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Paul Moreno
by Ricando Estrada

Ju l y  30 ,  1975

E:

tr .

E :

ltl :

E:

M:

M:

E :

E:

Mr. Moreno where were you born?

In Alamogondo, New Mexico.

What year?

I  930 .

Cou ld  you te l l  me someth ing  about  your  paren ts r  background?

We11, my panents immigrated to th js country at  a very ear ly age. They must

have been just  a few months old.  Both of  them were born jn the state of

Ch ihuahua,  l {6x ico .  My fa ther  was,  tha t  i s ,

In what c i ty?

Ojo  Negro ,  o r  some l i t t le  town l i ke  tha t .  My mother  was born  in  the  s ta te

of Zacatecas. They moved out here and my dad traveled the ci rcui t  of  the

lumber  indus t ry .  He t rave led  a l l  over  Ar izona and New lo lex ico ,  Co lorado,

Ca l  i fo rn ia .

What  per r lod  was th is?

Dur ing  the  th i r t ies  I  guess ,  because I  was  born  jn  New. l {ex ico  and some o f

my brothers wene born in Ar izona. So i t  must have been between 
' |930-1937

that my dad migrated a '11 over the Southwest.  l , . le f inal ly set t led here in

El  Paso. I  started grammar school  here.

l l |hy did your father decide to come to El Paso?

I  guess  because o f  a  iob .  A lso ,  h is  paren ts  l i ved  here .  My mother 's

paren ts  l i ved  in  Co lo rado  and  Ca l i fo rn ia .

What year did your father and mother or ig inai ly em' igrate f rom I ' l6xico into

the  Un i ted  Sta tes?

t^ le l l ,  my dad is  75  years  o1d.

Is  he  s t i l l  a l i ve?
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M:

t r .

l'l:

F .

M .

t r .

M .

E:

M .

t r .

M :

F .

M:

E :

Yes .

[ l |as he here on the border  dur ing the Mexican Revolut ion,  sdY between l9 l0

and 1 920?

I  th ink  he  was here  in  E l  Paso '  In  o ther

gee ,  no .

Cou ld  you te l l  me about  the  res t  o f  your

0rr igt 'nal ly we were twelve.  Now we are 7

age in  Ar izona.  The weather  was too  co ld

away about s ix Years ago.

So you grew uP here jn El  Paso?

words ,  he  wasn ' t  a  Po1 i  t i ca l  re fu -

fami ly?

le f t .  Three  d ied  a t  a

for them. Two sisters

very ear ly

jus t  passed

Yes .

could you tel l  me something about your formatt 've years?

I grew up about a block f rom here,  at  Florence and Third Streets '  I  went

to Alamo Elementary School  and then to Bowie High School .  I  dropped out

o f  h igh  schoo l  to  jo jn  the  se rv jce .

In what year?

In  I  948.

l , lh i le you were going to Alamo what was the ethnic composi t ion of  the school '

A hundred Percent.

A hundred percent chicano? what about the other schools you went to?

l , , le l l ,  Bowie  js  the  o ther  one I  went  to .

So i t  was  jus t  A lamo and Bowie?

Yes .

And both were a hundred Percent.

Both were a hundred Percent.

Do you recal l  any author i ty f igures,  SdJ pr inc ' ipa1s or teachers '  who might
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M:

E:

M:

E:

[r't :

have in f luenced you wh i le  you were  growing  up?

One had a  nbgat ive  in f luence on  me.  He was a  no  good son o f  a  b i tch .

Cou ld  you te11 me why you have these fee l ings?

He mis tneated  a l l  o f  us .  l , , le  wou ld  ge t  pun ished severe ly .  He was the  pr in -

c ipair  df id as a consequence of  h is t roubles wi th the teachers we were the

recep ien ts  o f  a l l  the  angen .

Do you th ink  there  were  any  d ' i sc r im ina tory  under tones  to  a l l  o f  th is?

I  don ' t  th ink  so ,  because a t  tha t  t ' ime we d idnr t  know what  d ' i sc r im ina t ion

was a l l  about .  I t  was  jus t  a  way o f  l i fe  and everybody ius t  accepted  i t .

The pr inc ipa ls  we had jus t  expec ted  us  to  be  spanked and o ther  th ings ,  v io -

1 ent l  y.

D id  they  1e t  you  speak  Span ish?

No,  tha t  was  a  no  no .  They  used to  ge t  angry  a t  us  fo r  tha t  a l l  the  t jme.

For speaking Spanish? Were you ever punished for i t?

0h ,  yes  I

What  k ind  o f  pun ishment  d id  you ge t?

They used to beat us wi th a bat.

So you dropped ou t  o f  Bowje  jn  .1948 
and. . .

I  jo ined the l ' lar ine Corps.

Te l l  me about  your  exper iences  in  the  Mar ine  Corps .

A Ch icano jo ined the  serv ice  to  ge t  a  job  because he  cou ldnr t  f ind  any

around.

l ^ las  th is  typ ica l  o f  a  lo t  o f  Ch icanos?

Yes,  par t j cu la r ly  a t  tha t  t ime.  A t  the  t ime everybody used to  te l l  a l l

these romant ic  s to r ies .  A l l  the  bro thers  who were  in  the  serv ice  a l l  had

s tor ies  aboUt  overseas ,  Hawai ' io  Japan,  Germany.  I  guess  a l l  o f  us  wanted

F .

M:
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E:

M:

to  exper ience the  same th ing .

How long was your enl istment?

I  was  in  the  Mar ine  Corps  fo r  about  s ix  years .

So you were r ln the Marine Conps dur ing the Korean Conf l  ic t?

Yes .

Did you serve in Konea?

Yes .

Cou ld  you te l l  us  someth ' ing  about  your  exper iences  there?

t^ Ie  took  a l l  the  c rap  and d id  a l l  k inds  o f  jobs .  You name i t  and I  d id  i t .

D id  you serve  in  combat?

Yes,  we were  the  f i rs t  Mar ines  tha t  h i t  down in  Korea.  l ^ le  went  jn  a l l  the

way and then came back  ou t .  I t  was  no th ing  rea l ' l y .

