serv ice  jn  1926 to  go  in to

soc ia l  we l fa re  work .  When the  th ree  o f  us  le f t , tha t  was  i t .  There  were

no more  Mex icans  h ' i red  a t  the  Santa  Fe.  And to  th is  dav  there  hasn ' t  been

a  Mex ' i can  cash ' i e r  o r  a  Mex ican  ch ie f  c le rk .

Wha t  happened?  Why  d idn ' t  more  Mex icans  do  the  same th ings  tha t  you  and

your  f r iends had done to move up?

We l l ,  you  you rse l f  ,  be jng  a  l r ' l ex i can ,  know tha t  t he  ave rage  Mex ican  doesn ' t

have  t ha t  f i gh t i ng  sp i r i t  t o  f i qh t  f o r  some th ing  t ha t  i s  h i s .  "S i ,  se f ro r ,

" l o  que  us ted  d iga " .  "Yes  s ' i r ,  wha teve r  you  say .  "

l , . l hy  d id  you  have  the  f i gh t i ng  sp i r j t  and  the  o the r  Mex icans  d idn ' t ?

I  don ' t  know.  I  suppose  we  were  b rough t  up  w i th  tha t .
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I ' l :  Do  you  th ink  i t  was  pa r t  o f  t he  i n f l uence  o f  you r  f am i l y ,  you r  f a the r ,

perhaps ?

C:  0hyes ,  my  g rand fa the r  espec ia l l y ,  because  my  g rand fa the r  and  g rea t  g rand -

fa the r  used  to  be ' i n  t he  t ranspor ta t i on  bus iness  w i th  those  cove red  wagons

f rom Durango  to  San ta  Fe ,  New Mex ' i co .  Tha t  s ta r ted  i n  t he  
. l 700 ' s .  

I t  t ook

th ree  mon ths  to  make  the  t r i p  and  then  th ree  mon ths  back .  Now,  tha t ' s  ha rd

work  and  ha rd  t rave l i ng ,  and  ha rd  to  ge t  a1ong ,  so  p robab ly  the  ques t i on

o f  su rv i v i ng ,  espec ia l l y  when  I  was  a  youngs te r . . .  I t  used  t o  make  me  mad

even  to  th ink  how we  were  expe l l ed  f rom M6x jco .  The  i n jus t i ce  tha t  was
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done to my father l

t , Jou ld  you  say  tha t  you r  f a the r  i ns t i l l ed  p r i de  and  con f j dence  i n  you rse l f?

Abso l  u te l  y .

Wha t  abou t  you r  f am j l y  on  you r  mo the r ' s  s ide?

0n  my  mo the r ' s  s ide ,  my  g rand fa the r ,  he  was  a  candy  maker  and  a  bake r .  He

had  a  candy  shop  and  a  bake ry ,  and  be l j eve i t  o r  no t ,  a t  t he  age  o f  f ou r

o r  f i ve  I  was  he lp ing  h im  to  make  dough  and  l 4ex i can  swee t  b read .  And  so

I  acqu i red  some o f  t ha t  commerc ja l  t h ing .  Now pe rsona l l y  I  am a  fu l l -

b looded  Mex jcan  Ind ian .  Th ree  o f  my  g randparen ts  were  o f  t he  Tepehuan is ,

and  my  g randmothe r  on  my  fa the r ' s  s ide ,  she  was  a  Ta rahumara .  So  I  am a

fu l l - b l ooded  I nd ian .

M:  Wha t  k ind  o f  educa t i on  d id  you r  pa ren ts  have?

C: My father  never  got  beyond the four th grade,  and my mother  f jn ished the

s ' i x t h  g rade .  0 f  cou rse ,  s i x t h  g rade  i n  M6x i co  i s  t he  equ i va len t  o f  e i gh th

g rade  he re .  A l so ,  my  re la t i ves ,  my  cous ins  and  my  aun ts ,  we re  schoo l  t eachers

' i n  t he  l i t t l e  t own  o f  R fo  F lo r j do .  V i cen ta  Gra je ra ,  one  o f  my  cous ins

who  j s  abou t  80  yea rs  o l d ,  s t j l l  t eaches  t he  s i x t h  q rade  i n  R io  F lo r i do .  She

has  taugh t  t he re  fo r  ove r  60  yea rs  and  has  a  b r i l l i an t  m jnd .  I  have  seve ra l
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cous ins  who came here  a f te r  us ,  and the  g ' i r1s  jo ined. . .  One h /as  a  S  js te r

o f  the  Incarnate  Word .  Another  was a  S is te r  o f  the  Mother  Cabr in i  in  New

York .  The one w i th  the  Incarnate  Word  over  here  in  San Anton io  used to

teach a l l  th is  f lower  mak ing  and ar ts  and c ra f ts .  I  have many cous ins  who

are doctors and lawyers,  and they al l  come from that l i t t le town.

You come from qui te a hardworking fam' i ' ly .

Yes ,  tha t ' s  r igh t .

Let me ask you some quest ions about El  Paso and Judrez jn those ear ly days

of  your  l i fe .  I , , Jha t  k jnd  o f  a  p lace  was th is  a rea ,  bo th  c j t ies ,  phys ica l l y?

Wel l ,  bo th  c i t iesn  bas ica l l y ,  they  were  towns o f  the  era .  There  were  no

res t r i c t ' i ons  as  to  c ross ing  the  b r idge ,  o r  passpor ts  o r  any th ing  f i ke  tha t "

Everyone was happy,  coming and go ing  w i thout  any  cus toms res t r i c t ions ,  dhy

immigra t ion  res t r i c t jons ,  dDy hea l th  depar tment  res t r i c t ions .  We were  a

happy 1o t .  0 f  course  JuSrez  has  a lways  been the  la rger  o f  the  two c i t ies ,

l i ke  i t  i s  now.  E l  Paso  has  a round  350 ,000  inhab j tan ts ,  wh i le  Judrez  has

420,000. When we came here in 
. |902 

El  Paso had about 9,000 and Ju6rez

had about  12 ,000,  so  i t  was  a  happy fami ly .

There was free movement then, back and forth? Does that mean, then, that

people f rom Judrez could cross over and move to other parts of  the Unj ted

States wi thout anyone stopping them?

0h, absolute ' ly .  Al l  you had to do coming from M6xico, i f  you were a l t ' lexican

c i t ' i zen ,  was  to  repor t  a t  the  immigra t ion  o f f i ce  on  the  Amer ican s jde- -g ive

your  name,  the  p lace  o f  your  b j r th ,  and where  you were  go ing  to .  That ' s  a l l

you  needed.  I t  was  the  same th ing  w i th  Amer icans  go ' ing  to  M6x ico .  A l l  they

had to  do  was s top  a t  the  Mex ican immigra t ion  o f f j ce  and reg is te r  tha t  they

were  go ing  in to  l46x ' i co .  They  had to  s ta te  the i r  bus iness- - tour is t ,  v is i to r ,

bus jnessman or  immigrant .
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U.S.  c i t i zens  o r  go ing

the  immigra t ion  tha t  they

Mex icans  cou ld  come to  E l  Paso  w i thou t  becoming

th rough  any  o the r  p rocess ,  s imp ly  by  s ta t i ng  a t

in tended to become res idents of  E l  Paso?

