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@BaltimorePolice: Please remain peaceful
BY MARIA ESQUINCA
The Prospector 

“�e streets 
were never ours 
to begin with, 
because on these 
same streets our 
sons and broth-
ers, fathers and 
uncles were, and 
still are, prey,” 

wrote Edwidge Danticat, in an article 
for the New Yorker titled “Enough is 
Enough” a�er the death of Eric Gar-
ner, who died in a chokehold posi-
tion by a cop a�er muttering, “I can’t 
breathe.” 

�e quote is particularly illuminat-
ing concerning the �ood of deaths of 
young men of color at the hands of 
white cops.

Currently, the newest victim was a 
25-year-old unarmed young man of 
color, who was killed in police cus-
tody due to a spinal cord injury. 

A website called killedbypolice.net 
chronicles the occurrence of every 
death by a police o�cer in the U.S. 
�e spreadsheet contains the name 
of the victims, the sex and a link to a 
news article associated to their death. 
Last year there were more than 1,000 
deaths by cops, and since Freddie 
Grey died, there have been 21 more 
people killed. 

�e death of Grey, similar to the 
death of Brown, has incited protests 
in the city of Baltimore, Md. How-
ever, protests turned violent a�er the 
funeral of Grey. 

�e violent protests lead Gov. 
Larry to declare the city in a state of 
emergency and activate the National 
Guard. Larry stated that looting and 
acts of violence will not be tolerated. 

“I strongly condemn the actions of 
the o�enders who are engaged in di-
rect attacks against innocent civilians, 
businesses and law enforcement o�-
cers. �ere is a signi�cant di�erence 
between protesting and violence and 
those committing these acts will be 
prosecuted under the fullest extent of 
the law.”

It seems that once protestors resort 
to violence, it allows for their pain 
and su�ering to be undermined.

On Twitter, you’ll �nd #Freddi-
eGray, and you’ll also �nd #Balti-
moreRiots. An article from the Daily 
Kos read, “Baltimore erupts into 
chaos.” Carson Daly tweeted, “Really 
sucks to see these looters ruining the 
great city of @Baltimore. �is isn’t 
protest, this is a violent attack on your 
OWN city.” 

You can almost see the �ames burn-
ing in mid-air.

While others point out a di�erent 
reality, an article from Black West-
chester headlines “10,000 strong 
peacefully protest in Downtown 

Baltimore, media only reports the 
violence and arrest of dozens.” �e 
article goes on to detail that out of 
the 10,000 peaceful protestors in Bal-
timore, mainstream media focused 
on the 100 who “acted up” and the 
35 who were arrested. Jamison Foser 
tweeted, “Dear @BaltimorePolice: 
Please remain peaceful. Several of our 
citizens have been killed.”

But the point of this column can 
be framed more poignantly through 
a Tumblr user called mysharona1987 
who wrote, “I wish people were as 
mad about the police literally sever-
ing a man’s spine and killing them, as 
they are about some broken car.” 

I can understand the indignation 
that may be spurred a�er people be-
gin “looting” and “rioting” and creat-
ing “chaos.” It’s violent, it causes dam-
age to property and it’s breaking the 
law. But once one title (protestors) is 
replaced by another (looters), it al-
lows for the narrative to be changed, 
and suddenly the damage they in�ict 
on the city, on cars, on property, be-
comes more signi�cant than the dam-
age that has been in�icted on their 
lives.

Erased is the pain felt by commu-
nities of color, by families, fathers, 
mothers, brothers, sisters, friends and 
the fear they must live with day by 
day, as their loved ones are murdered 
with impunity and a blatant disregard 
for their pain.

I will never understand the hypoc-
risy of that logic. 

If at the core of the enragement is 
that “rioters” are breaking the law 
and destroying property and entic-
ing violence, where is the enragement 
when cops kill unarmed young men? 
Eric Garner, Michael Brown, Freddy 
Grey—what they all had in common 
besides being young men of color is 
that they were unarmed. How does 
someone without a weapon pose a 
threat to someone with a weapon? 

�e reality is that this is a race is-
sue, and we need to ask ourselves why 
unarmed black men are threatened by 
white cops? But we also need to ask 
ourselves why, as a society, we seem to 
be more enraged and alarmed by the 
100 “rioters,” who loot and burn cars, 
rather than the cops who continue 
to kill a plethora of unarmed men of 
color, adding up to a 1,000-plus death 
count. 

Maria Esquinca may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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Texas legislation moving to ban powdered alcohol
BY ALONSO MORENO
The Prospector 

�e idea of bringing “powderitas” 
to outdoor activities or parties with-
out the added bulk of a bottle might 
not become a reality as Texas looks to 
ban powdered alcohol.

A bill by state Rep. Charlie Geren, 
R-Fort Worth, would ban the sale 
and possession of powdered alcohol 
in Texas and was approved by �e 
House Licensing and Administrative 
Procedures Committee  in March.

Powdered alcohol, also referred to 
as “palcohol,” is a powder that when 
mixed with water, soda, juice or other 
beverage turns into an alcoholic bev-
erage. It is sold in a small pouch in 
an amount equivalent to a shot and 
is available in vodka, rum, cosmo-
politan, margarita and lemon drop 
�avors.

During the committee meetings, 
Geren expressed concern about pow-
dered alcohol and stated that it could 
lead to alcohol abuse.

“We have a new dangerous and 
intoxicating substance and it’s called 
powdered alcohol,” Geren said. “I 
don’t think it’s something that we 
need to have on our shelves at our li-
quor stores.”