Whi le  you were  in  the  Mar ine  Corps  d id  you ge t  a long w i th  the  Ang los?

Yes, I  got  a ' long with them; because, before I  had never had any contact  wi th

them except for  my bosses that I  had worked for.  I  thought that  i t  was

qui te an honor to hang around with Anglos.  At  that  t ime I  was even ashamed

of my cul  ture.

At that  t ime you wene ashamed of  being Mexican?

At  tha t  t ime I  was .

Cou ld  you hand le  Eng l ish  we l l  a t  tha t  t ime?

No. When I  was at  Camp Pendelton I  used to go of f  by mysel f  and go up on

a  h i l l  and  p rac t i ce .

Speak ing  Eng l  i sh?

Yes .

How? What did you do to pract ice?

l t y  "ch 's "  and  my ' rsh 's "  were  rea l  bad .

E :

M:

t r .

M:

E:

M:

F .

M: I coul  dn I  t  te l  I  them apart .
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E:
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E:

M:

F .

M:

Did you take a book with you?

No,  I  jus t  p rac t iced  un t iJ  I  rea l i zed  the  d i f fe rence be tween them.

Did anybody ever point  th is out to you?

Yes,  a  f r iend  o f  mjne  used to  k ' id  me a l l  the  t jme about  th is  un t i l  I  f ina l l y

rea l i zed  the  d i f fe rence.  Then I  s ta r ted  prac t ic ing .

t^ |h i le  you were  in  the  Mar ines  d id  you ever  exper ience any  d isc r im ina t ion?

No I  d idn r t ,  because  I  d idn ' t  know what  d isc r im ina t ion  was .  I  i us t  took

th ings  as  a  mat te r  o f  course .  We d id  the  sh i t t y  jobs  and tha t  was  i t .  I

ius t  d idn ' t  know what  i t  was .  In  o ther  wordso I  d jdn ' t  know any  be t te r .

How do you look  upon your  years  in  the  l4ar ine ,Corps? D id  you en ioy  them?

I  guess  to  a  cer ta in  ex ten t  I  d id ,  bu t  i t  was  a  he l l  o f  a  b ra jnwash ing  they

d id  on  us .  I  thought  I  was  a  good Amer ican bu t  I  found ou t  I  wasn ' t .

How d id  you f ind  ou t  tha t  you  weren ' t?

l ' lhen I  srarted go' ing to school ,  and when I  got  out.

When d id  you ge t  ou t  o f  the  serv ice?

I  guess  i t  was  1956.  I  messed around down here  fo r  a  coup le  o f  years .  I

was  k jnd  o f  fo rced to  go  to  the  In te rna t iona l  Bus iness  Co1 lege,  bu t  a f te r

a year I  real  ized i t  was a waste of  t ime so I  dropped out and went into

U.T .E .P .  A t  tha t  t ime  Whi t taker  l vas  the  admjn is t ra to r .  He  wou ld  rea1 ly

go ou t  o f  h is  way to  he lp  you.  He go t  me enro l led  on  probat ion .  Those

days there was no such thing as probat ion.  You had to have a high school

d ip loma to  ge t  in .  He went  ou t  o f  h is  way to  ge t  me in  and even he ' lped me

schedu le  c lasses  and s tu f f  l j ke  tha t .  So  I  s ta r ted  to  f ind  ou t  what  was

go ing  on ,  and  I  th ink  tha t ' s  when  I  became a  l i be ra l .

l^ lhen you said that  you found out you werentt  an American what exact ly did

you mean?

E:
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l i l :  I  found out that  we were denied so many things, i ike Senator Chavez of  New

Mex ico  used to  say .  I  read an  an t ic le  abbut  h im where  he  sa id  tha t  dur ing

the  war  we are  Amer icans ,  and r igh t  a f te r  the  war  we 'ne  Mex ican Amer icans ,

Lat in Americans. The same thing happens when we try to get a iob.  I  iust

rea l i zed  tha t  a l l  the  pn iv i leges  and r igh ts  tha t  we have under  the  Const i -

tu t ion  were  no t  g iven  to  us .  I 'm ta lk ing  about  the  schoo l  sys tems and

about  a l l  the  segregat ion  tha t  was  go ing  on .

So you say that i t  was dur ing the mid f i f t ies that  you siarted to become

aware  o f  th is?

Yes .

Do you thjnk any of  your f r iends became aware of  that  at  that  t ime?

Very few real ly became aware, because at  that  t ime i t  was unpopular to

speak Span ish  in  co ' l1ege.  They  bna inwashed us  so  much.

You mean the  same th ing  youwent th rough jn  the  pub l ic  schoo ls  was happen ing

in  co l  I  ege?

I t  was  a  very  qu ie t ,  e lus ive  way o f  bna inwash ing .  You were  expec ted  to

speak no th ing  bu t  Eng l ish ,  and good Eng l ish ,  too .  I f  anybody ever  saw you

speak ing  Span ish- -and I 'm ta lk ing  about  our  peop le- - they  demoted you.

They thought that  you were dumb or something.

So l4exicans were doing that to other I ' i lexicans?

That 's  r igh t .  And when you became a  pro fess iona l ,  9o t  ou t  o f  schoo l  and

became a lawyer,  a doctor or what have you, i t  was expected of  you to marry

a  "g r inga. "  I f  you  mar r jed  a  "g r inga"  you were  rea l l y  in .  You rea l l y  had

ach ieved success  i f  you  d id  tha t .

That was thought of  you i f  you marr ied an Anglo?

That was part  of  the crap that we were brainwashed into.

M:

E :

M:

ut .

E :

M :

M:
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Did you buy i t?