Yes ,  t ha t ' s  a l  I  .

How la rge  wou ld  you es t imate  tha t  the  movement  o f  Mex icans  coming in to  th is

count ry  and go ing  th rough tha t  p rocess  was dur ing  those years?

To l ive jn El  Paso, most of  them; but to go on, very few. Very few went

as  fa r  as  Santa  Fe,  New Mex ico ,  o r  to  Deming,  New Mex ico .  There  was no

reason to  do  tha t ,  un less  you were  gonna work  on  a  ra j l road or  on  a  fa rm or

on  a  ranch.  Cat t lemen were  look lng  fo r  Mex ican vaqueros ,  because a  cowboy

is not an American inst i tut jon.  Vel lueros taught the cowboys how to r ide

a horse. There were no horses north of  the Rio Grande. The f i rst  horses

were brought over here by the Mexicans to the U.S.

M: What about the workers who worked for the rai l road who were taken to work

in  d is tan t  p laces ' in  the  U .S .?  D id  many  o f  them s tay  in  these  o ther  p laces

or  d id  most  o f  them re turn?

No. Up to about 192A very few stayed permanent ly,  because most of  those

famj l ies  had the j r  homes in  M6x jco .  The on ly  advantage o f  coming to  the

U.S.  was to  earn  what  they  thought  wou ld  be  a  l i t t le  b i t  more  money.  But

one peso ' in  M6x jco  a t  tha t  t ime was wor th  more  than one do l la r  over  here

on th is  s ide .  Pr io r  to  lB48 a  Mex ican peso was wor th  two Amer ican do l la rs .

Now i t ' s  reversed .

D id  the  towns have a  lo t  o f  bu i ld inqs? Were  there  a  lo t  o f  homes in  th is

area, or were they smal 1 p1 aces?

Wel l ,  they  were  smal l  and la rge .  I t  a l l  depended on  the  s ize  o f  the  fami ly

tha t  you  had.  0 f  course  here  in  E l  Paso around the  lB90 's  they  spo i led
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the south  par t  o f  town by  bu i ld ing  those pr :e_s id ios ,  those tenement  houses ,

and those were bui ' l t  not  by Mexicans but by Americans, Jews and Syr ians for

the  purpose o f  ren t ing  two rooms. . .  A t  tha t  t ' ime you cou ld  ren t  two

rooms fo r  $3  per  month .  And some o f  those are  s t i l l  i n  ex is tence"  The

only improvement they have ever made is to raise the rent f rom $3 to

$25.50  or  $30 fo r  two rooms.

What  k ind  o f  a  p lace  was th ' i s  to  l i ve?  Were  Mex ican peop le  happy l i v ing  here?

Cer ta in ly  they  were .  Yes ,  and  those  tha t  d idn ' t  l i ke  i t ,  they  jus t  moved

to  Judrez .

How d id  the  l ' i fe  o f  Mex icans  comDare  w i th  the  l i fe  o f  the  Anq lo-Amer icans?

l^Je  d idn ' t  m ix  w i th  them.

Why not?

What  fo r?  We cou ldn ' t  learn  any th ing  f rom them.

Did  they  want  to  mix  w i th  you?

No,  they  wou ldn ' t .

So  i t  was  a  mutua l  fee l jng  to  s tay  apar t .

I t  ex is ted  about  un t i l  on ly  a  few years  ago.

Was there  any  d isc r jm ina t ' ion?

Lots  o f  i t .  There  has  a lways  been d jsc r im ina t ion  and in to le rance and b igo t ry .

What  fo rms d id  i t  take  jn  those ear ly  years?

Wel l , there  were  few Mex" icans  who made h igh  schoo l .  Bu t  what  was the  use

of  a  Mex ican go ing  to  h igh  schoo l  when he  cou ldn ' t  ge t  a  decent  job?  Af te r

they  s ta r ted  hav ing  the  depar tment  s to res ,  l i ke  Kress  and l ^ loo lwor th . . .

Take a  Mex ican g i r ' l  who graduated  f rom h igh  schoo ' l  .  Wel l ,  she  went  to  work

fo r  Kress  fo r  $15 a  week,  and she cou ld  speak  Engf ish  and Span ish  and wa ' i t

on  cus tomers  ' in  two languages.  Then you have on  the  same counter  an  Ang lo

g i r1 ,  who graduated  f rom h igh  schoo l .  Now she wou ld  be  p laced in  charge
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of  tha t  Mex ican g i r ' l  a t  tha t  counter ,  and her  pay  wou ld  be  $20 or  $25

per  week.  And she cou ld  no t  wa i t  on  Mex ican cus tomers  because she d idn ' t

know Span ish .  l l l e  have Amer icans  who were  born  here  in  E l  Paso o f  a l l  ages ,

who never bothered to learn Spanish. I  can name you a dozen at torneys,

born  in  E l  Paso,  who went  to  schoo l  jn  E l  Paso,  and they  don ' t  even speak

a  word  o f  Span ish .

So depar tment  s to res  s ta r ted  do ing  th is  f rom the  very  beg inn ' ing?

Yes,  and i t  ended when Kennedy pu t  in  the  C iv i l  R igh ts .  And they  ha ted  to

do i t .  And they  s t i l l  ha te  to  do  j t .  There  were  no  Mex ican men or  women,

boys  o r  g i r l so  work ing  in  the  banks .  None  jn  the  E lec t r i c  Company ,  the

Gas Company,  the  Water  Company.  Amer ican o f f i ces ,  l i ke  r 'nsurance o f f i ces ,

they  never  h j red  Mex icans .

When d id  those k inds  o f  compan ies  s ta r t  nnv ing  in to  the  area?

0h ,  they 've  been  here  s ince  the  '20 's .

What  k ind  o f  educat ion  d id  you rece ive  in  your  ear ly  years  and la te r  on ,

af ter  grammar school  ?

None.  I  went  to  Sacred Hear t ,  under  the  S is te rs  o f  Lore t to .  Bes t  educat jon

there  is .  I  d idn ' t  take  sub jec ts .  I  was  tau .gh t .

What do you mean when you say "none"? ff iovg/

My educat ion ,  I  go t  i t  a t  home and in  church .  l ^ le  Mex icans ,  we make a

d is t inc t ion  be tween educat ion  and ' ins t ruc t ion .  We do no t  be l jeve  tha t  we

go to  schoo l  to  be  educated .  We go to  schoo l  to  be ' ins t ruc ted .  But  go ing

to  a  Catho l i c  Paroch ia l  schoo l ,  jn  add i t ' i on  to  be ing  jns t ruc ted ,  you  are

educated  mora l l y ,  wh ich  means a  lo t .

The ins t ruc t ion  tha t  you  rece ived a t  Sacred Hear t ,  was  i t  good in  your

es t imat ion?