�e creator of powdered alcohol, 
Mark Phillips, claims on his website 
that he created the product in order 
to meet his needs of enjoying an alco-
holic drink while participating in out-
door activities such as hiking, biking, 
camping and kayaking.

“It’s a bit funny to be honest, you 
barely hear about it in the news and 

the Internet, but before you know 
they are already trying to ban it,” said 
Africa Deleon, senior Spanish major. 
“I feel it’s a bit weird that you ban a 
certain form of alcohol and not ques-
tion the other types.”

Although the product is meant to 
be a portable form of alcohol, estab-
lishments have sold and distributed 
similar products for a long time now.

“Powdered alcohol might just be a 
novelty in the sense of how it looks 
and is sold, but there are other forms 
of alcohol that are easy to carry 
around,” said Michael Farrar, a for-
mer nightclub general manager. “You 
have miniature bottles that are sold 
in liquor stores or given along with a 
drink so that you may do your own 
mixing. Next time you visit a liquor 
store, just look behind the counter 
and you will see all the options that 
currently exist.”

Products such as the Pocket Shot 
are among the alcohol items that are 
legal to sell in Texas and have been 
approved by the FDA. 

In similar fashion, the pocket shot 
was created for those who love the 
outdoors or anyone who needs a 
cocktail on the go, with the mission 
of being designed to “satisfy your 
thirst for spirits on the go. With eight 
�avors, Pocket Shot o�ers the larg-
est selection of premium spirits in a 
pouch on the market,” according to 
their website.

Critics of powdered alcohol point 
out that the portability of the product 
is what makes it such a danger and 
that minors will have an easier time 
concealing it.

“With pockets small enough to �t 
into a child’s pocket, it will be harder 
for schools and parents to identify 
and con�scate this substance from 
our youth,” said Grace Barnett, a 
spokeswoman for Texans Stand-
ing Tall, a nonpro�t that advocates 
against youth drug and alcohol use, 
during hearings for the bill.

�ose who have experience with 
underage drinking, however, point 
out that it’s not that hard to �nd 
ways to get alcohol. A former UTEP 
student “Louie,” who wished to not 
be identi�ed, shared his story about 
smuggling and drinking in high 
school.

“It does not have to be portable or 
small, you just need to know a way 
to carry it around so that it’s not sus-
picious,” Louie said. “I used to �nd 
multiple ways to smuggle it to school 
and drink there. For example, if it 
was clear (the liquor), a simple water 
bottle could do the trick or you could 
mix it before you even showed up 
school.”

Louie also pointed out that getting 
alcohol is just a matter of �nding the 
right person or simply being “sneaky” 
about it.

“�ere is always someone who 
knows a person or has an older sib-
ling who can get it for you. Also, some 
homes just have a lot of liquor in 
them,” he said. “People collect bottles 
or miniatures (bottles) sometimes. A 
lot of people don’t realize that a min-
iature is gone unless they really pay 
constant attention to them.” 

Although the source was caught and 
faced discipline for attending school 

in an inebriated state, he pointed out 
that what occurred could have had 
much more severe consequences.

“I was a dumb kid who got carried 
away, was not careful and eventually 
got caught because I reeked of alco-
hol, but the reality is that if I wanted 
to, I could have smuggled alcohol 
every day to schoo,” he said. “Some 
schools are just too big and are wor-
ried about other issues such as drugs. 
Like I said, it’s not hard.” 

Geren’s HB 1018 would classify 
powdered alcohol as an illicit bever-
age, illegal to sell or possess in Texas. 
Currently, the bill has been �led, but 

has yet to be approved by the House 

or the Senate.

“�e form does not matter, what 

matters is the people and if they want 

to drink they will eventually �nd a 

way. I certainly did,” Louie said.

Amanda Guillen may be reached at theprospectordaily.

news@gmail.com.
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BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

�e Texas Showdown Festival, an 
annual tattoo and music festival, will 
take place this year from noon to 
midnight July 17, 18 and 19 at the El 
Paso County Coliseum. 

�e festival will feature professional 
tattoo artists as well as more than 20 
famous bands and musicians such as 
�e O�spring, which is known for 
their songs “You’re Gonna Go Far,” 
“Kid and �e Kids Aren’t Alright,”  as 
well as Limp Bizkit and Buckcherry. 
�e concerts will begin at 3 p.m. each 
day. 

�e Texas Showdown Festival is 
one of the largest tattoo and music 
festivals in the world and has been 
held since 2010.  

“I think it’s really cool that El Paso 
is able to host unique events like this 
one,” said Ruben Paredes, junior ac-
counting major. “I always try to at-
tend shows like these.”

�e festival will feature more than 
300 tattoo artists. Some of the artists 
include Stefano Alcantara, a tattoo 
artist from Peru, Sarah Miller, tattoo-
ist and manager at Wyld Chyld Tat-
too in Pittsburgh, and Joshua Carl-
ton, a tattoo artist and painter from 
Indiana. 

Tattoo artists and celebrities from 
television shows such as “Tattoo Ti-
tans,” “Best Ink” and “Tattoo Night-
mares,” as well as representatives and 
stars from television networks in-
cluding Spike, TLC and Oxygen. 

Dinorah Vazquez, senior psycholo-
gy major, said she has not been to the 
festival before, but would like to go. 

“I probably will attend the Texas 
Showdown Tattoo Festival, mostly 
because I have a fascination with tat-

toos themselves and have been con-
sidering getting one,” Vazquez said. 
“�is festival will bring many great 
tattoo artists so I can see which style, 
design and technique to better ease 
my decision of getting a tattoo that I 
would like.”