I  s ta r ted  to  buy  i t ,  bu t  I  rea l i zed  what  the  he l l  was  be ing  done.  I  remem-

ber  tha t  when I  go t  ou t  o f  law schoo l  and s ta r ted  prac t ic ing '  a l l  o f  rny

f r iends  and I  wou ld  speak  Span ish  wh i le  we were  dr ink ing  co f fee ,  and then

as soon as an Anglo came in they would change. I  thought that  was a bunch

o f  bu l l sh i t .  I  keep  speak ing  Span ish  a l l  the  t ime ,  and  so  fa r  I ' ve  been

pre t ty  success fu l .  I  see  no  reason to  change.  I  guess  somehow I  was  in -

s t rumenta l  in  chang jng  a  lo t  o f  th ings '  espec ia l l y  among my pro fess iona l

f r " iends ,  who were  ac tua l ' l y  asharned o f  speak ing  span ish .

E: When you Were go' ing to school  at  Texas tr ' lestern,  d id any of  the professors

say  any th ing ,  o r  d id  you ever  ge t  the  op in ion  tha t  they  d idn ' t  want  you to

speak  Span ish?

It  was by innuendo, nothing direct .  A person I  know who teaches Economics

oVer  there  a lways  used to  s t ress  in  h is  lec tu res  how good ' i t  was  fo r  us  to

speak  no th ing  bu t  Eng l  i sh .

hlas i t  Hartr ick?

yes .  Bu t  I 'm  no t  say ing  he  wou ld  do  i t  i n  bad  fa i th .  He  wou ld  say  tha t

as a professi 'onal  man you were supposed to set  an example;  and that you

shou ld  fo l l ow the  "Amer ican  l i f e , "  so  tha t  o ther  peop le  wou ld  fo l l ow your

s teps  and  ass im i la te  in to  the  cu l tu re .  Bu t  i t  i us t  doesn ' t  work '

Do you th ink  i t ' s  impor tan t  fo r  a  Mex ican Amer ican to  learn  Eng l ' i sh?

Yes,  very  de f in i t l y .  Bu t  I  a lso  see tha t  j t ' s  impor tan t  fo r  us  to  keep

our  cu l  tu re .

l , ' lhat  was your major whi le you were

Account ing .

l^ lhat  other courses did You take?

going to Texas l , 'Jestern?

M:

M .

E:

M:

F .

M:

F .
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M: I  took  most ly  Account ing .  I  dec ided tha t  I  wanted  to  be  a  C.P.A.  o r  a

lawyer.  I  knew l  rea11y wanted to be a lawyer so I  went to law school .

Fnom the outset you knew you were going to be a lawyer?

0h, yes !

In  re t rospec t ,  what  i s  your  genera l  v iew o f  schoo l ,  in  par t i cu la r  o f  Texas

Western  in  the  mid  f i f t ies?  D id  you en joy  i t?

I  en joyed i t  because I  l i ked  schoo l .  I f  you  l i ked  schoo l  you  d" idn ' t  have

any prob lems.  You have fun  regard less  o f  where  you go .

Did you ever take any Mexican hjstory courses?

They were  no t  ava i lab le  a t tha t  t ime.

hlho did you take American history f rom?

Dr .  T immons.  He 's  a  cnazy  guy .  The c loses t  you  cou ld  come to  any  Mex jcan

or  Ch icano h is to ry  was th is  Eng ' l i sh  teacher  who wro te  a  book  on  s1ang.  l l l e

wou ld  go  ou t  and g ive  h im in fo rmat ' ion .  I  th ink  he 's  s t i l l  there .  He 's  a

rea l  c razy  o1d guy .

You know,  ta lk ing  about  h ' i s to ry ,  pant  o f  th is  in te rv iew is  devoted  to  your

a t t i tudes  abou t  the  upcoming  B icen tenn ia l .  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  you ,  as  a

Mex ican Amer ican in  
. |975,  

how do you re la te  to  the  found ing  fa thers  o f  th is

country l ike l l jashington, Adams and Jefferson?

I don' t  re late at  a l l  to them. I  re late to my own ancestry and to my own

cu l tu re .  I  have no  fee l  ings  toward  the  B ' i cen tenn ia l  ce lebra t ' ion .  I 'm

th ink ing  o f  hav ing  my own B icen tenn ia l ,  wha tever  the  he l l  i t  i s '  I  th ink

a l l  tha t i s  jus t  a  fa rce ,  by  the  conserva t i ves  and  the  Ang los .  And  rea l1y ,

they ' re  thnowr 'ng  a1 l  th is  c rap  to  us .  I  have no th ing  to  ce lebra te  about

Wash ing ton .  He l l  o  we were  here  a l ready .

The pr inc ip les  upon wh ich  th is  count ry  r ' ras  founded- - the  Const i iu t ion ,  the

E:

t4:

E:

M:

E:

t\,t .

E:

M:

E:

I'i :

F .
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M:

Declarat ion of  Independence, the night of  everyone to pursue happiness--do

you identt ' fy  wi th that? Do you l ike the idea?

Very  de f in i te iy .  Unfor tunate ly  i t  hasnr t  been un t i ' l  about  the  las t  ten  years

that we have had even a smel l  of  what the Const i tut ion and the other docu-

ments  g ive  us  r igh t  to .  Prev ious  to  tha t  we never  had any th ing ,  The con-

cepts themselves are beaut i fu l .  l^ le are the only country in the wor ld who

have them.

Are you sayr ing that the Mexican Americans

ten years ago?

0h yeahl  l , r fe st i l l  are.

In what nespect?

were  den ied  those r jgh ts  up  un t i lE :

M:

E :

lV|:

E:

M:

In  any th ing .  Jus t  l ook  a t  the ;soc ie ty

l j ke  tha t .  You t l l  never  f i nd  a  Ch icana

Is  tha t  a  p roduc t  o f  d isc r im ina t ion?

Very  de f in i te ly .  That ' s  economic  a lso .  You i

here  in  E l  Paso.  I f  you  have a  Span ish  surnam

pages,  a l l  the  debutan ts  and th ings

thene.

us t  l ook  a t  the  Jun io r  League

e you cannot be admit ted.