Abso lu te ly  j t  was  good.  I t ' s  what  taught  me what  I  am.  You might  wonder

why  I  d idn ' t  go  to  h ' i gh  schoo l  .  We l l ,  j t ' s  because  I  i nqu i red  what  they
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taugh t ' i n  h i gh  schoo l ,  and  t hey  we re  t each jnq  i n  t he  f j r s t  and  second  yea rs

in  h igh  schoo ' l  wha t  I  had  a l ready  l ea rned  a t  Sac red  Hear t  i n  t he  e igh th  g rade .

M:  Wha t  abou t  o the r  Mex ican  ch i l d ren  go ing  to  schoo l?  D id  they  go  mos t l y  t o

the  pub l i c  schoo l s?

C:  Sacred Hear t  cost  50 cents per  month.  I  worked at  numerous jobs.  I  had to

go to  work at  the age of  e ight  to  suppor t  my mother  and my other  brother

and  s i s t e r .

M :  Was  Sac red  Hear t  a  b ig  schoo l  educa t i ng  l a rge  numbers  o f  Mex icans?

C:  0h  yes ,  t hey  taugh t  f rom the  f i r s t  g rade  to  the  e igh th  g rade .

M:  Abou t  how b ig  was  the  schoo l  t hen?

C:  We11 ,  t hey  had  e i gh t  r ooms  t imes  50 . . . abou t  400  ch i l d ren .  And  when  I  wen t

jn to  the  f i r s t  g rade  the re  were  abou t  60  o f  us ,  and  we  managed .

Were there any Anglos in the school?

No. There was one Flegro boy; he is now a doctof  in Chicago. There was one

Syr ian  g i11 .  A l l  the  res t  were  Mex icans  f rom E l  Paso and Ju6rez .

M: What about the teachers? Were they Anglos?

C: There were ei-c lht  Anglos and two New Mexico Mex' icans, and they were good.

M:  D id  they  teach any th ing  about  Mex ican her i tage in  the  schoo l?

C:  Why '  ce r ta in ly .  We lea rned  Eng l j sh  and  Span ish  a t  the  same t jme.  Th is  i s

what  cur ren t  educators  a re  jus t  beg inn ing  to  apprec ia te  the  va lue  o f .

Now they  have  b i l i ngua l  educa t ion ,  f i r s t  to  fou r th  g rades ,  in  the  pub l i c

sc hool s .

M: Did they teach you Mexican history at  Sacred Heart?

C:  Sure .  They  taught  Amer jcan and Mex ican h is to ry .  I  remember  in  the  seventh

grade I  took  a l l  the  h is to ry  books  and th rew them out  the  w indow because I

d idn ' t  be l ieve  tha t  they  were  teach jng  me.  I  used to  go  home and te l1  my

l3

M:

C:



CALLEROS

grandfather and father,  "Look what they are teaching me about the Alamo

and San Jacinto and Texas independence.rr  You know what my grandfather to ld

me? "You learn  every th ing  tha t  the  gr ingos  teach you,  bu t  don ' t  be l jeve

ha l f  o f  i t .  "

Were  these books  tha t  you  d ' idn ' t  l i ke  used a t  Sacred Hear t?

why ,  yes ,  because  be ing  in  the  u .s . ,  you  have  to  teach  what  the  U .s .  wan ts

you to teach. But there was a great di f ference, you see, because our teachers

cou ' ld  supp lement  what  was in  the  books  w i th  the j r  own knowledge,  wh ich  was

more  accura te .  Our  h is to ry  teacher  was a  h is to ry  teacher .

What  wou ld  you say  then was the  ph i losophy o f  teach ing  a t  Sacred Hear t ,  and

how d id  i t  d ' i f fe r  f rom the  ph i losophy o f  the  pub ' l ' i c  schoo ls?

We11,  there  was a  grea t  d i f fe rence,  jus t  l i ke  the  Bapt is ts ,  the  Jewish  and

other  re f  ig ions .  They  have the i r  own schoo ls ,  because they  don ' t  be l ieve

in  the  pub l i c  schoo l  sys tem.  Wh ich  I  don ' t .

I , r lhat  about af ter  the ejghth grade? How did you acquire the rest  of  your

educa t i  on?

The pub l ic  l ib ra ry - -h is to r ies ,  b iograph ies .  I  have never  read a  nove l  in

my 1 i fe ,  because I  was  to ld  tha t  they  were  f i c t i t ious  and tha t  I  wou ld

never  learn  any th ing  f rom a  nove l .  I  was  g iven a  subscr ip t ' ion  to  the

Nat iona l  Ge.ograph ic  by  Dr .  Pau l  Ga1 lager  when I  g raduated  f rom schoo l .  ( I

was  the  va led jc to r ian . )  He to ld  me tha t  every th ing  I  wou ld  need to  ho ld  a

iob  I  cou ld  lea rn  jn  those  magaz ines .  I  l a te r  acqu i red  a  co l lec t jon  com-

posed o f  every  i ssue pub l ished,  and I  have them bound.  The Nat iona l  Geograph ic

of fered me $85,000 for them, but I  turned them down and donated them, along

wi th  my en t i re  co l lec t ion  o f  books ,  to  the  c i ty  o f  E l  Paso.

How d id  you f ind  the  t ime,  i f  you  were  busy  work ' ing  to  suppor t  your  fami ly ,

to pursue your own educat ion?
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I  found t jme because I  knew that I  wanted to make someth' ing of  mysel f

and  I  worked  a t  i t .  I  d idn ' t  go  r id ing  o r  hun t ing  o r  to  dances  o r  f i sh ing ,

e tc .  I  was  busy .

Your spare t ime was spent read' ing?

And work ing ,

What  o ther  k jnd  o f  work  d ' id  you do?

We11, I  worked for the Santa Fe from 1912-1926. I  was interested in scout ing;

I  had my own scout t roop. I  loved social  wel fare work.  I  worked for the

Nat iona l  Catho l i c  Wel fa re  Conference in  the  Depar tment  o f  Immigra t ion  and

Natu ra l  i za t ion .

When was that?

July,  \926. I  was asked to go to ldash' ington, and then I  was to spend three

months  in  New York ,  two months  in  Ph i lade lph ia ,  and two more  months  in

Ch icago  lea rn ' ing  the  work .  I  sa id ,  "No ,  I  don ' t  wan t  to  lea rn  any th ing"

I  know i t  a l l . "  So  I  came r igh t  back  and  went  to  work .  I  was  in  charge

of  the  border  here ,  f rom Brownsv i l le ,  Texas ,  to  San Ys jd ro ,  Ca l i fo rn ia .

What  was the  na ture  o f  your  du t ies  in  tha t  pos i t ion?

Immigra t ion  law,  work ing  fo r  the  Church  to  represent  a l jens  o f  every  c reed,

co lo r  and  na t iona l  o r ig in ,w i thou t  d js t inc t ion ,  f ree  o f  charge ,  /ToZ ne lp

them wi th  the i r  t roub l  es  w i th  immigra t ion  o f f  i c  ja l  s ,  6n7 bo th  Eh i l

Mex ican and Amer ican s ides .

Were  there  a  lo t  o f  t roub les  tha t  these immigrants  were  hav ing?