Jasmine Rodriguez, known inter-
nationally as a talented female tattoo 
artist and star of “Tattoo Nightmares,” 
will be performing live tattooing all 
three days. 

Robert LaSardo, actor and tattoo 
artist who has starred in “CSI: Mi-
ami,” “Nip/Tuck” and the movie “�e 
Human Centipede,” will be available 
for a meet and greet.

Some of the other tattoo artists 
include Roman Abrego, an interna-
tionally recognized tattoo artist who 
has been tattooing for 12 years, and 
Rodney Eckenberger, a tattoo artist 

and the owner of the nationally rec-
ognized tattoo shop, Wicked Ways 
Tattoo, in Lakeville, Ind.. Patrons will 
be able to receive tattoos from these 
artists and have the opportunity to 
meet and talk with them to discuss 
the art of tattooing. 

Local tattoo artists and piercers will 
also be performing live tattooing at 
the festival.

“I personally like tattoos and body 
piercings are a taste to acquire,” 
Vazquez said. “Tattoos are a great way 
to express ones self.”

All of the tattoo artists will be re-
quired to get a temporary health per-
mit from the El Paso Health Depart-
ment and must have a valid license 
before giving tattoos to patrons. 

�ere will be live music, shows, art 
giveaways and other activities includ-

ing human suspension shows, food 
trucks and a full outdoor bar. 

Each year, the festival features 
shows demonstrating human suspen-
sion, which is a form of body modi�-
cation, where humans are suspended 
in the air by hooks that are hooked to 
di�erent parts of the body. Typically 
the hooks are inserted in areas such 
as the shoulders, arms and legs. �e 
art involves knowing acute geometry,  
anatomy and physiology. 

�ere will also be piercers available 
to do piercings and sideshows featur-
ing BMX stunt shows and carnival 
rides that focus on taking their riders 
out of their normal element. 

Steam Punx, a group of sideshow 
performers known for their shows 
based on illusions, will be performing 
daily at the County Coliseum’s center 
stage. 

�ere will be food from more than 
100 vendors, including Twin Peaks, El 
Jefe (Mexican food) Red, White and 
Chew, O� the Grill and La Shakalosa. 

�e vendors have the opportunity 
to compete in a food truck show-
down, with the winner receiving the 
opportunity to compete next year. 
�e champion is based on votes cast 
by patrons.

 “I think it is a great idea to have 
events like this take place in El Paso, 
mostly because it helps El Paso at-
tract a new age crowd,” Vazquez said. 
“With the growing tattoo fad, that 
over the past years, tattoos have be-
come less taboo, and recent additions 
of tattoo shops have been added to 
El Paso, and I think it helps El Paso 
Tattoo artists get a feel of what tech-
niques, instruments, designs and 
styles are out there on the market so 
that they can �nd their own unique 
style of tattooing.”

�e entertainment lineup includes 
the famous rapper Ice Cube, known 
for his song “No Vaseline,” and the 
“21 Jump Street” franchise, �e O�-
spring, Limp Bizkit, Yelawulf, Pep-
per-iration and Pop Evil. Ice Cube 
will be headlining on July 17, Limp 
Bizkit will be performing July 18 
along with Buckcherry and Holly-
wood Undead, and �e O�spring, 
with DJ Starscream, will be on stage 
on July 19. 

�e Texas Showdown Festival is 
open to all ages. For more informa-
tion, call 231-6739.

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com. 

BY AMANDA GUILLEN 
The Prospector

With this year’s lineup recently an-
nounced and one of Broadway’s big-
gest musical blockbusters on its way 
to the Sun City, Broadway in El Paso 
brings a bit of “42nd Street” to 125 
Pioneer Plaza.

Since 2003, Broadway in El Paso 
has been providing the El Paso com-
munity with shows that have graced 
the Broadway stage. 

JAM �eatricals, a Chicago-based 
entertainment company that presents 

and produces Broadway engagements 
throughout North America, has 
teamed up with El Paso Live to pro-
duce Broadway in El Paso.

“Wicked” will be the last show of 
the 2014-2015 season and will take 
the Plaza stage for two weeks from 
May 20 through May 31.  

�is is the second time “Wicked” 
has headlined Broadway in El Paso–
the �rst time was in 2012.

�e 2015-2016 lineup has already 
brought excitement to UTEP students 
who look forward to attending every 
year.

Junior theater major Luis Torres 
has attended productions of both 
“Beauty and the Beast” and “Wicked” 
when they toured through El Paso. 

“Live theater is so di�erent from 
television and movies,” Torres said.  
“So much work and dedication goes 
on behind the curtain every night, 
and one performance is never exactly 
the same each night. It’s a wonderful, 
unexplainable sensation that I love to 
feel when I go see a production.” 

Next year’s lineup includes “I Love 
Lucy-Live on Stage,” “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer: �e Musical,” 

“Ragtime: �e Musical,” “Riverdance: 
�e 20th Anniversary World Tour,” 
“Stomp,” and “Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat.” 

Headlining the season is the Tony 
award-winning musical “�e Book 
of Mormon,” which has seen rave re-
views over the years.

Vice president of programming at 
JAM �eatricals, Scott Sampson, said 
that shows are selected based on what 
the team feels will be successful in the 
region.

“We try to bring the best mix of 
new and old Broadway productions 

that would please the local popula-
tion base,” Sampson said. “We deter-
mine this with the help of local peo-
ple in the market as well as from our 
knowledge of how these shows have 
performed in other markets around 
the country as well as on Broadway.”