In  the  Sher r i f f ' s  possee you cou ldnr t  be  admi t ted ,  up  un t i l  jus t  a  few years

dgo ,  i f  you  had  a  Span ish  su rname.  A lso  in  the  Sun  Bowl . . . ve ry  few Span ish

surnames are  invo lved in  j t .  And I  ta lked  to  them;  I  to ld  them,  " I 'm go ing

to  th row a  boycot t . . . th row a  p icke t  a round the  Sun Bowl  . t t  t t14 [y?"  "Because

I  don ' t  see  a  s ing ' le  b rown face  in  the re . "  "We l l ,  i t  cos ts  a  lo t  o f  money

to  be  on  th is  th ing . "  " I  have the  bread.  A  lo t  o f  us  do . "  The same goes

on w i th  the  Un i ted  Fund.  The Un i ied  Fund is  geared to  he lp  the  poor ,  the

disabled, and wh.at  have you, but noth ' ing except "gr ingos" run i t .

E :  Are  there  some Mex icans  tha t  wou ld  l i ke  to  io in?

M: You're damn r ight  there qre.  You know that the Unj ted Fund is a good paying
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E:

M:

your thoughts on that?

Let me put i t  th is way: i f  l . ' l6xico was to invade the United States,  I

wou ld  be  the  f i r s t  one  to  go  f igh t .  I t ' s  tha t  s imp ' le .

So you th ink  you have proven your  pa t r io t i sm in  the  pas t  and tha t  you  wou ld

do  i t  aga in .

M:  I  wou ld  de fend  th js  coun t ry  because  I  l i ke  the  p r inc ip ' l es  i t ' s  es tab l i shed

under .  I f  we were  to  fo l low those pr inc ' ip les  tha t  a re  es tab l i shed ' in  the

B i l l  o f  R igh ts r  ds  they  a re  la id  in  the  Cons t i tu t ion ,  we  wou ld  have  a  he l l

o f  a  count ry .

Do you think we have a hel l  of  a country r ight  now?

I  sure  do .  Thanks  to  the  Supreme Cour t .

You th ink  i t  cou ' ld  be  be t te r?

Very  de f in i te ly .

How long did you say you were jn Korea?

I was there for  about a year.

How do you fee l  about  your  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  M6x ico? What  k ind  o f  re la t ' ion-

sh ip  i s  i t?

job .  The D i rec tor  makes a t

about  the  Sun Carn iva l  ?  I f

bas ketbal  1 games free .  I t 's

When i t  comes to patr iot ism

leas t  $30,000 fon  do ing  no th ing .  And what

no th jng  e lse ,  they  can go  see the  Sun Carn iva l

rea1ly hand to get into those games free.

toward the United States of  America,  what are

tobea

t r .

M: i  have no  persona l  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  M6x ico .  I  wou ld  never  want

Mex ican  c i t i zen .  F i rs t  o f  a l l  I  donr t  see . . .

You say you'd never be a l t lexican ci t izen. l^ lhy not?

There  is  no  jus t i ce  in  Mdx ico .  The Un i ted  Sta tes  has  a  beaut i fu l

tem.  I f  i t  hadn ' t  been fo r  the  cour t  sys tem,  th is  count ry  migh t

M: cour l  sys '

have had
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L .

M:

a revo lu t ion .  In  M6x ico  you  take  i t ,  you  lump i t ,  and  tha t ' s  i t .  There

is  no  recourse .  You take  fo r  example  the  par t idq 'de l  PAN,  wh ich  is  the

more  l iberE l  par ty  in  Mdx ico .  They  have won e lec t ions  in  Ba ia  Ca l i fo rn t 'a

to  the  tune o f  200 to  l ,  and  ye t  they  have no t  been seated .  You can ' t  go

to  a  cour t  to  ge t  i t  to  o rder  tha t  par t i cu ' la r  d is t r i c t  to  seat  them.

What  k ind  o f  cu l tu ra l  re la t ionsh ip  do  you have w i th  l t16x ico ,  i f  any?

0h ,  we l1 ,  o f  course  you  know tha t  a lJ  our  cu l tu re . . .a l1  my  cu l tu re  comes

der ived  f rom there .  But  I  th ink  tha t  we have more  cu l tu re  and more  pr ide ,

us  Ch ' i canos ,  than those peop le  in  M6x ico .  Here  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  some

of us are at tempt ing to keep our cul ture,  and try ing real  hard,  whereas

in  Mex ico ,  the  swing  is  the  o then way,  to  ge t  more  Ang loc ized.  When I

t rave l  to  Mdx ' i co  I  go  see the  Un ivers i ty  k ids .  As  rad ica l  as  they  migh t

be ,  a l l  o f  them were  t ry ing  to  im i ta te  the  U.S. l  s tudents - -you know'  the

long  ha i r ,  Lev i ' s  and  a l l  tha t  so r t  o f  th ing .  They  themse lves  have  los t

the i r  iden t i t y .  Here  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  some o f  us  more  l jbera l ,  some

more  rad jca l  Ch icanos . . .we l1 ,  you  see  them wear ing  l4ex ican  sh i r t s  and  a l l

those things. They are t ry ' ing to ident i fy more with the Mexican cul ture.

in  M6x ico  they  are  t ry ing  to  ass imi la te  too  much w i th  th js  cu l tu re .

And ye t  you  make a  po in t  o f  speak ing  Span ish .

R ish t .

Do you observe l ' lexican tradj t ions in your home?

L ike  what?

Qui nceafreras?

0h,  yeah.  I  w ish  they  wou ld  nev ive  them.  I  th ink  those are  beaut i fu l

ins t i tu t jons ,  the  qu in ! :ea f re ras .  0ne o f  the  most  beaut i fu l  ins t i tu t ' ions

tha t  the  Mex jcan  cu l tu re  has  j s  the  compadre .  I t ' s  aJ l  an  ins t i tu t ion
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because of  the respect.  When you gain a cornpadre,  you ga' in a member of

the  fami ly .

Do you t ry  to  ins t i l l  these va lues  in  your  ch i ld ren?

Very  de f in i te ly .

How many chi ldren do you have?

0n ly  one .

Boy  o r  g i r l?