0h ,yes ,  because  when the  immigra t ion  law went ' i n to  e f fec tn  we1 l ,  then  the

t roub le  s ta r ted .  The  immigra t ion  ac t  wen t  in to  be ing  in  the  ear l y  
. l 920 's .

Then came the head tax.  Every al ien had to pay a head tax of  $8 to be

immigra ted .  And then came the  consu lar  v isas  in  add i t ' i on  to  the  head tax .

0 f  course ,  I  was  qua l i f ied  fo r  tha t  th rough my job  o f  hand l ing  the  labor
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that  was brought out of  M6xico every day, because my job was to issue the

passes  o f  the  t rack ' laborers  tha t ' le f t  every  day  over  the  Santa  Fe.  So I

had an  oppor tun i ty  to  ta lk  to  humans,  and we were  a lways  on  the  look-ou t

to  see tha t  we d idn ' t  have any  undes i rab les ,  wh ich  we had very  very  few o f .

M:  l , r lou ld  you say  tha t  there  was exp lo i ta t ion  on  the  par t  o f  compan ies  tha t

enrployed these immigrants?

C:  Yes ;  there  s t i l l  i s .  Espec ' ia11y  in  th is  b ra_c_ero  movement  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .

Espec ia l l y  by  the  commjssar ies ,  se l l i ng  g rocer ies  a t  excess ive  ra tes .  I

found a  commjssary  man in  Newton,  Kansas ,  once,  se l l inq  a  sack  o f  f lour

fo r  a  do l la r ,  and here  we buy  i t  fo r  40  cents .

M:  l , Jha t  were  the  cond i t ions  o f  the  Mex ican popu la t ion  in  E l  Paso a t  tha t  t ime

jn  te rms  o f  hous ing ,  hea l th  and  soc ja l  se rv jces?

C: No problems. The Health Department only funct joned when quarant ines were

pu t  up .  In  1904  o r  
.1905  

we had  a  d ip ther ia  ep idemic  in  E l  Paso  and  a l l

Mex icans  l i v ing  in  E l  Paso  were  sen t  to  Judrez ,  regard less  o f  c i t i zensh ip .

My bro ther  Mar t in  d ied  here  in  E l  Paso o f  d ip ther ia ,  on  a  Monday,  then R j ta

died on Wednesday; then my mother and myse' l f ,  we were deported to Judrez"

By tha t  t ime I  had another  s is te r ,  So ledad,  who was born  in  E l  Paso.  She

d ied  on  Fr jday  o f  tha t  same week and I  was  the  on ly  one o f  the  fami ly  le f t .

So  a f te r  the  d ip ther ia  was over ,  then we came back .

M:  Where  d id  you go  in  E1 Paso?

C: 0h, we rented a room.

M:  D id  Judrez  have the  prob l  em too?

C:  No ,  the re  was  no t  a  s ing le  d ip ther ia  case  o r ig ina t ing  in  Judrez .  So  I  have

the  d js t inc t ion  o f  hav ing  been depor ted  tw ice .

M: When they deported you, how did they do i t?

C:  Jus t  packed you up ,  pu t  you  in  a  wagon;  and when a  wagon was loaded they

took  you across  the  r i ver .

t6
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Did they give you money?

No,  no th i  ng .

Did you leave any property behind?

Jus t  two  l i t t l e  rooms in  those  tenements .  We jus t ' l ocked  i t  up  and  came

back  to  j t  la te r .  0 f  course  we d idn ' t  have the  prob lem then o f  th ieves

and burg la rs  and some o f  the  modern  th ings  c rea ted  by  c iv i l i za t ion .

How long d id  you s tay  in  Judrez?

About two weeks.

How many were  depor ted ,  l i ke  yourse l f?

About  300 fami l ies .  They  jus t  c leaned up  South  E l  Paso.

l rJas  th is  p rob lem main ly  concent ra ted  in  South  E l  Paso?

0h ,no ,  i t  was  a l l  over  town.  The  Ang los  had i t  too .  Jus t  l i ke  when  they

had the  Span ish  f lu  dur ing  1918- . l9 . |9 .  Everybody had ' i t .

How was  the  hous ing  cond ' i t i on ' in  E l  Paso  a t  tha t  t ime?

Wel l ,  we had our  tenements .  We had our  hove ls .  The f j rs t  p iece  o f  p roper ty

I  bough t  ( ' i t  i s  s t i l l  s tand ing)  v lasa l j t t l e  adobe  hu t  w j th  a  d i r t  f l oo r ,

and  I  pa jd  $500  fo r  i t .  F i ve  do l la rs  a  month  on  tha t ,  and  I  pa id  f i ve

do l la rs  a  month  on  th js  wa tch  tha t  I  had  (and  I  s t j l l  have  i t )  and  f i ve

do l la rs ' fo r  my b icyc le .  I  inves ted  $ . |5  and I  had $ . l5  to  g ive  home,  because
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i  made  $30 .

M:  Do  you  reca l l  t he  v i s i t  by  P res iden t  D faz  and  P res iden t  Ta f t  i n  
. | 909?

C:  Yes ,  s i r .  I  was  j us t  as  nea r  to  h im  as  I  am to  you  now.

M:  How d id  E l  Paso  reac t  t o  t ha t  v i s i t ?

C :  Jus t  l j ke  when  the  P res iden t  comes  to  a  town .  Eve ryone  wan ts  to  see  h im ,

see  wha t  t he  he l l  he  l ooks  l i ke .  No  pa r t i cu la r  reason .  The re  was  no  s ign i -

f i cance  to  the  mee t ing  because  i t  was  a  d ip lomat ' i c  mee t ' i ng .  Ta f t  reques ted

the  mee t ' i ng .  He  j us t  wan ted  to  shake  the  hand  o f  Po r f j r i o  D iaz .  And  Por -

f i r i o  D faz  was  a  q rea t  man .
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Did  the  c i ty  o f  E1 Paso do  any th ing  to  make the  c i ty  more  a t t rac t i ve?

No,  ius t  pu t  up  the  f lags  and  bun t ing .

i  read an  ar t i c le  in  a  magaz ine  tha t  to ld  about  a  p ro jec t  o f  pu t t ing  a

fence around the tenements so that the Presidents would not see them and

El Paso would not be embarrassed.

Tha t ' s  a  l ' i e .  The  on ly  th ing  tha t  happened  dur ing  the i r  v i s i t  was  tha t  the

Chamiza l  zone was dec la red  a  neut ra l  zone.  And there  were  no  f1ags ,  e i ther

Amer ican or  Mex ican,  permi t ted .  There  were  no  photographs  permi t ted  in

the  Chamiza l .  I  have  the  p ro toco l ,  i n  Eng l i sh  and  Span ish ,  as  to  how they

should act  every minute they were in town. They were not to discuss the

Chamjzal ;  and to assure that,  when Diaz gave the banquet lToy_7 Taft  ' in

Judrez ,  they  pu t  Dfaz  a t  one end o f  the  tab le  and Taf t  a t  the  o ther .

t^ las there poverty in El  Paso and Judrez at  that  t ime?