 Sampson said that these shows, al-
though very similar to the ones you’d 
see in New York, do have some dif-
ferences. �ere are two types of tour-
ing shows, equity and non-equity 
productions, and some of the equity 
productions are very similar to what 
one would see on Broadway.

 “Good examples of this would be 
‘Chicago- �e Musical’...another ex-
ample is ‘Wicked,’ which is coming 
back for a return visit to El Paso this 
May, and ‘Jersey Boys,’ which was 
there last May, were also equity pro-
ductions,” Sampson said. “�ere will 
be a surprise title that will be coming 
to El Paso next November that hasn’t 
been announced yet.” 

�e “Book of Mormon” will play at 
the Plaza �eater Nov. 10-15.

Sampson also said that the El Paso 
market does very well in relation to 
other markets that have Broadway 
seasons and that the future of Broad-
way in El Paso looks bright.

“We’ve been doing this for 11 sea-
sons in El Paso and believe we’ll be 
here for many more seasons to come,” 
Sampson said. “El Paso really sup-
ports our series and loves the shows, 
and we love being able to bring them 
to the community.”

Amanda Guillen may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com

Broadway brings the big apple to the Sun City

MICHAELA ROMAN/ THE PROSPECTOR
“Wicked” will take the Plaza stage for two weeks from May 20 through May 31.

Fifth-Annual Texas Showdown Festival to be in El Paso

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE TEXAS SHOWDOWN FESTIVAL FACEBOOK PAGE
The 2015 Texas Showdown Festival will take place July 17, 18 and 19 at the El Paso County Coliseum.
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Cantina offers a tasty twist on Mexican food 
BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

Tucked in the center of a cultural 
hub, Cantina Malolam is a new, hip 
Mexican restaurant located on 5001 
N. Mesa. My mom and I ate there on 
a Saturday night, during one of their 
busier times, but the service was still 
good and I was not disappointed.

�e restaurant and bar combination 
seemed intimidating at �rst for some-
one who doesn’t normally go to bars 
or experience these kinds of places. 
�e atmosphere was relaxed and the 
waiters were warm and inviting. �ey 
invited us in as soon as we walked in 
through the door and allowed us to 
sit wherever we wanted. Although it 
was a bit chilly outside, we decided to 
eat on their patio at one of their picnic 
tables.

My mom was worried they would 
forget we were there because we were 
a tad hidden from the rest of the pa-
trons, but our waiter was always avail-
able to re�ll my iced tea. 

I ordered chicken tacos with a side 
of rice, and was surprised with how 
much rice I got. 

I had the choice of black beans, 
calabacitas (zucchini), Mexican fried 
rice, French fries or a side salad for a 
side. 

�e rice was delightfully mixed Teh 

�e rice was delightfully mixed with 
chorizo and pico de gallo, and I had 
enough of it for le�overs for two days 
a�er, which was a good thing because 
it was uniquely delicious. 

�e chicken tacos contained 
chopped strips of chicken on a bed 
of warmed corn tortillas, marinated 
in an array of spices and topped with 
onions, green onions and cilantro. 
�ey tasted like a mix of homemade, 
Mexican-style tacos and street-food 
tacos you would buy at a food truck. 

�e tacos were of decent size and had 
me wanting more, even though they 
le� me full and satis�ed. 

�e salsa accompanying the meal, 
which my waiter warned me of possi-
bly being incredibly spicy, was a blend 
of spices and chili and de�nitely had 
me guzzling water a�erwards. 

My mom ordered �sh tacos and was 
really pleased with her order. Like the 
chicken, the �sh was marinated in 
spices that accented the �avor well. 

Some of the other items on the 

menu included soups and salads, 

burgers, street dogs, tortas and coco-

nut shrimp tacos. I really want to try 

the French fries topped with citrus 

vinaigrette the next time I go. 

�e patio was pleasantly lit with 

lights all around and the music was 

just as loud and invigorating as it was 

inside. �ey played classic artists, 

like Shakira and Aventura along with 

other classic Spanish songs (which all 

happen to end with “dun dun!”). 

Although I did not sit inside, the 

inside of the restaurant seemed like 

a very inviting place to eat. �e in-

terior combines a traditional restau-

rant with a simple and futuristic feel. 

Large glass tiles with custom Mexican 

images printed on them gives an ode 

to their background, while their all-

black furniture and brown wooden 

�oors give it its futuristic look, which 

helps it blend in and stand out in the 

center of what has become one of El 

Paso’s most bustling scenes. 

Toward the back, they have a bar 

with TVs lined up with di�erent 

sports programs playing all at once. 

With a mix of barstools, high tables 

and booths, Cantina Malolam creates 

a welcoming and relaxed environ-

ment to go eat, drink, watch sports 

and listen to trendy, Mexican music. 

Overall my experience was very 

pleasant. �e food was delicious, the 

service was great and the environ-

ment was  enjoyable. I would de�nite-

ly recommend this to anyone want-

ing to try a tasty twist on traditional 

Mexican food. 

Julia Hettiger can be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@

gmail.com.

HUGO BRITO / THE PROSPECTOR
Cantina Malolam is located on 5001 N. Mesa St. in TI:ME at Montecillo.

HUGO BRITO / THE PROSPECTOR
Cantina Malolam is a restaurant and bar, known for their different way of serving Mexican food. 
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Tomorrow’s wrestling stars in El Paso today
BY JASON GREEN
The Prospector

Is it a sport? Is it entertainment? 
Whatever it is, it is a hit with the fans 
who come out to see Xtreme Cruces 
Wrestling. About 150 fans turned out 
for a recent event at a party hall on the 
east side of El Paso. �e crowd was 
ecstatic. �ey were there to see their 
favorite local wrestling stars.