G i r l .

Where ' is  she being educated?

Scotsda le  E lementary .

Ane you going to t ry to have her go to col lege?

0h ,  yeah .

Where?

Wherever she wants.

Today i 'n  Texas  po l i t i cs ,  who do  you cons ider  to  be  the  more  in f luent ia l

Ch icano  po l  i t i c ians?

M:  l . l e l l ,  we  rea l l y  haven ' t  go t  any  par t i cu la r  ind iv idua ls  in  Texas ,  un fo r tun-

a te ly .  I  wou ld  cons ider  Joe Herndn o f  San Anton io ,  and even Leone l  Cas t i l lo '

he rs  an  upcoming  ind iv idua l  i n  Hous ton .  And  our  own A l i c ia  ChacSn,  o f

course .

Do you th ink  the  in f luence is  go ing  to  g row?

No,  I  th ink  f i ke  any th ' i ng  e lse ,  i t  has  reached  a  so r t  o f  marg ina l  cu rve .

I  no t iced  in  th js  Jas t  sess ion  tha t  I  went  to  tha t  there  are  jus t  no  more

issues .  The c iv i l  r igh ts  movement  ' i s  gone.

You  sound  pess im is t i c .

Yes, because evenybody thinks that everything is rosy.

12

t r .

M :

F .

M:
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E:

M .

M:

13

E:

Do you want it to change?

I  do .

Do you have any ideas on ho.w to do it?

You ' re  damn r igh t l

Tel  I  me aboui  them.

Let ' s  change the  educat iona l  sys tem.

How are you going to do that?

Le t ' s  ge t  f i nanc ing  fo r  our  schoo ls .  Le t rs  change  the  Board  o f

Get some more regents that  are more sympathet ic to our problems

prob lems o f  the  B lacks  fo r  example .  Le t ' s  ge t  th is  un ivers i ty

have rnore Chicano professors up here.

Is  there  in te r re la t ionsh jp  be tween the  needs o f  the  B lacks  and

the  Ch icanos?

Regents .

and to the

go ing .  Le t ' s

the needs of

F .

M:

E:

M:

I  th ink  so ,  because i f  the  B lacks  ge t  someth ing ,  we a lso  tend to  ge t  some-

th ing .  By  the  same token i f  we ge t  someth ing ,  the  B lacks  tend to  ge t  some-

th ing  too .

How do you fee l  about  the  use  o f  the  word  "Ch icano"?

I  love  i t .

How about  "Mex ican Amer ican"?

I  have nothing against  someone who wants to cal l  themselves l4exican Ameri-

can,  La t in  Amer ican or  wharever .  I  don ' t  pu t  them down,  i f  they  themse lves

don' t  deny their  her i tage and they are not ashamed.

hlould you put them down i f  they did deny their  Mexican her i tage?

You ' re  damn r igh t  I  wou ld .

l^ Iho are the more important Chicano po1 i t ic ians in El  Paso?

I  wou ld  have to  say  A l i c ia  Chac6n rea l l y  i s  the  most  in f luent ia l  r igh t  now,



MORENO l4

E:

M:

E:

M:

E:

M:

I  wou ld  th ink .

Why is  she in f l  uen t r la l  ?  You keep ment r 'on ing  her .

Because she is a woman. She has been the f i rst  woman here in El  Paso that

has been elected to any type of  of f ice.  She's got a good background; her

husband is  a  sergeant  in  the  po l i ce  fo rce ;  and shers  been very 'very  ac t ive

in the Democrat ic Party.

Is  she a  s t rong-w i l led  woman?

Yeah,  very  s tnong-wi l led .  She has  a lso  been ac t ive  jn  a l l  face ts  o f the  edu-

ca t iona l  sys tem.  She 's  invo lved  in  LULAC and  G.  I .  Forum a lso .  Bes ides '

she knows what  she 's  ta lk ing  about .  I  th ink  be ing  the  f i rs t  woman g ives

her  tha t  edge over  the  male  po l i t i c ians .

What  o ther  ma le  Ch icano po l i t i c ians  are  prominent  jn  E l  Paso?

1^1e l l ,  l e t rs  see . . .  I  don ' t  th ' i nk  they ' re  ve ry  p rominen t ,  bu t  some have  a

lo t  o f  po ten t ia l .  Ray  Caba l le ro ,  fo r  example ,  has  a  he l l  o f  a  po ten t ia l  to

rea l l y  be  an  e f fec t i ve  leader ,  s imp ly  because he 's  a  newcomer .  H is  looks

are also very important.  He has a sort  of  naive look;  people seem to t rust

tha t .  No t  l i ke  me,  w i th  no  t ie  and  th ings  l i ke  tha t .  And  o f  course  w i th

the  d is t r r l c t  judges ,  they  cannot  ge t  invo ' l ved  to  much.  But  I  s t i l l  th ink

that Henny Pefra and Eddie Mdrquez both could be, ' i f  they were permit ted by

1aw,  to  go  and po l i t i c .  I  wou ld  have to  say  tha t  A l i c ia  Chac6n,  Ray Caba l le ro ;

and then Edd ie  l46rquez  and Henry  Pef ra ,  bu t  o f  course ,  they  can ' t  ge t ' invo lved.

Do you have any Anglo f r iends?

Yeah.  You know I  don ' t  ha te  Ang los .  I  ha ted  "g l ingos" .  Those are  the

ones I  ha te .

E :  Do you th ink  there  ex is ts  a  s ign i f i can t  b reach be tween Ang lo  Amer icans  and

Mexican Americans here in El  Paso?

E:

M:
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M :

E:

S ign i f i can t  to  what?  To another  c i ty?  Le t  me te11 you th is :  i f  you ' re

go ing  to  be  Ch icano,  E l  Paso is  the  p lace  to  be .  I  th ink  i t ' s  the  bes t

c i ty  in  the  who le  Un i ted  Sta tes  as  fa r  as  the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween the

Ch icano  and  the  Ang ' lo .  There ' i s  s t j l l  a  gap  in  our  re la t ionsh ips ,  though .