There  is  pover ty  in  a l l  the  wor ld ,  and there  is  lo ts  o f  pover ty  and misery

in  the  U .S .A .

M:  How was  i t  he re  a t  t ha t  t ime?

C:  l ^ l e  d ' i dn ' t  f ee l  i t  much  because  w i th  $ l  a  day  we  cou ld  l i ve  ve ry  n i ce l y .

M :  D jd  mos t  peop le  make  $ l  a  day?

C :  Why ,  su re .  A l l  t he  b i g  i ndus t r j es  l j ke  t he  sme l t e r ,  t he  cemen t  p1an t ,  t hey

pa' id  $1 per  day.  l4y fa ther  made $ l  for  about  10 years.

M:  Wha t  abou t ' i n  Jud rez ,  work jng  fo r  Mex jcan  wa-qes?  How much  d jd  j ua renses  makb?

C:  They  cou ld  make  a  peso  a  day  and  l i ve  l i ke  k jngs ,  because  th ings  were  cheaper

i n  Jud rez .

M:  5o  you  wou ld  say  tha t  t he  s tandard  o f  l i v i ng  j n  Jud rez  was  s im i l a r  t o  E l  Paso?

C:  Yes .  0 f  cou rse  the re  a re  poo r  peop le .  And  poo r  peop le  have  to  l j ve  i n

poor  homes .  Bu t  t he re  wasn ' t  anybody  s ta rv ing ,  and  fo r tuna te l y  we  d idn ' t

have  any  o f  t hese  gove rnmen t  handou ts ,  and  we  d idn ' t  have  any  s tamps  and  we
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d idn ' t  have  any  busybod ies .  We d idn ' t  have  any  was te  o f  money  l i ke  you

peop le  i n  Ca l i f o rn i a  have .

M :  I ' d  l i ke  t o  ask  you  ques t i ons  rega rd ing  t he  revo lu t i ona ry  pe r i od  a f t e r

. | 9 . l 0 .  
A  l o t  o f  re fugees  came to  th i s  a rea  because  o f  po f i t i ca l  p rob lems

in  Ch ihuahua .

C :  No t  on l y  i n  Ch ihuahua  bu t  a l l  ove r  M6x ico - - l v l on te r rey ,  Sa l t i l l o ,  Guana jua to .

I  was at  the ra i l road and I  used to  meet  the t ra in  every day.

They used to come every day?

We l l ,  no t  eve ry  day ,  bu t  ve ry  f requen t ' l y  r i gh t  a f te r  t he  Revo lu t i on  j n  . | 9 . l 0 .

And  we  had  ano the r  p rob lem in  
. l 9 . l 6 .  

Some more  peop le  came f rom M6x ico .

And  we  had  the  re l i g ious  pe rsecu t i ons  i n  l 46x i co  fo r  abou t  t en  yea rs ,  when

prominen t  Ca tho l i cs  were  expe l l ed  ou t  o f  M6x ico ,  and  we  took  ca re  o f  t hem.

How la rge  was  th i s  movemen t  o f  re fugees  f rom pe rsecu t i on?

Re f  i g i ous?

Re1  i g i ous ,  po l  i t j ca l .  . .

Now don ' t  m ix  them up ,  t hey  were  d i f f e ren t .

0kay .  Le t ' s  t ake  t he  po l i t i ca l  f i r s t .

0 f  cou rse ,  anyone  who  was  s t r i c t l y  a  po r f i r i s ta ,  we l l ,  he  was  th rown  ou t  o f

the re ,  e i t he r  sho t  o r  expe l l ed .  And  so rne  o f  t hem le f t  w i thou t  g i v ing  the

au tho r i t i es  the  oppor tun i t y  t o  a r res t  t hem.  Many  ca t t l emen ,  ranchers ,

bus inessmen ,  educa to rs  had  to  f l ee  the  coun t r y .  Then ,  du r ing  the  Revo lu t i on

they had to  face another  group to  keep away f rom. And when the re1 ig ious

ques t i on  came  up ,  when  t hey  c l osed  a l l  t he  chu rches  i n  M6x j co ,  we l l ,  we

took  ca re  o f  a l l  t he  p r i es t s  and  b i shops  and  nuns  tha t  were  expe l1ed .

M:  l^ las El  Paso pret ty  recept ive to  these refugees?

C :  0h ,  yes .

M:  h lhe re  d id  they  l i ve?
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They l ived wherever they

St ree t .  I  had 27  nuns  in

D id  Ang los  open  up  the i r

refugees ?

Very few.
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cou ld .  I  remember  one t ime I  l i ved  down on K

my home for two weeks. They slept on the rug.

homes to  some o f  these re fugees- - l i ke  the  po l i t i ca l

C:

M:
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M :

How d id  Ang los  reac t  to  th i s  s i tua t ion?

Very  l i t t le .  They  were  no t  in te res ted .

What  about  wea l thy  fami l ies  f rom M6x ico ,  l j ke  the  Ter razas  fami ly ,  who came

here  a t  tha t  t ime?

They d idn ' t  need any  money.

They  brought  i t  w i th  them?

We11,  they  had some o f  i t  here  in  the  banks .  That ' s  what  Amer icans  do .

They  send a l l  the j r  money to  Swi tzer land.

C:

M:

C:

M:  What  k ind  o f  background d id  the  po1 i t i ca l  re fugees  have?

C:  In  M6x ico ,  a l l  Mex icans  are  educated  a t  home.  A  Mex jcan t rea ts  everybody

wi th  respec t .  A  Mex ican may no t  know how to  read and wr i te ,  bu t  he  is

educated  as  to  manners  and cu l tu re .

M:  D id  many o f  the  re fugees have fo rmal  ins t ruc t ion  in  schoo l?  D id  they  come

f rom the  midd le  and upper  c lasses  in  Ch ihuahua? Is  tha t  why  there  were

persecuted?

C:  t ^ le  had a l l  k inds  o f  re fugees :  teachers ,  eng ineers ,  miners ,  cons t ruc tors ,

cowpunchers ,  a rch j tec ts - -you name i t .  Everyone came.  We had many sk i l led

persons ,  a l though ,  o f  course ,  the  ma jo r i t y  were  unsk i l l ed .  Those  non-sk i l l ed ,

they  had the i r  t i t t le  fa rms.

Get t i ng  back  to  the  re fugees ,  wha t  happened  to  them even tua l l y?

Most  of  them went  back to  M6xico.

Did any of  them stay?

M:

C :

I l I:
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c: very few. And those that stayed, probably they already had their  own

bus inesses  se t  up .  One fami ly  has  a  funera l  home here .  A  daughter  in  the

fami l y ' i s  a  C .P .A .  and  has  a  job  w i th  the  I .R .S .  0 f  course ,  Mex icans  a re

good in  mathemat ics ,  genera l l y .

M:  What  about  the  re fugees who l i ved  in  Ju6rez?

C: They came to El  Paso, and when things were over,  they went back.

M: And what happened to their  property whi le they were gone?

C:  There  were  care takers .  0 f  course ,  there  were  a  few conf isca t ' ions ,  1ega l

and i 1 
' l  
egal .