�ere is a strong history of profes-
sional wrestling in the El Paso-Juárez-
Las Cruces area and the wrestling bug 
bit Andy Palafox at a very young age.

“Wrestling is something that I have 
wanted to do since I could remem-
ber,” said the muscular 28-year-old 
Palafox, who goes by the ring name 
of Awesome Andy. “My �rst memory 
of wrestling was WrestleMania 6 (in 
1990) and in particular Hulk Hogan 
vs. Ultimate Warrior. A�er seeing 
that I was hooked.”

Awesome Andy has performed all 
over the country and the world and 
has even been to the pinnacle of pro-
fessional wrestling, World Wrestling 
Entertainment—the world’s largest 
sports-entertainment company. 

JASON GREEN / THE PROSPECTOR
Super Chaos poses with his XCW Tag Team Title Belt prior to a match.

“�at was something that I thought 
would never happen,” Palafox said. 
“Not that I doubted myself, but just 
for the simple fact that WWE is the 
biggest wrestling company in the 
world.”

Palafox wrestled WWE Superstar 
Ko� Kingston on “WWE Superstars,” 
a weekly television show produced by 
WWE in 2012.

“I have also had numerous non-tele-
vised WWE tryout matches, where I 
competed against current WWE su-
perstars before WWE TV tapings,” 
Palafox said. “I have traveled to South 
Korea, Japan, Mexico and the major-
ity of the major cities in the U.S.”

Palafox has been wrestling in XCW 
since the organization’s inception 
in 2007 in Las Cruces. A�er add-
ing a championship belt, tag team 
belts were soon added. Now the or-
ganization does shows monthly in El 
Paso with a running storyline, much 
like the ones seen on television with 
WWE.

Palafox is one of the biggest draws 

on the independent professional 

wrestling circuit in the United States. 

Robert Martinez, part of the XCW 

creative team, has nothing but the 

utmost respect for Awesome Andy.

“Andy is one of the hardest work-

ing guys on the independent scene,” 

Martinez said. “�ere are three 

things, in my opinion, that make this 

man a true professional—he’s hard-

working, dedicated and humble.”

On Sunday, May 3, Awesome 

Andy and other local professional 

wrestlers will be in El Paso for an 

XCW show at Barnett Harley-Da-

vidson as part of Sun City Bike Fest 

IV. �e show will begin at 11 a.m.

In the current storyline, Marti-

nez, formerly the ring announcer 

for XCW, leads the faction known 

as �e Devil’s Rejects. Made up of 

XCW champion Aydan Colt and 
see WRESTLING on page 16

UTEP looks for revenge after controversy

BY JASON GREEN
The Prospector

Heading into this Tuesday’s double-
header with New Mexico State, the 
story line was already set up. 

�e UTEP so�ball team had one 
very bad inning in Las Cruces and 
wound up losing 12-6 in March. �e 
Miners are now seeking revenge in 
their last home games of the season, 
when the hated Aggies head down 
I-10 and into the Helen of Troy So�-
ball Complex. 

But �rst, Marshall came to town last 
weekend.

On Saturday, the �undering Herd 
and the Miners split a doubleheader, 
which allowed UTEP to head into 
Sunday’s matchup with a half-game 
lead on North Texas and Charlotte in 
the Conference USA standings. UTEP 
was barely in the C-USA tournament 
in eighth place when controversy 
during Sunday’s game looked like it 
could dash their hopes altogether.

�e UTEP-Marshall rubber match 
was called in the seventh inning while 
UTEP had the bases loaded and slug-
ger Kawehiokalani Netane was at the 
plate. 

Marshall, knowing that the game 
would be stopped promptly at 2:30 

p.m., made two pitching changes 
while Netane waited. �e delay in the 
game caused the umpires to end the 
game with both teams tied 7-7.

Prior to conference o�cials ruling 
on the outcome of the game, Miner 
head coach Tobin Echo-Hawk was 
happy with the �ght that her team 
showed in the �nal inning.

“I don’t lose my cool very o�en, but 
I got close today,” Echo-Hawk said. 
“It was great that we came back in the 
seventh, though. We kept �ghting. It 
was a good weekend against a great 
team.”

RUBY CERINO / THE PROSPECTOR
The UTEP softball team lost the �nal of three games against Marshall, even though the game was stopped early and the score was tied at seven.

see SOFTBALL on page 18

The art of the 
walk-up song
BY LUIS GONZALEZ
The Prospector

From national anthems to team 
songs and hal�ime shows, music has 
always had a place in the world of 
sports. Baseball and music are inter-
twined with each other, maybe more 
than in any other sport.

�e organ and songs such as “Take 
Me Out to the Ballgame” and “God 
Bless America” go hand in hand with 
a glove, a bat and the diamond. As of 
late though, the walk-up song has be-
come an important facet of America’s 
favorite pastime.

�e tune that plays as a batter heads 
to the plate or as a pitcher jogs out to 
the mound is almost as important as 
his wind up, delivery or swing.

“Yes, I do feel a lot of pressure,” said 
Major League pitcher Jonathan Papel-
bon in an interview in 2012. “It’s like, 
holy cow.”

�e 15 seconds a player gets to walk 
from the on-deck circle to the batter’s 
box are used as a way to focus, get 
pumped up, connect with the crowd 
or just identify themselves and their 
personalities. 

�e song “Enter Sandman,” made 
famous by Metallica, will bring one 
name to any baseball fan’s mind—
Mariano Rivera.