Can you th ink  o f  any  Ang los  who th ink  l i ke  you do  on  the  sub iec ts  we have

been tal  k ing about?

I  can .  Th is  guy  nex t  door ,  George

Are  these peop le  your  f r iends?

Yeah.  Bob  0 'Ke l1y .

Do you trust them?

0h,  yeah .

McAlmon; Bert  l^ l i l  I  iams; l ' la1com McGregor.

to hhve been the

rnotivated you to

14  years  o1d .

I  d idn ' t  rea l i ze  what  j t  was .  I  guess  i t  was  some sor t  o f  a  bar r io  move-

ment .  I  was  very  invo lved w i th  the  C.Y.O.

So you sor t  o f  subconsc ious ly  cu l t i va ted  th is  wh j le  you were  growing  up?

I ' ve  been  invo lved  in  i t  a  long  t ime.

When d id  you  f i r s t  go  to  leg is la tu re?

1967 .

Have you been there s ince?

No,  I  was  ou t  one te rm,but  I  came back .  I 'm serv ing  my four th  te rm.

Do you I i ke ' i t?

Yeah .

How do you ge t  a long w i th  the  Ang los  in  Aus t in  and w i th  the  peop le  f rom

Dal  I  as?

M .

Le me ask  you th is :  what  do  you cons ider

th ing  in  ge t t ing  you in to  po1 i t i cs?  What

I ' ve  been  in  th i s  th ing  s ince  I  was  a  k id ,

mos t  in f luen t ia l

ge t  in to  po l  i t ' i cs?

But at  that  t ime
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M: I  h i t  i t  o f f  w i th  them rea l  good.  As  I  sa id ,  I  don ' t  ha te  the  Ang lo ;  I 'm

no ha ter .  I  do  ha te  those b igo ts .

Are there btgots in theTexas State Legis lature today?

Yes .

What sect ions of  Texas are they nost ly f rom?

From a l l  oven.

From alJ over Texas? Does any one sect ion predominate?

No,  no t  nea11y;  bu t  the  ones  fnom East  Texas  are  rea l l y  bad.

l , . le l l ,  we be t te r  no t  ge t  ' i n to  spec i f i cs .

He l l ,  theyhe po l i t i c ians .  You and me can say  any th ing  we want  about  them.

I f  I  ment ioned ne ighborhood,  schoo l ,  church ,  fami ly ,  wh ich  one o f  ihose

r lnf l  uenced you the most?

Fami ly .  The  fami l y  i s  the  mos t  in f luen t ia l  j ns t i tu t ion .

I  want to get back to your youth for  iust  a second. You ment ioned the

bar r io  jus t  now.  Te l l  me about  g rowing  up  in  the  bar r io .

I t  was  tough.  I t  was  rea l l y  tough.  A  lo t  o f  th ings  happened r igh t  ou ts ide

on this very corner.  I  used to be the moderate type. I  guess you can say

I  was  conserva t ive .  I  never  go t  invo lved w i th  any  o f  the  gangs.

Were  there  a  lo t  o f  gangs?

Yeah,  there  were  a  lo t  o f  gangs  here  in  South  E l  Paso.  A t  tha t  t ime i t  was

rea1,  nea l  bad.

What  k ind  o f  th ings  d id  those guys  do?

You name i t ,  they  d id  i t .

We l l ,  you  name r l t .

Every th r "ng .  S tea l . . . they  wou ld  beat  the  he l l  ou t  o f  you  ius t  fon  be ing  in

in  the i r  te r r i tony .  Seen F lo rence St ree t  used to  be  the  d iv id ing  l ' i ne  and

M:

M:

E :

E:

M:

F .

M:

E:

M:
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that 's  wene I  used to  l i ve .  I t  used to  be  the  d iv id ing  l ine  be tween the

0.K.  N ines  and the  Seven X.  So you see,  I  had an  excuse no t  to  be long to

e i the r  one .

Did anyone ever tny to pressune you to io in one of  those gangs?

We1 '1 ,  no t  pnessure .  You  had  to  io in  to  su rv ive .  You  cou ldn ' t  wa lk  the

s t ree ts  a t  n igh t .  Where  Fern ie  Cordova l i ved ,  i t  was  the  ho tbed o f  Seven

X terr i tony.  I t  was nough; they were mean mothers.

You ment ioned Fernie Cordova, who is pr incipal  at  Aoy School  ,  and there

are a lor  of  your other contemporar jes that  sort  of  got  out of  the barr io

and achieved a certain degree of  success. Is there any common factor in

this,  or  any common reason that you might feel  was important in al  1 of  you

get t ing  ou t  o f  the  bar r io?

I  th ink  i t  was  the  fami ly .  Our  fami l ies ,  in  my case my rno ther  was Very

s t rong  w i l l ed  and  very  d isc jp f ina ry ,  I  th ink  the  fami l y  un i t  i t se l f  was

the main factor.  Al l  those guys who went astray had problems at  home.

But by the same token there Were a lot of guys at Bowie that were real

g rea t  and every th ing ,  and now they ' re  no th ing .  They  never  go t  any  p1ace.

Do you know Manny Morales? Did you know him whi ' le you were going to Bowie?

Yeah.

What k ind of  a person was Manny l4orales back then?

You know,  he  was a  n ice  guY.

He exce l led  in  spor ts ,  d idn ' t  he?

yeah ,  he  exce l led  in  spor ts .  In  the  academic  f i e ld  he  was  ius t  l i ke  a l l

o f  us ,  jus t  tny ing  to  do  a  iob  and t ry ing  to  ge t  ou t  o f  h igh  schoo l ,  ioo ,

i f  he  cou ld .

E:  I  in tenv iewed Manny and he ment ioned that  the only  reason that  he ever  got

17

E:

I't :

F .

M:
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out  o f  h i s  1ow pos i t i on  in  l i f e  was  because  o f  h i s  a th le t i c  p rowness .  He

was very,  veny candid wi th me. So you ment ioned that the reason that mot i -

vated you was your fami ly.  To what do you at t r ibute your success in pol  i t ics?