M:  What  about  a l l  the  peop le  who,  because o f  the  t roube o f  the  Revo lu t ion ,

cou ldn ' t  make a  l i v ing  and had to  migra te  to  the  border  and t ry  to  imm' ig ra te

to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes?

c :  Everybody made a  l i v ing ,  there  was no  prob lem wi th  tha t .  The on ly  t ime

a  Mex ican  d idn ' t  make  a  l j v jng  was  dur ing  the  Depress ion .

t , le l l ,  fo r  examp' le ,  in  l916- ]9 ]7  there  was a  very  bad per iod  in  M6x ico  because

of  food shor tages ,  and l j te ra l l y  there  was s ta rva t ion  in  some p laces .

No,  don ' t  say  "s ta rva t ion"  in  M6x jco .

I ' ve  read  documents  re la t ing  to  th j s .

You 've  read  j t  i n  some g r ingo-o r jen ted  imag in ings .  Bu t  no t  s ta rva t ion ,  th i s

is  no t  so .  There  was mjsery ,  bu t  no t  to  ge t  b loa ted  and s ta rve ,  no t  l i ke

' in Af r ica.

Some o f  the  repor ts  jnd ica ted  tha t  because o f  lack  o f  food there  were  peop le

s ta rv ing  to  dea th  jn  severa l  p laces .

There  may have been peop le  dy ing  o f  d ip then ia  o r  d iahr rea  or  o ther  d iseases

brought  on  by  malnu t r j t ion ,  bu t  no t  s ta rva t ion  pen se ;  tha t  has  never  happened.

I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you about  Wor ld  War  I .  I  am wonder ing  about  the  e f fec t  o f

the  War  on  the  Mex jcan popu la t ion .  Were  many Mex icans  dra f ted?
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C:  Yes ,  s i r ,  many ;  a l l  t hose  who  were  e l i g ib le  to  be  d ra f ted .  And  they  se rved

w i th  d i s t i nc t i on .  We have  seve ra l  w i th  the  Congress iona l  Meda l ,  and  they

se rved  i n  a l l  wa rs .

M:  D id  they  d ra f t  peop ' l e  who  were  non -c i t i zens ,  and  as  non -c i t ' i zens  were  they

supposed to be draf ted?

C: Yes,  there were many.  I  l ied my way to  get  jn to the Army,  because I  was

not  of  age and I  was a non-c j t izen.  But  what  I  wanted to  do was go to  the

Arch i ves  o f  t he  I nd ies ,  i n  Sev i l l a ,  because  you  do  no t  l ea rn  t he  rea l  Amer i -

can  h i s to ry  i n  M6x ico  o r  t he  U .S .  You  have  to  go  to  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f

Sa lamanca .  The re  j s  where  you  l ea rn  the  Amer i can  h i s to ry .

M:  Were  the re  young  Mex icans  who  wen t  back  to  M6x jco  because  they  d idn ' t  wan t

to be draf ted?

C: Very few.  I  can safe ly  say that  there were not  20 draf t  evaders f rom the

c i t y  o f  E l  Paso .

Now,  in  the  mi l i ta ry ,  what  k jnd  o f  jobs  d id  Mex icans  have?

l , , le l l ,  there were many that got up to staf f  sergeants.  There were several

o f f i cers .  0 f  course  in  the  Army,  ' i f  you  prove your  ab i ' l i t y ,  in  sp i te  o f

the  So journers '  C lub . . .  They  are  the  bas tards in  the  Armed Forces  o f  the

Uni ted  Sta tes .

Were  mos t  Mex icans  concen t ra ted  i n  t he  i n fan t r y?

Whereve r  t hey  were  ass igned .  Seve ra l  we re  i n  t he  A i r  Fo rce ,  S ' i gna l  Corps ,

Corpmas te r - -  wha teve r  t hey  were  qua l i f i ed  fo r .

t , . l as  i t  d i f f i cu l t  f o r  peop le  to  acqu i re  jmmig ra t i on  papers  a f te r  t he  Imm' iq ra -

t i on  Depar tmen t  had  es tab l i shed  the i r  o f f i ces  and  began  to  con t ro l  t he  move-

ment  of  peopl  e?

We l l n  i t ' s  j us t  l i ke  eve ry  1aw  tha t  i s  immora l .  The  immig ra t i on  l aw  i s immora l

Were  the re  a  l o t  o f  pe rsons  con ' i ng  ' i n  j l 1ega11y?
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The i11ega1 immigra t ion  is  b rought  about  en t i re ly  by  the  des i re  o f  the

Ang lo  to  b r ing  them over  and h i re  them to  pay  them less .  Jus t  l i ke  mar i -

juana.  Amer icans  make the  mar i juana t rade pro f i tab le .  And there  is  more

mar i iuana  ra ised  in  Wiscons in  and  jn  M ich igan  than  i s  ra ised  in  a l l  Ch ihua-

hua.  But  the  pr ice  is  h igher  over  there  because the  cos t  o f  harves t ing

is  h igher .  And the  demand and use is  most ly  by  Ang los .

I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you ques t ions  about  the  Depress ion .  What  happened here

dur ing  the  Depress . ion?

What  happened jn  E l  Paso dur jng  the  Depress ion  w i l l  be  ou t  very  soon in  a

book  wh ich  I  am wr i t ing ,  and ' i t  i s  en t j t led  Get .  R jd  o_ f  the  Mex icans .  That

was  be tween 
. |929  

and  1939 .  I t ' i s  go ' ing  to  be  revea l ing  bu t  i t  i s  go ing

to be documented, because I  have every document.  Because I  was mixed up

r igh t ' i n  j t .  I  ca l led  the  a t ten t ion  o f  the  federa l  government  th rough  the

immigrat ion service 7iang!_/  they c la imed they had noth' ing to do with j t  /The

depor ta t ionsT.  But  they  d id ,  because in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  government ,

whether  i t  be  federa l ,  s ta te  o r  loca l ,  i t  i s  a l l  underhanded work ,  and I

mean tha t .  They  den ied  the  fac t  tha t  they  had any th ing  to  do  w ' i th ' i t ,

tha t i t  was  up  to  the  s ta tes  and the  we l fa re  agenc jes  to  ge t  r id  o f  them.

I t  was  up  to  the  employer  to  ge t  r id  o f  the  Mex ican,  to  f i re  h im,  and i t

was  up  to  the  employer  no t  to  h i re  any  more  Mex icans .  A  Depress ion ,  when

j t  comes in  any  count ry ,  the  ones  who su f fe r  a re  supposed to  be  a l iens .