Professional wrestling popularized 
introduction through song in the late 
1980s. Although WWE superstars get 
more than 15 seconds to walk to the 
ring, the song becomes synonymous 
with the athlete, generating a pop in 
the audience even before he is in sight.

�e idea behind the walk-up song, 
has been present in baseball since the 
early 1970s. Nancy Faust, organist for 
the Chicago White Sox until 2010, 
would play the player’s home state 
songs as they walked up to the plate.

�e phenomenon has evolved and 
modernized away from the organ ob-
viously, but the idea is the same.

see SONG on page 18

You pick a song 
that pumps you 
up, that is lyrically 
related to you, your 
game or the game.

- Tahla Wade, 
UTEP softball

 senior outfielder
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Chihuahuas �ring on all cylinders
BY LUIS GONZALEZ
The Prospector

�e El Paso Chihuahuas are among 
the best teams in the Paci�c Coast 
League a�er playing 18 games this 
season. A�er winning �ve of their 
last six games, the Chihuahuas have 
a 12-6 record that puts them atop of 
the Southern Division going into the 

�nal two games of their seven-game 
home stand. 

El Paso closes out the home stand 
against Salt Lake and will have one 
day to travel before taking the �eld 
again for eight consecutive road 
games. From �ursday, April 30 
through Sunday, May 3, the Chihua-
huas will be in Sacramento, Calif. 
�ey will travel down to Fresno for 

a four-game series against the River 
Cats from May 4-7.

El Paso will be closing out a very 
successful month of April in which, 
a�er a 4-4 start, the team has won 
eight of its last 10 games and has yet 
to lose a series. 

Manager Pat Murphy’s team has 
shown balance between some solid 
pitching and defense and an explo-

sive o�ense that has scored 38 runs so 
far in this current home stand. 

“We’ve been getting a lot of produc-
tion from our o�ense at big times,” 
said Chihuahua in�elder Tommy 
Medica. “Our pitching sta�, our start-
ers are settling in a little more and 
going a little deeper into games and 
throwing really well.”

Coming o� their �rst series win on 
the road against Tacoma, the Chi-
huahuas opened their home stand 
against Sacramento. �e canines out-
scored the River Cats 35-10 in the 
four games they played on the �eld at 
Southwest University Park.

On the mound for the �rst game 
against the River Cats was le�-hand-
er Robbie Erlin. He shut down Sacra-
mento’s line-up the �rst time around, 
retiring every batter he faced in the 
�rst three innings. His perfect start 
came to an end in the fourth, when 
he allowed the only run of the game 
a�er a couple of hits.

By this point, El Paso had already 
put a couple of runs on the board, 
something any starting pitcher can 
appreciate.

“�e o�ense coming up and scor-
ing early made it easy to kind of settle 
in, put my mind at ease and get the 
game plan,” Erlin said.

Leading 2-1 a�er the top of the 
fourth, the Chihuahuas went to the 
plate and got to work. Erlin bunted 
to advance runners, Medica doubled, 
right-�elder Rymer Liriano tripled 
and center-�elder Abraham Almonte 
homered in a four-run inning that 
would seal the deal for El Paso.

Erlin did not allow another run 
in his two innings of work a�er the 
fourth and Murphy used three reliev-
ers, who each pitched a hitless inning, 
to close the game. Second baseman 
Taylor Lindsay crossed home in the 
bottom of the eighth to make it a 7-1 
Chihuahuas’ victory.

�e o�ense continued to shine the 
following night, with a 13-5 win in 
front 6,591 fans.

�e Chihuahuas’ o�ense scored at 
least a run in six of the eight innings 
in which they came to the plate, in-
cluding a big six-run third inning.

“We put together some good in-
nings,” Murphy said. “(We had) 

that kind of relentless, stay-with-it 
attitude.”

Every �eld player on the Chihua-
huas’ line-up got at least one hit. 
Almonte led the way with four RBI’s 
and a home run on a night when he 
went 3-6 at the plate. Le�-�elder Alex 
Dickerson went 2-5, adding three 
RBI’s and a home run of his own.

Starting pitcher James Needy strug-

gled at times during his �ve innings 
of work, but with little consequence 
thanks to the plentiful production on 
o�ense. Murphy once again called on 
three relievers, who went a combined 
four innings allowing just one run.

For the third game of the series, 
El Paso once again came out and 
roughed up the opposition’s pitcher 
early.

Liriano went 3-4 from the lead-
o� spot, including two home runs 
and three RBI’s, and the Chihuahuas 
scored all of its seven runs in the �rst 
four innings on their way to a 7-3 
win.

Liriano struggled mightily at the 
plate at the start of the season, go-
ing 2-14 at the plate in the �rst four 
games. He seems to be shaking o� the 
slump a�er getting a hit in 10 of his 
last 11 games. During this time, in 
the one game that he did not record 
a hit, Liriano still got on base thanks 
to a walk.

We are clicking 
on and off the 
�eld. We’ve just 
got to ride it 
while we can.

- Alex Dickerson, 
El Paso Chihuahuas

second baseman

RUBY CERINO / THE PROSPECTOR
Chihuahuas manager Pat Murphy talks to his players during a trip to the mound.

tag-team champions �e Deans of 
Chaos, the team is constantly trying 
to tarnish and deface the company.

“�is isn’t your abuelo’s taco stand 
Lucha Libre. You’ve got three stars 
that have been overlooked for a long 
time. All it took was for one ge-
nius—that’s me—to recognize that 
these men are money,” Martinez said 
without breaking character from his 
sunglass-wearing, arrogant XCW 
persona. “It’s lonely at the top, but the 
Devil’s Rejects like it that way.” 