Aga in ,  my fami ly .

What about any one character ist ic of  your own? Is there anything about you

tha t  you  th ink  m igh t  have  rea l l y . . .

h le l l ,  I  p r ide  myse l f  in  remain ing  the  same s ince  I ' ve  been an  e lec ted  o f f i -

c ia l .  I  don ' t  th ink  I  have changed one b i t .  0n  the  cont ra ry ,  to  some o f

my enemies ,  I  ge t  worse  a l l  the  t ime.  By  tha t  I  mean I  ge t  more  l jbera l

and  sens i t i ve  to  a l I  k inds  o f  p rob lems.  I 'm  s t i l I  t he  sa rne ;  I  s t i l 1  boyco t t

the Country Club and al l  those things. I  iust  don' t  go to any of  those

p laces .  I  s t i l l  l i ke  to  hang  a round  my fn iends .

So you have a  loya l ty  to  your  o r ig ins ,  i s  tha t  r igh t?

I  jus t  l i ke  to  be  w j th  them.  I  ha te  a l l  those o ther  th ings .  The on ly  t ime

I  go  th rough w i th  them is  when I  fee l  mora l l y  ob l ' iga ted  to  go .  0 ther  than

tha t  you  never  seeme a t  those b ig  recept ions .

E:  you ment ioned tha t  E l  Paso is  the  bes t  p lace  fo r  a  Ch icano to  l i ve  than in

other major c i t jes in the Southwest.  l^ lhy?

Wel l ,  because  f i r s t  o f  a l l  we ' re  a  ma io r i t y  here .  L i ke  I  sa id ,  I  fee l  tha t

the gap has narrowed somer^rhat between the anglo community and our people,

as  fa r  as  them unders tand ing  our  p rob le r ls .

Have you ta lked  to  many peop le  o f  your  pos i t ion ,  l i ke  s ta te  leg is la to rs  o f

other states anound the Southwest?

yes .  Jus t  necent ly  I ' ve  been in  Los  Ange les ,  where  I  spoke w i th  the  mayor

and o thers .

Did you compare notes about how things were going?

IB

M:

E :

M:

t r .

M:

M:

E:

M:

E:
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M:

F .

No,  we  don ' t  do  tha t .

Not rea11y? Have you ever heard any comment as to what they th ink about

E l  Paso?

ln le l1  you see,  the  peop le  in  Ca l  j fo rn ia  have a  misconcept ion  about ,  us .  They

s t i l l  th ink  tha t  the  Rangers  s t i l l  come out  here  and drag  you ou t  in  the

midd le  o f  the  n igh t ,  l ynch  you and what  have you.  l ' 4any  peop le  a round here

feel  that  we have more pol i t ical  power hene in Texas. And we do have more

po l i t i ca l  power  here  than they  do  in  Ca l i fo rn ia j  I  canr t  conv ince  them o f

that.  They say, "b ' le l l ,  what the hel l  do you have? Just a few years ago

you d idn ' t  have a  Sta te  Senator .  Jus t  four  years  ago you on ly  had one mem-

ber  in  the  assembly .  You 've  never  had any th ing . "

Do you fee' l  proud of  being a Texan?

No,  I  fee l  p roud o f  be ing  a  Tex ican.  Our  s t rugg le  has  been so  hard  w i th

d isc r im ina t ion  be ing  so  obv ious  here  in  Texas .  Th is  i s  the  reason we have

ga ined  so  much .  In  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  the re  a re  s t i l l  a  lo t  o f  peop le  who  ac tua l -

1y  be l ieve  tha t  there  is  no  d isc r im ina t jon  a t  a l l  tha t  there  never  has  been.

I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t  peop le  who  a re  s incere .

Are those what they cal l  "Cal  j forn ' ios?"

And manynmany peop le  be l ieve  tha t  there  has  never  been any  d isc r im ina t ion

towards us.

Have you ever  exper ienced any  d isc r im ina t ion?

0h,  yeah.

Te l l  me about  i t .

Wh i le  I  was  in  law schoo l  I  t r i ed  to  ren t  a  house . . .

In  Aus t in?

Yea h .

M:

E:

M .

F .

M:
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M:

t,.lhat did you do?

I  rea ' l l y  go t  mad.  I  guess  i t  was  around

Where is your wi fe f rom?

From here.

From E l  Paso.  Is  she Ch icana?

I 'm d ivo rced .

. l959  
when I  s tan ted  law schoo l .

Have you ever  had any  ouher  exper iences  w i th  d isc r im ina t ion?

Those were  the  over t .  The subt le  ones  I  never  pa id  any  a t ten t ion  to .  Aga in ,

tha t  was  because o f  the  bra inwash ing  they  had.  I  used to  have a  he l l  o f  a

t ime when I  was in the service.  I  a lways said that  we suffered more than

the  B lacks .  They  knew where  they  cou ' ld  go  and we d idn ' t .  In  the  resuaurantso

I  d jdn ' t  know i f  they  wou ld  serve  me.  A l though I  have never  been re fused

serv ice  ' in  any  p1ace,  I  have been re fused a  home.

In  Aus t in?  t , . l i thou t  agree ing  or  d isagree ' ing  w i th  your  v iews,  I  can  say  tha t

i  used to  have the  same prob lems when I  l i ved  in  A t lan ta  and Co lumbus.  I

d idn ' t  know whether  to  go  to  co lo red  or  wh i te  d r jnk ing  founta ins  and a l l

o f  tha t .