And very few Americans knew the di f ference between being a c i t izen and

be ing  a  Mex ican na t iona l .  They  look  a t  them and say ,  "0h ,  you  are  a  Mex ican. "

The  ave rage  Amer i can  does  no t  be l i eve  i n  t he  Cons t i t u t i ona l  R igh ts  fo r

o the rs .  As  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,  he  doesn ' t  even  know wha t  t he  Cons t i t u t i on

says .  So  the  th ing  was  na t i ona11y - - f rom E l  Paso  to  Ve rmon t  and  f rom the

Caro l i nas  t o  Ca l i f o rn i a - - t o  ge t  r i d  o f  t he  Mex i cans ,  j us t  l i ke  t ha t .  And
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wi th in  s i x  mon ths  ove r  400 ,000  i nd i v ' i dua l s  o f  d ' i f f e ren t  ages  had  been  sen t

to  M6xico.  A l1 they had to  do was to  repor t  a t  the ra i l road stat ' ion,  and

a  t i cke t  wou ld  be  g i ven  to  them to  the  bo rde r .  And  then  the  Mex ican  gove rn -

men t ,  wh ich  has  as  much  sense  as  the  Amer j can  gove rnmen t ,  wou ld  say ,  "Come

on ,  compa t r i o t s .  Le t ' s  f o rm a  coun t r y . "  Bu t  where  do  they  take  them to?

They had no p lace to  take them, they had no homes.  They d idn ' t  have any

re la t i ves  the re .  so  they  a ] l  s ta r ted  coming  back ,  and  I  go t  t he rn  back .

How d id  you  do  tha t?

wel l ,  they  were  Amer ican c i t i zens .  You can ' t  keep an  Amer ican c j t ' i zen

f rom coming back  to  h is  count ry ,  regard less  o f  how he looks  or  who he  js ,

i f  he  i s  an  Amer ican  c i t i zen .

D id  you have any  t roub le  do jng  tha t?

No"  I  had t roub le  conv inc ing  some o f  the  governmenta l  agenc ies  tha t  they

d ' idn ' t  know what  the  Cons t i tu t ion  was ,  espec ia l l y  Amer ican  consu ls  and

ch je fs  o f  immigra t ion .  I ' l l  g i ve  you  an  example :  I  had  an  Amer jcan  consu l

ca l l  me  one  day ,  f rom Jud rez .  He  says ,  " I  have  a  fan r i l y  he re .  B ig  p rob lem,

no money;  jus t  wa lked a l l  the  way f rom Ch ihuahua here . "  ' 'A l ' l  r igh t ,  send

them over  to  the  b r idge .  I ' l l  t a l k  to  them. "  I  met  a  man,  h ' i s  w i fe ,  and

e leven ch i ld ren .  The man went  to  M6x ico  in  the  ear ly  par t  o f  the  
. |930 's

as  a  s jx  month  o1d baby .  He was born  in  San Ange lo ,  Texas .  H is  w ' i fe

was  a  Ca l i fo rn ian ,  born ' in  V isa l ia .  She  was  n ine  months  o ld  when  she

went  to  M6x ico .  They  were  bo th  on  the  same t ra in  go ing  sou th .  They  l anded

' i n  Zaca tecas ,  / and /  bo th  fam i l i es  se t t l ed  the re .  They  l i ved  i n  t he  same

ne ighborhood ,  g rew up ,  go t  mar r i ed .  They  had  e leven  ch i l d ren .  They  cou ldn '

make  a  go  o f  i t .  Th i s  man  cou ldn ' t  ge t  a  j ob  j n  Zaca tecas ,  / and7  mos t  o f

the people,  that 's where they went,  / .Troyyj  Zacatecas, Ch' ihuahua, LTg/-  nearby]
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He  had  a l l  h i s  pape rs ,  h i s  ch i l d ren ,  h i s  ma r r i age  ce r t i f i ca te .  He  d j dn ' t

have  a  b i r t h  ce r t i f i ca te ,no r  d id  h i s  w i fe .  So  I  w j red  immed ' i a te l y  and  I

go t  t he i r  b i r t h  ce r t i f i ca tes .  So  I  ca l l ed  t he  consu l  and  sa id ,  "Th i s  man

doesn ' t  need  a  v j sa ,  he  doesn ' t  need  a  pe rm i t .  He  doesn ' t  need  any th i ng . "

" l , l e l l ,  how abou t  t he  ch j l d ren?  They  need  $200  ap iece  fo r  t he  ch i l d ren .

They  a re  Mex jcan .  They  were  bo rn  i n  Zaca tecas .  "  We11 ,  he  i n te rp re ted  the

law  tha t  t hey  needed  v j sas  because  they  were  bo rn  i n  M6x ico .  I  sa ' i d ,  "We l l ,

neve r  m ind .  I  wan t  t o  b r i nq  t hem ove r  and  I ' l l  have  t hem i n  E l  Paso . "  So

I  b rough t  t hem to  the  b r i dqe  and  took  them in to  the  immig ra t i on  o f f i ce ,  and  i

t he  same  th i ng  came  up .  The  immig ra t i on  wou ldn ' t  l e t  t he  ch i l d ren  ove r ,  so

I  t ook  the  man  ou t  and  showed  h im  the  ra i l r oad  b r i dge ,and  to ld  h im  to  wa lk

h i s  f am i l y  ac ross  the  ra i l r oad  b r i dqe  and  I  wou ld  mee t  t hem on  the  o the r

s ide .  And  I  me t  t hem.  There  were  th ree  immig ran t  i nspec to rs  the re ,  a r res t i ng

them,  and  I  sa id ,  "You  don ' t  da re  a r res t  t hose l  They  a re  c i t j zens  o f  t he

Un i ted  S ta tes ,  a l l  t h i r t een  o f  t hem.  You  damn foo l s r  you  go t  r i d  o f  two

tha t  you  though t  were  Mex icans .  Now you ' re  ge t t i ng  th i r t een  Amer i can

c i t i zens .  "

So what  happened?

We11 ,  I  t ook  t hem ove r  t o  t he  T rave le r s '  A i d .  I  sa j d ,  "You  have  t h i r t een

c j t i zens  he re ,  one  came  f r om Ca l i f o rn i a ,  one  came  f r om Texas . "  They  sa ' i d ,

"Wha t  a re  we  go ing  to  do  w i th  then?"  " I  don ' t  ca re  wha t  you  do  w i th  them.

I t ' s  up  to  you  to  feed  and  house  and  take  ca re  o f  t hem,  bu t  don ' t  l e t  t hem

s ta rve  to  dea th .  "

Do you know what became of them?

Yes,  they went  up to  Iowa.  The man is  happy there.  Works for  a  nursery.

One  day  the  consu l  ca l l ed  and  sa jd ,  " I  have  a  young  lady  and  he r  s i s te r

here.  They walked a l l  the way f rom Guanajuato.  b lhat  shal l  I  do?"  So I
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sa id ,  "Send  them over ,  I  w i ]1  meet  them a t  the  b r idge . "  Th is  n ice  look ing

g i11 ,  she  was a l l  ragged and d i r ty .  She spoke per fec t  Eng l ish .

"What  happened?r '  r r0h ,  my parents  took  us  to  Guana jua to .  But  we d idn ' t

I j ke  i t  there  so  we ran  away f rom home."  "Where  d id  you go  to  schoo l?"