When it comes down to the sports 
or entertainment question, Palafox 
understands that the mystery around 
professional wrestling has been di-
minished by television shows and 
movies such as the 2008 critically ac-
claimed �lm “�e Wrestler.” 

In simplest terms, professional 
wrestling is entertainment performed 
by incredibly gi�ed athletes.

“�e sad part is that the movie is 
about 90 percent true. �e old guy in 
the back that doesn’t want to give it 
up is something we see a lot,” Palafox 
said. “Wrestling is a natural drug, so 
it’s hard to kick the habit.”

�e wrestlers in this weekend’s 
show may be sore or injured, but they 
are far from the washed-up wrestler 
played by actor Mickey Rourke. 

Local wrestlers such as Palafox, 
Danny Gee, Dom Vitalli, Gabriel 
Gallo, LuchaStar, Ryan Dean, Super 
Chaos and Aydan Colt are up-and-
coming young stars who are still 
working hard to make it to even big-
ger and better pay days.

Just recently, local wrestler Oscar 
Vasquez, who goes by the ring name 
Magno, signed a contract with WWE. 
He will be appearing on the WWE 
NXT television show with the ulti-
mate goal of appearing full-time at 
WWE events around the world. 

Magno has wrestled numerous 
times for XCW. Palafox already thinks 
he may know the next wrestler to fol-
low in his footsteps.

“Even though he is a villain, keep 
an eye out for the XCW Champion 
Aydan Colt. He is a natural in the ring 
and he is going to have a long success-
ful career,” Palafox said.

If you are looking for entertainment 
this weekend—and possibly a chance 
to see future WWE superstars in per-
son—Barnett Harley-Davidson is the 
place to be on Sunday. 

“�ere is not many times you can 
watch live entertainment for $10,” 
Palafox said. “�is weekend’s show 
will have a mix of high �yers, heavy-
weights, heroes and villains–so it’s 
something for everyone.” 

Jason Green may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

WRESTLING from page 15
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El Tiburon and El Ilegal shake hands before their match.

see BASEBALL on page 17
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UTEP hosts track 
meet under the lights
BY JUAN CARLOS NAVARRETE
The Prospector

With the track and �eld season 
coming to an end, UTEP will host its 
third track meet of the year on Fri-
day, May 1 at Kidd Field. �e Twilight 
Meet will be the Miners’ �nal com-
petition before the Conference USA 
Outdoor Championships.

�e Miners will be using this meet 
as a �nal warm up before the confer-
ence championships. It’s the perfect 
opportunity for the athletes to keep 
improving, even for those who have 
already quali�ed for nationals. 

For the coaches, it’s one of the �nal 
times they can test their athletes. 

“Many of our seniors have not per-
formed to their full potential,” said 
head coach Mika Laaksonen. “�ey 
have a chance to prepare and perform 
like they did last year.”

�is will be the �rst time in 10 years 
the Twilight Meet will be hosted at 
UTEP. It features just two schools 
besides UTEP, along with some unat-
tached athletes who will also partici-
pate. �e University of New Mexico 
and New Mexico State University will 
be in town taking the Battle of I-10 
and I-25 to the track.

�e smaller number of schools 
participating, in comparison to other 
competitions, is something Laak-
sonen said he welcomes.

“It’s easier when it’s not six to 10 
schools,” Laaksonen said. “It will just 
be us against them.” 

�e meet provides fans an oppor-

tunity to witness world-class athletes 

compete up close and personal.

Many, like Anthony Rotich, have 

aspirations to one day compete in the 

Olympics. Rotich just �nished run-

ning the mile in less than four minutes 

at the Brutus Hamilton Challenge this 

past Saturday. He clocked in at 3:59.93 

and will be competing on Friday.

Rotich has already quali�ed for the 

national competition, but will be in 

action as he continues to prepare for 

the season’s crucial stretch. He, along 

with fellow Miner Cosmas Boit, will 

compete in the mile.

�e Twilight Meet will also provide 

some novelty for Rotich. He is plan-

ning to compete in the 800-meter race 

for the �rst time in his career—just for 

fun, something he has had in mind 

ever since he started wearing the or-

ange and blue. 

“I wanted to challenge my team-

mates who run the 800,” Rotich said. 

“�is might be the last opportunity to 

run it, I just want to run with them.” 

�ere are other attractions besides 

UTEP’s spectacular distance runners.

Rasmus Maokonen is another name 

to highlight. �e freshman javelin 

thrower had an impressive showing 

the last time the Miners competed 

at Kidd Field. He won the event two 

weeks ago getting within a meter of 

his personal best, he could break that 

record at the Twilight Meet. 

Relays could also be a highlight for 

fans as both the men’s and women’s 

relay teams have been producing well. 

�e 4x400 men’s team, made up of 

Robert Camacho, James Bias, Abiola 

Onakoya and A-Shawni Mitchell, is 

coming o� a �rst-place �nish at the 

Brutus Hamilton Challenge.

�e Twilight Meet is named be-

ANDRES MARTINEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
The UTEP track and �eld team will host the Twilight track meet on Friday, May 1 at Kidd Field.

If you’re ever 
going to go see 
a meet, now is 
the time.

- Mika Laaksonen, 
UTEP track and field 

head coach

cause it starts signi�cantly later 
than the rest of the track meets that 
UTEP hosts throughout the year. In-
stead of starting in the morning, the 
meet will kick o� at 2 p.m. with �eld 
events. Running will not start until 6 
p.m., sending the meet well into the 
night.  

�e track meet under the lights is 
something fans do not get a chance to 
experience very o�en. 