One th ing  i  have accepted . . .when I  to ld  you tha t  I  was  ashamed o f  be ing

Mex ican,  wh i le  I  was  in  the  serv ice .  You know,  I  wanted  so  bad to  be  wh i te

tha t  i t  was  pa the t ic .  Now tha t  I  rea l i ze  tha t  I 'm so  proud o f  be ing  a

brown man,  I  l i ve  so  happ i ly  now,  because I  don ' t  have tha t  shame;  I  know

I 'm a brown man. I  know that 60% of the Ang' los ca1' l  me a brown man. A lot

o f  peop le  k id  themse lves .  " t , r le l l ,  we ' re  wh i te  because some fo lks  say  we are

. . . the  soc io log is ts  say  we  a re . "  Bu t  I  don ' t  go  a long  w i th  wha t  soc io lo -

gr ' s ts  say .  I  go  by  what  peopJe ac tua l l y  be l ieve  or  what  they  th ink .  I  can

say that the Black man is rny brother.  Sure,  he's my lega' l  brother.
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lvl :

Your 1 egal  equal  ?

Tha t ' s  r igh t .  I ' l l  g r i ve  h im a l l  the  r igh ts  and  I  w i l l  never  deny  h im any-

th ing .  Bu t  s t i l l ,  I  know damn we l l  tha t  the  B lack  and  I  a re  d i f fe ren t .

Peop le  don ' t  look  upon me as  a  wh i te  mann bu t  I rm very  happy r igh t  now

being a brown man. I  real ize that  we have our own cul ture,  that  we have

every th ing  fo r  ourse lves .  I  th ink  i t ' s  beau t i fu l .

Would you prefer that  your daughter manry a bnown man?

Very  de f in i te ly .

You wouid prefer that  she marry a Chicano rather than a "gr ingo?"

By the  same token I  wou ldnr t  deny  i t .  I  wou ld  love  to  see my daughter

mamy a  Ch icano,  bu t  I  wou ldnr t  ins is t  on  i t .  I  spoke to  my daughter  in

Eng l  i sh  fo r  the  f i rs t  f i ve  years  o f  her  I  r ' fe .  A f te r  she  p icked up  the

Eng l ish  language I  s topped.  Now I  don ' t  speak  to  her  in  any th ing  bu t

Span ish .  She speaks  bo th  languages per fec t l y .

Do you cons ider  b i1  ingua l  i sm impor tan t?

Very  impor tan t ,  no t  on ly  because I  can  speak  bo th  languages,  6n  fac ! ,

I  w ish  I  cou ld  speak  more  than two languages.  I  th ink  tha t  any  person who

can speak  four  o r  f j ve  languages ' i s  jus t  superhuman.  He can ge t  more  th ings

done by  speak ing  so  many languages.  I t ' s  a  go lden oppor tun ' i t y  i f  we can

speak two languages.  I  be l ieve  tha t  we shou ld  take  advantage o f  i t .

Mr .  l r lo reno,  I 'd  ]  i ke  to  end th is  in te rv iew by  ask ing  you where  you th ink

the Chicano movement is going from here? You talked about a curve more

or  less .

I t ' s  dead  now.

You th ink  i t ' s  dead?

Yes.  I  th ink  we reached a  peak .  I  th ink  j t ' s  go ing  to  be  another  ten  years

F .

M:

F .

M:

E:

M:

E:

M:

F .

M:
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E:

M:

E:

M:

unt i l  someth ing  comes up .

Wou ld  you  l i ke  to  l i gh t  a  few f i res?

I  don ' t  th ink  so .  Bu t  then  I  ha te  to  see  th is  th ing  go  on  l i ke  th i s .

There  a re  so  many  th ings  tha t  have  to  be  done . . . i n  the  f i e ld  o f  educa t ion .

And to me the fami ly is a very impontant th ing.

Do you see educat ion  as  be ing  c r i t i ca l  ?

Tha t ' s  the  l i f eb lood .  I f  i t  weren ' t  fo r  educa t ion ,  I  wou ldn ' t  be  here

ta lk ing  to  you,  and you wou ldn ' t  be  here  e i ther .  I  wou ld  p robab ly  be  ta lk -

ing to some l^ le l fare of f icer asking for ny food stamps. Educat ion can make

you  aware  o f  wha t ' s  go ing  on ,  and  i t  can  he lp  you  l i gh t  more  f i res .  0 r  i t

can  he lp  you ge t  n ich  and then make you fo rge t  about  your  peop le ;  a  lo t  o f

peop le  a re  do ing  tha t .  A  lo t  o f  Ch icanos  ge t  ou t  o f  schoo l  and then they

forget where they came from. They forget about their  people who need their

he l  p .

Do you th ink  i t ' s  impor tan t  tha t  the  two co l leges  here  have more  Ch jcano

pro fessors?

F .

M: I t ' s  very  ' impor tan t .  They  shou ld  a l  so  th ink

me i t ' s  so  un fa i r ,  so  un ius t ,  and  so  j l l ega l

promot ing these guys. To

have a  un ivers i tY  here  w i th

o f

to

F ' .

M:

a good 60% ch icanos ,  and the  facu l ty  /There 'g /  on ly  10%.  I t ' s  r id icu lous .

Do you th ink  there  is  i l l ega l i t y  somewhere  a long the  l ine?

There  has  to  be .  The f i rs t  th ing  they  say  ' i s ,  " t ' l e l l  '  we can ' t ,  f ind  qua l i -

f i ed . . . , ,  I  ha te  tha t  word  ' ,qua l i f i ed" ;  I  th ink  tha t ' s  ius t  an  excuse .

I f  you  d id  have Ch icano pro fessors  a t  the  Un ivers i ty ,  wou ld  you want  them

to  be  qua l i f j ed .

M:  They  are  qua l i f ied  and we 'ne  loos ing  them.  The grea tes t  expor t  they  have

is Chicano professors.  l^ fe educate them down here and they leave. They're

E:
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E:

M:

a l l  i n  San  D iego ,  Be rke ley .

coun tny  tha t  wou ld  l ove  to

trlhy don' t they?

Because  they  don ' t  ge t  t he

they deserve.  l^Je '  re  l  os i  ng

[ , ' le l1 ,  th is  has been a very

ve ry  much .

Any t ime.

I  have  a  bunch  o f  f r i ends  a l l  ove r  t he

s tay  he re  and  teach .

b reaks ,  and  they  don ' t  ge t  t he

them.

informatr 've in terv iew.  I  want

sa1 ary that

to thank youE:

M:
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