"Wel l ,  I  jus t  go t  my Master ' s  Degree f rom The Un ivers i ty  o f  Kansas . "  "What

abou t  your  s i s te r? "  "We11,  she  j s  a  sen io r  a t  Topeka  H igh  Schoo l . "  "You

go t  any  papers?"  "No ,  we  jus t  came. "  So  I  to ld  the  immigra t ion  peop le :

"Now,  these two g i r l s  a re  Amer ican c ' i t i zens .  They  have no  proo f ,  bu t  the i r

word  is  jus t  as  good as  yours .  Now they  can prove by  the ' i r  Eng l  i sh ,  and

by the way they speak, that  they were both born in Topeka, Kansas, and you

cannot keep them away from coming jnto the country."  So I  brought them

over ,  took  them to  the  Trave le rs '  A id ,  sen t  them over  to  Topeka.  I  cou ld

repeat  hundreds  o f  cases  l i ke  tha t .  The in jus t ' i ce  o f  the  in te rpre ta t ion

o f  the  law to  Mex icans l

Do you have more  cases  l i ke  th is  wr i t ten  down in  your  repor ts?

Yes .  I  have  a  m i l l i on  and  th ree  quar te r  fami l y  cases  in  the  vau l t s .  Those

are  the  th ings ,  my  f r iend ,  tha t  make  l i f e  so  m iserab le .  I f  I  were  to  te l l

you  some o f  the  exper iences  I ' ve  gone th rough i

One th inq  tha t  I  am cur ious  abou t  i s  the  use  o f  the  word  "Ch icano . "  "Ch icano"

is  be ing  used qu i te  a  b i t  now by  Mex ican peop le .  f . lha t  about  in  those ear ly

days  o f  the  20 th  Century  here  in  E l  Paso - -  was  "Ch icano"  used then?

No,  i t ' s  on ly  been e igh t  o r  n ine  years  tha t  the  word  has  been used.  Do

you know the  or ig in  o f  the  word?

I have heard a few theor ies.

We]1 ,  I ' l l  t e11  you  the  fac ts .  I t  comes  f rom a  French  word ,  "ch jcan , "  wh ich

means  "p ig . "  The  i r j sh  p icked  i t  up  aga ins t  the  Eng l i sh ,  and  to  th i s  day
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they  a re  s t i l l  f i gh t ing  abou t  i t .  Because  the  l r i sh  ca l led  the  Eng l i sh

"ch icans , "  wh ich  means d ' i r t y  p igs .  The Po les  used tha t  aga ins t  the  Germans

when they  s ta r ted  persecut ing  them because o f  the i r  re l ig " ion .  They  ca l led

them and they  s t i l l  ca l l  them tha t .  Now in  Span ish  we do  have a

word  "ch icanada , "  and ' in  Eng l i sh  i t  i s  "ch icanery . "  They  bo th  mean when

you do  a  d i r ty  deed to  another  humann and tha t ' s  "ch icanery , "  o r  "ch ' i canada. "

Bu t  these  darn  foo ls  up  in  Denver . . .  And  the  persecu t ions  were  hor r jb le

in  Denver .  I  have been f igh t ing  fo r  years  fo r  them,  and now,  we11,  here

they  come up w i  th  the  word  "Ch ' i cano.  "  Wel  l ,  now "Ch icanor r  i s  very  o f fen-

s ive ,  j us t  I  i ke  ca l l  i ng  a  g r ingo  "wh i te  t rash .  "

We11,  bu t  how do you know tha t  "Ch icano"  comes f rom "ch ican?"  There  is

a  theory  tha t  "Ch icano"  comes f rom mex icano,  p ronounced mesh jcano. . .

Ng,  no  es  c ie r to .  You cannot  p rove  tha t .  Because I  have the  F lo ren t ine

Codex  and  i t  doesn ' t  say  tha t .  I  have  a  copy  o f  the  o r ig ina l  i n  Nahua t l .

There  i s  no  such  word  in  the re .  You  look  up  "ch ican"  in  the  d jc t jonary ,

the  Century  D ic t ionary ;  i t  j s  much be t te r  than Webster ' s .

Yes ,  I ' ve  looked jn  the  d ' i c t ionary .  And o f  course ,  they  are  very  derogatory .

But  the  ques t ion ' i s ,  was  "Ch icano"  der ived  f rom these derogatory  words?

Yes,  f rom there .

How do you know i t  was from there?

How do I  know? L is ten ,  every  decade has  j t s  own ' in te rpre ta t ion .  When I

came to  these Un j ted  Sta tes  in  
. |900,  

Mex icans . . .  You know what  they  were

ca l led?  "Ye l low be l l j es . "  In  the  
. |920 's  

they  were  "g reasers , "  "n ran tecos . "

In  the  '30 's  they  were  " t i r i l e_s .  "  In  the  '40 's  they  were  " t i r i l o .n_gos .  "

In  the '50 's  they  were  "zoo t -su i te rs , "  and  then  came the  "pochos"  and  f ina l l y

came the  "Ch icanos . "  Now ten  years  f rom now there  w i l l  be  someth ' ing  e lse .

Then these damn foo ls  tha t  don ' t  know any  be t te r ,  they '11  accept  any th ing .
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Just l ike they accepted the damn beards that they have, biqot-e:  y pend.ejadas.

You ask  them:  "Why do  you do  tha t?"  And they  say ,  " I 'm jm i ta t ing  Jesus

Chr is t . "  Tha t ' s  the  f i r s t  excuse  they  g ive  you .

Ernesto Galarza, in his book Bami-o Boy has reference to the raprd "Chicano. "

He says  tha t  when he  was growing  up  in  Sacramento ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  tha t  "Ch icano"

was  used  i  n  the  I  91  0 ' s .

0h ,  no ,  no t  tha t  ear ly .

Cou ld  j t  be  poss ib le  tha t  i t  was  used  jn  o ther  p ' l aces  o f  the  U .S .?

I  have  been  a l l  over  the  u .s .  s ince  l9 l2  to  da te .  I ' ve  done  a  lo t  o f

t rave l f i ng  th rough  the  ra i lnoad ,  and  I ' ve  done  a  lo t  o f  t rave l l i ng  th rough

soc ia l  we l fa re ,  and  I  never  heard  the  word  "Ch icano"  t j l l  I  heard ' i t  j n

Longmont ,  Co lorado.

Just a few years ago?

About  e igh t  years  ago.  I  ca l led  a  meet ing  o f  the  Mex icans  there  a t  Bou lder

when they were going to demonstrate.  At  the meet jng I  was introduced by

someone who said, "Ahgrg ggll _sj telsm-gl g !_!, ygsqqerg CU'qeng." I

sa id ,  "You  migh t  be  a  Ch icano ,  I 'm  no t .  I 'm  a  Mex ican ,  and  I 'm  p roud  o f

j t .  S f ,  se f ro r ,  a  Ch i cano  I 'm  no t .  En  M6x i co  no  en t j enden!9_t, g!e. se 3-eig-[

Ios mexiqanos. aqui  arras_trars_e asf"
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7_The ' i n te rv iew  was  to  con t i nue  upon  my  re tu rn  to  E l  Paso  j n  the  Summer  o f

1973,  bu t  sad1y ,  Dr .  Ca l le ros  passed  away  in  the  Spr ing . l
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