“�e running is going to start at six 
o clock,” Laaksonen said. “�e sun is 
practically down, the lights are on, it’s 
a di�erent feel to the meet.” 

A�er a poor turnout at UTEP’s 
last home track meet, where weath-
er could have played a major role, 
the Miners are hoping for plenty of 
support. 

UTEP will have some of its best 
athletes on the track, and a palpable 

home-�eld advantage may help in 
maximizing their performance. 

Laaksonen hopes all UTEP Min-
ers will make it out to Kidd Field to 
attend a great athletic event for the 
family. 

“It’s a perfect time for a meet,” Laak-
sonen said. “If you’re ever going to go 
see a meet, now is the time.”

Juan Carlos Navarrete can be reached at 
theprospectordaily.sports@gmail.com. 

Liriano went 3-4 from the lead-
o� spot, including two home runs 
and three RBI’s, and the Chihuahuas 
scored all of its seven runs in the �rst 
four innings on their way to a 7-3 win.

Liriano struggled mightily at the 
plate at the start of the season, go-
ing 2-14 at the plate in the �rst four 
games. He seemed to be shaking o� 
the slump a�er getting a hit in 10 of 
his last 11 games. During this time, in 
the one game that he did not record 
a hit, Liriano still got on base thanks 
to a walk. 

“I was more calm on home plate 
waiting for the pitches,” Liriano said. 
“A week ago, I was a little o�, but af-
ter working and working I was able to 
improve my swing.”

Starting pitcher Bryce Morrow re-
corded his second win of the season 
in three starts a�er pitching over six 
innings, allowing six hits, two runs 
and striking out �ve. 

El Paso won its fourth in a row on 
Friday night and sealed their �rst 

sweep of the season with a �nal score 
of 6-1.

Jason Lane had his best start of the 
year, going seven innings and allow-
ing just one run. He also struck out 
�ve and was hit six times. �e veteran 
le�-hander came out locked in, com-
manding his various pitches almost to 
perfection. He dominated the River 
Cats’ lineup, allowing their only run 
of the game in the �rst inning, mainly 
in part to some unfortunate bounces.

 “�e �rst inning was just bad luck,” 
Lane said. “Two in�eld hits and a 
ground ball just got through.”

�e o�ense did its thing once again, 
but this time it was shortstop Ramiro 
Pena leading the charge. �e 29-year-
old Mexico native was perfect at the 
plate, getting a hit on every single one 
of his four plate appearances.

�e ex-New York Yankee and At-
lanta Brave was just a home run shy 
of hitting for the cycle that night, af-
ter hitting two singles, a double and a 
triple. He scored three runs and had 
one RBI.

“It’s a di�erent guy every night,” 
Murphy said. “It’s kind of cool.”

�e winning streak was stopped by 
the Salt Lake Bees on Saturday night. 
El Paso’s o�ense was kept in check 
and the Chihuahuas lost 6-3.

�e Bees’ starting pitcher Andrew 
Heaney, a �rst-round pick in 2008, 
was not dominating, but good enough 
to neutralize an o�ense that came into 
the game red-hot. 

Chihuahuas’ starting pitcher Dan-
iel McCutchen and reliever Stephen 
Kohlscheen both struggled on the 
mound, each allowing three runs. 
McCutchen worked for four innings 
and Kohlscheen pitched just over two.

“We didn’t make big pitches at big 
times like we’ve been doing,” Murphy 
said. “�ey (Salt Lake) got key hits 
when they needed to.”

El Paso got even on Sunday a�er-
noon in an old-school pitching duel. 
Hits and runs were at a premium, and 
El Paso did just enough to come away 
with a 2-1 victory despite being outhit 
9-5.

Erlin pitched for the second time in 
the home stand, and went six innings 
allowing seven hits and just the one 
run for a second-straight game.

“I felt good,” Erlin said. “Some 
pitches were up, but for the most part 
I felt all right.”

Once Murphy thought Erlin had 
done enough, it was time to call in 
what could be the most consistent 
part in the Chihuahuas’ game of this 
young season. Nick Vincent and Mar-
cos Mateo came out of the bullpen 
and pitched a combined three in-
nings. �ey struck out four of six bat-
ters that came to the plate and allowed 
just two hits.

Mateo and Vincent are not the only 
players that have made El Paso’s bull-
pen dominate and as feared, if not 
more, than its o�ense. Kevin Quack-
enbush, Scott Elbert, among others, 
have made the �nal three to four in-
nings of games unbearable for oppos-
ing hitters on a consistent basis since 
opening day.

“I think every starter on this team is 
happy to turn the ball over to the pen 
when that time comes,” Erlin said. 
“�e bullpen’s been outstanding.”

A�er �nishing up the series with 
the Bees, on Monday, April 27 and 
Tuesday, April 28, the Chihuahuas 

will head to the road and will not be 
back at Southwest University Park 
until Friday, May 8. 

A�er a sub-par �rst year, the start 
to this season for the Chihuahuas has 
been outstanding. No matter what 
happens during the �nal three games 
of the month, El Paso will �nish April 
with a record well above .500, at the 
top of their division and among the 
top three teams in all of the PCL.

It’s a time to enjoy for players, 
coaches and fans.

“�ese are the times you’ve got 
to enjoy,” Dickerson said of the win 
streak. “We are clicking on and o� the 
�eld. We’ve just got to ride it while we 
can. �ere will be times when it’s not 
going so good. But we’ve got a lot of 
talent in this locker room. It’s insane.”

Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospectordaily.

sports@gmail.com.

BASEBALL from page 16
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